
subject of schools: results of a community survey on education (page 10);
S.U.N.’s (Stapleton United Neighbors) review of the Aug. 5th community
meeting with DPS and their list with the pros and cons of possible short-
term solutions (page 20); and a grass roots coalition talks about their goal to
find “creative financing” for a third school (page 22).
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Over 400 people attended the opening of State Senator Michael Johnston’s new office/community center at
33rd and Hudson in Park Hill on August 15. The location is accessible to constituents, and it will be a place
residents can use to build community as well as to access services and programs. Senator Johnston (pic-
tured above) envisions it as a hub for neighborhood programs for young people and adults, a free meeting
space for community organizations, a community gallery for local artists to show work, and a drop-in-site
for kids to do homework and get free wireless access. Senator Johnston can be reached at
mike.johnston.senate@state.co.us.

Westerly Creek students mob the school’s popular mascot, Wendy the
Westerly Creek Wolf, at a ceremony celebrating the success of their school’s
character development program last May (above). Stapleton’s neighborhood
schools have become so popular with local families that an overcrowding
problem is looming. This issue of the Front Porch carries three stories on the

By Nancy Burkhart

The Stapleton community
has a new venue for meet-
ings in an at-

mosphere of art
produced by local
artists.

Community Art
Space at Stapleton is lo-
cated in the Extra Space
Storage retail at 2955
N. Ulster St., on the
corner of Martin
Luther King Boulevard
and Ulster Street. The
2,800 sq. ft. site will be a showcase
for Colorado artists that will also be
a meeting space available to rent.

New Senator’s Office/Community
Center Opens in Park Hill

Extra Space Storage Provides
Community Art/Meeting Venue

Focuses on SchoolsStapleton

“It’s going to be a space that will take
on a life of its own as it goes forward,”

said Lin Clark, owner
of Art & Framing at
Stapleton and one of
the Stapleton business
people who conceptual-
ized and facilitated the
creation of Community
Art Space. Clark will
manage the art displays.

“We have a vision
of promoting local
artists in this space, but

also to open it up for association meet-
ings, nonprofit event meetings, school
fundraising (continued on page 3)
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SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER

(See page 13 for recurring monthly events and meetings)

C A L E N D A R
Events in or near Stapleton that are free and open to the public

or are charitable fundraisers.

Every Saturday thru Oct.
Northfield Farmers Market 9am–2pm
Between Bass Pro and Target

Every Sunday thru Oct. 11
Stapleton Farmers Market 8:30am–12:30pm
Founders Green in the E. 29th Ave.Town Center

Every Saturday
Walk With a Doc, 8am, Central Park

Saturday, September 5
SCFD Free Day Denver Art Museum

Monday, September 7
Stapleton pools close

Tuesday, September 8
Free, Active Minds - The History of Gold,
Tattered Cover, 2526 E. Colfax, 12:30–1:30pm

Friday, September 11
Story time & craft for young children & caregiver
Westerly Creek Elementary library
9:15–9:45am. 303-322-5877

Friday, September 11
Designs for Life at DAVA Reception (see p. 17)
1405 Florence St., 4–8pm, 303-367-5886

Sunday, September 13
SCFD Free Day
Denver Museum of Nature and Science

Tuesday, September 15
Xeriscape is NOT Zero-scape!
Stapleton Development Corporation (SDC)
conference room, 7350 E. 29th Ave., suite 300,
7–8pm, SUNsustainability@gmail.com

Tuesday, September 15
The SUN\CAB\Hancock Forum,
Bill Roberts School, 6:30pm

Saturday, September 19
From Seed to Table Fundraiser (see p. 12)
Puddle Jumper pool, 6–10pm

Saturday, September 19
SCFD Free Day Denver Botanic Gardens

Saturday, September 19
6th Annual Stapleton Kickball Tournament (see p. 17)
Central Park, 10am

Saturday, September 19
3rd Annual Aurora International Festival (see
p.17), Fletcher Plaza, 9898 E. Colfax Ave.,
11am–6pm, 303-361-6169

Tuesday, September 22
Free, Active Minds - The Legacy of World War I,
2526 E. Colfax, 5:30–6:30pm

Wednesday, September 23
Free, Active Minds - Uzbekistan & the Central
Asian Republics, Generations at Lowry, 8505
Lowry Blvd, 1–2pm, 303-364-8500

Thursday, September 24
Free, Active Minds - Mexico: AView from South
of the Border,Aurora Center for Active Living,
30 Del Mar Circle, 1–2pm, RSVP: 303-739-7950

Saturday, September 26
Sweet William Market
Founders Green, 9am–2pm

Saturday, September 26
Park Hill Library "Renovation Celebration" from
10:30am–12pm

Saturday, September 26
Pet Adoption & Family Fun Event (see p. 17)
Extra Space Storage, 2997 N. Ulster St., 10am–3pm

Saturday, September 26
Stapleton Artists’ Showcase Opening
The Community Art Space at Stapleton
Extra Space Storage (see p. 1) 1–7pm

Thursday, October 1
Greater Stapleton Business Assoc.
"After Hours" at the Radisson, Quebec St.
Happy Hour drinks and free food 5:30–7:30pm
Open to the public [bob@imprintsdenver.com]

Saturday, October 3
SCFD Free Day Denver Art Museum

Saturday, October 3
Councilman Michael Hancock’s Dist. 11 Summit,
Hiawatha Davis Recreation Center, 9am–12pm,
303-331-3872

Sunday, October 4
SCFD Free Day
Denver Museum of Nature and Science

Tuesday, October 6
Target Tuesday – Children’s Museum Free
4–8pm (recurs first Tuesday of the month)

Tuesday, October 6
Free,Active Minds - Uzbekistan & the Central
Asian Republics, Jewish Community Center,
350 S. Dahlia St., 10am, RSVP: 303-316-6358

Friday, October 9
Story time & craft for young children & caregiver
Westerly Creek Elementary library
9:15–9:45am. 303-322-5877

OCTOBER

Ariunbold Mijiddorj, a musician from the Mongolian Cultural Center for the
Arts, performs at an event announcing the Genghis Khan exhibit, which will be
open from Oct. 16 to Feb. 7 at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science.



“This will be the fourth annual event
showcasing the work of Stapleton artists.
The ‘Celebrate Stapleton Artists Show’ will
be an extension of the show that we've run
in my gallery for the past three years. It’ll
be fantastic to bring in more artists.”
Future shows at the Community Art Space
will feature Colorado artists, not just
Stapleton artists.

“The artists that I’ve had previously in
my gallery are all excited about it,” she
added. “One of the artists said this is great
because she belongs to a watercolor society
that looks for places to meet and have shows.
I think this is going to blossom and other
groups will also be saying what a great
facility this is.”

For information about exhibiting in the
Community Art Space at Stapleton and the
kick-off juried show or future shows, call
Lin Clark at 303-534-1979. To book the
space for an event, call Stapleton MCA at
303-388-0724. To find events at the
Community Art Space, go to
www.stapletoncommunity.com.
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events, and
other purposes for which the commu-
nity could use such a space,” she said.

Community Art Space is the
brainchild of a partnership of Stapleton
business people, including Clark; Tom
Razo and Lisa Glynn of Extra Space
Storage; Tom Gleason of Forest City
Stapleton, Inc.; Diane Deeter of the
Stapleton Master Community
Association (MCA); and public art
consultant Barbara Neal.

“Tom Razo and Lisa Glynn, of ESS
are making this opportunity available in
their retail for community events and a
venue to showcase artists, Gleason said.
“If this is successful, it has the potential
to become a permanent venue.”

The new space will feature a kick-off
on Saturday, Sept. 26, with the juried
"Celebrate Stapleton Artists Show."
Clark and two other artists will jury the
work submitted by Stapleton artists.
The event will include kids’ art activities
presented by Small Hands Art Studio.
Following the kick-off event and until
volunteers are found to staff the facility,
the artwork will be available for viewing only during a
booked event or by setting an appointment with Clark.

“For the most part, we expect this event to
primarily showcase two-dimensional art,” Clark said.
“This is a family event, open to the public, so we will

be looking at the art in that respect,” Clark said. “We’re
going to look at all mediums, but if the art cannot be hung
on the wall, artists will need to provide a way to safely
display the piece to a family-friendly audience. But, I’m
open to seeing all the art."

(continued from page 1) New Community Art Space

Lin Clark shows paintings from the Celebrate Stapleton Artists Show, which will open September 26 in
the new art space between The Stapleton Cleaners and the planned Wine Cellars at Stapleton in the Extra
Space Storage retail center.

Free - Community Art
Space Opening with
Kids’ Art Activities
Sept. 26, 1-7pm;
2997 N. Ulster St.

Also on Sept 26 at Extra Space Storage –
A Family Fun Event and Adopt-a-thon with Den-
ver Dumb Friends League,10am-3pm (See p. 17)
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Over 24 years of Experience – The Best Way to See Colorado in Style.
Specializing in Airport Transfers, Nights on the Town, Sporting Events,

Weddings, & any Special Occasions.
Relax in our Expertly Driven Fleet of Luxury Vehicles.

303.286.1114 � 800.442.5422 � www.PresidentialLimo.com
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By Nancy Burkhart

With the start of school this fall, the Denver Public
Library’s Read Aloud Program will resume plac-
ing volunteers in a literacy program that serves

Head Start and Early Childhood Education classrooms in
the Denver Public Schools.

The volunteers will read a selection of five books to a
group of 15 to 20 children who are ages 3 to 5 years, accord-
ing to Susan Oakes, Outreach Librarian and Read Aloud
Program Coordinator.

“Some people think it’s just entertainment, but it is part
of their literacy development and skills, one of which is the
development of vocabulary,” Oakes explained.

“We provide a backpack of five books for every week that
they read,” she said. “They pick those up at their branch li-
brary and take them to the school. After they’ve read, they
leave the backpack there for a week. The children and teach-
ers can go back over their favorite books and the teacher can
do activities around the books. We try to match up the titles
with the curriculum that is being taught. We choose age-ap-
propriate titles and books that support literacy development
in the children.

“The Read Aloud Program is in schools with 50 percent
free and reduced-price lunches because that is where the chil-
dren are who are most at risk, Oakes said.

Volunteers must be at least 18 years old and have access to
transportation. They will spend about an hour and a half each
week, including travel time, picking up the backpacks, preparing
for story time and the actual story time in the classroom, accord-
ing to Oakes. The fall session is from the week of Oct. 5 through
the week of Dec. 14; the spring session is from the week of Jan.
11 through the week of May 10. Persons interested in becoming
volunteers will be asked to fill out an application, do interviews
and undergo a background check.

Two volunteer orientation sessions are scheduled in Sep-
tember: Tuesday, Sept. 15, 5:30–8pm; and Thursday, Sept.
17, 9:30am to noon. Both sessions will be at the Central Li-
brary, South Broadway and East 14th Avenue Parkway. If po-
tential volunteers cannot attend either session,
individualized orientation can be worked out, Oakes said.
Orientation offers chances to learn how to do things such as
incorporate songs or finger plays into the story time.

“We can offer them a chance to shadow an experienced vol-
unteer to see what it’s like,” Oakes said. “We are in the process
of completing a DVD for training. Seven of our readers were
filmed during story time so they can see a reader in seven differ-
ent situations and how each reader approaches it.”

To volunteer for the Read Aloud Program, call Susan Oakes
at 720-865-1308 or e-mail her at: soakes@denverlibrary.org.

“We are working with the pre-school population,” she
said. “Brain research has shown that the stimulation that a
child gets through conversation and access to books is critical
in preparing them to be readers. These children most likely
aren’t about to come to the library for story time.”

“The children just want to learn,” said Stapleton resident
Julie Hogan, who has been a Read Aloud Program volunteer
for the past four years. “They’re really excited to have some-
one else read to them. It’s nice to give something to kids. You
get to know their personalities over time.

“Sometimes there are cadence tricks,” she said. “The li-
brary helps you know how to get them to respond. Whenever
they have an animal doing something weird—like a sheep
driving a jeep, they want you to validate that they understand
that a sheep doesn’t really drive a jeep.”

Hogan is a fundraising consultant who works full time and
whose employer is amenable to her volunteer work, which she
does in Montbello at John Amesse Elementary School.

“It’s just such a purely joyful experience,” Hogan added.
“It’s generally the highlight of my week because all that they’re
looking for is someone to read them a story. They only want
the opportunity to hear something fun and new voices. Com-
ing from a corporate world, it’s nice to know I can give them
something they want.”

Library Volunteers Re
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Stapleton resident Julie Hogan, a volunteer
with the DPL Read Aloud Program, reads
"Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No
Good,Very Bad Day" to Bella (4 1/2) and
Haven (2 1/2) DiLorenzo who are visiting their
uncle next door.

By Shirley Amore, City Librarian

Plans to construct a new Denver
Public Library branch in the
Stapleton area are moving for-

ward. Our new branch will fill a gap
in library service in the community,
and we are absolutely delighted that
the process is well underway. We look
forward to serving Stapleton residents
in the years to come.

In late 2008, the Denver Public Li-
brary Commission evaluated sites for
the new branch library, and selected
the 29th Avenue Town Center site (on
Roslyn Street between 29th Place and
29th Avenue) as the most cost-effec-
tive and suitable for the planned
26,000–28,000 square-foot building.

Proposals from architectural firms
have been submitted and top candi-
dates have been identified. Once an
architectural firm has been selected,
that firm will be conducting meetings
to gather public input about the new
building.

This is your library, and we want
to hear from you—our customers—
about what is important to you re-
garding library services. You know

your neighborhood and your needs bet-
ter than anyone, and we look forward to
receiving your feedback.

While exact plans for the design are
yet to be developed, the facility will in-
clude the latest in technology and com-
puters, comfortable spaces to study and
conduct research, community meeting
rooms, a vibrant children’s area, and a
wide selection of books, CDs and DVDs.
We will also provide the superior cus-
tomer service for which DPL is known.

Contract negotiations with Forest
City and the City and County of Den-
ver to finalize the land acquisition are
in process. The Better Denver Bond
funding approved by voters in Novem-
ber 2007 included $52 million for
three new branch libraries and repairs
and upgrades of existing facilities. Esti-
mated cost for building a branch in-
cluding the cost of acquiring the land
was $14 million. Bond funds approved
by voters will cover $12 million. Addi-
tional funding from grants and dona-
tions will be sought to fully fund the
project and to fund possible enhance-
ments to the basic design.

We will do all we can to build the

Update on Stapleton Branch Libraryad Aloud to Kids
type of facility you believe will best
serve the community. The antici-
pated opening for the new branch is
late 2011.

The Denver Public Library is
committed to providing excellent
service. We thank you for welcoming
us into the neighborhood. I look for-
ward to updating you in the future
with more information about the
new library.

The 2007 Better Denver Bond
Program is working to preserve, reno-
vate, and create amenities that touch
citizen’s lives—including libraries,
roads, parks, recreation centers, child
care sites, hospitals, public safety,
City buildings and cultural facilities.
Over 280 projects are part of this ef-
fort. The Bond Program will pump
millions of dollars into the economy
and help to preserve and create jobs
across the region. For more informa-
tion about the Bond Program, visit
www.denvergov.org/betterdenver.

For more information or to provide
feedback on the Stapleton Branch Li-
brary, visit the Denver Public Library
website at www.denverlibrary.org.
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By Nancy Burkhart

Fall brings children back to school
and this year, with their return to
Smiley Middle School, comes a

new principal with a wide-ranging
subject history and a plan to help
students achieve the goals they have for
themselves in life.

“I want to focus on 21st century
learning,” explained Kathleen
Shiverdecker. “I want them to be
successful in any high school setting
that they choose. I want them to
become international learners and
leaders in whatever content area they
pursue as their passion.”

Shiverdecker has taught reading,
language arts, creative writing, and
French. Her own hobbies are writing,
black and white photography, and
sculpture. She has spent the past four
years as an administrator in
International Baccalaureate Middle
Years Programme schools in Colorado
Springs, where she studied models in
mathematics at the elementary and
middle school levels in schools around
the world.

“Math has definitely become a
passion for me,” she said. “I really
believe that math is a critical key for
success in secondary students. Kids
with math and language skills can do
anything. Once I was able to get math,
it opened a lot of doors for me.”

At Smiley, Shiverdecker plans to
create “a safe environment that is
positive, supportive, rigorous, exciting,

enthusiastic about learning, and inquiry-based.”
She expects the children to see the teacher “as a
guide, not the center of instruction.”

Within that environment, Shiverdecker said
she expects students to have respect for both
themselves and others.

“I expect an intent to learn and a
commitment to the learning process,
accountability for their own learning and an
insatiable curiosity to become as skilled and as
knowledgeable and aware as they possibly can,”
she said.

The new principal plans to make Smiley
Middle School students so successful in their

learning that Smiley will set a new
standard for Denver Public Schools.

“I want Smiley to stand out, based on
what the kids are doing and what the kids’
interests are,” she said. “I want us to tailor
our programs to really propel our students
to keep learning and achieving more.”

Shiverdecker also has expectations of
the parents.

“They should have a passion for their
students and relentless support for what
their kids are doing,” she said. “That
means participation wherever possible. I
expect them to share their questions and

Kathleen Shiverdecker, the new principal of Smiley Middle School.

concerns with me so I can address
them appropriately. They should
share their experiences and learning
with our learning at every level.”

Parents can expect communica-
tion from the Smiley principal’s of-
fice, Shiverdecker said. She plans to
inform parents weekly about what
is going on at school.

Smiley also will be a commu-
nity resource under Shiverdecker’s
administration. She plans to offer
Saturday seminars for children and
adult learners. Parents can be in-
volved in book studies, art classes
and cooking classes.

“I believe that Smiley should be
the focal point of Park Hill again,”
Shiverdecker said. “My aim is to
support the families in that
community.”

Shiverdecker and her husband,
Don Shiverdecker, are selling their
house in Colorado Springs and
moving to the Denver area. Don
recently retired as a central office
school administrator in Colorado
Springs. Kathleen grew up in
Nebraska, has lived in Colorado for
13 years, and has a solid
connection with the state. Both her
parents were Loveland natives and
Colorado State University
graduates.

For information about Smiley
Middle School, go to
http://smileymiddleschool.com or
call 720-424-1540.

New Principal Stresses Rigor for Smiley Students

3676 Willow St. • $328,500 • Stapleton
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3 Bedrooms • 2.5 Bathrooms • 2488 Sq. Ft.
Hardwood Floors • Large Backyard

1368 Ash St. • $635,000 • Mayfair

4 Bedrooms • 3.5 Bathrooms • 3884 Sq. Ft.
Designer’s Residence • Open Floor Plan

Independently Owned & Operated

Jim DeCesaro
Broker Associate
720-934-5474

jim@iDenverHomes.com
View Visual Tours
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John Ehlers
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303-263-6933
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35th and Quebec in Stapleton
7505 E. 35th Avenue #304, Denver, CO 80238

303.322.2081
Early morning and Friday appts available

Creating Stapleton and Park Hill Smiles since 2004!

Dr. Preet Clair
New patients welcome and

insurances accepted
Call us today to 

make an appointment
Meet our great dental team at

www.qsfamilydentistry.com

• Gentle, personal, health-centered
care in your neighborhood 

• Maximum comfort & ease 
• High quality, clinical expertise for

the whole family 
• Educating patients to take an 

active role in their oral health 
• Bright, new, modern office with

the latest technology
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Simplified  “Rapid Read” bus schedules have been distributed at eight locations in Stapleton
including Starbucks in the E. 29th Ave. Town Center.  Angie Rivera-Malpiede, director of the
Stapleton TMA, holds a copy of the new flyer.

By Nancy Burkhart

The Stapleton Transportation
Management Association (Staple-
ton TMA) has assumed the task

of making public transportation sched-
ules easier to read and understand with
Rapid Read bus schedules.

Recent surveys have shown that work-
ers in the northeastern quadrant of Den-
ver use the RTD bus and light rail system
more than the average Denver resident. 

The schedules will focus on the eight
most widely utilized routes in Stapleton,
as well as specific schedules for four
major connection points.

“The information is laid out in a hub
and spoke approach, with the Stapleton
Transfer Center as the hub, and major
connection points like the Downing
Street light rail station and downtown
transfer locations as the spoke points,”
said Angie Rivera-Malpiede, director of
the Stapleton TMA.

The Rapid Read schedules will be
available for routes: 20, 28, 38, 43, 44,
48, 73 and 105.

“The full RTD schedules are so
comprehensive that they are extremely
tedious to read due to the font size,
and even RTD isn’t able to put all of
the scheduled times on their material
because it’s so much information,”
Rivera-Malpiede said.

The pocket-sized Rapid Read
schedules are available at: Perk Hill
Coffee House, 2202 Kearney St.;
Northfield Forest City Commercial
Management, 8340 Northfield Blvd.,
Suite 2600; Stapleton Area TMA, 7350
E. 29th Ave., Suite 300; Stapleton
Master Community Association, 2823
Syracuse St.; First Bank, 2850 Quebec
St.; Instant Imprints, 7505 E. 35th St.,
Quebec Square Retail Center, Suite
305; and Starbucks, 7300 E. 29th Ave.
and also 8340 Northfield Blvd.

Free – Stapleton Bus Routes and
Schedules Now in Easy-to-Read Flyer
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to rest the brain for two to three weeks after suffering a con-
cussion, she said.

“It’s a good idea to call the child’s pediatrician and get it
checked out,” she said. “In general, an uncomplicated con-
cussion is just going to require rest and be careful to avoid
any situations where there would be another brain injury.
They shouldn’t participate in contact sports for a period of
time after such an injury.”

“Prevention is the only cure for a brain injury,” Dise-
Lewis said. “In children under the age of four, the biggest
source of brain injury and death is from child abuse. Never,
ever, ever shake a baby. From there, good parenting means
making sure your children are wearing headgear while doing
things like bicycle riding. Wearing a well-fitting helmet is
absolutely paramount. And once a concussion has hap-
pened, be vigilant about seeking medical attention if noth-
ing seems to be going in the right direction.”

The Children’s Hospital has become a State Lead Center
for Colorado and the National Lead Center for Transition
to Adult Life after Pediatric Brain Injury. The mission is to
prepare a master plan of care for children and young adults
who have suffered brain injuries.

“There’s tremendous variability in programs, service and
outcomes across the country,” Dise-Lewis said. “The master
plan would end that variability. It’s going to be presented to
a multi-agency group in Washington, D.C. We’re hoping
that there will be funding to start the program in 2010.

“In Colorado, particularly the Front Range, we have a lot
of resources and a lot of pieces already in place that will be a
model for the national program,” she said. “This plan will
even out the resources among the 50 states and territories.
Children who have had a brain injury will put their records
into a nationwide database so that we can advance the
knowledge and the treatment in the field by leaps and
bounds. We can put together 300 cases of seven-year-olds
who were hit by a car while on a skateboard and see what
happened with both interventions and outcomes.        

“We have a lot of programs in this state that have been
developed over the past 20 years. The plan that we submit-
ted to become a State and National Lead Center includes
partnerships with many other public and private agencies.”

For information on The Children’s Hospital, go to:
www.thechildrenshospital.org. 

By Nancy Burkhart

Pediatric-acquired brain injuries are not necessar-
ily permanent disabilities, but they can have a
wide range of outcomes, including some long-

lasting disabilities.
“When you have an injury to a developing brain,

it’s hard to figure out the extent of future effect on a
brain,” explained Jeanne Dise-Lewis, Ph.D., director
of psychology programs in the Department of Reha-
bilitation Medicine at The Children’s Hospital and as-
sociate professor with the University of Colorado
Denver and Health Sciences Center.

A pediatric-acquired brain injury is the result of
any injury to a child’s brain during the child’s devel-
opment years.

“One of the problems with a developing child is
that brains are changing and adding cells and centers.
When you have an injury to a developing brain, it’s
hard to figure out the extent of effect on a brain in the
future,” Dise-Lewis said. “With a child who’s eight or
nine years old, he or she has just learned how to read,
hasn’t learned to do algebra yet or do a term paper or
make decisions that require judgment, so it’s very hard
to tell what the impact of a severe brain injury is
going to be. You have to do ongoing evaluations over
the years.

“The most common way children sustain mild
brain injuries is while they are playing sports,” Dise-
Lewis said. “And, nationwide, about 25 percent of
adolescents who play high school football receive a
concussion every year,” she added.

“The cumulative effect of concussions over the
years can have some permanent neurological damage,”
she said. “I think people are just starting to realize
that it isn’t something to laugh off. Too often the atti-
tude is that you should just shake it off and get back
into the play as soon as possible. We have seen devas-
tating injuries in some of our athletes.”

All the schools in Colorado have brain injury
teams, according to Dise-Lewis. Sports professionals
are educated in the assistance needed by students in
the weeks of recovery following concussions and brain
injuries.

“You can talk with teachers about making accommoda-
tions, giving the children rest, helping them with organizing
the expectations that their teachers are holding of them so
they don’t have several important papers, projects and tests at
the same time,” she said.

Dise-Lewis advised parents to monitor and track the symp-
toms of a child who has received a head injury. The child
won’t need to stay home, but should be given an opportunity

Jeanne Dise-Lewis, Ph.D., director of psychology programs in
the Department of Rehabilitation Medicine at The Children's
Hospital and associate professor with the University of
Colorado Denver and Health Sciences Center, is a national
expert in pediatric-acquired brain injury.

Childhood Brain Injuries
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Neighbors Help Neighbors Attain Good Health

By Nancy Burkhart

Five Denver and Aurora neighborhoods
have been chosen to benefit from the
“Be Well” Neighbor to Neighbor pro-

gram, part of the health and wellness initia-
tive of the Stapleton Foundation and
sponsored by the Cancer, Cardiovascular Dis-
ease and Pulmonary Disease Grants Program
at the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment.

Heart disease heads the list of causes of
death in the U.S., according to the Source
Centers for Disease Control.

The “Be Well” program features block
captains who will go door-to-door to connect
neighbors with free heart health screenings
and treatment. Training will be provided for
35 residents to become block captains in the
communities of Northeast Park Hill, Greater
Park Hill, East Montclair, Northwest Aurora
and Stapleton. Of these 35 people, 25 will re-
ceive training at the Community College of

Denver to be certified Community Health
Workers. Their training has a $2,500 value,
and is free to the participants who will take
one semester of 18 credit hours.

“By receiving certification, it ensures that
you have the knowledge to engage neighbors
and friends in conversations about health,”
explained Alisha Brown, director of the “Be
Well” Health & Wellness Initiative for the
Stapleton Foundation. “You have the train-
ing to know where to get the health re-
sources. You know that you are not a doctor
or nurse and won’t diagnose but can have the
conversation to lead people to care.

“Our goal is to find people who need
treatment and link them to that care so that
they can manage the illness,” Brown said.
“We want them to be able to maintain their
care. We know that heart disease is impact-
ing everyone. We want people to have the re-
sources they need.”

Helen Rigmaiden of the Clyburn Apartments at Stapleton, a block captain for the “Be Well” program,
helps Willie Mae Temple, also a Clyburn resident, get acquainted with the “Be Well” website.

(continued on page 13)
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nell-Kay Foundation and Forest City Staple-
ton to address the issue of school capacity.
Responses were solicited through postcards
to 4,300 households and online chat groups.

Of those who responded, 95 percent are
Stapleton residents and 60 percent plan on
staying put for 10 years or more. The re-
spondents represented nearly 1,700 children
6 and under, and more than two-thirds had
children currently enrolled in schools in Sta-
pleton, including Bill Roberts, Westerly

Creek, Odyssey and the Denver School
of Science and Technology. 

The survey showed strong support
for traditional district schools or district
schools with specialized programs, fol-
lowed by charter schools that offer en-
rollment preference for Stapleton kids.
It also found a willingness to drive up
to five miles outside of Stapleton for a
quality educational opportunity.

Here are some other key findings:

By Brian Weber and Justin and 
Jennifer Silverstein

Stapleton residents have strong feelings
about their neighborhood schools,
and nearly 1,300 took the time to fill

out the Stapleton School Survey to express
their preferences and concerns about edu-
cation options for their kids.

The online survey was developed by the
Stapleton Foundation with thoughtful
input from Denver Public Schools, Staple-
ton United Neighbors (SUN), the Don-

The following programs or features had a high
level of importance to the community:

• Small class/school size. (96.5%)
• Located in your neighborhood. (96.1%)
• Second languages. (89.7%)
• Healthy lunch options. (88.7%)
• Emphasis on opportunities to learn outside the

classroom. (86.3%)
• Special emphasis on science and math. (84.4%)
• Special emphasis on technology. (81%)
• Strong PE/sports. (81.6%)

Stapleton Eduction Survey Results

7301 E. 29th Ave., Denver • 720.974.7350

Come to Casey’s and Watch All 
the NFL Games on the Big Screen 

with Great Drink and Food Specials
Throughout the NFL Season!

$6.49 Lunch Special
Offer good Monday through Friday 

from 11am - 3pm.
Cannot be used with any other coupon, discount or offer.

Expires September 30, 2009.
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Denver Dermatology Consultants, P.C.

Hunter Sams, M.D.

Skin Care Specialists
Mohs Micrographic Surgery 

Skin Cancer Treatment 
Physician Administered Cosmetic Injections

Laser Hair Removal • Acne Treatment
Cosmetic Excisions & Repair

Sclerotherapy • Microdermabrasion
Laser Treatments • Chemical Peels

Phototherapy • Botox®

www.denverderm.com  •  303-426-4525
2970 Quebec St Suite 200 - above Bank of the West

Erin Welch, M.D.

Stapleton Eduction Survey Results
• Mix of lecture/project based. (80.6%)
• Project-based learning. (75%)
The following programs or features

had a medium level of importance to the community:
• Before and after-school enrichment. (74.9%)
• Character education. (74.2%)
• College prep curriculum. (73.2%)
• Racial/economic diversity. (73.6%)
• Service learning. (70.5%)
• Special emphasis on environment. (65.3%)
• Specialized curriculum. (64.9%)
• Extended day focused on core subject. (51.3%)
The following programs or features had a low level of im-

portance to the community:
• Longer school year. (43.9%)
• Enrollment mix of neighborhood and non-neighborhood

kids. (41.7%)
• Longer school day. (31.4%)
• Lecture-style learning. (31.3%)
To see the complete survey results, go to www.stapleton-

foundation.org.
Brian Weber is vice president of the Stapleton Foundation.
Justin Silverstein is vice president of Augenblick, Palaich and

Associates, an education and research consulting firm. Jennifer
Silverstein is a Ph.D. candidate in research and evaluation
methodologies at the University of Colorado-Boulder. The Silver-
steins are Stapleton residents and the parents of two.

Most Urgent Need Long Term Need
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2008and
2009

CALL TODAY
FOR A 

FREE
EXAM! 

ACCEPTING
DELTA DENTAL
PPO, DOP, EPO
AND PREMIER

Daycare for as low as $20 per day!
5 large playgrounds • Grooming services • 3 color cameras

Large kennels with pet cots • 25% boarding discount for siblings

$10 off First Daycare or Boarding Visit
New customers only

ON THE WAY TO DIA! 
In The Stapleton/Park Hill Area • PlayfulPoochUSA.com

720.941.7529 • 4000 Holly St., 4 blks south of I-70

Ling & Louie’s
Wokin’ Hot Daily Specials
Sundays 1/2 Price Louie’s Pork Ribs

Mondays Buy One Entrée, Get One 1/2 OFF

Tuesdays 1/2 Price Noodle Dishes

Wednesdays $5 OFF Sizzling Platters

Thursdays 1/2 Price Sushi Rolls

Fridays & Saturdays Chef Specials of
Culinary Awesomeness

Enjoy our NEW Happy Hour daily 3:30-6:30
Great Appetizers! 24oz draft beers! House Wines!

Northfield Mall 303.371.4644
Tabor Center 303.623.5464

Meticulous
Interior & 
Exterior 
Painting 
Faux Finishes
Free Estimates

“Every customer is a reference.”
303.343.3704  

Cell 303.324.1653

Mike Ciechanowicz

PAINTING

Camp Stapleton

Photos courtesy of Stapleton MCA

Stapleton Swim Team       

Swim Team Finishes with a Splash!
Who could not be impressed with the suc-
cess of the Stapleton Stingrays Swim Team?
This young team, comprised mostly of
swimmers under the age of ten, had an
amazing season. The kids went to practice

every day with a positive attitude and were
ready to work hard. That hard work paid off. 

This was the team’s first year in the Den-
ver Aquatics Swim League, and they sur-
prised most at the Sherry Clark All City
Swim Meet when finishing FIRST at the

Junior Varsity meet and SECOND at the
Varsity meet. What an excellent year for the
Stapleton Stingrays. What a future they have
ahead of them!

Camp Stapleton Plants a Seed!
Perhaps you saw the campers as they headed
to Simon Says Read for story time, had their
lunch on The Green, or walked over to Avia-
tor Pool for an end of the day swim. The
camp featured various aspects of building a
sustainable community. 

RTD brought out its teaching bus, Bluff
Lake Nature Center gave us a tour of their fa-
cility, and Sarah Anderson with the Regional
Council on Ozone Awareness made an icky
cereal to explain how pollution gets in the air. 

A big thanks to all who helped us educate
the kids in this action-packed week: Denver
Water, Denver Recycles, Jane Kopperl, Bar-
bara Neal with the Public Art Committee,
and Chris Adams with Denver Urban Gar-
dens.

The plans are to expand this camp next
year. If you have ideas or suggestions, please
contact Diane Deeter at 303-388-0724 or e-
mail events@stapletoncommunity.com.

Stapleton Rocks!!  
It is only fitting that on the 40th anniversary
of Woodstock we launch our own “Staple-
stock.” On Saturday, August 15, we show-
cased 14 local bands and raised over $1200
for our charities. It was a terrific day, and
with the exception of one brief thunderbolt,

was perfect. This event truly depicts the commu-
nity spirit of Stapleton. Thanks to everyone for
making this a success.

UPCOMING EVENTS
From Seed to Table
The Community Garden at Stapleton is holding
a fundraiser on Saturday, September 19 at Pud-
dle Jumper Pool. The event will benefit the Den-
ver Urban Gardens (DUG). The evening will
include the dedication of the public art, a silent
auction and gambling. It will be a fun night for
everyone. Childcare will be provided for a fee.
Please go to www.stapletoncommunity.com to
purchase your tickets.

The Community Art Space at Stapleton  
The Community Art Space will open in the
Extra Space Storage retail center at 2955 N. Ul-
ster St. with the annual Stapleton Artists Show-
case sponsored by Art & Framing at Stapleton.
Please join us on Saturday, September 26 from
1–7pm. Come visit the community’s newest
event venue.

If you are interested in participating in this or
any future events, please contact Lin Clark for
artwork submittal specifications at Lin@Artand-
FramingStapleton.com or 303-534-1979. 

If you are interested in renting the space,
please go to www.stapletoncommunity.com.

Diane Deeter
Director of Programming and Events
www.stapletoncommunity.com
303-388-0724
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or medical facility to help her.
Rigmaiden found that her regular
clinic was not closed, but was
being remodeled. She was able to
find the woman alternative care
and a doctor within a block of
her home.

A person should consider
being a block captain if they have
computer skills, are a “people”
person and a good listener, Rig-
maiden said.

“You also have to be really or-
ganized and not be afraid to
make some phone calls,” she said.

An additional advantage to
becoming a certified Community
Health Worker is that, at the end
of the three-year “Be Well” pro-
gram, the certification and expe-
rience would provide an excellent
resume for a job, according to
both Rigmaiden and Brown.

For information about the “Be
Well” program and its block cap-
tain volunteer positions, call Al-
isha Brown at 303-468-3222 or
e-mail her at: info@bewellcon-
nect.org. This program is spon-
sored by the Cancer,
Cardiovascular Disease and Pul-
monary Disease Grants Program
at the Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment.

Neighborhood Health Initiative University of Colorado School of Medicine
Welcomes Largest Class in School’s History

Senior Associate Dean of Education
Rob Feinstein, MD, helps Molly Ainsman
into the short white coat that
designates physicians in training as
Senior Associate Dean of Alumni Affairs
Bill Maniatis, MD, waits for the next
student. Several department chairs took
turns hanging stethoscopes around
students’ necks. The class of 2013, with
160 students, is the largest class ever
admitted to the University of Colorado
School of Medicine. The medical school
is increasing its efforts to attract a
more diverse and inclusive student
body to train more minority physicians
and to help underserved communities
receive health care.

Block captains will receive a
$50 monthly incentive for their
participation in the “Be Well” pro-
gram. Program leaders hope to en-
list the aid of neighborhood
volunteers who already are known
and have credibility in their com-
munities, like Helen Rigmaiden,
who lives at Stapleton.

Rigmaiden participated in the
pilot project for the Stapleton
Foundation.

“I work with seniors and felt I
couldn’t just cut it off, so I contin-
ued on with the program,” she said.
“This new grant is just a continua-
tion. I’m a resource for them on
health and wellness in the commu-
nity. With seniors, you’ve got to be
consistent. It takes a while for them
to trust you.

“What they were uncomfortable
with in the past was they worried
that I was selling something. Once
they realized that I’m not selling
anything, but I wanted to match
them up with providers in the
neighborhood, that won over their
confidence.”

In one of her neighborhood vis-
its, Rigmaiden met a lady who
thought her clinic had closed, so
she believed that she had no doctor

4th Monday  
SUN Board Mtg 7:30pm, MCA
Comm. Rm., 2823 Roslyn St.
stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com

Every Tuesday 
Stapleton Rotary Club – 12pm
Stapleton Radisson Plaza Hotel 
3333 Quebec St. 
Michael@KearnsTeam.com

Every Tuesday 
AA Open Discussion Mtg.  7:30pm
MCA Community Room, 2823
Roslyn Street  303-912-7075

1st Tuesday 
Breast Cancer Support Group 
5–6:30pm AF Williams Family 
Medicine Clinic, Conference Rm. 
(west entrance) 3055 Roslyn 
(at MLK) 720-848-9000

3rd Tuesday 
Greater Stapleton Business Assoc.
8am MCA Comm. Rm., 2823
Roslyn Street 303-393-7700

Every Wednesday
Weekly Weeders, Bluff Lake Na-
ture Center 9am–12pm, 
303-945-6717

1st Wednesday 
“1st Wednesdays” Home-based
businesses. Location at Stapleton-
Life.com. Most mtgs. 11:30am–1pm

2nd Wed. (Odd-numbered mos.)
SUN Transportation Committee
6:30pm MCA Conference Rm., 
2823 Roslyn St.   
stapletonneighbors@msn.com

RECURRING  EVENTS
Every Thursday
(when school’s in session)
Bill Roberts Elementary School
Tour, 10am,2100 Akron Way, 
720-424-2640

First Thursday 
Bill Roberts Middle School
Tour,  10am
2100 Akron Way, 
720-424-2640

3rd Thursday 
Stapleton Citizens Advisory
Board Mtg, Stapleton Develop-
ment Corp (SDC) 
7350 E. 29th Ave.  
7:30–9am  303-393-7700

2nd Friday 
Story time & craft for young
children & caregiver, Westerly
Creek Elementary library  
9:15–9:45am.  303-322-5877

1st Saturday 
Bluff Lake Birders, Nature
Center 7–9am 
[BluffLakeNatureCenter.org] 

2nd Saturday 
NE Denver/Park Hill MS Self-
Help & Support Group, Dist. 2
Police Station, 10:15–11:45am 
3821 Holly St. 303-329-0619

Periodically 
Stapleton Wine 
Appreciation Group
If interested in upcoming
events, e-mail
meighanm@aim.com

(continued from p. 9)
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ing! Pepsi Center grounds, tickets $31.50–$215
www.cirquedusoleil.com for more info and to pur-
chase tickets.

9/04 Friday – A Taste of Colorado through 9/07 Mon-
day.  Enjoy great food from many of Colorado's
premier restaurants, live entertainment, artisans
and carnival rides. Civic Center Park, www.ataste-
ofcolorado.com for additional info.

9/09 Saturday and 9/10 Sunday – "Lowry Glory Days"
This two-day festival celebrating the history of
Lowry features a car show, live entertainment,
food, kids zone, and much more! FREE. Lowry
Town Center, 1st and Quebec.  www.lowry.org for
complete schedule of events.

9/10 Thursday through 9/13 Sunday – "Cherry Creek
North Culinary Series" www.cherrycreeknorth.com
for additional info.

9/11 Friday through 9/13 – Just Between Friends of
Denver Fall/Winter Kids’ Gear and Clothing Sale
National Western Complex, I-70 & Brighton Blvd.
Fri. 9:30am–6pm. Sat. 9am–4:30pm. Sun. 10am–2pm,
half price-sale. Free admission, discounted parking
$5 www.jbfsale.com/denver for additional info.

9/12 Saturday – The Ballpark Market - 8am–2pm. The
Ballpark Market is an open-air, European-style flea
market with distinguishing urban flair.  Larimer St.
between 21st and 22nd streets.
Ballparkmarket.com. 303-589-2800.  Also 9/12 and
10/10

9/18 Friday – "Put a Little Wildlife in a Child's Life
Celebrity Golf Tournament" Join the Denver Broncos
in this full-day golf tournament that benefits Envi-
ronmental Learning for Kids youth programs.
$130 per player or $500 per foursome.  Green Val-
ley Ranch Golf Course.  www.elkkids.org for addi-
tional info and to register or 303-895-0946.  

9/18 Friday through 9/22 Sunday – "Octoberfest 2009"
Throw on your lederhosen and get ready for Den-
ver's 40th annual Octoberfest!  German music,
dancers, accordion concert, children’s activities and
authentic cuisine. FREE. Larimer St. in downtown
Denver from 20th to 22nd. Festival repeats Friday
9/25 through 9/27.

9/19 Saturday – ZOOMA Denver Marketplace
10am–4pm ZOOMA Denver pre-race expo at
Radisson Stapleton Plaza at 3333 Quebec St.
Women’s running gear and products for sale;  min-
gle with women runners.  Late registration for
ZOOMA Denver also available. Free and open to
the public. www.zoomarun.com/denver

9/20 Sunday – ZOOMA Denver Half Marathon & 5 Miler
7:30am.  A new women’s race designed to inspire
women to live healthy and active lives with a “girls’

weekend” race experience.  Starts and finishes in
Central Park, Stapleton. Runners, on-course cheer
squads and volunteers needed!  Visit
www.zoomarun.com/denver for more information.

9/24 Thursday and Friday 9/25 – "The Great American
Beer Festival" Come sample over 1800 American
beers at the country's largest beer competition.
Tasting tickets are $55/day, designated driver tick-
ets are $20. www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com
5:30–10pm each evening, Colorado Convention
Center, 700 14th Street, 

9/27 Sunday – "Park Hill Home Tour" Featuring 7 dis-
tinctive Park Hill homes.  Tickets available 9/1 at
King Soopers, Spinelli's Market, Park Hill Book-
store and the GPHC office, 2832 Fairfax.  For
more info, contact Roberta Locke, 303-355-4493
or robertalocke@aol.com.

10/18 Sunday – "Denver Marathon" The Denver
Marathon begins in downtown and aims to bring a
world-class running experience to Denver. Register
now, 888-RUN-5280 or denvermarathon.com.

GALLERIES
9/04 Friday – "Art District on Santa Fe 1st Friday Art
Walk" Over 30 participating galleries and artist stu-
dios along Santa Fe from 5th to 10th avenues.
6–9pm. FREE. www.artdistrictonsantafe.com for
more info.

9/04 Friday – "Cherry Creek North First Friday Gallery
Walk" 5pm. Download a gallery map at www.cher-
rycreeknorth.com.

9/04 Friday – "Tennyson Street First Friday Artwalk"
Tennyson St. between 38th and 44th, 6–10pm.
Come enjoy this family-friendly evening in one of
Denver's hippest neighborhoods! FREE.  www.den-
verartwalk.squarespace.com for a gallery map and
additional information. 

9/17 Thursday – "3rd Thursdays in Highlands Square"
Enjoy live music, art, shop specials and trunk shows
along the shops of 32nd Avenue in Denver's High-
lands Neighborhood.  32nd and Lowell, 5–8pm.
FREE. www.highlands-square.com for more info.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
9/12 Saturday – FREE Women's Self-Defense Class.
2nd Saturday of every month. Mike Giles Karate in
Quebec Square. 7506 East 36th Ave #480 
303-377-KICK(5425), www.mikegileskarate.com

KIDS AND FAMILIES
September – "Thomas the Tank at the Colorado Railroad
Museum" There'll be Thomas and Friends story

Baby Power & Forever Kids
303-377-8855 • www.babypower.com

Quebec Square at 7505 E. 35th Ave.

Denver's top spot for all kid's programs

Reserve Your Spot Now for Fall Classes,
Mom's Morning Out and
Mom's Afternoon Out.  

BOTANIC GARDENS
9/04 Saturday – Corn Maze opening weekend Denver
Botanic Gardens at Chatfield.  Wind your way
through 8 acres of maize! Fridays 4–10, Saturdays
10 –10, Sundays 12–10 Through October 31.  Special
weekends include 9/19–20: "Fall Harvest Education
Weekend." 10/2–3 "Pumpkin Walk" featuring over
75 carved pumpkins, 10/10–11 "Pumpkin Festival"
Tickets $4–$10, children 2 and under free.  Denver
Botanic Gardens at Chatfield is located at 8500
Deer Creek Canyon Road, Littleton, 80128.
www.botanicgardens.org for additional information.

9/19 Saturday – "Fall Plant and Bulb Sale"
Over 18,000 bulbs plus plants and gifts.
Members-only sale 8–9am, open to public
at 9am. FREE. Denver Botanic Gardens is
located at 1005 York Street in Denver.
botanicgardens.org for more info. 

DENVER EVENTS
Through 9/27 – "Cirque du Soleil: Kooza" This
show is a return to the origins of Cirque du
Soleil combining two circus traditions—ac-
robatic performances and the art of clown-
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more. Enter your dog in a photo contest, see
live fly ball and agility demonstrations, learn
about the early warning signs of cancer in your
dog, check out some great adoptable dogs from
local rescues, and more! 
www.bowwowbuddies.com

KIDS SPORTS
Stapleton Lacrosse Club – Lacrosse instruction for
girls and boys ages 4–10 from Stapleton and
surrounding areas starting in late August. Prac-
tices once a week for 6 weeks at Bill Roberts
School field. Coaches needed! For more infor-
mation and to register, visit www.stapletonlax.
org or e-mail info@stapletonlax.org. 

LECTURES/DISCUSSIONS
9/13 Sunday – "Open House for Stepping Stones"
Denver's oldest Jewish outreach agency wel-
comes you to check us out!  We offer classes
for families with children 0–18.  10–12:30pm. In-
terfaith families welcome! Location to be deter-
mined. www.steppingstonesfamily.com for more
information.

CENTRAL LIBRARY
Saturdays – Super Saturdays at the Central Childrens
Library. FREE family shows every Saturday from
2–3pm. www.denverlibrary.org or 720-865-
1306 for specific shows and additional info. The
Central Library is at 10 West 14th Pkwy. on the
corner of 14th and Broadway in downtown
Denver. 

PARKS
9/10 Thursday – Bluff Lake Nature Center Fireside
Chat "Crafty Recyclers" is the  topic while par-
ticipants enjoy a campfire and marshmallow
roast.  6pm, $1.00 per person for nonmembers.
Bluff Lake is located off of Havana on the east-
ern edge of the Stapleton development along
Sand Creek.  www.blufflakenaturecenter.org for
additional info. 

9/19 Saturday – Bluff Lake Autumn Restoration
Project Volunteers are needed to work on one
of two projects at Bluff Lake.  One project will
involve planting native plants and grasses in Bluff
Lake’s native gardens.  The second project is on-
going restoration efforts along Sand Creek,
which includes removing invasive Russian olive
trees and planting native willows and cotton-
wood trees.  9am–1pm, Lunch will be provided.
www.blufflakenaturecenter.org for addl. info and
to register.

telling, live music, building with LEGO and
DUPLO bricks, a visit with Sir Topham Hat and
a train ride with Thomas the Tank Engine. Tick-
ets are $18.00 per person and available online
at Ticketweb.com, or on-site at Colorado Rail-
road Museum. Thomas and Friends will be at
the Railroad Museum September 12–13, 19–20
and 26–27.  www.coloradorailroadmuseum.org
or 303-279-4591.  17155 W. 44th Ave in Golden. 

Through September 17 – "Wild Ocean" showing at
the IMAX Theatre at the Museum of Nature
and Science. Plunge into an underwater feeding
frenzy amidst dolphins, sharks, whales and bil-
lions of fish! www.dmns.org for IMAX show
times and tickets. Located in City Park at
Montview and Colorado Blvd. 

Through Sept 30 – Jurassic Gardens Exhibit Denver
Botanic Gardens. The Gardens’ York Street loca-
tion will feature life-sized, realistic dinosaurs
from the Cretaceous and Jurassic periods.  Plant
fossils and a dinosaur dig site for kids.  Free
with admission. www.botanicgardens.org for
more info.

9/12 Saturday- 3rd Annual Hop, Skip and a Jump
Start 5k to benefit the Childrens Museum of
Denver.  Children of all ages can participate in
the "Kid Course," "Toddler Trot," and "Infant
Crawl."  The Stroller Friendly 5K follows the
Platte River.  Start at the Childrens Museum,
2121 Childrens Museum Drive.  Go to
www.mychildsmuseum.org to register.

9/18 Friday through Sunday 9/20 – "42nd Annual
Denver Gem and Mineral Show" 300 vendors will
showcase fossils, meteorites, gems, beads and
more. Free gold panning and treasure corner
for kids!  Tickets $4–$6, under 13 free.  Denver
Merchandise Mart Expo Hall, 451 E. 58th Ave.,
I25 at exit 215. www.denvermineralshow.com
for additional info.

9/19 Saturday and Sunday 9/20 – "Sixth Annual
Festival Italiano: Food and Wine Festival" Celebrate
Italian culture at Lakewood's new "downtown
neighborhood," Belmar!  Food, wine, bocce
games and lots of kid-friendly activities. 303-
742-1520 or www.belmarcolorado.com. 

10/10 Saturday – K-9s Against Cancer - 5k fun run
& 1 mile walk with expo at Stapleton’s Central
Park. Funds raised will support: Komen Denver’s
breast cancer research and education efforts,
canine cancer research and treatment at CSU’s
Animal Cancer Center,  animal welfare pro-
grams by The Bow Wow Buddies Foundation.
Family-oriented event will feature a day of food,
fun, contests, giveaways, demonstrations and

L O C A L   E V E N T S

9/24 Thursday – Bluff Lake Nature Center Fireside Chat
"Native American Stories" Come listen to stories
while enjoying a campfire and marshmallow roast.
6pm, $1.00 per person for nonmembers. Bluff
Lake is located off of Havana on the eastern edge
of the Stapleton development along Sand Creek.
www.blufflakenaturecenter.org for additional info. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE
Reservations are required for these popular pro-
grams. Call 303-289-0930 to register.  To get to

the refuge, take I-70 and exit north on Havana
St. The public entrance is at 56th and Havana.

9/01 Tuesday – "Tuesday Tots: Aquatic Critters"
Discover what critters can be found on the
banks of a lake and underwater! Learn about
critters that swim, dive, waddle and hop. Play a
game and make a craft. 10–11am. 

9/05 Saturday – "Skins, Skulls and Tracks"
7–9pm.  Enjoy the summer evening at the am-
phitheater at Lake Mary for an up-close look
at the mammals of the refuge.  Touch the fur,
investigate the

IRS problems? We can help!  

Your local Tax Stop Team
3401 Quebec St., Denver, CO 80207 

303-388-1859 • www.denvertaxsolutions.com

(continued on page 16)



erty Repository in the country and see first-
hand wildlife items that have been confis-
cated at our U.S. borders and learn about
illegal wildlife trade and the Native American
Eagle Feather Program. Families are wel-
come. 10–12pm.   

9/19 Saturday – "Friends of a Feather" Keep
your eyes to the sky for this early morning
birding expedition. 8–9am.

9/20 Sunday – "Photo Tour" Keep your cam-
era ready for some spectacular wild shots!
3–6pm. 

9/26 Saturday – "Bike the Refuge" Grab your
helmet and water bottle for a leisurely bike
ride that meanders through prairie dog
towns, woodlands, and along lake edges.
8–10am. 

9/26 Saturday – "Family Fishing" The lakes
are filled with bluegill, channel catfish, and
trophy-size largemouth bass. Don’t forget to
bring your cameras for a souvenir photo of
your big catch. No pole? Don’t worry—you
can borrow one of ours.  3–6pm. 

9/29 Tuesday – "Tuesday Tots: Aquatic Critters"
Discover what critters can be found on the
banks of a lake and underwater!  Learn
about critters that swim, dive, waddle and
hop.  Play a game and make a craft.
10–11am. 

SCHLESSMAN LIBRARY
The Schlessman Family Branch Library is lo-
cated at 1st and Quebec in Lowry, 720-865-
0000.  Additional library programs at
denverlibrary.org.

10/01 Thursday – "Latitudes Book Group" Join
Becker for a discussion of "In a Sunburned
Country" by Bill Bryson.  2–3pm.  Reserve
your copy today at denverlibrary.org.

10/02 Saturday – "Colorado Author Series fea-
turing Wick Downing" Wick has authored ten
novels, three for young readers.  He will be
discussing his latest, "The Trials of Kate
Hope" about a teen-age girl who, through a
wrinkle in the law, becomes a lawyer.  Set in
Denver in 1973, Kate goes to Hill Middle
School. 2pm.

10/05 Monday – "Felted Sweetness" Create a
cupcake pin cushion—no calories, but loads
of fun!  6:30–7:30pm

9/14 Monday & 9/28 Monday – "Ewe, Crocheting
and Knitting!" Bring your knitting or crocheting
supplies and receive help with your project
from Dana Juncker, owner of The Modern Ewe.
Don't have supplies or know how to knit or
crochet? No worries, supplies will be available
for purchase to learn how.  3–4 pm, 1st floor. 

9/17 Thursday – "Travel Tales" Cruise around
the world with Maribeth Berry.  2–3pm in the
large community room, 2nd floor.

9/19 Saturday – "Colorado Author Series, featuring
Ann Ripley" Ann is the author of ten mystery
novels, the latest is "Death in the Orchid Gar-
den." Her novel "Mulch" earned an award for
best genre fiction from The Colorado Authors
League. 11am.

9/19 Saturday – "Energy Efficiency"- Join Xcel
Energy and learn how easy it is to save money
and conserve energy.  10–11am, in the large
community room, 2nd floor.

9/19 Saturday – "Frolicking Fall" Celebrate the
season with Rob Wivchar, "Man of 1000
Songs!"  2–3pm.

9/23 Wednesday – "Fall Wildlife Viewing in the
Lowry Neighborhood" Fairmount Cemetery is a
designated Urban Wildlife viewing area—learn
about the wildlife in your own neighborhood.
6:30–7:30pm in the large community room,
2nd floor.

9/26 Saturday – "Colorado Author Series" Bill
Vidal will be discussing his highly acclaimed
memoir "Boxing for Cuba: An Immigrant's
Story of Despair, Endurance and Redemption"
2pm.

DENVER ZOO
9/11 Friday – "Brew at the Zoo" Enjoy an
evening of beer, wine, hors d' oeuvres, music
and dancing while supporting the zoo's Red
Apple Fund.  Tickets for zoo members are $45
in advance and $55 at the door; nonmembers,
$55/$65. 7–10pm.  www.denverzoo.org for
tickets and more info. 

9/18 Friday – "Date Night at the Denver Zoo"
Leave the cubs behind and get a little wild
while indulging in a 3-course meal, a glass of
wine and a stroll through the zoo at twilight
with your love!  $50/couple.  
www.denverzoo.org or 303-376-6741 for 
tickets and more info.  
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skulls, and identify the tracks they leave behind.

9/06 Sunday – "Hayride" 6–8pm. Escape the hus-
tle and bustle of city life and renew your sense
of wonder during this family-style hayride under
the open sky.

9/12 Saturday – "Home on the Range" 1–3pm. Ob-
serve the refuge’s newest wildlife residents—

cinnamon-colored American bison calves!
Watch as they explore their new home and
interact with the bison herd.  Learn some
interesting facts about North America’s
largest land mammal and how they almost
became extinct.  Recommended for fami-
lies. 

9/15 Tuesday – "Disappearing Treasures" Tour
the only National Eagle and Wildlife Prop-

(continued from page 15) 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL
WILDLIFE REFUGE

L O C A L    E V E N T S

Come grow your family with us this Fall:

Wonderful Children’s Ministry • Vibrant Youth Ministry

Active Adult and Family Ministry 

Back to two services starting September13th  
8:45am Contemporary Gospel Service

10am Sunday School for everyone
11am Traditional Service

303-322-1867 • www.phumc.org
Montview & Glencoe
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The Designs for Life show opens Friday, September 11 with
an opening reception from 4-8pm, and the exhibit runs from
9/11 to 10/30. Designs for Life features both professional and
student design that can be either custom made or mass pro-
duced, including furniture, lighting, camping and mountaineer-
ing equipment. The exhibit is at 1405 Florence St., one block
south of East Colfax in Original Aurora. It is free and open to
the public from 9 am to 5 pm, Monday to Friday or by ap-
pointment: gallery@davarts.org, visit www.davarts.org, or call
DAVA at 303-367-5886. 

Downtown Aurora Visual Arts (DAVA) is a nonprofit arts organi-
zation whose mission is to strengthen the community through the
arts with youth as its primary focus.

On Sept. 26 from 10am–3pm the Denver Dumb Friends
League will bring pets for adoption to the Extra Space Stor-
age building at 2955 N. Ulster St. in Stapleton and Extra
Space Storage will host a free and open-to-the-public family
fun event in conjunction with the Adoption-a-Thon. There
will be popcorn and snow cones, and every 15 minutes a
door prize will be given away. Farmer’s Insurance Group
will give away free children’s ID kits. Co-sponsoring the
event are ADT Security, Aurora Chamber of Commerce, A
Wild Smile Pediatric Dentist, Deep Rock Water, Party Time
Rental Inc., Berkshire Restaurant, Wine Cellars at Staple-
ton, Stapleton Cleaners, and Royal Crest Dairy. For more
information, contact Al Smith at asmith@extraspace.com.

The 6th Annual Stapleton Kickball Tournament offers fun for
all—players and nonplayers alike. Local DJ Ed Villacres
will be spinning it for the crowd’s enjoyment. Knowledge Be-
ginnings is providing a jumpy castle and face painting.
There will also be a huge inflatable slide, compliments of Al-
frey and Associates, PC. Lunch will be offered by Jim’N Nick’s
Bar-B-Q or Anthony’s Pizza and many other Stapleton restau-
rants are setting up “sample booths.” This year the event will
support the March of Dimes.

The event will be held at Stapleton’s Central Park (east side
by picnic pavillion) on Saturday, September 19, 2009, at 10am
(teams need to arrive by 9:45). For more information, visit
http://sites.google.com/site/sunwebsite1//SUNKickball.

Sept. 26 – Pet Adoption and 
Free Family Fun Event in Stapleton

3rd Annual Aurora International
Festival – Sept. 19, 11am-6pm

CENTRAL PARK

R
E

A
L

T
Y

PURCHASES | SALES | INVESTMENTS | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

www.CentralParkRealtyllc.com

WCEPTA
Gold

Sponsor

REALTOR®

Joe Slowey
720.232.0687

John Carranza
303.489.6196

2329 Cherry Street
$375,000 • 1.5 Story Brick • 3 Bed / 2.5 Bath

1,353 Square Feet • New Kitchen • Hardwood Floors
Walking Distance to Cherry Tomato

WISHING

EVERYONE

A HAPPY START

TO THE 2009-10
SCHOOL YEAR!

NEW PRICE

We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds • Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!
a style for every point of viewTM

Budget Blinds – custom window
coverings that fit your style 

and budget!
• Personal Style Consultants
• Thousands of samples from the best brands
• “Expert Fit” measuring and installation
• Over 1,100 consultants

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

30% OFF
All Home or 

Office Window Treatments
Call today for details!

720-870-1884
or visit us online at www.budgetblinds.com

Some Restrictions Apply. Offer Good At Time of Initial 
Estimate Only. Lifetime Limited Warranties. 

Not Valid With Any Other Offers.

BLUEPRINT
Stapleton’s “Basement Finish Leader”

Gold Star BBB Member • Visa & MasterCard
Licensed & Insured

We also offer these services:
Kitchen remodels • Garage pop tops • Decks

Bathroom makeovers • Gazebos • Window replacement
FREE design and BEST warranty

CALL TODAY 303-467-9400 Kevin D. Tafoya

Stapleton + Home +
Children = Life Insurance

Call Me to Help You
Solve This Problem

ktafoya@farmersagent.com • 303-955-0861
2332 Central Park Blvd., Denver, 80238

The zoo now offers free admittance on your birthday!
Along with free admission, birthday celebrants will get
a free souvenir button, a free junior-size ice cream
cone, a free spin on the Conservation Carousel and 10
percent off at the gift shop. Guests of any age are
eligible, but must register online at
www.denverzoo.org/birthday and visit the zoo on their
birthday. After signing up, the zoo will e-mail a ticket
and confirmation message that should be brought to
the main entrance on your birthday along with proper
ID.  A guest relations representative will give you the
coupons for the freebies!

Zoo Offers Free Admission 
on Your Birthday

Saturday, Sept. 19, 10am, Stapleton’s Central Park
6th Annual Stapleton Kickball Tournament

Designs for Life at DAVA

Grasshopper Chair 
by Double Butter

Calla
Floor
Lamp 
by Shike
Design

Enjoy the music, dance, food, hands-on activities, and
arts and crafts of cultures around the world at the third
annual Festival International.

This free event is happening from 11am to 6pm,
Saturday, Sept. 19, at Fletcher Plaza, the outdoor
urban plaza on East Colfax Avenue in the East End
Arts District.

Entertainment will be provided by cultural groups
representing a number of different countries. A World
Market will feature arts and crafts from several coun-
tries around the world.

Finally, the Passport to Culture for all ages will fea-
ture hands-on, interactive cultural activities touching
on global dance and performance, international sports
and games, make-and-take projects, and exploratory
experiences such as trying on authentic heritage attire.

Fletcher Plaza is located at 9898 E. Colfax Ave., be-
tween Havana and Yosemite streets, near the Aurora
Fox Theater.

Festival International is presented by the Northern
Aurora Business Association and sponsored by the City
of Aurora. To find out more, call 303-361-6169 or
visit www.aurorabusiness.info.

L O C A L    E V E N T S
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Steamboat 
Ski and Music

Festival
Dec. 11-13, 2009

From $117.00 per person based
on 6 per 2 bedroom condo

All packages include Lodging, 
2 day lifts, Concert, and all taxes

For info and reservations contact
Tyler @ 303-954-4147 or
Tyler@skiorganizers.com

Call me for Ski South America or Ski The West/Ski Canada

Healthy Women Needed 
for Cardiovascular Research Study

The purpose of this study is to investigate 
the impact of Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT)

and Exercise have on cardiovascular health 

Qualifications: Postmenopausal women between the ages
of 45-65 years, Non-smokers, Volunteers should not 

currently be taking HRT or exercising vigorously 
more than 2 days per week.

Benefits for study volunteers include: 
Physician supervised exercise stress test • Ultrasound of the
blood vessels • Individual exercise program • Comprehensive
dietary analyses • Measurements of bone mineral density and

body composition • Compensation for your time

If you are interested in participating please contact
Erin McIntyre at 720-848-6476 or at

Erin.McIntyre@ucdenver.edu
Division of Geriatric Medicine
University of Colorado Denver

303-766-0775
Install/Repair/Service • Complete Landscape Design/Build
Xeriscape/Drip Irrigation • Certified Irrigation Contractor

JKJ Lawn Sprinkler, Inc.
Celebrating 25 years of service to you

jkjlawnsprinkler.com

By Monika Reitmeyer

My first meal at Satchel’s took a year in the
making. I originally heard about the place
when it was just a coffee and cheese shop

and then again when the owners had just gotten their
wine and beer license—transforming the space into a
more formal dining establishment. Frankly, Satchel’s,
tucked away within the Park Hill neighborhood on
28th and Fairfax, is worth the wait.

Smelling like a deeply aged oak chest, Satchel’s is
oddly comforting, yet modern with its olive and per-

simmon stained walls, exposed brick, garage door and an-
tique tables. The restaurant can seat about 30 people. But
don’t be fooled, an ordinary Wednesday easily turns into a
packed house, where every guest seems to know one other
and laughter radiates within the tight, dimly lit space.

Satchel’s owner/chef, Andrew Casalini, focuses on using
local and mostly organic ingredients. Seasonal menus are
simple, yet grasp a broad spectrum of flavors and cooking
styles. Well-constructed plates are designed to please the
palate without overloading the senses with too many ele-
ments. The grilled romaine heart salad ($6), for example, ar-

rives wilted, yet crisp, sweet and charred with a peppery-lemon
tang. Delicious. Simple.

Entrees prove to be the main focus on the menu and are
hearty in size and flavor. Dry-rubbed ribs ($16) arrive piled high
on the plate, lacquered with a savory house-made BBQ sauce
with sweet onions and juicy chunks of tomatoes. The sauce
comes with a kick and the meat—both crispy and tender—liter-
ally falls right off the bone. Olathe sweet corn was the perfect
accompaniment and arrived steaming hot, its succulent sweet-
salty-buttery kernels fulfilling the quintessential summer crav-
ing. This meal has enough gusto to feed two ferocious eaters.

Restaurant Review    ~ Satchel’s

WELCOME HOME…
WE’VE BEEN EXPECTING YOU!

Sunday Morning Worship  – 10:00 am
Sunday School and Child Care During Worship

Park Hill Congregational Church (UCC)
26th Avenue at Leyden
Ten blocks west of Stapleton

(303) 322-9122
www.parkhillchurch.org
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Keeping 
Denver Fit for
26 years!

All Ages & Levels
Boys Program

Birthday Parties

303-355-0080 • DARDANO’S • 2250 KEARNEY ST.

One FREE Month or FREE Leotard
With Paid 4 Week Session. Good for One Session Only.

New customers only. Must present coupon. Not valid for Team Athletes. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 5/31/2010

Fitness & Fun, All in One:

Gymnastics!

Satchel’s owner/chef,  Andrew Casalini, focuses on using local and mostly organic ingredients.

Satchel’s also features grilled flank
steak with a rustic chimmichurry sauce
($15). An Argentinean mainstay, chim-
michurry is a blend of herbs (usually
parsley, thyme and oregano), shallots,
garlic, olive oil, and lemon juice and is
most often used as a marinade or sauce
for meats and vegetables. This dish is
particularly satisfying and comes with a
small grilled romaine salad...ahh, perfect.

By this point in the meal, the eater
craves something a little sweet. Satchel’s
dessert options definitely hold their own.
The strawberry shortcake ($6) is by far
the best-executed dessert of its kind—a
bold statement, yes, but really, you must
try it. Tender, buttery drop biscuits (still
warm from the oven) lounge in fresh
cream with slightly macerated strawber-
ries, still sharply sweet and full of tex-
ture. Sweetened whipped cream, topped
with a delicate sprinkling of sugar in the
raw, completes the dessert.

What really makes Satchel’s quite the
neighborhood niche eatery is its creative
weekly specials and events. Bottles of
wine are half price every Wednesday, and
kids (under 12) eat free every Thursday
(be sure to ask for kid-friendly menu op-
tions). Brunch is served every Saturday
and Sunday; think beignets, benedicts
and steak and eggs.

This little Park Hill hotspot is the
perfect neighbor, so head over for a visit.

5021 E. 28th Ave., 303-355-2137. 
Summer Hours: Dinner: Wednesday
through Saturday 5–10 p.m. Brunch:
Saturday and Sunday 9am–2pm. 
Ample parking

Monika Reitmeyer is a recent graduate
of Johnson & Wales University. She is cur-
rently studying for her MBA at the Uni-
versity of Colorado. She can be reached at
mareitmeyer@gmail.com.

Restaurant Review    ~ Satchel’s

Did you know that one in
every 10 children in Den-
ver will not be able to read

by the age of 15?  That translates
into 650 children in our commu-
nity that are starting high school il-
literate each year. Luckily, our
community has an amazing resource
to slow this staggering trend. 

Summer Scholars is a not-for-
profit organization that has been
running successful after-school and
summer literacy programs for 15
years. During this time, Summer
Scholars has helped to improve the
lives of over 17,000 elementary-age
students. Summer Scholars accom-
plishes this through comprehensive
teacher-led instruction, computer-
based tutoring, and cognitive devel-
opment activities designed to
enhance our students’ foundational
skills for success in school. 

Summer Scholars is currently of-
fering several ways to donate your
time and significantly help the chil-
dren in our community. Each of
Summer Scholars’ 15 program sites
needs volunteers to assist students
with additional one-on-one home-
work help and their computer tu-
toring lessons. Alternatively,
Summer Scholars’ central office is
looking for volunteers to get school
supplies ready for the school year.
Volunteers are needed anywhere
from one to five hours a week
throughout the year. 

If you have a strong desire to
make a difference in the lives of
children and have a few hours to
donate, please contact Adam Mc-
Farlin, 303-381-3739, to find out
more details on how you can help. 

Scholars After
School–Helping the
Next Generation

Under Contract 

New Price

New Price SOLD

New Price

SOLD Full Price!



out questions like “when will we have plans?” and “why
aren't the options being told to us now?”  It quickly became
apparent that Stapleton parents had hoped for more than
just presentations about what they've known for years—they
had come to the meeting for solutions.

So where do we go from here?  What can we do as a
community to address the school space issue? Clearly, we
need a two-pronged approach. First, we need to find several
temporary solutions to accommodate the hundreds of stu-
dents anticipated to be entering our near-capacity schools in
the next couple of years. Second, we need to find creative al-
ternatives for funding a third and possibly fourth school.
Cameron Burtron of DURA made it clear on August 5 that
DURA cannot issue more bonds until new development in
Stapleton occurs. It is not known when the next DURA
bond will be issued, nor for how much, and we can't afford
to sit around and hope that it happens sooner rather than
later. There has to be a way for our community to get school
funding other than shopping exclusively in Stapleton in
hopes of better supporting TIF funding or waiting for the
economy to pick up and development projects to proceed. 

Within a day of the meeting, the neighborhood was
abuzz with conversations about solutions. Could ECE pro-
grams be eliminated or moved?  Would modulars really
work, with an already full schedule on school facilities like
the cafeteria and gym?  Are there underutilized schools near
Stapleton that could accommodate some of our children?
How have other school districts dealt with overcrowding?
The community was ready to engage in this conversation
yesterday, not in October 2009, when DPS plans to hold a
follow-up meeting to present possible options. And why
not?  Let's start this dialogue now and keep it going until
the problem is adequately addressed. 

Below is a list of some possible space solutions, including
the benefits and concerns as-
sociated with each one. It is
certainly not complete, nor
are any of these solutions
touted as the answer. It is
simply an attempt to encour-
age this dialogue throughout
the community.

Possible temporary space
solutions:
•   Relocate ECE and K pro-
grams to another space in
Stapleton.
�    Benefits: Meets high ECE
demand and frees up space at
Westerly Creek and Bill
Roberts to meet needs of
grades 1–8.
�   Concerns: More transi-
tions for young children and
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SUN Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of every month at 
7:30pm in the Stapleton Community Room, 2823 Roslyn Street. For
information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. 

To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email
stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com or call 720-840-8492. 

Where do we go from here?
What the Stapleton Community Can Do 
About the School Space Concerns

Friendly Neighborhood
Church Seeks...YOU!

Montclair Community UMC • 1195 Newport St.
Traditional Worship 10:30am

We welcome our new pastor
Reverend Rhea Barningham 

to our Montclair family
Call 303-333-7352 or visit

www.montclairumc@hotmail.com

FREE QUOTE:
“Telling someone to ‘be Yourself ’ 

is generally bad advice.”
-Mark Twain

For another FREE quote on your
HEALTH INSURANCE

call Stephen Lloyd at
Health Plan Wizards: 303-375-8424

Serving Denver Metro & Colorado Residents for 25 years

lack of access to resources like gym, art, and music for
kindergarteners.

•   Add on to the Westerly Creek campus.
�    Benefits: There is sufficient space on the Westerly Creek

grounds to add classrooms and even expand the cafeteria, as
the school was designed with such future additions in mind.

�    Concerns: No current funds to pay for remodeling, may take
some time before the new space would be ready to use, in-
creased pressure on facilities not able to expand (i.e., gym).

•   Use temporary modular buildings for additional classroom
space.

�    Benefits: Provides immediate classroom space and allows
Stapleton children to attend a neighborhood school.

� Concerns: Additional pressure on facilities like gym and cafe-
teria, using money on a temporary solution that could be
used toward a long-term solution, more traffic for drop-
off/pick-up and parking, safety concerns during inclement
weather and school lock-downs.

•   Utilize extra capacity in surrounding schools.
�    Benefits: Schools are already built.
�   Concerns: Surrounding schools (Ashley, Phillips) are almost

at capacity, residents want neighborhood schools, DPS may
not be prepared to offer busing, forces increased driving in
our sustainable, “walkable” neighborhood.

•   Implement a year-round track system.
�  Benefits: Allows Stapleton children to attend a neighborhood

school, children may benefit from having more frequent
shorter breaks in lieu of a long summer vacation.

�    Concerns: More difficult for working families to find child-
care, vacations may not coincide with those of friends and
family, loss of a traditional “summer vacation,” DPS has
never used this system before.

•   Offer only half-day kindergarten.
�  Benefits: Allows education at a neighborhood school for

twice as many kindergarteners.
�    Concerns: Only a solution for one year; therefore would

need to have another plan ready to implement by
2011/2012, can kindergarteners be taught all they need to
know in a half day, working parents would need to find ad-
ditional childcare. 

•   Odyssey elects to build a new facility in Stapleton, freeing up
space at the Westerly Creek campus.

�    Benefits: The Odyssey side of Westerly Creek could accom-
modate 225 more students,  Odyssey could expand enroll-
ment if located in a larger facility.

�    Concerns: Odyssey may not be capable of raising the funds to
build a new facility within Stapleton. Odyssey has a contract
with DPS until 2011/2012 and by then, more than 225
spots will be needed. 

•   Build additional school(s).
�   Benefits: The only long-term solution that addresses the de-

sire of Stapleton parents to send their children to neighbor-
hood schools.

�  Concerns: The planned site for the third school is contami-
nated and remediation is currently stalled, no readily avail-
able funds to pay for construction of a new school, the
possibility that additional school buildings would eventually
become underutilized once the Stapleton baby boom ends.
While it may have been disappointing to not hear possible

solutions on August 5th, the good news is that we have a win-
dow of opportunity to have our voices and preferences heard.
DPS wants community input, one of the reasons why they did-
n't bring a list of options to the very first meeting they held
with the Stapleton community. We can be part of creating a so-
lution, rather than recipients of a plan. 

In order to stay abreast of upcoming meetings and informa-
tion available to the community, please visit the SUN Educa-
tion Committee webpage at
www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com/education. All interested
community members are also encouraged to join the Yahoo
group StapletonSchoolsCommunity
(http://groups.yahoo.com/group/StapletonSchoolsCommunity)
to participate in the dialogue and receive updates from the Edu-
cation Committee. Also, mark your calendars for the SUN
sponsored community forum with councilman Michael Han-
cock on Tuesday, September 15 at 6:30pm at Bill Roberts.

By Sophia Briegleb

On August 5th, hundreds of members of our commu-
nity turned out for the DPS school meeting held at
Bill Roberts. The agenda included three presenta-

tions—Stapleton financing 101 by Cameron Burtron of the
Denver Urban Renewal Authority (DURA), Stapleton school
survey results by Brian Weber of the Stapleton Foundation,
and Stapleton specific demographic data by Ethan Hemming
of Denver Public Schools. The overall message?  Stapleton
schools are at capacity in the 2009/2010 school year and by
next year, 150– 200 students will not have a space in a neigh-
borhood school. By 2011/2012, the number of students
without a seat is anticipated to rise to 300–500. There is no
funding available from DURA through Tax Incremental Fi-
nancing (TIF) to build an additional school until more devel-
opment occurs in Stapleton. However, more development
likely means more children moving into the neighborhood,
exacerbating the problem.

After the presentations, a Q&A session was launched.
Within minutes, members of the community were shouting

Natalie Robbins 
303.320.7752
Financial Advisor
2373 Central Park Blvd.
Suite 104, Denver, CO 80238



Number
One HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Window Washing • Carpet Cleaning

12 Years in Business • Offices • Homes • Park Hill Resident

Paulina Leon 720-628-6690 • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com
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Letters to the Editor –
The Front Porch will publish letters to the
editor as space allows. Please e-mail Tom
Gleason, editor, The Front Porch at 
TGleason@StapletonDenver.com.

Display Advertising
To place a display ad, please see contact 
information in the Front Porch ad on
page 8. Display ad reservations are due
the 10th of the month.

Get the BEST design at NO cost. 
Attention to detail at truly low prices.

You deserve nothing but the Best!

STAPLETONʼS PREFERRED BASEMENT COMPANY

Editors Note: Bob Reinert sent this informa-
tion to the members of the Greater Stapleton
Business Association. The Front Porch is pub-
lishing it since it is a subject of interest to resi-
dents of NE Denver.

By Bob Reinert, President of the Greater
Stapleton Business Association (GSBA)

As most people know by now, the I-
70/CPB interchange is fully funded, with
money being contributed by CDOT, the
city of Denver, federal stimulus funds, and
the Denver Regional Council of Govern-
ments (DRCOG). In addition, Forest City
has pledged money for the connecting road-
ways that are not part of the actual inter-
change. A few issues remain: relocating
prairie dogs and raptors living in the area
and a 100-year floodplain will need to be
“fixed” with a drainage pond.

In the public hearing on June 25, the
GSBA went on record supporting what was
presented as Alternative 3b: a new bridge
with two consecutive on/off ramps, six main
lanes going across the bridge, and bike lanes
and sidewalks in both the north and south-
bound directions. The GSBA also voiced our
objection to the time frame for completion.
We had previously been told that it would
be completed by November 2010, but the
current schedule is to complete it by 2013. 

Of the people offering comments, the

majority voiced concern over increased traf-
fic in Stapleton (especially big trucks). The
interchange will not, in my opinion, bring
large truck traffic, but it will increase the
traffic on CPB and MLK. The majority of
trucks will exit north of I-70, and those
coming south will get off at Smith Road.
Most likely, only a few will travel to MLK.
As for controlling traffic, this is an issue to
bring up with the District 2 police depart-
ment. I am sure they will work diligently to
ensure we have safe streets.

As a final comment, please remember
this is more than just Stapleton; this will
help all of the North Metro area. The idea
that “if you build the road people will
come” is obsolete. The people are here and
we need a better way to efficiently move
traffic throughout metro Denver. This inter-
change will provide jobs in the near future
for construction and many jobs after its
completion as Stapleton continues to de-
velop north of I-70. Add to this the Kronke
property and their future expansion, and
Commerce City developing along Quebec
and it seems this is a must for this part of
the metro area. 

For more information about the project,
visit http://www.denvergov.org/capital_pro-
jects_center (choose “Central Park Boule-
vard Interchange” in the upper left corner).

New Interchange at I-70/Central Park Boulevard (CPB)

Visit www.stapletonfoundation.org to
download a coupon for the NE Den-
ver Women’s Center Fundraiser at
Panda Express. Present the coupon at
Quebec Square Panda Express between
11am and 9pm on Sept. 18 and  20
percent of the purchase will go to  the
Northeast Denver Women’s Center.

Sept. 18 –
Eat Out and Support

the NE Denver
Women’s Center

Big Brothers/Big Sisters
of Colorado Needs 
Volunteer Mentors
In 2009, over 300 Aurora families will re-
quest a Big Brother or Big Sister mentor, but
only 200 of those children will get a mentor. 

Twenty-seven percent of crime in Aurora
is committed by youth, and mentors can sup-
port Aurora's youth in making good choices.

Introductory training will be held in Cen-
tral Aurora on Monday, Sept. 21, 6–8pm.

RSVP to Liz at 303-433-6002 x537.
Join us—a kid is just waiting to hang out

with you! Visit BigLittleColorado.org for
more information.

Same day and evening appointments.
High Quality Care for your entire family including kids!

Leslie McKenna, NP•Emily Shupe Talley PAC•Katie Harrer PAC

READING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.
The Odyssey Charter School is look-
ing for volunteers to read with one
child for 1/2 hour a week throughout
the school year.  Available times are
8:15 to 8:45 M-F. If interested call, Julie
at 303-316-3944 ext. 43230 or email
at julie@odysseydenver.org. 

LOST DOG: Lucy, 13 y/o, wheat col-
ored terrier mix, wasn't wearing collar.
One ear stands up, nose is black with
pink stripe (upside down "T"), her
hair's thinning with dark bald spot on
tail. Lucy needs medicine & we're
heartbroken. Please call 303-514-3997.

SNOWTIRES ON WHEELS. Blizzaks,
brand new tread, Borbet sport wheels.
Size 235-60R16. 5 lug standard pat-
tern. $500 all 4 with wheels. Contact
Jack at 303-522-1968 or jackimpro-
vises@comcast.net.

A+ CABINETRY / WOODWORK -
Local Woodshop by I-70 & Quebec.
Many local references & Member BBB.
Michael Burns / Black Forest Cabinets
- 4970 Monaco.  303.910.0359 - Visit
www.blackforestcabinets.net  - What
can I do for you?

ACUPUNCTURE, CHIROPRACTIC,
MASSAGE, SKIN CARE at Natural
Balance Integrative Health.  Insurance
Accepted! Call to schedule your ap-
pointment at (303) 355-0363. 3055
Roslyn Street, Suite 120, Denver CO
80238 - www.nbihdenver.com

AFFORDABLE CHILD CARE / PRE-
SCHOOL- 3 star Qualistar Pro-
gram/Denver Preschool Program, full
and part-time available. For more in-
formation call Stacy: 303-333-6778

AFFORDABLE PAINTING – 
Exceptional results.  Visit 
www.jcspainting.com for info & pic-
tures, or call 303.474.8882. Highly rec-
ommended.

ANXIETY? PANIC? OBSESSIONS? -
There is help available. Go to
www.MyAnxietyDoctor.com

BASEMENT DESIGN: Bid / Permit Set,
Materials Selections. Many Stapleton /
Lowry References. Diane Gordon De-
sign, 303.355.5666, 
www.dianegordondesign.com.

BASEMENT FINISHING - "Best Bang
for the Buck". Hundreds of references.
Licensed and Insured. BluePrint Design
& Construction, Inc. 303.467.9400.

BASEMENTS Best Builders - Best in
Quality & Design at truly affordable
prices. Call Jim at 720.276.7704

COLOR. STAGING. INTERIOR DE-
SIGN. Enjoy expert assistance with
your custom color palette, lighting, fur-
nishings and final touches. Flexible
Services. Creative Vision. Dramatic Re-
sults. Visit www.SheriKaz.com for Spe-
cial Offers. 303-377-5619

COMPUTER REPAIR: HUNDREDS of
happy clients: 24/7 onsite PC/MAC
Frank: 303-575-1774 - 25 yr. experi-
ence. 

COMPUTER  SERVICES – On-site
residential and small business support;
spyware removal; file recovery; secure
wireless networking; hardware/soft-
ware upgrades and installations; call
Jon at 303-736-8907

COMPUTERS: WARRANTED/
INSURED TECHNICIAN - 
Moneysaving coupon -  
BEYONDTECHNOLOGY.NET–-
Spousal Forensics, Virus Removal,
Wireless Netting – Frank  303-575-
1774  

CONSIDERING RENTING YOUR
HOUSE/Townhouse? Full Service
Property Management Company. Ex-
pert in extremely hot Stapleton mar-
ket. Will get top $$$. Call/email Tom
Cummings for free consultation.
303.324. 6988 TJCMGMT@msn.com. 
www.StapletonForRent.com

DENVER’S RESIDENTIAL PAINT
SPECIALISTS Interior/Exterior. 12
years in Business! Neat, conscientious
craftsmanship, color consultations,
polite, respectful, & fully licensed/
bonded/insured crew (same crew for
3 years) Impeccable local Stapleton
references. Call John with Premier
Paint Works, Inc. at 303-864-9247

GUITAR LESSONS - After School
Group Lessons for Children, ages 7-14.
First session begins week of Sept. 1.
STAPLETON/ODYSSEY SCHOOL:
Tuesdays & Thursdays. 6 weeks $102.
For Stapleton registration, call
303.872.0782 or visit www.MyEnrich-
ment.com. Also at Cory Elementary
on Wednesday afternoons. Contact:
Jen@CityStringsGuitar.com ~
www.CityStringsGuitar.com

HANDYMAN AND REMODELING -
Serving Park Hill since 2001. No job
too small. Home Repairs, Tile, Paint-
ing, Carpentry, Landscape, Basement,
Baths and Kitchens. Free estimates
303-333-4507 

HOME COOKED MEALS! Afford-
able, healthy, personalized. Mangia!
Personal Chef Service will menu plan,
shop, cook and clean up. What will
you do with your free time? Contact
Michelle: 303-324-1198 
mangiapersonalchef.com

HOUSE CLEANING – Mature, hon-
est, friendly, dependable. 303-671-
9065

HOUSECLEANING-EXCELLENT
LOCAL REFERENCES - 12 years in
business, Park Hill resident. Homes,
offices. Paulina 720.628.6690 
PaulinaLeon22@hotmail.com

HOUSECLEANING SERVICES – Pro-
fessional, detailed residence cleaning
for a good price. Call Lourdes Men-
doza at 720.404.9375. We’re nego-
tiable to fit our customer’s needs.

HOUSEKEEPING WITH 15 years of
experience - affordable rates, free es-
timates and many references. For
more info, please contact Juana
Ramos at 720.371.3290

JOE MCCOOL - INDEPENDENT
INSURANCE agent  www.josephmc-
cool.com 303-777-1951 Ingmire-
Phillips insurance

MILE HIGH CLIMBERS - Annie Sas-
seville, RD has joined the Mile High
Climbers therapy team! Annie spe-
cializes in pediatric, vegetarian, ado-
lescent sports and prenatal nutrition.
Contact us at milehighclimbers.com
or 303-872-9033. Mile High Climbers
continues in their mission to "Sup-
port each child's unique climb".  

MOUNTAIN HIGH IRRIGATION,
LANDSCAPE & Lawn Care.  Call
now to schedule aerations, fall clean
up, sprinkler winterizations and more.
303-915-4962.

SERVICESHELP WANTED

LOST

FOR SALE

SERVICES

SERVICES
OMEGA DECK, FENCE and Per-
gola staining and designing in beau-
tiful redwood, fir or cedar.  Please
call Norman at 720.270.5101

PARTY!  TimeWise Replenishing
Serum+C gives collagen a boost!
It's all about you. Denise
www.marykay.com/dzaiontz

PERSONAL REGISTERED DIETI-
CIAN (RD) with experience in
adult weight management, sports
nutrition and special diets available
for consultation. 
$90/hr consult.  Email:  
michellelynnhenry@gmail.com or
call 720-587-9660

PIANO SERVICE - Tuning, repair,
reconditioning. Registered Piano
Technician with Piano Technicians
Guild, 30 years experience serving
metro Denver - close to Park Hill
& Stapleton.  David Nereson -
303.355.5770

PLUMBING – I show up on time!
I do it right!  I don’t gouge!  Brug-
man Plumbing – Larry @
303.935.6348.  
www.brugmanplumbing.com

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING
SERVICES. – “Sizzling Special” In-
sured, Bonded, Worker’s Comp.
Affordable, Reliable, Individualized
Service, Commercial/Residential,
Member Denver BBB, Free Esti-
mates, Credit Cards Accepted, Al-
ways Clean 303.431.9808 
www. denverhousecleaning.com

QUALITY AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN! Insured Handyman
Services include: baby proofing,
ceiling fans/light fixtures, closet or-
ganizers, assembly, repairs, pictures
hung, fence staining, etc. No Job
Too Small! Bob 720-434-3649
besthandyman@comcast.net

ROSA’s HOUSECLEANING -
Quality residential and commercial
cleaning services at an affordable
rate.  Call Rosa for a Free Esti-
mate today at 720-364-8109  or
email at r-seguram@hotmail.com

TILE INSTALLATIONS – Floors,
bathrooms, counters, backsplashes,
fireplaces, reasonable rates. Staple-
ton references. Call Rick Straub,
303-548-8591

VOCAL COACH - Teaching all
ages.  Concepts of singing tech-
nique in a fun atmosphere.  My
studio or your home.  Also, audi-
tion preparation and after-school
activities.  Cindy Williams  (303)
388-1142 

VOLVO SPECIALISTS - Aurora
Import Repair has specialized on
Volvo repair and maintenance for
30 years.  Located between Lowry,
Stapleton and Fitzsimons. Please
call 303-344-2541 for more infor-
mation

WELDING SERVICES - Any repair
or custom fabrication. Steel, stain-
less, aluminum, titanium, copper.
A.W.S. Certified and insured. Shop
or onsite mobile. Flying M Welding.
Scott -720.363.5267
FlyingM@mac.com or 
www.flyingmwelding.com

YOU DESERVE A MASSAGE!! Sta-
pleton mom & CMT brings thera-
peutic hotstone, Swedish, deep
tissue, sports recovery, Reiki, pain
mgmt, & chair massage to the
comfort of YOUR home or office!
9 years experienced. Gift certifi-
cates & same day appts available!
call Denise Chew today
303.956.1912

BEAUTIFUL CRESCENT FLATS
APARTMENTS. Contemporary
urban flats, above E. 29th Town
Center. 1 Bedrooms from $879, 2
Bedrooms from $1235. Floor-to-
ceiling windows, in-suite washer/
dryer. Pet friendly. Immediate occu-
pancy. Enjoy all Stapleton ameni-
ties. 1-877-768-2663. 2853 Roslyn
St. EHO. Please call for specials. 

BOTANICA ON THE GREEN
APARTMENTS. Stylish condo-style
apartments by Founders Green. 1
Bedrooms from $965, 2 Bedrooms
from $1245, 3 Bedrooms from
$1599. Garage, private balcony. Pet
friendly. Immediate occupancy.
Enjoy all Stapleton amenities. 1-
877-768-2663. 2853 Roslyn St.
EHO. Please call for specials.

LOWRY HOME - 4 bedrooms up-
stairs, huge master & large tile
bathroom, 4 baths, California clos-
ets, living room, family room, fire-
place, formal dining, granite,
hardwood, basement with 2 bed-
rooms, play room, bath, laundry,
extras, 2 car garage Available late
fall, $2250 tofi12@msn.com

BABYSITTER- Alicia Bonilla, BR
student, 12 y/o. Energetic, Respon-
sible and Red Cross Certified. Ref-
erences. 303-669-7151.

BABYSITTER - Nicole Shook ex-
perienced in child care, red cross
certified, references available. Call
720 352 0647

NIGHT OUT? Call Babysitter
Shannon Wilson - 720-519-6129 in
Stapleton. Red Cross certified, ex-
perienced Mother's Helper, Ages 6
mos - 6 years. References available.

RED CROSS CERTIFIED BABYSIT-
TER – By puddle jumper pool. Age
11 ½ - Call Greg @ 303.841.9304

SERVICES

FOR RENT

KIDS ADS

To place a classified ad, 
please visit www.frontporchstapleton.com.

Choose the link for Classifieds 
and follow the online instructions. 

The deadline is the 15th of the month 
for an ad in the next issue. 

CLASSIFIED ADS
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By Carol Roberts

The success of the Stapleton community
and the local public schools was evident
in the results of a recent survey of Sta-

pleton residents. Over 60 percent of respon-
dents said they expect to live in Stapleton for
10 or more years, and 70 percent wish to send
their children to a traditional neighborhood
public school. Most of the respondents already
have young children and almost 25 percent
planned to add to their families or were expect-
ing. (See survey on page 10.) That adds up to
more kids than there are slots in existing
schools in
upcoming
years.

Ac-
cording to
Cameron
Bertron
with the
Denver
Urban Re-
newal Au-
thority
(DURA),
the econ-
omy has
slowed de-
velopment
at Staple-
ton, which
ultimately dictates the capacity to issue new
bonds that fund new infrastructure such as
schools at Stapleton.

“The funding mechanism to pay for Staple-
ton schools is tax increment financing (TIF),”
Bertron said.  “DURA issues bonds at the be-
ginning of each planned phase of development
at Stapleton and the proceeds of those bonds
are used to pay for the infrastructure needed to
support the development, such as roads and
schools.  The bonds are then repaid from the
new taxes that are generated from the redevel-
oped property.”

Berton noted that DURA last issued Staple-
ton TIF bonds in 2004 and all of the develop-
ment to date (and some of the future

Moongate Asian Grill
Quality Food at a Great Value!
745 Quebec St.  303-329-2921 www.moongatefusion.com

September Dining Special: Buy one wine or beer, get one free w/meal.        Free Delivery*
*Limited area, $10 min. 

Grass roots Coalition Looks for Creative Solutions to Build Another School
Premium Fishwrap*

At the end of the night, several middle-
school-aged kids passed us walking up the
street. Apparently one flashed a gang sign to
a group across the street. Shots rang out and
a young man, barely a teenager, lay dead on
my neighbor’s front lawn.

Houses went up for sale the next day.
For those of us who stayed, there was a
stake to drive in the ground and therefore
work to do. Get busy we did. People got the
mayor to start a gang task force and put a
cop shop near the museum. We lobbied for
a unified effort to fight gang violence and it
really worked. People changed the schools,
started charter schools and everyone became
involved in the schools. Other than moving
the airport, there has been no other
community-wide effort that has sparked so
much change in the almost 30 years I have
lived in this neighborhood. A change that
has not simply gentrified the neighborhood
but rather established a consciousness of
tolerance.

For those of you in that picture and oth-
ers who face the dilemma of school space, it
is time to get busy because this is a terrific
community with incredibly talented people.
People I know with babies or toddlers who I
have worked with on political campaigns re-
mind me of the people I know who have
started charter schools in this area. No prob-
lem is too big that good people cannot solve.
It is very easy to place blame as to how we
arrived at these circumstances; it is much
more difficult to get involved and create
something you can now only imagine.

This column was initially going to be
a light-hearted harangue about the
anxiety and joys associated with this
time of year and children going back
to school. Then on August 6th, the
Denver Post published a front-page
photograph of Stapleton parents at-
tending a meeting at Westerly Creek
regarding the lack of space for Staple-
ton children in existing schools. The
faces that were captured in that pic-
ture were noticeably distraught by the
lack of real answers being provided by
whoever was in charge at that meet-
ing. The intensity went well beyond
the room, I presume, following the
parents to their homes, nearby coffee
shops and social gatherings.

The emotion displayed in the pic-
ture reminded me of another time in
this neighborhood. A time when fear
could have triumphed and the Park
Hill area would have been a very dif-
ferent neighborhood today. Instead,
an entire neighborhood stood up and
beat back a real threat to all of our
safety and well-being.

On Halloween night 1993, I was
trick or treating with my five- and
three-year-old on our street in Park
Hill. At that time, gang activity in
Northeast Denver was at its zenith.
However, it never occurred to me that
it may have been unsafe to take my
children door to door on Cherry
Street between 17th and Montview.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

After all, my kids went to a charter
school that was on a Stapleton airport
runway. The classrooms were trailers
and the playground was on the tarmac.
What I noticed during that time is that
the children survive these struggles with
a lot more resilience than their parents.

Jon Meredith lives in Stapleton. He
can be reached at jon.meredith@q.com.

*Fishwrap is a slang term that started
in the ’30s and refers to the transient
value of yesterday’s newspaper.

Cameron Bertron from the Denver Urban Renewal Authority explains TIF financing at the community meeting with DPS on Aug. 5th.

Photo by Karl Gehring, The Denver Post

Back to School Can Bring Angst or Action
By Jon Meredith
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involved in the process (DPS, DURA, Forest City) to sit down
together and discuss the third school situation. That’s when we
first learned they were going to say because of the economic sit-
uation no new money is available through DURA (Denver
Urban Renewal Authority), and DURA is the only way to fund
a new school. And that’s when we said to ourselves, ‘It’s time for
us to get creative.’”

The group cites the new Stapleton recreation center as an ex-
ample of creative funding. The City did not have enough funds
to build it alone, but there was a group of people committed to
that project and they found a combination
of funding sources that made it happen.
Rudolph says she asked Stapleton’s School
Board Representative Kevin Patterson if
there is any reason creative financing can’t
be used for schools and he told her it is pos-
sible and they have done it with other kinds
of buildings.

“In the current talk about possible short-
term solutions, we don’t want to lose track

of the real
goal, which
is a third
school.
We’re not
saying now
what it
should be,”

Welcoming our latest addition,
Dr. Amy Nash

says Herndon. Bush and Rudolph add, “It
might be K-8. It might be a middle school. It
might be a middle and high school. It might
be a changing school.” Herndon believes par-
ents in Stapleton “will support the schools and
do what they need to do over the short term if
they know the long term is put into place.”

“We need one person that oversees Staple-
ton’s education needs and communicates with
all the different boards and entities,” says Leslie
Bush.  “We need someone who’s accountable
and knowledgeable and who has the resources
to effect change—someone who attends the
school board meetings and talks to the princi-
pals and gets true numbers and the capacity.
They can monitor the number of people mov-
ing into the community so they don’t have to
guess at future needs. Our coalition exists be-
cause there’s no one to do that now.”

SCEC held a community meeting on August 24th to
identify resources in the community and talk about how
the group will move forward, and the Coalition expects
that members will continue to gather and participate in
efforts to find creative financing for a third Stapleton
school.

To contact or join the Stapleton Community
Education Coalition, e-mail StapletonCEC@yahoo.com
or visit the Stapleton Community Education Coalition’s
Facebook page.

Grass roots Coalition Looks for Creative Solutions to Build Another School
development, such as the Eastbridge Town Center) has been
pledged to repay the 2004 bonds.  As a result, no new bonds can be
issued until development is ready to proceed in new areas of Staple-
ton, which means there is no TIF funding available for another
school at this time.

Given that situation, a grassroots coalition, the Stapleton Com-
munity Education Coalition (SCEC), has formed in Stapleton to
find “creative funding” for a third school.

“We all love living here and we want to continue living here and
we want to educate our kids here, so now we need to be creative in
continuing that success by figuring out a solution here,” says Jo-
Nell Herndon. That belief inspired her, along with other parents,
to form the SCEC, a group of Stapleton parents whose goal is to

ensure that all Stapleton children
have the opportunity to attend a
traditional neighborhood school
and continue to have quality edu-
cation from ECE to high school. 

“We know people walked
away from the community meet-
ing with DPS on August 5th feel-
ing it’s over,” says Tammy
Rudolph, one of the co-founders
of the Stapleton Community Ed-
ucation Coalition (SCEC). “But
we don’t feel that way. We know
that it (financing for a third
school) will have to happen cre-
atively. And we think that if any
neighborhood can do it, we can
do it.”

Formed this past May, the
group’s first step was to educate themselves and other interested
members of the community about all possible options for building
new schools in the Stapleton community. 

“Because the funding of Stapleton schools is a convoluted web,
there has been a lot of misinformation,” says Herndon. Another co-
founder of the group, Lesley Bush, adds, “In June, City Council-
man Hancock put together a meeting for us and everybody

We know people
walked away from the
community meeting
with DPS on August
5th feeling it’s over.
But we don’t feel that
way... 
We think that if any
neighborhood can do
it, we can do it.

–Tammy Rudolph

In the current talk about
possible short-term solu-
tions, we don’t want to lose
track of the real goal,
which is a third school... 
I believe Stapleton parents
will support the schools
and do what they need to
do over the short term if
they know the long term is
put into place.

– Jo-Nell Herndon

In June we met with
everyone involved in the
(funding) process. That’s
when we learned no 
new money is available
through DURA. And
that’s when we said to
ourselves, “It’s time for
us to get creative.”

– Lesley Bush

We’re saving a place for you 
At St. Matthew Lutheran Church
We’re right next door! No matter your age, where you

come from, or who you are, there is a place for you here:

Sunday Mornings: Worship 9:00am
Sunday School 10:15am

Join us for Rally Day Sunday, Sept. 13, 2009

Pastor Barb Martens 
16th & Havana Street • 303 366-1373                            

www.stmatthew-elca.org
Because God’s love matters!
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Newest Korean Restaurant in Your Neighborhood
10am - 8pm Closed Sundays • FREE Wi-fi

11650 Montview • 303-344-0603 • kimchee.com

Grandma’s Korean BBQ
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