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By Jon Meredith

As a young person on a strider whizzed through the red light at 23rd and Holly, his
mother, trailing behind, shouted, “This is the only time in your whole life you can run
a red light.” The child was most pleased and so was everyone else who participated in

Viva Streets on Sunday, August 14. That day, 23rd Ave. between Colorado and Syracuse
was closed to motorized traffic for four hours and 23rd Ave. became a “ciclovia,” a bike
path or street closed to cars.

Second Grade Teacher’s Helper Has Four Paws

Big Crowds at Denver’s First

Ciclovia
At 10am on August 14, thousands of bicyclists, along with walkers, skateboarders, kids on scooters and other non-motorized forms of travel flooded 23rd Avenue. 

For the next four hours people mingled in the street, participating in a combination of planned and spontaneous activities.

Sept. 25–Park Hill’s
33rd Home Tour 

By Carol Roberts

Park Hill’s 33rd Annual Home Tour features seven
homes—some new, some over 100 years old, all
offering ideas for home improvements and new

decor. The tour will be held on Sunday, September 25
from 11am to 5pm. Proceeds will fund a summer youth
program, emergency food and shelter programs and
other community services.
The accompanying street fair in

(continued on page 26)
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Second grade teacher Shannon Umberger’s service dog, Rowena “Ro” joined her class at Bill Roberts this year. When Umberger does
not need her assistance, Ro snoozes nearby or in her kennel. The students learned on the first day of school that Ro is not a class pet.
Story is on page 13.

Katherine and John Paddock, who live on 25th Avenue show
the fully remodeled kitchen that they designed themselves.

Big Crowds at Denver’s First

Ciclovia



What is your Community DNA?
This is our continuing piece about
creating a positive Denver Neighborhood
Attitude or DNA. We like to provide a
little something for you to help us
make Denver a better place.  
How often are you frustrated by a

driver on the road only to pass them
and you notice they are on the phone,
not paying attention to the job of
driving? This month we want to
challenge you to put the phone down
whenever you are in the car. See if you
can go without using the phone unless
you are pulled over and parked. This is
not an easy challenge but it will help to
make our community a safer place if all
drivers are paying attention to driving
and not using their phone. Try it for
the month and see how it goes.      

Active Minds Seminar
The topic this month is Spain. Active
Minds will follow the Stapleton
Activities, Inc., potluck at 7pm on
Thursday, September 8 in the Stapleton
MCA Community Room. From its
heights as the dominant country in the
world in the 16th century, Spain is now
one of the European countries
struggling with debt. Join Active Minds
as we explore the roots and legacy of
the Spanish Empire and how this
important country fits into the regional
and global puzzle.
Please join us for the final potluck

dinner of the season. This will be the
last month for a potluck prior to our
Active Minds Seminar. The potluck
begins at 6pm prior to the program.
Just bring a dish to share. Utensils,
plates and beverages provided. For
more information, please visit
www.ActiveMindsForLife.com.      

Stapleton Rocks…a concert for a cause.
The event is scheduled for Saturday,
September 10 and begins at 10am and
will conclude at 10pm. It will be a day
filled with music, food and fun. Ticket
proceeds from the quad bungee, the
giant slide and the concession stand
will benefit Flobots.org and Denver
Children’s Home.  
The bands participating are also

raising money for the two causes. The
bands that raise the most money will
perform before one of our headline
concerts next summer!

Sponsored by Stapleton MCA

2011 Stapleton Rocks Schedule

We also want to correct the name of the
logo contest winner. Jason Hirsh created
our terrific new logo and we misprinted his
name. Sorry, Jason! For more information
about this event, visit our website at
www.stapletoncommunity.com or call the
MCA office at 303.388.0724.

Dog Daze
The pool goes to the dogs on Sunday,
September 11 from 1–3pm, at F15 pool.
Bring your furry friend for a dip in the
pool. The cost is $5 per dog in advance
and $10 at the door. The proceeds go to
the Denver Animal Shelter. For more
information, visit our website at
www.stapletoncommunity.com or call
303.388.0724.  

Sweet William Market
The final market of the season is scheduled
for Saturday, September 24 from 9am–
2pm on The Green. Sweet William Market
is a great place to meet friends while
wandering through the treasures displayed
on The Green. If you have not been, it is a
treat to wander and see the creative ways
people express themselves.  

Kid’s Triathlon
The Stapleton MCA would like to thank
Andi Felsher for organizing our first Kid’s
Triathlon. Thanks to our sponsors and also
to the 12–14-year-old age group for
blazing the trail for our younger age
groups. This is sure to be an annual event!             

If you have any questions or comments
about the information above, please feel
free to contact
events@stapletoncommunity.com or call
the MCA office at 303.388.0724.

Diane Deeter
Director of 
Programming and Events

Apolo 10-10:30am
School of Rock 10:45-11:15am
Lucy Yanagida 11:30am-12pm
The Running Lights 12:15-12:45pm
Youth in Conflict 1-1:30pm
*BREAK* 1:45-2:15pm
Mossgatherers 2:30-3pm
Getting Betty 3:15-3:45pm
3 Star Monday 4-4:30pm
Wabash Cannonballs 4:45-5:15pm
Outta My Alley 5:30-6pm
Olivia Rudeen 6:15-6:45pm
Mitch Lehn Trio 7-7:30pm
Humbuckers 7:45-8:15pm
Control Tower 8:30-9pm

The Stapleton Front Porch is published by Stapleton
Front Porch, LLC, 2566 Syracuse St., Denver, CO 80238.
33,000 papers are printed. The free paper is distributed
during the first week of each month to homes and
businesses in Stapleton, Park Hill, Lowry, Montclair,
Mayfair, Hale and East Colfax.www.FrontPorchStapleton.com

EDITORS and PUBLISHERS:
Carol Roberts and Steve Larson
303-526-1969  
FrontPorchStapleton@gmail.com
AD SALES: Karissa McGlynn 303-333-0257
KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com
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*More information at Events@stapletoncommunity.com
The Green is located in the 29th Ave. Town Center in
Stapleton at E. 29th Ave. and Roslyn St. 
Stapleton MCA Community Room 2823 Roslyn St.
Central Park is at MLK and Central Park Blvd.
F15 Pool is at 2831 Hanover St

CA L E N DA R

Every Sunday
Farmers Market 8:30am–12:30pm
The Green*

Thursday, September 1
North Stapleton General Development Plan 
Amendment, Public Meeting, 5:30pm, Northfield
Community Room (Note new location—near
Airfoils sculpture on east side of Main St.)

Saturday, September 3
Stapleton Recycling Event 10am–2pm 
Sam’s Club parking lot in Quebec Square

Saturday, September 3
Neighborhood Partners Environmental Team &
Sand Creek Regional Greenway—8th Annual REI
Volunteer Clean Up Day. 8am-noon. Meet at
Sand CreekTrailhead. Sign up at volunteerout-
doors.net (More information on page 18)

Saturday, September 3 & 10
Denver Art Museum - SCFD Free Day 
720-865-5000   www.denverartmuseum.org

Tuesday, Sept. 6 & Oct. 4
Children's Museum, Target Tuesdays
1st Tuesday nights free, 4–8pm, cmdenver.org

Thursday, September 8
Stapleton Activities, Inc. Potluck, 6–7pm
Active Minds Seminar, Spain 7–8pm 
Stapleton MCA Community Room*

Saturday, September 10
Stapleton Rocks…A Concert for a Cause 
10am-10pm The Green*

Sunday, September 11
Colorado Remembers 9/11, Civic Center Park,
sponsored by the mayor & governor, with the
Beach Boys, Colo. Symphony, Military Flyover. 
1-6pm www.thecell.org

Sunday, September 11
Dog Daze 1–3pm F15 Pool*

Sunday September 11
Stapleton Community Golf Tournament
4-person scramble and parent/child tournament.
Bounce House, Hop in a Blackhawk helicopter
and Humvee 1–5pm. Westerly Creek School
fundraiser. (More information on page 19)

Saturday, September 17
SUN Kickball Tournament. Proceeds benefit Sta-
pleton elementary schools. 10am-2pm, Central
Park*. stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 
(See article on page 24)

Saturday, September 17
Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Open House, 10am–2pm 
(See article on page 12)

Stapleton Rocks, a free and open to the public concert, will be Sept. 10 from 10am to 10pm.

Nearby events that are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC or are nonprofit.
(Additional events are listed on pages 16-19. Recurring events are listed on page 16.) 

�

The Front Porch welcomes submissions
of upcoming local events (see

information on p.17) and story ideas.
Deadline is the 15th for the next issue.

Sun, Sept 18 & Mon, Sept 26
Denver Museum of Nature and Science - SCFD
Free Day 303-322-7009   www.dmns.org

Friday, Sept. 23 - Sat., Oct. 1
Denver Beer Fest, www.DenverBeerFest.com

Saturday, September 24
Sweet William Market 9am–2pm
The Green* www.SweetWilliamMarket.com

Saturday, September 24
FarmFest at the Urban Farm 1–8pm
10200 Smith Road, Denver 80239
Email info@theurbanfarm.org for tickets
Music, food, fun for families. StepUpDenver.org

Sunday, September 25
33rd Annual Park Hill Home Tour & Street Fair,
11am–5pm See story on pages 1 & 3
robertalocke@aol.com or 303-355-4492

Sunday, September 25
Step Up for Down Syndrome, City Park 
7am-12pm Live Entertainment, Games, Food
Fundraiser for Mile High Down Syndrome Assoc

Monday, September 26
Denver Botanic Gardens - SCFD Free Day
720-865-3500   www.botanicgardens.org

Saturday, October 1
Denver Art Museum - SCFD Free Day 
720-865-5000   www.denverartmuseum.org

Thursday, October 6
Stapleton Education Expo, preschools–high
schools. Swigert McAuliffe International School
3480 Syracuse St. 6:30–8pm
SUNEducationCommittee@gmail.com.

Thursday, October 13
Active Minds Seminar 7–8pm 
Stapleton MCA Community Room*

Sunday, October 16
Pumpkin Patch 8:30am–12:30pm
The Green*

OCTOBER

September 2011
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and volunteer opportunities.
Advance tickets online (by 9/23) are $13.50

for adults, $8 for seniors 60 and over and $5
for kids 6-12 years or at King Soopers. Tickets

are also available at Park Hill Bookstore and
Park Hill Library. On the day of the tour,
tickets are $15/$9/$6. Visit ParkHillHome
Tour.com for more information. 

donated items from local businesses and
individuals. And in addition, local arti-
sans and businesses will display products
and non-profits will offer information

Park Hill Home Tour

The dining area of the Paddocks’ approximately 1850 square foot home looks
out on their almost 10,000 square foot lot. When they first moved in, they had
a major renovation done on the hous, during which they lived in one room,
washing dishes in the shower and cooking on the barbeque.

Patty and Dave Roush are only the second owners of this 1929 home on Forest Park-
way. The original owner lived alone for many years, so the house was in good condi-
tion, but not renovated. When she died, she left the home to the Montview
Presbyterian Church, which then sold the home to the Roushes in 1983. Their first
renovation was a new kitchen in 1986.

The Paddocks say what they like best about their home is looking out at their yard or being out on their porches.
“It’s like a refuge. We’ve done a lot to the yard... adding perennials, trees and a vegetable garden,” says Katherine.
The yard is not, however, a refuge for pigeons. The Paddocks have seen hawks kill three pigeons in the four years
they’ve lived there. “We had a hawk in our bird bath this week,” says John.

The home could be described as Cottswold Cottage style (sometimes also called Storybook Style or English
Country Cottage), which often has a steep roof, a prominent chimney near the door and an asymetrical design.
The Roush’s home has a unique turret, the exterior of which is shown above and the interior is visible at the back
of the bedroom. Their large “pet” (stuffed) dog can be seen looking out the window. The home originally had one
large bathroom upstairs, which they had renovated into a master bath and a hall bath for their two daughters. 

The Roushs found some landscaping plans that had been drawn for the home in the 1950’s and not imple-
mented. Thirty years later, they tracked down the original landscaper and had him redraw the plans and install
new landscaping in the 1980s. 

the 1900 block of
Forest Street will offer live entertainment,
beer and wine, and a variety of food from
local restaurants. A silent auction will include

(continued from page 1)
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By Judith Schwartz

Derek Blass, first-time published novelist,
trial lawyer, community activist and do-
it-yourselfer, sets goals and goes full-

speed ahead.
He describes his fast-moving thriller, Enemy in

Blue—about the surreptitious videotaping of an
illegal Mexican immigrant murdered by a racist
police officer and its cover-up—as “action of a
movie by producer Bruckheimer with director
Tarantino’s characters and edge.” 
Half Mexican on his mother’s side, Blass

noted a void in the Latino population when
growing up near San Francisco. Teenage angst to
get far away from home led him cross-country to
Duke University. But, at that time there wasn’t a
prevalent Latino community in North Carolina.
At Denver University’s Sturm College of Law, his
identity came into focus. He helped bring the
National Latino Law Student Conference to
Denver for the first time. He came under the
wing of Latino mentors, including Dr. Ramon
Del Castillo, head of Chicana/o Studies at Metro
State. He then served on the Denver Latino
Commission and board of Escuela Tlatelolco, cre-
ated in 1970 to provide Latino/a students with
cultural pride and self-esteem to grow into suc-
cessful adults and benefit the community. The
Colorado Hispanic Bar Association named Blass
the 2010 Outstanding Young Lawyer (5 years/less
of practice). 
In recent years, Blass observed that police bru-

tality cases involving Frank Lobato, Juan Vasquez
and Michael DeHererra had a profound, disturb-

ing effect on the Latino community. Such inci-
dents aren’t new, but are now widely publicized
through personal videos and social media. Thus,
the nexus for his debut novel. 
“There are good cops and bad cops. Most

cops are good people, but I believe all cops
should be good because they carry guns and don’t
have the margin of error to be abusive,” says
Blass.
Why he writes: “I’ve just always enjoyed writ-

ing.” At Christmas 2008, his wife, Meranda, gave
him a paper notebook. He wrote 500 words a
day, at 5am, as if training for a marathon. His
novel took two and one-half years to write; a year
to edit. “It’s like compound interest,” he says.
“You feel like you make money at a snail’s pace,
but then one morning, after ten years of disci-
pline, you awake and have doubled your initial
investment.” 
He initially toyed with the route of traditional

publishing. Deciding that path wasn’t timely
enough, and a natural do-it-yourselfer, he took
control. He learned a Flash program to build his
website, designed business cards, publicized and
branded the book with social media, and used an
Amazon service to set up sales. Only the cover
was designed professionally. Blass intends to es-
tablish his target market, prove sales, and then
may approach traditional publishers about read-
ership expansion. 
He notes it can cost $7,000–$10,000 to get

your book out there, depending on how much a
writer uses outside services. He says, “It’s not
easy! Writing may be your passion but it’s just

Montclair Resident Tackles Self-Publishing

Com
ing

Octo
ber

2011

Botox® ~ Fillers

Laser Skin Resurfacing

Laser Hair Removal

Chemical Peels

2373 Central Park Blvd #103 next to 
Sweet Life Nail Bar in the old Remax building 

www.restormedicalspa.com

Derek Blass
works in the
attic study of 
his 1939 Tudor
home in East
Montclair. Blass
has recently
completed his
first novel,
Enemy in Blue,
and has already
started on his
next one, even
as he works full
time as a lawyer
and renvovates
his house.
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bikers. 
“I thought the kids were going to go cuckoo

for the wristbands, but the thing they enjoy
most is going under the machine and hearing it
go ‘beep,’” she said. “They love hearing the ma-
chine go off. They go under it more than once
even though it won’t count them more than
once.”
Klaassen became interested in Boltage when

she learned that of the nearly 800 children at
Bill Roberts, close to 70 percent of them were
being driven to school. 
“Most of the kids live within a mile and a

half of the school,” she said. “We have huge
sidewalks and bike paths in Stapleton. Around
the school it has become so congested with
everybody trying to drop off their kids that it
was becoming a safety hazard. There is anywhere
from a two- to four-block backup on both sunny
and cold days. Some of the worst pollution is
around schools because parents sit and idle.
“For safety reasons and for health reasons, we

one set of skills.” Then follows hard work, includ-
ing keeping up with ever-growing, essential cyber-
space outlets. Blass writes a blog on writing and
self-publishing at www.derekblass.wordpress.com.
“Creating and marketing your novel is an art.

It’s a product; you have to sell it, be relentless and
borderline shameless. It’s not for everyone, but I’d
rather be walking up a mountain than a flat road.
It’s more interesting,” he says. 
Blass, a full-time attorney at a local law firm,

relishes the challenges of his medical malpractice/
construction defect civil litigation practice. He and
Meranda took on an East Montclair 1939 Tudor
with 28 plumbing leaks. He’s doing the remodeling
work himself, of course. Recently, he was asked to
create the Denver chapter of the Colorado Latino
Forum. 
Now 45,000 words into his next novel, he says

that once he gets his characters flowing on paper,
they take off in exciting directions he never imag-
ined. He calls it “an absolute release of control in
contrast to my normal tendency…which is to be in
control.”
Contact Derek Blass at enemyinblue@

gmail.com, Twitter, Facebook, or his website at
www.rogue-books.com. The book is available on
Amazon.

Judith Schwartz, owner of FinalEyes Copyediting,
does copy editing/writing for advertising agencies, uni-
versities, nonprofits, newspapers and authors. Contact
her at 303.320.0590 or judschwartz@msn.com.

By Nancy Burkhart

Students at Bill
Roberts K-8
School have an

opportunity to par-
ticipate in efforts to
save the environ-
ment at the same
time they work on
being healthy by
walking or biking to
school through a
program called Bolt-
age.
Stapleton resi-

dent Kristen
Klaassen learned
about Boltage when
a story about it aired
on National Public
Radio.
“It was started by

two dads in Boulder
who wanted their kids to get to school on
their own,” Klaassen said. “They were
techies so they developed Boltage into a
computer-monitored bike/walk-to-school
program.”
The website, www.Boltage.org, states its

mission as, “…our real goal is to make
walking and biking a way of life. That
means we need to win over the hearts and
minds of kids. So we put a lot of effort into
trying to make Boltage cool and developing
incentive programs with kids.”
The kids are given an RFID tag at

school. The tag can be tied on their back-
packs. A solar-powered, Wi-Fi Internet-en-
abled RFID reader, called the Zap, was
installed on a pole near the bicycle racks,
Klaassen said. When a student walks or
bikes to school, they run under the Zap,
which records them. Different-colored
wristbands are earned for every group of 10
trips. A bulletin board features walkers and

really want kids to use their own energy to
get to school, be more healthy and be aware
of what’s going on in their neighborhood. If
the kids are more active, they’re more alert
at school.”
The Boltage program requires someone

like Klaassen to lead the organization for
each school. According to the website, the
system hardware initially costs about
$5,100. Annual maintenance, which begins
in the second year, costs $950. Although the
system comes with 500 RFID tags for the
children’s backpacks, additional tags cost
$115 per 100 tags.
Klaassen said the program was paid for

with private donations. The Boltage website
indicates that grants also can be obtained.
Students earn small rewards for accom-

plishments within the program. Besides the
wristbands, Klaassen hopes to have other
small prizes donated, such as a bike pump or
a $5 gift certificate to

Adam Grosman,9, a fourth grader at Bill Roberts School in Stapleton, passes by the solar-powered “Zap” that reads the tag
on his backpack and records that he biked or walked to school as part of the Boltage program. Local organizer, Kristen
Klaassen (2nd from right) and student coordinator, Josie Brady (8th grade) sign up new members.

(continued on p. 21)

Incentives Motivate Kids to  Walk and Bike to School



“We are basically an accessory destination,” explained
Nicole Duke, the new store’s general manager. “We are
filled to the brim with accessories divided by color. People
can go straight to what they’re looking for. We have sim-
ple, Bohemian, very modern—something for everyone.
The price range is $4.97 to $49.97.
“We have everything except clothing—jewelry, hand-

bags, scarves, belts, headbands, brooches, hats, wallets.
We carry shoes as well. And we carry some tops, but no
bottoms,” she said. “I say the store is for anybody. We
have stuff for 8-year-olds or 80-year-olds.”
Duke started her relationship with Charming Charlie

as a customer and moved on to become assistant manager
at the Southlands store in Aurora before taking the helm
at the Northfield location.
“I chose to work with Charming Charlie because I was

so passionate about the product,” she explained. “I love
accessories, so it was the perfect fit for me. It was so
friendly and so genuine, and everybody was so passionate
about what they were doing. I really look for people with
that same passion or energy. When I hired people for this
store, I didn’t care as much for their past retail experience.
I wanted them to have a great personality and a ton of
passion.
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By Nancy Burkhart

Some women like to be known for the classic look.
Others prefer the Bohemian approach. Young girls
like the current fads. Their grandmothers may feel

more comfortable with the antique feel.
All of these women and girls will find their personal

look at Charming Charlie, which will open on Tuesday,
Sept. 6, next to Toby Keith’s Bar & Grill in Northfield.

By Nancy Burkhart

Looking for a fun party venue for a bride-to-be, a
cheerleading team or a bunch of girlfriends? Try My
Best Friend’s Closet, a used clothing and accessories

store for men and women at Northfield. “We buy, sell and
trade gently used brand name and designer clothing, bags,
purses, shoes, sunglasses and accessories,” said Phillip
Davidson, whose family first started My Best Friend’s
Closet in Southlands off of E-470 and Smoky Hill. “Our
men’s section isn’t quite as large. Men tend to wear their
stuff until it falls apart,” he said.
Davidson’s mother, Cherrill Davidson, and his two sis-

ters, Brandi Francis and Danielle Davidson, decided they
would rather deal with brand name and designer clothes
and accessories than sling hash in a restaurant, he said.
“We’ve always wanted to do a family business,” he said.
“None of us wanted to do a restaurant. My sisters have al-

ways been thrifty. They
wanted to look cute and
stylish, but they have
shopped consignment
shops.
“We pay cash for your

clothes. We look over the
items, make sure they’re
clean and in great condi-
tion and are the brands
people are looking for. We
make a cash offer for the
customer. If they want store
credit, they will get double
the amount,” Davidson ex-
plained.
The Davidson family

started the parties at My
Best Friend’s Closet in
Southlands. They are sched-

uled after hours and require only minimal fees for
makeup artists and/or hairdressers. “They come in and
have free rein in the store with refreshments,” Davidson
said. “They hang out, shop, and try on things.” He said
Northfield could be even more fun with entertainment
available after shoppers find their outfits.
My Best Friend’s Closet targets young people from 12

to 25 years old, women from 25 to 45 years old and men
from 12 to 25 years old, Davidson said. If a particular
size and/or brand is requested, a call can be made to the
other shop if the item isn’t at Northfield. And, if South-
lands doesn’t have it either, Northfield will make a note
of the request and notify the shopper when the item is
available.
For more information about My Best Friend’s Closet,

call 303.371.4838 or go to www.MyBestFriendsCloset-
Colorado.com or to www.Facebook.com/mbfcloset. 
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A Store Where Partying and Budget-
Conscious Shopping Go Hand-in-Hand

New Store at Northfield “An Ac  

Cherrill Davidson and her son Phillip Davidson, store owners, show some of the clothes in their
gently-used clothing store in Northfield called My Best Friend’s Closet.

“Children are made readers in the laps of their parents.”  – Emile Buchwald

Please join us for a 
Complimentary Parent’s Night Out

To enjoy snacks, a glass of wine, and tips & tools for helping your 
children improve their reading comprehension skills.

September 8th, 2011 at 6:00-7:30pm
Featuring Amanda Duplantis, Reading Specialist
88 Steele Street, Suite 50, Denver CO 80206

Please call 303-284-6105 or email heather@learningrx.net 
to confirm your attendance.

 Brain Training       Center

Amanda Duplantis has been a reading specialist in a
Douglas County Charter School and has over 6 years 

experience as the Director of Training at 
LearningRx. She will provide activities, advice, and 

research on reading comprehension to help make your
children into strong readers!

303.284.6105  ~  88 Steele Street, Denver
www.learningrx.com
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Nicole Duke will be
store manager at the
new Charming Char-
lie set to open in
Northfield on Sep-
tember 6.

flowers. We want them to become responsible
citizens. That was Montessori’s aim.
“For the teachers, observation is a very im-

portant part of training,” she explained. “We
want them to see the child without bringing
judgment in. Their power of being able to see
the child and allowing the child to reveal them-
self is important. Observation is difficult for
adults. We bring with us prejudgment. We need
to take the child for whatever he/she is.”
Children who are 2½ to 6 years old can at-

tend Montessori Casa International Preschool.
“Parents can expect a nurturing, caring envi-

ronment where we follow the child,” Bhatia said.
“Keeping the child’s interest is always in mind.
We are also exposing the children to a second
language—Chinese. We are preparing the neural
passages of the brain so that the children will ac-
cept other languages. We want to help them to
have a new way of seeing the world. We want to
inspire this passion for learning. Languages open
up a whole different world for them.”
For information, call 303.523.7590, visit

www.mcidenver.edu or email Punum Bhatia at
pb@mcidenver.edu. The school is located at
7551 E. Academy Blvd. in Lowry.

“It’s all about outfitting at our store,”
Duke explained. “When a customer
chooses one necklace, you need to
layer—add a scarf or a bracelet. The
cool thing about layering is creating
whatever you want. You can make it
very classic by adding a simple piece.
Because you can layer so many pieces

together, you can
create a million dif-
ferent looks.”
Charming Char-

lie at Northfield
will be open from
10am to 9pm start-
ing Tuesday, Sep-
tember. 6.
For further in-

formation, go to
www.charming
charlie.com. 

By Nancy Burkhart 

More than 100 years ago, Dr.
Maria Montessori started the
Montessori philosophy of

teaching children by following the child.
She developed a hands-on method of
learning that provides a child with inter-
ests, needs and choices—and the freedom
to work.
Punum Bhatia has been working with

Montessori teaching for 27 years. She has
been training teachers in the philosophy
since 1994. Now as the executive director
of the Montessori Casa International

(MCI) preschool in Lowry, Bhatia is com-
bining teaching children with training
teachers. Teachers “come from all over the
state and overseas” to be trained in Montes-
sori by her, says Bhatia.
The Montessori philosophy of teaching

children has an international focus. “I want
to open their minds to see the world as really
a very small place, to be accepting of differ-
ent cultures and different religions and dif-
ferent lives,” Bhatia said. “I want them to
become worldly, to be able to take care of
the environment. Children (in the class-
room) will take a lot of time to grow plants,

A Mandarin Chinese speaker uses a board game to teach Chinese to Molly Rebber 
as Punum Bhatia, director of Montessori Casa International, observes.

                    Lisa Chabot | Jon Mauck | Rhett Adams | Eric Carr | Vita DardanoL                     Lisa Chabot | Jon Mauck | Rhett Adams | Eric Carr | Vita Dardano

Metro Brokers at Stapleton

303.331.6700
www.4denverrealestate.com

   
  

    ..Metro Brokers at Stapleton

1360 Ivanhoe
$175,000

3197 Emporia1      

in the Stapleton 29th Ave. Town Center.

   8551 E. 29th Ave.
$309,996

Metro Brokers at Stapleton

303.331.6700
www.4denverrealestate.com

    ..Metro Brokers at Stapleton

1360 Ivanhoe
$175,000

3197 Emporia1         8551 E. 29th Ave.
$309,996

AVAILABLE

UNDER CONTRACT

AVAILABLE

New Montessori in Lowry Has International Focus

     ccessory Destination”

MCI will hold a free seminar on what
comprises a Montessori preschool 
education on Thursday, September 8th 
from 6pm - 7pm in its temporary location at
200 Quebec Street, Building 500, Suite 105.
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INVERNESSMITZVAH.COM   |   888.669.7449 

200 INVERNESS DRIVE WEST   |   ENGLEWOOD, COLORADO

Bar Mitzvahs & Bat Mitzvahs
at The Inverness

We have been hosting special 
events for more than 20 years. 
With customizable catering and 
personal planning services for 
groups from 10 to 400, we are 
focused on ensuring your 

celebration is unforgettable.

Special Event Highlights

Plated Dinners + Buffets 

Indoor + Outdoor Venues 

Traditional Jewish Menu Options Available 

Stunning Backdrops 

Personalized Room Set-Ups 

Custom Cakes, Pastries and Desserts

T R A D I T I O N
BECOME A PART

OF OURS

LET YOUR

By Carol Roberts

“The natural environment plays a big part in how our
school was designed,” says Jeff Waxman, site direc-
tor (principal) of the new Montessori Children’s

House of Denver in Stapleton, referring to the appearance of
the building which, with a large silver-colored silo, looks like
a farm. “The Montessori philosophy is deeply rooted in the
natural environment. You’ll see plants, you’ll see pets that the
children might help care for.” 
The school has traditional indoor classrooms, that, follow-

ing the Montessori philosophy of a “prepared environment,”

have Montessori ma-
terials out on the
shelves and available
for the students to
choose what work
they’d like to embark
on. Waxman explains,
“Adjoining the indoor
classrooms are out-
door classrooms with
more shelving and
more works that are
there. The outdoor
classroom moves to
the playground with
the emphasis on the
natural surroundings.
The playground is less
about playground
equipment and more
about different kinds
of landscape and tex-
ture and material and

plant matter and things like that. 
“The roof line of the building slopes back toward the rear

of the campus, and that’s made to channel the rain water,
which we’ll collect. There are hand pumps like you’d find on
a farm that the kids will pump to water. And we have a dry
river bed that the water will run through and go back into
the aquifer. The younger children really love to play in water.
So we have works in the classroom, the outdoor environment
and even on the playground that will involve water play. The
language of children is play, so we realize that even though
the teachers refer to things as “works” in the classroom, the

Montessori teacher Brook Robinson (right) works with a student in a lower elementary classroom.

children sometimes feel as though they’re playing because they’re
so motivated and interested in the materials.”
The school has toddler classes aged 18 months to 3 years, pri-

mary (ages 3-5), lower elementary (1st - 3rd grades) and upper el-
ementary (grades 4-6). All classes except the toddler group have
openings. Students spend three years with the same teacher and
the same peers. The younger children learn from the older ones,
and then, over time, they become the leaders in the classroom.
Waxman has a Masters degree in Education, Montessori certifi-

cation and a Masters degree in Counseling. He says owner Rachel
Averch, who started the school 20 years ago with her mother, is
herself a Montessori teacher and her graduate work on how to
help children make discoveries through nature guided her vision
for the design of the building. 
The school is located at 2211 Xanthia Way, off Central Park Blvd.

For more information call 303.322.8324 or visit www.
mchdenver.org.

New Montessori School Opens in Stapleton

The new Montessori Children’s House of Denver in Stapleton, with
it’s large silo and red paint, gives the impression of a farm.
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Thu Fri Sat

Sun Mon Tue Wed

1
$8.50 lunch special - Andy's
Mom's Tuna Melt
Tuaca Thursdays - $3 Tuaca
drinks!

2
TGIF! Happy hour specials - 
$2 PBR's, $3 well drinks, $4
glasses of house wine, $1.50 off
ALL other drafts 4-7 & 9-close

3
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas
Karaoke with Mark Star 9:30pm.

4
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas

5
Closed for Labor Day

6
Ladies night w/$3 glasses of
house wine, $3 Cosmos
Live music - @ 9pm

7
$8.50 lunch special - Chicken
Salad Lettuce Wraps
Half-priced bottle of wine night, 
choose from our entire list!

8
$8.50 lunch special - Tuna Melt
Tuaca Thursdays - $3 Tuaca
drinks!
First NFL game - NO@GB-6:30

9
TGIF! Happy hour specials - 
$2 PBR's, $3 well drinks, $4
glasses of house wine, $1.50 off
ALL other drafts 4-7 & 9-close

10
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas

11
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas

12  $8.50 lunch special -
Scallion Tuna Burger
NFL Doubleheader - NE@MIA
5pm, OAK@DEN 8:15pm  
HALF PRICE WINGS!!!

13
Ladies night w/$3 glasses of
house wine, $3 Cosmos
Live music -Outta My Alley@ 9pm

14
$8.50 lunch special - Chicken
Parmesan
Half-priced bottle of wine night, 
choose from our entire list!

15
$8.50 lunch special - Chicken 
Cutlet Sub
Tuaca Thursdays - $3 Tuaca
drinks!

16
TGIF! Happy hour specials - 
$2 PBR's, $3 well drinks, $4
glasses of house wine, $1.50 off
ALL other drafts 4-7 & 9-close

17
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas

18
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas

19
$8.50 lunch special - Chicken
Apple Brie Sandwich
MNF - HALF PRICE WINGS!!!
(During the game only)

20
Ladies night w/$3 glasses of
house wine, $3 Cosmos
Live music -Outta My Alley@ 9pm

21
$8.50 lunch special - Fish Tacos
Half-priced bottle of wine night, 
choose from our entire list!

22
$8.50 lunch special - Tuna Melt
Tuaca Thursdays - $3 Tuaca
drinks!

23
TGIF! Happy hour specials - 
$2 PBR's, $3 well drinks, $4
glasses of house wine, $1.50 off
ALL other drafts 4-7 & 9-close

24
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas

25
Brunch-Open at 9am with our
famous Bacon Vodka Bloodies and
Bottomless Mimosas

26
$8.50 lunch special - Pulled
Pork Melt
MNF - HALF PRICE WINGS!!!
(During the game only)

27
Ladies night w/$3 glasses of
house wine, $3 Cosmos
Live music - James Fry @ 9pm

28
$8.50 lunch special - Chicken
Parm Sandwich
Half-priced bottle of wine night, 
choose from our entire list!

29
$8.50 lunch special - Tuna Melt
Tuaca Thursdays - $3 Tuaca
drinks!

30
TGIF! Happy hour specials - 
$2 PBR's, $3 well drinks, $4
glasses of house wine, $1.50 off
ALL other drafts 4-7 & 9-close

SEPTEMBER Events at The Berkshire...

7352 E. 29th Ave. p: 303 321.4010

We Put Bacon on Our BaconWe Put Bacon on Our BaconWe Put Bacon on Our BaconWe Put Bacon on Our Bacon

BERKSHIRE
TheBERKSHIRE
The

stocked with the finest products available in the Denver
area. They try to have five different types of sushi-grade
fish available every Friday. Sushi grade means no more
than 36 hours out of the water. The deli makes sand-
wiches to order, has prepared foods that are cooked on
the premises and an admirable assortment of cheeses.
The liquor store prides itself on an outstanding selec-
tion of wines and generous discounts on case purchases.
David Bekken, general manager of the Colfax loca-

tion, stresses the idea that Marczyk’s is a neighborhood
market, pointing out that the store “is very competitive
pricewise on everyday staples such as milk, eggs and
produce.” He adds, “People love food and want the best
when it comes to cooking for friends and family. Here
they will find the best beef and the freshest seafood
available to consumers anywhere in Colorado.” The

A World-
Class
Neighbor-
hood 
Market
By Jon Meredith

In July, Marczyk Fine Foods, thewell-known higher-end grocery
store near downtown, opened

their second location in the old
Fairfax Hardware building at Col-
fax and Fairfax. The company is calling itself a
“world-class neighborhood market.” The com-
pletely refurbished building has come full circle, as
it was originally a Safeway half a century ago. The
building now has polished cement floors and
opens up to the roof structure, which has been
beautifully restored. There is a liquor store at-
tached to the market and outside seating. A long,
storewide counter area in the front of the store al-
lows patrons to enjoy their food right in the store.
Marczyk’s success will hopefully be the harbinger
of many future redevelopments on Colfax between
Colorado Blvd. and Syracuse, similar to what has
happened closer to downtown.
The market is airy, with limited fresh produce

and dry goods. Their meat and seafood area is well
prepared-foods area features items made from recipes pro-
vided by owners or employees. Bekken says, “If the container
says Aunt Mary’s soup, then the recipe came from Aunt
Mary herself.”
The new location will be more kid oriented than the

store on 17th Ave. near downtown, where the Marczyk’s Fri-
day-night burger cookout is a Capitol Hill institution. A
new tradition for the Colfax Store will be unveiled next
spring, based on what customers there want. 
Besides buying the building and completely refinishing it,

Marczyk’s has hired 30 new employees to their staff—which
is certainly notable and commendable in this down econ-
omy.
Marczyk’s is located at 5100 E. Colfax. Hours are Mon.-

Sat., 8am to 8pm and Sun., 10am to 6pm. For more informa-
tion, visit www.marczykfinefoods.com.

Left: Marczyk’s staff gathers for a “team
photo.” General manager David Bekken
is seated. From left to right, staff and
their departments are:
Brian Glasgow, Meat/Seafood Lead
Jeff Prah, Meat/Seafood Manager
Nathan Sparks, Deli/Cheese Lead
Suzanne Waldmann, Cashier Lead
Maxine DeJulio, Fairfax Wines & Spirits
Manager
Collin Harms, Produce/Grocery Lead
Brian Bourgault, Executive Chef
Chris Kloewer, Cashier

Above: The new Marczyks at Colfax and Fairfax is in a building that, half a
century ago when it was originally built, was a Safeway. 
Left: In the meat department, Marczyks carries “the best beef and the fresh-
est seafood... in Colorado,” says general manager David Bekken.
Far left: Marczyk’s produce section.
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The exit from the subway station framed
a perfect day. Deep blue autumn sky, a
few branches from trees beginning to
change color, buildings shining brightly
in the sun and a refreshing warmth en-
gulfed me as I reached the top of the exit
stairs. Above ground, on the avenue, the
backdrop transformed to a perspective
embedded in my mind’s eye, even today.
It was Saturday, September 15, 2001,
and I had come to New York the previ-
ous night on the first flight I could get
out of Denver. My brother-in-law had
worked in the twin towers and was miss-
ing.
I had been seemingly prepared for

what I was to see by news reports and
photographs, yet images could not at all
begin to capture what my eyes would
envisage that day. Other senses joined
in; right away, I noticed an odor that
was unfamiliar, not familiar to my senses
ever before or since. A smell, not pun-
gent but a constant reminder that some-
thing was not right, a mixture,

seemingly harmless at that time that will for-
ever remind me of death. A gray dust and
paper were everywhere, storefronts closed,
emergency lights flashed, windows were shat-
tered leaving broken glass strewn across the
pavement. I walked a block or so and came
upon the remains of the towers. 
My first thought was that no one could

have possibly survived. The massive rumble
stretched for blocks and blocks, the vastness
of which only could be realized by the human
eye. Building remains and twisted steel re-
minded me of Colorado mountaintops.
Jagged remnants of building and steel: except
for the towers’ skeleton, nothing resembled
the World Trade Center at all. The most hor-
rifying image was in fact not the wreckage of
the two towers but rather the damage to the
outlying buildings that were still standing. All
the windows were blown out in at least 30
skyscrapers that surrounded the site. Inside
they were dark, reminding me eerily of caves,
where vultures and bats might nest.
Living humans were everywhere as well.

Hustling to find anyone who may have still

been alive, helping in any way they could.
Trying to make a difference, trying to put
this behind them, trying to make it “nor-
mal” again, fighting against the evil that had
perpetrated this event. Like ants busy on an
anthill, people were working hard in the
hope that their toil would make this devasta-
tion go away. The energy from their efforts
was contagious and would soon be caught
by the entire country. For a very short time
afterward, Americans were unified, all of us
against an enemy whom we did not know.
This wreckage was deliberately caused by
people with ideologies and beliefs different
than those of most of our
citizens, not by an adver-
sary with a flag, not an
enemy we could see and
conquer.
Yet, to this day that

damage and those lives
lost have scarred this
country and we are not
the country and the peo-
ple we were before 9/11
and we will never be
again.
I reported to Trinity

Church where I had volunteered to
hand out water and snacks to the rescue
workers. A tower of bottled water 100
yards long and 15 feet high had been
placed there by Wal-Mart, a sign said. I
handed out for the rest of the day,
somehow I felt vital.
The next day the New York Times ran

a story on exactly where the planes hit
the buildings. The first plane hit the
north tower on the 104th floor at 8:46
a.m.; my brother-in-law worked on the
107th floor. We knew he sent an email
from his desk to a coworker at 8:42.

Premium Fishwrap* by Jon Meredith

Memories Lingering from Ground Zero

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Did You Know?
Most Americans didn't brush their
teeth until soldiers brought the
Army's enforced brushing habit
back home from World War II!

Alfaiyaz Ibrahim, DDS • 2373 Central Park Blvd, Denver
303.399.KIDS (5437) • www.stapletonkids.com

We accept all major PPO insurance programs • Flexible hours for appointments

ONLY $75 Child exam, cleaning,
and fluoride for new patients.

A $95 savings. X-rays are extra.

FREE! Infant oral health screening.
Exam and cleaning for children up

to 18 months old.

Pediatric dentists undergo an additional two years of
training in order to specifically meet the needs of children.
At Stapleton Children’s Dentistry we ensure a positive
experience to establish a lifetime of healthy dental habits.

Where We Treat Your Family 
as Our Family

2975 Roslyn Street, Unit 100, Denver, CO 80238
Noah Makovsky, MD • Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD

Amy Nash, MD • Bryan Kono, MD

Visit our Updated and Improved Website 
www.stapletonpeds.com. Use your barcode scanner App

to access our mobile website.

Family Law Attorney
Divorce & Legal Separation, Paternity & Custody, 

Modification of  Existing Court Orders, and Mediation

28 years family law & litigation experience
10 years collaborative law involvement
Attorney input mediation available

Karen B. Best, Attorney at Law
303-708-1300

karen@bestfamilylaw.net
Appointments in Stapleton or Centennial
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This past summer I had the pleasure of hanging out with
over 200 nature-loving children including many from the
Park Hill, Lowry and Stapleton neighborhoods. Together
we explored, studied and played in the great urban out-
doors for nearly 7 hours per day, 5 days per week from
mid-June through the first week of August at a nearby
wildlife refuge. It would be accurate to say that this sum-
mer delivered “too numerous to count” wildlife encoun-
ters. By far the most fascinating of our encounters were
with the tiniest of nature’s species. I am always impressed
by the ultra-keen eyesight of children. Their eagle eyes (and
their closer proximity to Mother Earth) seem to always
find some of the most amazing bug and insect specimens
hiding under plant leaves, scurrying over sun-baked soils or
camouflaged in with the grasses. This summer was no dif-
ferent, but with the exception of one creature that truly
stood out. Even my weak eyes could easily spot the Rain-
bow grasshopper. 
The armor coat of this arthropod rivals that of Joseph

and his amazing Technicolor dreamcoat. White, blue, yel-
low, black and red lines transverse the shell as if it was held
together by rubber bands. The Rainbow grasshopper
would be the ideal candidate for a children’s carousel ride.
Often referred to as the “Painted grasshopper,” “Barber
Pole grasshopper,” even “Uncle Sam,” the Rainbow
grasshopper is native to the Western Great Plains states.
They are also found in New Mexico, Arizona and Texas.
Rainbows prefer to “hang out on” prairie and desert grasses
and in alfalfa fields. They nosh on low-growing broad-leaf
forbs, however, not fancy farm crops like many of their de-
spised cousins do. These species of grasshoppers can eat
their own weight in plant food in about 15 hours. In fact, I
have been told that half a dozen grasshoppers per single
square yard over 10 acres can eat the same volume of plant
life that a dairy cow can! Their formidable mandibles shear
and cut away their food. 
Grasshoppers have several natural enemies including

song birds, mice, skunks, spiders, and even worms. Horse-
hair worms are parasitic to many grasshoppers and live in-

side their bodies. To put it bluntly, they feed on
their host. When the worms complete their
growth in the grasshopper, they kill the insect
by forcing their way out through the exoskele-
ton. Grasshoppers ingest hair worms’ eggs when
they eat plant leaves.
There are 11,000 or so species of grasshop-

pers in the world. They are related to crickets
and roaches. Grasshoppers are cold-blooded
critters. The best time to catch and release them is in the
early morning hours before the sun warms their bodies.
During this hot summer, they have been leaping and flying
here, there and practically everywhere. 
Each grasshopper species produces its own unique song.

A few make a cracking sound by snapping their hind wings
when they are in flight. However, most grasshoppers make
sounds by rubbing two body parts together. Males do the
singing to attract mates. Female grasshoppers deposit a pod-
like, egg-shaped structure that can contain over 100 eggs in
loose, moist soils. They may lay up to as many as a dozen
pods per season. Eggs that are laid in the fall can survive
overwinter. Most grasshopper nymphs hatch in late spring
and the early summer. Six nymph growth phases then fol-
low. It takes an average of 40–60 days from “egg to adult.” 
Colorful adult Rainbow grasshoppers are visible here in

the plains of central and eastern Colorado from June

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Take a Hike by Marko and John Babiak

Painted Grasshoppers

through October. Rainbow grasshoppers are one of about
100 different grasshopper species that call the Centennial
State home. There is still ample time to observe this
grasshopper up close and in person. So get outside, find a
plot of native grassland, walk slowly and put your Nature
Ranger eyes to the test. You may just be rewarded by catch-
ing a gorgeous rainbow!

Marko and John Babiak are Stapleton residents. Marko,

10, is an avid wildlife photographer. John is an enrich-

ment teacher. Weekly he teaches his popular Nature

Rangers ecology classes to students at Steck, Roberts,

the Denver Language School, Westerly Creek and

Odyssey. He can be reached at

NatureRangerJohn@aol.com.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

*Annual Percentage Rate. Subject to application and approval. Top 5-Star rating for safety and soundness – see www.bauerfi nancial.com. Federally insured by NCUA up to $250,000.

Conveniently located at 3700 North Quebec—behind Panera Bread!

Rates as low as  APR*

My Credit Union makes it so easy! 
BRING US YOUR CAR LOAN! 

 Locally owned by our members since 1934.

FREE appetizer with the
purchase of two entrees

Sunday–Thursday only. One coupon per
table per day. Expires 9/30/11

Northfield Mall • 303.371.4644

A Bi-colored Rainbow grasshopper basks in the sun along
Sand Creek. Photo by Marko Babiak
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By John Babiak

America’s National
Wildlife Refuge System
is considered one of the

world’s greatest environmental
conservation success stories.
Since President Theodore Roo-
sevelt designated Florida’s Peli-
can Island as the very first
wildlife refuge in 1903, this
great network of more than 150
million acres of protected lands
and waters has grown to encom-
pass 553 national wildlife
refuges that today are found in
every U.S. state and many of
her territories. The Refuge Sys-
tem is staffed by U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service personnel. The
“backbone” of their support
comes from an army of nearly
42,000 volunteers who con-
tribute in excess of 1.5 million
hours by performing a wide va-
riety of tasks including the safe-
guarding of wildlife, land
stewardship, environmental education, or by playing host to
an estimated 41 million annual guests and visitors.  
There is at least one national wildlife refuge within an

hour’s drive of every major American city. Some refuges are
even located within city boundaries. Northeast Denver is
home to one of America’s largest, the Rocky Mountain Arse-
nal National Wildlife Refuge (RMANWR). Park Ranger and
Volunteers Coordinator Cassandra Bland leads a team of 50
volunteers and she is seeking more. “The benefit to being a
volunteer at RMANWR is that you get to see amazing
wildlife. You get to learn from fantastic staff and fellow volun-
teers about birds, plants, and all sorts of wildlife,” said Bland.
Her current group of volunteers ranges from Eagle Scouts

to college students to retired seniors. Some volunteers at the
Refuge work practically full time and team up with wildlife
biologists to manage and restore native habitats. Some help
construct new walking trails around wetlands. Others choose
to give a few hours a month to lead wildlife photography
tours, or to share the fine points of catch-and-release fishing at
one of the Refuge lakes with recuperating children from Chil-
dren’s Hospital Colorado. There are volunteers who also staff
the new Visitor Center information desk and Nature’s Nest
Gift Store. Several work with on-site environmental educators
and cooperatively teach school students on field trips.  
The most interesting volunteer position, according to

Bland, is the role of the “Environmental Education
Leader.” “This person has the flexibility of being either in-
doors at a computer developing fun, interactive programs for
kids or outdoors facilitating programs with preschool and ele-
mentary-school kids. The kids are so enthusiastic about learn-
ing, they want to tell you about all of their experiences that

By Carol Roberts

If there is one common theme to the newmayor’s actions, it is that he is reaching
out to the community and listening to ex-

perts and stakeholders in almost all the areas
in which decisions are being made. 
According to his Deputy Chief of Staff

(and Stapleton resident) Evan Dreyer, “The
mayor has hosted 10 different roundtable
discussions where he has invited in a couple
hundred members of the community to sit at the table and take
part in a conversation with him about a variety of subjects includ-
ing economic development, how we can strengthen relationships
between city hall and the Latino and African American communi-
ties and roundtables were held on attributes that would be benefi-
cial for different directors and managers.” 
Hancock says community input at his roundtable meetings has

helped him step outside the traditional structure of such positions
as head of Public Works, Human Services and Economic Director
and approach hiring more strategically by asking the question,
“Which strategy are you pursuing and who fits in that strategy
best to help you accomplish your objectives?” 
The mayor has hosted six roundtables focused specifically on

economic growth with specific sectors of the community, includ-
ing a session on the “Denver Seeds” initiative to develop a fresh
food network in Denver.
Hancock is also reaching out to city employees. He is begin-

ning random and scheduled visits to various departments through-
out the city. He has already visited the Department of Excise and
Licenses, run by Stapleton resident Tom Downey. In conjunction
with the national search for a police chief, Hancock has placed

Senior and Military Discount for patients w/o insurance.

Dentistry For Your

Whole Family

3545 Quebec St, Ste 110
Denver, CO 80238

Behind Sonic on Quebec

303-278-3353
All PPO Insurance Plans Accepted. 

Mayor Hancock’s
First Six Weeks

suggestion boxes in police substations and has vis-
ited at least two substations, asking the officers for
input on the kind of chief Denver should be look-
ing for. Starting in September he will set aside
time when city employees can make appointments
and talk to him.
Regarding the budget, Dreyer says they have al-

most completed work on the budget to be submit-
ted to city council. “We’re closing budget gaps in
the tens of millions of dollars. We’re multiple years
into doing this so impacts are unavoidable.”  
Regarding the Stock Show, the mayor, through

his working group, is assessing the pros and cons
of expansion at the current site or a relocation to a

different site, inside or outside of Denver. This group will work for
a few months and then make a recommendation to the mayor
about a path forward.
Hancock created a new position called Peak Performance Offi-

cer and has named Stapleton resident Dave Ettinger to this job. The
mayor, as a city councilman, was impressed with Ettinger’s work
doing efficiency analysis in the police department and created this
position to use Ettinger’s skills citywide.
The mayor has launched the Denver Education Compact in

order that the city, the schools and the private sector can coopera-
tively focus on efforts that will have the greatest impact in helping
Denver children succeed. The Compact is co-chaired by the mayor,
DPS superintendent Boasberg and Kaiser president Dr. Donna Lynne,
with retiring DPS board member Theresa Pena as Executive Director.
Regarding the school board, the mayor has not yet announced

candidate endorsements but says those will be forthcoming.
What’s coming in September? Roundtables will include minority-

owned businesses, finance sector, bioscience sector, young entrepre-
neurs and GLBT. The mayor’s staff will continue efforts to secure a di-
rect Denver to Tokyo flight and the mayor will co-sponsor, with the
governor, a 9/11 memorial in Civic Center Park (see page 2 calendar).

Mayor Michael Hancock

Volunteering
for Nature

GRAND opeNING pARTY

Thursday, oct. 6th, 4:30–7:30pm
2373 Central park Blvd. Ste 100

In Stapleton, across from The Bladium

enjoy appetizers, drinks, and 

networking with fellow business owners 

Giveaways include an ipad 2

www.SmartSpaceCo.com • 303-803-1500

The place professionals Do Business—Contact us for a FRee day pass

Rethink YouR office

Now opeN!



they have had with na-
ture.”
Then there is the jack-

of-all-refuge-trades volunteer, Diane Buell. The 74-year-old
Denver resident is the volunteer group’s pacesetter. Buell has
given over 19,000 hours since her start in 1989—the equiva-
lent of nine-plus years as a full-time Refuge employee. On
some days the retired Air Force master sergeant and former
computer programmer can be found working in the National
Eagle and Wildlife Property Repository building. In this U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service law enforcement facility, wildlife
products that were seized in connection with the violation of
U.S. wildlife trade laws are processed. During certain spring
evenings, she can found sitting in her government-issued
pickup truck peering through binoculars at tall woodland trees
counting bald eagles. “You sit out in the dark and cold and see
all those eagles coming into that roost tree for the night. That is
fantastic to see,” Buell says.
For more information, email Cassandra_Bland@fws.gov or

call 303.289.0864. For more information about the Rocky
Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, visit
www.fws.gov/rockymountainarsenal. The entrance is located at
6550 Gateway Road in Commerce City.   
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By Nancy
Burkhart

As a 15-
year-old,
Shannon

Umberger was a
varsity basketball
player. Then one
night her friends
decided to pull
an unthinking
teenage prank
and her life
changed forever.
Her friends kid-
napped her and
put her in the
trunk of a car.
Tragically, a car
accident left-
Shannon a para-
plegic. She has
been in a wheelchair ever since.
Today, Shannon is 27 years old. She and her husband,

Zane, have three children: Alexis, 4, Anya, 3, and Zander, 8
months. And, Shannon teaches second-graders math, science
and social studies at Bill Roberts K-8 School. Last spring, she
coached a 6th-grade basketball team to an undefeated season.
Her goal is to coach a 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade team to the
same winning end.
Life is positive now for Shannon. However, the little

things in life could be made better. As a paraplegic, dropping
things can present problems. And, when she is in a room by
herself and needs help, it is difficult to alert another person to
come to her aid. And so, two-year-old Rowena, a golden re-
triever/Labrador retriever mix, came into Shannon’s life.
Ro, as Shannon calls her new partner, underwent special

training for her job.
“She is able to pick up things I drop and give them to

me,” Shannon said. “Sometimes when I’m transferring (from
one seat to another), I fall. She’s trained to get the phone for
me so I can call for help. She’s trained to get someone to help
me. When I’m stretching, if my legs have a spasm, she’s
trained to lay across them. For sit-ups, she’ll lay across my
legs. She hits handicapped door buttons and elevator but-
tons.”
Ro came to work with Shannon on July 5. Since that time,

the two have been learning how to work together as a team.
“I’ve never had a dog before,” Shannon said. “I’ve learned

a lot in six weeks about grooming and taking care of her. She’s

such a great dog
and a really good
listener. It was just
about me remem-
bering the cues. I
didn’t want to
confuse her. As
we’ve been going,
she’s learning to
anticipate where I
want to go. I’ve
had to learn which
side the dog
should be on
going through a
door—should she
go first or is there
room for both of
us? 
“The first time

we went out, I
forgot to put her

vest on,” Shannon remembered. “Now it’s getting a lot easier.
We can get ready pretty quickly now. I’d say the hardest thing
is telling people not to pet her. When you let them pet her,
she loses focus.”
That focus for Ro is an important lesson Shannon is

teaching her students at Bill Roberts.
“She’s so great with the kids at home, I’m not worried

about her being around children,” Shannon said. “But we
have to make sure in the beginning that they know that she’s
not the class pet dog. She’s here to help me.”
The school also sent letters to the parents of students in

Shannon’s class to determine whether anyone might be aller-
gic to dogs.
After the children had been in school for the first two

days, Shannon felt pride for both Ro and her students.
“The students were really great,” she said. “They listened

to how Ro’s not supposed to be petted. It went a lot easier
than I expected. Ro was really well-behaved. If she’s tired, she
goes to her kennel and lies down. When I say her name, she
pops right up to see what I want.”
Two students were identified with dog allergies, but their

parents decided to wait and see whether they reacted to Ro,
Shannon said. At the end of the first school days, the parents
thought their children might be OK with Ro because they
don’t pet her and she doesn’t rub against the children or lick
them, Shannon said.
Shannon is pleased with Ro’s work, and believes the up-

coming school year will be a good one for both of them.

The Bill Roberts school sixth grade basketball team coached by Shannon Umberger was un-
defeated last year.  Shannon and Ro pose with the team—left to right are Anjel Miller, Caity
Timmons, Morgan Leslie, Maddy Snow, Jasmin Dayley, Jendaza Jefferson and Zofia Garcia.

Left: Montclair resident and refuge volunteer Dennis Mead
displays appreciation pins on his hat that he has acquired
during his 20 years of volunteer service. 
Below: Mead starts a tour at the new visitor center. 
Above: Mead speaks to a group on a bus tour of the Wildlife
Refuge as they view Lower Derby Lake.

Saturday,  Sept. 17
10am - 2pm

Open House 
for Prospective 
Volunteers at the
Wildlife Refuge

Learn more 
about volunteer
opportunities

Teacher’s Service Dog Joins Second Grade Class



Dog Walking, Pet Sitting, 
Taxi Service, In-home Care, 

Hugs and Kisses

www.urbanpawprints.net • 720-429-1358 • 303-204-6443

Urban Paw PrintsUrban Paw Prints
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Mark and Jennifer Borre with their 2 1/2-year-old daughter Berit
hosted Zhou Siting (Cindy), age 13.

Stapleton’s 
First Kids Triathalon

Chinese Teens Experience   

By Nancy Burkhart and Carol Roberts

This summer, 14 Chinese students, ages 13 to 16 years
old, from Wuxi, China, came to northeast Denver to
experience American culture with U.S. families for two

weeks.
Scott and Stacie Gilmore of Montbello had two Chinese

students in their home, along with their own children, Sterling,
15, Samantha, 12, and Serenity, 6. Their guests were Xi Ke,
whose American name is Sally, and Chen Yufan, whose Ameri-
can name is Jack. “We wanted to learn about a different cul-
ture,” Stacie explained. “We’ve never had an opportunity to
visit China. We work with children and thought we would be
able to provide a fun experience for exchange students. We
wanted our kids to really be able to connect with kids from
somewhere else in the world.” 
The Gilmores immediately learned something about the dif-

ference between the Chinese and American cultures. “We have
a huge backyard and do a lot of outdoor things,” Stacie said.
“Both students who stayed with us live in high-rise apartments.
We roasted marshmallows, barbequed quite a bit, went fishing,
swam a lot, took a trip to the mountains and went hiking.
“We walked around Lookout Mountain. Anything bigger

than a hill seemed huge to them,” she said. “Yet, they were very

Year Round Window Cleaning
Residential ~ Commercial ~ Fully-insured
Cleaning Your Windows Since 1985

Call or Text 303-455-5731

6 Yr Old Boys
1-Cole Younoszai
2-Knox Leonard
3-Holden Schnell 

6 Yr Old Girls:
1-Abby Dembeck 
2-Gabriela Kobak 
3-Payton Nowell

7 Yr Old Boys:  
1-Callum Swigris 
2-Nate McHugh 
3-Will Kuntner

7 Yr Old Girls:
1-Bayden Eddy 
2-Millie Smith 
3-Louisa Fickes

8 Yr Old Boys: 
1-Caden Byrnes 
2-Levi Bar-on 
3-Elliott Lehn

8 Yr Old Girls: 
1-Finley Scoular 
2-Carly Eberhart 
3-Sophia Konieczny

9 Yr Old Boys: 
1-Colston Leonard 
2-Colby Thomas 
3-Atticus Swigris

9 Yr Old Girls: 
1-Kendall Schnell 
2-Ellie Clifford 
3-Natasha Cecchini

10 Yr Old Boys: 
1-Nolan Byrnes 
2-Evan Kosakowski 
3-Ryder Bechtold

10 Yr Old Girls:
1-Francesca Cecchini 
2-Paige Small 
3-Tessa Berns

11 Yr Old Boys: 
1-Thai Mathes 
2-Tommy Link 
3-Nathaniel Seale

11 Yr Old Girls: 
1-Amanda Marsh 
2-Melia Reyther 
3-Drew Felsher

12-14 Yr Old Boys: 
1-Joey Danahey 
2-Grahm Gaydos (8) 
3-Cole Thomas

12-14 Yr Old Girls:  
1-Jackie Danahey 
2-Megan Hill 
3-Sara Hill

We Can Help With All
Your Real Estate Needs!

55 years of Experience!
Call or text 303-520-1124

Terry Gist Jerry Boyd Mark Stevinson

$229,950 Superb location. 3 bed/2 bath.
Fully fin. basement, hardwood floors, 2
fireplaces. 1080 sq. ft. New sewer line. 

$292,950 Centennial beauty has value. 4
bed/4 bath. Office, fin. basement, deck, AC,
hardwood flrs, new windows, 2,600 sq. ft. 

www.theboydgrouponline.com •  jerryaboyd@msn.com

Sold in
 1 Day! Just Listed

Road to 100:  1911 - 2011
A Journey of Faith

5209 Montview Blvd. • 303-322-1867 • www.phumc.org

September 11th-Commemoration
10am Worship Service & Human Link of Love

September 18th-100th Anniversary
10am Worship Service & Luncheon

100 Years in Ministry & still 

relevant, diverse, God-loving!

September 25th-Fall Back
9am & 11am Worship Services with a Fall Fair!

On August 14, 180 kids aged 6 to 14 years old participated in the
first Stapleton Kids Marathon. Stapleton parent Andi Felcher sug-
gested the idea to the Master Community Association and organ-
ized the event. Parents met to set appropriate distances for each
age group. Ages 6-8 swam 25 meters, biked 1 mile and ran 1/2
mile. Ages 9-11 swam 50 meters, biked 2 miles and ran 1 mile.
Ages 12-14 swam 100 meters, biked 4 miles and ran 2 miles.

A professional timing company was hired and kids wore a
timing chip on their ankle that recorded times as they started

and ended each portion of the race. Everyone who finished re-
ceived a medal. Now, parents are meeting to assess the event
and determine possible changes that could make the event bet-
ter next year. Felcher said a small amount of money was raised
from the event and given to the Stinkbug Project—and they
hope to raise more for local youth-related causes in the future. 

Winners of each age category are listed above. Business
sponsors were Stapleton Home Services, Showcase Landscap-
ing and Stapleton Mortgage.

Winners

Triathlon participants included Paige Small (above) swimming; Ellie Clifford
(below left) starting the bicycle event; Sadie Havens (below middle) running. 

Below: Celebrating their medals are Kendall Schnell
(middle) and brothers Caden (left) and Nolan Byrnes.

Photo courtesy of Tara Byrnes
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on in English until I finish college,” he said. Sally studied
English from grade 1 to grade 10 and had an English teacher
from Australia.
The various host families planned memorable outings for

their Chinese visitors that included horseback riding at Rocky
Mountain National Park, the Cheyenne Frontier Days (Isabel
was dazzled by the cowboys’ strength, “So cool, the muscles
on the cowboys!” she said), bowling, a Rockies game, and the
latest Harry Potter movie.
Stacie Gilmore said her Chinese students really felt like

they became part of her family. “We’ve emailed quite a bit
since they left.” Now both the Chinese children and the
Gilmore family are exploring ways to interact in the future.
“Jack had never contemplated studying for college in Amer-
ica,” Stacie said. “But, in his last email, he said he was think-
ing about it. We told him he has a place to stay.
“We have thought of taking a trip to China now. The two

Chinese exchange students said if we come to China, their
parents would love to be able to host us. We haven’t looked
into an exchange trip for our children,” Stacie said. “But, we
would certainly consider having our children participate in
something like that. And, we would do this kind of exchange
again in a moment.”
Compass USA in Northglenn organized the exchange. 

They can be reached at 303.466.4707 or visit 
www.compass-usa.net.

fit and healthy. We saw the biggest, brightest rainbow that I’ve
ever seen. Jack was just in awe. He said he said never seen a
rainbow in his life.” Jack further commented that air pollution
in China is the reason they don’t see rainbows there.
Isabel Jiang, the group’s chaperone from China said all the

Chinese students were surprised and impressed with how kind
everyone was to them—and they were having such a good time
they forgot to contact their parents. In the first few days she
was deluged with emails from worried parents who hadn’t heard
from their children. After she uploaded photos and told the
parents how much fun the students were having, Isabel said the
parents asked, “Can they host the adults?”
Isabel stated that most of the students in the group are

“only” children and observed that perhaps even more important

Stacie Gilmore (far left) and her husband Scott Gilmore (second from right) hosted two Chinese students.The Gilmore kids, Sterling
(2nd from left), Serenity (middle) and Samantha (far right) play Uno with Chen Yufan (Jack, shown clapping) and Xi Ke (Sally). 

Isabel Jiang, the Chinese chaperone who traveled with the group,
waves her Broncos hat and holds a quilt her host Cheryl
Herrmann (right) gave her.

    American Culture

than working on English was having an American-style fam-
ily experience with siblings where they have to learn sharing.
Stacie Gilmore pointed out that Jack and Sally, who both are
only children, especially enjoyed being with the Gilmore’s
youngest daughter, 6-year-old Serenity. “In China, having
more than one child is only for the very wealthy who can af-
ford the taxes. Jack and Sally would sit with Serenity and
play with her because they didn’t have any younger siblings.”
Isabel said she heard only one minor complaint. “I got

some little complaints about breakfast. They miss steamed
buns. They think the cold cereal is so strange. I told them,
‘It’s the American breakfast, you should try it.’ The biggest
challenge for them is not English, they miss the Chinese
food.”  
Sally observed, “People here eat more meat, but in China,

we eat more vegetables. American people like cold food, but
Chinese people like hot food.” (Sally does not like ice cubes
in her drinks.) Asked about favorite foods, Jack emphatically
said cheeseburger, adding, “The hamburgers in China are
not as good as here.” Sally’s favorite food was French fries.
Cindy, the youngest member of the group chose pizza as her
favorite food, and said she’d never had a sandwich before
coming here. What food did she miss most? Rice.
The three students interviewed all had impressive English

skills. Jack said with the exception of second grade he had
studied English every year since grade one. “Now I will carry
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LOCAL   EV E  

9/29 Thursday to 10/1 Saturday- Great Ameri-
can Beer Festival. Colorado Convention Center.
Tickets: www.greatamericanbeerfestival.com 

10/1 Saturday- Denver Botanic Gardens
Chicken Coop Tour. 10-4pm. Self-guided tour of
Denver-area backyard chicken coops. Coop owners on
hand to answer questions about coop design, chicken
care, city ordinances and more. Maps for sale beginning
9/1; $20 for max of 4 people. www.botanicgardens.org

10/3 Monday- Making Green Attainable for
Home Builders and Home Buyers. Presented by
USGBC Metro Denver Chapter. 6-8 pm. Light buffet
dinner/drinks. Registration required: www.usgbccol-
orado.org. $10/member; $20/nonmember. REI, 2nd
floor meeting room, 416 Platte St. 

10/4 Tuesday- Blessing of the Animals. 10:30-
11:30am. Bring 4-legged friends to Dumb Friends League,
2080 S Quebec St. for brief ceremony in Sheilagh R.
Malo Pet Memorial Garden. FREE. RSVP: 303.751.5772
x7081. www.ddfl.org or 303.751.5772 x1378 

Single Volunteers of Greater Denver.Visit
www.svgd.org for volunteer opportunities for singles:
local projects, charitable social events and working va-
cations abroad. 

Live Music at The Soiled Dove. 7401 E 1st Ave,
Lowry. Tickets: www.soileddove.com 

Denver Public Art Tours. FREE Public Art Tours—
on foot, bike, scooter—for art and architecture
lovers. Reservations required. Schedule/signup:
www.denvergov.org/publicart. Also download PDF of

DENVER METRO EVENTS
Art Walks and Exhibits:
9/2 Friday- Santa Fe Arts District. Santa Fe Dr.
between 10th and 6th. www.artdistrictonSantaFe.com

9/2 Friday- North Denver’s Tennyson Art Walk.
Tennyson St. and 44th Ave.
www.denverartwalk.squarespace.com 

9/2 Friday- Cherry Creek Arts District.
www.cherrycreeknorth.com 

9/2 Friday- Highlands Square First Friday. 32nd
and Lowell, North Denver. www.highlands-
square.com

9/9 Friday- Aurora’s East End Second Friday
Art Walk. Gallery openings, music, theater, food and
more. 5-8pm. Map to all venues at Fletcher Plaza/MLK
Library (E Colfax at Elmira). 

Free Wednesday Activities for Seniors. 1st
Wed.,10am, crafts/light lunch; 2nd Wed., 12pm, big
lunch/entertainment; 4th Wednesday, 12pm, light lunch/
bingo. RSVP: 303.439.7554 for big luncheon,
303.807.0619 for other services. Bosworth House, 1400
Josephine St. Sponsor: Assistance League of Denver  

9/2 Friday to 9/5 Monday- Festival of Mountain
and Plain, Taste of Colorado. FREE admission Food,
artisans, carnival rides. www.atasteofcolorado.com

9/3 Sunday- Bicycle Tour of Crown Hill Arbore-
tum. Sponsor: Denver Historical Society. $15 mem-
bers/$20 nonmembers; $5 kids 8-17. 9-11am.
Reservations required, 303. 866.4686. www.colorado-
history.org 

9/10 Saturday- Old House Society Sidewalk
Stroll. 1-3pm. Homes in Bellevue-Hale neighborhood,
12th and Dexter. Tickets: $15 at King Soopers or
www.denversoldhousesociety.org

9/10 Saturday and 9/11 Sunday- Belmar Festival
Italiano. Italian food, wine and artisan vendors, 10am–
7pm, FREE admission. www.belmarcolorado.com 

9/10 Saturday and 9/11 Sunday- 31st Annual
Miniature Show & Sale sponsored by Denver Mu-
seum of Miniatures, Dolls & Toys. Sat. 10-5 Sun. 11-4.
Adults $7, Children $4. Doubletree Hotel Denver Tech,
7801 E Orchard Rd. Marjorie Smelt: 720.206.5545 or
comments@DMMDT.org, http://www.DMMDT.org/fall-
show.htm

9/11 Sunday- 9/11 Memorial Concert, A Gift to
the Community. 3pm. Lone Tree Arts Center. No
charge but tickets required; available from box office 1
hour prior to concert. www.cherrycreekchorale.org or
www.lonetreeartscenter.org 

9/11 Sunday- First-ever Park Hill United
Methodist Church “Human Link of Love.”
Brief prayer gathering with participants linked
arm in arm forming U shape around church to
honor 9/11 10th anniversary. 11:15 am. 5209
Montview Blvd. 303.322.1867, www.phumc.org

9/15 Monday- Colorado Federation of Gar-
den Clubs. Meets 3rd Monday of month; open to
all interested in gardening. 7pm. 1556 Emerson St.
Contact: Ellen at 303.320.5983

9/16 Friday to 9/18 Sunday- 44th Annual
Denver Gem and Mineral Show. Denver Mer-
chandise Mart, 451 E 58th Ave, I-25, exit 215. Tick-
ets $4-$6, under 13 free. Cash or check only.
www.denvermineralshow.com 

9/17 Saturday- Dumb Friends League Wag
N Trail. 1.6 mile hike with your dog to help
homeless pets at Buddy Center. 8am-12pm. Glen-
dale Farm Open Space, Castle Rock. www.ddfl.org
or 303.751.5772 x1378 

9/20 Tuesday- Denver Botanic Gardens Sus-
tainable Food Film Series.  Ingredients.
7pm. Free; suggested donation $10. Denver
Botanic Gardens 1007 York St. 

9/21 Wednesday- Seniors Expo. 10am-1pm.
Cook Park Rec Center. 7100 Cherry Creek Drive
S. For Seniors 50+ and their families. www.senior-
solutionsofcolorado.com 

9/24 Saturday- Denver Botanic Gardens
Fall Plant and Bulb Sale. 9-2pm. Over 10,000
bulbs, pansies, shrubs, trees for sale. www.botanic-
gardens.org

9/24 Saturday- In the Moonlight Alley.  ’80s-
themed homecoming dance to benefit The Feline
Fix spay/neuter clinic. Voodoo Comedy Playhouse,
1260 22nd St (22nd and Larimer). 8pm-midnight.
Tickets $20/advance, $25/door. www.rmaca.org,
303.202.3516

9/25 Sunday-10/1 Monday Just Between
Friends Kids’ Gear & Clothing sale. Denver’s
largest kids’ gear/clothing resale event. National
Western Complex, I-70 & Brighton Blvd. Sun-
day/Monday 10-7, $2 adm. Free with copy of
Front Porch. Closed to public Tues/Wed;
Thursday 10-7, new merchandise. Friday 10-
4, 25% off most items. Saturday 8-4, 50% off most
items. www.jbfsale.com/denver, tracey@jbfsale.com
or 303.884.9198

9/27 Tuesday- MS On the Move Luncheon.
Colo.-Wyom. Chapter National MS Society’s an-
nual luncheon with We Keep Moving video of what
it means to live with MS. 11:30-1pm. Denver Mar-
riott City Center, 1701 California St. $125/person;
$75/young professionals (under 35); online at
www.blacktie-colorado.com/rsvp and enter code:
MSML927; or 303-698-5405. Emily Holterman:
303.698.5405 or cureMSco-wy.org

Denver’s Public Art Guide.

FREE Learn to Compost classes. Offered by
Denver Recycles, various Sept.Wednesdays and
Saturdays.  Registration required: 720.865.6810 or
www.denvergov.org

Through 9/18 Sunday- Marvelous Mud at
Denver Art Museum. Get hands dirty in Mud
Studio; try a potter’s wheel, hand building with
clay and glazes. Live artist demonstrations week-
ends. www.denverartmuseum.org

Denver 2 for 1 Tix provides weekly 2 for 1
ticket and admission discounts for metro Denver
arts and entertainment. www.denver2for1tix.com

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
9/15 Thursday- Newborn Care 101 Work-
shop. 11am-1pm. $35/single, $50/couple. Natu-
rally Loved Baby, 7349 E. 29th Ave, Stapleton Town
Center. Repeats 9/16 7-8pm. Sharon Rowland
Smooth Transitions, 303.635.0979, www.smooth-
transitions.net

9/20 Tuesday- Behind the Curtain. 6pm. Ex-
clusive event for women provides comfortable at-
mosphere to learn about men’s prostate disease
and its impact on wives, families, friends while
raising funds for U. of Colorado Cancer
Center. Price: $125/individual; table sponsorships
available. Seawell Grand Ballroom, Denver Center
for Performing Arts, 1101 13th St. Megan Terry:
720.848.7126

4th Monday  
SUN Board Mtg. 7:30pm,  
MCA, 2823 Roslyn St.
stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com

Every Tuesday 
Stapleton Rotary Club – 7:30am
Stapleton Community Room
2823 Roslyn St.
www.denverstapletonrotary.org
AA Open Discussion Mtg.
7:30pm. MCA, 2823 Roslyn St
303-912-7075
AA Open Meeting 6:00pm
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
22nd and Dexter. For info call
Shirley at 303-726-2998

1st Tuesday 
Breast Cancer Support Group 
5–6:30pm AF Williams Family 
Medicine Clinic, Conf Rm. 
(west entrance) 3055 Roslyn 
(at MLK) 720-848-9000

2nd Tuesday 
Parks Advisory Group, 7:30am,
7350 E. 29th Av, 3rd fl. 
Lcorrell@dotnet.net

3rd Tuesday 
Greater Stapleton Business Assoc.
8am MCA, 2823 Roslyn St
www.stapletonbusiness.com
303-393-7700

4th Tuesday
Adoptees in Search General
Meeting, 7:30 - 9pm; Montview
Presby. Church, Study Group
Room. AISCTC.org 303-232-6302

Every Wednesday
Weekly Weeders, Bluff Lake 
Nature Center 9am–12pm, 
303-945-6717

1st Wednesday 
“1st Wednesdays” Home-based
businesses. Alternates between
Lunch & Happy Hour
tbrislin@gmail.com
www.stapletonhomebusiness.com

2nd Wednesday
Adoptees in Search Support
Group, 7-8:30pm; Montview
Presby. Church, Robinson Rm.
AISCTC.org 303-232-6302

2nd Wed. (Odd-numbered mos.)
SUN Transportation Committee
6:30pm MCA 2823 Roslyn St.
stapletonneighbors@msn.com
2nd & 3rd Wednesday
Lowry Peak Speakers Toast-
master Club. Noon–1pm, Pin-
nacol Assurance: 7501 E. Lowry
Blvd, Denver 80203
lowrypeak.freetoasthost.org
lpstoastmasters@gmail.com 

3rd Thursday 
Stapleton Citizens Advisory
Board Mtg, 7350 E. 29th Ave.  
7:30–9am  303-393-7700
1st Saturday 
Bluff Lake Birders, Nature
Center 7–9am. BluffLakeNa-
tureCenter.org. Neighborhood
Partners Environmental Team
9am–Noon. Contact 
Lcorrell@dotnet.net for info. 

2nd Saturday 
NE Denver/Park Hill MS Self-
Help & Support Group, Dist. 2
Police Station, 10:15–11:45am
3821 Holly St. 303-329-0619

Periodically 
Stapleton Wine Appreciation
Group. meighanm@aim.com

RECURRING
EVENTS

DISCLAIMER: The Front Porch obtains
event information through websites and
press releases and cannot guarantee that
events will occur as listed. Please use
contact information to check for updates.
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Build and Grow Kids Clinics. Bring kids into
any Lowe’s store to build a FREE wooden project.
Each receives free apron, goggles, project-themed
patch and certificate of merit on project comple-
tion. 10am. www.lowesbuildandgrow.com 

9/14 Wednesday- “Create Playdates” at
Denver Art Museum. Kids 3-5 can roar, bang,
stomp 2nd Wed. every month. Drop in, meet
other tots for art making, story times, scavenger
hunts. Included in museum admission; 5 and under
free. Denver Art Museum, 100 W 14th Ave Pkwy.
www.denverartmuseum.org or 720.865.5000

9/15 through 11/27- Hansel and Gretel. Den-
ver Puppet Theatre, 3156 W 38th Ave. Tickets: $7
ages 3 and up. 303.458.6446, www.denverpup-
pettheater.com

9/23 Friday- Denver Botanic Gardens Fam-
ily Fun Night. 4th Friday each month explore na-
ture at night in Mordecai Children’s Garden. New
theme monthly, performers in Sagebrush Stage,
snacks by campfire and more. $20/member for
family of 4, $3/each extra person. $25 nonmem-
ber/family of 4, $4/each extra person. Kids 2 and
under free. www.botanicgardens.org 

Thursdays in September- Star K Kids. Pup-

To submit information
for the Front Porch
“Local Event” Listings
Email information in the following format
by the 15th of the month to Front
PorchEvents@gmail.com. Events will be
run subject to space available.

Date in numerical format (mm/dd), day of
week- Name of Event.  A one- or two-
sentence description. Time. List cost or if
free. Location. Contact information.

Press releases for suggested stories
should be sent separately to
FrontPorchStapleton@gmail.com

9/22 Thursday- HIV testing at Rocky Mountain
Cares nonprofit for holistic HIV care. FREE. 1-5pm.
3rd Thursday monthly. 4545 E 9th Ave, #120.
303.393.8050, Adrian Pilarski

Sundays through September- Yoga Rocks the Park.
9am-12pm, City Park Bandstand. Live music and yoga
classes for adults/kids. Also at Alamo Placita Park on
Speer and 3rd. www.yogarocksthepark.com 

10/5 Wednesday- Men for the Cure. 6pm. For men to
educate them about breast cancer and world-class clinical
programs for breast cancer at U. of Colorado Hospital.
Price: $200/individual, $100/young professionals; table
sponsorships available. Place: Invesco Field at Mile High,
West Club Level Contact: Adam Dyer, 720.848.7802

LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS
Active Minds – Info on all sessions: www.Active-
Minds.com. FREE.

9/6 Tuesday- Charlie Chaplin and Silent Film Era.
10:15-11:15am. Jewish Community Center, 350 S Dahlia
St. Lil Shaw: 303.316.6359; repeats on various dates, ven-
ues; www.activeminds.com

9/8 Thursday- Spain. 6pm potluck; 7pm program, Sta-
pleton Master Community Assoc., 2823 Roslyn St. RSVP:
Stapleton MCA, 303.388.0724

9/12 Monday- Pakistan. 2:30-3:30pm. Springbrooke,
6800 Leetsdale Dr. RSVP: 303.331.9963. Repeats on vari-
ous dates, venues; activeminds.com for info. 

9/20 Tuesday- NASA and Future of Space Explo-
ration. 11am-12pm (10:45 refreshments). Temple
Emanuel, 51 Grape St. RSVP: Jodi, 303.388.4013 x307

9/27 Tuesday- The Soviet Union: Road After Col-
lapse. 5:30- 6:30pm. Tattered Cover, 2526 E Colfax Ave.

LIBRARIES
For more library programs, check events 
calendar at denverlibrary.org. 

Park Hill Library, 4705 Montview Blvd. 720.865.0250.
Closed Mondays, Wednesdays and Sundays.

Thursdays- All ages storytime. For kids who can sit
and listen to stories and participate in songs. 10:30am. 

Thursdays and Fridays- Book Babies. For babies 6-
23 months with parent/caregiver. Share books, songs,
finger plays. 11:15am. 

Fridays- Tales for Twos. Storytime for 2-year-olds and
caregivers. Stories, songs, movement activities. 10:30am.  

Schlessman Family Library, 100 Poplar St (1st and
Quebec). 720.865.0000. Closed Wednesdays and Fridays.  

Tuesdays- All Ages Storytime. 10:30am 

Thursdays- Bookbabies (6-23 months). 3pm

9/10 Saturday- Colorado Author Series: Hannah
Nordhaus. 2pm. The Beekeeper’s Lament: How One Man
and Half a Billion Honey Bees Help Feed America.

9/11 Sunday- Colorado Authors Series: Phyllis
Perry. 2pm. Author of Speaking Ill of the Dead: Jerks in Col-

pets, stories, activities, outdoor exploration for
ages 5 and under. 9:30 & 11am. Morrison Nature
Center, 16002 E Smith Rd, Aurora. 303.739.2428,
www.auroragov.org/nature 

(continued on page 18)

TRAINING TO YOU
I BRING THE 
GYM TO YOU
IN HOME PERSONAL 
TRAINING WITH OVER 
20 YRS OF EXPERIENCE 
HELPING PEOPLE OF 
ALL LEVELS ACHIEVE 
THEIR GOALS AND 
FEEL GREAT ABOUT 
THEMSELVES

$35/SESSION
NO GYM DUES
GROUP RATE 
DISCOUNTS

INTERNATIONALLY
CERTIFIED AND
INSURED

720.319.1795 • TRAININGTOYOU@COMCAST.NET

orado History and It Happened in Rocky Mountain
National Park. Also slides of majestic settings of sto-
ries.

9/12 Monday- Social Security & Retirement:
What You Need to Know. How can I estimate
my SS retirement benefits? Is there a “best age” to
start benefits? Can I work and receive benefits? Also
what to do now to avoid overpaying taxes and pro-
tect against inflation/medical expenses. RSVP:
303.819.2845

9/17 Saturday- Colorado Authors Series:
Carol Batrus. 11am. When Elephants Fly: One
Woman’s Journey from Wall Street to Zululand.

9/18 Sunday- Rocky Mountain Land Library.
2pm. Two Denver booksellers visit library of for-
mer prime minister William Gladstone, 

9/24 Saturday- One Book One Denver Craft.
10am. A craft inspired by this year’s One Book
OneCDenver selection, a secret until 9/1. Chat and
craft! www.denvergov.org/onebook

9/25 Sunday- Colorado Authors Series:
Mindy Sink. 2pm. Author of Walking Denver, Moon
Handbooks Guide to Denver, and co-author of Col-
orado Organic: Cooking Seasonally, Eating Locally. 

9/26 Monday- Colorado Authors Series:
Buzzy Jackson. 6pm. Author of Shaking the Family
Tree: Blue Bloods, Black Sheep, and Other Obsessions
of an Accidental Genealogist.  Joining her will be
DPL’s in-house genealogy specialist, James Jeffrey. 

10/1 Saturday- Colorado Authors Series:
Caroline Dow. 2pm. Tea Leaf Reading For Begin-
ners: Your Fortune in a Teacup. Tea leaf reading demo,
how to choose and brew tea, herbal teas for
health, hosting a tea party, history of tea.

10/2 Sunday- Denver Jewish Community
Reads Preview. 2:30pm. A talk about historical
context of Day After Night by Anita Diamant (au-
thor of The Red Tent), Mizel Arts and Culture Cen-
ter’s “Denver Jewish Community Reads 2011”
selection. www.maccjcc/jaamm, 303.316.6360.  

KIDS AND FAMILIES
Through 9/5 Monday- Colorado State Fair.
Pueblo. www.coloradostatefair.com

9/3 Saturday- Home Depot Kids Workshop.
9am-12pm. FREE how-to clinics the first Saturday
of month for kids ages 5-12. Each child receives a
Home Depot apron, wooden project and project
pin. Metro-area Home Depot stores. www.home-
depot.com

9/3 Saturday- Jewish Children’s Activities.
First Sat. every month little ones dance, sing, hear
a story, craft and play at monthly Shabbat experi-
ence, Me’at Shabbat. 9-10am. FREE. Temple Micah,
2600 Leyden St, Park Hill. 303.388.4239,
www.micahdenver.org

9/10 Saturday and 9/24 Saturday- Lowe’s
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KIDS CAMPS AND CLASSES
Aurora Fox Theater- Drama classes ages 4 and up. Lisa Mump-
ton: 303.739.1573 or www.aurorafox.org

Art Students League of Denver- Programs for kids and teens.
303.778.6990, www.ASLD.org 

Small Hands Art Studio- Fall classes. Located in Stapleton!
www.smallhandsart.com 

Start Art- Fall classes. Startartkids.com 

The Art Garage- Classes ages 4 and up. 6100 E 23rd Ave, Park
Hill. www.artgaragedenver.com

Stapleton All Sports- www.stapletonallsports.com or Gabe
Hurley: stapletonallsports@gmail.com

The Urban Farm- Embracing Horses, info@theurbanfarm.org

Club J-After-school programs at Jewish Community Center
(JCC) for kids grades K-5. www.jcc.org 

DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE AND SCIENCE
Montview and Colorado Blvd. www.dmns.org  

9/22 Thursday- Science Lounge.Cocktails and entertainment
every 3rd Thurs. of month. 6:30-9:30pm. $8/members; $10/non-
members 

Check website for Planetarium & IMAX Movies-

NORTHFIELD EVENTS 
Events at The Shops at Northfield Stapleton-
303.375.5475 www.NorthfieldStapleton.com

9/10 Saturday- Handmade Hookup Arts & Crafts show on
Main St

Bass Pro Events- 720.385.3600,www.BassPro.com
Check website for events and classes

Improv Comedy Club and Dinner Theatre – Tickets:
303.307.1777, www.ImprovDenver.com
Check website or call for comedians and show times. 

Toby Keith’s I Love This Bar and Grill – 303.728.9468,
www.countrybarco.com Check website or call for bands scheduled

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Reservations required for events marked** at 303.289.0930.
Free unless noted. Hours: Tues.-Sun., 6am-6pm. Visitor Center:
Tues.-Sun., 9am-4pm. Refuge closed all federal holidays. Direc-
tions to Refuge: www.fws.gov/rockymountainarsenal/

Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays- Wild Rides.** 9:30-
11:30am. 2-hour guided viewing tour.

Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays- Refuge Fishing. 6am-6pm.
Catch/release fishing at Lake Mary and Lake Ladora. Signed permit and
Colorado fishing license for anglers 16 or older plus $3/day fee re-
quired. 

Saturdays-“Wild” Talks. 1pm. Join a naturalist every Saturday for 10-
minute mystery “wild” talk. 

Amateur Photo Contest. Submit 8x10 white matted photo taken at
the Refuge Sept. 1-25. October 1-13 voting. Winners become a post-
card at Nature’s Nest Books and Gifts. http://fws.gov/rockymoun-
tainarsenal or 303.289.0250 

9/4 Sunday – Bike the Refuge.** 9-11am, Moderate 5-mile ride.
Recommended for adults. Helmet required. Fat, puncture-proof tires
suggested.

9/4 Sunday- Sunday Matinee: Amazing Journeys. 1p.m. Millions of
creatures undertake extraordinary journeys of survival. Families wel-
come; no reservations required. 

9/6 Tuesday and 9/27 Tuesday- Tuesday Tots: Backbone Bo-
nanza.** 10-11am. How wildlife is sorted into groups. Children ages 3-
6,  accompanied by a parent/legal guardian. 3 children per parent.

9/9 Friday- Prairie Landscape Photo Tour.** 7:30-10am. Recom-
mended for adults. Open to all photography levels.

9/11 Sunday- Sunday Matinee: Ocean Oasis. 1pm. Journey into
bountiful seas and deserts: Mexico’s Sea of Cortes and the Baja Califor-
nia desert. Families welcome. 

(continued from page 17)

9/15 Thursday- Disappearing Treasures!** National Eagle &
Wildlife Repository Tour. 10am-12pm. See wildlife items that have been
seized and learn about Native American Eagle Feather Program.

9/18 Sunday- Family Fun Day.** 1-2:30pm. Special kids program-
ming. Jump aboard tour bus for wildlife bingo; look for clues on scav-
enger hunt around lakes and trails. 

9/18 Sunday- Sunday Matinee: Africa–The Serengeti. 1pm. View
great migration of 2 million wildebeests, zebras and antelope over 500
miles in East Africa.

9/24 Saturday- National Public Lands Day. FREE fishing. 6am-6pm. 

9/24 Saturday- Homesteader History Tour.** 1-3pm. Stories
about the land and families that homesteaded. 

9/25 Sunday- Friends of a Feather.** 8:30-11am. Search for our
fine-eathered friends. Bring binoculars or check out ours. FREE.

9/25 Sunday- Sunday Matinee: Beavers. 1pm. Swim with beavers;
experience aquatic habitat of nature’s engineers. Families welcome.

SPORTS AND FITNESS
9/5 Monday- Aetna Park to Park 5 and 10 Mile Run. Denver City
Park, 7am. www.Aetnaparktopark.com

9/18 Sunday- 5th Annual Hop Skip and a Jump Start. Stroller
and family-friendly 5K and Expo starts 9am. Benefits Children’s Museum
of Denver. Register: www.mychildsmuseum.org 

9/24 Saturday- 9th Annual Regis University Move It Forward 5
and 10K. Regis University, 50th and Lowell. Register: www.running-
guru.com

9/25 Sunday- Fans on the Field 6th Annual Denver Stadium 5K
and 10K Walk/Run. Benefits National Sports Center for Disabled.
Run thru Denver’s 3 sports stadiums. Register: www.fansonthefield.com 

10/9 Sunday- Denver Rock ’n’ Roll Marathon, ½ Marathon and
Relay. Register: www.denver.competitior.com 

STAPLETON/PARK HILL/ LOWRY EVENTS
9/10 Saturday- Stapleton Blanket Group. Provides homemade
blankets to seriously ill, traumatized or otherwise in need children.
Meets 2nd Sat. at 2638 Florence from 9:30-11:30am. 303.953.9679

9/11 Sunday- Balloon Sunday at St. Luke’s. 10:15am. Church
School and Worship, followed by “Great Balloon and Prayer Release.”
400+ balloons being launched.  FREE.  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 1270
Poplar St.  Contact: info@lukeonline.org.

Beginning 9/11 Sunday- Signing Smart Infant/Toddler Sign
Language and Play Classes. 8 Sundays, $150. Naturally Loved Baby,
7349 E 29th Ave, Stapleton Town Center. Julie Buck: 720.244.2431,
juliebuck@denverfamilyconsulting.com

9/20 Tuesday- Stapleton Moms’ Night Out with Colorado Chil-
dren’s Campaign. Learn about Colorado Children’s Campaign’s work
to improve well-being of kids. FREE event. Naturally Loved, 7349 E 29th
Ave. Jacy Montoya Price: 303.620.4547, jacy@coloradokids.org

Mondays in September- Light Lecture Series. Live happier, ful-
filled, productive lives. Topics: 9/12 Mediation: The Basics and Beyond;
9/19 Spiritual Ways to Improve Your Worklife; 9/26 Tools for Healing
Depression and Anxiety.  Center of Light, 2300 Forest St. Center-
sOfLight.org or 303.913.7053

Central Park Recreation Center. Info: www.denvergov.org/recre-
ation or Facebook Central Park Recreation Center. Now registering for
fall sports. 

THEATRE
Through 9/17- The Guys. Presented by Firehouse Theater Company
at the John Hand Theater 7653 E 1st Pl. 303.562.3232, www.john-
handtheater.com

Through 9/18- Love! Valour! Compassion! Vintage Theatre, 2119 E
17th Ave. 303.839.1361, www.vintagetheatre.com 

9/9 Through 10/2- Ragtime. Arvada Center, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd.
720.898.7200, www.SummerAtTheCenter.com

9/9 Through 10/9- Roshomon. Aurora Fox Theatre. 9900 E. Colfax.
www.aurorafoxartscenter.org, 303.739.1970

9/9 Through 10/22- Completely Hollywood. Avenue Theater. 417 E.
17th Ave. 303.321.5925, www.avenuetheater.com

DENVER ZOO
9/9 Friday- Brew at the Zoo. Pair samples of Colorado-brewed beer
with great food from well-known restaurants; dance under the stars. 7–
10pm. $65/member; $70 nonmember; $30 designated-driver ticket;
$100 preview ticket includes admission at 6pm. No guests under age 21
admitted. Tickets: www.denverzoo.org or 303.376.6741 

9/24 Saturday- Scout Night. 6-9:30pm. Boy and girl scouts can earn
badges and improve leadership skills while enjoying a night at the zoo.
$15. www.denverzoo.org 

LOCAL   EV EN T  L I ST IN G S

More Events... 
Sept. 3—REI Sand Creek Cleanup
On Saturday, September 3, 8am–12pm, REI’s 8th annual

Volunteer Day will partner with the Sand Creek Regional
Greenway Partnership, Denver Parks and Rec., Aurora Parks
Recreation & Open Space and Commerce City Parks & Rec. to
pick up trash and clean up damage from the recent flash floods
. Volunteers (age 8+) will meet in the Greenway parking lot on
Smith Rd., west of Havana St. Wear long pants, sturdy
footwear and work gloves, if available. Participants get a REI
tech T-shirt, morning snacks, lunch and beverages. No pets.Pre-
register at www.volunteeroutdoors.net or www.sandcreekgreen-
way.org. For more, contact the Sand Creek Regional Greenway
at 303.468.3262 or bschubert@sandcreeekgreenway.org. 
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Sept. 10—FREE Denver Art Museum
Friendship Powwow
The Denver Art Museum’s (DAM) 22nd An-

nual Friendship Powwow and American Indian
Cultural Celebration on Saturday, Sept. 10,
10am–5pm, will host Native American dancers
and drum groups, working artist demonstra-
tions, hands-on family activities, art making on
the plaza and more. General museum admission
is FREE on this day. 
The DAM has the most comprehensive

American Indian collection of any art museum
in the country. The museum is located on 13th
Ave. between Broadway and Bannock. For
more, go to www.denverartmuseum.org.

Sept. 11 — Golf Tournaments and
“Hop-in-a Helicopter” Event 
On the 10 year anniversary of 9/11 three

events will be held at the Common Ground
Golf Course located on the east side of Lowry.
The main event is a 4-person scramble golf
tournament with dinner and drinks afterward
provided by LaSandia and Volume Rate
Liquors. The second event is a Parent/Child Par
Tournament.  The third event is a “Hop-In-A-
Helicopter and Humvee.” The armed forces are
providing a Blackhawk helicopter along with a
Humvee.  In addition there will be a Bouncy
Castle and Happy Cakes will provide cup-

cakes. All events begin at 1pm. The event is a
fundraiser for Westerly Creek Elementary
School and a 9/11 fund.

Sept. 14 – 18—The Pajama Game at
Denver School of the Arts
Comedy, romance and jealousy collide in

hilarious ways in the story of a fated romance
against the backdrop of a union strike. Mem-
orable songs include Hey There, Hernando’s
Hideaway and Steam Heat. The Pajama
Game will run in the Schomp Theater at
Denver School of the Arts from Sept. 14–17
at 7pm and Sept. 17–18 at 2pm. Tickets:
$14/18 for adults; $10/12 for children, stu-
dents (including college with valid ID) and
teachers/staff from any educational institu-
tion (with valid ID). dsa.dpsk12.org or the
box office at 720.424.1713.

September 16—T. Rex Encounter 
Opening Friday, September 16, the new T.

Rex Encounter at Denver Museum of Nature
and Science will showcase advanced robotics
and cutting-edge face recognition technology
to make visitors come closer than ever to rap-
tor dinosaurs and a life-sized 42-foot-tall T.
rex. Travel back 67 million years and explore
the Cretaceous world as robotic prehistoric
animals react to every move—sizing visitors
up as friend, foe or their next meal. 
This interactive 13,000-square-foot exhi-

bition, free with museum admission, is of-

High-quality clinical expertise, gentle for the whole family.

Wellness-oriented care in a modern office with the latest technology.

NEW family members of existing patients welcome.

Early morning appointments available.

Top Dentist 2009,‘10,‘11

Free Parenting Seminars at
Children’s Hospital in Sept. & Oct.
Kids don’t come with an owner’s man-

ual, so sometimes parents need a new idea
or maybe a little support to get past the
fussing and on to the laughing, growing
and learning. Admission is free, but space
is limited. Sign-up for seminars online at
www.childrens colorado.org/parenting
and to reserve free child care. 
Questions? Call 720-777-5437 (phone

is not for RSVP). Seminars will be held
at: Children’s Hospital Colorado, 2nd
floor Conference Center, 13123 E. 16th
Ave, Aurora.     

Texting All Tweens and Teens: 
Social Networking and Your Kids 
Wednesday, September 7, 6–7:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Dr. Jeffrey Dolgan

More Events... 

Transition to New Parenthood
Monday, September 12, 6–7:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Ayelet Talmi, PhD

Childhood Sleeping Challenges
Wednesday, September 14, 6–7:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Bart Schmitt, MD

Toilet Training Challenges
Monday September 26, 6–7:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Bart Schmitt, MD

Speak UP for Kids!—Learn how to make
a difference on the issues that matter the
most to you and your kids
Monday, October 3, 6–7:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Members from Children’s
Hospital Colorado

Talking About Toddlers
Tuesday, October 4, 6–7:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Ayelet Talmi, PhD

fered in English and Spanish. Also opening:
two 3D IMAX films, Dinosaurs Alive! and
Waking the T. Rex: The Story of Sue.
www.dmns.org. 

Sept. 16 to 18—Dance Performance
to Benefit The Gathering Place
The Damsels, a Denver contemporary

dance company whose mission is to raise
money and awareness for women and chil-
dren in crisis, will perform “The Pursuit of

Happiness” Sept. 16–18 at Cleo Parker
Robinson Theatre, 119 Park Ave. West. A
portion of the proceeds goes to The Gathering
Place, Denver’s only drop-in center for
women, their children and transgender indi-
viduals experiencing homelessness and
poverty. The performance touches on love,
money, drugs and religion in one’s journey to
happiness. Tickets: $15/online; $20/door (dis-
count with item donation). www.thedamsels
dancecompany.com 303.257.5049. 
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CSAP Scores — DPS Schools in Northeast Denver

Joe Simodynes, M.D.erin Welch, M.D.

Denver Dermatology Consultants, P.C.

Complete Skin Care 
as unique as you are

MeDicAL

Skin cancer   Skin checks

Acne   Eczema   Psoriasis

Warts   Rash   Phototherapy

Photodynamic therapy

coSMetic

Physician-administered
Botox, Fillers, and
Laser Treatments

Intense Pulsed Light

Resurfacing   Pigment

Hair and Vascular Lasers

Chemical Peels

Microdermabrasion

Sclerotherapy

SuRGicAL

Mohs Micrographic Surgery

Skin cancer treatment

Cosmetic excision and 
repair

www.denverderm.com    303-426-4525
2970 Quebec St Suite 200 - above Bank of the West

Stapleton Laser Center

carrie cera hill, M.D.

Add An Important Item to 
Your Back-to-School List.

For parents, back-to-school season means it’s time to stock-up on school supplies. But 

it can also be a good time to think about how to save for your child’s future education.

Developing a strategy for achieving your education savings goal – or other savings 

goals – can help you stay on track.

To learn more about your education savings options, call today.

www.edwardjones.com/backtoschool Member SIPC

Call us today and receive $31.42 off
assessment or program fees.
(Tell us why we picked $31.42 

and get another $5 off.)
Not valid with any other offers or promotions.

Expires 9/30/11.

ACT/SAT prep programs also available.

School has started...

Don’t let your
kids fall behind

in Math!

CSAP scores for Denver Public Schools were released in August. Following are the scores for the schools in the Front Porch distribution area. 
Percentages show students at or above proficiency in each of the subject areas.

Grades Name Address
2011 
Reading

2011 
Math

2011 
Writing

2011 
Science

2009-11
Change
Reading

2009-11
Change 
Math

2009-11
Change 
Writing

2009-11
Change 
Science

Free & 
Reduced
Lunches

ECE - 5 Ashley 1914 Syracuse St. 25% 32% 15% 4% -3% 1% -3% -5% 82%
ECE - 5 KNIGHT (now Hallet Fundamental Acad) 2950 Jasmine St 66% 58% 43% 19% 15% 10% 14% 12% 87%
ECE - 5 Lowry 8001 E. Cedar Ave. 68% 69% 58% 42% 2% 0% 4% 4% 38%
ECE - 5 Montclair Sch of Academics & Enrichment 1151 Newport St. 63% 57% 47% 44% 17% 6% 14% 22% 63%
K - 5 Odyssey Charter-Elementary 6550 E. 21st Ave. 82% 76% 73% 62% -2% -1% 7% 7% 27%
ECE - 5 Palmer 995 Grape St. 64% 54% 49% 46% -2% -8% -3% 16% 59%
ECE - 5 Park Hill Elementary 5050 E. 19th Ave. 67% 67% 60% 42% 9% 14% 12% -1% 35%
ECE - 5 Smith Renaissance School/Arts 3590 Jasmine St. 23% 20% 13% 7% -6% -10% -6% -5% 98%
ECE - 5 Stedman 2940 Dexter St. 32% 38% 28% 14% -11% -9% -5% -1% 89%
ECE - 5 Westerly Creek 8800 E. 28th Ave. 83% 88% 70% NA NA NA NA NA 18%
ECE - 5 William Roberts 2100 Akron Way 74% 75% 67% 49% 1% 6% 6% 5% 13%

6 - 8 Denver School of the Arts Middle 7111 Montview Blvd. 91% 66% 83% 73% 1% -3% -2% 10% 12%
6 - 8 DSST Middle - Stapleton 2000 Valentia St. 80% 77% 81% 78% -6% -3% 3% NA 44%
6 - 8 Odyssey Charter-Middle 6550 E 21st 82% 76% 73% 62% -2% -1% 7% 7% 30%
6 - 8 Park Hill Middle 5050 E 19th Ave 67% 67% 60% 42% 9% 14% 12% -1% NA
6 - 8 Smiley 2540 Holly St. 41% 31% 29% 19% -1% -1% -5% -3% 82%
6 - 8 William Roberts Middle 2100 Akron Way 74% 75% 67% 49% 1% 6% 6% 5% 41%

9 - 12 DSST HS - Stapleton 2000 Valentia St. 83% 62% 70% 73% -2% 10% 0% -6% 44%
9 - 12 Denver School of the Arts HS 7111 Montview Blvd. 96% 54% 84% 72% 2% -1% -4% -7% 14%
9 - 12 East HS 1600 City Park Esplanade 74% 40% 60% 60% 0% 4% 1% 2% 34%
9 - 12 George Washington HS 655 S. Monaco Parkway 55% 31% 41% 33% -7% -1% -5% -11% 55%
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Boltage
Learn more about 

our new middle school – 
now accepting applications 
for 6th and 7th graders!

DMIS is a private, independent school
that offers full-immersion, bilingual

education in French, Mandarin Chinese
and Spanish to students ages 3 years old –
5th grade, and is pursuing authorization
to become an IB World School to offer
the Middle Years Program in grades 6 – 8.

Denver Montclair International School
Now Enrolling for 2012-13

For more information, please visit our website at
www.dmischool.com or call 303-340-3647
to schedule a school tour.

Swigert-McAuliffe
Inaugural Walk to School

Swigert-McAuliffe International School principal Chuch Raisch
leads a large group of parents and students on Stapleton’s tradi-
tional family walk to the first day of school. Families gathered at
the “Dog Picnic” pocket park at 35th and Xenia.

Target. Not only will the students be
competing individually, but grades and neighborhoods will com-
pete against each other for prizes, she said.
Most parents have given positive feedback about Boltage,

Klaassen said.
“One parent said it was stressful to get the kids’ things to-

gether so that they could walk to school,” she said. “But once
they started doing it, it was easier. The kids really want to do it,
and they push their parents. The idea is for kids to do it any way
they can. For a pre-schooler or first-grader, a parent can park
three blocks from school and walk to school with their children.
“The Boltage coordinators I’ve talked to in California are in

an inner city,” she said. “Their program is rocking there. We
should have 100 percent participation at Stapleton. It’s not hard. 
“On average, we were having 10 to 15 bikes for 800 kids be-

fore this program,” she added. “This spring, even on wet and
cold days, we had 50 to 100 bikes. I was flabbergasted. We had
250 kids enrolled in the first four weeks.”
Boltage provides the individual school with data on a regular

basis. This year, Klaassen said the math teachers will help to ana-
lyze the program’s data.
For information about the Boltage program, visit www.boltage.

org or email Kristen Klaassen at kristeninco@gmail.com. 

(continued from page 5)
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Denver County Fair Will Be Back Next Year

Above: Rebecca Feder, who lives in the Cole neighborhood, and Mallory
McEwen, who lives in the Hale neighborhood, donned trash bags to partic-
ipate in a no-hands triple-berry-cream-pie-eating contest. 
Below left: Stuart Borlase calls to his nephew Tristen, 7, as he rides the

carousel. 
Below: Aida Benway, 5, holds a 2 1/2 month
old White Leghorn bantam.

What is a Health Coach?
Someone who will help you improve your life from the inside out.

LESS STRESS • MORE ENERGY • WEIGHT CONTROL
Sound good? Come in for a FREE consultation and find out more!

Amy Schilling, CHC - Natural Balance Integrative Health
303-355-0363

By Jon Meredith

“The Denver County Fair will be back in
2012, over the weekend of August 10–
12,” says Dana Cain, master promoter and

the visionary of Denver’s first county fair. During the
last weekend in July, the offbeat fair brought 25,000
people to the stock show grounds with a combination
of blue-ribbon pies, a Devo concert, a Miss Denver
Drag Queen competition and live chickens and lla-
mas. The New York Times had two articles about the
fair and its unique contests and events “spurring inter-
est from all over the country,” according to Cain.
Next year promises to have plenty of new themes,
promotions and contests. Cain pledges to listen to
any idea that is genuinely offbeat or unique. Cain can
be reached at dana@denvercountyfair.org

Recognitions
The Front Porch will periodically print a “Recognitions” column
acknowledging achievements of people who live in the Front
Porch distribution area. Criteria for submission are listed at
www.FrontPorchStapleton.com -> Editorial Content  -> Submit-
ting Articles to the Front Porch.

Sarah Burke, who has worked at
CBS4 News in Denver for 10 years,
will be moving from Stapleton to New
York City in September to become the
executive producer of the 11pm news
at WCBS. She will be responsible for
making decisions on what stories to

cover and how they should be covered in New York’s TV mar-
ket of 7.5 million households. She’s preparing herself for
sticker shock in the apartment market, expecting that a 700-
800 square foot apartment in Manhattan will cost about
$4,000 a month plus a hefty fee for an apartment broker.
How did she get the job?  An executive from CBS, which

owns and operates 28 stations around the country, visited
Denver this summer. Burke gave a presentation on her late
news strategy—and an interview, a trip to New York and a job
offer followed. Burke, who is originally from Chicago, has
lived in Stapleton since 2007 with her husband Tom Burke
who is an investigative producer at Channel 7 news. Tom will
stay in Denver for awhile with their 12-pound Jack Russell
Terrier, Casey, to “tie up loose ends” and look into TV job
possibilities for himself in New York.

--------------------------------------
Dr. Carrie Louise Daenell, ND (Naturo-

pathic Doctor) was invited to present her pro-
tocol, “Healing the Aging Metabolism,” at an
international medical conference, the Anti Age-
ing Seminar London 2011 (www.antiageing-
conference.com). Daenell discovered, in
working with her patients, that many women

at a certain age (40 or so), despite a healthy lifestyle, discover
they are gaining weight with age. She developed a protocol
based on the molecule Adenosine Triphosphate (ATP) and
found that her patients who followed this protocol experi-
enced “a 9-18 pound weight adjustment and enhanced energy
throughout the first year.” Dr. Daenell is the co-author of Bet-
ter Breast Health for Life! (along with Kelly McAleese, MD, a
Colorado breast radiologist) and has appeared on local news
around the country and PBS health programming shows. She
practices as a health-optimizing consultant at LiveWell Center
in Cherry Creek North. Dr. Daenell is a Stapleton mom.

Obs te t r i c s  &  Gyneco logy,  
Midwi fe r y  and  In fe r t i l i t y

2 9 7 5  RO S LYN – S U I T E  1 4 0

omen have special needs and that’s why we 
offer comprehensive care that treats you as a whole 
woman, no matter what your stage of  life. And now, 
taking care of  your health can start closer to home.

To learn more about the Stapleton
Women’s Clinic, call 303-320-2578

W
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Gain 130 Lbs!!
Become a Foster Parent

Savio House is looking for new foster parents 
to provide a nurturing home for troubled youth 
ages 12-17. We offer training, 24 hour support 

and $1900 per month.

Call Michelle Johnson at

303-225-4073
www.saviohouse.org

Kerri Honaker, 
LPC, Clinic Director
303-417-1797

www.neuroAgility.com
Insurance coverage may apply

Do you or a member of your family have difficulty concentrating or
focusing? Are you concerned about hyperactivity or impulsive behavior?
Now there is a clinically proven alternative to medication.

Research shows Neurotherapy to be an effective, safe, non-invasive
way to work with children and adults—without resorting to
psychoactive medication. Help you or your child utilize and train the
brain to improve performance. neuroAgility provides diagnostic
evaluations for AD/HD and Brain Injury. We offer state-of-the-art
training that is respectful and non-stigmatizing; we build on your
strengths leading to sense of self mastery.

ADD

ADHD

BRAIN INJURY

ANXIETY

SLEEP

ASPERGERS

ATHLETES2501 Walnut Street,  Suite 205,  Boulder,  CO 80302    •    3773 Cherry Creek North Drive,  Suite 690W,  Denver,  CO 80209

8 INDOOR & OUTDOOR PLAYGROUNDS8 INDOOR & OUTDOOR PLAYGROUNDS

PLAYFUL POOCH DOG DAYCARE & BOARDING
Stinky Dog?  We Can Help!
Buy a 5 Day Daycare Package and Get a FREE Bath

(Up to $30 value - new customers only)

Family Owned & Operated • Daycare for as Low as $19 a Day!
Fire Sprinkled Building

Serving Stapleton & Park Hill
PlayfulPoochUSA.com 
4000 Holly St, Denver, CO 80216
720-941-7529

Park Hill
Golf Club
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By Katherine Rains

Bullying is the single most common form of
violence facing our children today. Each
year, 3.7 million children engage in it and

more than 3.2 million are targets of it. Children
with disabilities or who are obese are 63 percent
more likely to be at the receiving end. These star-
tling statistics are why most of us, as parents,
spend a great deal of time worrying about how
we can best protect our children. At a recent con-
ference*, local and international experts provided
training for parents and educators about bullying
and offered the following insights.
The behaviors and attitudes that lead to bullying (un-
equal power) in later years are learned and begin in
early childhood. Parents and educators should:
• Educate: Make sure young children (3 to 5
years) are exposed to positive social behaviors,
including empathy and acceptance, at home
and in their early childhood environment.

• Observe: Social exclusion can begin as early as
4 years of age and often goes unnoticed.
Watch for early warning signs of bullying that
can include reluctance to go to school, fre-
quent complaints of stomachaches, headaches
and depression.

• Advocate: If your child is more likely to be a
target of bullying because of differences, work
with your child’s teacher and school to ensure
that he or she is not being singled out within
the classroom for their differences.  

While parents cannot go to school or soccer practice
every day, we can raise resilient children who are
better prepared for obstacles through:
• Self-care: Set a good example at home by
making sure the entire family is eating well,
exercising, and getting enough rest.

• Self-esteem: Help your child to focus on his
or her accomplishments, be realistic with
goals and be specific with praise.  

• Self-review: Help your children to re-
member their successes, trust them-
selves, learn how to ask for help, and
have a sense of humor.

Steps to take if you suspect your child is being
bullied.
• Tell your child that the bullying is not
his or her fault. Find out who is doing
the bullying and what type of bullying
(e.g., cyberbullying) is occurring.

• Discuss with your child’s teacher the
specifics of the situation, including how
your child is being impacted. Make
sure that steps are being taken so that
your child feels safe in school. Keep a
written record of discussions. Meet
with other school staff as necessary. 

• If you feel that the school is not prop-
erly dealing with the bullying situation,
seek out additional resources from: the
school district administration, the Col-
orado School Safety Resource Center,
the Colorado Department of Educa-
tion, and/or mental health or advocacy
organizations.
Bullying is not just our kids’ problem, it

is a community problem and it takes par-
ents, educators and the community at large
working together to ensure all children
have a safe place to learn and grow.

*The 3rd Annual Teaching Beyond “Nor-
mal” conference was presented by Sewall Child
Development Center.
Katherine Rains, TBN 3 conference man-

ager and grant writer at the Sewall Child De-
velopment Center. She, her husband and two
sons live in Stapleton. For more information
on bullying prevention, contact her at
krains@sewallchild.org or visit
www.sewall.org

Dealing with Bullying By Nancy Burkhart

Getting rid of un-
wanted items
often happens by

selling online today. How-
ever, for people who
haven’t found time to read
“eBay for Dummies” to
learn the intricacies of sell-
ing online, All For Funds
may be the answer.
Stapleton resident Lisa

Maher’s firm is an online
auction concierge com-
pany. “My company is for
people who don’t know
how or don’t have the time
to sell online,” Maher explained. “I pick up
the items that they would like to sell online.
I do all the photography, list items online,
do all the correspondence with potential
buyers, handle the payment transactions,
and do all the shipping and all the follow-up
with the person who bought the item. 
“I deliver the cash to my clients 30 days

after the item has sold,” she said. “My goal
is to make it as easy as possible for my
clients.”
Maher has sold a collection of 150 1940s

comic books, coin collections, maternity
clothes, replacement parts for strollers and
non-working electronics.
“I recently sold a bunch

of Ronald Reagan pieces
for a client who went to
his inauguration ball in the
1980s,” Maher said. “She
had the invitation, a cock-
tail napkin, cocktail drink
tickets, buttons and winter
hats that were given to
everyone.”
Some clients tell Maher

the price they want for
their items. Others expect
Maher to research it and
set the price. “The most
amazing thing to me was
when I had a client who
tipped over a jewelry box
while she was moving and
was left with several single
earrings. They all are fashion
or designer jewelry and they
all sold.”
Maher charges a service

fee of $3 per item to pick
up and set them up for
sale. When the items are
sold, the client receives 65
percent of the sale price

and Maher takes 35 percent. The buyer pays
shipping.“The online marketplace has such a
huge worldwide international audience,” she
said. “Someone around the world definitely
wants your items. I ship all over the world.”
“I’m not doing large items like outdoor

playgrounds, playhouses or furniture,” she
said. “Shipping is so expensive, it’s not really
worth it. These things should be sold locally.
I don’t do automobiles either. I just do items
that would fit in a large SUV. 
To learn more about All For Funds, visit

www.AllForFunds.com. Email Maher at:
info@AllForFunds.com or call 303-570-9632.

New Concierge Service for Online Selling

Lisa Maher’s business, All For Funds, is run from her home office. She is
shown with her two sons, Rowan, 4, and Charlie, 8.



SUN Meetings are held on the 4th Monday of every month at 7:30pm 
in the Stapleton Community Room, 2823 Roslyn Street. For information about SUN, 
visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, 

email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 
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By Sophia Briegleb, SUN Education Committee
Are you a parent feeling overwhelmed about choosing
the right school for your child? Are you new to Denver
and unfamiliar with the choice process in DPS? Do you
want to learn more about all the school options avail-
able in NE Denver, in one location? 
The SUN Education Committee is proud to present

our first Stapleton Education Expo, open to all NE
Denver residents wanting to learn more about
preschools through high schools in this area. This year’s
Expo will be hosted by the new Swigert-McAuliffe In-
ternational School on Thursday, October 6 from 6:30–
8pm. The Expo will begin with a presentation from
DPS about the choice process in Stapleton and what
exactly are charter and innovative schools, followed by
a Q&A session. Then tables from various schools will
be open for you to visit. Participating schools include
Baby Power Forever Kids, Paddington Station, Happy
Ladybug, Montview Preschool, Monarch Montessori,
Westerly Creek Elementary, Swigert-McAuliffe, Bill
Roberts, Odyssey, Denver Language School, The Green
School, Morey Middle School, Denver School of Sci-
ence and Technology, East High School and George
Washington High School. 
Questions for DPS to address at the Expo may be

sent to SUNEducationCommittee@ gmail.com. Mark
your calendar and we’ll see you there! 

By Bryan Penny, SUN Board, stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com
For the eighth year in a row, SUN is organizing the Stapleton Kickball Tourna-
ment. This year, we are fortunate to be partnering with The Stapletonion. The
tournament is Saturday, September 17 in Central Park from 10am–2pm. Pro-
ceeds this year are going to the Stapleton elementary schools (Bill Roberts, West-
erly Creek, Swigert/McAuliffe and Odyssey). � �Most important, we are looking
for teams to play in the tournament. Without the teams, there is no tournament!
The website is now open for

teams to sign up for the tourna-
ment. Each team can have up to
20 people; at least 9–14 players
must be on the field, including
four males and four females play-
ing at all times. Registration for
each team is $175, which in-
cludes 10 T-shirts (additional T-
shirts: $10). Each participant will
also receive a lunch donated by
Chipotle and a beverage donated
by IZZE. Because SUN is a
501(c)(3), this may be considered
a tax-deductible donation. To en-
sure your team has a place in the
tournament, sign up today on the
SUN website: http://stapleto-
nunitedneighbors.com/SUN-
Kickball/kickball-registration.
�In addition to the kickball

competition, the fields of Central
Park will be rocking with
music, full of aromas from
food vendors, and bubbling
with entertainment for the
whole family. Even if you
are not planning to partici-
pate in the tournament,
mark your calendar to come
out and experience this Sta-
pleton tradition.

First Stapleton Education
Expo on October 6

Stapleton Kickball Tournament on Sept. 17

Hot days can be deadly for pets
Very hot summer days for your pet are just not
any fun—in fact they can turn dangerous
quickly. Try this if you don’t understand why:
Go to your closet and zip up that down jacket
and go for a little jog outside. Not so nice is it?
Imagine being left outside for hours. Even the
shade of a tree isn’t cool enough.
I see people riding bikes with their dogs on

a leash running next to them with their tongue
to the ground. They are not in little shorts and
bare skin. They are wearing a coat people!
Dogs will follow their owners to the ends of
the earth, do anything they are expected, and
even seem excited at first. But as responsible
pet owners we have simply got to get our head
on straight and not think, “Oh, they love it,”
or “Oh, they need the exercise so let me tie
them up behind a bike and zip around town!” 
Also, pavement and sidewalks fry eggs it’s so

hot! Yet we drag our dogs down blistering side-
walks while it burns the pads of their feet.
Take your shoes off, put on that coat, zip it up
and now go for a mile jog behind your kid’s
bike! Not so nice is it?
Avoid walking dogs mid-day. Go early or

after the sun goes down. Carry water. Dogs
need a break in this heat. Watch for signs of
heat stroke. Every day vets see this in their
clinics.
Signs of severe heat stress include heavy

panting, increased heart rate, glassy eyes, stag-
gering walk, vomiting and diarrhea, according
to a news release from Animal Friends. They
may have trouble breathing, have seizures or
collapse. Get cool, not cold, towels and wrap
their feet, legs, face, neck and chest and get to
a vet just as soon as possible.
Especially be aware of how hard this heat is

on older and overweight dogs.
The bottom line is to use common sense.

There is just no ice cold beer and a dip in a
pool for them at day’s end.
Chris Hartridge, Stapleton

Letter to the Editor

ONLY

$699

Classes meet once a week on Saturdays for 3 hours
Great earning potential • No experience required

Placement assistance for graduates
Tuition assistance for qualified students • Books and materials extra

Health Education Resources of Denver/Denver Pharmacy School
Live operators available 8am–5pm

1-800-426-9615 www.herdenver.com

Next class starts Sept 24, 9am–12pm

BECOME A CERTIFIED PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 
IN JUST 12 WEEKS!

number
one HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park hill References
Detail oriented • Ironing Included • Window Washing • carpet cleaning

Bonded & Insured • 16 Years in Business • offices • Homes • park Hill Resident

paulina leon 720-628-6690 • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

Stapleton360.com

Are You An Insider?

Cut Rate
Hauling
A Trash & Junk

Removal Service

720-434-8042
Ruben Williams

Insurance and references upon request

SUN Recycling Event
Sept. 3, 10am-2pm
Sam’s Club Parking Lot

Correction!
The recycling event WILL
NOT ACCEPT COMPACT
FLUORESCENT LIGHT
BULBS OR FLUORES-
CENT TUBES. We apologize for
any inconvenience this might have
caused. Batteries from power tools
WILL be accepted.
For a full list of items that can be

recycled visit www.stapletonunited
neighbors.com -> Go to the Sustain-
ability Committee page and scroll
down.

Get a single scoop
of ice cream for $1
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932 Jersey Street (at 9th)
303.388.2116

www.dippersicecream.com

Kevin D. Tafoya

Homeowners Insurance
Rates have dropped!
Call today for a quote

303-955-0861 
ktafoya@farmersagent.com

2332 Central Park Blvd., Denver, 80238



Stapleton-Based • 20+ Yrs. experience 
Basements • Deck Construction

Remodeling • Renovations  

Brian weikel • Licensed & Insured
720.771.4690 • www.weikelbuildingco.com

Schedule your FREE custom design that 

stays within your timeline & budget!

The Weikel Building Co.
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The August 20th Beer Festival
and concert featuring Opie Gone
Bad and Chris Daniels and the
Kings attracted over 2,000 peo-
ple. Close to 1,000 people pur-
chased Beer Festival tickets and
sampled beer from 22 breweries.
Another 250 purchased individ-
ual beers from the Westerly
Creek fundraiser concession
stand. The food trucks were a big
hit—every vendor sold out of
food. Breweries and food ven-
dors are being surveyed as plan-
ning already gets underway for
next year’s beer festival.

Sarah C. Humphreys M.D. 

7 2 0 . 9 4 1 . 1 7 7 8

Treating your children with the compassion
 and expertise you expect from 

Please welcome our newest addition

Sapphire Pediatrics

Robin M. Larabee, M.D. 

www.Sapphir ePed i atr ic s . com

Molly Gilpin, P.A.-C 

Accepting pediatric patients of all ages

4500 E. Ninth Avenue, Suite 740, Denver, CO 80220

Meticulous
Interior & 
Exterior 
Painting 
Faux Finishes
Free Estimates

“Every customer 
becomes a reference!”

303.324.1653

Mike Ciechanowicz

PAINTING

New Rec Center Rates

New prices for Denver recreation
centers are expected to go into
effect October 1 when rec center

computer systems will be updated. Until
that time only 3-month or day passes will be
available for purchase under the old rate
structure, according to Angela Casias at
Denver Parks and Rec. Under the new
pricing, the head of household will pay full
price and all other family members pay half
price for annual memberships. Fitness
classes will be included in the price and
childcare while parents work out will be
included with a regional membership.
Annual memberships can be paid for with
automatic monthly withdrawals.
In northeast Denver, the Silver Sneakers

program (which offers free membership to
seniors under some health insurance plans) is

already in effect at Montclair and Hiawatha
Davis Rec Centers and will be added this
fall at Central Park and Montbello (both re-
gional rec centers), hopefully sometime in
September. The most expensive member-
ship is considered head of household and
the others will pay half price.
Annual fees for regional rec centers are:
Adult (25-64) $369
Young Adult (18-24) $270
Youth (2-17)  $50
Senior (65+)/Disabled  $119
Packages for 15 or 30 visits are also

available, as well as day passes. The new
tiered rate schedule showing all three fee
levels (for neighborhood, local and regional
rec centers) is posted at DenverGov.org
(search for rec center fees) and at
www.FrontPorchStapleton.com. 

MARKETING POSITION for a
25 year old Wellness Company,
FT/PT Denver. Set own hours,
work from home. Reliable
weekly and monthly income.
Backed by BBB, EPA, and Amer-
ican Red Cross. Call Today,
Start Tomorrow.  Ask for Kim
303-915-8858
READING VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED.  The Odyssey Char-
ter School is looking for volun-
teers to read with one or two
children each week throughout
the school year. Available times
are 8:15 to 9:00 M,T W, and F. If
interested, please call Julie at
303-316-3944 ext.241 or email
julie@odysseydenver.org.

A GOOD PAINT JOB - A
painter referred by your neigh-
bors. Call Scott The Painter -
720-373-1010
AFFORDABLE PAINTING –
Exceptional results. Visit 
www.jcspainting.com for info
and pictures, or call 303-474-
8882. Highly recommended
ALWAYS HAULING INC -
720-373-5700. Same day serv-
ice, Free estimates. Furniture,
appliances, tree branches, etc.
Property cleanouts, garage and
basement clean outs. Serving
Colorado since 1997.
BASEMENT DESIGN,
KITCHEN/BATH Remodeling,
Built-Ins, Interior Design. Diane
Gordon Design, 303.355.5666,
www.diane gordondesign.com
BASEMENTS Best Builders -
Best in Quality & Design at
truly affordable prices. Call Jim
at 720.276.7704
B&D RENOVATIONS - Tile,
Painting, Carpentry, Kitchens,
Baths , Basements. Home Re-
pairs/Remodels. Affordable
Quality Craftsmanship.
720.404.2649
BOOKKEEPING SVC 10 yrs
exp. Call Tiffany 480.227.5304
BRUGMAN PLUMBING - I show
up on time. I do it right. I don't
price gouge. Larry-303-935-6348
COMPUTER PROBLEMS? $20
/ discount off any house-call.
Virus / Spyware Removal.
Hardware / Software upgrades.
We come to you! Local, certi-
fied, friendly technicians. Call:
303-421-FAST (3278) /
www.fastteks.com

SERVICESHELP WANTED

SERVICES

SERVICES
FITNESS PROFESSIONAL -
Fit@Altitude is a fitness
trainer specializing in 
improving the quality and
longevity of life. Email 
altitudefit@gmail.com or call
Scott 303.946.7558 to 
schedule a free assessment
and training session.
GARDENER - Hardworking,
experienced and reliable. Free
estimates. Senior discounts.
Routine maintenances,
cleanups, planting/ design.
Simon 303-641-2414
HANDYMAN AND REMOD-
ELING-Serving Park Hill since
2001. No job too small. Home
Repairs, Tile, Painting, Carpen-
try, Landscape, Basement, Baths,
& Kitchens. Free estimates
303.333.4507
HOME COOKED MEALS!
Affordable, healthy, personal-
ized dinners with Mangia! Per-
sonal Chef Service. NEW: Ask
about "chef prepped meals".
Perfect for the time crunched,
budget conscious cook. Con-
tact Michelle: 303-324-1198
www.mangiapersonalchef.com
HOUSE CLEANING – 
Mature, honest, friendly, 
dependable. 303.671.9065
HOUSECLEANING-EXCEL-
LENT LOCAL REFERENCES
– 16 years in business, Park
Hill resident. Homes, offices.
Paulina 720.628.6690, 
PaulinLeon22@hotmail.com
HOUSECLEANING -  WHITE
MAGIC - Excellent rates and
references. Weekly, monthly,
one-time only. 720-371-3290
INDIVIDUAL THERAPY -
Struggling with challenges in
your life and needing support?
I can help you to create
change and find your balance.
Aimee Aron, MA, Psychother-
apist www.aimeearon.com or
303-900-8672
NANNY AVAILABLE - full
time position is preferred,
nanny share is ok. Degree in
Early Childhood Develop-
ment, certified in infant CPR
and first Aid. I have worked in
schools for 9 years  with all
ages of children. Love, love
animals! Will send resume and
reference on request. Cell
303-919-4646. e-mail
lkra3@aol.com
NON-MEDICAL CAREGIV-
ING SERVICES for elderly and
children. www.funlovingcare.com
PAINTING- INTERIOR, EX-
TERIOR, REPAIRS - Superior
service and workmanship
since 1980! Extensive 
refrences and certificate of 
insurance gladly provided. For
a fair price call Mike @
Cherry Creek Painting 
Company 303.388.8151
PIANO SERVICE - Tuning, 
repair, reconditioning. 
Registered Piano Technician
with Piano Technicians Guild,
30 years experience serving
metro Denver - close to Park
Hill & Stapleton. David 
Nereson - 303.355.5770
PREMIER PAINT WORKS-Since
1993 Stapleton’s Residential
Paint Specialists. Int/Ext Neat,
conscientious craftsmanship by
polite, respectful, honest & fully
insured crew, impeccable refer-
ences. Ask about our FREE 
1-hour color consultation
with Jennifer Comfort from
thecolorpsychic.com. Call John
303.864.9247

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
– OnCall Property Manage-
ment LLC is building 
relationships through 
exceptional service. Available
to manage the leasing of your
home with perfection. 
Stapleton owned and 
operated. 303-416-2200
QUALITY AFFORDABLE
HANDYMAN! Insured 
handyman services include:
baby proofing, ceiling
fans/light fixtures, closet 
organizers, assembly, repairs,
pictures hung, fence staining,
etc. No Job Too Small! Bob
720.434.3649. 
besthandyman@comcast.net
SHARPENING - knives, 
scissors, yard tools, push
mowers, mower blades. 
Contact Paul Burns -
303.750.8750
SPRINKLER SOLUTIONS -
Professional Repairs and 
installations. 10 year warranty.
Fast Friendly service 
303-523-5859 / www.sprin-
klersolutionscolorado.com
VOICE LESSONS. all ages
welcome. Professional 
performer/teacher with 20
years experience.  Andrea
303.377.2443
asoundhealer@yahoo.com
WHERE STAPLETON TAKES
D U I  CLASSES - State 
licensed, understanding, 
supportive, convenient and
accommodating, flexible class
times (group and individual).
303 307 0320 / 
www.ahconnections.com 

BRAND NEW!  DOUBLE
MASTER, 2.5 Bath. Three Story.
Attached Garage. Solar. Near
future second Town Center.
Available November. $1750.
1352 sq. ft. Contact 
luckydogpropertiesLLC@gmail.
com
STAPLETON AND LOWRY
TOWNHOMES - Homes avail-
able for rent.  Have 2, 3, 4 or 5
bedroom properties available
both immediately and for future
(30+ days) move-in. 303-324-
6988 or TJCMGMT@msn.com.
www.StapletonForRent.com

FULL SIZE 4' x 8' pool table.
Excellent condition. Everything
needed + hanging budweiser light.
$800 you move it. 303.750.8750

3530 NEWPORT FOR SALE:
4+ Bdrms/2 Bath - $208,000.
Rejuvenated. Refreshed. And
ready to move-in... Great Block.
Stellar Finishes... 
Call KIM DAVIS 303.218.8373 /
www.FindingYourSpace.com
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT –
OnCall Property Management
LLC is building relationships
through exceptional service.
Available to manage the leasing
of your home with perfection.
Stapleton owned and operated.
303-416-2200

IPHONES WANTED - I Want
to buy your used iPhone.  $110
for 3g and $190 cash for 3gs in
good condition. Email 
craig.nelson963@gmail.com for
more info. Stapleton resident

SERVICES

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

WANTED

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED ADS

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 
By the 15th of the month

Email classified ad to KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com
You’ll get an emailed confirmation and instructions for

credit card payment. Ads must be paid by the 17th to run
in the upcoming issue
15 words or less $10
30 words or less $18
45 words or less $35

Visit www.FrontPorchStapleton.com
*******

TO PLACE A DISPLAY AD
Reserve space by the 10th to ensure placement.

*******
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Front Porch will publish letters to the editor as space al-
lows—they may be edited for length. Please email Carol
Roberts, editor, The Front Porch at FrontPorchStapleton@
gmail.com. Submit by the 15th for consideration in the fol-
lowing month’s issue.

COMPUTER SERVICES - Located
in Stapleton: on-site residential
and small business support; spy-
ware removal, file recovery, se-
cure wireless networking, mobile
device configuration, hardware/
software upgrades and installa-
tions; call Jon at 720.989.1979
CONSIDERING RENTING
YOUR HOUSE / Townhouse?
Full Service Property Manage-
ment Company. Expert in ex-
tremely hot Stapleton market.
Will get top $$$. Call/email Tom
Cummings for free consultation.
303.324.6988. TJCMGMT@msn.
com. www.StapletonForRent.com
CONTRACTOR - FINE
WOODWORKING, FINISH
Carpentry, Remodeling, Home
Repair and Maintenance. 
Licensed General Contractor.
Small difficult jobs welcome. 22
years exp. in Park Hill area.
Peter 720-291-6089
DOG WALK - PET SITTING
Responsible. Professional. Sta-
pleton Resident. Semi-retired.
Daily & Vacation. Excellent care.
USAA Insured. $20 per visit
719-355-4229 Bryan
DOGGIE CARE / DOG
WALKER AVAIILABLE - Friendly,
responsible Stapleton resident
available to walk, overnight sit,
or pick up poop. Please contact
Mark at
markschwartz866@gmail.com
or 303-827-8052. 
DO YOU OWN A RENTAL?
OnCall Property Management
LLC is building relationships
through exceptional service.
Available to manage the leasing
of your home with perfection.
Stapleton owned and operated.
303-416-2200
EMERALD ISLE PAINTING INC
- Quality Interior and exterior
painting. Locally owned, reason-
able rates. Deck and fence stain-
ing. 303.322.4753 (isle) 
ELECTRICIAN - LICENSED
AND INSURED. Hi! I'm Dan
(www.dheelectric.com). Free es-
timates! Lights (outdoor & re-
cessed too), outlets, fans,
breakers, sub-panels, hot tubs,
troubleshoot, & repair, Refer-
ences, reviews!  720-276-2245
FENCE STAINING, Protect and
Enhance your wood boundaries.
Three Years experience in the
Stapleton area.  Free estimates.
Omega Fence & Deck Staining
Inc - 720.270.5101

Beer Festival

Above: Jen and Will Howard (right corner) enjoy their drinks as
they mingle in the crowd at the beer festival.

Monkey Bars Garage Storage
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www.monkeybarstorage.com
720.339.7630
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ing supple-
ment. This
late-season
application
will make up
for any iron
deficiency
and prepare
the tree for
winter dor-
mancy. 
Clifford’s

trees are tall,
handsome
and not bot-
tom heavy
so it is easy
for her to
park her car.
“My mother
taught me
how to
prune,” she
says. “Prun-
ing signals
the tree to
send energy
to the limbs
and
branches.”
An excel-

lent website
for learning
how to

prune properly is the National Arbor Day
Foundation, which includes an animated
pruning guide along with considerable infor-
mation for the home tree caretaker (www.ar-
borday.org). Additional information about
trees is available at the Colorado State Univer-
sity Extension website in a publication enti-
tled “Front Range Tree Recommendation
List”
(www.ext.
colostate.
edu ->see
Hot Topics
on the home
page). Or,
for more in-
formation
consider
consulting a
certified ar-
borist. 
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The event was intended to get neighbors outside and
moving, which it certainly did. The street was full of bikes, striders, tricycles,
rollerbladers and walkers. Most participants had a smile on their face as they en-
joyed walking, riding and mingling in the street without the concern about vehic-
ular traffic. Along the avenue were food stands, tents promoting cycling and
healthy living, a ping-pong table, a solar-cooking display, corn-hole games, a ma-

Above: Viva Streets participants moved along 23rd Avenue in many ways including
walking, biking, skate boarding and, when tired, riding in a stroller.

Sabrina
Bawcum (left)
of South
Denver and
Savannah
Berg of Park
Hill got their
faces painted
as Sponge
Bob and
Hello Kitty
by “someone
dressed up as
a clown.”

Keeping 
Denver Fit for
29 years!

All Ages & Levels
Boys Program
Birthday Parties

303-355-0080 • DARDANO’S • 2250 KEARNEY ST.

One FREE Month or FREE Leotard
With Paid 4 Week Session. Good for One Session Only.

New customers only. Must present coupon. Not valid for Team Athletes. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 12/31/2012

Fitness & Fun, All in One:

Gymnastics!

Viva Streets—Denver’s First Ciclovia

(continued from page1)

By John Babiak

Aclose
look at
trees in

local neighbor-
hoods reveals
that a number
of them are
succumbing to
some form of
stress. Healthy
stress-free trees
are properly
hydrated and
nourished both
by the soil and
by tree-specific
fertilizer. They
are free of le-
sions in their
roots and bark.
Regular prun-
ing, trunk
wraps to pro-
tect trees from
the winter’s ele-
ments, support
stakes and
ample mulch
to cover the
root ball all
help keep trees
resilient.  
Trees be-

come less tolerant and more susceptible to
ailments and microorganisms when stress in-
creases. Main contributors to stress are poor
soil that is clay-predominant and missing mi-
cronutrients. 
Jodi Clifford lives in one of the first

neighborhoods to be built in Stapleton so it
has some of the oldest trees. Most are well es-
tablished, tall, groomed and robust. Recently,
however, Clifford noticed that a silver maple
tree in her back yard was yellowing. She took
the leaves to a local nursery and was in-
formed that the tree was suffering from a
condition called chlorosis. Silver and autumn
blaze maples and aspen trees are most af-
fected and it is a result of iron deficiency in
the soil. Chlorosis is brought on by dry win-
ters that are followed by a very wet spring
and early summer. Clifford is currently ap-
plying a liquid fertilizer with iron and in the
fall she will apply a deep-root, iron-contain-

Jodi Clifford looks at the yellowing leaves on a silver maple in
her back yard and has learned it is caused by an iron deficiency
in the soil. She is treating it with an iron-containing fertilizer.
Her daughters Neve, 4, (left) and Anya, 8, check out the tree
with her.

Hours: Mon - Fri 7:30am–5pm
303-322-0212 

www.ascentfamilymedicine.com
4500 E. 9th Ave #320

Mary Catherine Husney, MD
Dr. Jonathan Zonca, MD, “Top Doc 5280”

Leslie McKenna, NP 
Emily Shupe Talley PAC 

JOIN US AT OUR 
NEW PRACTICE!

Don’t Forget to Nurture Your Trees

New Day Acupuncture
Treating:  Pain • Allergies • Stress,
Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health
Issues • Children’s Health

Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. • 720-838-7918
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy
www.acupuncture-in-denver.com
2840 Xanthia Ct., Stapleton
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gician, live music, a DJ, dancing, health screening and more.
LiveWell Colorado, a nonprofit dedicated to reducing obe-

sity in our state, and BikeDenver, an organization that pro-
motes bicycling, cosponsored the event. Piep van Heuven of
BikeDenver called the day “a huge step in bringing more cy-
cling-only events to Denver.” She estimates that 7500 people
participated. Van Heuven was particularly pleased that new
council members Mary Beth Susman, Albus Brooks and Chris
Herndon, all of whom represent portions of the route along
23rd Ave. in their respective districts, showed up and partici-

pated in the event. She hopes that will give the council the
impetus to support street closures for bike events in the future.
The organizers are looking toward next year by enticing

additional sponsors to support the event. They will look to
the various neighborhoods and this year’s participants for
comments and suggestions. Other cities, like Portland, Ore-
gon, have rolling street closures each week with art, music
and a festival atmosphere. The organizers envision the day
those kinds of pedestrian-only events become a reality in
Denver.

Above: Some creative and unusual modes of transportation added to the uniqueness of the event. 
Right: Ex-Nugget player Mark Randall lifts Maray Lindley, 5, Stapleton resident and Denver Language School student to dunk the ball.
Below right: One family rolled their ping pong table right into the middle of 23rd Avenue.

Check out the video of Viva Streets at www.FrontPorchStapleton.com

We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds • Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!
a style for every point of viewTM

Budget Blinds – custom window
coverings that fit your style 

and budget!

• Personal Style Consultants
• Thousands of samples from the best brands
• “Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

25% OFF
Home or Office 

Window Treatments
Call today for details!

303-321-4404
or visit us online at www.budgetblinds.com

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. 
Lifetime limited warranties. 

Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 9/30/11.

Looking for FEEL GOOD family FUN 

with a taste of the old west?
We are the HORSE 

PROTECTION LEAGUE,
an all-volunteer 501(c)3

organization dedicated to
the rescue, care and 
welfare of horses, 
ponies, donkeys 

and mules.

Meet the horses & tour the ranch–Saturdays 10amVolunteer Days: Wednesdays
& Saturdays, 9am–2pmOct. 7–21: ART for HORSES
fine art show & benefit. Habitat Gallery, 828 Santa FeNov. 17: Live Auction, dinner 

& benefit. Jefferson County 
Fair Grounds
Birthday parties & other
events at the ranch!

The Horse 
Protection League
17999 W 60th Ave
Golden, CO
303.216.014
www.cophl.org
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SHUTTERS $18.99 sq. ft. 
INSTALLED!

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES
303-895-8282

SAVE MONEY • SAVE ENERGY • BUILD GREEN

HUNTER DOUGLAS SPRING SALE
FREE Installation - Duette® Honeycomb Shades
25% OFF - PowerRise® 2.0 or PowerGlide® 2.0

Roman Shades & Norman Shutters
Motorized & Patio SunShades

www.flatironwindowfashions.com

JKJ Lawn Sprinkler
303-766-0775
Winter Shut Down Special – New Customers - $45

Aeration and Fertilization also available

jkjlawnsprinkler.com


