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Remembering Dearfield:  
Black History Is Colorado History

Denver dignitaries lead a crowd of nearly 30,000 people at the 2015 Martin Luther King “Marade” on Janu-
ary 19 in City Park. Improving police-community relationships was one of the issues addressed. Left to right: 

Albus Brooks, City Councilman, District 8
Anthony Grimes, Pastor
Stephanie O’Malley, Executive Director of Safety
Robert White, Chief of Denver Police
Angela Williams, State Representative, District 7
Elias Diggins, Interim Sheriff 

Michael Bennet, U.S. Senator
Michael B. Hancock, Denver Mayor
John Hickenlooper, Governor, and his son Teddy
Wellington Webb, former Denver Mayor 
Corey Gardner, U.S. Senator
Far right, unidentified

The town of Dearfield, near Wiggins, Colo., was founded in 1910 by Oliver Toussaint Jack-
son as an African-American agricultural colony and later abandoned in the 1930s during the 
Dust Bowl. Read about this almost-forgotten town on page 34. 

Legislators Face Thorny 
State Issues in 2015
By Carol Roberts

To better acquaint our 
readers with their legis-
lators, the Front Porch 

asked our area’s state senators 
and representatives to share their 
knowledge and views on some of 
the big issues this year. Colorado 
is the only state where citizens, 
rather than legislators, vote on 

taxes. Regardless of your views 
on TABOR, taxes or politics, 
we believe the information 
here will help you understand 
the complexity of setting state 
policies and providing state ser-
vices without setting taxes. We 
hope this will help you make 
an informed decision when you 
vote.        (continued on page 6)

By Madeline Schroeder

The death of unarmed 18-year-old 
African-American Michael Brown in 
Ferguson, Mo. and the decision not to 

indict white officer Darren Wilson, who shot 
him, has captured national attention. While 
the exact details of the interaction and subse-

quent events remain unclear, it is very clear the 
American public is reacting. 

The event brings to light a national concern 
that black lives matter less. Renewed conver-
sations about racial disparities occupy city 
forums, neighborhood meetings, and family 
dinner tables. (continued on page 4)

Making Police and Community OneMaking Police and Community One
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Most of the events listed below are FREE or support nonprofits.  
All are open to the public (additional events are listed on pages 20-22). 

Sponsored by Stapleton MCA

A dusting of snow covers the visitor center at Conservatory Green in mid-January, as 
Colorado enters its snowiest time of the year in February and March. 

Friday, February 6
“Give Kids a Smile.” Free dental care to children in our 
community, ages 3-15. Includes exams, X-rays, cleanings, 
fluoride treatments, oral hygiene instructions, restorative and 
emergency treatments. Presented by Lowry Family Dentistry, 
8158 E. 5th. Ave. Ste 150. Denver, 80230. Call 303-366-
3000 for more information.

Saturday, February 7
“Wild Wings: The Secret Life of Owls” at Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal* 10-11am. Learn about birds of prey. Bring 
camera. RSVP required. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_moun-
tain_arsenal/

Thursday, February 12
Active Minds Seminar “New Orleans: Biography of a City” 
6:45–7:45pm, Sam Gary Library*

Thurs., Feb. 12 & Fri., Feb 13
“Wild Valentine” at Rocky Mountain Arsenal* 11am. Ages 
3-5 and parents. Discover how adults attract a valentine. 

Saturday, February 14
Saturday Night Live for Kids. 6-9pm at the Central Park 
Rec Center* Ages 7-12. Snacks, dinner, games, pool time, 
prizes and music. Register at www.StapletonCommunity.
com or MCA office, 7350 E. 29th Ave. 

Sat., Feb. 14 to Sun., Feb 22
Wildlife viewing tours at Rocky Mountain Arsenal* 9:30-
11:30am on Saturdays and Sundays. RSVP required. 
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

Through Monday, February 17
“Whales: Giants of the Deep” at Denver Museum of Na-
ture & Science. Free with admission. www.dmns.org

Saturday, February 21
“Who’s Tracking Who?” at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal*  
1-2:30pm. Learn to identify tracks and make plaster cast 
of tracks. RSVP required. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_
mountain_arsenal/

Thursday, February 26
Active Minds Seminar “Malaysia.” 6:45–7:45pm, Sam 
Gary Library*

Saturday, February 28
“Bird-ology” at Rocky Mountain Arsenal* 10-11:30am. 
Learn birding techniques. Ages 8-12. RSVP required. 
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

Saturday, March 7
Denver Preschool Showcase- Free event to find out how 
to access tuition support and meet more than 150 quali-
ty-rated preschools in the Denver area. 9am–3pm at The 
Westin Downtown Hotel, 16th & Lawrence St.  For more 
information, visit www.dpp.org/showcase

Thursday, March 12
Active Minds Seminar 6:45–7:45pm, Sam Gary Library*

Saturday, March 21
Saturday Night Live for Kids. 6-9pm at the Central Park 
Rec Center* Ages 7-12. Snacks, dinner, games, pool 
time, prizes and music. Register at www.StapletonCommu-
nity.com or MCA office, 7350 E. 29th Ave. 

Thursday, March 26
Active Minds Seminar 6:45–7:45pm, Sam Gary Library*

Saturday, March 28
Egg Scramble 10-11:30am, The Green*

MARCH

* More information at Events@stapletoncommunity.com
Sam Gary Library: 2961 Roslyn St.
Central Park Rec Center: 9651 E. MLK Blvd. 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal: 6550 Gateway Road, Commerce 
City, CO 80022

Isabella Love Birds Gala
First Annual Benefi t Auction for
Isabella Bird Community School

Saturday, February 7th - Doors open at 6pm
Space Gallery, 400 Santa Fe Dr., Denver, 80204
Join us for dinner, cocktails, dancing and live & silent auctions! Email 
Gina Jeary at gina@touchofblissevents.com to purchase tickets or 
for more info. on how to support IBCS. Thank you to our Sponsors:
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Aquatic Guide
The Aquatics Guide will be available March 
1. This guide will be mailed directly to all 
Stapleton residents. If you do not receive one, 
you may go online to www.stapletoncom-
munity.com and access the information or 
stop by the Stapleton MCA at 7350 E. 29th 
Ave., Ste. 300 and pick up a copy. Swim team 
registration will begin March 9. Resident 
registration for all swim lessons and aquatics 
classes will begin March 23. Nonresident 
registration will begin May 6. If you have any 
questions, please contact pools@stapleton-
community.com.

Saturday Night Live…for kids only!
Mark your calendars for our winter SNL 
series for kids at Central Park Recreation 
Center. The dates have been set for Feb. 
14, March 21 and April 18. The MCA and 
Central Park Rec Center are partnering again 
to host a night of entertainment for children 
ages 7–12 at the rec center from 6–9pm. The 
event will include snacks, dinner, games, pool 
time, prizes and music. Registration is open 
online at www.stapletoncommunity.com or 
by visiting the MCA office at 7350 E. 29th 
Ave. or registering at the Central Park Rec 
Center.

Active Minds
Thursday, Feb. 12, 6:45–7:45pm
New Orleans: Biography of a City
Often referred to as the “most unique” city 
in America, New Orleans is famous for its 
cuisine, French Creole influence, jazz music 
and of course Mardi Gras! Join Active Minds 
as we explore the colorful history, culture 
and people of the “Big Easy,” including the 
unique challenges of living in a coastal city 
where nearly half the land is below sea level. 
Bring your colored beads and your jazz trum-
pet. It’s the next best thing to being there!

Thursday, Feb. 26, 6:45–7:45pm
Malaysia
With one of the strongest economies 
in Asia over the past 50 years, Malay-
sia has grown in importance in the 
region. With roots as a British colo-
nial territory, Malaysia today is home 
to an ethnically diverse population of 
about 30 million people, including a 
sizable Chinese minority. Join Active 
Minds as we explore the history of 
Malaysia, its current role in the region 
and the world, as well as recent events 
involving Malaysia Airlines flights.

Everyone is welcome. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ActiveMindsFor-
Life.com. This program is brought to 
you by the Stapleton Master Com-
munity Association. Location: Sam 
Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St.

Positions Open
The MCA is looking to fill several 
full-time and seasonal positions this 
month. The seasonal positions will 
remain open until they are filled and 
the full-time positions will remain 
open until noon on Monday, Feb. 
9. Details about the positions and 
applications are online at  
www.stapletoncommunity.com.

If you have any questions or com-
ments about the information above, 
please feel free to contact ddeeter@
stapletoncommunity.com or call the 
MCA office at 303.388.0724.

Diane Deeter
Community Director
ddeeter@stapletoncommunity.com  

STAPLETON MCA OPEN HOUSE
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25th, 4–7pm

Join us for drinks and appetizers while enjoying the music performed by our jazz trio. 
Visit our new board room and the new community room—the perfect spot for your 
meetings. Everyone is welcome! 7350 E. 29th Ave., Ste 300. stapletoncommunity.com
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Interim Sheriff Elias Diggins (far left), Denver Police Chief Robert White (middle) and District 7 State Representative Angela Williams 
(right) take their places at the beginning of the Martin Luther King “Marade” on January 19 at City Park.

In Denver, 30,000 people gathered on January 19 at City 
Park for the Martin Luther King “Marade,” one of the largest 
turnouts in the city’s history. Many wore shirts that read “Black 
Lives Matter.” 

While Denver has not experienced an event like Ferguson, 
the event sends a forlorn message to the African-American 
community of what can happen to their young men. In a 
roundtable discussion about race relations, Mayor Michael 
Hancock said he prays for his son every day. 

State Representative of District 7, Angela Williams knows 
her son has been racially profiled several times. Williams is 
pushing for police reform that includes better training and 
strengthening the current racial profiling law. 

“Tensions between police officers and minorities are a time-
less tale,” says Assistant State Historian Erin Cole. Incidents in 
which black men are killed by white officers, whether it is right 
or wrong, continually fuel distrust of the Anglo establishment, 
which law enforcement traditionally has been, she explains. 

In the 60s and 70s in Denver, there were protests against 
police brutality, not much different than the recent protests 
surrounding deaths of Trayvon Martin and Michael Brown, 
according to Cole. 

Officers today are well trained on what they can and cannot 
legally do. They almost never break the law but may push the 
limits of their power, according to Denver Police Chief Robert 
White.

“Part of my job as the chief—part of my job in policing alto-
gether—is to really raise the bar and officers’ consciousness and 
say, before you make some of these decisions that are impacting 
people in a negative way, you need to ask yourself, is it really 
necessary?”

An elementary example is a senior citizen who parks on 
a street to go to Sunday 
service. She and an officer 
across the parking lot wave 
to each other as she walks 
inside. After service, she 
returns to her car to find a 
ticket for parking too close 
to the intersection. While 
she was at fault, was this 
necessary? 

White says no. The 
senior citizen may tell her 
friends about the experi-
ence and be less inclined 
to call the police in the 
future—two strikes against 
the police. While continuing 
to educate about the law, 
White wants young cops 
to understand the culture 
he is trying to create at the 
Denver Police Department. 
He has taken the opportu-

Police-Community Relationships
(continued from page 1)

nity presented by Ferguson to look honestly at the department’s 
relationship with the community and its perception of racial 
profiling. 

“There are no guarantees that there can’t be a Ferguson in 
any city in America. What I think we can do is minimize the 
chances of that occurring and we’ve done that by the philosophy 
of understanding the police and community are one,” White 
says. 

He calls policing the trust business; winning the communi-
ty’s trust is key to their 
success. Trust begins with 
exposure. During his 
three years as chief, he has 
focused on getting officers 
involved in the commu-
nity. Denver officers work 
the same hours in the 
same areas each day and 
are required to know a 
complete profile of where 
they patrol, such as busi-
nesses and churches. 

District 11 City Councilman Chris 
Herndon says officers in his district 
are proactive community members. 

There has been a lot of national 
talk whether officers need to reflect 
the community they patrol. Should a 
black community have all black offi-
cers? Should a Latino community have 
all Latino officers? “It’s not practical, 
nor do I think it’s right,” White says. 

“To say that you have officers in a neighborhood who have an 
appreciation for the challenges, respect and understanding of 
the culture of that neighborhood, now that would be accurate. 
That’s not necessarily determined by the color of an officer’s 
skin.” 

District 511 Lieutenant Robert Wyckoff, who is white, 
previously worked in District 2 where he was regularly around 
gang members. He focused on finding similarities with the gang 
members—both have families, spend their time in the same 

community, celebrate the same 
holidays. Going into a community 
that doesn’t know or trust an officer 
makes it a lot more difficult, he 
says. “If you’re uncooperative with 
me, I’m still going to give you the 
benefit of the doubt and say ‘OK, 
you’re going to go to jail and I 
know you don’t want to wear the 
handcuffs, but I’m going to talk you 
into them right now.”

The trust goes both ways, 
though. If officers don’t trust their 

communities, they may act out of fear, which can be interpreted 
as racism, according to Dr. John Nicoletti, a national expert in 
Police and Public Safety Psychology. He has worked with the 
Denver Police Department since 1976 and been a part of several 
high profile investigations, including the Columbine High 
School and the Virginia Tech shootings.

Nicoletti says people don’t think of cops as humans who 
make mistakes. “They have families too, and they can get 
nervous,” Nicoletti says, citing the volume of threats against 
Denver officers since Ferguson. 

“...before you make some 
of these decisions that are 
impacting people in a 
negative way, you need 
to ask yourself, is it really 
necessary?”
—Police Chief Robert White
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Continued Diane Gordon Design 20

Elevation Basements 33

Three Week Kitchens, Baths in a 
Week 31

Events Anchor Center for Blind Children 23

Isabella Bird Community School 2

Financial Edward Jones 32

Thrivent Financial, Ted Kouba 18

Fitness Bladium Sports and Fitness Center 17

Jewish Community Center 25

Flooring Cross Flooring 21

Health and 
Wellness Colorado Health Foundation 7

CU Plastic Surgery 18

IMAGE Research Group 20

New Day Acupuncture 12

Home Builders New Town Builders 20

Parkwood Homes 10

Home 
Furnishings

Rare Finds Warehouse 16

Hospitals Rocky Mountain Hospital for 
Children 33

Housecleaning Number 1 House Cleaning 18

Landscape 
Architects Urban Gardens, Inc. 32

Lawyers Gama Law Firm, LLC 15

Litvak Litvak Mehrtens and 
Carlton, P.C. 25

Liquor Stores Quebec Liquors 32

Medical 
Doctors Advanced Pediatric Associates 12

Allergy & Asthma Care and 
Prevention Center 16

Colorado Institute for Maternal & 
Fetal Health 9

Comprehensive Pain Specialists 18

Denver Dermatology 30

Foothills Urogynecology, PC 29

Med-Fit, PLLC- Weight Loss 
Specialist 36

Mental Health Center of Denver 11

Mountain Spine & Pain Physicians 35

New West Physicians / Ascent 
Family Medicine 24

Rose Medical Center 29

Sapphire Pediatrics 34

St Joseph Hospital - Certified 
Nurse-Midwives 5

Stapleton Pediatrics 23

Stapleton Women's Health, PC 33

The Reid Clinic 12

Museum History Colorado Center 18

Music Lessons Swallow Hill Music Association 35

Opticians Stapleton Family Eye Center 24

Painting Ciechanowicz Painting 33

Pets Denver Dumb Friends League 14

Happy Dog Daycare 16

Photography Photographer Katy Tartakoff 15

Plumbers Blue Sky Plumbing & Heating 22

Pre-Schools/
Childcare

KidsTown Drop-In Child Care 
Center 29

Real Estate Distinctive Properties 36

Jim DeCesaro, Weichert Realtors 24

Kim Davis @ Re/Max of Cherry 
Creek Inc 13

Kim Kouba, Perry & Co 21

Marcy Eastman / RE/MAX of 
Cherry Creek 23

New Perspective Real Estate, LLC 6

RE/MAX Momentum Stapleton 30

The Kearns Team, RE/MAX of 
Cherry Creek 15

Wolfe & Epperson Real Estate 17

Restaurants Delectable Egg 25

The Berkshire 8

The Grubbery by Wystone's 10

The Table Top, LLC 31

Schools International School of Denver 27

Monarch Montessori Charter & 
First Steps at Monarch Montessori 27

Sports Colorado Rapids Youth Soccer 
Club 21

Window 
Coverings Budget Blinds 23

Rocky Mountain Shutters 35

Service 
Directory & 
Classifieds

Service Directory & Classifieds 33

City Councilmen Chris Herndon, District 11, (left) and Al-
bus Brooks, District 8, (right) attended the MLK “Marade” 
in City Park. Like many in the crowd, Brooks wore a 
“Black Lives Matter” T-shirt, as part of the movement that 
began after the grand jury declined to indict Ferguson, 
Mo. officer for shooting and killing unarmed African-Afri-
can teenager Michael Brown.
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Saint Joseph Hospital’s certified nurse-midwives offer personalized 
care, outstanding outcomes and a wide range of pregnancy care 
options for expecting families. At the new Saint Joseph Hospital, 
which was designed for mother and baby care, families can take 
full advantage of the nurse-midwife approach to childbirth. 

Personalized Care Backed by Denver’s Top Baby Experts
Nurse-midwives at Saint Joseph Hospital offer:

•   Emotional, physical and spiritual support for mom and baby 
throughout pregnancy and childbirth.

•   Some of Colorado’s lowest C-section and preterm labor rates.
•   Access to board certified doctors and top specialists.
•   Centering PregnancyTM groups. All the amenities and 

experience of Saint Joseph Hospital, Colorado’s top baby 
hospital.

Two Convenient Locations in Stapleton and Uptown
•  2807 Roslyn Street in Stapleton
•  1960 Ogden Street, Suite 320 in Uptown

Call 303-318-2620 to learn more or to schedule  
an appointment.

Certified Nurse-Midwives at 
the New Saint Joseph Hospital

A personalized nurse-midwife 
experience at Denver’s 
newest baby hospital.

    

saintjosephdenver.org/midwife

DO YOUR PART. 
ORDER YOUR GREEN CART TODAY.

To find out if service is available at your home, to sign-up for 
service, or to just learn more about the program visit 
DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles or call 311 (720-913-1311)

The compost expansion is only available in portions of Park Hill and Stapleton. 
Not all Denver Solid Waste Management customers are eligible for service in 2015. 
Denver Composts is a fee-based service.

bh

Did you know that more than 50% of what 
Denver residents throw in the trash could be 

composted and kept out of the landfill?

Denver Composts is Expanding in 
parts of Stapleton and Park Hill.

Share your comments at  
FrontPorchStapleton.com

Often, encounters between 
an officer and a citizen are 
fused with adrenaline. One is in 
control and the other is “being 
punished,” according to Steve 
Charbonneau, executive direc-
tor of Find Solutions.

Find Solutions is a pri-
vate mediation company that 
contracts with police depart-
ments in Denver, Boulder, and 
Douglas counties, as well as 
Aurora and Colorado Springs. 
They receive the majority of 
citizen complaints filed to 
the Department of Internal 
Affairs, including discourteous, 
unprofessional, failure-to-com-
municate, and racial profiling 
complaints. They average 200 
complaints a year. Denver is 
one of few U.S. cities that use a 
mediation service for com-
plaints against officers. 

The officer and citizen meet 
with a professional mediator 
and discuss what happened 
and how each party felt. After 
removing the adrenaline of 
the initial encounter, officers 
and citizens are able to discuss 
the incident civilly and see the 
other side. Officers learn how they’re being 
perceived from the racial profiling perspective 
and the community member learns there is a 
lot more involved than their race or gender. 

“Whether you’re the officer or the commu-
nity member, those [complaints] are largely 
based upon perception by either of the parties 
and so it’s most helpful for people to sit down 
and talk about that,” Charbonneau says. 
Officers are significantly less likely to have 
complaints against them for the same reason 
after doing mediation.

To hold officers accountable and provide 
better evidence in situations like that in Fergu-
son, the Denver Police Department is currently 
seeking funds to purchase body cameras. Some 
research suggests body cameras decrease the 
number of complaints against officers and 

decrease the use of force by officers. 
When officers do make mistakes, they need 

to have the courage to admit it, according to 
Lieutenant Wyckoff. “We need to get out in 
front of the story before it takes on a life of its 
own. So many “negative” stories can be pre-
vented by courageous leaders who admit to the 
mistakes we sometimes make. The overwhelm-
ing majority of contact our Denver officers 
have with the public is positive in nature, but if 
we screw up, we admit to it, involve the com-
munity by listening and understanding, correct 
the problem through discipline and training, 
and we move forward.” 

Right, participants began at 
the MLK statue in City Park and 
marched to the State Capitol. 
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Presented by Joelle Laura Friday

2834 Clinton Way | $420,000

2119 Finished Sq. Ft. This 3 bed, 3.5 bath home is 

settled on a charming courtyard, went Under Contract 

in 2 days.

Presented by Jody DonleyComing soon 2842 Fulton St
3575 Finished Sq. Ft. This 5 bed, 4 bath home boasts a 

newly fi nished basement offering a fi replace & wet bar 

and meaningful updates throughout.

Ready for Something New?

*  Representing buyers & sellers. Square feet  numbers indicate fi nished space. 

Presented by Melinda Howlett

7999 E Stoll Ave | $560,000

2445 Finished Sq. Ft.  Almost brand new, this 3 bed 

plus loft, 2.5 bath home is super energy effi cient and 

fi nished superbly.

Presented by Joelle Laura Friday

2724 Galena St | $554,000
2639 Finished Sq. Ft. This rare 4 bed plus loft, 2.5 bath 
home offers a charming front porch, mud room and 
great walkability to trails & the New Flightline Center.

MARKET SNAPSHOT

Available Homes for sale: 35

35 Under Contract and 259

sold in last 6 months

Average sold to list price: 98.4%

Average Days on Market: 47

Metrolist as of 1/16/15 single family & condo

New Perspective Real Estate
10515 East 40th Avenue | Unit 113
Denver Colorado 80239

303-394-4526
www.NPREco.com

Get comfortable.

Low inventory & low rates — 
If you are thinking of selling, 
it’s time to get ready to move!
Jody E. Donley*^

Jaryd Takushi*^
Melinda S. Howlett̂
Susan Y. Ingle
Danelle Morgan 
Laura T. Hudgins^ 
Tiffany Burke
Megan Elaine Farina
Janis Carey
Joelle Laura Friday
*5280 Magazine’s Five Star Agent
^Realtor of Excellence Award Recipient

Legislators Face Thorny State Issues in 2015

State Senator Pat Steadman (D) 
represents District 3, which includes 
Montclair, Mayfair, Hale and Lowry.

(continued from page 1)

TABOR and TAX POLICY
Rep. Lois Court talks about the difficulty of 

serving in the only state in the country where 
the people elected to govern don’t have the 
power to tax. Under the Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
(TABOR), passed in 1992, all new taxes must 
be approved by the voters. 

Further, TABOR re-
stricts the amount of taxes 
the state can keep based 
on a formula that includes 
population, prior revenue 
and inflation. Even though 
the economy is doing well 
now, the state’s revenue 
can only increase incre-
mentally based on prior 
levels. 

Court (a community 
college civics professor) 
pulls out a little (3” x 5”), 
38-page red booklet that is 
a copy of the U.S. Consti-
tution and cites article 4, 
section 4, which guaran-
tees a republican (repre-
sentative) form of government. She believes 
TABOR violates the constitution by taking 
away the right of our elected officials to provide 
services, “because if you can’t tax, you can’t pro-
vide services.” Court points out that the Boston 
Tea Party in 1773 was about “taxation without 
representation,” and calls TABOR “represen-
tation without taxation.” Sen. Pat Steadman 
says of TABOR’s impact, “People’s vote for an 
elected representative doesn’t really elect people 
that have the power that most voters think their 
legislators have.”

Is TABOR unconstitutional?
Based on this denial of the power to tax, a 

group of current and former elected representa-
tives, including Lois Court, have filed a lawsuit, 
Kerr v. Hickenlooper, that TABOR is unconsti-
tutional. As this article was being written, the 
plaintiffs were awaiting a decision on whether 
the U.S. Supreme Court would take this case. 
The 10th Circuit Court of Appeals determined 
the plaintiffs have standing to bring the case 
and it could proceed and be tried in federal 
court. That ruling is being appealed to the U.S. 

Supreme Court. If they take the case, it would 
be to consider the lower court’s decision on 
standing to sue. The actual merits of whether 
TABOR violates the U.S. Constitution aren’t 
part of this step. If the Supreme Court upholds 

the prior ruling or they 
don’t take the case, the 
lawsuit will proceed and 
TABOR will go to trial in 
federal district court.

But for now, TABOR 
stands and our legislators 
are looking for ways to 
fund the needs of the 
state without access to 
all the tax revenue being 
created by a booming 
economy.

TABOR is an extreme-
ly complicated amend-
ment that few people 
(including some legis-
lators) fully understand. 
But Rep. Court points out 
that there are three main 

points that voters should know about TABOR. 
1) All taxes must be determined by a vote of the 
people. 2) If revenue exceeds the TABOR limits 
it must be refunded. 3) The state can only keep 
the revenue above the TABOR limit if there is a 
general vote in favor of keeping it.

Economic Forecast:  
The 3-5 Year Impact of TABOR

“Do we leave this alone long term and if we 
do, what’s going to happen?” asks Court. “The 
economic forecasts estimate that within three 
to five years, we will have money in the general 
fund for only K-12, corrections and Medicaid 
because of all the money we’ll be giving back. 
That is zero for higher education, zero out of 
the general fund for transportation, zero for 
social services, zero for disabled people. That is 
the economic forecast if status quo is main-
tained. We’ll fall off this cliff. It is because of 
the crashing together of the factors in the con-
stitution like Amendment 23 (school funding), 
TABOR, existing expenditures, existing tax 
policies of many kinds. This is not absolute, but 
the estimate is that’s where we’re headed.”

The legislature is discussing what future 
actions may be necessary to address the pro-
jected impact of TABOR on the state’s general 
fund, but it appears unlikely that any signifi-
cant change to TABOR will be proposed this 
session.

However there is an imminent TABOR-re-
lated issue that, one way or another, will get 
addressed in 2015.

Another vote coming on marijuana taxes 
There is some little known or understood 

language in TABOR that affects the first year 
of a new tax in a different way than all later 
years. Because of that clause, the currently 
estimated (and likely to increase) $58.7 million 
in marijuana taxes collected during the first 
full fiscal year would have to be returned unless 
voters specifically approve 
letting the state keep that 
tax revenue. 

Sen. Steadman is 
working on a ballot 
measure that he and other 
legislators believe reflects 
the voters’ intentions at 
the time the marijuana tax 
was approved—and trying 
to prevent those intentions 
from being sidelined by 
the complicated language 
of TABOR.

Steadman says, “I think 
voters have made their 
wishes on this very clear. 
They passed Amendment 64 
(legalizing personal use of 
marijuana). They approved 
Proposition AA (taxes on 
retail sales of marijuana). We’re going back to 
them and saying, ‘TABOR has some technical-
ities that are tripping us up this first year. We 
need you to vote again that you really meant 
it when you said you wanted it taxed and you 
wanted the taxes to be spent on issues arising 
because of marijuana legalization.”

Steadman further explains that proposition 
AA (on marijuana taxes) contained a provision 
that marijuana tax money, after the first year, 
was exempt from TABOR limits. “No matter 

how much marijuana taxes grow, they will never 
contribute to TABOR refunds because the voters 
gave the approval, in all years after the first year, for 
all marijuana revenues to be retained and spent.” 

The November ballot measure will ask voters 
if they want the first year’s marijuana tax revenue 
to be kept and spent by the state—and it will say 
how the legislature proposes to spend it. If it does 
not pass, the money will be refunded and the 
mechanism for refunds will be determined by the 
legislature.

The final wording of the ballot measure is still 
under discussion, but Steadman says he personally 
thinks $40 million (the number voters saw when 
voting for Amendment 64) should be put into the 
school construction fund. The balance, some $20 
million, should be allocated similar to how marijua-
na taxes were allocated last year: law enforcement 

and regulatory enforcement, 
youth education and preven-
tion efforts, and substance 
abuse treatment services. 

Setting tax policy without 
setting taxes

Steadman and Court talked 
about how the legislature does 
set tax policy for Colorado, 
even without the ability to set 
taxes. The legislature makes 
decisions about what will 
not be taxed—what amount 
of potential tax revenue the 
state will forego to encourage 
certain outcomes. “We have 
over $2 billion worth of tax 
exemptions and tax credits on 
the books,” says Court. “Are 

they all valuable? Are they all giving the citizens 
something in return for revenue not collected?” 

If tax exemptions and tax credits were to be 
done on a large enough scale it could prevent the 
state from reaching the TABOR limits. Steadman 
raises the question, “Should we be doing something 
different to not exceed the TABOR limits?”  

One area that would be significantly impacted 
by exceeding the TABOR limits is transportation 
funding. “In any year in which we owe a TABOR 
refund that’s less than 3% of total general fund 
appropriations, scheduled transfers to the highway 

State Rep. Lois Court (D) represents 
District 6, which includes all of Lowry, 
E. Montclair, Montclair and Mayfair.
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An official
Assistance Site

Beat the February 15th  
Rush for Health Insurance.
You can afford health insurance. Protect your family by ensuring you can get 
them the health care they need, when they need it. 
This year, all Americans are required to have health insurance or pay a fine. Get something 
for your money by signing up for a low- or no-cost plan today.  

FREE HELP is available in your county to assist you in choosing the plan 
that’s right for you before the February 15th deadline.

(303) 468-3228
Stapleton Foundation 
7350 E. 29th Avenue, Suite 204  
Denver, CO 80238 

(720) 317-3753
Hiawatha Davis Recreation Center
3334 Holly Street 
Denver, CO 80207
Contact: Ty Crawford  

(720) 987-5592
Moorhead Recreation Center
2390 Havana Street  
Aurora, CO 80010
Contact: Cindy Barajas

(720) 317-3802
Central Park Recreation Center
9651 E. Martin Luther King Blvd.  
Denver, CO 80238
Contact: Shyretta Hudnall

Call the be well Health and Wellness Initiative to Make an Appointment 
for FREE Enrollment Assistance:

Colorado lacks the data needed to identify 
racial disparities

“First we have to admit what has occurred 
here in Colorado—then how do we address 
that?” asks Rep. Angela Williams. 

But Williams, Rep. Beth McCann and Sena-
tor Mike Johnston acknowledge the 
difficulty of that task because there 
is currently no data available to 
determine how much racial profiling 
is happening and where. 

There is no data by race or eth-
nicity on police stops and arrests or 
who gets charged, convicted or pa-
roled. Nor is there ethnicity data for 
officers or victims when police shoot 
or get shot. Johnston says, “We can’t 
get easy data on this in Colorado to 
even know if there is a problem.” 

All three legislators agree it’s 
within the purview of the state to 
require municipalities to track such 
data, but McCann points out, “The 
issue is always financing because it 
would require staff to collect data 
at the local level.” She adds that 
municipalities ask, “Are you going 
to fund us if we have to do this at a 

local level?”
Johnston says, together 

with civil rights leaders and 
community activists, he and 
other legislators are looking 
at a proposal to evaluate 
what the racial disparities 
are. 

Williams says although 
we have a statute that 
prohibits racial profiling by 
police officers, “It’s pretty 
vague. I believe it can be 
improved and be more 
directive on what police can 
and can’t do.”

Police training and commu-
nity programs

Williams believes 
the state could mandate 
additional police training 

programs that are proactive rath-
er than reactive, that would im-
prove the relationship between 
the police and the communities 
they serve. She points out 
that many other fields require 
continuing training to maintain 
certification.

McCann agrees that addi-
tional training for police would 
be beneficial and cites the crisis 
intervention training already 
being used by some police forces 
that teaches officers how to 
de-escalate a tense situation.

Johnston says he’s working 
on creating an incentive grant 
program for jurisdictions that 
want to do more proactive com-
munity based policing as a way 
to build an established trust.

Making multiple DUIs a felony
Senator Johnston and Rep. McCann are both 

working with a Republican counterpart on a 
bipartisan bill that would make multiple DUIs a 
felony rather than just multiple misdemeanors. 
The proposed harsher charge is combined with 
more support and intervention to prevent future 
offenses. Johnston says Colorado is one of only 
two states that doesn’t have a higher penalty after 

multiple DUIs— “You can 
get 6, 7, 10, 15 DUIs and 
never face a felony charge 
and never face any serious 
jail time.”

This bill will say the 
third DUI in 7 years can 
still be a misdemeanor if 
there are no aggravating fac-
tors, like an accident or very 
high blood alcohol, which 
would make it a felony. And 
if you get four over a life-
time, you would be subject 
to a felony.

One of the reasons a 
similar bill didn’t pass last 
year was cost. More felony 
charges would mean more 
people go to jail. To help 
people not drive drunk and 
therefore not get a felony 

and go to jail, this bill, 
after two DUIs, would 
require that people 
get an “interlock” 
breathilizer device  on 
their car. The offender 
would pay $40/month 
for the device and 
must keep it for three 
years.

McCann says 
judges have limited 
penalties for misde-
meanors, even when 
there are multiple 
ones. “Judges would 
like a broader array of 
options. I hope it will 
act as a deterrent if 
someone knows that if 

they do it again, they’re going to have a felony 
record.”

“We’re not simply saying throw the book 
at them,” says Johnston, “nor are we saying let 
people drive drunk as long as they want. We’re 
saying let’s be mindful of how we can be both 
firm and support what science tells us about 
interventions and treatments to find a way to 
reduce people’s likelihood of using alcohol and 
driving.”

Keeping children out of the justice system
Rep. McCann is proposing a bill that, after 

a low level offense by a minor, would give law 
enforcement the ability to form a contract with 
the child and the parents. The contract would 
require things like staying in school, not getting 
into additional trouble, and maybe doing 
community service. But they are never actually 
charged with a crime, so if they complete the 
contract there is nothing on their record. Cur-
rently in some jursidictions (including Denver), 
says McCann, there has to be a charge before a 
kid can be put into diverson. “I’m very hopeful 
this will help keep many of our young people 
out of the criminal justice system at an earlier 
stage.”

INNOVATIVE FUNDING
Senator Johnston says he’s really excit-

ed about what he calls the Pay for Success 
Program. “It’s an innovative way to try to 

Legislators Face Thorny State Issues in 2015

State Rep. Beth McCann (D) represents 
District 8, which includes all of Park 
Hill from Locust to Colorado Blvd., 
Hale, East Colfax, and two precincts 
in Stapleton just north of Montview 
and east of Central Park Blvd.

State Senator Mike Johnston (D) 
represents District 33, which includes 
Stapleton and Park Hill.

construction fund are reduced by 50%. If the 
TABOR refund is more than 3% of general 
fund appropriations, then those highway fund 
transfers are eliminated,” says Steadman.

But he points out that polls have consistent-
ly shown that voters would choose refunds over 
highway funding. 
“Supporters of 
increased highway 
funding are trying 
to figure out what 
can be done in 
terms of tax policy 
and other ways of 
dealing with TA-
BOR issues that 
don’t go to voters 
but that eliminate 
the refunds and 
allow them to 
get the highway 
funds.”

“Should we 
have tax credits 
benefitting low in-
come and middle 
income families? 
Should we have 
tax credits for economic development that look 
more like corporate welfare?” asks Steadman.

He says legislators are “surveying the land-
scape to determine what options might be via-
ble…Republicans say they want to pay TABOR 
refunds. Wiggling our way out of refunds by 
doing special interest tax credits probably isn’t 
going to be the magic ticket…There are many 
options and it’s really not clear which path 
forward we’re going to take.”

JUSTICE SYSTEM
Our legislators are participating in conver-

sations similar to those now happening all over 
the country in the area of police reform and 
fairness in the justice system. Another justice 
system issue is whether Colorado should con-
tinue its policy of keeping DUIs a misdemeanor 
after multiple offenses—or if multiple DUIs 
should be a felony? A third issue is keeping 
minors out of the justice system.

State Representative Angela Williams 
(D) represents District 7, which in-
cludes all but two Stapleton precincts 
and Park Hill from Quebec to Mona-
co (south to Montview).

(continued on page 33)



February 2015 									         8								           Stapleton Front Porch

7352 E. 29th Ave. p: 303.321.4010

BERKSHIRE
TheBERKSHIRE
The

I ♥ The Berk!

Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
at The Berk!
Celebrate Valentine’s Day 
at The Berk! 
Prix fixe menu:  
$90 per couple,  
both receive a  
complimentary  
glass of champagne.
Menu will be available on our  
website, please call the restaurant for reservations.

Daily Berk Specials: Daily Berk Specials: 
Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Mussel Madness Monday

Ladies Night

1/2 price bottles of wine* 
*Excludes reserve list

Tasting Thursday–Select wine 
or beer pairings with special menu item

Chef ’s Selection

Bottomless Mimosas  
Until 2:30pm

Bottomless Mimosas and 
Fish & Chips! Mimosas until 
2:30pm, Fish and Chips start at 2:30pm

W i l l i a m  
Matthews

Trespassing

Denver Art Museum
through May 17

A retrospective with works from throughout  
Matthews’ career, curated by Thomas Smith

By Carol Roberts

Best known for his watercolor 
images of cowboys, William 
Matthews got his start in 1970 

doing record album covers. But he says 
he quickly got burned out on that and 
moved to Denver in 1972. In 1983 he 
was invited to attend the cowboy poetry 
gathering in Nevada. “They were great 
guys. They invited me to come visit 
them—so I started painting them.” 
The cowboys he has painted over the 
years have become friends—and now he 
knows many of their parents, their kids, 
and their grandkids.

Matthews is effusive in his love for 
watercolor. Growing up in San Fran-
cisco, his mother was a portrait paint-

er who took him to many museums. 
Although his mother used oils, Matthews 
says early on the watercolors he saw “were 
electric to me. I remember making a 
conscious decision when I was about 12 
years old that that was what I wanted to 
do.” Painting was a distraction from his 
education, he admits, and he dropped out 
early and never went to college.

“Most people are drawn to oils,” 
Matthews says. “I like the fragility of 
watercolor, the floating nature of it, the 
transparency of it. You have to know what 
you’re doing, otherwise you’ll screw it up. 
It takes a certain amount of confidence—
and I paint with it for ten hours a day, ev-
ery day. It’s the only way to really own it. 
Most oil paintings, the surface just doesn’t 

excite me. Whereas the surface of 
water colors really gets me.”

Why is the exhibit called Trespass-
ing? “I’ve always thought of myself 
as an outsider,” says Matthews, “and 
being in some ways a journalist and 
not being of the group. It’s symbolic 
of the way I’ve visited these ranches. 
I’m always aware of who belongs and 
who does not belong.”

In recent years Matthews has de-
veloped an interest in old industrial 
buildings. “I’ve loved these buildings 
for so long,” he says. Matthews will 
have a show of industrial building 
paintings with his son Austin Mat-
thews at his studio in the RiNo art 
district in  March. 

William Matthews started his career in 1970 doing record album covers that had hand lettering. Returning to that aspect of his 
early work, he is again adding hand lettering to some of his pieces.

Hard Candy (1995) shows Matthews’ friend Martin, from 
Montana, who was trying to quit smoking, so he pulled 
out a Tootsie Roll Pop every time he wanted a cigarette.
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Get to Know Dr. Christine Conageski  
Christine Conageski completed her undergraduate work at 
Case Western Reserve University and trained at University 
of Cincinnati and University of Colorado. She lives in Park 
Hill and enjoys swimming.

Pregnancy is a special time in your life. At University OB, our close-knit group of physicians 
specializes in obstetrics and gynecology. We each take time to meet you during your 
pregnancy, so you’ll have a familiar face by your side when it comes time to deliver.

Ask for any of us by name when you call to schedule an appointment.

Dr. Sarah Appleton  •  Dr. Christine Conageski  •  Dr. Maryam Guiahi 
Dr. Jennifer Holmes  •  Dr. Jane Limmer  •  Dr. Stephen Rotholz

We have two locations to serve you:
 » University of Colorado Hospital, Anschutz Outpatient Pavilion

 » University Internal Medicine & Specialty Care, Lowry

720-848-4265

University of Colorado Hospital  •  Children’s Hospital Colorado  •  University of Colorado School of Medicine

Experienced, personalized care for  
this extraordinary time in your life.

Obstetrics

Obstetrics

Heading Up French Glen (1992) shows Matthews’ use of blank space, with the color of the paper giving the impression of a hillside.

Golden Section, #19 (2011) is part of a series that depicts a grain 
warehouse on a ranch in northeastern Nevada.

The 35 paint-
ings in this 
collage are 
about brand-
ings. “There 
are a lot of ele-
ments that go 
into a brand-
ing,” says 
Matthews, 
“so I wanted 
to do some-
thing that was 
collage-like, 
puzzle-like, 
cinematic, and 
something that 
had a sense of 
order to it be-
cause the thing 
about brand-
ings is there’s 
a structure but 
then anything 
can become 
disorderly.”



February 2015 									         10								           Stapleton Front Porch

The Shenandoah Collection
of Single Family Homes

The Beacon Hill Collection 
of Luxury Townhomes

in a baby
carriage

Baby
then comes
Marriage
then comes
LOVE

first comes

A Wild Smile - Jesse Witfoff, DDS   
720-945-1234 

2975 Roslyn St • www.awildsmile.com
Introducing our new associate Dr. Namrata Hardy

We now do Laser Dentistry—no shots or drill needed!

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

*see restaurant for details

By Rebecca Loy

Colorado has been hit hard by the 
flu epidemic sweeping the country 
this winter. According to the 

Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE), nearly 2,400 
Coloradans have been hospitalized with 
the flu this year, the highest number since 
the state began tracking flu statistics in 
2004. 

“In our office, the majority of the flu 
cases we have seen have been an influenza 
A strain,” Dr. Mike Simones, a pediatri-
cian with Partners in Pediatrics, wrote in 
an email. “The H3N2 virus can be more 
virulent and cause more significant illness 
in some people.”

That was certainly the case for the 
Downham family.

“The flu is horrible and it hangs on,” 
Melissa Downham said, noting that her 
4-year-old daughter, who tested positive for 
influenza A, was actively ill and feverish for 
about three days, but sluggish for more than 
a week. “She was hoarse with a cough for 
three weeks.”

Downham’s husband also contracted the flu. “They felt awful. 
Keith missed two days of work, which he has never done in the 11 
years we’ve been married.”

The Downhams are one of many local families felled by the flu.
“We all had the flu,” said Stapleton resident Anna Bangert, add-

ing that the illness—characterized by a fever, aches and a persistent 
cough—struck her, her husband and all four of their children, ages 
7, 6, 4, and 9 months. The flu lasted three to five days in the kids, 
but stuck around longer for her and her husband, most likely because 
they were acting as caretakers, unable to adequately rest and recover, 
she said.

With so many kids getting sick, the flu has been spreading in 
local schools, with some harder hit than others. McAuliffe Interna-

tional School had nearly 150 absent at one point this fall. 
“School nurses did elevate concerns regarding student absences 

at several schools,” according to a statement from Denver Public 
Schools. But “in most cases, the rates were typical of flu season.” 
The winter break seemed to help slow the flu’s spread, DPS added, 
noting that in January, “reported student absenteeism rates are down 
compared to the period before the break.”

Westerly Creek Elementary School has been one of the schools 
with a more “typical” flu outbreak. The school has seen “a lot of 
strep, flu and a stomach bug,” said health paraprofessional Lauren 
Goodwin. But despite being a similar size to McAuliffe, with more 
than 700 students, Westerly Creek hasn’t been hit as hard with the 
flu. “Our parents are really great about keeping kids at home when 
they’re sick,” Goodwin said. 

Children who contract the flu should stay 
home until they are fever-free for at least 24 
hours, pursuant to CDC guidelines.

Dr. Simones said the best protection against 
the flu is prevention. “The CDC urges most 
everybody 6 months of age and older to get a 
yearly influenza vaccine. … Even if you still get 
the flu, the vaccine may help you become less ill 
and recover faster.”

When asked why she chose to get a flu shot, 
resident Gabby Vargas-Benson said “peace of 
mind.” What began as a requirement for her job 
continued as a good habit, she said. “I have not 
had the flu in over a decade.”

Dr. Simones noted that the vaccine helps 
protect against three to four strains of flu. Unfor-
tunately, this year’s dominant H3N2 strain is a 
poor match for the annual flu vaccine. That helps 

explain why even many vaccinated families, like the Bangerts, have been 
getting sick.

Vulnerable populations have been hit especially hard. In long-term 
care facilities in Colorado, there have been 94 outbreaks, according to the 
CDPHE. That’s nearly double the number of outbreaks in more typical 
years. For every outbreak in those facilities, 33 percent of residents will 
present with flu-like symptoms, 14 percent will be hospitalized, and 6 
percent will die. 

Along with the elderly, children under age 5 and pregnant women are 
high-risk groups, most likely to get seriously ill. A study published in the 
January issue of Obstetrics and Gynecology found that of pregnant women 
who were hospitalized as critically ill with the flu, 25 percent died. 

“Pregnant women are more likely than their non-pregnant counter-
parts to have severe symptoms associated with the flu virus,” said Dr. 
Katie Rustici of Stapleton OB/GYN, noting that a severe flu can induce 
preterm labor and delivery.

“Any woman who is pregnant during flu season should get a flu 
vaccine,” Dr. Rustici emphasized, noting that the vaccine is safe during 
pregnancy. “Vaccination has two beneficial effects in a pregnant woman: 
it protects the patient herself from getting the flu and it provides passive 
antibodies through the placenta to protect the baby, which is important 
after delivery since babies are also a high-risk population and too young 
to receive the vaccine themselves until they are 6 months old.”

Both Dr. Simones and Dr. Rustici stressed that basic prevention, like 
hand washing and avoiding those who are actively ill with the flu, can 
help curtail its spread. They also emphasized that anyone who suspects 
that they might have the flu should call their doctor as soon as possible 
for treatment.

“It always a good idea to consult with your doctor,” Dr. Simones said. 

The Flu: Young, Elderly and Pregnant  
Most Likely to Get Seriously Ill

AwArd winning BAsement remodeling 
Basement Finish • New Construction 

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling • Licensed and Insured
FREE Diane Gordon Design Plan Set

Jim Baudinat - 720.276.7704
www.BestBuildersDenver.com

with signed contract on basement

All six members of the Bangert family got 
the flu during the holiday break.  
L to R: Henry, Hank,6, holding Hadley, 
9 months, Anna, holding Holden, 4, and 
Alex, 7.
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One in five people face some kind of mental illness. That means someone you know likely needs help. 
The good news is you can. By donating your time, voice or financial support to the Mental Health 
Center of Denver, you can help those dealing with mental illness lead happier, more productive lives. 
Together, we can create a stronger community for all of us. Learn more at MHCD.org/community.

EVERYONE CAN BE AFFECTED. ANYONE CAN HELP.

MHC431-087_SFP_PrintAd_10_34x6_5_PROD.indd   1 11/11/14   3:11 PM

Stanley Marketplace: Five Business Owners Tell Why They Want To Be There

Stanley Marketplace, which will open 
its doors later this year, expects to have 
a total of 35-40 tenants and currently 

has letters of interest from 75 businesses. 
They anticipate four full-service restaurants 
(three lunch and dinner, one breakfast) and 
likely some quick-service options. 

The former headquarters for Stanley Avi-
ation, which produced military plane ejector 
seats, has over 100,000 square feet of inte-
rior space and 22 acres of land that extends 
across Westerly Creek, offering creekside 
views for outdoor eating areas and events. It 
is located at 2501 Dallas St. in Aurora.

The Stanley owners have now an-
nounced five retailers, in addition to Kevin 
Taylor’s Stanley Beer Hall: Kindness Yoga, 
Tootsies the Nail Shoppe, Kismet, Wax and 
Endorphin.

Kindness Yoga offers a dozen different 
styles of yoga, as well as acupuncture and 
massage, in the Hilltop, Cherry Creek, 
South Broadway and Capitol Hill neigh-
borhoods. Owners Patrick Harrington and 
wife, Cameron Dabney, decided to open a 
fifth studio in the Stanley Marketplace to 
join with other “like-minded businesses.” 

“Mark [Shaker] approached us because 
he was looking for an independent yoga stu-
dio,” said Harrington. “He has a compelling 
vision for the Stanley. When I met him, we 
fell into a ‘bromance.’ The tenants will be 
synergistic together. We are all about doing 
life in a life-affirming way and we’ll attract 
clients who feel the same way.”

Kindness will occupy 4,000 square feet 
of the building, divided into three studios. 
“We’ll sublet one of the studios to Enshin 
Karate for kids and share locker room 
space with Endorphin Fitness,” Harrington 
said. See kindnesscollective.com or call 
303.388.3000. 

Tootsies the Nail Shoppe, first 
opened in 2006, offers pedicures, manicures 
and waxing services in the Highlands neigh-
borhood and the South Pearl Street business 
district. Owner Castle Searcy said she was 

inspired to move into the Stanley building 
“because I love the building itself and I 
love its aviation history. I grew up going 
to Stapleton airport and my mom was a 

flight attendant. This 1950s building was 
an ejector-seat factory and it still has that 
industrial feel. It’s so much better to use it 
rather than tearing it down.”

Searcy, a graphic and interior design-
er, plans to carry the atmosphere of her 
existing salons into the new space. “We 
have an Art Deco/old New York/‘Break-
fast at Tiffany’s’ theme, with teal walls and 
pressed tin panels. The 1,000-square-foot 
Stanley space is larger than our other 
locations, but it will still have the intimate 
feel where our clients get to know each 
other. It’s like a barber shop for women.” 
See tootsiesnailshoppe.com.

Kismet offers clothing, jewelry, hand-
bags and other accessories at their nine-
year-old Highlands location, as well as 
in Lowry and Southglenn. Owner Shana 
Colbin Dunn said she chose Stanley 

Marketplace for its focus on small Denver 
businesses: “It’s so community-oriented. I 
love my co-tenants, businesses that want to 
do more with the world. The whole concept

is where I’m headed as a company. It has a 
homemade, local, high-quality feel.”

Colbin Dunn also appreciates the space: 
“I love recycling the building. When you 
walk in, you can feel it. The space is unique, 
not pre-fab. The developers will keep the 
good parts intact. It preserves a piece of 
Denver history. It’s a great place to bring our 
‘happy’ look.” See kismetaccessories.com. 

Wax. Owner Tawnya Hutchinson started 
the business in her Stapleton home in 2007. 
She moved to Larimer Square in 2014 and 
now offers waxing and skin care services for 
men and women. “Expanding to the Stanley 
Marketplace is an opportunity to come back 
to the neighborhood,” said Hutchinson. 
“I wasn’t looking in Stapleton but it was 
serendipitous. After talking to Mark about 
his vision, I realized this is important for 
our community. The larger developers don’t 

consider the little people in their plans. 
But Mark and his partners are fluid 
and open to ideas from the businesses 
and neighborhood residents. They ask, 
listen and make it happen.” 

At 600–800 square feet, Hutchin-
son’s new Stanley space is larger than 
the current salon (about 400 square 
feet). “We’ll have more treatment 
rooms,” she said. “We plan to keep 
our Urban/Retro/Mad Men style, with 
a blend of masculine and feminine 
elements. The barn doors and wood 
paneling are installed by my boyfriend. 
We put our love into it. It’s our love 
story.” See www.waxdenver.com or call 
720.550.6673.

Endorphin offers indoor cycling, 
boxing, yoga, kinesis and fitness classes 
at City Park, Lowry, Park Hill, East 
Colfax, Broadway and Wheat Ridge lo-
cations. Proprietor Chris Lindley start-
ed the business in 2007. “We have been 
looking at locations in the Stapleton 
area for the past year. When we learned 
about Stanley we immediately knew 
we had found our new space,” Lindley 
said. “The developers and tenants are 
all individuals we want to be associated 
with: independent owners and oper-
ators working together to provide the 
best goods and services we can to our 
customers.”

Lindley said the new Stanley space, 
slightly bigger than his other loca-
tions, will allow more diversity in class 
offerings. “Everything about the space 
excites us, from the history to the 
redevelopment. It is easy to get to, and 
you have everything you need all in one 
location.” See myendorphin.com or call 
303.993.4041. 

Retailer interviews by Laurie Dunklee

Endorphin got a jump 
start at Stanley, offering 
classes there this past fall.
Photo courtesy of Stanley Aviation. 

Share your comments at  
FrontPorchStapleton.com
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We’re In Your Neighborhood!
Central Park Professional Condominiums

2373 Central Park Boulevard, #202
Denver, Colorado  80238

Compassionate Care for Infants, Children & Teens
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New Day Acupuncture
Treating:  Pain • Allergies • Stress,
Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health
Issues • Children’s Health

Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. • 720-838-7918
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy
www.acupuncture-in-denver.com
2840 Xanthia Ct., Stapleton

By Madeline Schroeder 

“Is the ginger pickled?” one girl said, eyeing the pink slices. 
“Oh! It’s spicier than I remember,” another girl exclaimed 
after eating a teaspoon of Sriracha. “This seaweed is 

amazing,” a third girl said many times while munching away. 
The room was full of chatter as students tried an array of Jap-

anese treats and ingredients—seaweed, fish eggs, Oshinko pickles, 
cucumbers, and “crab” (a girl said with air quotes to indicate it’s 
imitation). 

At one point, they took out their iPhones and filmed a 
student’s reaction to tasting a Japanese candy—a bizarre flavor 
that resembles sweet at the beginning, but turns sour and almost 
earthy. The trash can was purposely placed nearby. 

On this recent day at Bill Roberts K-8, Chef Maggie O’Toole 
welcomed questions and experimented along with the students. 

She then demonstrated how to make sushi 
and students set off to make their own.

The culinary world is no longer limited 
to adults—there is a wave of young kids 
who are eating and cooking sophisticated 
foods.

O’Toole, owner of the culinary compa-
ny Foodfest, teaches weekly cooking classes 
for kids ages 3–14. She teaches the younger 
students out of her Stapleton home where she converted a spacious 
mudroom into a workstation. 

Through the Wellness Department of Denver Public Schools, she 
received a $1,500 grant for kitchen tops, knives and other equipment 
to teach after school at Bill Roberts. The group is currently made up 
of 14 girls. They are beginning their second session.

“The boys play basketball instead, but they’ll figure out later this 
is how you get the ladies,” one explained.

“They’re so mature you almost forget how young they are. 
They’ve travelled to Mexico and Hawaii and are so thoughtful about 
the way they talk about life,” O’Toole says. She and the students 
interact like good friends—laughing, talking about their days, and 
speaking professionally about cooking techniques. 

Several students in the Bill Roberts group say they like to experi-
ment at home with different recipes they either learn in class or eat at 
a restaurant. Shows like MasterChef Junior have made chefs the new 
celebrities; part of the reason cooking is more popular among kids, 
O’Toole says.

O’Toole says her 8-year-old son doesn’t want to go to school 
when he’s missed an episode because other students will reveal what 
happened.

As part of the middle-school chef class, students participate in 
a competition similar to MasterChef Junior. They get a variety of 
ingredients and have one hour to make whatever they want. Teach-
er-judges taste anonymous plates and decide the winner. In the last 
competition, the winning dish was a Greek salad with quinoa, feta, 

A New Generation  
of Young Chefs

Be Beautiful for The Special Day
$100 OFF FOR BRIDES. Bring in 
members of your wedding party and each will 
receive $20 toward products or service.

The Reid Clinic on the Rose campus

4545 E 9th Ave Ste 200, Denver 80220

303–320–55 16

Please join us for an open house March 4th  
at 2:30pm. RSVP for $50 off of services.

The Reid Clinic on the Rose campus
4545 E 9th Ave Ste 200, Denver 80220

303–320–55 16
thereidclinic-myskincare.com

Botox        |        Fillers        |        Rhinoplasty        |        Eyelid Surgery        |        Chemical Peels        |        Medical Skincare Products

Buy one 16 week (5mL) Latisse treatment  
& receive a FREE 10 week treatment (3mL)
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Watch a video at 
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cucumber, tomato and lemon juice. 
In all of her classes, O’Toole aims to expose kids to different fla-

vors. “I tell them you can’t say ‘yuck’ in cooking, so they say ‘not for 
me.’ But they all have to taste everything and explain what their taste 
buds are telling them.” In a previous session, her preschoolers tried 
different types of pickles. 

As a child, O’Toole didn’t get to experience food the way kids do 
now. She grew up in Poland until she was 10. Her parents worked 
full-time so cooking was not a priority or even possible most of the 
time. She remembers her mom putting beef scalopini in the toaster 
oven and serving it unseasoned. “This is just … not edible,” she said 
as a child. At age 12, she took over the cooking in the household.

But she never considered food for a career. 
At 23, she worked at an accounting firm and remembers sitting 

at her desk reading recipes in The New York Times. A recipe for 
tortilla soup called for a tomatillo. Tomatillo? What is a tomatillo? I 

must find this. Come to find out, the green tomato 
is available at almost any grocery store. She laughs 
thinking her young chefs already know that. 

She wandered around the city, dreaming of her 
next meal. Finally, after years of fighting the urge 
for more food in her life, she decided to go with 
her gut and moved to Chicago to attend Kendall 
Culinary Arts. 

After bouncing around different jobs, she’s 
landed the happiest point in her career. “I love my 
job. It’s way better than other food industry jobs, 
and especially because it’s with kids.”

After having her two boys, she began a revolt 
against kids’ menus. While mac and cheese and peanut butter and 

jelly have their place, kids don’t need a separate 
menu, she says. 

O’Toole has found kids are actually very 
adventurous when it comes to food. She cites a 
first-grader who had never tried garlic and ate a 
whole clove at once. “Is that rocking your world 
right now?” she asked her, and laughs remember-
ing her surprised look. 

“Even kids who come from not-so-fancy eat-
ing habits are inclined to try new things.” She also 
offers adult classes and hosts birthday or dinner 
parties where she demonstrates how to cook a 
meal. For more information, contact Maggie 

O’Toole at 303.847.1523 or magdalenaotoole@yahoo.com.

Far left: Chef Maggie 
O’Toole’s cooking class 
for preschoolers is full of 
laughter. Theo Sam sticks 
out his tongue while Kelsey 
Vitek and Taylor Young eye 
Chef Maggie. 

Middle: Kierra Spilborghs 
encourages her brother, 
Tatum, as he places a 
dough cut-out into a muffin 
tin for mini chicken pot pies. 

Left: At her after-school 
program at Bill Roberts K-8, 
O’Toole answers a young 
chef’s question about pre-
paring sushi. 

Below: Chef O’Toole demon-
strates how to roll sushi. 
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Welcome to the Oscar column, as I review 
all of the films nominated for Best Picture at 
this year’s Academy Awards ceremony on Feb. 
22. Get out and see some great films! 

Boyhood
We’ve all seen films where the main char-

acter grows during the course of the film. The 
character is portrayed by different actors at 
points along the growth curve, and the result 
is usually unsatisfying and too self-aware. 
Then there is Boyhood; Boyhood is real. Filmed 
over the course of ten years, Richard Linklater 
re-visited the same actors year after year and 
wrote the script based on the lives of his real 
subjects. Shooting for just a few days each 
year, Linklater captures magic in a bottle, 
otherwise known as “growing up.” There are 
no too-pretty people here: parents fight and 
divorce, people make poor decisions, and the 
ending might be the most perfect ending in 
the history of cinema. Be sure to have the 
tissues handy. If you can only see one film 
from this list, Boyhood is your film. 

Birdman
A highly stylized film that 

borders on the experimental 
with a heavy dose of reflexivity, 
self-criticism, and metadiscourse 
on art. Sounds great, doesn’t it? 

Don’t let the academic 
description fool you: this is 
a wonderful film that is both 

mesmerizing on an intellectual level and rewarding 
on an emotional level. We have an expert director, 
a seasoned and well-toned cast, and enough 
surprises that place you in that uncomfortable 
position between laughter and repulsion: a beauti-
ful interstices. The plot: an aging former super-he-
ro film actor stages a Broadway play (based on a 
Raymond Carver short story) that may serve as his 
ticket back to notoriety. Can he pull it off? The 
odds are against him, not to mention the theater 
critic and everyone else he encounters. But life 
stops for no one, and art not only stops for no one, 
it eats them. Michael Keaton is brilliant as the pro-
tagonist, the conscience of the film, and the entire 
package is a joy to behold. If you can see two films 
from this list, Birdman is the second. 

American Sniper
The story of the U.S. military’s most prolific 

sniper is one told with bold strokes, much like the 
subject of the film, Chris Kyle. Bradley Cooper, 
buffed up and bearded into the part, establishes 
himself as one of the best American actors as he 
transforms into Kyle. A simple man who chose 
to serve his country after attacks on American 

embassies abroad, Kyle was nicknamed “The 
Legend” and revered by everyone around him. 
The film has the requisite amount of action and it 
balances that action with quieter family moments. 
At times, however, the pace is rushed and we don’t 
get to know the characters beyond sound bites and 
the height of their most emotional conversations. 
There is also a “stagey” feel to the film that can 
detract from its mission, but the sum total works 
and the film is perfectly satisfying. Cooper is a 
bona fide actor, not just a “star.”

Whiplash
The title refers not only to the jazz standard 

by Hank Levy, it also refers to the feeling you get 
from watching the film. Rare it is that you sit on 
the edge of your seat for an entire film and feel 
agitated from fade in to fade out. This “small” film 
about a young jazz drummer under the tutelage 
of a brutal and domineering teacher is a breath 
of fresh air and a whirlwind of a film. The real 
treat here is J.K. Simmons as the teacher—he 
commands the audience’s attention and respect as 
much as his character commands the respect of 
his students. When Simmons is on screen, we, the 
audience ARE the students—attentive, emotional, 
respectful, and quaking in our boots. There has 
been some blowback from jazz musicians that the 
film gets the music wrong and gets jazz history 
wrong, but the film delivers as a film, on every lev-
el. Look for Simmons to grab the Best Supporting 
Actor in a runaway. 

Selma
Selma, much like its subject Martin Luther 

King Jr., carries a heavy burden: it must tell a 
chapter of the famed man’s life, it must do so 
faithfully and thoroughly, it must get the history 
and the characterizations right, it must be true to 
the Civil Rights movement, and it must make the 

legend into a living, breath-
ing, human being all at the 
same time. And oh yeah, it’s 
a movie. Unfortunately, the 
film doesn’t live up to that 
burden: it captures the mag-
nificence of King at times, 
but too often it gets bogged 
down in dour dialogue and 
saps the energy from itself. 
For a film about one of the 
greatest Americans of all 
time, it tends to be visually 

stagnant and stylistically confused. Yet for all its 
faults, the film succeeds in giving us a lesson in 
one of the more important events in recent history. 
And that is reason enough to see this film. 

The Grand Budapest Hotel
If you like Wes Anderson, you will love this 

film; if you have no idea who Wes Anderson is, 
you may love this film even more. Well written, 
superbly directly, expertly acted, stylistically engag-
ing, and directed by the hand of a master, this film 
has the perfect mix of professionalism and down-
right goofiness that could drive an upset. With a 
standout performance from Ralph Fiennes and a 
serious undercurrent of Nazism below the standard 
Anderson sheen, it is a visual feast and mouthful 
of a film. Granted, Anderson may be an acquired 
taste, but if you have that taste, take a big gulp. 

The Theory of Everything
The story of Steven Hawking is a very good 

film with a ridiculously wonderful lead perfor-
mance by Eddie Redmayne as the great scientist. 
The film covers about 30 years in the life of 
Hawking, from awkward young student through 
his physical decline due to motor neuron disease. 
Along the way, Redmayne transforms into Hawk-
ing until we are left wondering who it is we are 
watching. There are other positives to the film—
such as the use of the color, but mostly it is the 
mesmerizing performance of Redmayne in the lead 
role. It would not be a surprise to see Redmayne 
hoisting the Academy Award on Oscar night. 

My choice: Boyhood. (But if you’re filling out 
an Oscar pool, you should know that I rarely pick 
the winner!) 

Scene from Boyhood
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By Nancy Burkhart

After operating the 29th Avenue Animal 
Hospital for almost 10 years, veterinarian 
Michele Smith, DVN, decided the time was 

right to move and expand. In December, after a year 
of planning and construction, she opened her new 
location on Montview (just east of DSST: Staple-
ton) with a new name—the Stapleton Veterinary 
Hospital. The practice has three veterinarians who 
care for dogs, cats and “pocket pets” such as guinea 
pigs, rabbits, mice and gerbils.

“There are separate dog and cat waiting areas 
and separate dog and cat rooms. We also have 
separate dog and cat hospitalization,” Smith said. 
“We have an enclosed exercise yard to walk pets 
and keep them safe while recovering from surgeries 
or procedures. We have an isolation ward where 
infectious patients can come in and not expose any 

of the other patients. We have a comfort room to 
use when we have to talk about quality of life and 
end-of-life situations.”

The new facility can accommodate full surgery 
and critical care for pets that have been hit by cars 
or suddenly become extremely ill, as well as well-
ness care. While the 
Stapleton Veterinary 
Hospital can provide 
urgent care, patients 
are not boarded 
there. If a pet’s 
condition requires 
overnight hospital-
ization, Smith gives 
a 24-hour facility 
referral. When well 
pets need to be boarded, Smith refers them to 

Digstown, the nearby doggie day care that she uses 
for her own pets.

“We do wellness treatment as primary care, 
take X-rays and take care of pets’ vaccines. We 
also take care of their surgeries when they’re sick,” 
Smith said. “It’s kind of like a town doctor. My 

days are different every 
day.”

Smith also is a Certi-
fied Veterinary Acupunc-
turist. She is a Colorado 
State University graduate 
and did her veterinarian 
internship at the Alameda 
East Veterinary Hospital 
in Denver.

Smith, her husband, 
Greg, and their daughter, Kamdyn, have lived in 

Stapleton since 2003. Kamdyn, 11, attends the 
Denver School of the Arts. Greg works at the 
United Training Center.

“I can’t go to the grocery store without 
running into someone I know. I never expected 
to be a small-town veterinarian here. But, if you 
think of rural communities, Stapleton really has 
that small-town feel.”

The Smith house also includes two dogs—a 
Jack Russell terrier named Bonnie and a Cavalier 
King Charles called Freddie—and a 13-year-old 
domestic shorthair rescue cat named Minnie. 
They also have three horses.

The Stapleton Veterinary Hospital, located at 
8601 Montview Blvd., is open from 7am to 7pm 
Mon. through Sat., and is closed on Sundays. 
To make an appointment, call 303.394.3937 or 
visit www.stapletonvets.com. 

New Animal Hospital  
Offers Expanded Services

Michele Smith 
holds her dog 
Bonnie in the 
reception area of 
her new modern 
design animal 
hospital on 
Montview Blvd. 
in Stapleton.
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By Laurie Dunklee

Greenways at Stapleton, a 108-unit 
apartment complex for people age 
55+, opened Dec. 4 after several 

months of construction delays. Located along 
Martin Luther King Blvd. across from the 
tower, Greenways is drawing residents from 
out-of-state as well as nearby neighborhoods.

“I get at least one inquiry a week from 

someone wanting to move to Stapleton to be 
close to their kids and grandkids,” said devel-
oper Charlie Johnson of WC Johnson, LLC.

Units range from 560 to 1,200 square 
feet and rent for $850 to $1,800 per month. 
One- and two-bedroom units are available. 
Amenities include full kitchens, in-unit 
washers and dryers, an exercise facility and 

a café. Twenty-five apartments are rented so 
far and new applications are coming in every 
week, according to Jerry Wilmer, the commu-
nity manager. Greenways is the first mar-
ket-rate, age-restricted complex in Stapleton. 

Arnold Young, 80, and wife, Eileen Young, 
81, were the first residents of Greenways, 
moving in the first week of December. They 
moved from Lawrenceville, N.J., to be near 

their middle 
daughter, son-
in-law and two 
granddaugh-
ters, ages 8 and 
11, in Staple-
ton. “We had 
thought we’d 
buy a condo 
but the idea of 
maintaining it 
was unappeal-
ing,” said Ar-
nold Young, a 
retired ophthal-
mologist. “Also 
everything we 
looked at was 

far away from the family. Here we’re just three 
blocks away.” 

Young said they appreciate the proximity of 
shopping and restaurants, as well as the trails 
for bikes. “I was an avid cyclist in New Jersey 
and I look forward to getting out when the 
weather warms up. This is a friendly place for 
bicycles.” 

The complex, slated to open in the summer 
of 2014, faced months of construction delays. 
“I thought we’d have it built by last June,” said 
John Thode of Horizon, builders of the com-
plex. “Delays were caused by Denver’s busy 
construction market. It just wasn’t possible 
to get the labor needed to meet our original 
target date.”

Wilmer said the delay caused a few people 
to drop their pre-leases and move elsewhere. 
“A few people had sold their houses and had 
to move right away. But for the most part, we 

retained just about everybody.” 
When the construction was nearing comple-

tion, builders and managers held an informational 
meeting for prospective residents to ask questions 
and see a slideshow of the floor plans and finished 
areas.

J.P. Young of Park Hill was gathering informa-
tion about Greenways for his 90-year-old moth-
er-in-law in Colorado Springs. “We’d like her to 
move closer so this is the perfect opportunity,” he 
said. “She’s been in her home for 30 years, so it’s a 
bit hard for her. But Stapleton is attractive and this 

Left: Community 
Manager Jerry 
Wilmer stands in the 
community room at 
the Greenways at 
Stapleton, a com-
plex for people 55 
and older.

Right: Eileen and 
Arnold Young enjoy 
the views to the 
north and east from 
their new apartment. 
The Youngs were 
the first residents 
to move in at the 
Greenways. 

Below right: Jerry 
Wilmer demon-
strates some of the 
equipment in the 
building’s exercise 
facility.

Daycare, boarding, swimming, training & bath service

www.happydogdenver.com • 303-331-1364
3939 Newport St, Denver, CO 80207

Daycare starting at $9/day, boarding starting at $22/night

Arrival: New Container from India
Get in here to pick your rare find! 

6500 Stapleton Dr. S., Denver 80216
M–S 10am–5pm | Sun 12pm–4pm

Hand-Picked Custom-Built Home 
Furnishings from Around the World

Rustic  Reclaimed  Vintage  Industrial

www.rare-finds.com
303.990.9311

New Apartments for Ages 55+
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is a good transition.”
Thode answered questions about accessibility 

features, security and fire safety. 
He said three units in the building are fully 

handicap accessible, with 
roll-in showers, lower coun-
tertops, grab bars installed 
at the toilets and other 
features.

“All 108 units in the 
building have to meet Fair 
Housing standards for 
accessibility,” Thode con-
tinued. “The requirements 
cause all units to have larger 
bathrooms, wider doorways 
and larger kitchens than 
in the past. Most of their 
guidelines address access 
to bathroom facilities and 
kitchen appliances. Also 100 percent of building 
common areas must be accessible.” 

Security systems include key fob access, one 
public entrance with a buzz-in, and remote-only 
garage doors. Sprinkler heads and smoke detectors 

We want kids to love life. Soccer just  
happens to be part of it.

Join anytime!

Bladium Sports & Fitness Club
2400 Central Park Blvd Denver, CO 80238

Fitness Fact:
Exercise Gives You Energy!

Trade in Your Fatigue  
for Energy!

When you exercise, endorphins are released into your 
bloodstream to give you energy. Improve your strength 
and stamina by exercising regularly.

Sign up for more energy now by
calling a Membership Coordinator  
at (303) 320-3033 to schedule a tour!
Bladium Sports & Fitness Club 
2400 Central Park Blvd. 
denvermemberships@bladium.com

bladiumdenver.com/lil-kickers 
(303) 320-3033

DenverLK@Bladium.com

w w w . b l a d i u m d e n v e r . c o m

Child-centered
Comprehensive
Non-competitive

Creative

Lil’ Kickers

  Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson  
303.886.6606  |  www.wolfe-epperson.com

Selling Stapleton since take-off! 

9899 E 28th Ave - Stapleton

Under Contract 
$597,500

Listed in December

Happy February
from Wolfe & Epperson

2606 Tamarac St
Sale Pending

Buyer 
Representative

2534 Krameria St
$350,000
SOLD

WE Have Homes Coming Soon in 2015!
Contact us today if you need assistance Buying or Selling in 2015! 

7754 E 28th Ave
$575,000
SOLD

8955 E 49th Pl
Buyer Representative

SOLD

2351 Alton St - Stapleton

SOLD
Buyer Representative 

Contact Us for More Information

2254 Leyden - Park Hill

Sale Pending-5 days
$645,000 

Listed in December

are installed throughout. 
A woman expressed concern about fitting 

the possessions from her 3,000-square-foot 
house into her new 1,060-square-foot apart-
ment. “I’m a knitter with cabinets full of 
yarn,” she said. Presenters advised her to rent 
underground storage available as an option 
(an additional $55–$65 per month).

Wilmer said he plans to offer group 
activities based on residents’ interests. “We’ll 
offer classes in cooking and writing, whatever 
they want. We’ll have discussion groups on 
various topics and a book club. We’ll have 
outings and bus tours to places like Coors 
Brewery and the like. We want our residents 
to keep active, keep their minds active and 
interested. Many are already quite physi-
cally active, including skiers, bicyclists and 
joggers.”

David Davis moved into Greenways from 
Detroit, Mich., to be near his grandchildren. 
“My son and daughter-in-law have lived in 
Stapleton for about four years and have two 
children, the youngest 2 months old,” he 
said. “It’s about 12 minutes from the new 
apartment to their house by bike, so it’s very 
convenient. I like Stapleton because it’s so 
walkable and bikeable.” 

A memory care/assisted living facility 
under separate ownership is planned for con-

struction across the street. Groundbreaking 
for that facility is planned for this summer.

Greenways is located at 8133 E. 29th 
Place. For more information, visit www.gre-
enways-stapleton.com or call 303.388.1670.
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Join us in February for our new exhibit!

•	 Preschool Story Time  
February 4, 9:30-10am 
Come in early and stay all day! This month’s 
theme is “shapes.” 

•	 Be There or Be Square: A Date with ‘68 
February 16, 9am-4pm 
Winter Day Camp - Reservations Required 

Developed by the Minnesota History Center, in partnership with the Atlanta History 
Center, the Chicago History Museum and the Oakland Museum of California.

*Free admission for 
children	five	years	

old and younger

ON EXHIBIT   February 7 – May 10

(Flower) 
Children Free*

1200 Broadway | Denver, CO | 80203
HistoryColoradoCenter.org

27714  R3-14

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836

I can help you bring clarity to your financial 
picture by focusing on what’s important to you. 
Together, we’ll create a financial strategy that 
reflects your goals—and your values—to help 
you live the life you want.

Let’s get started today so you can look to the 
future with confidence. 

Is your financial picture clear?

Thrivent Financial representatives are licensed insurance 
agents/producers of Thrivent Financial, the marketing 
name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, 
WI. They are also registered representatives of Thrivent 
Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave S., 
Minneapolis, MN 55415. For additional important 
information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

Ted Kouba, MBA 
Financial Associate

5280 Associates
501 S. Cherry St. 

Suite 490 
Denver, CO 80246

303-730-1951 
Cell: 303-941-3894

LEARN MORE AND BOOK TODAY WITH CU PLASTIC SURGERY. 
(303) 724-8700 or www.cuplasticsurgery.com

It is time to  
    love yourself
Treat yourself this Valentine’s Day at  
CU Plastic Surgery*. 
•  Free consultations for Coolsculpting®, a non-invasive  

body contouring procedure that eliminates stubborn  
body fat.

•  Revitalize with one Juvederm® syringe and get  
one FREE.

•  Get free Latisse® eyelash solution with the purchase  
of an Obagi® Transformation Kit. 

*Advertised specials are valid February and March 2015.

Tired of  Pain?
• Personalized treatment plans
• Pain management support group
• Minimally invasive pain treatment  
• Committment to your well-being
• Compassionate, cutting-edge care

Daniel Feldman, MD is a double  
board-certified pain specialist with  
certifications in Anesthesiology and  
interventional pain management.

303-469-3182    •    www.comprehensivepainspecialists.com

In Business
for 19 Years HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Window Washing • Carpet Cleaning • Bonded
& Insured • Offices/Apts./Homes • Park Hill Resident • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690 or 303-719-2456

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
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www.MargieWilliamsDDS.com      •     303-945-2699

2979 N. Iola St. Denver CO 80238
Our office was designed and built from the 
ground up with every patient comfort and 

convenience in mind

Early morning, 
late afternoon & Friday 
appointments available.

Massage chairs & streaming
music in every room.
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What’s the biggest natural hazard 
in Colorado? Hint: It’s not tor-
nados, wildfires or floods. 

It’s avalanches. These snowy debris flows 
can crush 18-wheelers, whisk away houses 
and trees like tumbleweeds, and generally 
wreak havoc on anything in their path.

First, the bad news: Injuries and deaths 
from such avalanches have increased nation-
wide, and Colorado leads the nation in such 
incidents—by a large margin. Most of the 
victims are backcountry skiers, boarders and 
snowmobilers.

The good news? Millions of us travel 
through and under well-worn Colorado 
avalanche paths every year. And in nearly 25 
years, none of us have been killed as a result. 

In part, this is because most of us enter 
and leave avalanche danger zones while 
driving on Colorado highways. And, the 
highways are relatively safe because they and 
our snow are studied and maintained by a 
team of snow scientists, engineers and, for 
lack of a better word, snow-wranglers.

Together with our unique weather, our 
snowpack’s idiosyncrasies are key to under-
standing our avalanche hazards. Winter’s 
coldest storms tend to deposit layers of light, 
fluffy snow. In contrast, during warmer 
or windier storms, heavier snow layers are 
deposited. Alternation of these conditions 
leads to a snowpack that’s layered like 
tiramisu. Planes of weakness exist between 
the snowpack’s layers that permit football-
field-sized slabs of snow to slide downhill. 
This typically happens when a strong, dense 
layer of snow forms above a horizon of weak 
sugary snow. Loose snow avalanches can also 
occur, most commonly in powdery spring 
snowpacks when the snow cascades downhill 
like sand rumbling down a dune.

For an avalanche to form, a bunch of 

snow has to build up on a relatively steep 
slope, and an instability or weakness in the 
snow has to be triggered. Triggers can include 
high winds, addition of lots of new snow, rain 
atop snow, rapid warming of a snowpack, and 
human perturbations.

Back in the day, railways, roads and 
waterways were often blocked by avalanches. 
Sometimes towns were even destroyed, like 
when half the town of Twin Lakes (south of 
Leadville) was flattened by a 1962 avalanche 
that sloughed off Mt. Elbert.

From the 1950s onward, Colorado’s 
highway department has worked to keep roads 
open. The earliest efforts involved closing 
roads and using a surplus WWII howitzer to 
shoot at cornices and the tops of snowy slopes 
to dislodge imminent avalanches. Then they’d 
clear the snow away and reopen the road. 

The watershed moment in Colorado ava-
lanche control occurred decades later—on a 
highway between Ouray and Durango. There, 
the road is crisscrossed by as many as eight 
avalanche slide paths per mile. On March 5, 
1992, Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion (CDOT) plow-driver Eddie Imel was 
out clearing the road of snow and was killed 
in an avalanche. He was the third plow driver 
killed along that stretch. The incident caused 
Ouray residents and CDOT to soul-search 
and reassess.

From that incident was born a partnership 
between CDOT and the Colorado Avalanche 
Information Center (CAIC). For decades the 
CAIC team had been measuring, testing, pre-
dicting and educating about avalanches. The 
public, including many backcountry enthusi-
asts, used such data to stay safe. After the 1992 
Imel incident, CDOT began hiring CAIC to 
forecast avalanche risks for motorists and its 
workers. Since then there hasn’t been a single 
highway avalanche death—even in the snowy 

gauntlet of the San Juan Mountains.
But how do they prevent these giant 

snowy landslides? They don’t. They blow ’em 
up. From helicopters, from howitzers, by can-
non and by hand, explosives are detonated at 
the tops of known avalanche paths to cajole 
them downhill. Often this occurs in the wee 
hours, when the highways and slopes can be 
closed and cleared before most folks roll out 
of bed.

Colorado uses more explosives for ava-
lanche mitigation than any other state. We 
even use more explosives on snow than for 
any other purpose, including mining, con-
struction, and oil-well perforation.

What about the future? Winter Parkers 
and Berthoud Passers are about to glimpse it. 
Above the slide-prone U.S. 40, CDOT will 
soon install a new type of mountaintop ava-
lanche prevention system, which uses blasts 

Just the Facts

  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Colorado: The national  
avalanche epicenter 

by James Hagadorn

of compressed air to regularly destabilize 
the snowpack in problem areas. By regular-
ly triggering many mini-avalanches, they’re 
hoping to prevent avalanche-prone areas 
from building up thick sheets of snow. The 
idea is to improve worker, driver and skier 
safety all in one swoop, while minimizing 
the need to haul around howitzers and 
drop turkey-shaped bombs out of helicop-
ters. 

So next time we’re creeping through 
the Idaho Springs or Eisenhower-Johnson 
bottlenecks, perhaps we ought to imagine 
what the good ol’ days were like—when 
the roads were often impassible, not to 
mention quite dangerous. 

James Hagadorn, Ph.D., is a scientist at 
the Denver Museum of Nature & Science. 
Suggestions and comments welcome at 
jwhagadorn@dmns.org.

An aerial view of the 2008 “West Riverside” avalanche path across Highway 550 
in the San Juan Mountains, Colo. Photo by avalanche forecaster Jerry Roberts.
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LOCAL EVEN T  Listings

DISCLAIMER: The Front Porch obtains event infor-
mation through websites and press releases and can-
not guarantee that events will occur as listed. Please 
use contact information to check for updates.

For more events, search our online event database 
Also submit your event at FrontPorchStapleton.com > Events

Prices, features, speci�cations and other terms and conditions are subject to change without notice.  *Estimated monthly savings of Zero Energy home with a HERS
of (-1) versus a Typical Resale home with a HERS of 130.  Based on standard operating condition.  Promulgated by the residential Energy Services Network (RESNET).

CASTLE ROCK

CASTLEWOOD RANCH - 303.500.3255
Single Family Homes from the mid $500’s
Ranch Plans on One Acre, Walk to School 
7001 Weaver Circle, Castle Rock

WHEAT RIDGE

PERRIN’S ROW - 303.722.2096
Contemporary Rowhomes from the $200’s
Trendy New Neighborhoold near Highlands
3794 Depew Street, Wheat Ridge

STAPLETON - Conservatory Green
THE Z.E.N. COLLECTION - 303.665.6100
Zero Energy Homes from the mid $400’s
7909 E. Stoll Place, Denver

THE SOLARIS COLLECTION - 720.941.0359
Zero Energy Ready Homes from the mid $400’s
4950 Uinta Street, Denver

CENTRAL PARK ROWS - 720.949.1696
Contemporary Rowhomes from the $200’s
4951 Valentia Street, Denver

2013 GRAND WINNER
HOUSING INNOVATION AWARD

newtownbuilders.com

GRAND WINNER
HOUSING INNOVATION AWARD

What would you do with
$300 in your pocket

every month?

Ten years in a

New Town Builders

Z.E.N. home means

$36,000 saved

in energy bills!

Finely crafted and

energy-saving - at

a price you can a�ord.

That’s The Power of Zero!

Solaris Collection - Stapleton

Z.E.N. = Zero Energy NowZ.E.N. = Zero Energy Now

Z.E.N. Collection - Stapleton Conservatory Green Rows - Stapleton

What
$

Is your body changing without your consent? Interested in starting
an exercise program? Curious about how hormones may play a role?

We are looking for healthy women who are
between the ages of 20 and 60 years and:
• Have regular menstrual cycles
• Are not currently using hormonal contraceptives
• Are willing to have estrogen levels suppressed for

up to 6 months using and FDA-approved drug

For more information about Women’s Health Research contact Kim:
Phone: 720-848-6399
Email: Kimberly.Harner@ucdenver.edu
www.medschool.ucdenver.edu/image
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus
COMIRB Protocols. #06-0512; #12-1157; Principal Investigator: Wendy Kohrt, PhD

Benefits for Study volunteers include:
• Measurement of body composition & bone density
• Fitness testing
• Personalized and supervised exercise program
• Compensation will be provided for your time

(up to $900)

University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus
Women’s Health ResearchWomen’s Health Research

DENVER METRO EVENTS
Through 2/16—Southwest Rink at Skyline Park. 
FREE ice skating in downtown Denver; bring 
skates or rent: $2/pair. www.downtownden-
ver.com

2/4 to 2/15—19th Annual Denver Jewish Film Fes-
tival. Mizel Arts and Cultural Center, 5-10pm. 
Titles, times and prices: http://maccjcc.org/
film-festival

2/5 to 2/7—Colorado All State Choir Festival. 
500 of finest Colorado high school singers 
showcased in a Men’s Choir, Women’s Choir 
and Mixed Choir led by three of finest U.S. 
choral conductors. Bellco Theater, Colorado 
Convention Center. $12-$15. www.aschoir.
com

2/6 Friday—First Friday Art Walks. Santa Fe Arts 
District, Tennyson Art Walk, River North(Ri-
No) Art District, Golden Triangle Museum, 
Navajo Street Art District. www.denver.org/
things-to-do/denver-arts-culture/denver-art-dis-
tricts

2/6 to 2/8—Monster Jam. Pepsi Center. Tickets: 
$20-$50; kids 2-12 $10. All tickets +$2 
day of show. www.monsterjam.com, www.
pepsicenter.com

2/6 to 3/27—Black Sheep Fridays at Museum of 
Contemporary Art Denver. Fridays, 6-8pm in 
MCA Café. www.mcadenver.org

2/7 Saturday—Victorian Tea at Four Mile Historic 
Park. 1-3pm. With genealogy presentation 
by Denver Public Library genealogists. $25 
members/$30 nonmembers. 715 S. Forest 
St. www.fourmilepark.org

2/7 to 2/15—Colorado Garden and Home Show. 
Colorado Convention Center, Downtown 
Denver. Flowering gardens, 1,400+ booths, 
spring landscaping, patio/outdoor projects. 
Tickets: $12 $10 at King Soopers; kids 12/
under free. www.coloradogardenfoundation.
org

2/7 Saturday—American Diabetes Association Expo. 
Health screenings, cooking demos, 70+ ven-
dors. FREE. 9am-4pm. Colorado Convention 

Center, 14th and Curtis. www.denvercon-
vention.com/events, www.diabetes.org

2/15 to 3/6—Scholastic Art Awards. Showcase 
of award-winning artwork from Colorado 
7th–12th-graders. Free with admission. 
History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway. 
www.historycoloradocenter.org

2/15 Sunday—To Jack, with Love. The Denver 
Brass with Hot Tomatoes. 2:30pm. Request 
seats in the dancing section! Newman 
Center for the Performing Arts. Tickets from 
$22; child, student and senior discounts 
available. http://www.denverbrass.org

2/20 Friday—The Art of the Dance: Tango. 
7:30pm. Boettcher Concert Hall. www.
coloradosymphony.org

2/20 to 3/1—Denver Restaurant Week. 200+ 
restaurants offer multicourse meals for mile-
high price $52.80 for 2; tax/tip not includ-
ed. www.denverrestaurantweek.com

2/21 Saturday—How the West Was Sung. Central 

City Opera with Molly Brown House; 1pm and 
3pm. $15 adults, $10 children ages 6 and up. 
www.mollybrown.org

2/21 to 2/22—Ballet Ariel Presents The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice and Other Dances. Cleo Parker Robin-
son Theatre, 119 Park Avenue West. $20/
adults, $18 seniors/students, $15 kids. 
303.945.4388, www.balletariel.org

2/21 to 3/1—Colorado Crossroads Volleyball Tour-
nament. Saturdays and Sundays. 95 courts of 
volleyball action. Colorado Convention Center, 
700 14th St. www.coloradocrossroads.com

2/28 Saturday—Knickers in a Twist Tea. Molly Brown 
House. Ages 12 and up. Learn purpose of each 
article of clothing worn by women in Victori-
an and Edwardian eras. 11:15am-2:15pm. 
Reservations required. $24/person. www.
mollybrown.org

3/7 to 3/8—Rocky Mountain Train Show. Denver 
Merchandise Mart. 10am-4pm. Adults and kids 
12 and up $9; under 12, scouts in uniform 
and active duty with military ID free. Admission 
good for both days. 451 E 58th Ave. www.
rockymountaintrainshow.com

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
2/2 to 2/23—Free Meditation. Learn different 
ways to meditate to feel more peaceful, patient, 
healthier and joyful. Mon. mornings, 9am. The 
Garden, 3435 Albion St. www.stressintel.com

2/7 Saturday—Cupid’s Undie Run. Fundraising fun 
run in undies. www.cupidsundierun.com

2/22 Sunday—Fight for Air Stair Climb. Benefits Amer-
ican Lung Association. Republic Plaza, 16th and 
Tremont entrance. www.lung.org

2/28 Saturday—Polar Plunge Splash and Dash. 5K 
run/walk and polar plunge benefits Special 
Olympics. Beer Garden, live music, contests. 
1pm. Denver’s City Park. www.specialolympics-
co.org
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ALL AGES 
RECREATIONAL 
AND U11-18 
COMPETITIVE 
SPRING SEASON 
REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN!

COLORADO RAPIDS
YOUTH SOCCER CLUB

SUMMER CAMP information & registration at
www.rapidsyouthsoccer.org or call 303.399.5858

CROSS
FLOORING • LLC
Hardwood Installation & Refinishing

New or Refurbished 
Hardwood Floors - 

We Do It All!

Stapleton-based. Licensed & insured.  
30 years experience. Nate Cross:  

406-360-2266/crossflooring@gmail.com

KIDS AND FAMILIES
Through 3/1—Denver Puppet Theater. The Day It Snowed Tortillas. 
3156 W. 38th Ave. www.denverpuppettheater.com

2/3 to 2/24—Tuesdays in Feb. Four Mile Historic Park Small Settlers. 
Ages 2-5 accompanied by parent/caregiver. 9-10am. $5/
child; adults free, members free. 715 S. Forest St. Advance 
register: 720.865.0814 or education@fourmilepark.org, www.
fourmilepark.org

2/4 Wednesday—Preschool Story Time. 9:30am, ages 2-5 with 
caregiver. History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway. www.
historycoloradocenter.org

2/4 Wednesday—Wands and Wishes Character Story Time. 10:30am. 
Stories, songs and character meet and greet first Wed. of 
month. $11.50 price includes a book. 2208 Kearney St. 
720.612.4363, www.wandsandwishesoccasions.com

2/5 to 2/26—Star K Kids. Thursdays, 9:30 and 11am; kids 5 and 
under. Morrison Nature Center, 16002 E. Smith Rd., Aurora. 
www.auroragov.org/nature

2/6 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park Hay Bales and Tall Tales. 12-1pm; 
free with admission. 715 S. Forest St. www.fourmilepark.org

2/7 Saturday—Family Day at the Opera. Opera Colorado sponsors 
FREE family performance of Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel, 
3:30-5pm. Crafts, refreshments, Q&A post performance. Ellie 
Calkins Opera House, DCPA Complex. RSVP online, print tick-
ets at website. http://ocfamilyday2.eventbrite.com

2/7 Saturday—Home Depot Kids Workshop. 9am-12pm. FREE how-to 
clinics first Sat. monthly, ages 5-12. Get Home Depot apron, 
wooden project and project pin. Metro-area Home Depot 
stores. www.homedepot.com

2/7 to 2/8—Forney Transportation Museum Moffat Modelers Toy Train 
Layout. Scale toy train layout open first weekend every month. 
Free with museum admission. 4303 Brighton Blvd. www.forney-
museum.org

2/14 to 2/28—Lowes Build and Grow workshops. Bring kids to Lowe’s 
stores to build FREE wood project. Monthly, 2nd and 4th Satur-
days. Free apron, goggles, project-themed patch, merit certifi-
cate on completion. 10am. www.lowesbuildandgrow.com

LECTURES AND CLASSES
1/21 to 5/13—LearnOn. New MSU Denver on-campus, low-cost, 
not-for-credit program. 12 initial 2–4-week, Wed. evening, 
6-8pm classes on wide-ranging topics: Behind Scenes of Pro-
fessional Sports, Rock Climbing, Islam: Past and Present, etc. 
www.msudenver.edu/learnon, www.watsonm@msudenver.edu

2/4 to 2/8—Creating Change 2015. The 27th National Conference 
on LGBT Equality: Creating Change. Run by National LGBTQ 
Task Force with nationwide presenters and participants from all 
walks of life and types of businesses and organizations. 350+ 
workshops and training sessions, 4 plenary sessions, network-
ing and fun events. Sheraton Denver Downtown. creatingc-
hange.org

2/12 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)–New Orleans: Biography of 
a City. 6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 
720.865.0325, www.ActiveMinds.com

2/24 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–Global Pandemics. 5-6pm. 
Tattered Cover, 2526 E. Colfax. 303.322.7727, www.
ActiveMinds.com

2/24 Tuesday—Free Lowry Speaker Series Presents: Rabbi Steven Fos-
ter. Will talk about diverse Denver Jewish community, Jewish 
identity, observances, role of women, interfaith marriage and 
ideological distinctions. 7-8:30pm. Eisenhower Chapel, 293 
Roslyn St. (Lowry). Contact: Karen House at khouse@jherzog.
com, 303.757.7658

2/26 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)–Malaysia. 6:45-7:45pm. Sam 
Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 720.865.0325. www.Active-
Minds.com

3/3 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–Sand Creek Massacre. 10:15-
11:15am. Jewish Community Center, 350 S Dahlia St. 
303.316.6359. www.ActiveMinds.com

MUSEUMS
Through 2/8—Matisse and Friends. 14 paintings from National 
Gallery in Washington, D.C. Exhibit included in general 
admission. www.denverartmuseum.org

Through 3/15—Brilliant: Cartier in the 20th Century. Special exhibit, 
Denver Art Museum. Ticket purchase extra. www.denverart-
museum.org

Through 2/16—Whales: Giants of the Deep. Free with admission. 
Museum of Nature & Science. www.dmns.org

Through 5/3—Traveling the Silk Road. Separate ticket required for 
exhibit. Museum of Nature & Science. www.dmns.org

2/7 to 5/10—The 1968 Exhibit. History Colorado Center. 
Free with admission. Explore the pivotal American year 
through photographs, artifacts, vintage pop culture items 
and interactives. 1200 Broadway. www.historycolorado-
center.org

2/19 Thursday—Science Lounge- Underwater Giants. Third Thurs-
days, 6:30-9:30pm. $10/members; $12/nonmembers. 
www.dmns.org

MUSEUMS—FREE DAYS
2/3 Tuesday—Children’s Museum Free Target Tuesday. 4-8pm. 
www.cmdenver.org

2/6 Friday—Denver Museum of Contemporary Art Teen Free Friday. 
5-7pm. For Denver teens, workshops and more. Other 
free day, 2/20. www.MCADenver.org

2/6 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park Free Day. SCFD Free day. 
www.fourmilepark.org

2/6 Friday—Denver Zoo Free Days. SCFD Free Day. Other zoo 
free days 2/7 and 2/19. www.denverzoo.org

2/7 Saturday—Denver Art Museum Free Day. SCFD Free day. 
www.denverartmuseum.org

2/16 Monday—Denver Botanic Gardens Free Day. SCFD Free 
day. www.botanicgardens.org

3/2 Monday—Denver Museum of Nature & Science Free Day. SCFD 
Free day. www.dmns.org

(continued on page 22)

Let’s Make a List!

Some neighborhoods are out-performing these stats and in many cases we’ve got a Seller’s market for a change.  Give me a shout if you’re curious about your own home and would like to work with a broker who is serious about the numbers.

1. Get a detailed market analysis of the neighborhood
 and your home’s value.

            2. Start on home repairs or improvements to 
                make your home ‘Market Ready’

                         3. Wish list of features for your 
                                                    new dream home!

If you’re planning on selling in 2015, jot these tasks down.

 Call
Kim Kouba    today!
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303-322-2081 • www.qsfamilydentistry.com

Qual ity care in a nearby, comfortable, bright , modern sett ing

IN NETWORK with most insurances • Early morning appointments

            Now offer ing BOTOX® and

Accepting new patients of exist ing patient ’s fami ly members
303-421-2161

or visit blueskyplumbing.com

A+
Rated

Jesse Lanyon, 4th-Generation 
Customer Service Professional

“Like” us to receive timely
tips and special promotions.

Your experts in 
plumbing & heating
Just go to blueskyplumbing.com 

to Download your money-saving 

coupon the next time you need 
plumbing or hvac help.

Park Hill United Methodist Church grow your spirit with us SM

5209 Montview Blvd., Denver, 80207 303-322-1867 • www.phumc.org 
Sunday Worship Services 8:45am and 11am

Study - every Wednesday of Lent  
Ash Wednesday Service - Feb. 18, 6pm

LOCAL EVENT Listings

NORTHEAST DENVER/AURORA EVENTS
Through 2/17—Cherry Creek Arts Festival Mobile Art 
Gallery at Denver School of the Arts. Exhibition of 
Mobile Art Gallery, original works of art from 
the festival’s artists. 7111 Montview Blvd. 
www.dsapresents.org

2/7 Saturday—Aurora Symphony Orchestra 2015 
Family Concert. Selections from Broadway 
musicals: Cats, Phantom of the Opera, West 
Side Story and Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. 
7:30pm. Seating limited; $15 general; $12 
students, seniors and military. Larry D. Carter 
Theater of Community College of Aurora, 
16000 E. Centretech Parkway. www.aurora-
symphony.org

2/7 Saturday—Isabella Love Birds Gala. Benefits 
Isabella Bird Community School. Space 
Gallery, 400 Santa Fe Dr. https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/isabella-lovebirds-gala-tick-
ets-14195496111

2/8 Sunday—Junior Rangers. Ages 6-12, 1:30-
3pm. Learn about plants and animals of Star 
K Ranch. RSVP required, 303.326.8650, 
www.aurora.gov/nature

2/8 Sunday—Aurora Symphony Orchestra 2015 
Children’s Concert. FREE. 1pm with English 
narration and 3 pm in Spanish. Seating 
limited. Larry D. Carter Theater of Communi-
ty College of Aurora, 16000 East Centretech 

Parkway. www.aurorasymphony.org

2/14 Saturday—Cockpit Demo Day. Wings Over 
the Rockies Museum, Lowry. www.wingsmu-
seum.org

2/21 Saturday—Aeromodeling at the Hangar. Dis-
cover world of radio-controlled airplanes and 
helicopters. Wings Over the Rockies Muse-
um, Lowry. www.wingsmuseum.org

2/28 Saturday—Volunteer Steward Recruitment 
Event. Learn about being a nature center or 
project volunteer. Morrison Nature Center at 
Star K Ranch. RSVP required, nature@auror-
agov.org or 303.326.8650. www.aurora.
gov/nature

NORTHFIELD 
EVENTS
2/6 Friday—Harkins 
Theatres 18 New 
Release. Jupiter As-
cending; The Matter 
of Faith, McFarland; 
USA; Seventh Son; 
The Sponge Bob 
Movie. www.harkinstheatres.com

2/13 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. 
Fifty Shades of Grey; Kingsman: The Secret 
Service. www.harkinstheatres.com

2/26 Thursday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. 
Focus; What We Do in the Shadows. www.
harkinstheatres.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE
2/7 Saturday—Wild Wings- The Secret Life of Owls! 
10-11am. Auditorium program with Wild 
Wings Environmental Education and their 
live birds of prey. Great horned and Eastern 
screech owl will be present so bring your 
camera! RSVP required. http://www.fws.
gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

2/12 and 2/13—Wild Valentine. For ages 3-5 
and their adults. Discover how animals use 

song dance and 
play to attract 
a valentine, 
play act and 
valentine’s craft. 
11am . http://
www.fws.gov/
refuge/rocky_
mountain_arse-
nal/

2/14 to 2/22—Wildlife Viewing Tours. Saturdays 
and Sundays, 9:30-11:30am. Naturalist 
leads bus tour through refuge to view bald 
eagles, bison, coyotes, deer, raptors, etc. 
RSVP required. http://www.fws.gov/refuge/
rocky_mountain_arsenal/

2/21 Saturday—Who’s Tracking Who? 1-2:30pm. 
Learn to identify tracks in indoor program, 
then head outdoors to test knowledge. Make 
plaster cast of tracks. RSVP required. http://
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arse-
nal/

2/28 Saturday—Bird-ology. 10-11:30am. Hands-
on experience with bird-banding techniques 
using bird replicas, learn about conservation 
careers, collect and record scientific data. 
Ages 8-12. RSVP required. http://www.fws.
gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

THEATRE
Through 2/1—Miss Saigon. Vintage Theatre. 
1468 Dayton St., Aurora Cultural Arts Dis-
trict. www.vintagetheatre.org

Through 2/6—I Am My Own Wife. Fire House 
Theater Company at John Hand Theater. 
www.johnhandtheater.com

Through 2/7—My Way: A Musical Tribute to Frank 
Sinatra. Fire House Theater Company at John 
Hand Theater. www.johnhandtheater.com

Through 2/8—Beets- A read and Rant Production. 
Aurora Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. Colfax 
Ave. www.aurorafoxartscenter.org

Through 2/14—5 Lesbians Eating a Quiche. Avenue 
Theatre, 417 E. 17th Ave. www.avenuethe-
ater.com

Through 2/22—Harvey. Arvada Center, 6901 
Wadsworth Blvd. www.arvadacenter.org

Through 3/1—Forbidden Broadway: Alive and Kick-
ing. Garner Galleria Theater, Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts, 14th and Curtis. 
www.denvercenter.org

Through 3/1—Other Desert Cities. Vintage The-
atre. 1468 Dayton St., Aurora Cultural Arts 
District. www.vintagetheatre.org

2/3 to 2/15—Rodger’s and Hammerstein’s Cin-
derella. Buell Theater, Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.org

2/10 to 4/10—Charlotte’s Web. Arvada Center, 
6901 Wadsworth Blvd. www.arvadacenter.
org

2/20 to 3/1—Ballet MasterWorks. Colorado 
Ballet at Ellie Caulkins Opera House. Col-
lection of works from masters of music and 
dance. $25-$155. www.coloradoballet.org 
or 303.837.8888. coloradoballet.org/per-
formances/ballet-masterworks

2/13 to 3/15—Red Hot Patriot. Aurora Fox Arts 
Center, 9900 E. Colfax Ave. www.aurora-
foxartscenter.org

2/27 to 3/22—Big Fish- The Musical. Aurora 
Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. Colfax Ave. www.
aurorafoxartscenter.org

2/27 to 4/26—Ain’t Misbehavin’. Vintage The-
atre. 1468 Dayton St., Aurora Cultural Arts 
District. www.vintagetheatre.org

(continued from page 21)

Now through May—Monthly Compassion-
ate Communication workshop at Izzy B
Isabella Bird Community School hosts monthly 
workshops about compassionate communica-
tion, “heart talk” that is used at Isabella Bird 
and focuses on learning by connecting to the 
heart first. For more information visit www.
centerforcompassionateconnections.org.
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Noah Makovsky, MD
Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD
Amy Nash, MD
Richard Gustafson, MD
Nicole Erwin, MD

2975 Roslyn Street, Unit 100
Denver, CO 80238

www.stapletonpeds.com 303-399-7900

At Stapleton Pediatrics, your community 
is our community; 

your family is our family.

Open Saturdays

Like us on
Facebook

The GSBA: Expanding the  
Visibility of Your Business

The Greater Stapleton Business Association (GSBA) offers an 
opportunity for networking with local business owners and repre-
sentatives. Founded in 2003 by a handful of Stapleton-area busi-
ness owners, the GSBA is a non-profit association whose mission 
is to foster relationships among local businesses while working to 
benefit the community.

The public is invited to attend meetings, held on the third Tues-
day of each month at 8am. The next meeting, Feb. 17, will feature 
a speaker on the topic of Successful Digital Marketing. Every other 
month, active members can bring promotional products, coupons 
and marketing materials from their business to place in “New Resi-
dent Welcome Bags,” which the GSBA distributes to new Stapleton 
homeowners.

Meetings are held at the new Stapleton MCA Office confer-
ence room on the third floor at 7350 East 29th Avenue. Visit the 
GSBA website at www.stapletonbusiness.com to see a listing of 
members, the event calendar (including monthly meeting, luncheon 
and happy hour dates and locations) and to become a member.  
Email info@stapletonbusiness.com for additional information.

Introducing pocketgov
To cut down call volume to the City and County of Denver, 

Mayor Michael Hancock recently launched pocketgov, an app 
for residents to access city services. See a pot hole or graffiti? 
Take a photo and enter the address in the app. Need to know 
recycling and trash pick-up schedules? Sign up for app notifi-
cations. Find Denver property values, search for local elected 
officials, get street sweeping reminders, and more. pocketgov 
is a tool for living in Denver. To download or learn more, visit 
pocketgov.com. 

Calling for Reading Partners  
at Ashley Elementary

Reading Partners is a local nonprofit serving struggling readers at 
under-resourced schools. They are currently seeking volunteers who 
can commit 1-2 hours (or more) per week to work one-on-one with a 
student at Ashley Elementary. Please visit www.readingpartners.org/
colorado or call 720-409-9909 for more information.

Earn Accredited High School  
Diploma at Denver Public Library

Career Online High School gives working-age adults the chance 
to earn their high school diploma. In order to enroll, students must 
successfully pass an online self-assessment with an essay question 
and prerequisite course.The program operates through public librar-
ies, including the Denver Public Library. Students are paired with an 
academic coach to provide ongoing career advice and encourage-
ment. To learn more visit a Denver Public Library or denverlibrary.
org/cohs or call 720.253.8736. 

Free Education Classes Offered  
by NAMI Denver

The National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI) is a local, 
all-volunteer, nonprofit of individuals, families and/or friends living 
with serious mental illnesses. Beginning Wed., Feb. 11, NAMI 
will offer a free 12-week series of education classes for family 
members/caregivers of “adults” living with mental illness. Families 
receive current information on serious mental illnesses; learn about 
medications, side effects and evidence-based treatments; gain 
increased understanding of the lived experience of mental illness 
(empathy); practice problem-solving skills and communication 
techniques; develop strategies for handling crises and relapses; 
review local community services and support; focus on self-care 
and coping with stress. For more information or to register, contact 
Alison Canjar at 303.683.1565 or namidenver@gmail.com.

Marcy Eastman
Broker/Co-owner

303-436-5494

Marcy Eastman
Broker/Co-owner

MarcyEastman.com

Thinking of buying/selling
in the New Year? Call me

for outstanding results!
We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds • Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!
a style for every point of viewTM

Budget Blinds – custom window
coverings that fit your style 

and budget!

• Personal Style Consultants
• Thousands of samples from the best brands
• “Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

30% OFF
Home or Office 

Window Treatments
Call today for details!

303-422-1499
or visit us online at www.budgetblinds.com

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. 
Lifetime limited warranties. 

Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 2/28/15.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Professionals
720-934-5474720-934-5474

jim@iDenverHomes.comjim@iDenverHomes.com

Jim DeCesaro
Stapleton Neighbor

and Realtor®

iDenverHomes.com
Independently Owned Franshise

List with me 

and rec
eive 

a FREE 

Professio
nal 

Staging 

Consultat
ion

2933 Central Park Blvd. 
Stapleton • 3 Bed/2.5 Bath,

Hardwood Flrs., Gas Fireplace,
Owners Private Deck, 2-Car 

Attached Garage, Corner Unit.

SO
LD
*

1530 Quebec Way #26 
Villa Marbella • 2220 Sq. Ft. 

2 Bed + Loft & 2.5 Bath, 
New Hardwoods, New Paint,
New Carpet, Fin. Basement,

Mountain Views.

UN
DE
R 

CO
NT
RA
CT

2671 Willow St. • Stapleton
4 Bed/3.5 Bath, Hardwood Floors,

Fin. Basement, Solar Powered
(owned not leased), Gas Fireplace,

Main Floor Laundry, 2-Car 
Attached Garage, Corner Lot.

FO
R S

ALE

* Representing Buyer

A comprehensive optometry practice for

patients in the Stapleton community and

surrounding areas. Amanda Huston, OD, is a

member of the American Optometric

Association and the American Academy of

Optometry. Our entire staff looks forward to

helping you with all of your optical needs.

2373 Central Park Blvd, Ste 102
Denver, CO 80238
303-597-1640
www.stapletonfamilyeyecenter.com

StapFamEye_Nov13_Layout 1  10/16/13  11:07 AM  Page 1

Ascent Family Medicine

Mary Catherine Husney, MD   |  Jonathan Zonca, MD  “Top Doc 5280”
Emily Shupe Talley PA-C  |  McKenzie Kline PA-C  |  Chandra Houpt, PA-C

Hours: Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m.  |  Saturday: 8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

303.322.0212   |    www.nwphysicians.com

By Madeline Schroeder

At school, a teacher stands at the 
front of the room and instructs 
kids. In sports, a coach shows 

kids how to play. At home, parents teach 
kids what is right and wrong.

Kids constantly learn from adults, 
but what can adults learn from kids? 
A group of students from Hill Middle 
School say there’s a lot to learn, the 
biggest being the way kids think.

Kids have grand ideas about the 
future and aren’t afraid to imagine even 
if it’s crazy, according to seventh-grader 
Trinity Birch. She thinks stress changes 
the way adults imagine. “When adults 
imagine it’s about more serious stuff,” 
she says. “It’s about what they want and 
how they’re going to get it, like if they 
want to imagine themselves living in a 
big house and how they’re going to get 
there. Kids just imagine what they want 
to be, not how to get there. They’re just 

Oddball, endearing and quirky  
answers to life’s questions

Meet the Kids
like, I want 
to be an NBA 
player.”

While this 
thinking may 
be unrealistic 
at times, it 
also allows for 
endless possi-
bilities. Birch 
wants to be 
a fashion de-
signer, which 
is apparent 
from her print 
top and bright 
accents. 

Unfortunately, “childish” thinking is not 
always seen as a good thing. “Kids aren’t always 
a priority for ideas,” says eighth-grader Bradshaw 
Willis. “Some people think they don’t have good 
ideas so they don’t listen to them. Yes, it’s frustrat-
ing because you want to get your point across.” 

Willis says adults think differently 
because their choices affect not only 
themselves, but people around them. 
“Kids kind of stay tunnel vision-think-
ing and how it will just affect them-
selves.” Still, he thinks at times he has 
better ideas than his parents. 

The group wonders how often adults 
imagine and whether they even enjoy it 
because they are so occupied with other 
things like work, money, their kids, etc.

Eighth-grader Katie Cmil says adults’ 
stress holds them back from taking risks. 
(Stress seemed to be a recurring point 
among the group). “Adults have to make 
big choices and are in the real world. 
Their risks could impact them more,” 
she says. So are kids’ ideas not applicable 
to the real world? 

Sixth-grader Jarmell Johnson, aka JJ, 
used to say he wanted to be an adult be-
cause kids can’t buy anything and adults 
get more leeway. A friend once stole 
something from John and then lied that 

he didn’t have it. Johnson’s mom confront-
ed the friend’s mom. “My mom believed 
the parent more than me, even though I 
said he took it.”

To understand adult life, Johnson and 
his mom switched places for a day. He did 
everything adults do, including paying the 
bills, cooking, and washing dishes. “It was 
hard. It was really hard. All she did was 
lay around. She ate.” He no longer says he 
wants to be an adult. He also points out 
that kids can learn a lot from adults. He 
respects his mom’s advice because she has 
already been through situations he’s going 
through.

But even though adults have more to 
deal with, relaxing and having fun is still 
possible and important, according to John-
son. “I think adults can learn from kids to 
loosen up and get the stress off by doing 
something fun after, even if you’re tired.” 

What do you think adults can learn 
from kids? Comments welcome Front-
PorchStapleton.com.

What can adults 
learn from kids? 

Sitting in the library, students from Hill 
Middle School discuss the differences 
between kids and adults and how adults 

can actually learn a lot from kids. Left to 
right: Bradshaw Willis, Katie Cmil, Trinity 
Birch, and Giovanni Soto. 
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Recognitions

Is your  
New Year’s resolution  

to smile bigger?  
We’d love to help! 

Schedule your FREE consultation 
 in January to learn more  
about our great special on  

Invisalign & ceramic  
braces.

BRIAN TROMMETER, DDS MSD
Orthodontic Specialist

....................................................
2979 North Iola Street

Denver, CO 80238
www.trommeterortho.com 

720.420.4320

Lowry Town Center
2nd & Quebec    720.859.9933
Mon-Fri: 6:30-2:00     Sat & Sun: 7:00-2:00
DelectableEgg.com

DelectableEgg

      25% 
    Off
  your entire ticket!

Must present this coupon.  Valid Mon-Sat.,  
dine in only. One coupon per table. Not valid  

with any other offer. Minimum purchase of $8.00.  
Valid at all Delectable Egg locations.  

Expires 3/15/15.

Front Porch - FEB

Happy  
Presidents’ 

Day!

Litvak Litvak Mehrtens Epstein and Carlton, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Colorado’s Premiere Family Law Firm For Over 50 Years
Skilled and Experienced Litigators and Negotiators
Providing Representation in all areas of Family Law

Call Us At 303-837-0757 or Visit Us At www.familyatty.com

Aspen  •  Denver  •  Park Meadows

Colorado’s Premier Family 
Law Firm For Over 50 Years

Skilled and Experienced Litigators and Negotiators
Providing Representaion in all areas of Family Law

303-837-0757  |  www.familyatty.com
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Attorneys at Law
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Aspen  •  Denver  •  Park Meadows

Litvak Litvak Mehrtens Epstein and Carlton, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Colorado’s Premiere Family Law Firm For Over 50 Years
Skilled and Experienced Litigators and Negotiators
Providing Representation in all areas of Family Law

Call Us At 303-837-0757 or Visit Us At www.familyatty.com
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Litvak Litvak Mehrtens Epstein and Carlton, P.C.
Attorneys at Law

Colorado’s Premiere Family Law Firm For Over 50 Years
Skilled and Experienced Litigators and Negotiators
Providing Representation in all areas of Family Law

Call Us At 303-837-0757 or Visit Us At www.familyatty.com

Aspen  •  Denver  •  Park Meadows

EXPERT BASEMENT FINISHING
Start in 10 days-7 weeks to finish

new name • new approach • new pricing

• over 10 continuous years in Stapleton

• over 400 Stapleton basement finishes

• only Stapleton basement finish company
with BBB and LEED affiliation

• we’ve finished every builder, every model

• that means no expensive design fee - 
we have several options for every model

• now a lifetime warranty

• carpet included - for a limited time

• creative financing options

• you have access to all our vendors/pricing

DON’T SETTLE - CALL 303-467-9400
Today!

blueprintdesignco.com

DSA Sixth-Grader Cast in DCPA’s Benediction
By Madeline Schroeder

Eleven-year-old Stapleton resident Zoe 
Stahlhut plays a young girl named 
Alice in the production of Benediction 

at the Denver Center for the Performing Arts 
(DCPA) beginning this February. 

“I’m mostly excited but a little nervous,” 
says Stahlhut, who is a sixth-grade theatre 
major at Denver School of the Arts (DSA). 
This is her first DCPA production. Two other 
students from DSA are part of the produc-
tion. 

Benediction, based on the novel by Kent 
Haruf who died this past November, is a 
heavy drama that takes place in the high 
plains. Stahlhut’s character, Alice, is an 
8-year-old tomboy who loses her mom and 
moves in with her grandmother. She meets 

two other people who are also grieving and 
together begin an unexpected journey to 
rediscovering meaning in life. 

At times Stahlhut struggles relating to 
Alice because she’s never experienced tragedy. 
But, she also notices lately that Alice has very 
much become a part of herself, even outside 
the theatre. “Sometimes I click into Alice. I 
run around more than I used to and now I’m 
a little less girly girl.” 

At 5, Stahlhut appeared in a Honda 
commercial with her family. Afterward she 
began to pursue acting. She likes being able 
to transform into another person and place 
on stage.

She has auditioned for several DCPA 
productions, which she calls an “intense, 
challenging experience.” She rehearses for 

Benediction 3–7pm every day after school 
and says thankfully she really likes the 
other cast members.

She looks forward to the play’s opening 
but is very nervous to perform for her 
fellow classmates who will be going to the 
show. “They see me every day and they’re 
all older than me because I’m in sixth 
grade so I kind of feel like I look up to 
them and hope that I can have the same 
education they have.”

Stahlhut hopes to someday be a profes-
sional actor and perform on Broadway or 
star in a movie. 

Benediction runs Jan. 30 through 
March 1, 2015. More information and 
tickets are available at http://www.denver-
center.org/shows.

Join in
February
One Down: More
for your buck

One Down

FAMILIES PAY COUPLES
COUPLES PAY SINGLES
SINGLESPAYYOUNGADULT

Some of the Perks:
State of the art Cybex equipment • Year round Salt-Sanitized Indoor, Outdoor Pools

Insanity, Boot Camp and TRX • Swim Lesson Discounts
Water Aerobics and Fitness Classes • Yoga and Heated Yoga studio

For more information or to tour the facility call (303) 316-6308 today!
*New members only, 1 year commitment.

OPEN TO EVERYONE IN COLORADO
350 South Dahlia Street, Denver, CO 80246

www.jccdenver.org • (303) 316-6308

Zoe Stahlhut

Photo courtesy of D
enise Stahlhut
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This summer, 
experience 
the power of 
authentic 
outdoor 
adventure.

www.avid4.com | 800-977-9873
Photo: richvossler.com 
 

Save $15 per session. Enter code: frontporch
Locations:  Bailey l Boulder l Denver - Washington Park l Denver - Stapleton l Golden l Highlands Ranch

NEW LOCATION IN STAPLETON! Right around the corner at Westerly Creek Elementary School.

adventure camps pre-k through 7th grade, all levels

Adventures Outside Day Camps. For kids entering 
1st-5th grade. 11-week outdoor and educational 
programs at 2 Denver river locations. 6/8 to 
8/21, $200/wk. The Greenway Foundation. 
www.greenwayfoundation.org/summercamp, 
303.743.9720 ext. 910, bekky@greenwayfoun-
dation.org 

Advid4 Adventure Stapleton Adventure Camp. 
2nd–7th-graders go to local settings for outdoor moun-
tain biking, hiking, canoeing, kayaking, stand-up paddle 
boarding, etc. Challenges calibrated to child’s age/
ability. Weekly camps 6/6 to 8/7. At Westerly Creek 
Elem., 8800 E. 28th Ave. 9am-3pm. Extended care: 
8am-6pm. Save $30 on day camps & $75 on Mountain 
Camp per session till 2/28. Avid4.com

Altogether Outdoors Summer Camps: Connect with 
nature, friends and counselors; focus on youth devel-
opment and play. Stapleton-based day camps and 
mountain sleepaway camps. ACA Accredited, CDHS 
licensed. Stapleton Day Camps (ages 5-11) have limited 
space; usually sell out by April! Sleep Away Camp (ages 
7-15): sailing, rock climbing, horseback riding, arts & 
crafts, backpacking, songs, campfires, etc., at camp 
property with private lake. Discounts, payment plans, 
scholarships available for all programs. aocamps.com, 
720.249.2997

Art Students League of Denver. Drawing, painting, ce-
ramics, mixed media, sculpture. Morning and afternoon 
camps available. Prices vary. 303.778.6990, asld.org

Arvada Center Summer Arts Camps. Fun and creative 
experiences in theater, visual arts, dance, ceramics, 
music, creative writing, storytelling and photography for 
ages 5-18; ArtStart camps for 1½-4-year-olds. Highly 
trained teachers in safe and fun environment. www.
arvadacenter.org ,720.898.7200

Augustana Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School. For 
kids starting1st to leaving 5th grade. Week of singing, 
crafts, games and faith. 303.388.4678. Augustana 
Lutheran Church, 5000 E. Alameda Ave.

Aurora Dance Arts Summer Camps. Various locations. 
Sessions include Fairy Tale Princess, Lil’ Kids Hip Hop 
Camp, Michael Jackson Dance Camp, All Styles Dance 
Camp, Teen Hip Hop, Poms/Cheerleading Camp, Ballet 
Intensive, etc. Ages 4-18. Begin 6/15. www.auroragov.
org/dance, 303.326.8308

Aurora Fox Summer Drama Camps. Various locations 

across city of Aurora. Ages 4-18. Half days. Sessions: 
Acting Up ages 4-6; Little Foxes ages 7-10; Teen Acting 
Camp and Broadway Bound ages 11 and up. Themes: 
Stupid Animal Adventures, Hunger Games, Zombie 
Romeo and Juliet, Norse Mythology, Science Fiction, 
Musical Theatre. www.aurorafox.org, 303.739.1973

Aurora History Museum Pioneer Camp. DeLaney Farm 
Historic Site. 2 Sessions: 6/22-26 or 7/13-17. Half day 
camp ages 8-12. $90 for Aurora residents, $110 for 
nonresidents. www.auroramuseum.org , 303-739-6660

Ballet Ariel Summer Camp. Ballet training mixed with 
fun. Classes in ballet, modern, acting for dancers, etc. 
7/13-17 and 7/20-24, Mon.-Fri 10am-3pm. Tuition 
includes before and aftercare between 8:30am-5pm. Be-
ginning/Intermediate level for ages 8-12; Intermediate/
Advanced level for ages 12-18. 7808 E. Cherry Creek 
S. Dr., Ste. 209. 303.945.4388, www.balletariel.org/
school

Bladium Kids Camps. Highly active weeklong camps; full 
or half-day options. Lunch/snacks included. Begin 6/8. 
2400 Central Park Blvd. 303.320.3033, denverkids@
bladium.com, bladiumdenver.com/youth-kids/kids-
camps

Bluff Lake Nature Center. 3400 Havana Way. Ages 
6-7, Half-day 9am-12:30pm/$175 + After Camp 
12:30-2:30pm/$65. Ages 7-12. Half-day 9am-
12:30pm/$175 + After Camp 12:30-2:30pm/$65 or 
Full-days with off-site excursions 9am-2:30pm/$300. 

Flexible drop-off from 8-9am/free. Two themes: 
Pathfinders (6/8-12, 6/15-19, 6/ 22-26) and River 
Walkers (7/13-17, 7/20-24, 7/27-30). Discounts for 
early registration (2/1-28), multiple kids/weeks and re-
ferrals. Explore science and nature at Bluff Lake. Keith@
blufflake.org, 720.708.4079, BluffLake.org

Camp Chief Ouray (CCO). Traditional overnight 
camp for ages 7-17. In cabins with 2 college-aged, 
trained counselors and 6-9 kids of own gender/age. 
Low staff-to-camper ratio. 5,100 acres of mountains, 
valleys, streams and meadows. Teens ages 15-18 can 
participate in Leader-in-Training, Counselor-in-Training, 
Wrangler-in-Training and Wilderness Leadership. www.
campchiefouray.org/

Camp Courage. Weeklong free camp for kids and sib-
lings struggling with cancer. 6/14-18 in foothills above 
Boulder. Activities include high ropes course, zip line, 
big swing, hiking, crafts, fishing, archery and nature. 
Director John Hite at www.camp-courage.org, camp.
courage@hotmail.com

CASTA Middle School String Camp. 7/22-25, overnight 
camp in Divide, CO, ages 11-14, $325. Golden Bell 
Camp and Conference Center. Participate in rehearsals, 
sectionals, technique classes and recreation activities. 
www.castastringcamp.com. Introduction to Strings–Music 
Exploration Camp: 8/3-7, Mon-Fri, 9am-11am, ages 
4-8, $100. Try several instruments with basic songs and 
note reading, ear training and rhythm. Kelly Benson, 
720.420.5000, Kelly@coloradoschoolofstrings.com

Ceramics in the City. Learn techniques to paint pottery, 
cut and fuse glass projects, mold and paint clay projects, 
etc. 2 sessions but won’t repeat any projects so sign up for 
both. Session 1: 6/23, 24, 25. $150; Session 2: 7/28, 
29, 30 $150. 9am-12pm. Ages 7-13. 1912 Pearl St., 
303.200.0461, www.ceramicsinthecity.com

Chess Academy of Denver Chess Camps. Englewood. 6/8-
12, full- and half-day options; 7/ 6-8. All abilities/ages. 8:1 
staff-student ratio. Three 2-day chess camps offered through-
out summer for specific ability levels. Scorekeeping, etiquette, 
tournament prep, logical thinking and strategic planning for 
all phases of game. Learn from chess master/author Todd 
Bardwick. 303.770.6696, www.coloradomasterchess.com/ 

City of Aurora Summer Camps at various locations. Ages 
3-14. www.auroragov.org/recreation, 303.326.8560

Colorado Ballet Academy Summer Programs. Downtown 
Denver. All ages. Cost varies re weeks of participation. 
Colorado Ballet Academy,1075 Santa Fe. 303.339.1623, 
www.coloradoballet.org

Colorado Rapids Youth Soccer Summer Camps. Ages 5-18, 
June-Aug. Cost varies per camp. Skills development from be-
ginning fundamentals to elite player evolution. In Stapleton, 
Lowry or Dick’s Sporting Goods Park. www.rapidsyouthsoc-
cer.org, 303.399.5858 

Colorado School of Strings Camps. Stapleton Youth Orches-
tra Camp: 6/8-12, Mon-Fri, 9am-12pm, $150. For violin, 
viola, cello and bass students with at least 1 year experience 

2015 Front Porch Guide to Summer Camps
From outdoor adventures to 
ariel ballet to gardening, the 
annual Front Porch Guide to 
Summer Camps offers a camp 
for every kid. 

The LYNX National Arts and Media Camps are two-week residential programs 
for high school students on the University of Colorado Denver campus. The LYNX 
Camps are sponsored by the CU Denver College of Arts & Media. 

Photos provided by summer camps
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on their instrument. Orchestral pieces learned to 
be performed; sectionals, music theory and lead-
ership training. String Camp for Young Players: 
7/13-17, Mon-Fri, 9-11am, ages 4-10, $100; pre-
vious experience on violin, viola or cello. Solos/
group pieces for music theory, ear training and 
alternative styles. Kelly Benson, 720.420.5000, 
Kelly@coloradoschoolofstrings.com, www.colora-
doschoolofstrings.com

Commerce City Parks and Recreation Summer 
Camps. 6/8-8/7. Full-day camps from animal 
planet and buggin’ out to extreme sports, urban 
adventures, superheroes, etc. State-licensed 
; CCAP-approved. Registration open 2/23. 
$120-$140/week resident; $145-$165/week 
nonresidents. Ages 6-15. 6060 E. Parkway Dr., 
Commerce City. 303.289.3659, c3gov.com/
camp

Creative Learning Preschool Camps. Quebec 
Square, 7505 E. 35th Ave., Ste. 340. Morn-
ing and afternoon camps including preschool 
curriculum, gym time, music, crafts, outside play, 
snack, centers. Ages 2-7. 303.377.8855, www.
creativelearningdenver.com

Dance Institute Summer Camp. 4601 Quebec 
St. Educational/affordable dance camps for ages 
4 and up. Weeklong; divided by age and 
abilities. Full and ½ day camps available June, 
July and August. New: summer intermediate 
and advance dance intensives for teens and 
pre-teens. www.DanceInstituteDenver.com

DAVA Summer ART Program-Oasis Studio. Downtown 
Aurora Visual Arts free drop-in art program concentrating on 
personal expression through the arts. Ages 7-17. Ceramic, 
pottery, sculpture, drawing, painting, printmaking, etc. Sum-
mer hours: 1:30-4:30, Mon-Fri. 1410 Florence St.

David Ross Piano Studio-Songwriting/Composition Inten-
sive Program. Learn to create great music. Music technology 
for those interested in recording, sequencing, looping, etc. 
Work one-on-one with singer/songwriter/composer David 
Ross in his Stapleton studio. Specialized and individual 
attention. Basic knowledge of music or instrument desirable, 
but not necessary. Students entering 7th-12th grade. Flexible 
summer dates/times. pianomanross@yahoo.com, www.
denverpianostudio.com

Denver Botanic Gardens’ Garden Camps. Ages 6-12. Grow 
your mind, plant a new friend and dig into the Gardens with 
weeklong day camps. 1007 York St. 720.865.3580, cata-
log.botanicgardens.org, registrar@botanicgardens.org 

Denver Art Museum Classes & Day Camps. Ages 6-15 
Half-day and full-day camps. 100 W. 14th Ave. Parkway. 
720.913.0130, www.denverartmuseum.org, familypro-
grams@denverartmuseum.org

Denver Center Theatre Academy. Learn to act, sing, dance 
and design sets. All classes taught by professional actors/
directors from DCPA. Scholarships available. Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts. 303.446.4892, academy@dcpa.
org, denvercenter.org

Denver Fencing Center Summer Camps. Weeklong full-day 

Campcentral@jccdenver.org • (303) 316-6307

Robert E. Loup JCC • 350 S. Dahlia St., Denver, CO 80246

Summer Camp Registration

Now Open
Get in while the
getting is good.

camps open to any kid who’s dreamed of being a 
knight, Jedi or pirate. Beginner through advanced 
camps in June, July and August; ages 7 & up. Call 
about Medieval Camp. 1930 S. Navajo St. (Ruby Hill 
Park). 303.922.7288, www.denverfencingcenter.com/
camps.html

Denver Montclair International School Summer Camps. 
English and foreign language camp options; no prior 
language experience necessary. 206 Red Cross Way 
(Lowry). www.dmischool.com

Denver Museum of Nature & Science. Options from 
weeklong half-day to weeklong full-day camps. Ages 
4-grade 6. Register online or get forms on website 
to mail in or call 303.370.6000. www.dmns.org. 
303.370.6455.

Denver School of the Arts. Various summer programs 
and camps for students grades 3-12. 6/8-7/24. DSA 
campus Montview and Quebec. Affordable/flexible 
programs in theatre, vocal music, dance and creative 
writing. $55-$210 depending on program. dsa.dpsk12.
org or Tracy Holt at tracy_holt@dpsk12.org or Brandon 
Becker at brandon_becker@dpsk12.org

Denver Dumb Friends League Camps. Learn to be safe 
around animals and work with variety of shelter pets. 
Experienced, enthusiastic staff, guest speakers and 
cuddly critters for a week of activities, games and crafts. 
Various dates at Denver shelter. 303.751.5772, ddfl.
org/crittercamp 

Denver Zoo Camp Summer Safari 2015. Registration 

now open. Weeklong day camps for pre-K-8th grade. 
Animal lovers enjoy hands-on activities, zoo exploration, 
animal encounters/observations, crafts, games, stories, 
projects, etc. www.denverzoo.org

Dream BIG Day Camp. 3-6-9 weeks of team/individual 
sports, performing arts and arts/crafts. 6:1 camper to 
counselor ratios; emphasize self-esteem building and 
fun. Yoga, rocketry, climbing wall, water slides, etc. 
Mary Stein: 303.377.1805, .www.dreambigdaycamp.
com

DSST: Stapleton Tennis Camp. Ages 5-12. Led 
by DSST coaches. Focus on serve, forehand 
and backhand groundstrokes, volleys and 
overheads. Kids play skill and mini-tennis 
games with team competition at week’s end. 
Groups based on age and skill level. 26 kids/
session max. Portion of fee benefits DSST 
Tennis Team. 6/8-12 and 6/15-19, 9am-
12pm (choose 1 or both weeks). Tennis courts 
at Montview and Syracuse. $195/week or 
$350/both weeks. Jenny: munroejm@yahoo.
com

DU P.A.S.S. Camp. 1-week summer camps: 
soccer, rock climbing, swimming, gymnastics, 
dance, flag football, etc. Univ. of Denver. 
303.871.3908, recreation@du.edu, www.
du.edu/ritchiecenter/youthprograms/pass-
camp

DU Women’s Basketball Camps. Intro to 
basketball and basic skills for grades 1-6, 
6/22-25. Junior Elite Camp for grades 6-9 to 
expand basketball knowledge and prepare for 
high school, 6/19-20. Both camps 9am-3pm 
daily. www.denverbasketballcamps.com, 
denverwbbcamps@gmail.com

First Tee of Denver Summer Junior Golf Pro-
grams. Instruction for kids of all ability levels 
ages 4 and up. www.thefirstteeofdenver.com

Four Mile Historic Park Camps. Ages 6-11. How the 
West Was Fun! Full-day camp, members $203, nonmem-
bers $225. 6/15-19 and 7/20-24; 9am-3pm (before & 
after care available 7-9am and 3-5:30pm). Home-
steading Half-day Camp, members $126, nonmembers 
$140. 7/6-10; 9am-12pm. Thursday at Molly Brown 
House. Ranches to Railroads Half-day Camp, members 
$126, nonmembers $140, 8/3-7; 9am-12pm. Thursday 
at Molly Brown House. Four Mile Historic Park, 715 S. 
Forest St. (continued on page 28)

OpenWorld Learning (OWL) offers several 
summer camps, including swimming. 

Resource Guides are also available online
FrontPorchStapleton.com > News > Resource Guides
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July 7th–July 27th, 1-hour/day M–F
Each week long session is $75, ages 5–13  

Focusing on breath, movement, concentration  
and meditation while fusing in stories and myths 

of the practice, games, movement and fun!  

Space is limited...Reserve your spot today!  
7485 E. 29th Pl, Denver, 80238 • 303-377-7444  

Email: stapleton@corepoweryoga.com

CorePower Yoga Kids’ Camps

Weekly half or full-day
- Day camps for ages 5-8
- Specialty camps for 
   3rd-8th graders
- Weekly  4-yr. old
   full day camp
- Early morning & 
   after hours care

Registration starts January 30!  For information: 303/261-1792, or www.stanleybps.org

JUNE 8-JULY 31, 2015

   

Registration open 2/16 (2/2 for members) and open till 
2 weeks prior each start date. 720.865.0814, www.
fourmilepark.org/summer-day-camp

Heritage Camps for Adoptive Families. Ages 3-18 and 
parents. Various dates throughout summer. $103- $128/
person plus lodging. 12 summer camps for families who 
have adopted internationally and domestically, which 
provide authentic cultural activities and supportive en-
vironment for whole adoptive family. Various Colorado 
locations. www.heritagecamps.org or Pam Sweetser: 
303.320.4234 or pam.sweetser@heritagecamps.org 

Humanex Academy’s Summer Academics and Enrich-
ment and Adventure Camp. 6/8-7/3. Attend 1 or all 4 
weeks. For those in grades 6-12 wanting to complete 
school courses and explore creative talents while prac-
ticing new skills. Weeklong wilderness camp for students 
with anxiety about trying new things and being away 
from home. www.humanexacademy.com

In Motion Summer. Endorphin Fitness camp to keep kids 
active, engaged and having fun. Run by certified, pas-
sionate and educated fitness professionals. 8am-5pm; 
extended hours if needed Ages 5-13.Weekly camps 
6/6-8/7. $300/week. www.myendorphin.com/kids-
summer-camps, Robin Riley: rmriley7@gmail.com 

Jewish Community Center. Day camps, sleepaway 
camps, sports camps and weeklong themed camps. 

Before and after care available for extra fee. www.jccden-
ver.org, 303.316.6307

Johnson & Wales University Girls Soccer College Prep 
Camp. Girls 14 and up wanting to play college soccer 
and know recruitment process. 4 days of preseason-like 
training sessions and small sided games. Get to know 
JWU women’s soccer staff/players, be evaluated by col-
lege coaches, train with current college players. Includes 
campus tour, college fitness talk and demonstration, 
speed/agility training, weight training, college recruit-
ing talk and interactive workbook. 7/13-16, 9am-4pm. 
Athletic trainer on-site. Workbook, T-shirt, water bottle 
included. Personal evaluation. $250. Jennifer Colley: 
303.256.9511; jcolley@jwu.edu

Johnson & Wales University Soccer College ID Camp. 
Girls 14 and up in HS, junior or 4-year college wanting 
to play college soccer and learn recruitment process. Get 
to know JWU women’s soccer staff/players. 2/22, 4/12, 
5/26, 8:30am-12 pm. Athletic trainer on-site, workbook, 
T-shirt, personal evaluation. Train w/current college soccer 
players; evaluation by JWU and other college coaches. 
$50/session. Jennifer Colley: 303.256.9511, jcolley@
jwu.edu

Johnson & Wales University Youth Basketball Day 
Camp. Ages 5-13, boys and girls. Fundamental basketball 
skills and team concepts. Skills sessions and games 
daily. 6/22- 25, 9am-4pm. Athletic trainer on-site; JWU 

coaches/players serve as counselors. $250. Quintin Grogan: 
303.256.9319, qgrogan@jwu.edu

Johnson & Wales University Youth Soccer Day Camp. Coed, 
ages 5-14. Skills sessions (dribbling, passing, shooting and 
defending) and small sided games daily. Session 1 7/20-23; 
Session 2 7/27- 30. Full-day 9am-4pm or half-day 9am-
12pm. Athletic trainer on-site. JWU players serve as counsel-
ors. JWU coaches. Half-day $150; full-day $200/per week. 
Jennifer Colley: 303.256.9511; jcolley@jwu.edu

Kathy’s Kamp Summer Enrichment Camp. 6/8-7/24. 
Affordable childcare option for working parents. Sports, 
outdoor activities, cooking classes, reading education, arts 
& crafts, swimming, etc. Run by Families Forward Resource 
Center, Z-Place, 4800 Telluride St. $75/week. 9am-3:30pm, 
with extra $5/day to start at 7am and extra $5/day to stay 
to 6pm. CCAP accepted and fundraisers available to help 
parents raise money for camp fees. familiesforwardrc.org, 
303.307.0718

LYNX National Arts and Media Camps. CU Denver camp 
for high school students interested in music industry, movie 
production, digital design, digital animation and 3D design, 
and/or photography. 
6/14-26. $1,450 for 
commuter students; 
$1,950 for residential 
students. www.ucdenver.
edu/academics/col-
leges/CAM/LYNX_Sum-
mer_Camps

Mike Giles Family 
Karate 2015 Summer 
Camps. Session one: 
6/15-6/19, session 
two: 7/20-7/24, 
session three: 8/3-8/7. 
info@mikegileskarate.
com or mikegileskarate.
com

Minds On, Hands On 
Summer Camp. 6550 E. 
21st Ave. For incoming kindergarten–incoming 7th grade. En-
richment camp to support and bring all students up to grade 
level as readers, writers and mathematicians. Morning focus 
on academics, blocks of reading, math and language. After-
noon recreational activities: cooking, arts & crafts, outdoor 
activities and constructive play. 6/8-7/24. (No session 7/3). 
9am-4pm, with early drop-off starting at 8am; late pickup 
ends at 5pm. $140/week, plus $5 for early drop-off and 
$5 for late pickup per week. Tammy Wiley:720.404.2643, 
tammyyammytyme@yahoo.com

Montessori Children’s House of Denver Summer Camp. 12 
months-6th grade. 
Explore, create and 
engage. Sessions 
include art, music, 
adventure, nature, for-
eign language, etc. 4 
Denver-area campus-
es. 303.322.8324, 
mchdenver.org

Musical Theater 
Summer Camps. 
Mon-Fri 9am-12pm. 
Disney’s Cinderella Jr. 
Ages 5-8. 6/15-19. 
Performance 6/19, 
5:30pm. $150. 

Disney’s Aladdin Jr. Ages 8-13, 6/22-26. Performance 
6/26, 5:30pm. $150. Limit: 15 students each camp. 
Roles for girls and boys. www.neighborhoodmusicstaple-
ton.com, 720.378.3668, info@neighborhoodmusicsta-
pleton.com 

Music Summer Camps. Jazz Ensemble Camp (must have 
3 years’ instrument experience) 7/13-17, 1-3 pm. $100. 
Includes Introduction to Jazz, ear training, improvisation 
and ensemble playing. www.neighborhoodmusicstaple-
ton.com, 720 378.3668 info@neighborhoodmusicsta-
pleton.com. Limit: 10 students. Piano Performance and 
Composition Camp. Ages 7-13. 6/8-12, 9am-1pm. 
$150. Students compose, perform and record own music 
in individual and collaborative setting. Limit: 15 students. 
www.neighborhoodmusicstapleton.com, 720.378.3668, 
info@neighborhoodmusicstapleton.com 

OpenWorld Learning (OWL) Summer Camps. Ages 7-13. 
Current technologies, robotics, computer programming, 
movie making. At DU, Metro, Regis, Denver Jewish Day 
School, Montessori Academy of Colo. $275/week; 
scholarships for students on free and reduced lunch. 
6/8-7/31. Weekly field trips, summer reading and 

reflection time. Drop-off 
and pickup times designed 
for working parents. www.
openworldlearning.org/
summer-camps/

School of the Poetic City. 
Camp One: Animation Lab 
(make animation) session 
1: 6/8-12 or session 2: 
6/15-19. $350/5-day 
session. Ages 5-14. 9am-
4pm. Camp Two: Urban 
Art Excursion (visit museums 
and make art), 6/22-26 
or Session 2: 6/29-7/3. 
$350/5-day session. Ages 
5-14. 9am-4pm. www.
schoolofthepoeticcity.com

Sewall Child Development Center. Weekly summer camp 
programs for children with and without special needs. 
303.399.1800, sewall.org

Skyline Soccer Camps. Ages 2.5 to 10. Multiple dates/
times. Central Park and Cramner Park locations. 
$75-$95. T-shirt included. www.skylinesoccer.org, 
303.399.1645

S.M.A.R.T. Camps. Teacher-designed fast-pace learning 
style to excite/motivate kids to set goals, work hard and 
have fun. Sports and fitness, math, art, reading, technol-
ogy, team building, goal setting and inspirational stories. 
Grades 1-6. In Stapleton area. Session 1 6/22-26; 
Session 2 7/27-31; Session 3 8/3-7. 9am-3pm. $250/
session. Tracy Schoneman: tracy_80206@yahoo.com

Soccer Academy Camps. Advanced weeklong training to 
improve skills. Transition to Bladium Kids Camp available. 
Begins 6/8. 2400 Central Park Blvd. 303.320.3033, 
denverSA@bladium.com, bladiumdenver.com/youth-kids/
soccer-academy

Spark It Studios Summer Camps 2015. Coed half-day 
create camps. 9am-12pm and 1-4 pm for ages 4 and 5 
and 6-9 and 9am-2pm for ages 10-13. Westerly Creek 
Elem. School Art Rm. Mixed media, clay, collages, paint-
ing, papier-mâché, jewelry, woodworking,  
etc. 6/15-8/14. $170+ per 5-day camp.  
www.sparkitdenver.com, 720.299.1806, pam@sparkit-

(continued from page 27)

Soccer, Wiffle Ball, 
Dodge Ball, Kickball,

Jumpers, Arts & Crafts, 
Legos®, and much more!

Ages: 5-14
Camp is offered every week 

June 8 - August 21
Cost: $275 per week, full day
Cost: $195 per week, half day

(303) 320 - 3033
denvercamps@bladium.com

bladiumdenver.com/camps

A group of young campers pause from their spaghetti to smile in the dining hall of Camp Chief Ouray.

OpenWorld Learning offers camps focused on computer 
programming.
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• Hourly Care in a Licensed Setting • Drop-In Anytime 
• Low Hourly Rates 
• Ages 1-13

*New 
 clients only

303-825-1466
         13th & Krameria

 www.kidstowncenters.com
in the King 
Soopers Plaza

Drop-off Friday  
night for $4/hr  
and miss the  
Valentine’s Night Rush!

Drop-off Friday  
night for $4/hr  
and miss the  
Valentine’s Night Rush!

Drop-off Friday  
night for $4/hr  
and miss the  
Valentine’s Night Rush!

denver.com, ansley@sparkitdenver.com 

Stapleton All Sports Multi-Sport 
Camps. Boys & girls ages 4-10. 9am-
12pm. 7/6-10, 7/13-17, 7/20-24, 
7/27-31. $150/week or $500 for all 
4 weeks. Athletes rotate through soccer, 
tennis, baseball/tee ball and football 
with fun drills and games to learn skills 
in each sport. Camps take place outside 
at Westerly Creek Elem., 26th and Ak-
ron in Stapleton. 720.985.6642, info@
stapletonallsports.com 

Stapleton All Sports Summer Golf Les-
sons. Boys & girls ages 6-12. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays (6/16, 6/18, 6/23, 
6/25, 6/30 and 7/2 from 9-10:30am. 
$175 for 6 lessons. Learn golf with 
trusted instructors at state-of-the-art Green 
Valley Ranch Golf Academy facility. 
720.985.6642, info@stapletonallsports.
com 

Stapleton All Sports Tennis Camp. Boys & girls ages 4-10. 
9am-12pm. 6/15-19 & 6/22-26). $190/week or $335 for 
both weeks. Weekly camps focus on tennis fundamentals: 
serving, forehands, backhands, ground strokes and volleys. At 
Venture Prep tennis courts, 25th & Holly. 720.985.6642, info@
stapletonallsports.com

Summer at Stanley. Child-centered program offers full-/half-
day programs for ages 4-9th grade. $180/week half-day and 
$310/week full-day. Arts, sports, science, computer program-
ming, swimming, theater, Hogwarts, academic options, etc. 
Highly qualified teaching staff in safe, fun, creative environment. 
303.360.0803 x192, www.stanleybps.org

Summer in the Parks and Teen Adventures. Quality licensed 
child care providers offer comprehensive recreational program-
ming including arts & crafts, active games & sports, aquat-
ics, field trips and special events. Community Recreation at 

720.865.0840, 
www.denvergov.
org, community.
rec@denvergov.org

Summer Sacred Art 2015. Ages 6-10. Mon-Thurs 9am-
1:30pm, 6/15-18, 6/22-25, 7/6-9, 7/13-16. $70/
child. Visual arts, music and story components, outdoor 
play and lunch (bring sack lunch). One mom and child 
session, 8/4-7, 9-11:30am for kids 6-10. Childcare 
available for young siblings this session only. $75/fam-
ily. Sandy Prouty: 303.355.1651 ext.110 or prouty@
montview.org. Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church, 1980 
Dahlia St. www.montview.org

Summer SOCCER and a MOVIE Kickoff Camp. 6/15-18, 
9am-3pm and 6/19, 9am-12pm at Denver City Park and 
Sie Film Center. Ages 6-10, grades1-5. Participants play 
games and learn basic soccer skills with experienced/
licensed soccer coaches at City Park in a.m., followed by 

lunch and closely super-
vised 10-minute walk to 
Sie Film Center in p.m. for 
age-appropriate movies. 
Campers receive T-shirt and 
a ball. www.soccerelectric.
com

Temple Emanuel Camp. 
51 Grape St. 7:30am-
5:30pm, 6/2-8/1, ages 
18 months to 6. Art, 
crafts, science, open gym, 
water play, outside time, 
music, games, story time, 
afternoon enrichments. 
303.321.7258

University of Colorado 
Anschutz Medical Campus 
Bugs and Drugs Summer 
Camp. Learn how bugs 
(bacteria, viruses, fungi) 
cause infections and how 

medications work to cure diseases. Includes interaction 
with health profession faculty members and students, 
hand-on activities and games to enhance learning. 
$100. 8/3-7, 8am-12pm. Ages 15-18. Anschutz 
Medical Campus. www.ucdenver.edu/pharmacy/bug-
sanddrugscamp

University of Colorado Sports Camps. May-Aug. day 
and overnight camps for kids all ages. Sports camps: 
football, basketball, tennis, golf, ski, volleyball and 
soccer. Work with CU coaches/athletes, experience 
life on campus. Univ. of Colorado Boulder campus. 
303.492.7931, cubuffs.com/camps

The Urban Farm. Farm experience with various 
workshops and classes. Embracing Horses horseman-
ship education and lessons. 303.307.9332, www.

theurbanfarm.org 

West Star Wilderness Backpacking Camps. Weeklong 
expeditions in Colorado Rockies. Backpacking, rafting, 
fishing, team building, survival and leadership skills. 
Scholarships available to those in need. Ted Conte: 
303.459.7195, www.weststarwilderness.com

Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum Summer 
Camp. Ages 7-13. Fun activities about aviation and our 
solar system, build planes and rockets and use flight 
simulators. www.wingsmuseum.org 

YMCA of Metropolitan Denver. Day camps for ages 
5-15 at various city locations. 720.524.2792, www.
denverymca.org 

Young Americans Center for Financial Education Day 
Camps. Weeklong camps include Young AmeriTowne, 
Girls Can, International Towne, Running Your Own 
Biz, Jr. $ense and Be Your Own Boss. 303.321.2265, 
www.yacenter.org/SummerCamps

Youth Learn to Sail Camp at Cherry Creek Reservoir. 
Ages 8-17. Learn rigging, sailboat handling, docking, 
right-of-way rules, capsize recovery, knot tying and 
marine safety; emphasis on basics and feeling com-
fortable. Instruction, sailboats and safety equipment 
included. www.sspr.org

The Colorado Rapids 
offers many summer 
camps to develop 
young players.

For kids who want to get creative, Spark 
It Studios has half-day “create camps.”

Want to print this guide,
add your own summer camp, 

or browse more resource guides? 
Visit FrontPorchStapleton.com  

> News > Resource Guides

Every Month is Heart Month at

Accredited Chest Pain Center  |  Cardiac Alert Program
Coronary Artery Disease  |  Vascular Testing & Surgery

Electrophysiology  |  Open Heart  |  Cardiac Rehabilitation

2014 “In the heart of the city, 
with a heart for the city.”

Find out your risk factors and start living a healthier life today.
Visit RoseMed.com/heart to take a FREE heart health assessment.

H e a r t  &  Va s c u l a r  C e n t e r  a t  R o s e

 Did you know?
Heart disease is the number one killer 

of both men and women, and it is more 
deadly than all forms of cancer combined.

	 	 	 	 -	American	Heart	Association
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Stapleton’s 
Real Estate Resource

®

Residential  • Commercial • Property Management

303-321-0455
www.MomentumRealtyColorado.com 

Join us 
Saturday April 18, 
from 8-11am for 
our SHRED Event!
Safely destroy old documents, 

taxes, check carbons, etc... 
The truck shreds on site. Feel free 
to bring in toiletries which will be 

donated to those in need.

RE/MAX Momentum
7505 E. 35th Ave Ste 360

Denver, CO 80238 Joe Simodynes, MDErin Welch, MD Carol Alonso, MD

Denver Dermatology Consultants, P.C.

Complete Skin Care 
as unique as you are

MEDICAL
Skin cancer   Skin checks
Acne   Eczema   Psoriasis
Warts   Rash   Phototherapy

Photodynamic therapy

COSMETIC
Physician-administered

Botox, Fillers, and
Laser Treatments

Intense Pulsed Light
Resurfacing   Pigment

Hair and Vascular Lasers
Chemical Peels

Microdermabrasion
Sclerotherapy

SURGICAL
Mohs Micrographic Surgery

Skin cancer treatment
Cosmetic excision and 

repair

www.denverderm.com    303-426-4525
2970 Quebec St Suite 200 - above Bank of the West

Stapleton Laser Center

Samantha Ghiselli, MD

Before the redevelopment of Staple-
ton could start, DIA was faced with an 
estimated cost of $75 million for removing 
the runways, taxiways and ramps from the 
old Stapleton airport. In 1998 the City of 
Denver put out a request for proposals to 
remove those structures and recycle the 
concrete and asphalt. Recycled Materials, 
Inc. got the contract and leased Stapleton 
land north of 56th where they recycled 
and sold the material. The initial estimates 
were that approximately six million tons of 
concrete and asphalt could be recycled from 
runways and two million additional tons 
of concrete and asphalt could be recycled 
from the demolition of buildings.

Recycled Materials kept up with the 
clearing of parcels to meet the development 
schedule—and initially sales of the recycled 
concrete and asphalt went well. Then the 

Centurylink Announces 1 Gig Service
Centurylink has announced that 

broadband speeds up to 1 gigabit per 
second (Gbps) are now available in 16 
neighborhoods around metro Denver, 
including Park Hill and parts of Staple-
ton.

To find out if Gig speed is available, 
go to Centurylink.com/gig and enter the 
address. Centurylink says they will be an-
nouncing more neighborhoods this year.

  DPS Puts Out  
“Call for Quality Schools”
One Elementary; One Middle  
School for Stapleton in 2016

DPS identified the following need 
for additional schools in Stapleton:

“In the neighborhoods of North-
field and Stapleton, DPS is projecting 
that additional seats will be needed at 
both the elementary and middle school 
levels in 2016. It is important to note 
that there is more than one approach 
to providing additional seats in schools. 
Sometimes it makes the most sense to 
open a new school, and other times it 
makes the most sense to add grade lev-
els to an existing school or just increase 
the size of an existing school.”

DPS will invite families and com-
munity members on its contact lists to 
learn about the proposals submitted 
at a meeting between April 15 and 
29. Check the website for updated 
information as those dates draw closer: 
http://osri.dpsk12.org/school-develop-
ment/

Letters of intent from interested 
programs are due February 20th. The 
website above will list the names of 
proposed schools and the intended 
grade levels within 48 hours. Final 
submissions are due March 20. As in-
formation becomes available, the Front 
Porch will post it on Facebook and on 
our website.

Above: Stapleton Recycle Center in approximately 2000. Below: 1.2 million tons 
of asphalt and concrete remain at the site near 56th and Havana.

recession hit and sales dropped off. Now, 
even though the economy has bounced back 
and the construction market in Denver has 
taken off, sales of the recycled concrete and 
asphalt did not recover; and Forest City 
and the City, which were expected to buy a 
significant amount of the material, did not 
end up purchasing large quantities. 

Now 1.2 million tons of concrete and 
asphalt remain on the site and Recycled 
Materials is in bankruptcy—but they have 
informed Stapleton Development Cor-
poration (SDC), which holds their lease, 
they are working with a company that is 
interested in buying the materials. There is 
no final resolution at this time, but SDC 
is working with Recycled Materials and 
exploring all options to get the land cleared 
so it can be turned over to Forest City for 
development.

What are those big mounds in Stapleton north of 56th?

Northfield High School News
   NHS Popular in DPS Choice

Principal Avi Tropper says early choice data show that 
Northfield High School has already become one of the most 
popular high school options for Denver students.

   NHS Shuttle Bus from Park n Ride
   RTD and DPS are working on a plan for a DPS shuttle bus 
to access Central Park Station and shuttle students to NHS.

NHS Athletic Fields    
The 20 acres adjoining the high school buildings have been 

transferred to the City. Through an agreement between the City 
of Denver and DPS, DPS will construct the sports fields on city-
owned land using city standards for fields. The City and DPS 
have a shared-use agreement for the times the fields will be used 
by the high school and the times it will be open to the public.

   Commons Funding
The DPS Board voted unanimously to accept the Bond 

Oversight Committee’s recommendation to allocate a total of 
$7.1 million for construction of a portion of the commons 
building at Northfield High School. Plans have not been 
finalized but it is expected that the building will include a 
kitchen (initially warming only), a cafetorium and a stage, as 
shown in the shaded area of the preliminary drawing below. 
The design will allow for future additions to the building. A 
larger image can be viewed at FrontPorchStapleton.com.

Stapleton Update

  NHS Hiring
The Northfield hiring committee, with input from 

community members, is choosing the founding team. New 
faculty and staff will be introduced in coming weeks via the 
NHS Facebook page and website.

Seating

Vestibule

Performance
Platform

KitchenServing
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Offering IV Sedation, Wisdom Tooth Removal, Implant Dentistry, Dentures and Invisalign

3545 Quebec St, Ste 110
Denver, CO 80238

Behind Sonic

303-278-3353

Dentistry For Your
Whole Family New Patient 

Special $59 
Includes Cleaning, 

Exam & Xrays.

$10,000 GIVEAWAY!!!

“You will love 
your smile. I guarantee it.”
– Dr. Kate Steele

Now open in Park Hill at 23rd & Oneida

Featuring New American Cuisine,  
Twenty Craft Beers on Draught,  

Wine and Cocktails

Open for dinner Tuesday–Sunday 
2230 Oneida St, Denver 80207

720-542-9035 • www.tabletopdenver.com

Share your comments at  
FrontPorchStapleton.com

Future Stapleton Businesses
Texas Roadhouse is under construction in 

Northfield just south and west of JC Pen-
neys. They expect to open in the spring.

Digstown doggie day care and lodging, 
currently located at Montview and Willow, 
plans to open Digstown II north of I-70 
between Central Park Blvd. and Beeler and 
south of 51st Ave. The site is zoned industrial.

An assisted living facility is planned for 
the lot just east of the Greenways apart-
ments. The current plans are for a two-sto-
ry facility that will serve 70 people, with 
10 of the units intended for memory care. 
The ownership is separate from the new 
Greenways apartments for people 55+.

Map courtesy of Matrix Design Group. Text added by the Front Porch.

Stapleton Update

WESTERLY CREEK CHANNEL

RIPARIAN and WETLAND ZONE

WESTERLY CREEK UPLANDS

UPLANDS EAST

UPLANDS WEST

Westerly Creek North

Police Offer Safety Tips 
after Multiple Robberies
Five robberies and two aggravated assaults 

occurred in Stapleton from January 1 – 24 
according to the police department’s crime 
map at Denvergov.org. All but one were on 
or near Quebec. The robbery in a Stapleton 
neighborhood, listed by police as “robbery 
of a person in the open,” was near 29th 
and Emporia at 8:45 pm on January 13. A 
description of the incident was posted on 
Nextdoor.com on January 15.

Tips from the police include:

•   Limit distractions (like phones) and pay  
     attention to people who pass you
•   Park & walk on well-lit, well-traveled streets
•   Avoid passing close to shrubbery

If a vehicle approaches and you are threat-
ened or being followed:

• ∗ Switch directions or cross the street 
∗•  Look for an open business or a nearby  
     home for assistance 
∗•  Head for a well-lighted area where  
     there are other people
∗•  Be prepared to protect yourself if some- 
     one attempts to force you into a vehicle 
∗•  Scream and run in a direction opposite  
     of the vehicle 

Weather permitting, regrading of 
the channel and other earth moving 
are expected to start in February.

The major paths, shown in white, are 
concrete; the main east-west path is 12 feet 
wide. Not shown on this map are 4-foot 
wide crusher fines paths that are single track 
“get-aways” from the main trail system. One 
is along the rubble edge in Uplands East. The 
other is on the east side of the creek.

UPLANDS EAST

UPLANDS WEST

Smith Rd.

Boston St.

D
ayton St.

H
avana St.

Florence WayE. 33rd Ave.

Construction on the long awaited West-
erly Creek North open space park is 
expected to begin in February. The city 

has been moving the project rapidly through the 
planning and approval processes in order to get 
the grading of the channel completed during 
Colorado’s dry season. 

The project will be done in two phases: 
phase one includes the earthwork and the pedes-
trian bridge over the creek; phase two is the 
irrigation, trails and landscaping. It is hoped the 
park can be completed by the end of 2015, with 

<–To Central Park Blvd.

trails ready for public use, but planted areas will 
be fenced off until the landscaping takes hold.

A large wetlands area at the confluence with 
Sand Creek was originally planned, but due to 
water rights issues there will instead be “side 
pocket wetlands” along the inside bends. 

With the heavy floods that have occurred in 
the past few years, Westerly Creek visitors have 
become familiar with seeing the park become a 
roaring flood channel during 100-year floods. 
This stretch, like the rest of Westerly Creek, has 
a carefully calculated and designed slope to the 

stream and banks to best contain floodwater. 
The pedestrian bridge will function similar to 
the ones downstream; a 10-year flood will go 
under it and a 100-year flood will go over it. 

Three land forms will be created in Uplands 
East with earth removed during the regrading 
of the creek. An estimated 118,000 cubic yards 
will be moved from the creek bed to form the 
mounds shown on the map.
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SUN Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meeting) and 7:30pm (Board meeting) at 
the Central Park Recreation Center, 9651 MLK Jr. Blvd.  For information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. 

To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 

SUN 2015 Board Elections Coming Up

Sunday Worship: 8 am | 10:30 am
5000 E Alameda Ave  |  Denver CO 80246  |  303-388-4678  |  www.augustanadenver.org

Lent at Augustana Lutheran Church…
Ash Wednesday, February 18

Worship/Communion - 11 a.m. • 7 p.m.
Soup Lunch - Noon
Pancake Supper - 5:30–7 p.m.

•
•
•

Mid-week Lenten Study:
“Making Sense of Scripture”

Tuesdays, February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 11 a.m.
Thursdays, February 26, March 5, 12, 19, 26, 6 p.m.

•
•

Landscape Architecture
Master Plans • Hardscape • Plants

Urban Gardens • 303.320.0392
Sarah Christian • Stapleton Owned Business

www.urbangardensinc.com

Great Selection of Craft Beers, Wine,
and Spirits. Best prices in area.

10% off 6 bottles of wine
$5 off purchase of $50 or more

Must mention ad

303.287.4071
5275 Quebec Street

North of I-70, across from Post Office

Having More Retirement 
Accounts is Not the Same 
as Having More Money.
When it comes to the number of retirement accounts 
you have, the saying “more is better” is not necessarily 
true. In fact, if you hold multiple accounts with various 
brokers, it can be difficult to keep track of your invest-
ments and to see if you’re properly diversified.* At the 
very least, multiple accounts usually mean multiple fees. 
Bringing your accounts to Edward Jones could help solve 
all that. Plus, one statement can make it easier to see if 
you’re moving toward your goals. 
*Diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against loss.

To learn why consolidating your retirement  
accounts to Edward Jones makes sense,  
call your local financial advisor today.

Natalie J Robbins, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
2373 Central Park Blvd, Ste 104
Denver, CO 80238  
303-320-7752

www.edwardjones.com

IRT-1435B-A

By Mark Mehringer 

The first Board of Directors of SUN was elected in the 
spring of 2004. During the past 11 years, a lot has 
changed in our community, and your neighborhood 

association board has always sought to keep the community 
engaged in every key decision along the way.

Not only does SUN organize the annual Stapleton Block 
Party Day and the Kickball Tournament to help bring neigh-
bors together, but the SUN Board and SUN’s committees 
have also played key roles in the development and lay out of 
new schools, streets, buildings, blocks, and parks, and that 
will continue to be the case as long as Stapleton grows and 
residents remain involved.

Coming up in the next couple of years, Stapleton will also 
see a new high school open this fall, a commuter train line 
start service next year, new pools and parks built, and more.

Now it is time to make plans for another year of progress 
with the election of members to the SUN Board of Directors. 
Of the 15 seats on the SUN Board, eight are up for election 
this spring. If you want to see Stapleton grow into a great 
neighborhood, with terrific amenities, town centers, and a 
strong sense of community, please consider joining the SUN 
Board.

A nominating committee will soon be formed to identify 
members of the Stapleton community who are committed 
to leading efforts to organize neighbors according to SUN’s 
mission. Please consider sharing your voice and experience 
by becoming a candidate for the SUN Board of Directors. As 
Stapleton is always growing, SUN is committed to a diverse 
board and welcomes residents from all areas and parts of our 
neighborhood.

SUN Board Election FAQs
What is SUN, and what role does it play in the 
neighborhood?

The mission of SUN is to work for the betterment of 
the Stapleton neighborhood and the City and County of 
Denver by providing: (i) a forum for residents living within 
the boundaries of SUN to discuss and resolve issues; (ii) a 

network of communication; and (iii) a means of acting on 
matters of importance to the community as a whole. Check 
out the SUN website at www.stapletonunitedneighbors.
com for more information.

What do SUN board members do?
SUN board members are responsible for helping bring 

the mission of SUN to life. This entails at least the follow-
ing responsibilities: 

Attendance at 8 or more of the 10 SUN board meetings 
each year; 

Chairing or serving on at least one SUN committee or 
serving as a SUN liaison on a Stapleton Citizens’ Adviso-
ry Board (CAB) or Stapleton Development Corporation 
(SDC) committee (parks advisory group, zoning and plan-
ning, housing diversity, community communications and 
design review) or serving as a SUN liaison to Inter-Neigh-
borhood Cooperation (INC);

Authoring at least one article per year for the SUN Spot 
section of the Front Porch; and

Attending and helping out with SUN-sponsored com-
munity events and forums.

What is the time commitment involved?
Monthly SUN board meetings typically last an hour 

and a half and are held once a month (or less). Beyond 
that, keeping up with voice mail, email, authoring a SUN 
Spot article and attending other events and meetings can 
add as little as a few minutes to a few hours per week. As a 
general rule, SUN will involve about 10 hours a month of 
time commitment.

What do I need to do to run for the SUN Board?
The application process entails submitting a 200-word 

statement of interest and bio to SUN (StapletonUnited-
Neighbors@gmail.com) and attending the SUN Forum 
and Election in the spring (exact date to be announced 
soon). Statements of interest and bios will be published in 
the April issue of the Front Porch. They will also be posted 
online on SUN’s website at www.StapletonUnitedNeigh-
bors.org.

2015 Legislative Issues
fund public programs by only paying for those programs once they 
achieve certain outcomes.”

“An example is recidivism rates for those coming out of prison. 
Now 50% of all prisoners when released will be back in jail within 3 
years. The average sentence on a new conviction is around 5 years at 
around $40k a year. That costs about $200,000 for one of every two 
inmates we release. We know there are highly successful programs 
where you spend $10-$15,000 to get someone work training and 
a job share—programs where the state pays part of the salary for 
the first 6 months to encourage a company to hire. You can invest 
$15,000 and save over $100,000 of future corrections spending.” 
Johnston says this bill would allow local governments and nonprofit 
providers to enter into contracts that would only obligate the state 
to pay for services if the contractor delivered on the outcome. The 
program would have to find investors, who would be repaid with 
the money the state saved.

Johnston says Utah has already done this with an early childhood 
education program.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Rep. Angela Williams says workforce development (putting peo-

ple to work) and encouraging business growth are areas that both 
Republicans and Democrats are focused on this year. 

Workforce development
She says, “there is a need for programs that would train workers 

who lost jobs and their current skills don’t get them a job that pays a 
livable wage.” While supporting educational programs that prepare 
students for college, Williams also thinks we have to create options 
for those who want a skill that’s not part of a four-year degree pro-
gram. “We have to look at how we train our young people and give 
them hands on training and certificate programs that allow them to 
get into the workforce sooner.” 

Business growth
Williams says last year bills were passed to encourage aerospace, 

advanced industry, and incubators for technology in Colorado. She 
adds the energy industry to that list this year. “The energy industry 
is growing and we’re going to be putting a lot of effort there—not 
just training but promoting energy and energy businesses and the 
training of people who want to be in those industries.”

Condo development
Condo development has slowed in Colorado. “There’s an effort 

starting in the senate now to see if we can come to agreement to 
address these issues around construction defects,” says Williams. 
Developers say they there is too much risk under the existing law 
that allows them to be sued by individuals rather than groups of 
owners or condo associations. 

Personal property tax exemption
Williams helped pass a bill last year that raised the business per-

sonal property tax exemption from $7,000 to $15,000. She hopes to 
get it raised further this year.

RENEWABLE ENERGY
Rep. McCann says she would like to make Colorado the re-

newable energy capital of the country. She is sponsoring a bill that 
would benefit to renewable energy companies that locate in Enter-
prise Zones. Companies in Enterprise Zones get a 25% tax credit 
on certain expenditures. This bill would allow renewable energy 
companies to use 80% of their tax credit as cash, up to $750,000 
per year per company. The companies would have to commit to 
reinvesting the money in Colorado. 

EDUCATIONAL TESTING
Senator Mike Johnston says legislators are looking for common 

sense ways to try to reduce burden of testing but be sure parents 
and community have good information about how kids are doing 
and schools are doing. He thinks there will be a proposal to: reduce 
some testing at the high school level, particularly in social studies 
and for 12th graders; reduce and streamline testing from kindergar-
ten to 3rd grade; and provide better resources and support, especial-
ly technology, for testing in grades 3-8.

“We’ll work with districts to determine what local tests are 
duplicated by state ones and remove the local ones. National and 
local studies have found that about 70% of the total testing burden 
is coming from local districts.

“We’re going to try to make clear for parents what the test is, 
what it’s purpose is and who’s requiring it.”

(continued from page 7)
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Ciechanowicz
PAINTING

INTERIORS & EXTERIORS

• Meticulous
• Quick
• Faux Finishes
• Free Estimates

Mike Ciechanowicz
303-324-1653
mbsn7789@q.com
A+ Business rating with the BBB
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to 23000 for 
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© 2014 HealthONE LLC

Less than 5 miles away
Shortest wait times 
Our pediatric emergency 

specialists and all 
pediatric-trained nurses

are ready 24/7.

19th Ave. & High St. | Denver
RockyMountainHospitalForChildren.com

NOW ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!

HONEST
COMPASSIONATE

CARE
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

Monday – Friday 8:00A-5:00P

2373 Central Park Blvd., Suite 202  
Denver, Colorado 80238

720.723.2176

Valerie B. Ginsburg, MD, FACOG     •     www.stapletonwomenshealth.com

service directory

submit a classified ad
Classified ad cost is 25 cents per character, including spaces. Classified ads are 
accepted only by email. Send to FrontPorch3@gmail.com.  Ads must be received by 
the 15th and paid by the 17th to run in the next issue. For more information visit 
www.FrontPorchStapleton.com > Classified Advertising > Paid Print Ads.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
AND LEASING – Specializing 
in Stapleton & Park Hill. Call 
or email John Carranza – 
303-489-6196 
jmcarranza@comcast.net. 
www.stapleton360.com
PROPERTY MGMT-TJC-
Management.com-Stapleton/
Lowry/ParkHill. Top $$ for 
rentals. Avg vacancy <2days/
yr. 303-324-6988

for rEnt
Park Hill & Stapleton:  
www.stapleton360.com
RENTALS available-Varied 
prices/sizes in NE area 
TJCManagement.com, 303-
324-6988

DESIGN/REMODEL/
HANDYMAN
BASEMENTS Best Builders- Best 
in Quality and Design at truly 
affordable prices. Call Jim at 720-
276-7704
HANDYMAN & REMODELING 
– Serving Stapleton since 2001. 
Free Estimates 303-333-4507
HANDYMAN Affordable, No 
job too small-Bob 720-434-3649 
fixedit40@gmail.com
HOME REMODELING AND 
REPAIRS. Expert, Local area since 
1975. Al 303-995-2585
HOME RENOVATIONS/
REPAIRS- Painting, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Tile, Drywall, Wood 
Floors. Prices Can't Be Beat. B&D 
Renovations 720-404-2649
LIC. GC. Finish Carpentry, 
Remodeling, Home Repairs. Small 
difficult jobs welcome. 22 yrs in 
Park Hill. Peter 720-291-6089

ELECTRICAL/
PLUMBING 	
MASTER PLUMBER –Mr.Plumber, 
Est.1978, Licensed, best prices, 
credit cards ok. Jeff 303-523-6652 
www.mrplumberdenver.com

HOME SERVICES 
MISC 
GUTTER CLEANING, Window 
Cleaning and House Cleaning, call 
303-329-8205
PIANO TUNING, 30 yrs exp., 
Piano Technicians Guild, David 
Nereson 303-355-5770

HOUSECLEANING 	
HOUSECLEANING-Mature-hon-
est-friendly-Dependable. 303-
671-9065

HOUSECLEANING-Member BBB 
www.ToptoBottomCleaning.biz 
or call Diane 303-668-4014
HOUSECLEANING-White 
Magic-Excellent rates and 
references. Weekly, monthly, 
one-time only. 720-371-3290

PAINTING 	
PAINTERS-Int./Ext. repairs, 
ins.Refs.Owner works on site 
with small, highly skilled crew. 
Craftsmanship and integrity for 
33 years. Call Mike 303-388-
8151
PAINTING-Affordable, Excep-
tional Results 303-474-8882 / 
720-338-1453 –  
www.jcspainting.com – Staple-
ton References
PAINTING-Premier Paint 
Works: Denver's Paint Special-
ists since 1993. int/ext neat, 
insured, impeccable refs. John 
303-864-9247

PERSONAL  
SERVICES MISC
African Marimba music 
classes, ages 8+ High-energy 
fun! 720-206-6432
COUNSELOR-Ron Wilcoxson 
MA,LPC. 25+ years experience. 
Depression, LGBT issues, rela-
tionships. 303-974-4467,  
www.RonWilcoxson.com
DRUM LESSONS- guaranteed 
results, Eastside drums,303-320- 
0514

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 	
HAUL AWAY Junk-Trash-Appli-
ances, anything.Taddy 303-525-
5421

jobs
Part-time nanny 
position available in Park 
Hill starting mid-February. 
Approximately 25 -30 hours 
per week. Help look after 
delightful 5 year old before, 
after school. Some evening 
and weekend work. Call 
Peter 303-916-3360

Stapleton Trees Blocking Stop Signs

Letter to the Editor
Keep No-Event Days for City Park

I would like to comment on recent demands 
for more events in City Park. There are pres-
ently two weekend days each summer month 
during which day events are not scheduled in 
City Park. The Department of Parks and Recre-
ation has been respecting this schedule for many 
years. This means that there are six weekend 
summer days when the park is unscheduled.

The advocates for more events are, in 
effect, demanding that these six days of passive 
park availability would no longer be permitted 
in City Park. I find this selfish, un-neighborly 

By Carol Roberts

With Stapleton trees now 10 or 
more years old, many of them are 
interfering with the visibility of 

stop signs, a violation of Denver Municipal 
Code.

Up to 300 notices have been sent to 
Stapleton homeowners that they are required 
to prune or remove plant material to clear vis-
ibility within 150 feet of stop signs or traffic 
signals, says Scott Gilmore, deputy executive 
director of Parks and Planning. The tree lawn 
in front of homes is in the city’s right of way, 
but homeowners are required to maintain it.

Gilmore says the city will work with 
homeowners to save as many trees as possi-
ble and only about five trees will have to be 
removed in Stapleton. The rest just require 
pruning. “Stapleton is a new community and 
a lot of new trees have been planted. As those 
trees grow, some limbs are obstructing signs,” 
says Gilmore, who points out that they en-
force the same policy all over the city.

The notices say homeowners have three 
weeks from the date on the notice to com-
ply. And failure to correct the violation will 
result in a citation for $150 and subsequent 
citations for up to $999.

But Gilmore points out that these are 
just notices, not citations. “We’ll work with 
residents. We just want to be sure they’re 
working with our Forestry Department to 
address any safety issues caused by these trees 
that are blocking signs.

“We’re not going to issue any fines. We’re 
going to work with the citizens to try to make 
sure that we’re saving as many trees as possi-
ble. The last thing the Forestry Department 
wants is to cut down trees,” says Gilmore.

Arboreal Inspector Mara Fielding-Purdy 
reminds those who hire tree trimming that 
they are required to hire licensed contractors. 
A list of licensed contractors and a diagram 
that shows do-it-yourselfers how to properly 
trim a tree are posted at FrontPorchStapleton.
com. City requirements for trees in the right-
of-way are:

–Trees must clear the sidewalks by 6.5 feet 
       and clear streets by 13.5 feet.

–Stop signs must be visible from 150 feet.
–Safety pruning includes dead, broken  

       or dangerous limbs greater than or equal  
       to two inches in diameter.

For more information contact Mara 
Fielding-Purdy at 720-913-0644 or mara.
fielding-purdy@denvergov.org.

and a failure to recognize 100 years of City 
Park’s history.

Rather, I would like to see those two days 
of no events coordinated so that neighbors 
can know in advance the timing on these 
precious days. If the second weekend of every 
month would be made into a family use of 
the park for traditional park uses—picnics, 
bikes, roller skates, sun bathing, hide and 
seek, volley ball, etc.—we would have an 
opportunity to measure the need for park 
space as opposed to events.

—Tom Morris South, City Park resident

Stapleton Update
(continued)
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www.SapphirePediatrics.com

Compassionate, state-of-the-art healthcare for your children

Small     Personable     Perfect

Be Our Valentine!
Robin Larabee, MD. | Sarah Humphreys, MD.
Molly Gilpin, PA-C. | Stacy Parmenter, PA-C.

Current photos by Steve Larson, The Front Porch

Photo courtesy of the University of Northern Colorado Archival Services Department.

By Maegan Parker Brooks

“Dearfield represents the efforts of African 
Americans to make better lives for them-
selves during the era of Jim Crow—to 

promote creative and innovative ways to aspire to the 
American dream,” explains Colorado State Historian 
Bill Convery. In fact, Dearfield was named for the af-
fectionate sentiment its settlers held for the dry plains 
land that gave them a chance at self-sufficiency. 

Dearfield Embodies Spirit of Racial Uplift
Dearfield’s founder, Oliver Tousaint “O.T.” Jack-

son, was inspired by the preeminent national advo-
cate for black advancement, Booker T. Washington. 
Jackson, who migrated to Denver from Cleveland in 
1890, was entrepreneurial. According to the Weld 
County Genealogical Society, Jackson worked as a 
caterer, a messenger for the governor, he operated a 
filling station and he worked in real estate. Jackson also 
established a chapter of Washington’s National Negro 
Business League (NNBL), an organization designed to 
“enhance the commercial and economic prosperity of 
the African American community” (www.blackpast.
org). 

Dearfield was in keeping with the NNBL’s mission. 
To found the settlement, Jackson acquired 320 acres, 
nearly 30 miles southeast of Greely, through the 1909 
Homestead Act. Jackson then persuaded seven more 
black families to acquire land. What began with seven 
homesteaders in 1910 grew to 700 Dearfield residents 
by 1920. At its peak, Dearfield had over 15,000 acres 
under cultivation and was valued at $750,000—more 
than $10 million in today’s dollars.

Twenty-seven black families farmed this land 
through a process known as “dryland” farming, 
wherein farmers, in the absence of irrigation, depended 
upon precipitation to grow such crops as winter wheat, 
potatoes and sugar beets. For several years, the dryland 
farming technique yielded enough crops to sustain the 
community and to sell at the local railroad station. 

Erma Downey Ingram, who was raised in Dear-

field, described in an oral history interview for the 
Storytellers Project how her mother and siblings 
“worked the fields” during the week while her 
father “walked the tracks” for Union Pacific. Oth-
er men in the community, explains Dr. George 
Junne, professor and chair of Africana Studies at 
the University of Northern Colorado (UNC), 
worked in places like Denver and Boulder during 
the week to “raise additional money to purchase 
farm equipment while the women tended to the 
families and the fields. The men would return to 
Dearfield on the weekends to help more.” 

This steadfast work ethic illustrates just how 
“driven the community was to succeed,” suggests 
Junne, who reasons that there was both a personal 
and a communal draw to the idea of Dearfield. 
Some settlers came because “they loved the idea 
of black people moving upward,” while others 
saw in Dearfield the possibility of “land owner-
ship” and personal opportunity in a prospering 
community. 

For Ingram’s family, it was a bit of both. 
Unlike the exploitative sharecropping system that 
dominated the South, the all-black community 
of Dearfield fostered pride in ownership. Ingram 
recounted her family’s experience in Dearfield 
with satisfaction: “My folks were working for 
themselves then. No sharecrop there.” 

Nearly 50 years after slavery ended in the 
U.S., and in an era of white supremacist backlash 
to black gains made during Reconstruction, the 
dream of self-sufficiency and prosperity drew 
blacks to Dearfield. The initial settlers came from 
cities in Colorado, but once word spread about 
Dearfield’s success, blacks migrated from places as 
far away as Arkansas, Tennessee and Georgia. 

Booker T. Washington’s support for Dearfield 
engendered national recognition. This support 
was gained through Jackson’s NNBL connection 
and also because Dearfield was much more than a 
successful plot of agricultural land. The settle-
ment boasted a one-room schoolhouse, a dance 
pavilion, a filling station, a lunchroom, a cement 
factory, platted streets, and two churches—one 
Methodist and one Baptist. 

Convery notes, furthermore, that Jackson and 
Washington had plans to develop an agricultural 
college there, similar to the Tuskegee Institute 

Dearfield (continued from page 1)
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Full class schedule online or call 303.777.1003 x2
In Lowry at the CFU campus, 7653 E. 1st Place • Denver, CO 80230

COME PLAY
WITH US!

group classes & 
private lessons
for kids, teens 

& adults

summer camps
for kids

next session
starts March 2

Get Back in the
wing of Things
Relieve Spine, Joint and Nerve 

Pain Without Surgery
Personalized treatment utilizing the latest minimally invasive 

procedural techniques, diagnostic test, medications & rehabilitation therapies. 

Dr. Fuller is a Harvard trained triple board certified physician.

Brian Fuller, M.D. • 303.355.3700
www.mountain-spine.com
2373 Central Park Blvd, Ste 303, Denver, CO 80238

Historic photos courtesy of City Greeley Museums, Permanent Collection

Far left: This 
current photo 
shows a mon-
ument to the 
historic town 
of Dearfield 
and one of the 
few remaining 
structures.

Left: Town 
founder O.T. 
Jackson holds 
Booker T. 
Washington, 
III. His father 
Booker T. 
Washington, Jr. 
at right.

Right: A gath-
ering of bug-
gies and early 
automobiles in 
Dearfield.

in Alabama. Although their plans were eventually foiled by the Dust 
Bowl of the 1930s, Washington’s support of Dearfield suggests that 
this settlement was significant in its context. 

Dearfield Represents Colorado’s Spirit
Dearfield is also significant in terms of Colorado history, embody-

ing as it does both the spirit of the state and the region’s struggles. 
Dearfield, explains Convery, “represents a dream, and Colorado is full 

of dreamers. People come here with all kinds of aspirations. 
For O.T. Jackson and the citizens of Dearfield, that dream of 
self-sufficiency was enough for them to basically risk every-
thing they had built up in order to achieve that dream.” 

While Convery celebrates Dearfield as an inspiration, he 
also points out “the other part of that story,” which “is a story 
of how challenging it can be to live in Colorado’s environ-
ment. It wasn’t racism that brought Dearfield down,” reminds 
Convery. “It was the same drought and agricultural depression 
that wiped out hundreds of thousands of farmers in the Great 
Plains in the 1920s and 30s. Drought is colorblind. That is 
the bittersweet story of Colorado, of achieving something 

special for a very brief period of time and being challenged 
by the land to sustain that. That’s a very Colorado story.”

There are a handful of Coloradans banding together to 
preserve the settlement so that Dearfield’s story can be told 
for generations to come. The Black American West Mu-
seum in Denver owns what remains of Dearfield and the 
museum is continuing to raise funds to “preserve, protect 
and tell the story of this historical town” (www.blackameri-
canwestmuseum.org).

Meanwhile, the site—even in its timeworn state—con-
tinues to draw both regional and international attention. 
Junne, who leads walking tours of Dearfield, recalls a 

busload of German 
tourists who visited the 
site a few years back and 
he mentions that a teacher 
from Castle Rock brings 
a group of second-graders 
there each year. Scholars 
like Junne will gather on 
March 7, 2015, for the 
annual meeting of the 
Dearfield Association. The 
meeting will be held at 
UNC’s University Center 
from 9:30am–3:30pm. 
This event is free and 
open to the public. For 
more information about 
the conference, contact 
Junne directly (george.
junne@unco.edu).
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Whether buying, selling or investing 
in commercial or residential real estate, 

we fetch results with our distinctive 
concierge approach that your 

whole family can feel at home with.

Damon Knop/Owner Broker

303-332-8754 | Damon@DistinctiveDenver.com

Marissa Ross

720-280-8416 | MarissaRoss@me.com

Katie Knop

720-323-5667 | Katie@DistinctiveDenver.com

Erin Lockwood

720-982-6211 | Erin@ErinLockwood.com

WHETHER MOVING

OUT, UP OR IN...
Experience the 

Distinctive Advantage

distinctivedenver.com

Another Failed
Resolution?

Get REAL Results
with Medical

Weight Loss Expert
Dr. Angela Tran

2373 Central Park Blvd 
Ste 300, Denver, CO

80238

Before After

• Lose weight safely and effectively 
without surgery

• Reach your goal weight and learn how 
to maintain it

• See Dr. Tran regularly one-on-one
• Achieve weight loss and fitness under 

one roof

FREE Consultation & Body
Fat Analysis

Call 303-321-0023 Now! 
A $200 Value. Expires 02/28/15. Financing Available.

Dr. Angela Tran
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