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and deals for customers. “We’d like for people 
regionally to come here to spend their hard-earned 
bucks on people who are really good at what they 
do, but also share the same values of a collaborative 
culture,” owner Mark Shaker says. 

For an element of suspense, he is revealing the 
businesses gradually. Read about the latest eight 
businesses to be announced. 
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What’s New at Stanley?
By Madeline Schroeder

Construction workers, event planners, police 
officers, a nearby resident, and a person in 
media. Within a single hour, all of these 

people individually visited the massive project at 
2501 Dallas in Aurora for various reasons. The 
site has a constant chirp of activity as anticipation 
grows for Stanley Marketplace.

The 140,000-square foot building that was 
used to manufacture aviation ejector seats will be 
a food and entertainment hub, Stanley Market-
place, and open in spring 2016. Demolition was 
completed at the end of August, launching full-on 
construction in early September. The building 
received landmark status in August for three ele-
ments: maintaining the hangar doors, restoring the 

original Stanley sign, and keeping the color scheme.
The marketplace will be organized by “neighbor-

hoods,” or areas of similar businesses, like a health 
and beauty neighborhood or a breakfast and coffee 
neighborhood. The owners of Stanley have selected 
their favorite Denver businesses to join their vision. 
The new businesses already meet for happy hours 
and discuss how they can collaborate on events 

Affordable Housing: A Hot Topic in  
Stapleton, in Denver and in the Nation
By Carol Roberts

Over 20 years 
ago, as for-
ward-looking 

Denver residents helped 
plan the new neigh-
borhood to be built 
on Stapleton airport 
land, having a diverse 
range of housing was 
high on their list. That 
decision was made at a 
time when affordable 
housing in most of 
the country was being 
provided in large public 
housing projects that 
were separated from 
more prosperous parts 
of the community. 

Today the nation-
al housing policy is 
mirroring the diverse 
housing policy in the 
Stapleton Development Plan. The model 
of the future, says Rick Garcia, Denver’s re-
gional administrator for Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD), 
is “housing units [that] 
are dispersed within the 
broader community and 
a mix of incomes … 
throughout the entire 
community.”

Affordable Housing in  
the News

Recently, a Supreme 
Court decision, a highly 
acclaimed new HBO 
series, and a Harvard 
research project that 
looked at the outcomes 
for children who grew 
up in poor neighbor-
hoods but moved to 
a more affluent one, 
have all contributed to 
a national conversation 
on affordable housing. 
In Denver, the mayor 

is proposing that the city should have an 
ongoing sustainable source of funding for 
affordable housing. (continued on page 14)

Signs on empty lots in Stapleton desig-
nate future development plans. The ones 
that say “Starting in the mid $100s” refer 
to homes in Denver’s for-sale Affordable 
Housing Program.

Micha Hanson gets off 
the boat to swim a leg 
of the channel relay.

Stanley marketplace will have a com-
munity area in the center for people to 
hang out and use free Wi-Fi. Upstairs, 
the “Mad Men Suites” will offer short- or 
long-term rentable office space for indi-
viduals and businesses. 

A nearby distillery offers cocktail 
classes and tours of their small, busy 
operation.

R
endering provided by M

ark Shaker

(continued on page 3)
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Sponsored by Stapleton MCA

!
SEPTEMBER SEPTEMBER

Most of the events listed below are FREE or support nonprofits. (Pools require a pass 
or entry fee.) All are open to the public. Additional events are listed on pages 31-33.) 

OCTOBER

* More information at Events@stapletoncommunity.com
Founders Green: E. 29th Ave. and Roslyn St.
Conservatory Green: Valentia & E. 49th Place
Sam Gary Library: 2961 Roslyn St.
Central Park Rec Center: 9651 E. MLK Blvd. 
Bluff Lake Nature Center: 4755 Paris
Aviator pool: 8054 E. 28th Ave.
Puddle Jumper pool: 2401 Xenia St.
F15 pool: 2831 Hanover St.
Jet Stream pool: 3574 Alton St.
Runway 35 pool: 8863 E. 47th Ave.
Maverick pool: 8822 Beekman Pl.
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businesses in Stapleton, Park Hill, Lowry, 
Montclair, Mayfair, Hale and East Colfax.wwww.FrontPorchStapleton.com
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Thursday, October 1
RTD public meeting about service adjustments with 
opening of the East Line and I-225 line. At The Hub, 
8230 Northfield Blvd, suite 1350 across from Toby 
Keith’s.

Saturday, October 3
6th Annual FarmFest at The Urban Farm, 10200 
Smith Rd. 10am-6pm. Pony rides, face painting, 
carnival games, live music, and more. www.
theurbanfarm.org

Sunday, October 18
Farmers Market and pumpkin patch. 8:30am-
12:30pm. Founders Green* Local vendors. Call 
Master Community Association at 303.388.0724

Thursday, October 22
Active Minds Seminar. 6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary 
Library* www.activeminds.com

Fri., Oct. 23- Sun., Oct. 25
CherryArts Festival at Stanley Marketplace, 2501 
Dallas. Art, food, design, live entertainment. See 
schedule at CherryCreekArtsFestival.org/cher-
ry-arts-festival

Every Sunday
Farmers Market, 8:30am-12:30pm. Founders 
Green*

Every Tuesday
Lowry Farmers Market. 4pm-dusk. Hangar 2, 7581 
E Academy Blvd. 

Thursday, September 10
Active Minds Seminar. 6:45-7:45pm Sam Gary 
Library* www.activeminds.com

Saturday, September 12
5280 Wine Festival. 11am-5pm. Featuring winer-
ies, demonstrations, vendors, free entertainment. 
Northfield Main Street. www.ticketswest.com/
events/5280-wine-festival/58552/

Fri., Sept. 18 & Sat., Sept. 19
StapletOM Yoga Festival at Founders Green* Free 
admission includes live music and yoga perfor-
mance. www.StapletOM.com

Wednesday, September 23
5th Annual Cherrity Pie Festival at Anchor Center 
for Blind Children, 2550 Roslyn. Benefits go to the 
school. http://anchorcenter.org/ or 303.377.9732

Friday, September 25
Blues and Brews on the Bluff. 6-9pm. Music, food 
and craft beer. Bluff Lake Nature Center, 3400 
Havana Way. www.blufflakenaturecenter.org

Saturday, September 26
Northeast Denver Walk Fest. 12-4pm at Holly 
Square, 33rd and Holly. Join 10 walking routes, 
free hot dogs and hamburgers, music, shoe give-
away. netransportation.org/newalkfest/

Saturday, September 26
Last Sweet William Market. Founders Green* 
9am-2pm. Call Master Community Association at 
303.388.0724

Saturday, September 26
RTD East Rail Line Public Open House at Central 
Park Station Park-n-Ride, Smith Road and Uinta 
Street. 11am-1pm. View designs, learn about train 
cars, enjoy food and prizes. www.rtd-denver.com 
or call Joshua Solis at 303.297.5284

Sat., Sept. 26 & Sun., Sept 27
Stapleton Open Studios Tour. 11am-5pm. Visit 
Stapleton artists’ home studios. www.stapletonarts.
com. See page 4.
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The Exchange
The MCA is pleased to partner with Mo’ 
Betta Greens for an evening market on 
Thursday, Sept. 3rd &  Sept. 10th from 
5–8pm. Bring your extra produce to swap or 
just come and shop at the vendors featuring 
a variety of local produce and goods. It’s a 
perfect place to put down your blanket and 
have dinner. There will be food demonstra-
tions, music, activities and food trucks. We 
look forward to seeing you on Conservatory 
Green.

Stapleton Rocks … a Concert for a Cause
Our annual Stapleton Rocks Concert will be 
held on Friday, Sept. 11 from 6–10pm and 
Saturday, Sept. 12 from 4–10pm on The 
Green at 29th Ave. Get ready for two days of 
great music, games and other activities! This 
year all proceeds from activities and conces-
sions will benefit Work Options for Women. 
The schedule for the bands is available at 
www.stapletoncommunity.com.

Saturday Night Live…For Kids Only!
Stapleton MCA and Central Park Recreation 
Center are partnering to host a night of fun 
for children ages 7–12 from 6–9pm. The 
first SNL will be on Saturday, Sept. 12 at the 
Central Park Rec Center. Join us for a night 
of fun with games, dinner, snacks and more! 
Pre-registration is $15 and available at www.
stapletoncommunity.com.

Dog Daze
On Sunday, Sept. 13 before winterizing the 
pool for the season, F-15 will open its gates 
once again to offer an afternoon of fun for 
our furry friends. All dogs will have plenty 
of room to run, swim, fetch and socialize 
throughout the afternoon. A DJ will be 
poolside pumping out fun-themed tunes and 
taking special requests from the crowd.
The following schedule is based on the size 
of your pet:
Small Dogs (Less than 40lbs) 1–1:45pm
Pool Cleared 1:45–2pm
Large Dogs (Over 40lbs) 2–3pm
Cost is $5 Early Event Fee; $10 at door 
(with space available)
All proceeds will benefit Planned Pethood 
Plus, Inc.

StapletOM Yoga Festival
This yoga festival will feature classes, ven-
dors, food trucks, local beer and wine and 
live music. The event will take place on The 
Green at 29th Ave. on Friday, Sept. 18 and 
Saturday, Sept. 19. For tickets and informa-
tion, visit www.stapletOM.com.

Active Minds Seminar
This is a free, no-reservation-needed public 
program brought to you by the Stapleton 
MCA. Location: Sam Gary Library, 2961 
Roslyn St.

Thursday, Sept. 10, 6:45–7:45pm
Napoleon
This June marks 200 years since Napoleon’s 
defeat at Waterloo. Join Active Minds as we 

review this important leader’s life and 
legacy. We will seek to understand the 
man and his impact in his time, as well as 
how his leadership changed the world in 
ways still having an impact today.

Thursday, Sept. 24, 6:45–7:45pm
Cuba: Past, Present, Future
With President Obama’s recent an-
nouncement signaling a historic shift 
in U.S. policy toward Cuba, join Active 
Minds for a past, present and future look 
at our communist southern neighbor. We 
will cover Castro’s revolution, the Bay of 
Pigs, Cuban Missile Crisis, Guantánamo 
Bay and current implications of the U.S. 
policy change.

Final Friday Night Flights-Wine Tastings
The final event of the season is Fri-
day, Sept. 25 from 7–9pm at the West 
Crescent. We will take a flight to various 
countries to sample varying wines and 
offer a food pairing. The Grape Leaf will 
host the evening and provide fun-filled 
education about wines and cheeses 
provided. Tickets are $25 per person and 
you will be treated to the backdrop of 
the black-and-white film, The Artist, and 
fire pits to warm you during the cooler 
autumn night. 

Participants must be 21 and need 
tickets for this event. To register, visit 
www.stapletoncommunity.com or call 
303.388.0724. You may pick up your 
tickets at the MCA office Mon.–Fri., 
9am–5pm each week. Space is limited. 

Stapleton Open Studios
Stapleton Open Studios is a free, 
self-guided studio tour of Stapleton 
artists. This year’s tour will take place 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 26 and 27 
from 11am–5pm and is intended for 
local artists to demonstrate their creative 
processes, show off works in progress 
and finished pieces, and educate the 
public about what they do. In addition, 
an opening reception will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 25, from 6–8 pm. The tour 
is a great opportunity to experience the 
vibrant art community in the Stapleton 
area. For more information, visit www.
stapletonarts.com.

Sweet William Market
The final Sweet William Market will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 26 from 9am–
2pm on The Green at 29th Ave. 

If you have any questions or comments 
about the information above, please feel 
free to contact  
ddeeter@stapletoncommunity.com or call 
the MCA office at 303.388.0724.

Diane Deeter
Community Director
ddeeter@stapletoncommunity.com

Sunday, September 27
37th Annual Park Hill Home Tour & Street Fair. 
Tour homes 11am-5pm. Visit site for locations. 
Street fair on Forest Parkway between Mont-
view and 17th. wine/beer garden, music. 
www.parkhillhometour.org. See page 8. 

Sunday, September 27
Farmers Market. 8:30am-12:30pm. Founders 
Green* Local vendors. Call Master Community 
Association at 303.388.0724 

One of this summer’s many impressive sunsets viewed from Greenway Park.
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Rossello’s southern roots. As with each of her 
locations, Rossello will leave some creative 
license to the chef to come up with their own 
creations. 

The Stanley location will have a spacious 
feeling with an open kitchen, bar, patio, 
community seating and smaller tables. “We 
hope our guests will feel like we’re a fun, 
lively, approachable and affordable cantina,” 
she says.

“There’s going to be a good synergy,” says 
Rossello of the tenant mix. And she likes the 
vision of the project: “The story of the City 
of Aurora getting behind the project from 
the start and being very proactive and want-
ing something that was going to enhance and 
elevate the dining options for the communi-
ty… It brings so much community to that 
area in one building without it being a mall.”

-

-

(continued on page 20)

Denver Biscuit Company
For the first time, Denver Biscuit Com-

pany is going out on its own when it opens 
at Stanley. In its three current locations, the 
biscuit-centric business shares space and a part-
nership with the Atomic Cowboy bar and Fat 
Sully’s Pizza, serving people morning to night. 
At Stanley, Denver Biscuit Company will con-
tinue serving items based on giant buttermilk 
biscuits including sandwiches, biscuits and 
gravy, and shrimp and grits over biscuits. 

The restaurant will be full service with their 
own bar and open for breakfast, lunch and 
brunch. Owner Drew Shader says the atmo-
sphere will be comfortable, encouraging people 
to linger but describes the offshoot as being 
“less Atomic Cowboy-ee and more brunchy.”

After several years having the compa-
ny’s Biscuit Bus food truck at the Stapleton 
Farmers Market, Shader is looking forward to 

having a more permanent presence in the area. 
“We know Stapleton pretty well and that’s why 
we’re excited about the Stanley. It’s a once-in-a-
lifetime project for me,” says Shader. “I think 
it’s so unique and so cool and it’s an amazing 
mix of people and businesses. And it’s a good 
way to get in between Aurora and Stapleton 
and be part of something that’s much bigger 
than us.” 

Comida
It’s not an official Pantone® color, but what 

owner Rayme Rossello coins “Comida Pink” 
will show up at her newest Comida location 
in the Stanley Marketplace. It’s the familiar 
and bright color of her Comida Food Truck 
and appears in touches at her other locations 
in Longmont and at The Source in Denver. 
Rossello will continue to serve Mexican street 
food with a southern twist including sweet po-
tatoes, grits and slow-cooked meats, reflecting 

Restaurants

Owners Mark Shaker (left) and Lorin 
Ting (right) show the site plan for 
the Stanley building. They stand on 
the stairs leading up from the main 
floor to the future cocktail lounge. 
The marketplace will be organized 
by “neighborhoods” or groups of 
similar businesses, like breakfast and 
coffee or hair and beauty.

What’s new 
at Stanley?
(continued from page 1)

The building has a constant flow of visitors, like this group from the Cherry Creek Arts Festival 
checking out the community space for the first-ever CherryArts Festival at Stanley October 23-25. 
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Artists Open 
Their Doors
Sept. 26-27

By Laurie Dunklee

Have you ever wondered how etched glass is made? Or 
how large public art pieces are conceived? The third 
annual Stapleton Open Studios Tour is an opportu-

nity to meet artists and see how they create art in their home 
studios.

“We find a lot of people don’t understand what an artist 

goes through from vision to finished product,” said Kathy 
Skarvan, a photographic/multimedia artist and the coordi-
nator of the tour. “We want to invite them into our home 
studios for demonstrations, a chance to visit one-on-one, and 
educate them about our process.”

The free, self-guided tour on Sept. 26 and 27 from 11am 
to 5pm, features 12 Stapleton studios and 21 artists who work 

in many different mediums. A tour 
map and booklet are available at the 
Stapleton MCA, Abode & Company 
and Staybridge Suites in Northfield, and 
from participating artists, as well as on-
line at stapletonarts.com. The opening 
reception, which is free and open to the 
public, will be 6 to 8pm on Sept. 25 at 
Staybridge Suites, 8101 Northfield Blvd.

The artists work in various mediums 
including oil and acrylics, pastels, mo-
saics, jewelry, mixed-media, sculpture, 
photographic art, glass, textiles and clay. 

Randy Curry and Rebecca Tomlin 
moved to Conservatory Green last year 
to create art in their home. This is their 
first year participating in the Stapleton 
Open Studios Tour. Curry is a sculp-
tor who builds large public art pieces, 
as well as smaller pieces for yards and 
homes. Tomlin creates whimsical sculp-
tures from clay. 

Curry, a retired architect, has com-
pleted public art sculptures for the cities 
of Lakewood and Monument. “They 
are 12- to 16-feet tall so I build them in 
pieces in the garage and put them to-
gether on the site,” said Curry. “Certain 

forms, colors and textures I use come from my architectural 
design work. I work in steel, aluminum and stainless steel and 
I like forms that make sense to people. My abstract designs 
might incorporate squares, balls, rings or tubing.”

Tomlin, a retired art teacher, makes clay and mixed-media 
sculptures including whimsical, “tongue-in-cheek” characters 
and a line of ceramic jewelry holders that are for sale on Etsy.

Rebecca Tomlin creates whimsical clay 
sculptures out of her Conservatory Green 
home studio.
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com. Her work is also sold in a gallery in Taos 
and the Willow Artisan Center in Littleton. 
“I build and fire my pieces in parts, in a small 
kiln in our garage,” Tomlin said. “Randy and 
I often collaborate on pieces, like he’ll build a 
little car for one of my characters. Sometimes 
I provide a finial on top of one of his outdoor 
sculptures. It’s a challenge to combine media; 
it’s a journey and a learning process.” 

Linda Wingate, a three-dimensional, 
multimedia glass artist and Stapleton resident 
for 9 years, has participated in the Stapleton 
Open Studios Tour since its first year in 2013. 
Her work is sold in galleries in Florida and 
Steamboat Springs.

Wingate’s art requires many steps and says 
people are amazed and enlightened to watch 
her work. “They say ‘I never knew that’s how 
it’s done, that’s how you get that effect,’” she 
said. “People need to see it for themselves to 
really understand the process. I love explaining 
what I do, but it’s hard to understand until 
you see it.”

Wingate’s pieces incorporate forms from 
nature with symmetrical and geometric 
designs. “I’ve always been attracted to colored 

glass,” she said. “My primary focus as an artist addresses the 
inherent qualities of glass. Its optical and tactile properties are 
the perfect medium for channeling my creative energy and 
expressing my artistic vision.”

Kathy Skarvan, tour coordinator and Stapleton resident, 
calls her work contemporary fusion art. “What is fusion art?” 
asks Skarvan. “It’s when art mediums converge to make a 
composite. For me it is where products from the camera meet 
technology and other modes of creative expression. I start 
with a photograph and I experiment with mixing images, 
colors, shapes and textures to create unusual composites. I 
particularly like big pieces—my biggest is 53 by 53 inches.”

“I hope people get inspired by watching the processes of 
creating art,” said Wingate. “If you have curiosity, anything’s 
possible. I say just try it.” 

For more information, see stapletonarts.com, Stapleton 
Open Studios on Facebook, lindawingateglass.com, kathys-
karvan.com and etsy.com/shop/bokchitoartworks (Rebecca 
Tomlin).

Above: Linda Wingate shows some of the most colorful 
pieces of glass art she makes in her garage studio. 

Left: Randy Curry, a retired architect who lives in 
Conservatory Green, builds sculptures for yards and homes.
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By Carol Roberts

Black Lives Matter 
5280 distributed 
2,500 flyers in 

Stapleton the night of 
Aug. 8, 2015. The flyer 
informed residents that 
the community’s name-
sake, Mayor Benjamin 
Stapleton, had been a 
member of the Ku Klux 
Klan and the name 
“Stapleton” should be 
changed.

Bianca Pullen, repre-
senting the group, says 
about 25 volunteers par-
ticipated in this action, 
and they want to use 
their influence “to diver-
sify the neighborhood. 
We will be...calling on 
others in the community 
to join with us to engage 
in conversations with 
the developers, with the 
master association…
And so, we believe that 
changing the name and the things that will come 
from this, will be a part of creating something 

that’s more welcoming for 
people of color.”

Stapleton resident Gen-
evieve Swift supports the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment and she supports 
changing Stapleton’s name. 
Swift joined the Stapleton 
Community Advisory 

Board’s Affordable Housing and Diversity Com-
mittee a year ago because, she says, “I would like 
my community to be more diverse.

“We need a name that represents the ideals 
of the Green Book (the Stapleton Development 
Plan). There was supposed to be a seamless 
transition between Stapleton and the rest of 
northeast Denver. I can tell you, I have a lot of 
friends who don’t feel comfortable walking the 
streets of Stapleton. It feels like a gated commu-
nity and they don’t feel welcome.”

Same 
issue—14 
years earlier

The issue 
being raised 
by Black 
Lives Matter 
5280 was 
brought to 
the attention 
of the Sta-
pleton De-
velopment 
Corporation 
(SDC) by 
another ac-
tivist group 
in 2000. 
(SDC is an 
11-member 
board of 
city-appoint-
ed volun-
teers that is 
charged with 
preserving 
the princi-
ples of The 

Stapleton Development Plan. Stapleton land is 
conveyed by DIA to SDC, whose legal staff plac-
es covenants on it requiring that it be 
developed according to the plan.)

The SDC took that group’s con-
cerns seriously, say Dick Anderson, 
president, and Terry Whitney, board 
member (who together have served 
25 years on SDC or the Citizens 
Advisory Board). 

Mayor Stapleton and the Klan in Denver
SDC reviewed research on Benjamin Staple-

ton and the history of the Klan in Denver. SDC 
records in this time period include a report1 that 
states Klan membership nationwide in 1920 was 
4,000–5,000 “knights,” but due to their vigorous 
recruitment efforts, membership grew to 3 to 6 
million by 1924.

“During this period, Colorado was virtually 
taken over by the Klan. Although Klan domina-
tion meant all minorities were threatened, the 

Klan in Colorado placed Cath-
olics and Jews high on their list 
of targets, perhaps because the 
numbers of minorities of color 
were relatively small.

“Existing social conditions 
also helped the Klan. In the 
1920s, Denver suffered a sharp 
increase in prostitution, bootleg-
ging, and prohibition violations; 
police were inefficient and 
corrupt. The Klan capitalized 
on these problems, promising to 
clean up Denver.”

Most SDC board members 
were longtime Denver residents who had already 
spent years advocating for the creation of a diverse 
inclusive community. They understood the histor-
ical context of the city and northeast Denver and 
took into consideration a number of factors relating 
to “Stapleton” including:

Most people knowledgeable about Denver 
history understood that politicians in the early ‘20s 
had to be members of the Klan to get elected. 

Mayor Stapleton served five terms and his ac-
complishments, according to his file on the Denver 
Library website, include Denver’s water system, the 
Valley Highway project, a new airport and the Red 
Rocks Theatre. 

His daughter-in-law, personally known to 
board members, was living in Park Hill at 
that time. 

The naming resolution
Whitney says Forest City stated very 

clearly that they needed to use Stapleton 
as a locator in the marketing of the new 
development. “There was a certain amount 
of pressure on the city, and in turn, us, as 

appointed representatives of different 
neighborhoods to make sure that this 
huge infill project was not going to be a 
bust.” 

At the Feb. 2001 SDC meeting, ac-
cording to the minutes, “Terry Whitney 
spoke on the Naming Process…After 
considerable discussion, the Board, by 
majority decision, adopted a resolution 
that said ‘…Developing new names  (for the 
individual neighborhoods) should be done in the 

most inclusive and sensitive 
manner recognizing the 
diversity of communities 
that will live and work 
in this evolving Denver 
neighborhood. This policy 
is expressly not intended 
to prohibit references to 
Stapleton as a location for 
marketing purposes.’”

Whitney now says, “…
it took a very long time 
to come up with that very 
short resolution because of 
the diversity of viewpoints 
and having the master 
developer at the table and 

them feeling that a change in the name would 
significantly hamstring their efforts.” Dick Ander-
son recalls that there was agreement in the SDC 
board discussions that the word Stapleton would 
be used in a small font as a “locator” but not as a 
primary name and it was expected that the smaller 
neighborhood names (Eastbridge, Conservatory 
Green) would gradually be used more, and the use 
of Stapleton would diminish. 

Responses from the newspapers and the  
Citizens Advisory Board

Multiple articles about the board’s efforts to 
minimize the use of Stapleton appeared in The 
Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News in Novem-
ber 2002 (posted at FrontPorchStapleton.com). 
The content ranged from, “You can’t erase history” 
to “The name will fade over time.” 

In December, 2002, Terry Whitney and Na-
dine Caldwell, co-chairs of the Stapleton Citizens 
Advisory Board (CAB) wrote a strongly worded 
letter to Greg Vilkin at Forest City about their use 
of “Stapleton” on a holiday card. 

“Four of the six panels (on the card) were 
devoted exclusively to...‘Stapleton.’ We 
believe the card was inappropriate and 
insensitive…Stapleton’s association with 
the Klan remains deep in the collective 
memory of Denver’s African-American 
community. 

“...Stapleton is viewed in many com-
munities as having been a great mayor...
However, Ben Stapleton’s connection 

with the building of a new community of homes, 
schools, parks and businesses, where people of all 

Genevieve Swift Dick Anderson

Terry Whitney

Mayor Ben Stapleton

Black Lives Matter Calls for Stapleton Name Change
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Black Lives Matter 5280 hung a “Change the Name” 
banner over the Stapleton Town Center sign.
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becoming a family
Your

moment.

Your moments are unique to you; your care options should be no different. That’s why Saint Joseph Hospital delivers care that’s 

centered around you and your baby. As one of Denver’s newest hospitals, Saint Joseph Hospital combines personalized care 

with modern amenities, to provide you with a variety of options to help you plan for the day your moment arrives.

Plan your moment at SaintJosephDenver.org/YourMoment.

races, religions and ethnic backgrounds are needed 
and honored, is something different.

The mass distribution of your holiday card went 
far beyond [locator] use. It sends a message of disin-
terest of history of the land that you are developing, 

its residents and the surrounding 
neighbors. We are disappointed 
in Forest City.”

Unresolved issues
After all the discussions be-

tween 2000 and 2002, SDC was 
still left with two basic issues they 
couldn’t solve. The first was that 

Stapleton wasn’t then (and isn’t now) a name that 
is officially recorded anywhere. There was nowhere 
to go to officially “erase” the name and change it to 
another one. It’s simply a commonly used reference 
to a location in Denver. 

The second issue is that no one came up with a 
viable alternative.

Perspectives on the “Stapleton” name today
Those two issues still exist. Stapleton’s Council-

man Chris Herndon says he talked to the city 
attorney who told him, “There’s no legislative 
action for City Council to undertake. There 
actually isn’t even a process for naming a 
neighborhood per se, legislatively. In this 
instance, the branding, with Forest City being 
master developer, was their responsibility…
how they were going to brand and market and 
come up with the name for Stapleton.”

 “As a Stapleton resident...I think when 
people think of the Stapleton community, 
they think the name is based off the former 
airport...But for me, particularly as an Afri-
can-American living in this commu-
nity, I don’t think hate or negativity 
when I think of the name Stapleton.” 
And he raises the further question of 
how a name change might impact 
the many businesses that have Staple-
ton in their names. 

Terry Whitney, says of the flyers, 
“It troubles me that some folks raising 
concerns about this community’s name seem 
to be more concerned about a dead racist than 

ongoing gang violence in northeast Denver. The 
fact that two-thirds of black men nationally are 
either incarcerated or under the supervision of 
the criminal justice system or that even here in 
Denver last year, in 2014, almost 50 percent of 
Hispanic and Black males didn’t graduate. I just 
look at the whole thing as misplaced priorities.”

Keven Burnett, executive director of the 
Master Community Association, Inc. (MCA), 
points out that the legal names of several of 
the organizations that make Stapleton work do 
not contain the word Stapleton. It is not in the 
legal name of the MCA, though it was added 

as a DBA (doing business as) to identify 
where the MCA operates. Stapleton is 
also not in the name of either Westerly 
Creek Metro District (the special district 
that collects tax from Stapleton residents 
to build Stapleton’s local infrastructure) 
or Park Creek Metro District (whose 
main role is to build all Stapleton infra-
structure, both regional and local).

Burnett thinks Stapleton is known as a 
place, not a person. He says the community 

of Stapleton pays homage to Stapleton as an 
airport. In keeping with that history, the MCA 
established an airport theme for the naming 
of Stapleton pools and oversaw a community 
process to select those names. 

Tammi Holloway, currently president of 
SDC and an attorney for SDC since 1999, has, 
in a staff role, been a part of these discussions 
for 19 years. She observes, “I think we need to 
be mindful of the fact that just eradicating the 
name is not enough to reach some of the goals 
that Black Lives Matters (BLM) has suggested. I 
think them raising this issue presents an oppor-
tunity for a dialogue on the name, the history 
and the issues/goals that are important to BLM 
and where we are as a community with regard 
to racism and diversity.”

Forest City VP Tom Gleason responded 
with the following email message to a Front 
Porch request for Forest City’s perspective on 
the Black Lives Matter flyers, “Forest City and 
the Stapleton Development Corporation have 

agreed over the years that 
the Stapleton name would 
be used in a limited role as 
a ‘locator’ (given that it was 
nationally and interna-
tionally known as Denver’s 
airport for many decades) 
while we built the inclusive 
and diverse community 
envisioned by the citizens 

of Denver, Aurora and Commerce City who 
created The Green Book. Over that period of 
time, we have built eight new neighborhoods 
on the former airport along with new schools, 
parks and retail centers—all with new names 
and without the name of the former airport.”

[1] “Home-Grown Racism: Colorado’s Historic Embrace—
and Denial—of Equal Opportunity in Higher Education” 
by Richard Delgado and Jean Stefancic. 70 U. Colo. L. Rev. 
703. Copyright 1999, page 9.

Councilman  
Chris Herndon

Keven Burnett

Tom Gleason

On May 31, 1926, members of the Ku Klux 
Klan marched in a parade on Larimer Street 
in Denver wearing hoods and robes as 
spectators looked on. Photo from the Denver Public 
Library, Western History Collection, taken by Harry Rhoads.
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– Complimentary Consults –

Dr. Flora Waples, MD

2373 Central Park Blvd #103
720-524-8429

www.restormedicalspa.com 

Botox® | Juvederm  

Laser Resurfacing

Medical Grade 
Facial Treatments  

Myth: 
Botox will make you 

look frozen

Fact:
When done well, Botox can 
give you a natural and 
refreshed appearance

     Text “ER”  to 23000
     for average ER wait times.

Why choose Rose?
• Short wait times—our average is less than 10 minutes
• Board‐certified doctors and specially trained nurses
• Accredited Chest Pain Center
• Joint Commission Primary Stroke Center
• Just a 5-minute drive from Congress Park
• • Convenient, free parking

RoseMed.com/ER

Park Hill Home Tour
September 27

Converted Church

By Madeline Schroeder
The annual Park Hill Home Tour celebrates the very best architecture in the 

neighborhood. This year from 11am to 5pm on Sunday, Sept. 27, visitors will be 
able to view a diverse mix of 10 homes. Along with the tour, the day will include 
a street fair on Forest Parkway from Montview to 17th Ave., featuring 100 ven-
dors, 14 food trucks, kids’ entertainment, bands, a wine and beer garden, and a 
classic car show. Advance tickets for adults are $20, seniors $15, children $15 and 
younger than 6 are free. For more information or tickets, visit www.parkhill 
hometour.org or call Home Tour Chair Nina Kuhl at 303.913.5858. 

Many who visit this home may 
first wonder if they’re at the 
wrong place. The exterior 

looks reminiscent of a church and two 
signs designate parking for “Pastor” 
and “Pastor’s Wife.” Enter and find a 
gorgeous modern with towering wood 
ceilings, lots of sunlight, and modern 
art. 

The home, buit in the 70s, spent its 
prior life as a church in Littleton until 
the congregation no longer needed 

it and put an ad in the paper, “Free 
Church, if you can transport it.” Anoth-
er congregation moved it to north Park 
Hill, where it was only used for a couple 
of years. Valissa Tsoucaris and Mike 
Meyer purchased the church in 2012 
to convert into a home for their family 
of four. “The goal was to buy an empty 
box or blank canvas that we could turn 
into our own,” Tsoucaris says. 

The home is the brainchild of Bill 
McDonald, a contractor and artist who’s 
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It’s a Five Star Summer for New Perspective!

*  Representing buyers & sellers. Square feet  numbers indicate fi nished space. 

10515 East 40th Avenue | Unit 113
Denver Colorado 80239

303-394-4526
www.NPREco.com

Get comfortable.

Congratulations to Jody Donley, 
Jaryd Takushi & Melinda Howlett— 
Honored as 5280 Magazine’s 
Five Star Real Estate 
Professionals for 2015!

Jody E. Donley*^

Jaryd Takushi* ^

Melinda S. Howlett* ^

Susan Y. Ingle
Laura T. Hudgins^ 
Tiffany Mayor Burke
Megan Elaine Farina
Joelle Laura Friday
Karie J. Treter
Amy Atkinson
*5280 Magazine’s Five Star Professional
^Realtor Round Table of Excellence Award

Presented by Susan Y. Ingle2233 Valentia St | $399,900
1764 Sq. Ft. East Coast charmer provides a convenient 

lifestyle with 3 bedrooms, 3 baths & full basement. Enjoy 

its gracious fi nishes, tranquil patio and quiet location.

Presented by Melinda S. Howlett

9192 E 24th Pl | $ 780,000

5136 Sq. Ft. This home boasts space galore w/4 bedrooms, 

5 baths, fi nished basement and a carriage house. Elegant 

curb appeal, open space views and a corner lot.

Under 
Contract Stapleton Market SnapshotAvailable Homes for sale: 7578 Under Contract and 373 soldsince January 1, 2015Average sold to list price: 100%Average Days on Market: 15Metrolist single-family & condo sales of 8/20/15

2648 Central Park Blvd | Price TBD

1746 Sq. Ft. Situated on an enchanting courtyard with 

views of Greenway Park Open Space, this 3 bedroom and 

3 bath home boasts a desirable fl oor plan. Nice fi nishes.

Presented by Melinda S. Howlett

Presented by Jody E. Donley

5042 Tamarac St | $581,000
2792 Sq. Ft. David Weekly home with polished fi nishes and 
dynamite view in Conservatory Green. Great fl oor plan with 4 
bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, main level offi ce & fi nished basement.

Sold

Coming 
Soon

Under Contract

Left: This home has the most unusual history of the Park Home Tour. It was originally 
built as a church in the 70s in Littleton and was transported to North Park Hill by a 
congregation before it was put on the market a few years later. 

Above: Mike Meyer and Valissa Tsoucaris stand in the kitchen, which has concrete 
slabs for countertops and a refrigerator disguised as a cabinet to seamlessly blend 
in—much like the rest of the home that flows from one space to another.

Above: Meyer, a cycling fanatic, wanted 
hooks installed to hang his bikes over his 
office, which is tucked around the corner on 
the first floor. 

Below: The no-walls concept creates an open 
living room with views of the rest of the first 
floor.

(continued on page 10)

particularly drawn to mid-century archi-
tecture. He lives around the corner from 
the church and has renovated several 
homes in the North Park Hill area.

With McDonald’s help, the couple’s 
vision for the home evolved massive-
ly. “The biggest challenges were not 
overdoing anything,” Tsourcaris says, 
recalling one of her initial dreams for a 
grand staircase. 

The home is a beacon of hope for 
giving dismal spaces new life. The two-

year renovation is stunningly simple 
and celebrates its history with items 
kept from the original church, like a 
pew in the entrance and long, narrow 
windows upstairs. It has quirky features 
like a ladder up to a hangout spot that 
used to be choir loft, and a hinged-
glass back door. 

The family has lived in the home 
for a little more than a year and expects 
it to be their forever home. 

Watch 
a video at  
FrontPorch 
Stapleton.

com
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Mid-century Modern

Clockwise starting left: Edward B. Hawkins’ architecture, like this home in North Park Hill, uses Usonian concepts 
for well-designed, long-lasting homes for middle class families. Top: Bill and Kelly McDonald enjoy the afternoon 
in their living room, where most of the furniture was refurbished by Kelly.  Above: Bill converted the old garage 
into their studio and added a separate carport. 

(continued from page 9)

Park Hill Home Tour

Artists Kelly and Bill McDonald 
moved to North Park Hill 10 years 
ago because of the affordability and 

grittiness of the neighborhood—they’ve al-
ways proudly lived in areas with an integrated 
mix of housing and people. Prior to this 
home, they lived in Curtis Park downtown. 
“I’ve been drawn to neighborhoods on the 
edge,” says Bill McDonald, who renovated 
their home and several others in north Park 
Hill, including a converted church around 
the corner. “Plus, we are artists so we need 
somewhere cheap to live,” Kelly says and 
laughs.

They were drawn to the simple 
and thoughtful architecture of 1940s 
homes along 30th Avenue. This, 
along with a scattering of homes on 
Race, Albion, Ash, Forest and Glen-
coe, is the first neighborhood that 
Edward B. Hawkins chose to debut 
his architecture. 

Hawkins, a developer, builder 
and designer, was born in 1902 in 
Park Hill. He worked in Chicago, 
where he became inspired by Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s Usonian simple and 
solid architecture. He returned to Denver in 
1942 and continued those concepts. “The whole 
idea is to create affordable, solid, well-construct-
ed, well-designed homes,” Bill says.

The home, built in 1947, is quaint but uses 

space playfully. During the renovation, Bill pur-
posefully kept the integrity of the original design, 
including a circular first-floor layout. He added a 
second story for their bedroom. He converted the 
garage into a studio and added a new carport. 

Kelly was previously a guilder, so she restored 

much of the furniture in the house, including a 
massive cabinet from Pakistan and a dining-room 
table from the Philippines. The house looks like 
images in an Anthropologie catalogue: cozy, invit-
ing and artistic. They live in the home with their 
10- and 13-year-old sons and dog, Maizy.
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Arts & Crafts Bungalow

Few homes have as much family history 
as this Arts & Crafts bungalow, which was 
built in 1927 and has been occupied by the 

same family since 1961. 
Cheri and Joe Huff met in high school. He 

grew up in the home, and Cheri spent a lot of 
time visiting. After 50 years in the house, Joe’s 
parents passed away and he wanted to move 
into the home to continue the family history, 
but Cheri wasn’t so sure. “It was very much a 

grandma house. There was carpet in every room 
and big floral wallpaper. The drapes were never 
opened.” 

After an ambitious three-year renovation, 
the home is far from a stuffy old grandmother’s 
house. 

Lots of chocolate-brown wood and an im-
maculate office with bookcases lining every wall 
make it feel a bit like Hogwarts. The fireplace 
has an elaborate tile design by Ernest Batchelder, 

who worked on big projects like Grand Central 
Station. In the basement there is a movie theater, 
and around the corner a wall with family photos 
and mementos, including the C and C-sharp keys 
from a piano that Hitler reportedly played at a 
concentration camp. Cheri’s grandfather was part 
of the U.S. Seventh Army that liberated the con-
centration camp at Dachau on April 29, 1945, 
and picked up two remaining keys after the piano 
had been destroyed by bombs.

While feeling grand and historic, the 
home is also inviting with lots of sunlight 
and children’s fingerprints on furniture—
there are always grandchildren running 
around. Much like Cheri and Joe’s kids 
growing up, their grandkids now come 
over to the house to spend time with their 
grandparents. She hopes one of their grown 
children will move into the home after they 
pass away.

This home, built in 1927, has five bedrooms that fit lots of grandchildren. 

Left: The living room has a grand piano and intricate fireplace designed by 
Ernest Batchelder, who also did tilework for Grand Central Station. Above: Wood-
lined walls make the office feel similar to Hogwarts.

The house celebrates 
its family history 
with photos and me-
mentos from family 
members passed. 
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Dr. Shelly Sandel
Veterinarian/Owner

Dr. Shelly Sandel, who practiced in the Stapleton area 
for many years, is excited to be back & providing home 
visits during construction of  our state-of-the-art facility. 

Watch for Our Grand Opening, Spring 2016.

Check us out at www.NorthfieldVetHospital.com  
or call 720-503-9559

Jen Weston
Manager/Co-owner

Peggy Schwoob  
Veterinary Technician

Now Open and Taking Awesome Patients!
We Accept Most PPO Insurances.
No Insurance? No Worries! We will come up with an affordable plan for you.
We will inform you of your dental needs, you decide what is right for you.

Dr. Jack Nguyen DDS

303-355-1818 | www.AwesomeDentalStapleton.com
3600 N. Quebec St, Denver, CO 80207
2nd Floor of Vectra Bank – Enter through the main doors of Vectra 
bank and take the elevator on your left

We’re in Your Neighborhood!
2373 Central Park Boulevard #202, Denver, Colorado  80238

Expecting a Baby?
Call to Schedule a FREE “Meet the Doctor” Visit!

www.AdvancedPediatricAssociates.com

303-699-6200Like Us On

By Laurie Dunklee

Those in the business of teaching music say it provides practical 
benefits for learners. But what if parents invest in music 
lessons and their children simply don’t want to stick with it? 

“Even if they stick with it for only six months, it’s still a benefit be-
cause they learned to open up their creative brain,” says Josie Quick, a 
violin teacher and Park Hill resident. 

She has had a Park Hill business teaching violin for 25 years and 
says exposure to music and arts connects the creative brain to the log-
ical brain. “The creative side helps us solve problems. If the creative 
brain isn’t working, we’re stuck doing things the same old way.”

Skye Barker Maa, executive director of Neighborhood Music Sta-
pleton, says it’s easy to find studies linking musical training with suc-
cess in life. “There are books about world leaders who studied music 
when they were young. Others say it’s not the music but the parental 
engagement. Does music make kids smarter? I think music is a tool 
that teaches kids how to think because it uses so much of the brain.”

Quick and Barker Maa both think parents can do a lot to help 
their kids hang in there for at least six months. “Parents should know 
that most kids start with a lot of motivation, but the bloom falls off 
the rose at about three months, when they realize how much work is 
required,” said Quick. “I tell parents to make a commitment to one 
year, or six months at least, to get past the three-month slump. When 
a school year has passed, they can play songs and they have the self-es-
teem that comes from accomplishing that.”

Tips to help kids stay interested
1. Parent’s commitment: “Parents need to be fully at the table to 

push through the hurdles,” said Barker Maa. “Kids’ days are busy and 
demanding with school, sports and other activities. It’s important to 
make music part of the routine, consistent every day.”

Music lessons are great for kids...
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Northfi eld’s Best Happy Hour
Sushi, Wine & Beer Specials, 1/2 Price Sake & Appetizers

8354 Northfi eld Blvd, Denver 80238   |   303-371-4644   |   www.zensushinorthfi eld.com

Open Mon–Sat 11am–10pm | Sun 11am–9pm
HAPPY HOUR: Monday–Friday, 3:30–6pm 

and Saturday and Sunday (bar only) 3:30–6pm

 *New 
 clients only

 303-825-1466
         13th & Krameria

 www.kidstowncenters.com
 in the King 
Soopers Plaza

Bubbles, 
Water & 
Summer Crafts!

 • Hourly Care in a Licensed Setting • Drop-In Anytime 
• Low Hourly Rates 
• Ages 1-13 Bubbles, 

Water & 
Summer Crafts!

Bubbles, 
Water & 
Summer Crafts!

New or Refurbished Hardwood
30 Years in Business

CROSS
FLOORING • LLC
Hardwood Installation & Refinishing

Nate Cross: 406-360-2266  •  crossflooring@gmail.com
Licensed  •  Insured  •  Stapleton Based  •  Credit Cards Accepted

2. Encouragement: “Kids need acknowledgment,” said Quick. 
“It irks me when a parent sits in on a lesson with her face in her 
phone, and doesn’t even look up when the child plays well. Kids 
look to their parents for encouragement and approval, a ‘Did you 
see that?’ moment. Tell them when they sound good.”

3. Practice: How much practice is required? “I don’t set a spe-
cific amount of time to practice,” Quick said. “The old 30-min-
utes-a-day thing doesn’t work if you’re playing Twinkle, Twinkle, 
Little Star 1,500 times. No wonder kids (and parents) get sick of 
it. The important thing is to pick up the instrument every day. I 
tell kids to play their lesson five times well, which teaches them to 
be self-motivated and self-critical.”

4. Setting goals: Barker Maa said constant goals keep kids 
motivated. “This fall we’ll do a haunted house with music and 
we’ll have four of our rock bands in the Stapleton Rocks event on 
September 11. We’re doing a winter musical and a recital at Den-
ver School of the Arts. Having these opportunities to work toward 
keeps it interesting and keeps students moving forward.”

5. Motivation: Neighborhood Music, which expects to have 
350 students this fall, aims to feed music to kids in different 
ways, including ensembles and technology. “Our seven bands are 
like teams: your peers motivate you to practice. Technology also 
helps expand students’ experiences, like our composition for video 
games class. They are learning music theory and paying attention 
because it’s something they enjoy.”

6. Technology: Bringing technology into lessons helps, Barker 
Maa said. “Teachers use iPads to explain concepts. We record 

ensembles on GarageBand, listen to it right there, and walk 
through it to see where we need improvement. Some we put 
on YouTube. We embrace technology and it helps us speak to 
the tech generation.” 

Still, music lessons aren’t for everyone. “Everyone takes to 
the arts in some way and if it’s not music maybe it’s painting, 
writing, or being a backstage technical person,” said Barker 
Maa.

“I ask them, ‘What do you like to do?’” said Quick. “I’ve 
had students who switched to writing or dance. As long as 
they have an activity to build on, it helps their self-esteem. The 
most valuable thing is accomplishing something weekly.”

A Guide to NE Denver 
Music and Arts Teachers
The Front Porch Guide to Music & Arts 
Teachers includes more than 65 teachers in 
Northeast Denver and continues to grow. 
Visit frontporchstapleton.com > News > Re-
source Guides to find a teacher that’s right 
for you.

If you are a teacher and want to be added, 
e-mail Front Porch@FrontPorchStapleton.com 
with information similar to existing listings. 
Also, please let the Front Porch know if you 
find any outdated information in the guide.

...but what  
if they hate  
to practice? 

Zohar Heiman theatrically portrays a child who won’t prac-
tice. Josie Quick, violin teacher (left) and Skye Barker Maa, 
executive director of Neighborhood Music Stapleton (right), 
suggest techniques to keep kids interested.
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St. Luke’s Medical Center
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And so is 
Rocky Mountain Hospital
for Children
While our affiliated doctors have been caring for Rocky
Mountain children for decades, our beautiful pediatric 
hospital is celebrating its 5th birthday.

And as the anchor hospital in HealthONE’s system of 
pediatric care, we’re ready to handle your child’s medical
problems — from routine to highly complex — with our
more than 300 pediatric specialists and the largest
neonatal intensive care unit in the region.

When you see our name and the mountain kids logo in
our affiliated hospitals, you can trust us to do what matters
most—“Help my child get better.”

We thank you for your support with a big 
“high five.”

RockyMountainHospitalForChildren.com

19th Ave & High St / Denver
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SUNDAY • SEPTEMBER 27th

For info & tickets: www.parkhillhometour.org

11am – 5pm • Rain or Shine

Free Street Fair with over 100 Vendors

Home Tour of 7 Historic Homes

Affordable Housing

Gete Mekonnen, executive director of NE Denver Housing, speaks 
at the Jan. 2014 groundbreaking for the Spruce Townhomes.

housing got a big boost this past spring with 
results from a huge research project that 
showed every year a child spends in a better 
neighborhood contributed to higher earnings 
at age 26—and the more years, the greater 
the increase. The Harvard study1 of more 
than 5 million children analyzed how moving 
across county lines impacted the prospects 
for upward mobility. “This delivers the most 
compelling evidence yet that neighborhoods 

matter in a really big way,” said David B. 
Grusky, director of the Center on Poverty and 
Inequality at Stanford University, in a New 
York Times article about the study2. (An inter-
active map in the online Times article shows 
that earnings at age 26 by children who grew 
up in Denver are well below the U.S. average.)

Old Perceptions and What “Affordable”  
Means Now

Getabecha “Gete” Mekonnen, director of 
Northeast Denver Housing for the past 30 
years, acknowledges the need to educate the 
public to get past the old perceptions about af-
fordable housing that came from concentrated 
and segregated public projects—a perception 
that has raised concerns about housing values 
and safety.

Potential buyers ask what the signs in 
Stapleton mean, wondering if there will be 
housing projects, says real estate agent Kim 

A summary of his 
proposal is on page 26.

The Supreme Court decision was a case 
decided in June in which a Dallas nonprof-
it sued the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs based on how they 
distributed federal funding for affordable 
housing. From 1995 to 2009, according to 
the lawsuit, all the locations that got fund-
ing had the same ghetto conditions that the 
Fair Housing Act of 1968 
was meant to remedy. The 
question in this case was 
whether Texas needed to have 
the intent to discriminate to 
be found unlawful, or if their 
actions were unlawful because 
the outcome was discrimi-
natory. The Supreme Court 
ruled, 5-4, that policies that 
segregate minorities, even 
if they are not intentional 
discrimination, do violate the 
Fair Housing Act. 

Following just behind 
the court decision, the 
Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing (AFFH) rule was released by HUD, 
which, Garcia says, complements the Fair 
Housing Act. “The intent is to be proactive 
and help communities get to the best deci-
sions they can.” The goal is to help communi-
ties think through “the best and highest use” 
of federal resources for housing. 

But not everyone agrees. There are those 
who believe these kinds of policies will impact 
the zoning authority of local governments. It 
doesn’t take much digging to find examples of 
neighborhoods in the U.S. that have resisted 
such policies that bring racial and economic 
diversity into their neighborhoods. The new 
HBO show, Show Me a Hero, is a stark exam-
ple. The six-part series shows how the city of 
Yonkers, New York, rose up in the 1980s to 
resist a court order to build 200 units of low-
rise subsidized housing in the mostly white 
middle-class area of that city.

The argument for dispersing affordable 

(continued from page 1)
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Relocating?

If you’ve hit the next 
turn in the road,

I can get you 
around that bend 

of relocation 
paperwork and the 

speed of our market.  
Inventory levels and 

interest rates are 
still bringing lots 

of traffic.

Call today
      and we’ll 
          get moving!

Kim Kouba is one of your neighbors and owner of the Sweet William Market.

Check our WEBSITE for
this month’s featured FOOD, 

sponsored PHILANTHROPIES
and live MUSIC line up!

sweetwilliammarket.com

EVERY LAST SATURDAY

THIS SUMMER
9AM
- 2PM

FOUNDER’S GREEN
&29th Syracuse

S E E  Y O U  T H E R E !

18 of 38 Spruce Townhomes, at MLK Blvd. and Spruce, are now 
completed. Similar affordable projects are planned in the future.

Kouba. Previously phrased as “Affordable” or 
“Income-qualified,” the signs now say “Future 
Site of Residential For Sale Homes Starting 
in the Mid $100s.” Kouba says when she 
explains what the affordable for sale program 
is, it changes things for buyers considering 
nearby properties. They realize “that neighbor 
is going to be just like me.” They will have a 
job and a mortgage and responsibility for the 
upkeep of their investment. Mekonnen says 

his organization requires affordable buyers 
to spend a minimum of six–eight hours at a 
workshop on financial planning and home-
ownership and have an individual session with 
a housing counselor. His organization builds 
a relationship with each client so they’ll come 
back if they get into any problems with their 
mortgage or their house.

“I don’t think it’s about income-qualified. I 
think it’s about density,” says Kouba. She has 
heard concerns when single-family home-
buyers look at houses that adjoin higher or 
denser dwellings, which, oftentimes, are not 
affordable units. But, she also thinks people 
who choose to live in Stapleton have pretty 
progressive views on diversity and mixed 
incomes and they appreciate the different 
housing styles and sizes. And, she adds, the 
affordable units are attractive. “I think the 
income-qualified housing kind of fits into that 
eclectic feel.” In this market, she thinks nearby 

affordable has no impact on price. But 
when a buyer can pick from 25 homes, a 
whole range of factors such as busy streets, 
parking, density or affordable housing may 
affect their decision.

Mike Hagar, who is married and has 
two kids, ages 3 and 5, has lived near to NE 
Denver Housing’s 18-unit affordable rental 
complex on Central Park Blvd. near 23rd 
Ave. for eight years. He acknowledges the 

skepticism about affordable 
housing, but says, “In my 
experience it’s completely fine 
… When you move into a 
great neighborhood you can 
still have an idiot neighbor. 
You can move into a low-in-
come neighborhood and have 
great neighbors. So it’s not 
really income dependent. 
It’s just luck of the draw 
sometimes.” When he moved 
to Stapleton he thought 
the nearby empty lot was 
going to be a park. When he 
learned the land would have 
affordable apartments, he was 

concerned they would affect his property 
value, but says, “To date I have not heard 
of any of the sellers needing to shave dollars 
off their selling price because of it.”

What Have We Learned?
Matt and Katie Wagner live next to the 

affordable apartments. The Wagners like 
Stapleton’s environmentally sound concept of 
small lots and nearby open space. They chose 
their particular location in 2005 because they 
were told the nearby empty lot would be a 
small park or open space. But the park didn’t 
happen and the subject brings back their old 
anger and bitterness about the misinforma-
tion. They say they are not mad about the 
affordable apartments, but Katie says, “I think 
it started off on the wrong foot, which is very 
challenging.” The Wagners and Mike Hagar 
all think transparency about future land use 
is the biggest lesson (continued on page 22)
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Rediscover personalized family medicine 
- Accepting new patients; opening October 5th
- Convenient hours/same day appts/email access/
  telemedicine
- Affordable membership rates. No co-pays or insurance 
  paperwork
- Ideal for small businesses—save thousands every year 
  for employee coverage

Michael B. Keller, M.D.
www.spcdenver.com | 720-501-1537
1960 Ogden Street, Suite 130

Summit 
Primary Care

Innovations in Family Medicine

by James Hagadorn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Just the Facts
Will future Colorado have forests?

USE US to help pay for 
a coz y upgrade.

New, high-effi ciency furnaces, boilers, water heaters and upgraded insulation can keep your home warm and 
comfortable while using less energy. Xcel Energy believes that’s a very good thing. So good, in fact, we’re ready 
to write you a check to help pay for it. You can use rebates to help lower your energy bills and make your home a 
cozier place. Use us to make it easy.

How to get an  
Xcel Energy rebate.

1. Select a contractor.
Find a list of participating 

contractors at 
xcelenergy.com/

ContractorSearch.
 

2. Choose a high-effi ciency 
model for your home.

Your contractor can show you 
which ones are eligible for 

Xcel Energy rebates.
 

3. Fill out and send in the 
simple rebate form.

Get one from your contractor 
or download one from 

xcelenergy.com/RebateForms 
after you’ve purchased your 
system. Your rebate should 
arrive in about six weeks.

 
4. Ask us for help anytime.

Call 1-800-895-4999 
for help, or visit 

xcelenergy.com for 
more information.

xcelenergy.com

© 2015 Xcel Energy Inc.
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PAINTING
• Interiors & Exteriors • Meticulous and Quick
• Faux Finishes • Free Estimates
Mike Ciechanowicz | 303-324-1653 | mbsn7789@q.com
A+ Business Rating with the BBB

Our forests are dying. The situ-
ation seems epidemic---with 
impacts to our economy and 

our landscape. What caused it, and can 
we fix it?

About a seventh of our forests have 
lost many of their pines, spruces, and firs 
in the past decade. 

Infestation by bark beetles is the 
primary mechanism of tree death. These 
native insects have been burrowing 
under tree bark for millions of years, 
usually targeting trees that are already 
stressed. Attacking beetles bore through 
the bark, girdling the tree, then make 
tunnels and chambers in which the 
eggs are laid. Both the adults and, later, 
legions of newly hatched beetle larvae, 
chow down on the soft living inner 
tissue of the tree. To add to the mix, 
beetles also carry fungi whose spores sap 
the tree of nutrients and water, and taint 
its wood blue-green. 

Trees can be colonized within a 
matter of hours and infestations can kill 
a healthy tree within a few months. Nor-
mally, trees fight off beetles by producing 
toxic sap that poisons or entombs the 
invaders. But since the late 1990s, the 
sheer numbers of beetles—combined 
with the fact that many trees are stressed 
or weakened—are overwhelming forests. 

The cause of this change? Fundamen-
tally, it might be us. 

Colorado’s warmer winters, earlier 
springs, and prolonged drought (like 
the one that began in the mid-90s) are 
now thought to be accentuated by global 
warming. Our warmer, shorter winters 
mean that beetle eggs don’t get frozen 

in the late fall, that larvae can survive the 
winter, and that ever-increasing numbers 
of beetles can emerge to colonize the next 
trees in the summer. Drought inhibits trees’ 
ability to produce beetle-fighting sap and 
healthy bark. In some places, decades of fire 
suppression have led to overcrowded, less 
patchy forests with trees of a similar age. All 
these factors make things easier for beetles to 
reproduce, feed, and survive, harder for trees 
to fight them off, and easier for infestations 
to spread through forests.

Other than ugly brown mountainsides, 
how do insect epidemics affect ecosystems 
and people? Like rebooting a computer, 
widespread tree mortality can throw the eco-
system out of whack for a while. It changes 
patterns of regrowth and habitat for wildlife. 
In nearby states, for example, it impacts 
grizzlies whose diets hinge on abundant pine 
cones. Fewer pine cones makes the bears 
hunger for other stuff. I don’t know about 
you, but I don’t want to be around a hungry 
grizzly.

Millions of dead trees have safety impacts, 
too. Within as little as three to 10 years, 
beetle-killed trees decay enough that they’re 
easily toppled by wind and other disturbanc-
es. They form piles of fuel that may alter fire 
hazard if lightning strikes. Thus they’re being 
removed where they might fall in camp-
grounds, along roads, utility paths, and near 
buildings.

But it isn’t all bad. Beetle boring activities 
provide habitat for other animals and fungi 
that help redistribute nutrients throughout 
a forest. Thus, despite their drastic effects 
during epidemics, beetles are a vital part of a 
healthy forest. Their comings and goings lead 
to forests having canopies of a variety of ages, 
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FREE CCOMMUNITY 

FOLLOW @NE WALK FEST ON

www.NEWALKFEST.com
REGISTER NOW!

The NE Walk Fest is a community block 
party devoted to the improvement 
of walking conditions, strengthening 
neighborhood connections, and 
promoting neighborhood & pedestrian 
safety throughout NE Denver.

NEWALKFEST

12pm-4PM

WALK

NETC PRESENTS

 
BLOCK PARTY!

Event Partners:
DRCOG & MyWayToGo - Urban Land Conservancy - Holly Area Redevelopment Project Denver 
Shared Spaces - Denver Rescue Mission - Mental Health Center of Denver - Denver Center for 
Crime Victims - Greater Park Hill Community - Pauline Robinson Branch Library - Vickers Boys & 
Girls Club - Hiawatha Davis Jr. Recreation Center - Park Hill Branch Library - Mi Casa Innovation 
Lab - O�  ce of City Council Member Albus Brooks - O�  ce of City Council Member Chris 
Herndon - Lighthouse Writers’ Workshop Denver Police Department - Greater Stapleton Business 
Association - E2 Business Gifts Hope Center - Impact Empowerment Group

Event Sponsors:

SEP 201526

33rd & Holly St, Denver

BASEMENTS | DECKS | REMODELING
Quality craftsmanship for 26 years.  

Locally owned. Small business.

Kevin Dearth | 303-946-2644 | kbdearth@aol.com | metrobasementsplus.com

different densities, and a variety of under-
growth like shrubs, grasses, and wildflowers. 
This variety makes for a more resilient forest 
long-term. 

The forest death might have beneficial 
impacts for local businesses too. It provides 
cheap wood to our under-capacity sawmills 
and pellet mills, like those in Montrose and 
Walden. Ditto for our log-home industry, 
which prefers to use spruce trees, whose 
trunks are now available en masse. It’s even 
providing fuel to the state’s one wood-to-en-
ergy plant in Gypsum. 

But only a tiny fraction of beetle kill 
wood is harvested—less than 5-10 percent. 
In part, this is because of the logistics and 
regulations governing gathering the wood 
and in part it’s because of the cost of cutting 
the wood versus its sale price. Thus, govern-
ment agencies hire contractors to cut down 
most of the dead trees, and ultimately tax-
payers foot the bill. Wood is either chipped 
and left to decompose on-site, or burned 
on-site in winter. 

What can we do about it? Short of 
spraying trees one-by-one, by hand, 
with carbaryl every single year, like 
the folks in Rocky Mountain Nation-
al Park are doing, there isn’t really a 
solution. We can manage the situation 
and plan for the future, removing 
hazardous trees where appropriate, and 
managing uninfested stands with an 
eye to fostering growth of more diverse 
and resilient forests.

Our forests have been hammered. 
But they’re resilient and will recover 
over the next 100–200 years.

In the meantime, if we don’t like 
the brown Rocky Mountain slopes, 
perhaps we could take a page out of 
drought-stricken California’s book. 
Paint ’em green. 

James Hagadorn, Ph.D., is a scientist 
at the Denver Museum of Nature & 
Science. Suggestions and comments are 
welcome at jwhagadorn@dmns.org.

A photo taken outside of Granby, Colorado shows the alarming number of reddish trees 
that have died due to beetle kill. Photo by Carlye Calvin, provided via Creative Commons license by 
UCAR photo library
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Guided by Innovation. Surrounded With Care.
A cancer diagnosis can be frightening, confusing and overwhelming. At Sarah Cannon at Rose Cancer Center, we 
understand the challenges you face and our team is here to help you consider all of the options. Our cutting-edge 
treatments and nationally-recognized physicians give Rose Cancer Center patients the power to fight their battles 
with confidence.

Rose Cancer Center  | 4700 Hale Parkway, Denver, CO 80220
303-584-CARE (2273) I  www.RoseCancerCenter.com

I HAD CANCER. 
ROSE SAVED MY LIFE. 

Experienced doctors. 
Caring nurses. 
Navigators to connect your care. 
We are Sarah Cannon at Rose Cancer Center.

Renée, Denver

RTD PUBLIC MEETINGS

Rail Lines Service Plan

We want your input.
Please plan to attend a public meeting.

Aurora
Aurora Municipal Building
15151 E. Alameda Parkway
Aspen Room
Monday, September 21, 2015 • 6:00 p.m.

Downtown Denver
RTD Administrative Offices
1600 Blake Street, Rooms T & D
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 • Noon and 6:00 p.m.

Denver
Glenarm Recreation Center
2800 Glenarm Place
Thursday, September 24, 2015 • 6:00 p.m.

Swansea
Swansea Recreation Center
2650 E. 49th Avenue
Thursday, September 24, 2015 • 6:00 p.m.

Green Valley Ranch
Green Valley Ranch Community Center
4890 Argonne Way
Monday, September 28, 2015 • 6:00 p.m.

Montbello
Montbello Recreation Center
15555 E. 53rd Avenue
Wednesday, September 30, 2015 • 6:00 p.m.

Stapleton
Stapleton Foundation
8230 Northfield Boulevard, Suite 1350
(Shops at Northfield, next to Toby Keith’s Bar & Grill)
Thursday, October 1, 2015 • 6:00 p.m.

For details on these changes, see the Proposed A and R 
Rail Lines Service Plan brochure on buses, light rail, and 
at RTD transit stations or visit rtd-denver.com

Access-a-Ride
Routes with service improvements or reductions 
may impact ADA Access-a-Ride service availability. 

With the opening of the A (East) and R (I-225) Rail 
Lines in 2016, service adjustments are proposed. 

Regional Transportation District
rtd-denver.com | 303.299.6000

Proposed    and

ACUPUNCTURE
Treating: Pain • Allergies • Stress, Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health Issues • Children’s Health
New Day Acupuncture, 2840 Xanthia Ct. - Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. - Serving Stapleton since 2005
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy • 720-838-7918 • www.acupuncture-in-denver.com

Each month, the Indie Prof reviews 
a current film in the theater and a 
second film that is available at Redbox 

or VOD. This month, however, the reviews 
are both available on demand. The supply 
of newer films did not live up to the Prof ’s 
scrutiny. 

Follow “Indie Prof” on Facebook for 
updates about film events and more reviews. 

A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night 
(2014)

This is an American-made Iranian-ish 
film about a female vampire stalking the 
Iranian town of Bad City, spoken completely 
in Persian and shot 
in a beautiful black 
and white. It is an 
intriguing mix that 
works: New direc-
tor Ana Lily Amir-
pour fashions a 
smart, interesting, 
sexy, and surprising 
first-time feature, 
one that impresses 
and shows great 
promise for her fu-
ture. The film is another in a line of excellent 
recent art-house horror films, such as Only 

Lovers Left Alive or Let the Right One In. Amirpour’s film 
matches up to those films, and the aesthetic and pacing 
are very much akin to Jim Jarmusch, the king of the art-
house independent films. 

The story is about a young female vampire, “The 
Girl” who is stalking the town and picking off men. At 
times, she is a moody, brooding teenager, at home with 
her pop culture iconography; other times she is a ruth-
less, stalking, veiled killer. Played by second-generation 
Iranian-American actress Sheila Vand, she is at times shy 
and young, and at other points old and omnipotent. 
Her love interest is sparked by the handsome young 
leading man, Arash (Arash Marandi), a James Dean-
type young man whose heroin-addicted father seems to 
be the only family in the film. They are both great, with 

subtle performances by these 
young actors, but the real star 
is behind the camera. 

The atmosphere and 
mood are established early 
on: a seemingly lawless world 
where oil derricks pump away 
in the background, bodies lay 
untouched in fields, and the 
town is borderline desert-
ed. Amirpour has counted 
Sergio Leone as one of her 
influences, and the opening 

of her film can be traced back to Leone’s own A Fistful 
of Dollars. That same sense of a fallen, diseased world 

Scene from A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night
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A Wild Smile - Jesse Witkoff, DDS   
720-945-1234 

2975 Roslyn St • www.awildsmile.com
Introducing our new associate Dr. Namrata Hardy

We now do Laser Dentistry—no shots or drill needed!

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

B"H

PN

iHigh 
It’s Time  

Reset – Reconnect – Refresh
HigH Holidays 2015-5776 witH tHe JewisH life Center

for a full schedule of High Holiday services and events visit 
www.Jewishstapleton.com

Wishing you a happy, healthy and sweet New Year!  
Rabbi Mendel & Estee Popack

permeates the film and seeps through every aspect 
of the setting. 

Aside from the excellent cinematography and 
superb acting, an autobiographical subtext is 
revealed in the storyline. As a young Iranian-Amer-
ican growing up in the U.S., Amirpour must have 
experienced her fair share of teen angst. The teenage 
years can be difficult enough without a feeling of 
being “The Other.” Lensed through this context, 
the character’s name “The Girl” is quite apt. As 
“The Girl” feasts on predatory men in the film, we 
can sense some catharsis going on. Overall the film 
succeeds on all levels, including the aesthetic and 
the thematic. 

(Anyone else have a young son/daughter and not 
looking forward to those teenage years?) 

You will enjoy this film if you liked Only Lovers 
Left Alive, Let the Right One In, and/or Persepolis. 

Available at all VOD outlets. 

Antarctica: A Year on Ice (2013) 
“Nature documentaries” take on a negative con-

notation—we immediately entertain thoughts of 
long stretches of landscape, animals running wildly, 
and “the voice of God” narration from a droning 
professional that always seems completely discon-
nected from the subject. And then there is Antarcti-
ca: A Year on Ice, shot over the course of 10 years by 
first-time documentarian Anthony Powell. The film 
is stunningly beautiful, fascinating, and surprisingly 
human in such a desolate setting. We get to see and 
feel what it’s like to be there through the endless 
summer days and the darkness of winter. We feel 
the loneliness and desolation, but we also under-

stand the lure of the place, the natural beauty, 
and the effects of living in such a world. 

Much of the film is shot in time-lapse in 
extremely difficult conditions: sometimes in 
-60 degree temperatures where the LCD dis-
play on the camera would freeze. Many times, 
Powell did not know what his footage looked 
like. But the payoff is stunning: the shots of 
the Southern Lights—ethereal, otherworldly, 
and even psychedelic, are the highlights of 
the film. But there is also the stark reality: 
snow/ice storms so bad that the doors become 
blocked, the icy world around the camps that 
seeps in through the cracks, and the frequently 
changing weather that can be deadly with one 
bad choice. But the people still live on. 

And at its heart, this is really a film about 
people: their decisions to go/stay, how their 
lives move along (or don’t) in such a place, and 
the interactions that keep them going through-
out the year. As we watch, we are just as 
fascinated by the little moments people miss: 
“a shower,” “the sound of falling rain,” or “cau-
liflower” as we are by the stunning landscapes. 
The moments of ordinary life, both present 
and past for the residents, are captivating, and 
round out this gem of a film. 

You will like this film if you enjoyed Chas-
ing Ice, The Cove, and/or The End of the Line. 
Available at all VOD outlets. 

Vincent Piturro, Ph.D., teaches Cinema 
Studies at Metropolitan State University of Den-
ver. He can be reached at vpiturro@msudenver.
edu.

Scene from Antarctica: A Year on Ice
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All our experienced, knowledgeable Brokers 
reside right here in the neighborhood, 

a Distinctive Advantage when considering 
real estate in the Stapleton/Lowry/Park Hill area. 

And with our concierge approach to customer 
service, you’ll feel right at home.

Damon Knop/Owner Broker

303-332-8754 | Damon@DistinctiveDenver.com

Marissa Ross

720-280-8416 | MarissaRoss@me.com

Katie Knop

720-323-5667 | Katie@DistinctiveDenver.com

Erin Lockwood

720-982-6211 | Erin@ErinLockwood.com

T H E  D I S T I N C T I V E

ADVANTAGE
With A Concierge Approach

distinctivedenver.com

Buying | Selling | Investment | Commercial
Residential | New Construction

The best women’s 
healthcare comes  
from women who 
understand you best.

Laura Boyer, MD (left), Katie Rustici, MD (center),  
Robin Fennimore, MD (right)

At Stapleton OB-Gyn, we provide continuity 

of care through each stage of a woman’s 

life. And by adding Dr. Laura Boyer and 

Dr. Robin Fennimore to our team of 

board-certified OB-Gyns, we can provide 

comprehensive, compassionate care to 

even more women. Please visit our website 

to schedule a new patient appointment.

SCLPhysicians.org/stapleton-ob-gyn | 2823 Roslyn Street Denver, CO 80238 | 303-403-6333 

(continued from page 3)

What’s new at Stanley?

 Sweet Cow at Stanley
As a company, it’s Sweet Cow ice cream’s 

model to become part of the fabric of the 
community. Drew Honness, co-owner, says it 
typically takes two to three years of being in 
a neighborhood for that to happen. “All of a 
sudden, we’re a destination for a good report 
card, after choir or basketball practice, or for a 
first date,” he says. 

Opening his fifth location in November, 
Honness is excited to continue serving 24 fla-
vors of house-made ice cream and sorbet (from 
135 rotating recipes) in Sweet Cow at Stanley, 
the sixth location.

“I think the project itself is the coolest thing 
to hit the Denver area in a decade. The design 
is going to be tremendous,” says Honness, who 
has wanted to be in the Stapleton neighbor-
hood for a year and a half but couldn’t find 
the right location. “This is why we’re going in 
there—it’s how we’re being incorporated into 
the Stapleton neighborhood, how they are 
creating this gathering place, this community 
center of shops and businesses and oppor-
tunities. Most communities don’t have a big 
enough piece of land to be able to do this. We 
saw this as a ground-breaking opportunity.”

Rosenberg’s Bagels and Delicatessen
Josh Pollack, owner of Rosenberg’s, is 

serious about bagels—so serious that he 
developed a water filtration machine to 
re-create the New York water that gives bagels 
in the Big Apple their distinctive character. 
“The different levels of minerals create a tex-
ture that enhances the strength of the gluten, 
making the crust crunchy and chewy, so it 
will stretch and not crack,” Pollack said. 

Pollack opened his first Rosenberg’s Deli 
in the Five Points neighborhood in 2014 and 
will join the restaurant options at the Stanley 
next year. “We’ll have about 2,500 square 
feet, similar to our size in Five Points. The 
design allows us a large patio and we have a 
corner space, so people can pop in from the 
inside or the outside. We plan to re-pur-
pose the old guard booth for drive-through 
orders.”

Pollack grew up in New Jersey and learned 
the deli business from his best friend’s father. 
“The deli world has seen a generational 
shift,” he said. “Two generations ago, lots of 
people had delis, but not all their kids want-
ed to keep doing that. I was lucky to find an 
expert to pass the torch along.”

Restaurants
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the Stanley parking lot will demonstrate food 
transparency and how to sustain a farm in 
the city,” said Rogoff. “We’re all about food 
justice, sustainability and leaving the planet a 
better place.”

Rogoff and Hayes, a married couple with 
two sons, opened 

For more information, go to rosen-
bergsbagels.com or call 720.440.9880.

GoodBird Kitchen
GoodBird Kitchen is the newest of 

10 restaurants owned by the Big Red 
F Restaurant Group, including nine in 
Colorado and one in Kansas City.

GoodBird at Stanley will be a smaller 
version of The Post Brewing Company 
in Lafayette, serving fried and rotisserie 
chicken, seasonal side dishes and Post 
beers. “It will be a similar menu,” said 
Dana Faulk Query, wife of owner Dave 
Query and marketing director at Big Red 
F Restaurant Group. “We’ll also serve the 
green chile mac-and-cheese and mashed 
potatoes that are so popular at The Post.”

Faulk Query said the big difference at 
the Stanley restaurant will be its “su-
preme casual” concept, meaning diners 
can order at the counter and then get 
full service at their table. “You can be in 
and out quickly; it’s perfect for kids who 
can’t sit still. Or you can take your time. 
We want people to use our restaurant 
however they want.”

Faulk Query said GoodBird’s décor 

www.MargieWilliamsDDS.com      •     303-945-2699

2979 N. Iola St. Denver CO 80238
Our office was designed and built from the 
ground up with every patient comfort and 

convenience in mind.

Welcoming 
Molly Johnson, DDS

and Offering
New, Expanded Hours!
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(continued on page 23)

will have a Colorado-mountain-meets-Mich-
igan-roadhouse feel, inspired by husband 
Dave’s Boulder upbringing and summers 
spent in rural Michigan. “It’ll be rustic, 
super casual and fun,” she said.

For more information, see bigredf.com or 
call Faulk Query at 303.807.4687.

Sazza
Sazza owners Jeff Rogoff and Jenni Hayes 

want to demonstrate the connection be-
tween farm and table. Their new restaurant 
at Stanley will include a half-acre farm for 
education and to add hyper-local ingredients 
on their menu. “Reclaiming the half-acre off 

Stanley  
First Floor  
Site Plan
 *to be announced

Event Space

Comida *Restau-
rant/
retail

*Brewery

Kevin Taylor  
Beer Garden

Sazza

Sweet Cow 
Ice Cream

GoodBird
Kitchen

Kindness Yoga

Endorphin 
Fitness

*RetailChildcare

Logan House
Coffee

Rosenberg’s 
Bagels

Denver Biscuit Co.

Kismet Boutique

*Retail

*Retail

*Retail

Poppy 
+ Pine 
Florist

*Bike 
Shop

*Retail

Open Market

Transformer

Community Area

Patio

Open Market

*Fitness

A rendering of the main southeast entrance 
shows lots of landscaping and outdoor seat-
ing. At left, the original Stanley sign will be 
restored—one of the requirements the building 
met to achieve landmark status.

*Retail

North Entrance

East Entrance

West Entrance

Main Entrance

South Entrance
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BACK TO THE JFresh StartFresh Start
join today

Get your 6th and 12th months FREE*
Some of the Perks: Year-round Salt-Sanitized Indoor, Outdoor Pools
Insanity, Boot Camp & TRX • Fitness Classes • Yoga & Heated Yoga Studio

For more information or to tour the facility
call Judy at 303.316.6308 today!

*New members only, 1 year commitment.

OPEN TO EVERYONE IN COLORADO

Fitness Center, 350 S. Dahlia St., Denver, CO 80246

www.jccdenver.org

Become a member today and

STORAGE  
MADE EASY

WE ARE THE INDUSTRY 
LEADER IN SELF STORAGE
✓ Clean, green facilities
✓ 24-hour surveillance  
✓ On-site managers to assist
✓ Electronic door access 

CHECK US OUT AND GET   
YOUR FIRST MONTH FREE*

Premier Family Law Firm for Over 50 Years
What sets us apart? Experience. Recognition. Dedication. Advocacy. Compassion.

303-837-0757 | www.familyatty.com

In Business
for 19 Years HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Window Washing • Carpet Cleaning • Bonded
& Insured • Offices/Apts./Homes • Park Hill Resident • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690 or 303-719-2456

Landscape Architecture
Master Plans • Hardscape • Plants

Urban Gardens • 303.320.0392
Sarah Christian • Stapleton Owned Business

www.urbangardensinc.com

Affordable
going forward.

 Apart from the usual density issues 
(more cars in the alley, more likelihood 
that a trash can gets left in the alley, more 
children’s voices), Matt Wagner says 
living next to the affordable apartments 
has not been an inconvenience (and he 
adds that if you don’t like the sound of kids 
playing when you open your windows, you 
shouldn’t live in Stapleton). 

Mekonnen acknowledges there may be 
incidences where kids and families aren’t the 
ideal, but overall believes their management 
is good. Katie and Mike agree with that, 
but like any neighborhood with small lots, 
when there 
is a problem, 
the next-door 
neighbor is the 
one who sees it, 
not the person 
two or three 
houses away. 

Katie points 
out that orga-
nized efforts 
to help the 
neighbors get 
acquainted with 
the apartment 
residents would 
be helpful. 

Mekonnen acknowledges that making 
the neighborhood socially seamless would 
be ideal, and maybe that’s something his 
organization could do a little bit better. 

Then he explains that he’s working his 
way through five or six layers of financing for 
his next affordable for-sale units. For the 84-
unit affordable rental building on Northfield 
Blvd. just west of the Staybridge Suites, he 
says there are 10 different layers of financing. 
Getting money for the physical building is 
hard enough. When he tries to add in a per-
son, the financing people say, “Gete, I’m not 
paying for that.” But his organization is still 
committed to helping people who purchased 
homes through them, even if it was 20 years 
ago, and his plan is to continue that model.

What Lies Ahead? 
As of the latest statistics (first quarter 2015), 

with a total of 7,186 rental and for-sale units 
built, the affordable housing goals and achieve-
ments for Stapleton are:

•  10% of all for-sale homes should be “af-
fordable” (currently 4.84%)

 •  20 percent of rentals should be “afford-
able” (currently 22.4%)

•  One-third of all residences should be rent-
als (currently 17.2%) 

The 322 homes planned for the Aurora por-
tion of Stapleton will not include an affordable 
program and will not have any rentals. 

Tom Gleason, Forest City VP said, by e-mail, 
“We are 
setting aside 
lots as we go 
forward that 
will enable us 
to meet our 
affordable 
housing com-
mitment.” 

Maps at 
StapletonDen-
ver.com/af-
fordable (and 
posted with 
this article at 
FrontPorch-
Stapleton.

com) show the currently known locations. “I do 
not anticipate at this time that the lots marked 
for future affordable development will change, 
although it is always important to remember that 
all aspects of future development are subject to 
change,” Gleason wrote.

All affordable housing built in Stapleton is 
subsidized by Forest City with land provided 
at no cost, cash, or both—and combined with 
other subsidies for construction. 

For information on upcoming affordable 
housing in Stapleton and qualifying for the 
affordable housing program, see page 34.

(1) “The Impacts of Neighborhoods on Intergen-
erational Mobility, Childhood Exposure Effects and 
County-Level Estimates” by Raj Chetty and Nathaniel 
Hendren, Harvard University.

(2) New York Times, May 4, 2015, “An Atlas of 
Upward Mobility Shows Paths Out of Poverty” by David 
Leonhardt, Amanda Cox and Claire Cain Miller.

(continued from page 15

The Bluff Lake affordable rental apartments near MLK Blvd 
and Havana, built and managed by Mercy Housing, opened 
in June 2012.
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their first Sazza 
(short for salads and pizza) in Greenwood Village 
in 2006, where they also ran a small farm until 
this year. They’ll expand their menu at the Stanley 
to include sandwiches, homemade rolls, pasta 
dishes and “sazzones” (their version of calzones). 
Specialty dishes will feature produce from the new 
farm, called High Street Farm. “High Street Farm 
soup will be a specialty,” said Hayes.

Besides supplying some ingredients for the 
restaurant, High Street Farm will offer educational 
programs for schools, as well as farm-to-table 
dinner events. “We hope to eventually have bees 
and chickens as well,” said Rogoff.

At 3,100 square feet, Sazza at the Stanley will 
be about twice the size of the Greenwood Village 
location and will have a patio for dining. As at 
the original restaurant, recycled tables, tableware 
and even staff shirts will demonstrate the couple’s 
commitment to sustainability. “Everything has 
a purpose and a reason,” said Rogoff. “Our 
outdoor tables are made from recycled bottles 
and our glassware is made from wine bottles. Our 
mismatched silverware and employee shirts are 
donated by our customers.” 

For more information, go to sazzarestaurant.
com, or call 303.797.2992.

Need peace of mind?
Due to the significant hail storms in 2014 and 2015, it’s a good idea to have  
your property inspected for damage. 

Cenco Building Services is a family owned, full-service general contractor, actively serving roofing, restoration  
and remodeling clients in Stapleton and the surrounding neighborhoods. Our field staff are licensed,  
independent adjusters—not just salesmen—so we give you honest feedback on every inspection.

www.cencobuildingservices.com

Call us today for a FREE property inspection

720.583.1690

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

(continued from page 21)

What’s new at Stanley?

Clementine’s Salon
Dani Everson, owner of Clementine’s Salon, 

knew she wanted to expand her business to Stanley 
as soon as she heard about the project. “We have cli-
entele in Stapleton and they kept talking about the 
Stanley,” Everson said. “It’s a unique project because 
unlike The Source—which is mostly food-orient-
ed—the Stanley will have a wide variety of business-
es. We want to be a part of it.”

Clementine’s offers men’s and women’s haircuts, 
color and styling, as well as makeup application. The 
salon opened in 2011 in the Highlands neighbor-
hood at 33rd Ave. and Tejon St. “Other Highlands 
businesses are expanding to the Stanley, so there will 
be people we know there,” said Everson. 

“The Stanley is an old building, like our space 
now. I like a space with character, with history 
attached to it. The new space is 2,000 square feet, 
nearly double the 1,100 we have now, so we’ll have 
more stylists working. Also, we’ll be able to host 
educators to teach our stylists the latest trends.” 

Everson said the new Clementine’s will keep its 
signature look, with a bit of a difference. “We’ll keep 
our ‘shabby-chic’ décor, with a bit more polished 
look.”

For more information, see clementinesdenver.
com or call 720.328.3594.

Hope Tank
Hope Tank is a boutique with a mission to 

help the community. Owner Erika Righter, a 
former social worker, helps nearly 70 local char-
ities through sales of handmade and imported 
gifts, toys and clothing. Artists donate a portion 
of their sales to a charity of their choice.

“I wanted to create a place where inspired 
people could come together to have an impact 
on our community. I built a store that could 
introduce customers to interesting products, 
and at the same time, educate and inspire them 
to give. I want people to own their impact, and 
plant the seeds to do more.”

Since Righter opened Hope Tank in 2012 
at 64 Broadway, the store has donated almost 
$60,000 to charities benefiting people and 
animals. 

Restaurants Retail

She said the Stanley store will carry 
mostly children’s products. “We’ve had lots of 
requests for a kid store version of Hope Tank. 
We’ll feature educational toys and items for 
special-needs children.” 

The “look” of the Stanley store will be 
unusual and different, said Righter. “It’s a 
surprise, a secret. We’re asking our nonprofits 
to help design it, which is different than the 
way most people do this.” 

Learn more at www.HopeTank.org or call 
720.837.1565.

The patio of the 
beer garden will 
extend out as far 
as where Shaker 
is standing. The 
railings will be 
made with recy-
cled materials 
from the original 
building, shown 
below. 

The west entrance is between Comida and Sweet Cow Ice Cream. To the right of Sweet Cow, 
on the south end of the building, will be the beer garden, which Mark Shaker points out below.
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We’re accepting new patients -  
newborns, toddlers, teens & everyone in-between!

2975 Roslyn St.
Unit 100 

Denver, CO 80238

Noah Makovsky, MD
Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD
Amy Nash, MD
Richard Gustafson, MD
Nicole Erwin, MD

Robyn Smith, PA-C
Kara Lampe, PA-C 
Noriko Rothberg, CPNP
Danny Kamlet, PA

like us on facebook.com/stapletonpeds

By Molly Worth

The waiting is the hardest part—so goes the hit 
song by Tom Petty. It’s a sentiment that con-
sumed three Stapleton men, Lee Ferguson, 

Micha Hanson and David Tonini, in the days be-
fore Thursday, July 30, 2015, as they stood on the 
beach looking at the turbulent sea. They had been 
waiting 10 days for the cyclonic winds to subside so 
they could make their attempt to swim a three-man 
relay across the English Channel. 

“I sat on the beach thinking I was going home 
[without swimming],” recalls Tonini, 39, about the 
day before the swim. An attorney, he had a trial 
starting and couldn’t wait 
any longer for the weather 
to improve. He began 
encouraging Ferguson and 
Hanson to make a go of 
it with a two-man relay. 
Ferguson and Hanson 
felt apprehensive about 
changing formats, so they 
started posting queries on 
discussion boards, looking 
for a third swimmer if they were cleared to go. After 
all, they’d been planning since 2013 and had spent 
a full six months lining up a registered pilot and 
boat. They’d logged tens of thousands of meters in 
training sessions. They’d completed more than 12 
grueling cold-water swims in Colorado reservoirs 
and lakes. Would Mother Nature play her trump 

card and thwart all their efforts? 
Ferguson, Hanson and Tonini, who dubbed 

themselves the Continental Divide team, had to 
make the final determination when the weather was 
acceptable to make their attempt. The windy con-
ditions finally calmed, and on Wednesday, July 29 a 
local team from Dover, who was slotted before the 
trio, ceded their spot for the next day to the waiting 
swimmers from Colorado. 

So, on Thursday, July 30, Ferguson, Hanson 
and Tonini finally dove into the English Channel. 
They not only finished their channel swim, they set 
a world record with their time of 10 hours and 3 

minutes for a three-man relay. 
They had navigated two years 
of planning, logistics, training 
and the added uncertainty 
of whether they could even 
attempt a swim to finally 
make the crossing and crush 
the record in the process. 

Hanson takes all the blame 
for suggesting that he and his 
two buddies swim the chan-

nel. They were all lifelong swimmers, having swum 
in college and for several years in the Stapleton 
MCA Masters summer program. He brought it up 
over beers one night. Ferguson and Tonini laughing-
ly replied that if Hanson did all the planning, they’d 
show up for the swim. They should have known 
then that he was crazy enough to follow through. 

To put it into perspective, swimming the 
channel is considered the Mount Everest of 
open-water swimming feats. There are longer 
and colder swims, but it’s considered the most 
difficult for a variety of reasons. The tides whip 
swimmers all over the place, sometimes adding 
miles to the 21-mile swim, in which wetsuits 
are prohibited. The channel is one of the busiest 
shipping lanes in the world, with 600 tankers 
passing through and 200 ferries and other vessels 
crossing each day. Swells can reach more than 
six feet. Add in the cold water and the inevitable 
waiting that comes with these crossings and their 
achievement becomes a 
mental and physical feat 
that most would never 
dream of attempting.

Ferguson says the 
cold-water training was 
significant. The Channel 
Swimming Association 
(CSA), which observes and 
authenticates cross-chan-
nel swims in the Strait of 
Dover, requires swim-
mers to log at least one 
two-hour swim below 60 
degrees with a witness. 
The trio did more than 12 
swims below 65 degrees. 
Hanson, who gained 10 

pounds of insulation by drinking three protein drinks 
a day, also endured regular cold showers and ice baths 
to increase his tolerance. Still, he suffered symptoms of 
hypothermia after their May 1 swim in a bone-chilling 
Chatfield Reservoir. It was 55 degrees. 

“I have very distinct memories of our 56- and 
57-degree swims being very miserable,” relates the 
47-year-old Ferguson, who opted for the unconven-
tional nutritional approach of drinking more beer to 
maintain his weight. 

Sitting around the cozy confines of The Bistro 
in Stapleton recently, all three swimmers admit they 
had doubts they could make their crossing after that 

Micha Hanson approaches France 
as the team successfully completes 
“The Big Channel Swim.”

Three Stapleton Friends Break Record Crossing English Channel

Stapleton resident Lee Ferguson swims strong at the 
end of the northeast lane, nearly in French inshore 
waters. Below: David Tonini swims a leg of the relay.

Left: Lee Ferguson, Micha Hanson and David Tonini 
boat to the take off point near Dover, England to 
swim the English Channel.

Photos courtesy of swimmers
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Chatfield swim. Ferguson relates that it was so 
cold he could “feel Micha’s body heat” as his fellow 
swimmer waded by him in two feet of the icy 
water at the start of that swim. 

“It’s all I could think about,” says Hanson, who 
poured over data on average temperatures and 
tried to extrapolate the temperatures they’d likely 
encounter. His fears about the cold and the pos-
sibility of a night swim—a regular occurrence for 
channel swims due to tides—were relieved some-
what by the CROWS (Colorado Represents Open 
Water Swimming). As they “chased cold water” 
throughout the spring, the trio would routinely 
meet members of this veteran group of marathon 
swimmers who always had encouraging smiles and 
much-needed advice. 

But when splashdown finally came, the cold 
was hardly a factor. The water temperature on July 
30 was 61 degrees—still cold, but not moun-
tain-lake cold. “It’s a bit lumpy today,” remarked 
their boat pilot, Eric Hartley, about the residual 
waves from the previous days of high winds. Toni-

ni says there were swells approaching four feet. But the team wasn’t likely 
to be deterred at this point. In fact, the long wait and the uncertainty 
seemingly fueled the adrenaline required for a record-breaking swim. 

In accordance with CSA rules, each member of the relay must swim 
for a minimum of 60 minutes each time he enters the water and be out of 
the water by the 65-minute mark. The team members transition by having 
the new swimmer enter the water and overtake the prior swimmer in that 
five-minute interval. As the Continental Divide team neared their landing 
point, France’s Cap Gris Nez, the boat had to anchor some 200 yards from 
land due to rocky shoals. Ferguson and Tonini were on board scrutinizing 
the clock. Hanson, who was in the water nearing dry land, had to finish 
under the 65-minute maximum per swimmer. Otherwise, Ferguson would 
have to swim from the boat, overtake Hanson and complete the swim, 
adding precious minutes to their time. With barely audible screams from 
his teammates to swim faster, Hanson touched down on French soil 93 

seconds before his maximum swimming time was up.
Elated, relieved and tired, the three rode back in the boat to 

Dover. A text from Ferguson’s wife brought the astounding news 
that they had broken the record for a three-man relay, but this wasn’t 
confirmed by the CSA observer who accompanied the team on the 
boat until Hanson got a phone call as he was boarding the plane 
home. The former record held by a three-man relay was 10 hours 45 
minutes. The Continental Divide team beat it by 42 minutes.

Back in Dover, the three friends ended their journey just how 

it began—by enjoying a few pints. This time, they sat at the 
legendary White Horse Tavern, where channel swimmers adorn 
the walls with their sentiments and times. Hanson may visit 
again someday, as he’s thinking about a solo swim. His team-
mates will likely be there in spirit. Both Ferguson and Tonini 
feel one Mount Everest of swims is plenty to satisfy their thirst 
for adventure.

An avid swimmer, Molly Worth lives in Stapleton and is a 
freelance writer

After successfully swimming the channel, the Continental Divide Re-
lay Team signed their names and times on a wall at the White Horse 
Inn in Dover, England—a tradition for those who complete the swim.

Three Stapleton Friends Break Record Crossing English Channel

Photos courtesy of swimmers
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Mayor/Councilmembers Propose 
Funding for Affordable Housing

Mayor Hancock and council 
members Robin Kniech and 
Albus Brooks, recognizing that 

skyrocketing rents and home prices threat-
en to squeeze low and moderate income 
people out of Denver, are proposing an 
annual source of 
funding to build 
and maintain 
affordable hous-
ing—which they 
say will also help 
Denver attract 
new businesses 
and keep a strong 
workforce.

The mayor, 
Kniech and 
Brooks, believe 
Denver needs a reliable source of revenue 
for affordable housing—just as the city 
has for other priorities, like parks and 
libraries. In 2012, voters authorized the 
city to keep property tax mills that would 
otherwise have been returned to taxpayers 
under TABOR guidelines. Those mills 
have been used to catch city services back 
up to where they were before the reces-
sion. However, Denver did not keep all 
the mills authorized by the voters, it has 
been crediting some back to taxpayers. 
Hancock, Kniech and Brooks are pro-
posing that one of those mills now being 
credited be used instead to sustainably 
fund affordable housing in Denver.

The three sponsors of the proposal are 
asking the community to join in a conver-
sation about asking City Council to vote 
to dedicate up to one of those mills for 
affordable housing. Dedicating an existing 
property tax mill could generate up to 
$13 million a year, would be stable over 
time, and would cost the typical home-
owner only $25-50 a year (with homes 
from $250,000 to $500,000).

In addition, the three sponsors believe 

the city should explore charging a 
low fee on new development to help 
mitigate the housing demand those 
projects stimulate. Called a “housing 
linkage” or “impact fee,” this approach 
has been successful in other cities to 

help balance 
growth with 
housing de-
mand. Devel-
opment cycles 
go up and 
down with 
the economy, 
so pairing this 
fee with the 
more stable 
property tax 
source would 

ensure the city can maintain a steady 
commitment to affordable housing. 

The mayor, Kniech and Brooks say 
$15 million of dedicated revenue could 
provide over five times more afford-
able homes than the city’s existing 
resources would provide in the next ten 
years—including housing with support 
services for the homeless, workforce 
rental housing and homeownership 
opportunities. Currently, the mayor’s 
2016 budget proposes $8 million 
for preservation and construction of 
affordable homes, more than double 
that of prior years, pending approval by 
City Council.

 Stakeholders, civic leaders and City 
Council will begin work on the details 
of this proposal in September, with 
updates and opportunities for input 
from the public in the coming months. 
For more information or to share your 
feedback, e-mail: mayorsoffice@den-
vergov.org; kniechatlarge@denvergov.
org; albus.brooks@denvergov.org.
Information provided by Mayor Hancock and 
Councilmembers Kniech and Brooks.

Mayor Hancock speaks at an affordable 
housing opening in Stapleton in 2007.
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Wachtel says sympathy and empathy are 
very different concepts. “Sympathy is feeling 
sorry for somebody. Empathy is understand-
ing where somebody is coming from on an 
intellectual level, why they are doing the 
things they are doing, why they are having the 
emotional reactions they are having.” 

A lack of empathy can manifest itself in a 
variety of ways. “Almost always, it comes out 
as problems with anger because anger is a very 
easy emotion to access, but it’s a very surface 
emotion,” Wachtel explains. “Usually there’s 
something else going on like sadness, frustra-
tion, anxiety or a feeling of unfairness.” 

If boys can be empathic, it helps in nearly 
every area of their lives, says Wachtel. He 
found research showing that empathic boys 
do better in school, have more high-quality 
friends, are seen as leaders and deal better 
with bullies. As they get older, he found em-
pathic males tend to get better jobs and report 
higher satisfaction in romantic relationships 
and life in general. “I figured it was a good 
thing but it was surprising to see how much 

stuff it helped with.” 
In his research, Wachtel discovered that 

there’s a pretty clear difference in the way we 
socialize boys and girls. “When they are born, 
boys and girls have an equal propensity to de-
velop empathy and for aggression and anger.” 
Around ages 3–4, however, he says a split be-
gins to happen in which girls naturally start to 
be socialized to be empathic and boys don’t. 
“Society encourages girls to push down the 
anger, that it’s a bad thing and to think more 
of others. And in general, society urges boys 
to be more aggressive, to get what they want 
and to use that anger to do that,” explains 
Wachtel. “There are individual differences in 
every boy and girl and every family but when 
you look at society as a whole, that tends 
to happen. Empathy works for girls; they 
naturally get some of that training without us 
doing a whole lot. And, there are kids (boys or 
girls) who are born with a higher potential to 
be empathic, just like there are kids who are 
really smart or more athletic.”

The One Rule for Boys walks parents 

Above and right: The youth choir sings at St. Stephen’s Youth Day 
service in their church at 3125 Humboldt St. before their move.

Left: The church’s youth praise dance group performed and 27 young 
people from the church were recognized for their educational achieve-
ments or scholarship awards during the Youth Day service.

Below: Members of the congregation greet one another.

Watch a 
video at  

FrontPorch 
Stapleton.

com

St. Stephen Moves to Stapleton
By Carol Roberts

In December 2007 St. Stephen Mission-
ary Baptist Church purchased Stapleton 
property on Montview between Uinta and 

Valentia. After years of planning, their dream 
of building a new church and preschool is 
becoming a reality. The Acacia Preschool will 
open in September (see story on the August 
Front Porch) and the congregation will start 
meeting in a temporary sanctuary in the 
pre-school building until the new church gets 
built. Their prior location has been at 3125 
Humboldt Street.

At an event celebrating the completion of 
the preschool, members of the congregation 
shared information about their church with 
the Front Porch. “We consider ourselves a 
family. Once you walk into St. Stephen you’re 
going to feel at home,” says Carol Calhoun. 
She hopes that with the move, people who live 
in their new neighborhood will come worship 
with them.

“We are a family” and “we take care of 
our kids” are recurring themes at St. Stephen. 
Brenda Locke says after her granddaughter’s 
mother passed away, the church embraced her. 
“...she’s a junior in college but she has a whole 
family and they are people that did things for 
her financially, they supported everything she 
did...Someone told me once that I had done 
a good job with my granddaughter raising 
her. I said I didn’t raise my 
granddaughter by myself. St. 
Stephen helped me... And they 
do that with all our kids. Our 
kids are number one and we 
should have a day care center 
cause kids are number one.”

Calhoun adds, “We’re 
determined not to lose a child. 
If one of our kids is struggling, somebody is 
going to pick him up, adopt him, love him 
and put him on the right path. And that’s what 
I love best about our church.”

Locke points out that it’s not just their 
kids that they care for. The church also reach-
es out to the community. They have provided 
food and clothing for the homeless, school 
supplies for any child who needs them, and 
they have an after school program for kids 
who need help with homework.“We have 
people who call people when they’re away 
from church and find out why they’re away, 

if they need anything.” 
“We’re going to have a 

lot of things to meet the 
community, not just our 
church, but we want to 
help the whole community 
advance and grow,” says 
Locke.

Music director Barbara 
Smith says they periodically have Friday 
night programs for kids. “We keep our kids 
involved, because they could be running the 
streets…but they’re here.”
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By Madeline Schroeder

Just when Marco Dominguez was most 
cynical about the world, his cynicism was 
thrown upside down. He and his wife 

and three children received a custom-built 
Stapleton home with no mortgage for as long 
as they want to live there. 

“It’s amazing,” Dominguez says. “The 
house itself is amazing, the features are state-
of-the-art, the amenities are beautiful, the area 
is great, the neighbors are amazing, the kids 
in the neighborhood are about the same age, 
there are block parties, everybody barbeques. 
It’s Rockwellian, but modern times. It’s better 
than I even imagined.”

While serving as an army sergeant in Iraq 
from 2004 to 2007, Dominguez received two 
Purple Hearts. He was severely wounded by a 
roadside bomb, causing burns on 20 percent 
of his body, a traumatic brain injury and 
nerve damage that rendered his left side weak.

After returning home to his wife and son 
in San Antonio, Texas, in 2007, he encoun-
tered invisible wounds—the emotional and 
stressful burden of fitting back into Ameri-
can life after being at war. He felt alienated 
and useless, suddenly going from a hero to a 
disabled citizen. Every job seemed incompara-
ble to the adrenaline and pride of fighting for 
our country. Plus, violence, which is taught as 
one of the best and most appropriate respons-
es during war, has no place in normal life. 
His marriage was on the verge of ending, he 
missed most of his oldest child’s life, and he 
couldn’t find work. The cynicism grew.

They had two more kids, a girl and a boy. 
They couldn’t pay their mortgage, and this 
past year their house foreclosed. The cynicism 
fully settled in. Marco’s wife, Tammi, suggest-
ed they apply for Operation Finally Home, 
a national nonprofit that connects builders, 

suppliers and supporters with wounded, ill or 
injured veterans, or surviving spouses and their 
families. 

Desperate for a fresh start, the Dominguez 
family became interested in living in Colora-

do, so Operation Finally Home sent his bio 
to Wonderland Homes, which had reached 
out wanting to help a veteran. Wonderland 
Homes chose the family as the recipient of 
the home and planned a surprise announce-

ment. While on a visit to Colorado, the 
Dominguez family went to an Avalanche 
hockey game, where it was announced on 
the Jumbotron they would receive a brand-
new custom-built home by the developer 
Wonderland Homes in the Conservatory 
Green neighborhood of Stapleton. And just 
like that, their lives were changed.

“If you’re looking for a fresh start, there’s 
probably no better place in the country 
than Stapleton—it’s near the VA [Veterans 
Administration], the local transit, employ-
ment hubs [and it has] the neighborhood 
feel and amenities,” says Steve Phua, presi-
dent and CEO of Wonderland Homes. 

The home, valued at $529,000, will 
only cost the family the homeowner’s 
association fee and utilities. Wonderland 
Homes included the Dominguez family 
in the design and building process so it 
was customized to their taste. And it’s not 
just any home—it has unique features to 
accommodate his disabilities, including a 
handicap shower and widened doorways to 
fit a wheelchair. 

The house was move-in ready. Suppli-
ers partnered with Wonderland Homes 
to donate everything including furniture, 
kitchen supplies, bikes, barbecues and 
more. Stapleton Home Services donated 
free housecleaning for life. On move-in 
day, neighbors welcomed the Dominguez 
family with a banner with best wishes.

Steve Phua, president and CEO of Wonder-
land homes (front left) stands arm in arm with 
Marco Dominguez. The rest of the Domin-
guez family stands in front of their new Won-
derland home: (from left) Adrian, 7, Tammi, 
Isabella, 6, and Nicholas, 14.

Stapleton Builder Gives Iraq Veteran a New Home

Better View
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By Madeline Schroeder

With the 
exorbitant 
number of 

books published today 
due to self-publishing 
services like Amazon’s 
Kindle Direct, it’s 
impressive any book can 
stand out among the 
rest. Stapleton resident 
Aimee Henley expected 
zero success when she 
got into the book world, 
especially after months 
unsuccessfully searching 
for a literary agent.

Yet here she is, three novels and two novellas later, a best-
selling Amazon author. “I am floored in having any level of 
success at all,” she says.

Her newest novel, The Fire Sisters, is the final book in her 
young adult series, Brilliant Darkness. The book features 
17-year-old Fennel, a blind young woman who has an un-
usual sense of her surroundings for having no sight. Braver 
than most, she takes on the Scourge, gruesome creatures that 
threaten her people. 

Henley, who also has a psychology practice in Capitol 
Hill, came up with the idea for the book while traveling with 
her family through the bayou in Louisiana and imagining 
how swamp creatures might survive—most of her ideas come 
while traveling. Upon returning home, she wrote the first 
chapter in a day and hasn’t been able to stop writing since. 

She now works at her practice a couple of days a week 
and writes a couple of days a week. Henley believes her 
understanding of people and their motivations from her 
psychology practice helps her create believable characters in 
her writing. 

Her 12-year-old daughter is her best judge and always the 
first to read the completed product. Her 9-year-old son hasn’t 
read any of the books yet because he heard there are kissing 
scenes and he doesn’t believe he’s ready for that yet. 

After self-publishing the first book in 2012, Henley 
re-queried a literary agent who had not responded previous-
ly. After reading the book, the agent made an offer and has 
represented Henley for three years.

“I’m writing more than I am doing my psychology at this 
point. It’s really my passion,” she says. The Fire Sisters comes 
out September 25 and can be purchased at www.aghenley.
com/books.

By Madeline Schroeder

For those with a 
special fondness 
for Colora-

do and its endless 
adventures, Park Hill 
resident Sam Neu-
mann’s The Call of the 
Mountain is likely a 
good literary pick. 

The fictional book 
follows Julian Meyer, 
a New York stock 
analyst who hates his 
life and decides to 
move to Colorado 
on a whim. While he 
escapes the drudge of 

city life, Meyer encounters unusual people and even horri-
fying situations. Amazon reviewers say the book reads like a 
movie and has remnants of the thriller series True Detective. 

“I’m very proud of it. It’s fresh right now so I think it’s 
the best thing I’ve ever done,” Neumann says. This is his 
fourth book. He also wrote Memoirs of a Gas Station: A De-
lightfully Awkward Journey Across the Alaskan Tundra, a New 
York Times bestseller. He’s hoping The Call of the Mountain 
will be his second New York Times bestselling book. 

In addition to writing, Neumann does photography and 
videography. He will continue striving to solve every author’s 
challenge of finding what’s popular. “It’s difficult because if 
you write for what’s popular, by the time you release your 
book it’s too late. I think a good story and well-packaged 
product will always be in.” For more information, visit 
http://theotterlodge.com.

reCognitions
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Stingrays Have Best Season Yet

Calling Suspense Readers

The Stingrays Metro League swim team, consisting of 136 swimmers, placed first at the Metro League relay meet on July 
1, second at the Metro League Championship meet on July 17, and first in division 2 at the state Summer Club Cham-
pionship meet on July 24–26, ranking fourth overall in the state. 

The Stingrays Metro League dive team, consisting of 31 divers, placed second at the League championship on July 15. 
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The Stingrays coaches celebrate 
after having their best season. Left 
to right: Rich LeDuc (Head Coach), 
Caitlin Moore, Elizabeth Hannifin, 
Alyssa Rupert and Kirk Witulski.

Photo courtesy of R
achael V

incent-N
ew

ell
Ph

ot
o 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

Sa
m

 N
eu

m
an

n



September 2015 									        30								           Stapleton Front Porch

We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds • Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!
a style for every point of viewTM

30% OFF
Home or Office 

Window Treatments
Call today for details!

303-422-1499
or visit us online at www.budgetblinds.com

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. 
Lifetime limited warranties. 

Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 9/30/15.

Budget Blinds – custom window
coverings that fit your style 

and budget!

• Personal Style Consultants
• Thousands of samples from the best brands
• “Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

• Complete Irrigation 
Maintenance

• LED Low Voltage 
Landscape/Holiday Lighting

• Snow & Ice Management

• C e rtified Wa t e r
Conservation Specialists

• Complete Landscape 
D e s i g n / B u i l d / R e n o v a t e

• Xeriscape/Drip

Joe DiBlasi, C I C , C L I A

3 0 3 - 7 6 6 - 0 7 7 5
j k j l a w n s p r i n k l e r . c o m

We would be honored i f you would refer us  t o

your fami ly and fri ends .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••• 

••••••••••••••••

• Complete Irrigation 
Maintenance

• LED Low Voltage 
Landscape/Holiday Lighting

• Snow & Ice Management

• C e rtified Wa t e r
Conservation Specialists

• Complete Landscape 
D e s i g n / B u i l d / R e n o v a t e

• Xeriscape/Drip

Joe DiBlasi, C I C , C L I A

3 0 3 - 7 6 6 - 0 7 7 5
j k j l a w n s p r i n k l e r . c o m

We would be honored i f you would refer us  t o

your fami ly and fri ends .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••• 

••••••••••••••••

• Complete Irrigation 
Maintenance

• LED Low Voltage 
Landscape/Holiday Lighting

• Snow & Ice Management

• C e rtified Wa t e r
Conservation Specialists

• Complete Landscape 
D e s i g n / B u i l d / R e n o v a t e

• Xeriscape/Drip

Joe DiBlasi, C I C , C L I A

3 0 3 - 7 6 6 - 0 7 7 5
j k j l a w n s p r i n k l e r . c o m

We would be honored i f you would refer us  t o

your fami ly and fri ends .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••• 

••••••••••••••••

• Complete Irrigation 
Maintenance

• LED Low Voltage 
Landscape/Holiday Lighting

• Snow & Ice Management

• C e rtified Wa t e r
Conservation Specialists

• Complete Landscape 
D e s i g n / B u i l d / R e n o v a t e

• Xeriscape/Drip

Joe DiBlasi, C I C , C L I A

3 0 3 - 7 6 6 - 0 7 7 5
j k j l a w n s p r i n k l e r . c o m

We would be honored i f you would refer us  t o

your fami ly and fri ends .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••• 

••••••••••••••••

• Complete Irrigation 
Maintenance

• LED Low Voltage 
Landscape/Holiday Lighting

• Snow & Ice Management

• C e rtified Wa t e r
Conservation Specialists

• Complete Landscape 
D e s i g n / B u i l d / R e n o v a t e

• Xeriscape/Drip

Joe DiBlasi, C I C , C L I A

3 0 3 - 7 6 6 - 0 7 7 5
j k j l a w n s p r i n k l e r . c o m

We would be honored i f you would refer us  t o

your fami ly and fri ends .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••• 

••••••••••••••••

• Complete Irrigation 
Maintenance

• LED Low Voltage 
Landscape/Holiday Lighting

• Snow & Ice Management

• C e rtified Wa t e r
Conservation Specialists

• Complete Landscape 
D e s i g n / B u i l d / R e n o v a t e

• Xeriscape/Drip

Joe DiBlasi, C I C , C L I A

3 0 3 - 7 6 6 - 0 7 7 5
j k j l a w n s p r i n k l e r . c o m

We would be honored i f you would refer us  t o

your fami ly and fri ends .

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•••• 

••••••••••••••••

Proudly Serving Metro Denver  
for 30 Years

Install • Repair • Service 
10% New Customer Discount

303.766.0775  
jkjlawnsprinkler.com

Certified Water Conservation Professionals
Audit/Rebate Program Partners

Watch 
a video at  
FrontPorch 
Stapleton.

com

By Courtney Drake-McDonough

He’s not employed by LEGO® but Sean Kenney 
is probably their best sales and marketing per-
son, by association. He can rattle off LEGO’s 

history (the company started in 1958) but for more than 
10 years, the award-winning LEGO® Bricks artist has 
been writing his own history. With a 17-person staff in 
New York, he creates nature-inspired, life-size (and larg-
er) sculptures completely out of LEGO parts. More than 
35 of Kenney’s sculptures are currently on display in a 
traveling exhibit at Denver Zoo through November 1 
in “Nature Connects, Art with LEGO® Bricks” brought 
to you by The Goddard School. Ten of the pieces were 
specially commissioned by Denver Zoo for this exhibit. 

“I was always a super-LEGO fan,” says Kenney. “And 
I was always an artist, a graphic designer. I just merged 
my two interests together.” When I told him about the 
super-deluxe set of LEGOs I had as a child and then 
passed onto my children, he asked, in all seriousness, 
“Why did you ever stop playing with them?” He clearly 
didn’t. 

LEGO is aware of Kenney (he’s their best customer, 
buying all of the pieces he needs, in bulk). The company 
has called on him to help with sculptures for certain 
LEGO events. But Kenney says he wouldn’t want to be 
financially backed by the company. Describing himself 
as a “bootstrapper by nature,” he pulls himself up by the 
bootstraps to do what needs to be done. “If I worked 

Life-size LEGO 
Zoo Animals

for LEGO, at any point, they could decide they don’t 
need me anymore or don’t want me to do this. This way, 
I control what I do. I’m a small business and they are a large 
corporation.” He’s happy keeping it that way. 

Kenney stands proudly in front of one of his sculptures at 
Denver Zoo, a life-size mama polar bear with her cubs located, 
purposefully, around the corner from the live polar bears on exhibit 
at the zoo. This particular sculpture took three people four months 
to finish. It has 125,000 pieces and weighs 625 pounds. All of his 
sculptures are hollow except for 1- to 2-inch-thick walls. The sculp-
tures are supported by metal bars internally and sit on a metal base 
covered with mulch. A special coating helps protect the sculptures 
from harmful UV rays that could alter the colors. This is the largest 
sculpture Kenney has ever made. “You should have seen the looks I 
got as I wheeled it out the door of my New York studio!” he recalls.

After sketching out designs and planning how to achieve the 
shapes and colors he is after, Kenney and his crew set to work, gluing 
each piece in place as they go describing it “like brick and mortar.” 
The sculptures are made entirely of LEGO parts, even utilizing 
accessory pieces in different ways. It might be a cauldron from a 
witches set for a baby polar bear’s eye, or a translucent part from an 
alien ship layered with colored blocks behind it to create just the 
right shade for another animal’s eye. Even the animals’ whiskers are 
fiber optic cables from LEGO sets. 

The animals’ faces can be a challenge for Kenney and his crew. In 
the studio, they stand there, in front of the animals and discuss that 
maybe one of the eyes looks a little sad or the smile is looking more 
like a smirk. “It’s very much like any discussion in a fine art studio,” 
he says. One major difference between Kenney’s works of art and 
artists working on canvas is that people really, really want to touch 

his works of art. “LEGOs are so tactile,” Kenney says. “The only 
mishaps that have ever happened were because of vandalism. No one 
goes up to a Monet and says, ‘I wonder what that paint feels like’ but 
they do want to touch the LEGOs.” Touching and climbing are not 
allowed with any of Kenney’s sculptures. 

The sculptor, who has written eight children’s books offering 
tips and tricks for building with LEGOS, hopes his sculptures will 
be inspiring. He would like to encourage an appreciation of nature, 
seeing it in a new way. And he hopes kids will see his sculpture of a 
polar bear, then go see the real polar bears, then go home and draw 
them or try to make their own animals with LEGOs. Kenney knows 
he’s inspiring creativity and a love of animals “in fun ways.” “It’s just 
a lot less serious, like me.” 

“Nature Connects, Art with LEGO® Bricks” is included with 
zoo admission. Special events are planned throughout October in 
advance of Halloween, including the unveiling of several new, spooky 
sculptures. For details, visit www.denverzoo.org.

Silar Washer, 6, and Solomon Washer, 7, found a new hero 
at the Denver Zoo—LEGO artist Sean Kenney who is shown 
explaining how he created his life-size sculptures. 
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DISCLAIMER: The Front Porch obtains event information 
through websites and press releases and cannot guar-
antee that events will occur as listed. Please use contact 
information to check for updates.

(continued on pg. 32)

SEASONAL EVENTS
9/4 to 9/7—A Taste of Colorado, Festival of Mountain and Plain. Civic 
Center Park. www.atasteofcolorado.com

9/10 to 9/13—Longs Peak Scottish Irish Festival. Pipe bands, Irish and 
folk dancing, parade, much more. Estes Park. www.scotfest.com

9/18 to 9/20—Broomfield Days. Broomfield, Colo. www.broomfield.
org

9/18 to 9/20—Denver Oktoberfest. 20th and Larimer, Ballpark neigh-
borhood. Repeats 9/25-9/27. www.thedenveroktoberfest.com

9/18 to 9/20—Downtown Boulder Fall Fest. Downtown Boulder down-
townboulder.com

9/18 to 9/20—Summerset Festival. Clement Park, Littleton. www.
summersetfest.com

9/18 to 11/1—Botanic Gardens Corn Maze. Denver Botanic Gardens 
Chatfield, 8500 W. Deer Creek Canyon Rd. www.botanicgardens.
org

9/23 to 11/1—Anderson Farms Fall Festival. Corn maze, pumpkin 
patch, hayrides, barrel train and more. 6728 County Road 3¼, 
Erie, Colo. www.andersonfarms.com

9/27 to 10/31—Cottonwood Farms Pumpkin Patch and Fall Festival. Farm 
animals, straw bale maze, 1½-acre corn maze, wagon rides. etc. 
Daily 10am-6pm. 75th and Arapahoe, Boulder. www.cottonwood-
farms.com

10/3 to 10/4—Lakewood Cider Days. Lakewood Heritage Center. 
10am-5pm; $4-$7. www.lakewood.org

10/3 to 10/4—Pumpkin Harvest Festival. Four Mile Historic Park. 
Horse-drawn wagon rides, pumpkin patch, build a scarecrow, etc. 
10am-4pm. 715 S. Forest St. www.fourmilepark.org

DENVER METRO EVENTS
Through 9/7—Colorado State Fair. Pueblo Fairgrounds, Pueblo, Colo. 
www.coloradostatefair.com

Through 9/12—Print & Process–Possibilities in Print. Explores relationships 
between regional printmakers over multiple generations. Tradition-
al prints, printed sculpture, book art and installation pieces. Art 
Gym at 1460 Leyden St. FREE. www.artgymdenver.com

Through 10/11—In Bloom: Painting in the Age of Impressionism. 60 
19th-century French floral still-life paintings by Manet, Degas, 
Renoir, Cezanne, van Gogh, etc. Denver Art Museum. www.
denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/bloom

Through 10/18—Deborah Butterfield–The Nature of Horses. Contemporary 
cast bronze horse sculptures amid Denver Botanic Gardens’ out-
door environment. Included with admission. www.botanicgardens.
org

9/4 Friday—First Friday Art Walks. Santa Fe Arts District, Tennyson Art 
Walk, River North (RiNo) Art District, Golden Triangle Museum, 
Navajo Street Art District. www.denver.org/things-to-do/den-
ver-arts-culture/denver-art-districts

9/4 to 9/7—A Taste of Colorado. Food, music, arts and crafts. Fire-
works and carnival rides. Civic Center Park. www.atasteofcolora-
do.com

9/12 Saturday—Cockpit Demo Day. Free with admission. Wings Over 
the Rockies Museum, Lowry. 10am-2pm. www.wingsmuseum.org

9/12 Saturday—Sunnyside Music Festival. Chaffee Park, NW Denver. 
www.sunnysidemusicfest.org

9/12 Saturday—Tour de Fat. Bike parade around NE Denver sponsored 
by New Belgium Brewery. Bands, food, beer. Registration 10am; 
parade 11am. Festivities in City Park till 6pm. www.newbelgium.
com/events/tour-de-fat/denver

9/12 to 9/13—12th Annual Festival Italiano at Belmar. Italian food, wine 
and artisan vendors. 10am-9pm Sat., 10am-5pm Sun. www.
belmarcolorado.com

9/12 to 9/20—Denver Coliseum Mineral Fossil and Gem Show. Denver Col-
iseum, I-70 and Brighton Blvd. Largest mineral and fossil show in 
U.S. Hundreds of exhibitors, 9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 9am-5pm Sunday. 
FREE admission. www.coliseumshow.com

9/12, 9/19 and 9/26—FREE Learn to Compost Classes. Saturdays. Offered 
by Denver Recycles. 9/12 and 9/19 worm workshop; 9/26 Build 
a Pile. Registration required: 303.292.9900 www.dug.org/com-
post

9/18 to 9/20—48th Annual Denver Gem and Mineral Show. Denver Mart 
Expo, 451 E. 58th Ave. I-25, exit 215. Tickets $4-$6, under 13 
free with adult. Cash or check only. www.denvermineralshow.com

9/18 to 9/26—Denver Beer Fest. Tastings, tours, paired dinners and 
more. Multiple locations. www.denverbeerfest.com

9/19 Saturday—Afternoon Tea Etiquette. Molly Brown House. Ages 8 
and up. $24. Sittings: 11:15am, and 2:15pm. jwilms@molly-
brown.org or 303.832.4092x17. www.mollybrown.org

9/19 Saturday—Denver Dumb Friends League Wag N Trail. 1.6-mile hike 
with your dog to help homeless pets at Buddy Center. 8am-12pm. Glendale 
Farm Open Space, Castle Rock. 303.751.5772 ext 1378. www.ddfl.org

9/24 Thursday—League of Women Voters Kickoff Meeting. Presentation by 
Andrew Romanoff. 5:45pm. McCollum Rm., Montview Presbyterian 
Church, 1980 Dahlia St. www.lwvdenver.org

9/25 to 9/26—Botanic Gardens Fall Plant & Bulb Sale. West Terrace. 9-5pm 
Fri., 9-3pm Sat. Free admission to Gardens both days. Thousands 
of bulbs, plants and bushes; members get 10% off. 1007 York St. 
www.botanicgardens.org

9/30 to 10/4—Just Between Friends Gear and Clothing Sale. Denver’s larg-
est kids’ gear & clothing resale event. Thurs.- Sun. $2 off with Front 
Porch listing. National Western Complex, I-70 & Brighton Blvd. 
tracey@jbfsale.com or 303.884.9198. Hours/admission: www.
denver.jbfsale.com

10/2 Friday—29th Carousel Ball Presented by Children’s Diabetes Foundation. 
John and Paige Elway honored with High Hopes Tribute Award. 
Hyatt Regency Denver. Benefits Barbara Davis Center for Child-
hood Diabetes for clinical care/research for 6,000+ children and 
adults. www.childrensdiabetesfoundation.org/events/2015-carou-
sel-ball-denver/#sthash.XkiTlvCv.dpuf

10/4 Sunday—Denver’s Worldwide Festival. 10am-4pm. Galleria, Denver 
Center for Performing Arts. www.denversistercities.org

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Through 9/24—Denver Bike Night. Wednesdays through 9/24. Evening 
bike rides thru downtown Denver. 7pm. Various start points. www.
denvercruiserride.com

9/13 Sunday—3K Walk to Defeat ALS. Sloan’s Lake. 9am register, 10am 
walk, or register at www.alsa.org/denverwalk

9/13 Sunday—5K Run for the Animals. Costume-based 5K. Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods Park. www.5krunfortheanimals.com

9/19 Saturday—2015 Walk to End Alzheimer’s. Denver City Park. 8am. 
www.coloradoalzwalk.org

Love Your Smile!

IV Sedation | Wisdom Tooth Removal | Implants | Dentures | Invisalign

New Patient 
Special $59
Includes Cleaning, Exam & X-rays.

Dr. Kate Steele • Steele Dentistry
 3545 Quebec St, Ste 110
Denver, CO 80238 (Behind Sonic)
720-897-7295 • steeledental.com

PROFESSIONAL REAL ESTATE...
...FOR PROFESSIONAL CLIENTS

u MBA, UC Berkeley, the nation’s leading graduate real estate program
u 25 Years’ Experience – Residential, Commercial & Development
u Approach grounded in fi nancial discipline, market insight,
     strategic marketing, expert negotiations and deal structuring
u Directed Corporate Real Estate for E&J Gallo Winery
u Marketing Consultant to Fortune 500 Companies

Ethan Dulsky/Broker

www.VeritageProperties.com
Ethan@VeritageProperties.com | 303.883.6930



September 2015 									        32								           Stapleton Front Porch

LOCAL EVENT   Listings
(continued from p. 31)
9/20 Sunday—7th Annual Hop, Skip and a Jump Start. 
Stroller- and family-friendly 5K and expo benefits 
Children’s Museum of Denver. www.mychildsmu-
seum.org

9/27 Sunday—Step Up for Down Syndrome Walk 2015. 
Denver City Park. Continental breakfast, face 
painting, games, entertainment, resource fair 
and performance by local cover band Flip Side. 
www.StepUpDenver.org 

9/29 Tuesday—Center for Women’s Health Research 
Annual Community Luncheon. “Controversies in Preven-
tion of Cardiovascular Disease: Aspirin, Estrogen 
and Vitamin D.” Keynote: JoAnn Manson, MD, 
DrPH, Harvard Med. School. 11:30am-1:30pm. 
Seawell Ballroom, Denver Center for Performing 
Arts. Tickets/sponsorships: Nancy.Oudet@ucden-
ver.edu or 303.724.9179. www.ucdenver.edu/
academics/colleges/medicalschool/centers/
WomensHealth/Documents/2015_CWHRsympo-
sium_SaveTheDate.pdfwww.cwhr.org

KIDS AND FAMILIES
Through 10/4—Toys of the ’50s, ’60s and ’70s. Free 
with museum admission. See website for special 
events during exhibit. www.historycolorado.org

Through 11/1—Nature Connects, Art with LEGO Bricks. 
Over 35 life-size and larger animal and plant 
sculptures created using LEGO bricks. Free with 
Zoo admission. www.denverzoo.org

9/1 to 9/29—Tuesdays in September–Four Mile Historic 
Park Small Settlers. Ages 2-5 accompanied by 

parent/caregiver. 9-10am. $5/child adults free, 
members free. 715 S. Forest St. Advance register: 
720.865.0814 or education@fourmilepark.org 
www.fourmilepark.org

9/4 to 9/18—Storytime in the Exploration Station. 
10:30am. 1st and 3rd Fridays, Free with admis-
sion. Wings Over the Rockies Museum, Lowry. 
www.wingsmuseum.org

9/2 Wednesday—Preschool Storytime at History Colorado 
Center. 9:30-10am, For kids 2-5 and their caretak-
ers. Free with admission. www.historycolorado.
org

9/5 Saturday—Home Depot Kids Workshop. 9am-12pm. 
FREE how-to clinics first Sat. monthly, ages 5-12. 
Get Home Depot apron, wooden project and 
project pin. Metro-area Home Depot stores. 
www.homedepot.com

9/12 to 9/26—Lowe’s Build and Grow Kids Clinics. Bring 
kids to Lowe’s stores to build FREE wood project: 
Monthly, 2nd and 4th Saturdays. Free apron, 
goggles, project-themed patch, merit certificate 
on completion. 10am. www.lowesbuildandgrow.
com

9/12 to 9/27—Day Out with Thomas the Tank at Colora-
do Railroad Museum. Sat. and Sun. only. 25-minute 
ride with Thomas, meet Sir Topham Hat, storytell-
ing, live music. www.coloradorailroadmuseum.
org

9/13 Sunday—Junior Rangers. 1:30pm. Ages 6-12. 
Morrison Nature Center, 16002 E. Smith Rd., 
Aurora. Reservations required. 303.739.9428, 
www.auroragov.org/nature

9/19 Saturday—Teddy Bear Clinic at Denver Zoo. Kids 
can bring stuffed animals to Zoo; volunteers/
staff provide “medical” procedures at stations 
scattered in zoo, while educating young guests 
about healthy habits. Free with admission. www.
denverzoo.org

9/25 Friday—Denver Botanic Gardens Family Fun Night. 
4th Fri. monthly explore nature at night in Morde-
cai Children’s Garden. Monthly themes, snacks 
by campfire, other fun activities. www.botanic-
gardens.org

10/1 to 10/12—Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
Present Circus Xtreme. Denver Coliseum, I-70 and 
Brighton Blvd. Tickets from $15. www.ringling.
com

LECTURES AND CLASSES
9/1 Tuesday—Active Minds presents: Cuba: Past, Present 
& Future. Jewish Community Center, 350 S. Dahl-
ia. Lil Shaw: 303.316.6359. www.activeminds.

com

9/2 to 9/23—History and Walking Tours of Denver. 
MSU Denver’s new continuing educ. initiative 
called LearnOn. Class visits 3 historic Denver 
areas: Auraria Campus, LoDo Historic District 
and Civic Center. 4 Wed. nights starting 9/2, 
6-8pm. $10/hour. Not-for-credit class for adults 
to continue learning. Register: www.msudenver.
edu/learnon www.watsonm@msudenver.edu

9/8 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–Nigeria. 12:30-
1:30pm. Tattered Cover, 2526 E. Colfax. 
303.322.7727. www.ActiveMinds.com

9/9 to 9/30—Contemporary Art: Inspiring Dialog. New 
MSU Denver continuing educ. initiative LearnOn 
class includes gallery walk, artist’s lecture and 
hands-on project in contemporary art. 3 Wed. 
evenings at MSU Denver Center for Visual Arts, 
965 Santa Fe, 5:30-7pm. $10/hour. Regis-
ter: www.msudenver.edu/learnon, watsonm@
msudenver.edu

9/10 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)–Napoleon. 6:45-
7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 
720.865.0325. www.ActiveMinds.com

9/22 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–Napoleon. 5-6pm. 
Tattered Cover, 2526 E. Colfax. 303.322.7727. 
www.ActiveMinds.com

9/24 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)–Cuba: Past, Present 
& Future. 6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 
Roslyn St. www.activeminds.com

9/28 Monday—Free estate planning seminar hosted 
by Yvonne Olivere, Olivere Law at The Bistro at 
Stapleton, 2955 Ulster. 6-8pm. RSVP required 
admin@olivercypers.com or 720.295.6250

9/30 to 10/21—Classical Music Insights: In Beethoven’s 
Time. MSU Denver’s LearnOn continuing educ. 
class shares stories behind the scenes, lots of 
listening and why Beethoven sounds how he 
does! Auraria campus in Student Success Build-
ing. 4 Wed. nights, 6-8pm. $10/hour. Register: 
www.msudenver.edu/learnon, www.watsonm@
msudenver.edu

MUSEUMS—DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE 
& SCIENCE
Through 9/7—Mythic Creatures: Dragons, Unicorns and 
Mermaids. Exhibit free with admission. www.dmns.
org

Through 9/7—Denver Museum of Nature & Science–Free 
admission for Military Families. Free general ad-
mission for active military and up to 5 family 
members. www.dmns.org

Through 1/10/16—The Power of Poison. Special exhibit; 
free with admission. www.dmns.org

Through 1/28/16—IMAX Movies. Galapagos 3D: Natures 
Wonderland, Journey to Space 3D, Secret Ocean 3D. 
www.dmns.org/imax/current-films

9/17 Thursday—Science Lounge. Cocktails/entertainment 
every 3rd Thurs. of month. 6:30-9:30pm. $8/mem-
bers; $10/nonmembers. www.dmns.org

MUSEUMS—FREE DAYS
9/1 Tuesday—Children’s Museum Free Day. Free Target Tues-
day Night, 4-8pm. www.mychildsmuseum.org

9/5 Saturday—Denver Art Museum Free Day. SCFD Free 
day. www.denverartmuseum.org

9/9 Wednesday—Denver Botanic Gardens Free Day. SCFD 
Free day. www.botanicgardens.org

9/27 Sunday—Denver Museum of Nature & Science. SCFD 
Free day. www.dmns.org

NORTHEAST DENVER/AURORA EVENTS
Through 9/29—Lowry Farmers Market. Tuesday evenings 
thru Sept. 4pm-dusk. Hangar 2, 7581 E Academy 
Blvd.

9/12 Saturday—Auditions for Holliest, Jolliest Musical Ever. 
Ages 5-17. 3-5pm, Neighborhood Music Stapleton 
studio, 10255 E. 25th Ave, Aurora. One block from 
26th and Fulton. No charge for rehearsal. $75 
costume and rehearsal fee if show spot awarded. 
Rehearsal/show schedule: www.neighborhoodmusic-
stapleton.com

9/19 Saturday—Aurora Fox 31st Season Gala Benefit. 6pm. 
Features full production of season opener Jekyll and 
Hyde, silent auction, food, wine and more. Tickets 
$60. Aurora Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. Colfax Ave, 
Aurora. www.aurorafoxartscenter.org

9/23 Wednesday—5th Annual Cherrity Pie Festival. Benefits 
Anchor Center for Blind Children. www.anchorcenter.
org

9/25 Friday—Blues and Brews on the Bluff. Music, food and 
craft brews. Bluff Lake Nature Center, 3400 Havana 
Way. Tickets: www.blufflarenaturecenter.org

9/26 Saturday—RTD East Rail (A) Line Public Open House. 
Join RTD and its contractor Denver Transit Partners for 
last community open house prior to opening A Line in 
spring 2016. Info on testing progress of RTD FasTracks 
East Rail (A) Line to DIA, view final station designs 
and learn about new train cars, safety and how to 
ride them. Food and prizes. RTD’s new Central Park 
Park-n-Ride (just north of current Stapleton Park-n-Ride). 
11am-1pm. For more info, special needs request or 
to request Spanish translation, contact Joshua Solis 

303-322-2081

Qual i ty care in a nearby, comfortable, bright , modern sett ing

IN NETWORK with most insurance • Early morning appointments

            Now offer ing BOTOX® and

Accepting new patients of exist ing patient ’s fami ly members

Joe Simodynes, MDErin Welch, MD

Denver Dermatology Consultants, P.C.

Complete Skin Care 
as unique as you are

MEDICAL
Skin cancer   Skin Checks
Acne   Eczema   Psoriasis
Warts   Rash   Phototherapy
Photodynamic Therapy

COSMETIC
Physician-administered

Botox, Fillers, and
Laser Treatments

Intense Pulsed Light
Resurfacing   Pigment

Hair and Vascular Lasers
Chemical Peels

Microdermabrasion
Sclerotherapy

SURGICAL
Mohs Micrographic Surgery
Skin Cancer Treatment
Cosmetic Excision and 

Repair

www.denverderm.com    303-426-4525
2970 Quebec St Suite 200 - above Bank of the West

Stapleton Laser Center

Samantha Ghiselli, MD
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at 303.297.5284 or Joshua.Solis@dtpjv.com. www.rtd-fastracks.
com, www.rtd-denver.com

9/27 Sunday—37th Annual Park Hill Home Tour & Street Fair. Tour homes 
11-5pm. Street Fair, with 100+ vendors betw. Montview and 17th 
on Forest Parkway 10am-5pm. Kids’ activities, wine/beer garden, 
music. Tickets at greaterparkhill.org, King Soopers, Park Hill 
Bookstore and Park Hill Library: $20 adult prior to event; $25 day 
of. $15/$20 senior (65+) and $15/$20 kids (7-14), 6 and under 
free. www.parkhillhometour.org

10/3 Saturday—6th Annual FarmFest at The Urban Farm. 10am-6pm. Pony 
rides, face painting, carnival games, hayrides, farm animals, live 
music, etc. Tickets: www.theurbanfarm.org

NORTHFIELD EVENTS
9/4 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. Transporter Refueled. 
www.harkinstheatres.com

9/11 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. The Second Mother. 
www.harkinstheatres.com

9/12 Saturday—5280 Wine Festival. Featuring wineries, demonstra-
tions, artisan/lifestyle vendors, entertainment, delicious cuisine, 
etc. Northfield Main Street. Tickets: www.northfieldstapleton.com

9/18 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. Everest www.harkinsthe-
atres.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
Through 9/27—5th Annual Refuge Amateur Photo Contest. Entries due by 
9/27 to be displayed for public voting 10/3-11/29. See website 
for contest details. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

9/12 Saturday—Build a Bison. 10-11am. Explore real bison bones 
as you work in teams to assemble a bison head to tail. All ages. 
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

9/13 Sunday—Wildlife Viewing Tour. 9:30-11:30am, 2-hour bus tour of 
the refuge. Repeats 9/19, 26 and 27. RSVP required. www.fws.
gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

9/19 Saturday—Fall Hike n Bird. 8:30-11:30am. Guided hike explores 
woodland, wetland and prairie habitats. Be comfortable hiking 
up to 3 miles. RSVP required. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_moun-
tain_arsenal/

9/26 Saturday—National Public Lands Day Seed Gathering. 9am-2pm. With 
Refuge staff, gather pollinator-friendly seeds to enhance prairie 
habitat for birds, bees, butterflies and beetles. Ages 8+. www.fws.
gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

THEATRE
Through 9/6—La Cage aux Folles. Presented by Ignite Theatre at Aurora 
Fox Theatre, 9900 E. Colfax Ave. www.ignitetheatre.com

Through 9/13—The Book of Mormon. Ellie Calkins Opera House, Den-
ver Center for the Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.org

Through 10/3—Bright Ideas. Avenue Theatre, 417 E. 17th Ave. www.
avenuetheater.com

9/4 to 10/25—Any Given Monday. Vintage Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., 
Aurora Cultural Arts District. www.vintagetheatre.org

9/8 to 9/20—Matilda The Musical. Buell Theatre, Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts. 303.893.4100, www.denvercenter.org

9/11 to 10/11—Lookingglass Alice. Stage Theatre, Denver Center for 
the Performing Arts. 303.893.4100, www.denvercenter.org

9/15 to 10/4—Saturday Night Fever. Arvada Center, 6901 Wad-
sworth Blvd., Arvada. 720.898.7200, www.arvadacenter.org

9/18 to 10/11—Jekyll and Hyde-The Musical. Aurora Fox Arts Center, 
9900 E. Colfax Ave, Aurora. www.aurorafoxartscenter.org

9/18 to 11/1—Curtains. Vintage Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., Aurora 
Cultural Arts District. www.vintagetheatre.org

10/3 to 11/8—My Mother’s Lesbian Jewish Wiccan Wedding. Presented by 
Theatre Or at the Soiled Dove Underground, Lowry. www.theatre-
or@mindspring.com

LOWRY: 2011 DAVID WEEKELY
350 DALLAS STREET 

3+ Bdrm + Loft & Study / 4 Bath
$495,000.

 F E AT U R E D H O M E S

because experience matters

CONSERVATORY GREEN: Infinity
8731 E. 52nd Place - 4 bdrm/ 4 bath

STAPLETON:  McSTAIN
8771 EAST 29TH AVENUE

4 Bdrm + Study / 4 Bath 
$619,900.

STAPLETON: New Town/Curtis 
U/C in 2 Days!! 2 bdrm/ 2 bath

TRUE

STAPLETON BEAUTY

Coming
Soon

U/C

FOR
SALE

FOR
SALE

U/C

UNBELIEVABLE

PRICE FOR LOWRY

STAPLETON: INFINITY RANCH
3447 BOSTON STREET
3,500+ Finished Sq. Ft. 

$769,000.

FOR
SALE

MAINFLOOR

MASTER & MORE...

Sick & tired of your weight?

Schedule your FREE consultation and 
get 10% OFF your weight loss program. 
Call 303-321-0023 today.  
Use code: STAPLETON. Offer expires 9/30/15.

Get noticeable weight loss 
with Dr. Angela Tran!

P Custom diet and exercise programs with one-on-
    one physician and nutrition assistance.
P Full-service clinic with meal replacements, fitness 
    training, behavioral counseling, and more.
P On-site Board-Certified Weight Loss physician 
    who understands the complexities that serve as 
    medical barriers to weight loss.

Med-Fit Medical Weight Loss | 2373 Central Park Blvd. #300 | www.DenverWeightLossClinic.com

By Madeline Schroeder

The Community Hub at Northfield had its grand open-
ing on Friday, Aug. 7. The Hub, previously located in 
the 29th Ave. Town Center, is the new headquarters 

for Northeast Transportation Connections (NETC) and the 
District 5 Cop Shop. The bigger space accommodates these 
organizations’ growing presences within the community. “There 
is nothing like this in the state,” Lt. Bob Wyckoff said at the 
grand opening celebration.

Volunteers operate the Hub seven days a week, and NETC 
employees and District 5 community resource officers are on-
site throughout the week. There is a children’s activity area, bike 

library, space to host public meetings or presentations, and 
resources like local maps and bus schedules. The public is 
invited to visit and learn about Northeast Denver or simply 
relax and get a cup of coffee. Wyckoff encourages neighbors 
to stop by and get to know their local officers. The Cop Shop 
will also host safety courses and burglary seminars. 

The Community Hub at Northfield is located at 8230 
Northfield Blvd., Suite 1350 across from Toby Keith’s and 
can be reached at 720.865.2356. “If you need a place to 
meet, give us a call. This is your Hub,” said Angie Malpiede, 
vice president of the Stapleton Foundation, who also oversees 
NETC.

Grab a Cup of  Coffee, Relax at the New Hub

District 5 police officers and the Northeast Transportation Connections (NETC) are now headquartered at the Commu-
nity Hub at Northfield. Leaders of these two groups gather for a photo at the grand opening. Left to right- Commander 
Ron Thomas, Community Resource Officer Sherikera Heflin, Lieutenant Bob Wyckoff, Angie Malpiede with NETC, Chief 
of Police Robert White and Director of DPD Volunteers in Policing Jacqueline Muncy.
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Stapleton Update

We’ll make you smile! 
Providing Complete Orthodontic Care for Adults & Children 
5280 Magazine Top Dentist 2014 & 2015
Inivisalign Preferred Provider
Member American Association of Orthodontists

AwArd winning BAsement remodeling 
Basement Finish • New Construction 

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling • Licensed and Insured
FREE Diane Gordon Design Plan Set

Jim Baudinat - 720.276.7704
www.BestBuildersDenver.com

with signed contract on basement

Park Hill  
United Methodist Church 

grow your spirit with us SM

TWO SUNDAY SERVICES 
Join us Sunday, Sept. 13th 

We begin new classes, groups and services,  8:45am and 11am

Diverse, Welcoming and Waiting for You!
5209 Montview Blvd, Denver 80207 • 303-322-1867 • www.phumc.org 

4801 Monaco St • dartauto.com • 303-296-1188
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This rendering shows the affordable homes New Town Builders will construct along Central Park Blvd. 
in north Stapleton. New Town says the homes will be more colorful than what is shown here.

New Town Builders— 
160 Affordable For-Sale Units

New Town Builders is embarking on by far the largest af-
fordable for-sale homes project Stapleton has seen. They will 
be building about 160 affordable row homes on the west side 
of Central Park Blvd., north of I-70. The lots stretch from 

Northfield 
Blvd. to 
56th Ave.

Two- 
and 
three-bed-
room units 
will be 
built in 
three- and 
fourplexes. 
New Town 
owner 
Gene 
Myers says 
they tested 
numerous concepts to 
come up with one that 

is attractive, not too repetitive and is affordable within the 
limits of the program. Designing so all the foundations are 
the same is one of the ways they reduced costs.

The two bedroom units will be sold for $172,900 and 
have 1,213 square feet. The three bedroom units will be sold 
for $189,900 and will have 1,330 square feet. All will have 
an attached garage in the back.

The homes will alternate between 
threeplexes and fourplexes, which will have 
different designs to create variety. New Town 
will build two furnished model homes, one 
of each size.

Myers says they looked for a way to build 
the homes with basements, but they couldn’t  
keep them in the required price range. 

New Town built affordable row homes 
south of I-70 several years ago, and has been 
building mixed income row homes with one 
in six units as part of the affordable program. 
Going forward, New Town’s mixed income 
and affordable homes will all be north of 
I-70.

 

Northeast Denver Housing  
Upcoming Affordable For-Sale Units

Northeast Denver Housing will build all their future 
affordable homes south of I-70. They have completed the 
18 units shown above on MLK near Spruce and are build-
ing 20 more in the same location. These are all sold but 
more are planned. Twenty similar homes will be built on 
the southwest corner of MLK and Central Park Blvd. And 
twenty homes are also planned at Montview and Ulster. 
These are two- and three-bedroom homes from $163,000 
to $230,000 and are expected to be available late summer or 
early fall 2016.

Northeast Denver Housing  
Upcoming Affordable Rental Units

Northeast Denver Housing hopes to start construction 
on an 84-unit affordable apartment building on Northfield 
Blvd., west of Staybridge Suites before year end. Forest City 
VP Tom Gleason expects future affordable for rent will 
apartment buildings approximately this size, but the do not 
know which affordable site will be developed next. Forest 
City’s map of affordable sites is at StapletonDenver.com/ 
affordable.

Affordable For Sale
Maximum household 
income (before tax)  
to qualify.
1 person: $44,750
2 person: $51,150
3 person: $57,550
4 person: $63,900
5 person: $69,050
6 person: $74,150

Visit StapletonDenver.
com/affordable for  
more information

NE Denver 
Housing’s 
recently 
completed 
Spruce 
Townhomes 
located 
on MLK at 
Spruce St.

84-unit affordable rental apartment on Northfield Blvd.

More Information on  
Affordable Rentals
Visit www.DenverHousing.org/Afford-
ablehousing for income limits and other 
information about affordable rental in 
Denver.

For information about NE Denver 
Housing affordable rentals, including 
the new apartment building in North-
field, call 303-377-3334, email info@
nedenverhousing.org, or visit www.
NEdenverhousing.org.

For information about Mercy Housing, 
which has two apartment buildings in 
Stapleton, call 303-830-3300.
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Stapleton Update

CHOOSE ONE OF THREE WAYS TO HELP:

New Perspective Real Estate Presents the 5th Annual

Stapleton Community 
Food Drive

Donations Accepted Oct 2–12

q Gather non-perishable food items in the bag (fill it… c’mon!) delivered to your door on Saturday, Oct 3rd. Place the filled 
bag on your front porch by 9:00am on Saturday, Oct 10th. Volunteers will come around to collect the bags. Donations will 
be delivered to neighborhood school food pantries and Food Bank of the Rockies.

w Make a cash donation directly to Food Bank of the Rockies. 96¢ of every $1 you give goes toward food. 
Visit foodbankrockies.org/goto/stapletonfooddrive2015.

e Bring your donations to your neighborhood school, or one of these sponsors:

Please help those in our community 
who are suffering from hunger and poor 
nutrition. Visit the Giving Back tab at  
www.NPREco.com for more info.

10515 East 40th Ave | Unit 113
Denver CO 80239
303-394-4526
www.NPREco.com

For More Info and Volunteer 
Opportunities, visit the 
Giving Back tab at NPREco.com

· 1st Bank 
· Amore Fiore 
· Ben Gehde, 
  HMA Mortgage
· Boulder Creek 
· Blue Creek
· Clair Family Dentistry 
· Dance Institute 
· David Weekley
· Etai’s Bakery Cafe

· Farmers Insurance 
  — Kevin Tofoya
· Forest City 
· KB Home 
· Mici’s
· Neighborhood 
  Custom Paint 
· Neighborhood Music 
· New Town
· Orange Theory Fitness 

· Parkwood
· Semplice
· Standard Pacific 
· Stapleton 
  Home Services 
· Stapleton MCA 
· Stapleton Orthodontics 
· Stapletonion 
· Wonderland 
· Zen Sushi Bar & Grill

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
 27 28 29 30 1 2 3

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

OCTOBER 2015

 Bag 
Pick-up

Final Day to
  Drop-off!

Starts
Today!

Left: A rendering of the new Aurora Park looking west shows Fulton 
St in the foreground and 26th Ave. on the right. The completed park 
at Fulton and 26th is not shown as it actually is now with playground 
equipment. Above: Flat grassy pocket parks with decorative trees 
will be built at the intersection of each street along 26th Ave.

Aurora Park
At an August 18 meeting at 

Fletcher School in Aurora with 
over 100 attendees who came 
to hear about the new Stapleton 
homes and park, the audience 
(most from Aurora) responded 
favorably to the plans.

The plans were printed in the 
August Front Porch and can be 
viewed at FrontPorchStapleton.
com.

Questions and requests from 
the audience included:

Will there be toilets or 
porta-potties at the ball fields? 
They are not in the plans because it was expected 
the park will primarily used by those who live 
nearby. The request was noted by the planners 
since it was pointed out that organized games 
would bring people from other neighborhoods.

Will the park be lighted at night, especially 
the path from Stanley to Stapleton that will 

likely get a lot of nighttime use? There will 
be street lights, but the park itself will not 
be lighted and is officially closed at sunset. 
However the request for a lighted path from 
Stanley to Stapleton is being taken into con-
sideration. 

Will there be shade structures in the 

park? There will be one shade structure big 
enough for four picnic tables near the 26th 
and Fulton playground.

Who pays to build and maintain the 
park? Although bigger than other pocket 
parks in Stapleton, the park is local infra-
structure, to be built with funds from the 

extra mill levy Stapleton residents pay. The 
MCA will maintain the park.

How much parking will the park have? 
There is no parking lot but there are 170 
parking spaces on the street.

How long is the loop path around the 
park? One mile.

R
enderings courtesy of Forest C

ity
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SUN Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meeting) and 7:30pm (Board 
meeting) at the Central Park Recreation Center, 9651 MLK Jr. Blvd.  For information about SUN, visit www.

stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 

SUN Special Meeting Sept. 10 at the Hub to Discuss Stapleton Name Change
By Amanda Allshouse

The Stapleton United Neighbors (SUN) 
Board of Directors will hold a commu-
nity meeting on Thursday Sept. 10 at 

6:30pm at the Community Hub at Northfield 
(8230 Northfield Blvd #1530 —also known as 
the new location of the Cop Shop in North-
field Mall) open to the public. The focus of 
the meeting will be to hear from the commu-
nity about the proposal to change the name 
of our neighborhood and discuss concerns 
raised by the organization Black Lives Matter 
5280 (BLM5280) through flyers distributed 
the weekend of Aug. 8. Their online petition 
regarding the history of the community’s 
namesake was signed by over 1,200 residents 
of Northeast Denver neighborhoods and other 
individuals.

As a registered neighborhood organization 
(RNO) in the city of Denver, SUN’s mission 
is: to provide a forum for our residents; to 
maintain a communication network between 
ourselves, our neighboring Denver residents, 
and the city of Denver; and to act on issues 
of importance to the community as a whole. 
The SUN board believes that discussion of 
this naming issue falls in line with our mission 
statement, as there are many members of SUN 
who have requested a change in the name of 

the neighborhood, and thus the name of SUN 
as well. 

This meeting will be SUN’s first step in 
helping foster a community discussion on this 
issue. The agenda will be designed to facilitate 
a civil discussion, allowing all individuals a 
chance to be heard and to hear from others.

While a public meeting is one method of 
measuring public opinion, the SUN board 
includes members whose professional lives in-
volve polling and statistics. As such, SUN’s full 
approach will likely include both the resched-
uled public meeting Sept. 10, as well as a com-
munitywide survey that will be constructed 
based on input gathered Sept. 10 and fielded 
after that meeting. Please sign up for emails 
from SUN at www.StapletonUnitedNeighbors.
com to ensure you are sent an invitation to 
complete the survey when it is available.

The SUN board has decided to hold a 
special meeting due to the previous cancella-
tions of our normally scheduled August and 
September meetings. Starting in January 2014, 
SUN has hosted regular board meetings on 
the third Tuesday of most months. At such 
meetings, we make an effort to hold timely 
discussions and always provide a forum for 
community members to bring issues to our 
attention.

The August SUN board meeting would 
have occurred on the 18th, and would have 
included the discussion of the proposal for 
a name change. The August SUN meeting, 
however, had been previously cancelled July 23 
due to the public meeting at Fletcher Elemen-
tary School, which was announced via a press 
release by Forest City. At this meeting, plans 
for the development of Stapleton in Aurora 
were described in detail by the developer’s 
contractors. Members of the SUN board and 
active community members who typically 
attend monthly SUN meetings indicated their 
preference for attending the Forest City-hosted 
meeting and canceling the SUN meetings.

The third Tuesday in September falls on 
the second day of the Jewish holiday Rosh 
Hashanah. Months ago when the conflict was 
noted, the September meeting was cancelled. 
After the August meeting was canceled at the 
end of July, the board noted the long stretch 
without a SUN-hosted meeting and began 
discussions about how best to handle this gap. 
After hearing from concerned community 
members about the importance of having a 
meeting to discuss the proposal of renaming 
our neighborhood, the SUN board has decid-
ed to hold a special meeting. We will return to 
our normal meeting schedule in October.

Trail Etiquette
Stapleton boasts more than 36 trail 

miles. This commitment to making the 
outdoors accessible to urban dwellers is one 
of the reasons for the community’s popular-
ity. However, as a daily user of those trails, 
I frequently encounter individuals who 
appear to be unfamiliar with conventional 
trail etiquette. Generally, it seems to be the 
walkers who don’t understand the conven-
tions. When there is confusion, it can lead 
to collisions or confrontations. To mini-
mize injury and irritation, here are some 
suggestions.

Just as there are rules of the road for 
drivers, there are conventions that govern 
walking, cycling, skiing, or horseback rid-
ing on shared trails. Unfortunately, many 
users may simply not be aware of these con-
ventions. For those who may be unfamiliar 
with trail etiquette, here are the basics (and 
these apply to mountains or cities):

1. Walk on the right (it’s just like driving 
in the USA). This allows faster walkers, 
joggers and cyclists to pass safely (and uni-
formly) on the left.

2. Pass on the left. When you are passing 
on the left, if you think the person you are 
overtaking may be unaware of your pres-
ence, politely announce yourself by saying, 
“On your left,” or using your bicycle bell.

3. Leash your dog. If you are walking 
your dog, the proper way to walk it is on 
your left. That means that the dog will 
be on the pavement, close to the person 
or cyclist walking the opposite direction; 

Send Letters to the Editor to  
frontporch@frontporchstapleton.com.

*Introductory offers valid for first time visit only and not valid towards gift cards. 
Sessions include time for consultation and dressing. Independently Owned & Operated.  

©2015 Hand & Stone Corp. Franchises Available. 

M A S S A G E  A N D  F A C I A L  S P A

®

Northfield Stapleton
303-574-0150 

8370 Northfield Blvd. • Suite 1775
Next to Victoria’s Secret

INTRODUCTORY ONE-HOUR  

MASSAGE 
or FACIAL

$4995*

AN
$89.95
VALUE!

Open 7 Days  |  Extended Hours  |  Walk-ins Welcome
handandstone.com**Valid with any Massage service. Not available for those who are pregnant or nursing. 

Limit one offer per customer.  Expires 10-8-2015.

Bring in this coupon to enjoy 

with your massage service!

FREE UPGRADE**

Muscle Soothing Therapy

MUSCLE SOOTHING
THERAPY ENHANCEMENT

Is your body changing without your consent? Interested in starting
an exercise program? Curious about how hormones may play a role?

We are looking for healthy women who are
between the ages of 40 and 60 years and:
• Have regular menstrual cycles
• Are not currently using hormonal contraceptives
• Are willing to have estrogen levels suppressed for

up to 6 months using and FDA-approved drug

Benefits for Study volunteers include:
• Measurement of body composition & bone density
• Fitness testing
• Personalized and supervised exercise program
• Compensation will be provided for your time

(up to $900)

University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus
Women’s Health ResearchWomen’s Health Research

For more information about Women’s Health Research contact the FAME study:
Phone: 720-848-6399
Email: FAMEStudy@ucdenver.edu
www.medschool.ucdenver.edu/image
University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus
COMIRB Protocol: #12-1157; Principal Investigator: Wendy Kohrt, PhD

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
1270 Poplar St. (13th & Quebec)

303.355.2331 • www.lukeonline.org
Services: Sunday 7:45 am & 10:15 am,  

Tuesday 10 am.

Top ten reasons to be an Episcopalian
– from the late comedian Robin Williams

10. No snake handling.
 9. You can believe in Dinosaurs.
 8. Male and female, God created them ...
  ... male and female, we ordain them.
 7. You don’t have to check your brains at the door.  
  6. Pew aerobics.

 5. Church year is color-coded.
 4. (Oct)
 3. (Nov) 
 2. (Dec)
 1. (Jan)

St. Luke’s church... ...come dance with God
If You’re Leaving Your 
Employer, Do You Know 
Your 401(k) options?
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 
401(k), including leaving the money in your former 
employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan, 
rolling it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
or cashing out the account subject to tax consequences. 
We can help you review your options so that you can 
select the one that’s best for you. If you decide to roll it 
over to an Edward Jones IRA, we can help. 

To learn more, call or visit your financial 
advisor today.

Natalie J Robbins, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
2373 Central Park Blvd, Ste 104
Denver, CO 80238  
303-320-7752

www.edwardjones.com

IRT-1948-A-AD
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therefore, dog owners need to be alert so as 
not to have the dog or leash trip (or nip) the 
oncoming pedestrian/cyclist. It’s perfectly rea-
sonable to switch your pet to walking on the 
right or to step off the trail in these cases. Or, 
if your dog is a “tenderfoot,” and you want 
to keep it on a left-sided leash but on the 
grass, please don’t walk on the left side of the 
sidewalk. Step off onto the grass along with 
your dog. You are a hazard when you stand or 
walk on the left.

4. In places where the trail is narrow, move 
off the trail if you are going to yield or stop. 

5. When walking in a group, remind the 
others that single file is best, so that others 
can safely pass on the left. If you want to 
walk abreast of each other, be alert to others 
approaching from behind or in front. A group 
should not force a solo walker or cyclist off 
the trail.

These are very simple guidelines to follow. 
For more detailed suggestions on yielding to 
uphill/downhill hikers and horses and other 
types of trail users, you can find information 
at The Hiking Dude www.hikingdude.com/
hiking-etiquette.php or REI http://blog.rei.
com/hike/trail-etiquette-who-has-the-right-
of-way/.

When the conventions are not followed, 
it causes difficulty for other trail users. Make 
yourself memorable as a conscientious trail 
user, not as someone who caused injury, 
collision, or confrontation. Let’s all continue 
to make this a safe, healthy, and enjoyable 
community!

—Sharon Cairns Mann

AirBnB in Denver
After staying in three different AirBnBs 

over the last 2 months, my husband and I 
were surprised to learn that Denver frowns 
upon their citizens using their furnished, 
spare bedrooms for overnight guests. On 
observation, our hosts, with the rising costs, 
simply wish to supplement their incomes 
by using property they already own. Our 
experiences with AirBnB have been nothing 

Letters to the Editor

  Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson  
303.886.6606  |  www.wolfe-epperson.com

Selling Stapleton since take-off! 

Back to School and the Market is HOT!
with the Wolfe & Epperson Team

WE sell Stapleton Homes!
Contact us today if you need assistance Buying or Selling in 2015! 

3585 Wabash St
Stapleton
SOLD

OVER ASKING

3334 Central Park Blvd
Stapleton
SOLD Multiple Offers Over Asking

2 Beds & 2 Baths
963 Sq Ft
Gorgeous condo with designer 
upgrades. Fantastic location just 
steps to Central Park and future rail.

10378 E 28th St 
Stapleton
SOLD

OVER ASKING

19702 E 54th Ave 
New Construction

PENDING

5452 Uinta St
New Construction

PENDING
*Photo for rep only

2613 Holly St
Park Hill
UNDER CONTRACT
3 Beds & 2 Baths 
6,250 Sq Ft Lot
Located in heart of Park Hill. Easy walk 
to 22nd Kearney; Park Hill Ele, Middle 
School Choice & East HS Boundaries.

2505 Elm St
Park Hill
UNDER CONTRACT
4 Beds & 2 Baths
9,375 Sq Ft Lot
Perfect opportunity to remodel 
or pop! Bring your vision!
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submit a classified ad
Classified ad cost is 25 cents per character, including spaces. Classified ads are accepted only by email. Send 
to FrontPorch3@gmail.com. Ads must be received by the 15th and paid by the 17th to run in the next 
issue. For more information visit www.FrontPorchStapleton.com > Classified Advertising > Paid Print Ads.

PET CARE-D.I.A Dog 
Walking Professional, caring, 
detailed care for all types of 
pets- in your home. Stapleton 
GVR Reunion Lowry. 
www.diadogwalking.com
THERAPIST-Licensed/Expe-
rienced. Have problems/need 
someone to talk to? Medic-
aid/Insurance Metro Denver/
Aurora English/Spanish Call 
Zach (802)249-7259

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
AND LEASING – Specializing 
in Stapleton & Park Hill. Call 
or email John Carranza – 
303.489.6196  
jmcarranza@comcast.net. 
www.stapleton360.com
PROPERTY MGMT-TJC-
Management.com-Stapleton/
Lowry/ParkHill. Top $$ for 
rentals. Avg vacancy <2days/
yr. 303-324-6988

for rEnt
Park Hill & Stapleton:  
www.stapleton360.com
RENTALS available-Varied 
prices/sizes in NE area 
TJCManagement.com, 303-
324-6988

DESIGN/REMODEL/
HANDYMAN 	
BASEMENTS Best Builders- 
Best in Quality and Design at 
truly affordable prices. Call Jim 
at 720-276-7704
HANDYMAN & REMODELING 
– Serving Stapleton since 2001. 
Free Estimates 303-333-4507.
HANDYMAN Affordable, No 
job too small-Bob 720-434-
3649 fixedit40@gmail.com
HOME REMODELING AND 
REPAIRS. Expert, Local area 
since 1975. Al 303-995-2585
HOME RENOVATIONS/
REPAIRS- Painting, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Tile, Drywall, Wood 
Floors. Prices Can't Be Beat. 
B&D Renovations 720.404.2649
LIC. GC. Finish Carpentry, Re-
modeling, Home Repairs. Small 
difficult jobs welcome. 22 yrs in 
Park Hill. Peter 720-291-6089

ELECTRICAL/
PLUMBING 	
MASTER PLUMBER –Mr.Plumber, 
Est.1978, Licensed, best prices, 
credit cards ok. Jeff 303-523-6652 
www.mrplumberdenver.com

HOUSECLEANING 
HOUSECLEANING-Ma-
ture-honest-friendly-Depend-
able. 303-671-9065
HOUSECLEANING-Member BBB  
www.ToptoBottomCleaning.biz 
or call Diane 303-668-4014
HOUSECLEANING-White 
Magic-Excellent rates and 
references. Weekly, monthly, 
one-time only. 720-371-3290

LANDSCAPE & 
YARDS 
LANDSCAPING Outdoor living 
spaces xeriscaping flagstone 
hardscapes millwork arbors 
planters & more Greatscapes 
Jeff 303-322-5613

LANDSCAPING – Design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Specializing in residential land-
scapes. The Green Fuse offers 
a full spectrum of services pro-
vided by a landscape architect 
and master gardener. Advanced 
knowledge of Colorado plant 
material and irrigation. Call 303-
507-4772 or  
www.greenfuselandscape.com.
LANDSCAPING, plant, maintain, 
prune, install. Over 10 yrs. expe-
rience. Call Witter Horticultural. 
732.995.3410 Paul

PAINTING 	
PAINTERS-Int./Ext. repairs, ins.
Refs.Owner works on site with 
small, highly skilled crew. Crafts-
manship and integrity for 33 
years. Call Mike 303 388 8151
PAINTING- Interior 25 Yr exp. 
in East Den. Refs. Maurice Deva-
ny 303-902-6495
PAINTING- Spruce up your 
home’s exterior with new 
garage door paint. $150. Mike C. 
303-324-1653 Local refs
PAINTING-Affordable, Excep- 
tional Results 303-474-8882 / 
720- 338-1453 –  
www.jcspainting.net – Stapleton 
References
PAINTING-Premier Paint Works: 
Denver's Paint Specialists since 
1993. int/ext neat, insured, im-
peccable refs. John 303.864.9247

PERSONAL  
SERVICES MISC 	
CONSULTATIONS Facial skin 
care & cosmetics  
www.marykay.com/dzaiontz 
(303)355-4612”
MATH TUTORING Gr4-12 & 
college. Cheryl Hermann 720-
498-3823

JOBS
READING VOLUNTEERS 
needed to share reading 
one-on-one once a week 
with students, Tues.- Fri. 
8:10-8:55. Email Julie at  
Julie@partnersinliteracy.org

but positive. All of our hosts are good 
neighbors, are respectful and considerate, 
and have no intention of causing problems 
in their neighborhoods. We also realized 
that AirBnB makes a significant contribu-
tion to the commerce of the city and is a 
much-needed option for people like our-
selves, who are in the process of relocating, 
buying a home, and becoming Colorado 
residents.

I believe AirBnB should be embraced as 
a valid option for guests of the Mile High 
City and should be allowed with minimal 
regulation. After reading about this topic 
in The Denver Post, speaking candidly with 
our hosts and other locals, I strongly sup-
port the idea of Denver property owners 
having the right to use AirBnB as long 
as it does not conflict with any existing 
zoning laws or other restrictions. AirBnB 
sends their hosts a 1099-K at the end of 
the year so any income that is generated 
from the use of their home is included 
when filing their State Income Tax. I do 
believe the hosts should be exempt from 
additional taxation as they are already 
paying property taxes.

—Christina Heilmann

Homeless Man Living in 
Stapleton/Aurora

The Front Porch received an anon-
ymous letter expressing sympathy and 
concern about a homeless man living in 
an old explosives shack on the Stanley 
Marketplace property at 25th and Dallas. 
Aurora and Denver police officers say they 
have received this information and locked 
and fenced the building. The man has not 
been seen recently. 

This is actually a far more complicated 
situation that one might assume. Home-
less people actually have rights to where 
they take up residency. The Front Porch 
will provide more information on that 
subject in an upcoming issue.
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Your Neighborhood  
Distillery

John Brett (left) and Chris Hays approach the The Leopold Bros distillery in Montbello, which is open for tours and cocktail classes.

By Alec Ropes, senior market specialist, 
Leopold Bros. 
The trick to a great martini is both prepara-
tion and execution:
1. Always stir your martini instead of shaking.

2. Use a generous amount of ice. The colder 
and denser ice will require more time, and 
the smaller and more watery ice will require 

Watch 
a video at  
FrontPorch 
Stapleton.

com

less time. Cocktails are all about ice. Use the 
densest, coldest and best-quality ice possible 
at home.

3. If you think you are done stirring, you’re 
still not there yet! Stir times can last between 
20–30 seconds depending on your ice quality. 
A properly stirred martini will create a pleasant 
silky texture on your palate. 

5000 E Alameda Ave
Denver CO 80246

303-388-4678
www.augustanadenver.org

Worship: 
8 am | 10:30 am

People who like to work with their 
hands are welcome at Augustana.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday
September 13, 2015

www.augustanadenver.org.

Small   Personable   Perfect
Robin Larabee, MD | Sarah Humphreys, MD
Molly Gilpin, PA-C | Stacy Parmenter, PA-C

Compassionate, state-of-the-art 
healthcare for your children

4500 E 9th Ave, Ste 740, 80220  •  720-941-1778  •  www.SapphirePediatrics.com

By Courtney Drake McDonough

At first, the group is quiet. A few 
people arrive together, but the 
majority are strangers. They sit at 

a high-top community table where there is 
water, popcorn, glassware and recipes for the 
class at Leopold Bros. Small Batch Distillers 
of Fine Spirits. Divided into small groups, 
they take turns behind the bar to make their 
assigned cocktail under the expert tutelage 
of Alec Ropes, senior market specialist at 
Leopold. Soon, the strangers are talking and 
laughing and the noise level rises, filling the 
high ceiling of the tasting room that opened 
to the public in November 2014. It’s another 
“spirited” evening at Leopold Bros. 

The distillery, which produces 22 spirits 
distributed in 20 states and most major 
European countries, got its start in 1999 in 
Ann Arbor, Mich., although the two Leopold 
brothers, Todd and Scott, are from Colo-
rado. Todd studied malting and brewing 

and apprenticed in Europe. Scott studied 
economics and industrial engineering and 
worked creating sustainable manufacturing 
processes that would come in handy when 
they opened their brewery and distillery. Af-
ter finding success in the college town, the 
brothers decided to move their operations 
to their home state in 2008, first in an in-
dustrial location on Nome Street and then 
four blocks away to their new location on 
Joliet that they built from the ground up. 

Everything is done on-site, or as Ropes 
puts it, “from grain to glass.” The staff 
is small, just seven full-time employees, 
four of whom run things on the produc-
tion floor. The brothers’ parents, Bob and 
Joanne Leopold, are also involved. Bob and 
his sons have planted a variety of flow-
ers, trees and plants outside the distillery 
windows that will eventually inoculate the 
entire distillery, but primarily the large, 
wooden fermenters. “We’re propagating 

pollens and wild yeast 
strains that can only occur 
in our garden,” says Ropes. 
It’s an investment that will 
create “terroir,” unique fla-
vors that will be specific to 
Leopold Bros.’ aged spirits. 
The premise is described 
in detail by Ropes on his 
tours, as is the overall process for distilling 
the spirits that Leopold does from milling the 
grain to fermenting the “mash” of grains, to 
distilling and bottling. The entire production 
process can take as little as two weeks and as 
long as two and a half years. 

Leopold Bros. does not use any artificial 
ingredients in their spirits, which are glu-
ten-free. Their operations are also sustainable. 
“Water and waste usage are greatly reduced 
compared to modern standards,” explains 
Ropes. “For example, for every bottle of spirit 
produced, there is only one bottle of waste-

water. In the business, I’ve heard that for 
every bottle produced it is common to have 
six to even as high as 25 bottles of wastewater 
at other distilleries.”

Tours, which include samples of the 
spirits, run Friday through Sunday. Leopold 
Bros. donates 50 percent of the $15 cost of 
the tour to the visitor’s choice of the Dumb 
Friends League, Colorado Symphony, Food 
Bank of the Rockies or Children’s Hospital of 
Colorado Foundation. 

Ropes calls his classes “The Cocktail 
Hour with Alec,” held twice a week for 

Tips for Making a Great Martini
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Left: Instructor Alec 
Ropes shows the class 
how to finish a Classic 
Martini with a lemon 
peel twist instead of 
olives.

Below left: The class 
listens as Ropes tells 
the history of certain 
spirits.

Right: Ropes pours 
The Martinez cocktail 
over a single block 
of ice which slows 
dilution. 

Far right: Chris Hays 
practices the method 
for stirring a cocktail 
properly to mix it and 
simultaneously cool it 
down. 

Below: Production Floor Manager and CDO, Erich Harbowy 
stands next to a German-made still that makes gin, absinthe and 
Aperitivo. The other stills in the room make whiskies and vodka.   

Denver Metro Area 
January 1, 2014   to   December 31, 2014 
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Call or walk-in today for a 
FREE Market Evaluation

Tues, Oct 13-6pm – learn about a career in real estate
www.MomentumRealtyColorado.com

303-321-0455 | 7505 E 35th Ave Ste 360, Denver 80238 

Home values are at an all-time HIGH 
You could be sitting on extra $$$

Would you like  
to smile bigger?  

We’d love to help! 
Schedule your FREE consultation 

 to learn more about our  
great special on  

Invisalign & ceramic  
braces.

BRIAN TROMMETER, DDS MSD
Orthodontic Specialist

....................................................
2979 North Iola Street

Denver, CO 80238
www.trommeterortho.com 

720.420.4320

The class participants, who started out as quiet strangers, were 
soon laughing and socializing.

$20. Class topics include Libations Using Fruit 
Whiskies; Martine or Martini; The Manhattan; 
and Herbal Madness. Each class is augmented 
by Ropes’ enthusiastic and animated explana-
tions of the history behind certain spirits and 
some of the stories behind the cocktails. A fan of 
Mike Myers’ “Linda Richman” character, Ropes 
periodically throws a spirit-oriented fact out to 
the group, telling them to “talk amongst your-
selves” while he quickly washes the barware for 
the next cocktail to be taught. Ropes makes sure 

to point out 
that although 
he is provid-
ing recipes, 
the partici-
pants should 
experiment 
and create their own variations. 

Tours and classes must be scheduled in 
advance on their website and are popular 
for dates, friends, family and even corporate 

events, but they are restricted to people age 21 
and over. For more information, visit the Leo-
pold Bros. website at www.leopoldbros.com. 

Get the recipe for Alec Ropes’ The Martinez 
at FrontPorchStapleton.com and also see tips 
for a perfect martini below.
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Saint Joseph Hospital’s certified nurse-
midwives partner with expecting moms so 
they can have a healthy pregnancy, a healthy 
body and a healthy baby.

Our mother-centered midwives provide:

•   Well-woman care and pre-conception 
counseling

•   Some of Colorado’s lowest C-section and 
preterm labor rates

•   A wide range of prenatal and delivery 
options, and coming soon, water births 
and nitrous oxide for labor

•   All the amenities and support of the new 
Saint Joseph Hospital – Colorado’s top 
baby hospital

Convenient offices in Stapleton and 
Uptown, with extended evening hours 
until 7 p.m. in Stapleton.

303-318-BABY (2229)
saintjosephdenver.org/midwife

    

Midwife Services at
Denver’s Top Baby Hospital


