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On April 22, nearly 12 years after voters approved FasTracks, passenger rail service to DIA 
begins. Central Park Blvd. Station (shown above) and six others on the CU A Line will hold 
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Girls  
Empowered

Amy Bringedahl Settles in at Northfield

Zoo Welcomes 
Whimsie, the 
Baby Gorilla

By Madeline Schroeder

At the beginning of March, Denver 
Public Schools announced a new prin-
cipal, Amy Bringedahl, for Northfield 

High School to begin the 2016-17 school year. 

Seventh-grade girls at McAuliffe Inter-
national School in Park Hill recently 
formed G.E.M.S., Girls Engaging 
Mentally and Socially. Through strong 
female friendships, the girls have become 
empowered to tackle issues they face in 
middle school like social media, relation-
ships and peer pressure. Story on p. 22. 

Meet the Denver 
Zoo’s newest 
addition on page 20

Bringedahl is currently the principal at 
Merrill Middle School. During her 23-year 
career, she has been a middle and high school 
social studies teacher, basketball, volleyball 
and track coach, 

Northfield Principal Amy Bringedahl reunites with the group of students who interviewed her 
during the selection process. Left to right rows back to front: Eli Castillo, Marcel Batorowiez, 
Alex Henderson, David Perry, Leslie Loya, Tierra Mack, Nyna Moore, Caroline Carranza, 
Garrison Clayton, Ian Meister, Kennedy Judge. 

Alicia Biggs (left) and seventh-grader Alexia 
Del Valle (right) embrace during G.E.M.S.

         A Line 
Arrives April 22

celebratory events on April 23. The A Line is expected to average 27,000 riders a day when 
it opens and 48,000 a day by 2030. See pages 3 and 34 for more information.

      All Aboard!
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Sponsored by Stapleton MCA

!
APRIL APRIL

MAY

JUNE

Most of the events listed below are FREE or support nonprofits.  
Additional events are listed on pages 28-30.  

Also visit FrontPorchStapleton.com to view additional events and to submit events.

* More information at Events@stapletoncommunity.com
Founders Green: E. 29th Ave. and Roslyn St.
Conservatory Green: Valentia & E. 49th Place
Sam Gary Library: 2961 Roslyn St.
Central Park Rec Center: 9651 E. MLK Blvd. 
Bluff Lake Nature Center: 4755 Paris
Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge: 6550 Gateway 
Road, Commerce City
Aviator pool: 8054 E. 28th Ave.
Puddle Jumper pool: 2401 Xenia St.
F15 pool: 2831 Hanover St.
Jet Stream pool: 3574 Alton St.
Runway 35 pool: 8863 E. 47th Ave.
Maverick pool: 8822 Beekman Pl.

EDITOR/PUBLISHERS:
   Carol Roberts – Managing Editor
   Steve Larson – Photography
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR/WRITER:
   Madeline Schroeder
WRITER: John Fernandez
AD SALES: Karissa McGlynn 303-333-0257
    KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com

The Stapleton Front Porch is published by 
Stapleton Front Porch, LLC, 2566 Syracuse 
St., Denver, CO 80238. Over 36,000 papers are 
printed. The free paper is distributed during 
the first week of each month to homes and 
businesses in Stapleton, Park Hill, Lowry, 
Montclair, Mayfair and East Colfax.wwww.FrontPorchStapleton.com

FrontPorch@FrontPorchStapleton.com   303-526-1969

Thurs.-Sat., June 2-4
Theatre on The Green. The Wedding Singer. 7-9pm. 
The Green* stapletoncommunity.com

Sunday, June 19
Denver Arts Festival. 10am-6pm. Conservatory 
Green* stapletoncommunity.com

March brought the first sightings of spring, followed by a record blizzard at the end of the month.
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Saturday Night Live…For Kids Only!
Saturday, April 16, 6–9pm
The Stapleton MCA and Central Park 
Recreation Center are partnering to 
host a night of fun for children ages 
7–12 from 6–9pm. The SNL will be 
held on Saturday, April 16 at the Cen-
tral Park Rec Center. Early registration 
will be open until the end of business 
Wednesday (4pm) prior to each SNL 
event date. Registrations will be ac-
cepted at the door, $20 (cash only) per 
participant. Join us for a night of fun 
with games, dinner, snacks and more!

Central Park Station Street Party
Saturday, April 23, 10am
Join us at the Central Park Station at 
37th & Ulster for the opening of the 
University of Colorado A Line com-
muter rail! There will be live enter-
tainment, food trucks, games, healthy 
living demonstrations, a climbing wall, 
photo booth and much, much more. 
For event updates, follow the MCA on 
Instagram and Facebook.

Community Gardens
Are you interested in growing your own 
vegetables this summer? The Commu-
nity Garden in Conservatory Green 
has spaces now available in the 50th 
Place and Stoll Place Gardens. If you 
are interested in having a plot, visit our 
website at www.stapletoncommunity.
com/programs/community-programs 
and complete the application. You will 
be able to select your space once pay-
ment has been received.

Active Minds Seminar
This is a free, no-reservation-needed 
public program brought to you by the 
Stapleton MCA. Location: Sam Gary 
Library, 2961 Roslyn St.

Thursday, April 14, 6:45–7:45pm
Chocolate
The Denver Museum of Nature & 
Science is currently featuring a special 
exhibit on chocolate. The story of choc-
olate is a “rich” tale indeed involving 
aristocracy and slavery, innovation and 
coincidence. Pivotal roles were played 
by both Christopher Columbus and 

Hernando Cortez. Join Active Minds 
as we describe how extremely bitter 
cacao beans are transformed into one 
of the world’s most sought-after flavors 
and tell chocolate stories such as the 
rise of Switzerland’s luxury chocolate 
industry and the origins of the Her-
shey company. 

Thursday, April 28, 6:45-7:45pm
The Age of the Vikings
Join Active Minds as we trace the rise 
and fall of the Age of the Vikings. We 
will describe their origins in Scandi-
navia and how they extended their 
reach into Europe, North America and 
beyond. We will explain the culture 
and traditions of the Norse Warriors, 
including their distinctive horned hel-
mets and unique ships. Finally, we will 
discuss their legacy in modern times 
(besides the football team).

We’re Hiring!
The MCA is accepting applications 
for seasonal positions for the summer 
season. We are hiring for lifeguards, 
coaches, manager, swim lesson in-
structors and font desk/concessions. 
Applications can be found online at 
www.stapletoncommunity.com. Please 
submit completed applications to 
jobs@stapletoncommunity.com.

2016 Event & Aquatics Sponsorships
The MCA offers a variety of  
opportunities for sponsorship of the 
events and pools. Event sponsorships 
include single event sponsorships as 
well as packages. Prices vary for each 
sponsorship level. All prices are located 
at www.stapletoncommunity.com.  
For questions about these  
sponsorships, contact  
ddeeter@stapletoncommunity.com or 
call the MCA office at 303.388.0724.

If you have any questions or com-
ments about the information above, 
please feel free to contact jolsen@
stapletoncommunity.com or call the 
MCA office at 303.388.0724.

Jennifer Olsen
Communications Coordinator
jolsen@stapletoncommunity.com

Sunday, May 1
4th Annual Race for Open Space. 5K and 
10-mile course along Sand Creek Regional 
Greenway. Register to participate or volunteer at 
raceforopenspace.org.

Tuesday, May 3
Westerly Creek Metro District election. Three of five 
seats on WCMD Board are up for election. Stapleton 
residents can cast a vote anytime 7am-7pm at 7350 
E. 29th Ave, Room 200. See page 31.

Saturday, May 7
Denver’s Daddy Daughter Dance. Formal/semiformal 
dance for dads and daughters. 6-10pm. Park Hill 
Golf Club, 4141 E. 35th. denverd3.org.

Tues.-Thurs., May 10-12
Aladdin production at McAuliffe International School, 
2540 Holly. Doors open at 6, show at 6:30pm. For 
tickets visit mcauliffe.dpsk12.org.

Tuesday, May 17
Stapleton United Neighbors Annual Forum. 6:30pm. 
Central Park Rec Center* See page 32. sites.google.
com/site/sunwebsite1/

Now through Thursday, April 21
imPressed: Printmaking Exhibit. Art Gym, 1400 Leyden. 
artgymdenver.com

Now through Friday, April 29
Free weekly walks in Stapleton. Led by Walk2Connect 
volunteers. Open to all. Mon, Wed, Thurs & Fri, 
walk2connect.com/events.com

Now through Sunday, May 8
Chocolate: The Exhibition at Denver Museum of Nature & 
Science* dmns.org.

Now through Sunday, August 7
Robot Revolution at Denver Museum of Nature & Sci-
ence* Free with admission. dmns.org. See page 6.

Friday, April 8
Denver Police District 5 invites the public for coffee with 
Commander Ron Thomas. Stop by, say hello and have a 
free cup of coffee. 8-10am at Central Park Rec Center, 
9651 MLK Blvd. For questions, call 720.913.1417.

Saturday, April 9
9th Annual Fishing Frenzy. Ages 3-15. Educational 
booths, prizes, poles available to use. Rocky Mountain 
Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge* 303.289.3789

Tuesday, April 12
Denver Public Schools special meeting to announce 
final selection of Board Director representing District 4. 
4:30pm. Location TBD. board.dpsk12.org. See page 24.

Thursday, April 14
Active Minds, “Chocolate.” 6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary 
Library* www.activeminds.com

Friday, April 15
Free Collections and Library tour, History Colorado 
Center, 1200 Broadway. 3rd Friday of the month. 1pm. 
historycoloradocenter.org

Saturday, April 23
Celebrate 50+ Years of East High School Lacrosse at 
City Park. HS games starting at 9am. Alumni game and 
gathering at 1 pm. Visit www.ehslax50.com. 

Saturday, April 23
Celebrate 50+ Years of East High School Lacrosse. HS 
games at East starting at 9am. Alumni game and gather-
ing at 1pm in City Park. Visit www.ehslax50.com.

Saturday, April 23
Dress for Success Denver Power Walk 5K. 10am. Central 
Park* Registration ends April 21. dressforsuccess.com/
denver. See page 30.

Sat. & Sun., Apr. 23-24
Doors Open Denver. Behind-the-scenes tours of Denver’s 
architecture. doorsopendenver.com

Thursday, April 28
Active Minds, “The Age of the Vikings.” 6:45-
7:45pm. Sam Gary Library* www.activeminds.com

Saturday, April 30
Swigert Touch-A-Truck. 10am-1pm at Sam’s Club 
Parking Lot, Quebec Square. Go inside firetrucks, 
cop cars, bulldozers. Supports Swigert International 
School. touchatruck.swigertpta.com
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Saint Joseph Hospital 
Certified Nurse-Midwives
in Stapleton & Uptown

Saint Joseph Hospital’s certified nurse-
midwives partner with expecting moms 
so they can have a healthy pregnancy, 
a healthy body and a healthy baby. From 
low- to high-risk pregnancies, we offer a 
full range of birthing options for mothers 
seeking personalized, high-quality care.

With convenient clinic locations in 
Uptown and Stapleton, our nurse-
midwives are here to help your 
growing family every step of the way. 

Learn more or request an appointment 
at saintjosephdenver.org/midwife
or call 303-318-BABY (2229).

Line Up for A Line Opening 

Friday, April 22

Invite-only Ride from Denver Union Station to DIA
Elected officials & other dignitaries travel the line

7:30am to 10am 

Grand Opening Ceremony at DIA
Gov. Hickenlooper & other dignitaries will speak

10am to noon – Open to the public
Bus routes to DIA: AA, AB, AF, AS, AT, 145X, or 169L

*There is no free parking at the airport

Free A-Line train rides for the public
Noon to 9pm

 Saturday, April 23
ALL RAIL LINES FREE TO THE PUBLIC

5am to 10pm

A Line celebrationS
10am to 2pm

Parties will be held at all A Line stations except Peoria
38th and Blake station party will continue until 8pm

FREE STREET PARTY AT CENTRAL PARK STATION
10am to 2pm 

Smith Rd. and Uinta St. will be closed

Theme: Central Park Station Takes Flight… 
celebrating the imaginative whimsy of flight travel

 with a focus on diversity and inclusivity

Five “runways” will be temporarily laid down on closed streets. 
Themes and activities include:  

1. Runway to Worldly Cuisines
12 food trucks, international culinary options, “community-based” food vendors

2. Runway to Global Arts & Culture
dance groups (Mexican, Ethiopian, Asian, Brazilian), Montbello High School drum line

3. Runway to Kid Adventures
climbing wall, balloons, face painting, gravity play, ring toss, photo booth

4. Runway to Healthy Living 
line dancing, aerobics, coretraining, yoga, juice bar, food tasting 
Featuring: Bike to Work Day booth, Denver recreation centers,  

be well Health & wellness group, Walk to Connect, and EarthWalkLearn

5. Runway to Community Resources
display area for local businesses, institutions, registered community groups,  
Denver Police and Firefighters, Digstown, Forest City, Bluff Lake and more!

Main stage performances
 located at the south end of Uinta Street, just north of 37th Place including:  
10 – 10:15am Native American Blessing  •  10:25 – 10:40am Capoeira
10:50 – 11:05am Ethiopian Dancers  •  11:40 – 11:55am Drum Line

12 – 12:15pm Art Dedication  •  12:30 – 12:45pm Step Dancing
12:55 – 1:10pm Grupo Folklorico  •  1:20 – 2pm Denver School of the Arts Big Band

2pm Closing Remarks

For information about station parties and the grand opening, visit  
www.rtd-denver/com/a-line.shtml#event-details

The free street party is organized by Northeast Transportation Connections (NETC) and partners 
including: be well, Forest City, and the Stapleton Master Community Association. NETC is the 
transportation management association for Stapleton and northeast Denver. The event has been funded 
through NETC’s budget and with support from a number of event sponsors. 

Mark your calendars

The CU A Line from Denver Union Station to Denver International Airport 
will officially open Friday, April 22 with a series of events and free rides on 

Friday and Saturday. Regular service will commence Sunday, April 24. 

is hiring
—Full or part time to be determined with some flexibility of hours. 
—Strongly prefer someone who lives in Front Porch distribution area. 
—Exact job to be determined based on some combination of the following 
skills: Good organizational skills, good computer skills (MS Office/inDesign/
knowledge of or willingness to learn Word Press), journalism background or 
good writing & communication skills. Community newspaper payscale.
—Email Carol.Roberts@FrontPorchStapleton.com     (Job starts May 1)
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We’re pleased to deliver a FREE award-winning  
community paper to your door.

We hope you’ll keep in mind the advertisers who make it possible.

We’ve started a FOOD & DRINK and a KIDS ad section.

AND you can look up ALL our advertisers in the directory below.

OR visit FrontPorchStapleton.com/business-directory/

Hey NE Denver,

303.526.1969

Guide to Our Advertisers
Auto Autowash @ Stapleton 26

DART Auto 23

Beauty Foundation Hair Studio 28

Children's Camps Acacia Learning Center 17

Bladium Sports and Fitness Center 19

International School of Denver 18

Children's Services Pigtails & Crewcuts 17

Churches Augustana Lutheran Church 26

Denver Presbyterian Church 22

Stapleton Fellowship Church 19

Community 
Organization Kiwanis Club Denver of Stapleton 23

Stapleton Master Community Assoc 2

Dance Classes Dance Institute LLC 16

Dental A Wild Smile Pediatric Dentistry 33

Awesome Dental Stapleton 31

Clair Family Dentistry 21

Lowry Family Dentistry 8

Modern Dentistry Of Northfield / 
Katie McCann, DDS 11

Stapleton Dental 34

Stapleton Orthodontics 35

Steele Dentistry of Stapleton 28

Trommeter Orthodontics 30

Williams Family Dentistry 15

Design and 
Remodeling Diane Gordon Design 23

Events Central Park Station Street Party 
Event 5

Keep Denver Beautiful 33

Park Hill Art Club 27

RTD - The Train to the Plane 
Grand Opening 36

Financial Edward Jones 14

Kuhn Advisors, Inc. 34

Fitness Bladium Sports and Fitness Center 21

Gymnastic Classes Dardano's School of Gymnastics 16

Health and 
Wellness

Hand & Stone Massage – Northfield 
Stapleton 34

New Day Acupuncture 14

Restor Medical Spa 10

Home Builders David Weekley Homes 25

Parkwood Homes 26

Thrive Home Builders 28

Home 
Improvement Cross Flooring 32

Home Services Cenco Building Services 20

Denver Recycles 24

Housecleaning Number 1 House Cleaning 26

You've Got Maids 23

Insurance Adams & Ellsworth 14

Landscape 
Architects Urban Gardens, Inc. 22

Lawn Care/
Landscape Showcase and GTO Landscaping 26

Lawyers Olson Law Firm LLC 31

Meal Delivery Supperbell 13

Medical Doctors Advanced Pediatric Associates 6

Colorado Institute for Maternal & 
Fetal Health 7

Med-Fit, PLLC- Weight Loss 
Specialist 22

Rose Medical Center 32

Sapphire Pediatrics 31

St Joseph Hospital - Certified 
Nurse-Midwives 3

Stapleton Pediatrics 9
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Wells Fargo Home Mortgage 27
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Music Lessons Neighborhood Music Stapleton 18

Swallow Hill Music Association 16

Opticians Children's Eye Physicians 14
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Pets Northfield Veterinary Hospital 32

Pre-Schools/
Childcare

KidsTown Drop-In Child Care 
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Real Estate Distinctive Properties 35

Jim DeCesaro, Weichert Realtors 27

Kim Davis @ Re/Max of Cherry 
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Kim Kouba - Perry & Co 33
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Wolfe & Epperson Real Estate 29

Research Studies Brain Imaging Center, University of 
Colorado School of Medicine 30
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Delectable Egg 12

Desmond Bar & Grill 12

Fat Jack's Supersubs 13

It's Brothers Bar & Grill 12
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Music Lessons Neighborhood Music Stapleton 18

Swallow Hill Music Association 16

Opticians Children's Eye Physicians 14

Painting Ciechanowicz Painting 22

Pets Northfield Veterinary Hospital 32

Pre-Schools/
Childcare

KidsTown Drop-In Child Care 
Center 19

Real Estate Distinctive Properties 35

Jim DeCesaro, Weichert Realtors 27

Kim Davis @ Re/Max of Cherry 
Creek Inc 20

Kim Kouba - Perry & Co 33

New Perspective Real Estate, LLC 9

RE/MAX Momentum Stapleton 10

Wolfe & Epperson Real Estate 29

Research Studies Brain Imaging Center, University of 
Colorado School of Medicine 30

Restaurants Brixx Wood Fired Pizza 12

Delectable Egg 12

Desmond Bar & Grill 12

Fat Jack's Supersubs 13

It's Brothers Bar & Grill 12

Jim N Nick's Northfield Stapleton 13

Naan Bistro 12

Salati Italian Street Food 12

Zen Asian Sushi Bar & Grill 12

Schools Denver Language School 19

Window Coverings Budget Blinds 32

Rocky Mountain Shutters 23

Service Directory 
& Classifieds Service Directory & Classifieds 33

A directory with links to these businesses can be found at www.FrontPorchStapleton.com > Business Directory
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WHEN IT’S TIME TO SPREAD OUR WINGS,  
WE THROW A PARTY! And you’re invited!

For periodic event updates follow Stapleton Denver on  
Inquiries can be sent to info@stapletondenver.com.

WHAT: CENTRAL PARK STATION STREET PARTY
 Featuring Worldly Cuisines, Playful Kids’ Activities,   
 and Artistic Stage Performances

WHEN:  April 23, 2016 – 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM

WHERE: Central Park Station Park & Ride (Ulster Street & Smith Road)

By Madeline Schroeder

Ann Johnson was dropping off mail near her 
pocket park when an off-leash dog came 
out of nowhere and began to lunge at her. 

It jumped high enough to knock her in the jaw. 
Last summer, a few guys were playing with their 

puggle who was off-leash at the F-15 pool. The 
dog ran across the street to where Kim Petersen was 
pushing her infant in a stroller. The dog tried to 
jump into the stroller and looked like it was going 
to bite the baby. The owners ran over and claimed 
it was the dog’s way of a friendly hello.

Kids were throwing a tennis ball for an off-
leash puppy on the sidewalk outside their home. 
The ball went into the street and the puppy chased 
it. A car slammed on its brakes just in time to 
avoid hitting it. 

Dogs running off leash is a regular occurrence 
throughout Stapleton. Some of these situations 
end in injury for the dog and/or owner. Many 
cause fear and anger. In the grand scheme of crime 
in Denver, dogs off leash may seem trivial. But 
Stapleton residents are growing concerned at the 
frequency of this problem. 

To gauge residents’ thoughts about dogs 
running off leash, the Front Porch posted on 

NextDoor, a social media site for individual neigh-
borhoods. What resulted was a slew of concerned 
comments and emails. 

“So disappointed in owners who refuse to use a 
leash. Their dogs come charging at me on my bike 
and risk hurting both of us.”

“Our dog is most definitely not friendly toward 
other dogs and has attacked other dogs. We have 
worked with trainers and a behaviorist on this. We 
were given tools to use to work with our dog—we 
take her for a run almost daily, and we do everything 
in our power to avoid other dogs. However, if an 
unleashed dog were to approach us, that dog would 
end up being attacked by my dog.”

“I abide by the leash laws because this is a 
high-density community with a lot of young kids and 
dogs.”

Denver’s leash law requires dogs to be on a 
leash and under control of their owner at all times, 
unless in a specified off-leash area. 

Most Stapleton homes have small backyards 
so residents seek areas to let dogs run off leash, so 
pocket parks, Central Park, or even sidewalks duel 
as dog parks. 

Central Park, in particular, is described by 
residents as “filthy” and “scary” due to the amount 

of dog waste and number of dogs off leash. Several 
residents say they avoid the park altogether.

Stapleton resident Carrie McConnell sees 
off-leash dogs daily, including two during the 
interview for this story. “I think not feeling safe 
in Central Park, that is alarming. And I think it’s 
a bummer because the pocket parks, which are 
so unique to Stapleton, are used as a dog park,” 
McConnell says.

McConnell recalls a recent day when her son 
and a friend were swinging golf clubs in the pocket 

Stapleton Unleashed park. An off-leash dog kept coming up to smell 
them. The owner told the kids to stop swinging 
golf clubs because they may hit the dog. It begs the 
question, do dogs rule in Stapleton? 

Dogs off leash can be a point of contention 
among neighbors. Stapleton resident Wendi 
Kispert is more primarily bothered by owners of 
off-leash dogs. Her dog does not like dogs running 
up off leash and often growls or barks. “What 
makes it worse is that the owner(s) of the dog(s) act 
like my dog and I are in the wrong when she goes 
crazy. I have had to pick her up and start running 
(thank goodness she is small) from the dogs, and 
the owner(s) just look at me and don’t call in their 
dogs.”

Shelley Sandel, veterinarian at Northfield 
Veterinarian Hospital, says even the friendliest dogs 
may be set off by a certain dog or situation and try 
to attack. “I’ve been a vet for 22 years and even the 
very best dog I don’t trust 100 percent.” 

Older dogs can be particularly bothered by 
puppies, according to Sandel. Last year, a one-year-
old labradoodle puppy was tragically attacked and 
killed at Westerly Creek Park by two large dogs. 
The dogs were leashed around the owner’s waist, 
but not under control. Under control is defined 
as the dog can be restrained if needed. A child 
holding a leash or an owner wearing an extended 
leash around the waist would not be considered 
under control. 

While Sandel sympathizes wanting to let dogs 
run, leash laws are the law—people who do not 
abide are subject to fines. “Keeping dogs leashed is 
safer for everyone,” she says. 

To report a dog bite, attack, violations or prob-
lems, call the Denver Division of Animal Control 
at 303.698.0076. For an emergency, call 911. 

Development of a 3-acre 
off-leash dog park at 
Prairie Meadow Drive and 
Spruce in North Stapleton 
should be underway this 
spring with an estimated 
completion by the end of 
2017, according to Tom 
Gleason, vice president-
public relations, Forest City.

Stapleton Greenway Dog Park E. 22nd & Syracuse

Lowry Dog Park E. 4th Pl. & South Yosemite

Berkeley Dog Park Sheridan & W. 46th

Kennedy Dog Park Hampden & S. Dayton

Fuller Dog Park Franklin & E. 29th

Green Valley Ranch East Dog Park Jebel & E. 45th

Railyard Dog Park 19th & Little Raven Street

Parkfield Dog Park 53rd & Chambers Rd.

Little Box Car Broadway & Lawrence St.

Denver’s Off-Leash Parks

A woman runs with her 
dog off leash, a common 
scene in Stapleton. 
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Compassionate, Comprehensive and Convenient Pediatric Care 

Partnering with Parents during Baby’s First Year
Are You Expecting a New Baby?  
Advanced Pediatric Associates has taken special care to develop the services new parents need in caring for 
their newborn. Our physicians visit newborns within 24 hours of birth at many area hospitals, and our Nurse Line is 
available to answer any questions new parents may have about newborn care or feeding.  Guiding parents through 
baby’s fi rst year and beyond is a top priority at Advanced Pediatric Associates. From birth through college, we look 
forward to forming a close partnership with parents… monitoring growth and development, caring for illness and 
injuries, and providing behavioral and parenting advice through all the magical milestones of parenthood.

We’re Available When You Need Us! 
When your children are sick, we know you want quick and convenient access to medical care and advice.  We 
carefully tailor our schedule to leave plenty of room available for same-day sick care, and our convenient Stapleton 
offi ce is open both weekdays and Saturday mornings.  Have questions or need advice? Just give us a call! During 
regular offi ce hours, our licensed, registered nurses are available to provide home care advice and answer questions 
about illness, injuries and newborn care. When our offi ces are closed, an Advanced Pediatrics’ on-call physician 
works in conjunction with registered nurses from Children’s Hospital Colorado to handle any urgent concerns. 

Central Park Professional Condominiums
2373 Central Park Blvd. #202
Denver, CO  80238

Patient Care Line: 303-699-6200

www.AdvancedPediatricAssociates.com
Like Us On Facebook 

M
ee

t O
ur

 B
oa

rd
 C

er
tifi

 e
d 

Pe
di

at
ric

 P
hy

si
ci

an
s

Are you expecting a baby? Call to schedule a free “Meet the Doctor” visit! 
Sign up for our “Preparing for Baby” checklist on our website. Dr. Bethany Carvajal, FAAP

Certifi ed Breastfeeding Specialist

Dr. Bradley Kurtz, FAAP

Dr. Alison Auster, FAAP 

ROBOTS
At DMNS 
until August 7

Above: Zenzel Cobb, 3 1/2, pats PARO, a harp seal robot that raises its head and opens its eyes 
in response to being stroked. Such robots have been used to soothe patients who can’t communicate 
well with other people, including people in nursing homes with dementia. Top: Climbing robots like 
YUME ROBO can be programmed to do tasks like washing windows or even rescuing a cat from a 
tree. In the future such a robot may climb mountains on Mars. Top right: Owen Li presses buttons to 
direct ROBOTIS-MINI to do a variety of motions including standing on it’s head, walking, sitting and 
doing a karate move. It walks slowly and has big feet to keep it from falling down.

By Courtney Drake-McDonough

Last year, I walked into an oper-
ating room and saw a few med-
ical staff and one impressively 

large machine—the robot that would 
be performing my surgery—with a lit-
tle help from the humans. Assured of 
its accuracy, fine touch and resulting 
faster recovery, I was cautious, curi-
ous and in awe. Just such a machine 
is on display at “Robot Revolution,” 
now showing at the Denver Museum 
of Nature & Science through August 
7. Stroll around the large exhibit, 
which reflects robots from organiza-
tions around the world, and you’ll 
find yourself asking, “What’s the 
world coming to?” 

“Robot Revolution” shows that what 
once seemed to be hypothetical and 
the stuff of science fiction movies is 
our reality. Brian Hostetler, educator 

for the exhibit points out, “If you 
think about it, cars that drive them-
selves are robots! They sense their 
environment, make a plan for how 
to navigate through it and have the 
ability to act upon that environment.” 
Another example, Roomba vacuums 
have been lightening the housework 
load for years.

The exhibit, supported by Google.
org with additional major support 
from The Boeing Company, is divid-
ed into four main color-coded areas: 
Cooperation, Skills, Smarts and 
Locomotion, all to introduce guests to 
the various aspects of robots. 

“Cooperation” shows how engi-
neering breakthroughs are helping 
create robots that work with humans 
to enhance our lives, such as the da 
Vinci Surgical System. EMYS uses a 
Facial Action Coding System to mim-
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Get to Know Dr. Christine Conageski  
Christine Conageski completed her undergraduate work at 
Case Western Reserve University and trained at University 
of Cincinnati and University of Colorado. She lives in Park 
Hill and enjoys swimming.

Pregnancy is a special time in your life. At University OB, our close-knit group of physicians 
specializes in obstetrics and gynecology. We each take time to meet you during your 
pregnancy, so you’ll have a familiar face by your side when it comes time to deliver.

Ask for any of us by name when you call to schedule an appointment.

Dr. Sarah Appleton  •  Dr. Christine Conageski  •  Dr. Maryam Guiahi 
Dr. Jennifer Holmes  •  Dr. Jane Limmer  •  Dr. Stephen Rotholz

We have two locations to serve you:
 » University of Colorado Hospital, Anschutz Outpatient Pavilion

 » University Internal Medicine & Specialty Care, Lowry

720-848-4265

University of Colorado Hospital  •  Children’s Hospital Colorado  •  University of Colorado School of Medicine

Experienced, personalized care for  
this extraordinary time in your life.

Obstetrics

Obstetrics

Left: Taylor 
Kaiman, a 
chemistry student 
at CU Boulder, 
makes facial 
expressions that 
are picked up by 
a camera, caus-
ing the robot to 
imitate Kaiman’s 
expressions and 
the movements of 
his head. Explan-
atory information 
about this robot 
uses the term 
“The Uncanny 
Valley” to refer 
to the uneasiness 
humans may feel 
when they see 
robots expressing 
emotions.

Below: Eli Wolf, 
8, plays Tic Tac 
Toe with Baxter, 
a robot that can 
easily be pro-
grammed to do a 
variety of simple, 
repetitive tasks.

Watch a 
video at  

FrontPorch 
Stapleton.com

ic guests’ faces and express basic 
human emotions. PARO shows the 
softer side of robots in the form 
of a furry therapeutic baby harp 
seal used to benefit the physical 
and emotional health of medical 
patients. And Soccer Robots make 
their way around a large soccer 
“field” using the same rules as 
human players, eliciting boisterous 
sideline coaching from the human 
observers. 

“Smarts” displays machines that 
are able to sense, plan and act. The 
humans get to see, compare and 
contrast how they do things com-
pared to the robots like Baxter who 
plays tic-tac-toe against visitors. 
Yume Robo hoists his 60-pound 
frame up a ladder, coordinated by 
smart motors. “Skills” shows the 
things robots can do that mimic and 
sometimes surpass human capabil-
ities by gripping and maneuvering 
and handling fragile and tiny ob-
jects. “Locomotion” explores ways 
robots can move, sometimes in 
places humans can’t or shouldn’t. 

“Robot Revolution” offers inter-
active opportunities at every turn. 
Throughout the exhibit, there are 
ways to make the robots do things 
with just a glance or with the push 
of a button, such as Robotis Mini 
who can dance, take a bow and do 
headstands. Families can also par-
ticipate in a live stage show about 
drones and their emerging capa-
bilities. In the Tinker Tank section, 
people can build their own Snap 
Circuits using a variety of objects, 
play with Bee Bots or Cubelets and 
dress up in robot-inspired garb.

Hostetler reminds visitors that ro-
bots couldn’t exist without humans. 
“Without humans to build, program 
and maintain robots, they would not 
last long.” As proof, a repair shop 
of sorts is set up in the exhibit with 
large windows showing staffers 
surrounded by parts and tools. 

Whether visitors approach 
“Robot Revolution” with trepida-
tion or awe, Hostetler hopes the 
takeaway is that robots are here 
to stay. “They are all around us, 
and they are amazing! There are 
so many things that robots do for 
us in our daily lives. Embrace the 
revolution!”

“Robot Revolution” is a tick-
eted exhibition with pricing for 
members $7 for adults, $6 ages 
3–18 and 65 and older. Non-
member pricing is $23.95 for 
adults, $17.95 for ages 3–18 
and $19.95 for ages 65 and 
older. Tickets include museum 
admission. For more information, 
visit www.dmns.org/robot-revo-
lution/.
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athletic director, 
assistant principal and principal.

“It’s hard to put into words,” she said to 
describe her feelings after being selected. “It’s 
exciting because of the potential of North-
field. Walking through the school and meet-
ing kids and the staff and seeing their passion 
is just unbelievably amazing and exciting for 
me.”

Since March, Bringedahl has been splitting 
her time between Merrill and Northfield. She 
currently spends two days a week at North-
field. Her focus is getting to know North-
field’s past experiences and how best to move 
forward. 

Northfield opened in fall 2015 under 
Principal Avi Tropper who designed the 
original Northfield vision. In October, only 
three months after starting, Tropper resigned 
following an incident involving a student and 
a security guard. 

Ron Castagna, the beloved 
former principal of Lakewood 
High School, was brought in 
out of retirement until a perma-
nent principal could be selected. 
Bringedahl’s selection marks a 
fresh start for the school.

The school’s disheartening 
start saddens Bringedahl, and she 
is determined that Northfield 
will achieve all it was originally 
expected to be. “There’s a lot of 
work to be done to set the foun-
dation for a successful 2016-17 
school year,” Bringedahl says.

Two hundred new freshmen 
will attend Northfield in 2016, 
totaling 400 students. To accommodate the 
new class, Bringedahl interviewed and hired 
math and science teachers at the end of 
March. She plans to hire all four of the new 
teachers by mid-April.

To establish community and school 
culture, Bringedahl has planned retreats in 
late April and May for teachers, as well as 
teachers and the community, to get to know 
each other.

Teachers at Northfield currently collabo-
rate, but Bringedahl is establishing a formal 
program known as professional learning 

communities. Bringedahl started these com-
munities at Merrill and says they continue to 
be one of the school’s most powerful tools. 
A professional learning community is a team 
of teachers who share the same content area 
and grade level. The teachers have collabora-
tive time to write lesson plans, support one 
another, and discuss what resources are miss-
ing for student success. At Merrill, teachers 
have 45 minutes every day for this time. 
“For a lot of my career, teachers have worked 
in isolation, but we are doing ourselves a 
disservice by doing that. We don’t know 

what we don’t know. We have to be willing 
to look at what another teacher is doing and 
how they’re achieving success.” 

Throughout the hiring process, she has 
sought teachers who work well in teams. 

Bringedahl will also hire at least one 
restorative justice coordinator. Restorative 
justice is the school’s approach to conflicts 
in which students take ownership of the 
issue and make restitution. When a conflict 
occurs, the victim, offender and anyone 
involved meet to discuss how to repair any 
harm.

Determining what situations call for 
restorative justice requires establishing clear 
rules for the entire school. Are headphones 
ever allowed? Are cell phones acceptable? In 
the coming months, she and teachers will 
establish these standards.

Another main focus for Bringedahl is 
establishing the International Baccalaureate 
Program. Northfield is one of a few high 
schools across the country to offer IB For All. 
Because IB courses are rigorous, they typically 
target high-achieving students, but IB For All 
high schools offer IB preparatory classes for 

(continued from page 1)

Northfield Principal

Clockwise starting upper left: Amy Bringedahl speaks with a Northfield parent at 
a community forum in March where she was announced as a final candidate for 
principal;  Elsie Esmond and T’airah Martinez introduce one another to the class 
as a get-acquainted exercise; IB Coordinator Micah Porter speaks to his class.



Stapleton Front Porch									         9							       April 2016

 Listed | Amy Atkinson

2685 Emporia St
$769,900

 Coming Soon | Amy Atkinson

2733 Dayton St  $ Call Broker

4  3  2   2,702 ft2

 Coming Soon | Jody E. Donley

8573 E 49th Pl  $ Call Broker

5  4  2   3,463 ft2

 Under Contract | Jody E. Donley
8607 E 25th Pl $625,000

4  4  2   3,843 ft2

 Coming Soon | Melinda S. Howlett

2846 Syracuse Ct $ Call Broker

3  2.5  2   1,714 ft2 

www.npreco.com

Get comfortable.

10515 East 40th Ave | Unit 113 
Denver Colorado 80239

303-394-4526

Today’s homebuyers fall in love 
with houses that speak to them—
residences that are aesthetically 
pleasing, thoughtfully decorated and 
tastefully updated to reflect current 
trends. Recognizing these desires, 
New Perspective Real Estate ensures 
that all of its listings are Designed to 
Sell. In turn, our clients generally 
enjoy quicker sales at higher prices 
than the neighborhood average.

Homes
 Designed
to Sell.

This home has 3 finished floors of polished living space & its an easy stroll 
to the new Stanley Marketplace, Rec Center & Eastbridge Town Center. Its 
Carriage House provides an ideal rental, guest quarters or home office.

• Elevated finishes throughout 
• Popular floor plan

• Row home with backyard & balcony 
•  Great floor plan + unfinished basement

• Rare 4 Beds Up • Hickory floors
• Stroll to Stanley Marketplace 

• Under contract in 1 day
• A ski lodge-inspired basement finish

Our award-winning team of sales professionals delivers a client 
experience so comfortable, that nearly 90% of our business 
comes from referrals and repeat clients.

Jody E. Donley
Jaryd Takushi
Melinda S. Howlett
Susan Ingle

Laura T. Hudgins
Tiffany Mayor Burke
Megan Elaine Farina
Joelle Laura Friday

Karie J. Treter
Amy Atkinson
Audrey Smith

80238  
Real Estate

By the  
Numbers 
March 2016

Single Family Homes in Stapleton
 37 : Active Listings — 15 new / 22 resale
 52 : Homes Closed by NPRE in the last 12 months
 33 : Avg days on the market*

 $576K : Avg transaction price*

   *Data from 101 resale homes sold in last 6 months.

5  4  2  3,517 ft2

Source:  
REColorado.com 
3/18/16

Spring allergies or just a cold?  
We’ll help you find out!

2975 Roslyn St.
Unit 100 

Denver, CO 80238

Noah Makovsky, MD
Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD
Amy Nash, MD
Richard Gustafson, MD
Nicole Erwin, MD

Robyn Smith, PA-C
Kara Lampe, PA-C 
Noriko Rothberg, CPNP
Danny Kamlet, PA

like us on facebook.com/stapletonpeds

every ninth- and tenth-grader. Junior and se-
nior years, every class is part of the prescribed 
IB program.

IB For All classes have a diverse range of 
students. Bringedahl has experience with 
“cluster data grouping,” or selecting students 
for classes based on assessment and academic 
performance. 

“I am very intent on diverse learning envi-
ronments,” she says. Every student in a class 
at Northfield will study the same content, 
but the method of learning will be different 
based on students’ needs. Classrooms will 
have additional support for students at the 
cusp of grade level, as well as enrichment and 

in-depth context for students at the higher 
end of grade level. Professional learning 
communities will be useful for teachers to 
develop the range of curriculum in diverse 
classrooms. 

Bringedahl and the administration are 
currently selecting teachers to receive IB 
training. “Training is very expensive,” says 
Micah Porter, the IB coordinator at North-
field. Because achieving IB status is a lengthy 
process, every school appoints one person to 
be the main point of contact. Porter took on 
this role this year. “We have to be very inten-
tional about who we send off to training,” 
he says. 

Training takes three days and will likely 
happen over the summer. The school will 
then apply for IB certification in October. 

Because Ron Castagna has experience 
with IB from Lakewood High School, he has 
been providing expertise throughout the IB 
certification process. Castagna may continue 
as a resource in some way next year, possibly 
as a consultant. 

As part of the IB process, Bringedahl is 
also reevaluating the school’s Innovation 
Plan, a hefty 200-plus-page document that 
outlines the school design, curriculum, 
administration, and more. 

“It’s a very ambitious plan. There are 
great components within the plan, but 
things need to be modified to meet the 
needs of the school community,” she says. 
For example, the original plan calls for 
“looping,” where teachers stay with the same 
class and move up throughout each grade. 
“It works well at the elementary or early 
middle school grades, but for high school it’s 
really complicated,” she says. Teachers would 
have to be trained in all subject areas for all 
grade levels, which is difficult with costly IB 
trainings. 

“We’re looking at the modifications now, 
but honoring the spirit of the Innovation 
Plan,” Bringedahl says. 

She is available to talk about develop-
ment at the school and encourages people to 
reach out, allowing 48 hours for a response 
while she continues to split time between 
Merrill and Northfield through the end of 
the school year. Contact Amy Bringedahl at 
Amy_bringedahl@dpsk12.org or visit north-
field.dpsk12.org.
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Punch Bowl Construction 
Underway, November 
Opening Set

 Botox®  |  Juvederm  |  Laser Resurfacing  
Medical Grade Facial Treatments 
 Complimentary Consults

 2373 Central Park Blvd #103  

720-524-8429  
www.restormedicalspa.com

 GlowGet That

Stapleton’s 
Real Estate Resource

®

Residential  • Commercial • Property Management

303-321-0455
www.MomentumRealtyColorado.com 

Time to shred those 
documents at our 

SHRED EVENT!
 Saturday, April 23, 8am–12pm

Documents will be shred onsite at 
7505 E. 35th Ave - call 303-321-0455 for 

more details. This event is FREE and there 
is a suggested donation of 

pet food/supplies which will be 
donated to local rescues. 

RE/MAX Momentum
7505 E. 35th Ave Ste 360

Denver, CO 80238

By Laurie Dunklee

Construction is underway to restore 
Stapleton’s historic control tower 
building into Denver’s newest 

Punch Bowl Social restaurant and en-
tertainment complex expected to open 
November 2016. 

CEO and founder of Punch Bowl Social 
Robert Thompson decided to re-purpose 
the control tower after City Councilman 
Chris Herndon approached him more than 
a year ago. “Councilman Herndon wanted 
a group to take care of the tower and pre-
serve it. We’re treating it like the landmark 
that it is. Everything we’re doing is consis-
tent with the building’s origins.” 

Asbestos remediation is complete and 

work is beginning on the core infrastructure, 
including power, water, parking and expan-
sion of the building.

Punch Bowl Social has an “eatertainment” 
concept that combines craft cocktails, din-
er-inspired food and entertainment, including 
old-school arcade games, pool tables and 
bowling alleys. Punch Bowl will serve lunch 
five days a week and brunch on Saturdays and 
Sundays. It will be adult-only after 9:30pm. 
As of now, it is planned to be open until 2am 
on most days, but that depends on what the 
community wants, according to Thompson, a 
Lowry resident. 

The finished space inside will be about 
15,000 square feet. Both indoor and outdoor 
spaces will be available for wedding receptions 

The original building is the white rectangle. The additions, most of which are at ground 
level, are the parts that come out at an angle. The parking lot will have two access points: 
from Uinta St. (on left) and Central Park Blvd. (top right). The city wouldn’t allow access from 
Martin Luther King Blvd.

Uinta St.
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Central Park Blvd.
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720634-3434

Katie McCann, DDS 
8221 E Northfield Blvd 

Denver, CO 80238
Regular value of at least $290. In absence of gum (periodontal) disease. New patients only. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Coupon must be presented at appointment. Limit 1 per patient. Subject to insurance restrictions; cannot 
be applied to insurance co-payments or deductible. Not valid for appointments with pediatric dentist. †Regular value of at least $129. New patients only. Yours free upon completion of clinical examination and any necessary cleaning.  May 
require digital X-rays, at the doctor’s discretion. Exam, and any necessary cleaning and/or Digital X-rays will be at an additional cost. Cleaning could include a regular cleaning or root planing and scaling, at the doctor’s discretion, based on 
clinical need. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Coupon must be presented at appointment. Limit 1 per patient. 

“As a patient, you can expect me to create an environment 
in the dental office that is inviting and caring. I take pride in 
educating the patient about their oral health and helping to 
restore them to that optimum oral health status.” 

MEET DR. KATIE MCCANN

FREE 
Sonicare

$59
Cleaning, Exam
& Digital X-rays* 

New Patient Special

MODERN DENTISTRY
OF NORTHFIELD 

New offers for you.  
New office name for us.

ModernDentistryOfNorthfield.com

Upon Completion of Cleaning,  
Exam, and Digital X-rays†

and corporate events. 
Thompson figures the rehabilitation of the 

control tower building will cost around $7 
million. “The asbestos abatement was a big 
deal, and also we need to replace the floors,” 
he said. “The building is OK structurally, but 
the concrete floors on top of the structure 
won’t pass modern-day code. So we’ll take 
them out and re-pour them.” 

None of the historic building will be 
demolished. “We’re adding 5,000 square 
feet to the original building, increasing the 
building’s size by 30 percent. We’re preserving 
the mid-century modern and art deco design 
elements,” he says.

Thompson’s appreciation for historic 
buildings is evidenced in the Punch Bowl 
Social at 65 Broadway that was a grocery 
store in the 1950s. “We love old stuff,” he 
said. “It’s more interesting, and it’s also con-
sistent with our brand identity of throwback 

elements, like old-school gaming.”
Forest City is also completing work north 

of the tower on the same lot. “That is the re-
moval of concrete caissons that supported the 
former airport concourses prior to the start 
of utility work and the extension of 32nd av-
enue,” says Tom Gleason, vice president of 
public relations for Forest City.

The vacant lot next to Punch Bowl Social 
that abuts Central Park Blvd. will likely be 
used for new housing, according to Gleason. 
“We don’t have a specific project at this time 
but anticipate it will be a high-density resi-
dential development.” 

The tower will be preserved on the outside 
and it will be lit with vertical LED strip lights. 
Because the interior is only 400 square feet 
at the top, not much will change inside and 
there will not be an elevator. 

This view faces MLK with 
Uinta St. at left. Punch 
Bowl’s “eatertainment” 
concept will include a per-
manent food truck outside 
(far right) that will serve 
the same menu as inside. 
Patrons will gather around 
the fire pit and faux pool. 
Outdoor games will include 
hopscotch, hula hoops 
and lawn bowling (far left) 
where resilient grass will 
be planted. A second-floor 
patio will face Central Park 
Blvd. Trees and other land-
scaping will obstruct views 
of Punch Bowl from homes 
on Uinta.

R
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FOOD & DRINK

DelectableEgg 

Northfi eld’s Best Happy Hour
Sushi, Wine & Beer Specials, 1/2 Price Sake & Appetizers

8354 Northfi eld Blvd, Denver 80238   |   303-371-4644 
Find our menu and monthly specials at zensushinorthfi eld.com

Open 
Mon–Sat 
11am–10pm. 
Sun 11am–9pm.
HAPPY HOUR: 
Mon–Fri, 3:30–6pm and 
Sat & Sun (bar only) 3:30–6pm.

Just add fire!
Full service restaurant offering wood fired pizza with vegan and gluten free options 

24 craft beers • Happy Hour Mon–Fri, 2–6 & 10pm–close
BOGO pizza Sunday–Thursday • 1/2 off bottles of wine every Sunday

8351 E. Northfield Blvd., Denver, CO 80238   |   720-372-4100   |   brixxpizza.com

Shareable Italian Tapas & Entrées
Express Lunch 
Happy Hour Daily

Locally Owned and Operated
8270 Northfi eld Blvd • 303-307-1695 • SalatiItalianStreetFood.com

Your Fresh, Original,  Authentic 
Neighborhood Gathering Place

Shareable “Barbajuan” Ravioli Bites

Signature “Piadina” Italian 
Flat Bread Sandwich

Mediterranean Infl uenced 
Shared Plates

Hours: 4:30–9:30, Tues–Sat
2230 Oneida Street 

720-542-9035 | desmondbargrill.com

NaanBistro
Indian Takeout & Delivery

20% OFF 
DINNER 
Check Online 

for MORE Deals
www.naanbistro.com

720.588.0343 
Anshutz Medical Campus, 

12501 E. 17th Ave, Aurora, CO 80045
Delivery to Stapleton only. Closed Sun. & Mon.

Phone orders only, limit one deal per order. Min. order $30.
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Dinner Tonight. By Chefs Frank Bonanno 
& Cristino Griego. Delivered to your Door.

(a Stapleton neighbor)

www.supperbell.com

CLASSIC CLUBS
#10 THE CLASSIC

(Ham & Turkey) With deli mustard, creamy 
mayo & your choice of cheese. Topped 
with fresh lettuce, juicy tomatoes & red 
onion. 7.50

#11 THE FAX
(Turkey & Bacon) With creamy mayo, deli 
mustard & your choice of cheese. Topped 
with fresh cut lettuce, tomatoes & red 
onions. An infamous sandwich named for 
the infamous avenue. 7.50

#12 THE GOLD COAST
(Turkey & Fresh Avocado Slices) This classic 
Cali-style club is served with creamy mayo, deli 
mustard & your choice of cheese. Topped with 
lettuce, juicy tomatoes & alfalfa sprouts. 7.50

* Our regulars say add hickory smoked bacon 

for the “Trifecta of Glory”

#13 DON JUAN
(Turkey & Salami) With fresh lettuce, juicy 
ripe tomatoes, red onion, creamy mayo, deli 
mustard & your choice of cheese. 7.50

#15 THE PASTRAMI
(Double Pastrami) Double portions of lean, 
thinly-sliced, barrel cured, locally sourced 
pastrami. Piled high and served with creamy 
mayo, deli mustard, lettuce, juicy tomatoes & 
red onion. Your choice of cheese. 7.50

*May we suggest Swiss?

#16 THE BEEFEATER
(Double Roast Beef) Double portions of 
thinly-sliced, medium-rare roast beef. Topped 
with creamy mayo, deli mustard, lettuce, juicy 
tomatoes, red onion, green pepper & your choice 
of cheese. Enough beef to shake a cow at. 7.50

#17 THE DON
(Double Italian) A sandwich you can’t refuse. 
Double portions of mouthwatering Genoa salami, 
spiced capicola ham & double provolone cheese, 
creamy mayo, vinegar & oil, plus spices. Topped 
with lettuce, juicy tomatoes & red onion. Every-
body respects The Don. Capiche? 7.50

* Take it to the next level with our spicy chi-town 

style giardiniera

#18 THE PB&J
A timeless sandwich made your way. Creamy 
peanut butter with your choice of gourmet 
Strawberry preserves or Apricot jam. 5.75

* Try the apricot jam with bacon. Because every-

thing’s better with bacon.

#19 THE
Our signature sandwich is made just the way 
you want it and a lot of it. You choose three of 
our delicious meats, two tasty cheeses, and top 
it off with any of our fresh-cut veggies. 
Now that’s a mouthful. 8.75

#20 HOG WILD
HOT

(Pulled Pork) Slow-cooked pulled pork with 
tangy barbeque sauce, red onion, and sliced 
Vienna pickles. Indulge your wild side. 7.50

*We recommend adding our tangy coleslaw.

#21 THE BIG BALLER
HOT

(Meatball) Fat Jack’s own special meatballs 
topped with marinara, provolone cheese and 
baked. A late night favorite. 7.50

*Step up your game with jalapenos

#22 THE ELWOOD
HOT

(Hot Italian) Chicago Style, thinly-sliced beef, 
simmered in au jus and topped with our giardi-
niera pepper mix and provolone cheese.
This one will make you wanna put the band 
back together. 7.50

#14 DOUBLE D
(Roast Beef & Turkey) Lightly slathered with 
creamy mayo & deli mustard. Topped with 
lettuce, juicy tomatoes & red onion. Your 
choice of cheese. 7.50

#23                   THE GANDOLFINI
HOT (Italian Sausage) Delicious Polodori Spicy 

Italian Sausage topped with marinara, peppers 
& onions and melted provolone cheese. 7.50

TASTY SUBS WE DELIVER

FOR MORE MENU OPTIONS, VISIT:

fatjackssubs.com
LOWRY
303-329-7827
723 Quebec St  •  Denver, CO
Fax: 303-355-7827

STAPLETON
303-322-7827
3535 Quebec St  •  Denver, CO
Fax: 303-388-8465

DINE-IN &
DELIVERY

(Last delivery orders taken 30 min before close)

Weekdays 10am - 10pm
Weekends 11am - 10pm

DINE-IN &
DELIVERY

(Last delivery orders taken 30 min before close)

Weekdays: 10am - 10pm
Weekends: 11am - 10pm

 Little Man
   ICE CREAM

OF 
NOW DELIVERING PINTSCOME IN OR CALL US, TODAY!

JIMNNICKS.COM                                                    @JIMNNICKSBBQ

DINE IN OR TO GO. FREE WITH THE PURCHASE  
OF ADULT ENTRÉE. Bring this ad to redeem.

Northfield / Stapleton location only.FREE
Kid’s Meal
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Our locally owned, small business is dedicated 
to provide a comforting patient experience and 
offering the latest in eye care for your children  

Personalized Eye Care 
For Your Child

 2373 Central Park Blvd, Ste 102
Denver, CO 80238 
 303-456-9456 | www.cepcolorado.com

No time like the present to keep  
  your future on track

Life changes – and your finances need to keep  
up. At Edward Jones, we know it’s important to  
review your finances regularly. That’s why we  
provide complimentary portfolio reviews. 

Have you reviewed your portfolio lately?  
Call to schedule an appointment to help ensure 
your finances are keeping pace with you.

Natalie J Robbins, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

2373 Central Park Blvd, Ste 104
Denver, CO 80238  
303-320-7752

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC  
FAP-1965C-A-AD

ACUPUNCTURE
Treating: Pain • Allergies • Stress, Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health Issues • Children’s Health
New Day Acupuncture, 2840 Xanthia Ct. - Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. - Serving Stapleton since 2005
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy • 720-838-7918 • www.acupuncture-in-denver.com2373 Central Park Blvd. #100 | adamsellsworth.com | 303.898.3050

By Madeline Schroeder

Author, lecturer and history 
buff, Patty Limerick has 
been appointed the new 

Colorado State Historian.
Limerick has been known 

for her colorful, straightforward 
accounts of the West. She serves 
as faculty director and chair of 
the board of the Center of the 
American West at the University 
of Colorado (CU) at Boulder.

Limerick will continue her 
duties at CU in a new partner-
ship between the university and 
History Colorado, a historical 
society that offers public access to 
cultural and heritage resources of 
Colorado, including the History 
Colorado Center downtown. 

What is the role of the state 
historian?

The role has two principle 
elements. One is what I’ve always 
tried to be—the cheerleader, the 
advocate, the persistent person 
calling attention to the value of 
history and how we got to this point in time …. 
It’s really not a good idea for humanity to be 
bumbling around in a state of amnesia about the 
past. 

Then, I get to play 
a central role in choos-
ing topics for exhibits, 
programs, putting forward 
what I know about the ac-
ademic world, and figur-
ing out how to be engaged 
in the best way that helps 
citizens be knowledgeable 
and know why it’s special 
to be in Colorado. 

Do you have sole 
control over the content 
of the museum?

The answer should not 
be frozen or static, but dynamic and we’re always 
working out chains of communications … I 

Patty Limerick Named New Colorado State Historian

bring historical expertise and experience, 
but I am not a solo actor with hammers 
and screws and can make an exhibit case 
on my own.

What are some of 
the challenges of 
putting together an 
exhibit?

There are challeng-
es of taking one story 
within a complicated 
history. How do you 
put into a museum a 
place that was dusty 
and hard to live in 
when there will be kids 
visiting the museum? 
But you don’t want 
it to look inaccurate. 

We will be thinking about a lot of those 
questions and how can we, in the limited 

space of a museum, convey complexity and how 
groups’ histories don’t stay separate.

So, one thing I have to admit is every time 
I visit History Colorado Center there are 
not many people there. Is that something 
you have focused on or discussed?

I think that’s on everyone’s radars. I think 
the partnerships with Denver Art Museum and 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science will be 
helpful. We want to make the atrium much 
more of a community space where people can 
have lunch or take part in whatever events we 
have. The location of History Colorado Center 
is so central we need to find what will magne-
tize people. Huge opportunity. 

What is your favorite museum or exhibit 
you’ve ever been to?

Well, there’s an interesting question. I would 
say the 150th anniversary of the California 
Gold Rush at the Oakland Museum was really 

good—visually compelling, so-
phisticated and really up-to-date 
with academic understanding, 
and so immediate in the humor 
reality of it. And it showed the 
long-term impacts of the Gold 
Rush. 

Also, the Park City, Utah, 
museum uses technology in a 
really interesting way. When 
you’re leaving, there’s a big, 
old-fashioned bar with a mirror 
behind the bar. And projected 
on the screen are old-timers 
telling stories. It’s everything you 
want when you visit an old town 
and the locals tell you stories. 

I’m curious about your 
opinion of the controversy 
whether to change 
Stapleton’s name because 
of the affiliation with KKK 
member Ben Stapleton.

I do have a lot of thoughts 
about that … I feel we, as a 
society, sometimes it makes sense 
to keep the name and reckon with 

the history. And sometimes the reckoning 
with the history distracts us from living 
productively with the history … Stapleton is 
a great example of how we can exercise our 
thinking around that. The name Stapleton 
will never be erased from Colorado history. 
We shouldn’t even contemplate that. Mean-
while, the Stapleton development is really a 
distinctive concept of new urbanism that’s 
not directly tied to Mayor Stapleton’s vision 
when it was an airport …. To say, well, we 
have to keep every aspect of the past, includ-
ing a name that doesn’t connect to what’s 
happening there now, maybe it is time for a 
new name. Whatever it is, it is an occasion 
for excellent, productive, grounded delibera-
tion on history and how we live with it.

The History Colorado Center is located 
at 1200 Broadway. For more infomation call 
303.447.8679 or visit www.historycolorado.
org/museums/history-colorado-center

Patty Limerick sits in the Dust 
Bowl exhibit at the Colorado 
History Center. In her role as 
Colorado State Historian, she 
will help decide new exhibits 
for the museum.

Limerick is passionate about The West 
and sharing its history with Coloradans.
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www.MargieWilliamsDDS.com      •     303-945-2699

2979 N. Iola St. Denver CO 80238
Our office was designed and built from the 
ground up with every patient comfort and 

convenience in mind.

Margie Williams, DDS
Molly Johnson, DDS

New, Expanded Hours!
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More Denver Public Schools 
Students Get Top Choice
By Madeline Schroeder

Denver Public Schools was named the 
No. 1 choice district in the nation 
by the Brookings In-

stitute, which studied choice 
programs in districts around 
the U.S. 

Every year DPS families 
enter the school choice lottery 
by preferencing their top five 
schools for the upcoming 
year. Students have higher 
chances of receiving their first 
choice based on factors that 
include having a sibling in the 
school, living in a bound-
ary zone, or being a Denver 
resident. 

District wide, choice outcomes improved 
this year. In 2015, 74 percent of incoming 

95% of the 210 
boundary students 
submitting forms
received their first 
choice high school.  
Northfield was the  
top choice for 58 
students.

100% of students 
entering sixth grade received 
their first choice high 
school. 

Incoming Sixth Graders

DSST: StapletonMcAuliffe Bill Roberts Denver Discovery DSST: CG
Non-DenverPark Hill/Stapleton Boundary Denver

80% 
of incoming sixth graders 

got their first choice,
district wide

294 incoming sixth graders were 
assigned to Hill Middle School, the middle 
school boundary area south of the Staple-
ton/Park Hill zone

87% 
of incoming ninth graders 

got their first choice,
district wide

sixth graders and 77 percent of incoming 
ninth graders received their first choice. 

In 2016, 80 percent of incoming sixth 
graders and 87 percent of in-
coming ninth graders district 
wide received their first choice 
according to data released at 
the end of March. 

Many parents say choice 
is stressful as they wait and 
wonder if their child will get 
into the school they believe is 
best for him or her. But the 
growing number of families 
in the Stapleton/Park Hill 
shared boundary has required 
DPS to add middle school 
seats, and in Stapleton/Park 

Hill this year every middle schooler got their 
first-choice school.  

Northfield High School Results for Boundary Students

Middle School Results for Stapleton/Park Hill Boundary

#1 Choices Per School

East
Northfield GW Other

68
58

29

55

Northfield...
Northfield attracted more students in its 
second year, with 58 choosing it as their #1 
school. With both a 9th and 10th grade class 
in 2016-17, the school will double to approxi-
mately 400 students.

Districtwide...
East continues to be the most requested  
Denver high school and only 18 percent 
choiced out. GW had a 60 percent choice-out 
rate. And Northfield had a 64 percent choice-
out rate. 

In boundary...
Based on high demand and projected 
future growth, DPS added 100 new 
seats at McAuliffe for 2016-17. With 
the new seats, the school was able to 
accommodate all of the students who 
chose it as No. 1. 

Bill Roberts, a K-8 school that 
touts an intimate middle school learn-
ing environment, will have the smallest 
sixth grade class at 58 students. The 
remaining middle schools are similarly 
sized at about 150.

Non-boundary...
The charts below show school pop-
ulation according to students’ place 
of residence: in boundary, in Denver, 
non-Denver. Boundary students total 
647 (top right chart) and the total 
number of students assigned (middle 
right) was 1034 in all the schools. Both 
DSSTs have a majority of non-bound-
ary students, which follows from their 
mission to serve a diverse population.

Students Assigned
81

70

29

45

East
Northfield GW

Other

#1 Choices Per School
336

100
75 58 48 30

McAuliffe 
was the most 

requested middle 
school among boundary 

students—and in 
all of DPS

East was 
most requested 

by NHS boundary 
students—and was 
also most requested 

districtwide

Students Assigned

McAuliffe DSA

DSST:Stapleton

Bill Roberts
DSST: CG

Denver  

Discovery

140

58

146154158

378

McAuliffe DSA

DSST:Stapleton
Bill Roberts

DSST: CG
Denver  

Discovery
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KIDS

Parent/Toddler & Preschool Gymnastics

A fun way to help develop gross motor skills, fl exibility and 
movement awareness using weekly-themed obstacle courses 
in a full gym facility for ages walking–5.5 years old

Dardano’s School of Gymnastics • 2250 Kearney St, Denver, CO 80207

303-355-0080 •  www.dardanosgym.com

Bring in this ad for 50% OFF your fi rst
4-week toddler or preschool session.
Registration fee required to receive discount & coupon 
must be presented at time of registration. One coupon 
per family. New members ONLY. Camps and special 
programs excluded. Offer expires 8/31/16.

Full class schedule online or call 303.777.1003 x2
In Lowry at 7653 E. 1st Place • Denver, CO 80230

Our next 
session starts

April 25 

group classes & 
private lessons 
for kids, teens 

& adults

By Carol Roberts

At the groundbreaking for Stanley 
Marketplace in October 2014, Mark 
Shaker, while introducing the project, 

said, “This is not a traditional development 
project. This is a movement. It’s about bringing 
like-minded businesses together who believe 
in more than the bottom line, about creating a 
sense of community, about tearing down fences 
and building bridges and about doing some-
thing very special.” This philosophy underlies 
the “Stanifesto,” the agreement Stanley makes 
with tenants, who are all independent local 
businesses—no chains or franchises.

The huge marketplace project at 2501 Dallas 
St. in Aurora has 140,000 square feet and encom-
passes 23 acres. The original developers, Flightline 
Partners, Inc., realized that with a growing budget 
and 50 tenants coming in, they needed a partner 
with complementary skills. “We’ve brought it this 
far. We need to ensure success by having someone 
that fills our deficits.” 

Flightline recently announced a 50-50 partner-
ship with Westfield, a big, seemingly traditional 
investment/development/property management 
company. The Front Porch asked Flightline and 
Westfield how their partnership would impact the 

vision for Stanley Marketplace.
The Stanifesto is alive and well, says Mark 

Shaker, partner at Flightline. Both Shaker and 
Richard Wham, partner at Westfield say there 
is no change in the vision. “We have comple-
mentary skill sets,” says Wham. With their 
combined skills and resources the partners 
will carry out the original vision and make the 
project “the best it can be.” Shaker believes 
Westfield, among other strengths, brings the 
best possible property management and support 
for their tenants.

But it was the search for financing that 
really got Flightline tuned in to the need for 
a partner. The cost had doubled. The banks 
were reluctant to fund a non-traditional project 
that had no comparables. It’s not located on a 
major street that brings traffic. And the banks 
said the surrounding area is still five years away 
from changing to residential from the current 
industrial uses. 

“And, who are we? A rag tag group of people 
putting on a pretty big project.  There’s an 
execution risk. With that scale, for a bank to 

New 
Partner 

Joins 
Stanley 

Market-
place

Does that change 
the original plan?

In a July, 2014 photo, Flightline partners Mark Shaker (left) and Lorin Ting show their plans 
for Stanley Marketplace.
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Summer Camp
Sign up before April 30 for 50% OFF the registration fee

Summer CampSummer CampSummer CampSummer Camp
JUNE: Arts and Crafts

Children’s Museum
Utah Park • Magic Show

Aviation Park
JULY: Sports

Swimming • Ice Arena
Skate City

AUGUST: Nature & Science
Planetarium

Bluff Lake Park
Zoo • Butterfl y Pavilion

AND SO MUCH MORE!

Acacia Learning Center is now enrolling for Summer Camp 2016. 
Serving children ages 5–11. Camp hours are 6am–6pm, Monday–Friday. 
Sign up for a day, a week, or all summer. Camp starts June 6.

 1 day  g  $73.75 per week, 2 days  g  $147.50 per week, 
3 days  g  $206.25 per week,  4 days  g  $260.00 per week, 5 days  g  $275.00 per week. 

Registration fee: $100.00. T-shirts, meals & fi eld trips included in tuition fees.

For more information, please contact Erin Jones: info@acaciastapleton.com
2050 Uinta Street, Denver, CO 80238 | 720-449-4109

Haircuts, Birthday Parties and 
       Ear Piercing

Monday–Saturday: 10am–7pm. 
                    Sunday: 10am–5pm

8340 Northfi eld Blvd. Suite 1675 • Denver, CO 80238
303-371-1110 • pigtailsandcrewcuts.com/northfi eld-stapleton
Mention this ad and receive $2 OFF any full haircut. 
Valid at Northfi eld/Stapleton location ONLY, one offer per household.

put their resources behind it, they wanted some 
comfort that we’d get to the finish line.”

By partnering with a group that had resources 
and expertise on even larger projects, “That’s 
how lenders got comfortable,” says Shaker.

Flightline sold three acres on the south side 
of the Stanley property to Westfield for develop-
ment of about 150 apartments. Having Westfield 
able to come in and quickly start development 
addressed the need to have residential nearby, 
and soon, rather than just having industrial on 
two sides of the property, says Shaker.

Construction of the apartments will start 
by year’s end, says Wham—and they expect 
occupancy by the end of 2017. The apartments 
will be “on the efficient side, from a space per-
spective, but high design at an attainable price 
point.” It will be a three- or four-story building 
that won’t need a lot of amenities since tenants 
can walk over to Stanley Marketplace for coffee, 
fitness, meals, even a beer garden. Westfield 
has contracted with Boss Architecture, which 
designed the beer garden and event center at 
Stanley, to maintain consistency. 

Although he expects the apartments will be 
popular with those in their 20s and 30s, Wham 
hopes it will attract “a broad array of ages who seek 
a creative and collaborative lifestyle.” He says he’ll 
be interested to see who comes—and adds that 
with all the land at Stanley there is the potential 
for future residential devel-
opment. 

Wham and Shaker both 
say they expect it will be at-
tractive to those who work at 
the medical center, where they 
could ride a bike to work.

Despite Westfield’s ap-
pearance as a big traditional 
development company, 
Wham says in the past 18 months they’ve been 
acquiring property on Brighton Blvd. in RiNo and 
are looking at adaptive reuse strategies for 17 acres 
that have a number of brick façade warehouses. 

The company is interested in the new retail 
approach Stanley has developed, says Wham, 
adding that millennials are spending more money 
on food and going out not just for the food but for 
the overall experience. Stanley’s work developing 
the concept for their marketplace, combined with 
being fully leased, made them an attractive partner 
for Westfield as they move toward developing a  
“new retail” type project.

With no swing vote in a 50-50 agreement, 

how will decisions be made in the Flightline/
Westfield partnership? “We have an extensive 
list of major decisions that require both of 
us to pull in the same direction, so it truly is 
an equal partnership,” says Shaker. “There 
are some things on both sides where we have 

to be in complete agreement to 
move forward or else we’re kind 
of stuck. With what we’ve creat-
ed, there are certain things that 
for us are non-negotiable, and 
we need to make sure that we’re 
on the same page. There haven’t 
been any issues thus far.”

Shaker says Westfield is in 
full agreement with their phi-

losophy on selection of businesses and have 
completely deferred to Flightline in the selec-
tion of businesses since they’ve been partners.

“I’ve made commitments to all the busi-
nesses there. We have a merchants association 
that all the businesses are members of and 
contribute to, and we will do a wide array 
of community events and activities, and we 
continue to build that culture. I’ve made 
promises to all these businesses and I’m not 
going anywhere. I’ll be there continuing to 
build our project. I don’t do anything else. 
I just do Stanley and that will continue for 
years to come,” says Shaker. 

The projected opening 
date for Stanley Mar-
ketplace is July 27. The 
grand opening event will 
likely be in early August.

Stanley Marketplace sits on 23 acres, which includes land on both sides of Westerly Creek.
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KIDS (CONTINUED)

explore your world

Summer
Camps

Ages 3 -14
June 6 - August 5

Don’t get bored over the summer! Explore your world with summer 
camps at the International School of Denver. With 
experienced counselors, new themes weekly and camps offered in 
English, French, Mandarin, and Spanish, you can choose from options 
like Engineering, Le Chef, Ultimate Frisbee and more! 

Registration is now open! Visit www.isdenver.org/camps to learn 
more and sign up today! 

Creating Community with Music
By Carol Roberts

“Music is our tool to put something 
out there that can help make 
the world better,” says Flobots 

rock band and hip hop singer Jamie Laurie to 
Northfield High School students. “In the last 
few years we’ve realized that the tool is not just 
us getting on stage and rapping and have people 
sit there and cheer for us. The real tool is the 
ability of a community to sing together.

“In the civil rights movement there were a 
lot of times when people were together in very, 
very frightening situations where they had no 
weapons, the other side had a lot of weapons. 
What they did in those key moments to have 
strength and power very often was song. Collec-
tive singing.”

Laurie says today in the U.S., it is counter 
cultural and awkward to sing in public. People 
think you need to have a voice like those on 
American Idol. But, he points out, in much of 
the world people sing very readily. “What we’re 
doing is recovering that here.”

Laurie’s fellow Flobot Stephen “Brer Rabbit” 

Brackett warms up the young audience with his 
personal story. As a child his room was filled with 
photos of famous African Americans who made 
contributions to our society. “My parents wanted 
to be sure that my skin color, in my mind, was not 
a disadvantage. That my skin color was something 
that I’d be proud of and wasn’t a deficit. It was 
armor that I’d step into the world with.

“There are a lot of times when we can feel that 
we don’t have much power, right? We feel boxed in 
on all sides and we have no options. But the warrior 
women in my life taught me that there are still 
choices that we have in those moments to change 
things.” He says his mother was valedictorian of 
her high school class in the early years of desegrega-
tion. When she walked up to get her diploma, the 
principal looked at the audience and said, “‘How 
dare you let this [n-word] take this from me?’ And 
my mother took it.” 

His mother went on to become a lawyer and, 
despite serious illness, continued to do pro bono 
work. She told him, “Son, as long as you are alive, 
you can make a difference. Our gifts are not our 
own.” He told the students that this experience Top left and top right: Jamie Laurie, sing-

er, songwriter, and founder of the Flobots 
engages Northfield High School students 
in an interactive event that focuses on 

how music can impact people and com-
munities. Top middle: Flobot Stephen “Brer 
Rabbit” Brackett responds with emotion to 
Corey Albert’s rap performance.  
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• Hourly Care in a Licensed Setting • Drop-In Anytime 
• Low Hourly Rates 
• Ages 1-13

*New 
 clients only

303-825-1466
         13th & Krameria

 www.kidstowncenters.com
in the King 
Soopers Plaza

$5
$5/hour for child care 

Toddler & diaper rates apply

Fridays!
$5/hour for child care 

Toddler & diaper rates apply

• Free public K-8 charter school

• Offering full language immersion in Mandarin & Spanish

• Now enrolling K–8th grade through DPS school of choice*

• Shuttle bus to the school from North Park Hill & Stapleton

• Tours weekly- see website for more details

• Find out more at www.DenverLanguageSchool.org

*Limited number of openings for 2nd-8th grade if students meet language profi ciency requirements

seeing his mother carry on 
with her contribution to the 
community despite her pain 
and illness “taught me how I 
want to be.”

Laurie then asks the 
students to think of a moment 
when they had a powerful 
experience with a song. NHS 
student Corey Albert stands 
up and shares that he had 
awakened at 3am after a dream 
about a good friend who died 
because her mom was doing 
heroin and crashed the car. 
Albert wrote an entire song in 
one sitting called Trust: Cause 
and Effect of Breaking It based 
on a problem his friend had 
had with her boyfriend.

Laurie’s own experience 
happened while driving a group 
of kids he was working with 
in an after school program. A 
song came on the radio and 
suddenly a diverse group of 
kids was united in song. “I 
thought maybe if I’m really 
trying to get people involved, 
maybe I should try to be the 

Simultaneously another group sang the tune to 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot using the words: Refugees 
are welcome here, Mother earth is everyone’s home. 

With that shared experience ringing in their 
ears, Laurie told the students, “We hope you have 

wheels spinning in your head with ideas for 
collective singing. It’s really powerful.”

From the looks of it, the students had 
become believers in the power of music.

Jane Chu (right), chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts, 
visited creative groups in Colorado, including the Flobots event 
at Northfield in March. She is talking with Jasmine Groves, who 
had won the Poetry Out Loud competition at Northfield a few days 
earlier. Groves went on to compete at the state level competition. 
Groves, who says she’s shy and had not previously performed in 
front of an audience, recited To Helen by Edgar Alan Poe.
The Flobots event and Poetry Out Loud were sponsored by Colorado 
Creative Industries and organized by NHS teacher Nicole Foster.

Above: NHS student Osris Aus-
tin inspires his fellow students 
in a “sing-off” as Brer Rabbit 
(rear) encourages the singing.

voice on the radio.” He called his 
childhood friend Stephen (Brer 
Rabbit) and came back to Den-
ver and they formed the Flobots. 
(Both attended East.) “Five years 
later we were the voice on the 
radio. It was all the one moment 
with that one song.”

Laurie and Brer Rabbit 
brought the students down to the 
gym floor and got them singing. 
“Something happens and you 
just felt it. We’re like, vibrating 
together. How do we take that 
one step further?” 

Laurie tells the students about 
a group of people in Canada 
who’d been hearing about keep-
ing refugees out, but they wanted 
the refugees to feel welcome. 
They did it by getting together 
and singing in public. 

Led by the Flobots, the NHS 
students replicated that idea us-
ing When the Saints go Marching 
In music with the words: 

Oh refugees are welcome here, 
Oh refugees are welcome here. Oh 
how I love thee as my neighbor 
where refugees are welcome here.
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EVALUATE. SETTLE. REPAIR.
Many homeowners are unsure whether they sustained damage during the storms last  
summer or how to properly settle their insurance claim. Others were denied or have  
received only partial settlement from their insurance carrier. We can help!

Call us today for a FREE property inspection

720.583.1690
®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

www.cencobuildingservices.com

Cenco Building Services is a family-owned general contractor, actively serving roofing and 
restoration clients in Stapleton and the surrounding neighborhoods. Our field staff are licensed, 
independent adjusters—not just salesmen—so we give you honest feedback on every inspection.
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     CLAIM

STAPLETON: Infinity
3162 Emporia Court

FEATUREDHOMES

FindYourSpace@me.com
Selling. Buying. Relocating.

because experience matters

PARKER: Homestead
15101 Yellowthroat - $498,000

U/CU/C
for Buyer

STAPLETON: 
3088 ULSTER COURT

4 BDRM + Study + Gym/ 4 BATH
$ 670,000

GREEN VALLEY RANCH: 
18109 E. 47TH PLACE - $489,000

SOLD

WASH PARK: 
1309 S. Humboldt Street 

3 BDRM/ 3 BATH
$ 670,000.

U/C U/C

U/CU/C

Zoo Welcomes Whimsie, The Baby Gorilla

By Madeline Schroeder

Denver Zoo welcomed a rare 
addition on February 25: a 
western lowland gorilla named 

Whimsie Adepa (ah-deep-ah). 
Western lowland gorilla populations 

have declined by more than 60 percent over 
the last 20 years due to poaching, according to 
the World Wildlife Fund. 

Whimsie is the fifth of her species to ever 
be born at Denver Zoo, and the first in 11 
years. Only 10 a year are born at zoos across 

Visitors gather at the glass as the dominant male gorilla, Jim, walks by. Western lowland 
gorillas do climb but primarily spend their time on the ground. 
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303-322-2081

Qual i ty care in a nearby, comfortable, bright , modern sett ing

IN NETWORK with most insurance • Early morning appointments

            Now offer ing BOTOX® and

MOVING TO  
CONSERVATORY  
GREEN JULY 2016!

Zoo Welcomes Whimsie, The Baby Gorilla

Left, Tinga holds her two-month-old baby, Whimsie, and watches Jim, her part-
ner and the dominant male in the group, walk away for a moment. 
Below, much like a human mother, Tinga pats Whimsie’s back and jiggles or 
changes positions to comfort her.

the U.S., according to Denver zookeeper 
Michelle Valois.

Western lowland gorillas live in heavy 
rainforests in communities of up to 30. They 
have distinct social dynamics. There is one 
dominant older male, also called the silver-
back for his swath of silver hair. Communi-
ties include several females and babies, and 
sometimes a few other young males who then 
go off to find a community of their own.

Denver Zoo has a troop of six gorillas: 

11-year-old mother Tinga, 29-year-old father 
Jim, baby Whimsie, 39-year-old female Bossa, 
and “the bachelors,” 19-year-old Charlie and 
20-year-old Curtis. 

Tinga was born at Denver Zoo. Valois had 
just returned from maternity leave when Tin-
ga was born and felt a very special connection 
with her. At age 2, Tinga moved to the Los 
Angeles Zoo and returned in November 2014 
to be paired with Jim. “I was so happy when 
she came back. She returned incredibly in-

telligent and has formed a special bond with 
Jim,” she says. Whimsie is Tinga’s first baby.

“She’s very 
much a first-time 
mom,” Valois says. 
“She’s very protec-
tive and gentle.” A 
few days after the 
birth, zookeepers 
were concerned 
Whimsie was 
growing weak 
because she was 
not nursing. They 
trained Tinga to 
let them check 
Whimsie’s health and discovered the baby is 
actually very strong, according to Valois. 

Whimsie is now nursing and Tinga is 
learning quickly how to be a mom. She pats 
Whimsie and jiggles or shakes positions to 

soothe her when she cries, which is often. 
Jim has not yet interacted with Whimsie, 

but is very 
protective over 
her and Tinga, 
pushing away 
other gorillas 
if she needs 
space. 

Baby 
gorillas stick 
with their 
moms until 
they start to 
walk around at 
6–9 months. 

At that point, zookeepers hope Jim will 
interact with Whimsie and they’ll begin 
to play together. Denver Zoo expects big 
crowds at that time. For more information, 
visit denverzoo.org

Instinct is a lot of  
the game. Tinga is 
learning quickly 
how to be a mom. 
—Michelle Valois, zookeeper
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Covering Up At The 
Beach Again?

Call today to schedule your free consultation and receive 
10% OFF your treatment package. (Offer expires 4/30/16)

P Lose 4-6 inches in 4 weeks or less
P FDA approved laser technology to remove body fat 
    without surgery
P No pain. No needles. No downtime
P Flex spending and HSA accepted; financing available

Before After

Save on Dr. Angela Tran’s weight loss 
program and slimming technology!

303-321-0023 www.DenverWeightLossClinic.com
2373 Central Park Blvd, Ste 300, Denver 80238

PAINTING
• Interiors & Exteriors • Meticulous and Quick
• Faux Finishes • Free Estimates
Mike Ciechanowicz | 303-324-1653 | mbsn7789@q.com
A+ Business Rating with the BBB

Discovering the Power 
of  Female Friendships

Landscape Architecture
Master Plans • Hardscape • Plants

Urban Gardens • 303.320.0392
Sarah Christian • Stapleton Owned Business

www.urbangardensinc.com

By Madeline Schroeder

It’s a quaint room with a couch and scattered chairs. It 
doesn’t feel like a typical classroom. A seventh-grader 
sits across the room working on something.
We begin our conversation and about 20 minutes in, 

a young woman comes in crying. “Ms. Biggs, I need a 
meeting,” she says desperately. Alicia Biggs and the other 
seventh-grader in the room immediately embrace the 
young woman. “OK, what’s going on? Are you OK?” They 
talk through what happened, take deep breaths, and she 
goes into a neighboring room to relax. 

“This is typical. Instead of getting upset at a teacher, 
the girls come down here and we talk it out. I give her 
the words to deliver with respect,” Biggs tells me, simul-
taneously emailing the student’s teacher to let her know 
she is OK and in her room. 

Alicia Biggs is the administrative assistant at McAu-
liffe International School at 25th and Holly. She has 
highlighted blonde hair and chunky gold jewelry, which 
clacks on her keyboard as she types. 

“We want a safe place to come and talk about any-
thing that is going on in our lives and know that it’s go-
ing to be safe. Mentally and socially we want to be able 
to express ourselves and for other girls to be engaged 
and help build each other up and be a support system.”

A few months ago, a few seventh-graders, includ-

ing Lynnsie Holloway, decided to do something about the 
number of cliques among girls at the school. “A lot of us are 
all going through similar stuff, so I wanted to bring the girls 
together,” Holloway says. 

They formed G.E.M.S., Girls Engaging Mentally and 
Socially, a support group for young women attending 
McAuliffe. The group has grown to more than 25 girls and 
is changing the happiness, well-being and academic perfor-
mance of these young women.

Biggs and Lynnsie’s mom, Lena Price, mentor the group. 
Many of the G.E.M.S. do not have moms at home and are 

being raised by grandparents. G.E.M.S. is a sisterhood that 
gives them the opportunity to relate about difficult issues and 
ask female role models questions.

After school every Tuesday and Thursday, the girls cozy up 
in this small room and talk about everything affecting their 
lives. They also go on activities together including bowling, 
visiting the Black Rodeo, and by the end of the year, will go to 
Elway’s for dinner and a theatre production.

Although hosted in the school, G.E.M.S. meetings feel 
nothing like school. No one raises her hand. All the conversa-
tions are nonjudgmental and confidential, unless it involves a 
safety issue. 

They’ve talked about topics including depression, social 
media and relationships. After talking about social media, 
Biggs took all of their phones for one night and locked them 
in her room. Initially there was panic, but in the end they 
were grateful to know they could survive without phones. 
Everyone still arrived at her room early the next morning. 

For their conversation about relationships, they invit-
ed boys at the school to share their perspectives. The boys 
explained they get physically attached, but not as emotionally 
attached as girls. 

Price likes to challenge the girls with questions they 
wouldn’t expect, like why do you guys love expensive tennis 

Lynnsie Holloway writes the group’s mission for G.E.M.S.

Madison Wortham, far left, Lynnsie Holloway, center, Jaidyn Fears, middle right, and Lena Price, far right 
participate in a conversation during a G.E.M.S. meeting. 

Jalaya Gilmore shares her thoughts as Nadia Barajas listens.
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303-534-5454
www.rockymountainshutters.com

Park Meadows  |  9623 E County Line Rd,  Centennial
 

Cherry Creek  |  201 University Blvd., Suite 204, Denver
 

Stapleton  |  4986 Olive Street, Commerce City
 

Traditional or Contemporary, 
Manual or Motorized, we do it all.

Ask to see the unique way we covered the 
windows in our owners Infinity Home (below)‘

4801 Monaco St • dartauto.com • 303-296-1188

Make a Positive Impact on Your Community!
Stapleton’s newest service club is shaping our neighborood—come see if we are a good match for you.

Stapleton Kiwanis Organizational Receptions:
April 14 and April 21, 5:30–7pm. Refreshments served.

8028 East 22nd Place, Denver, 80238. Please RSVP to Neill at 303-771-1200 (call or text)

303.650-6243
Locally Owned & Operated 
by Crystal Seybold

Denver.YouveGotMAIDS.com

shoes? Or why do you think there’s the mis-
conception that all black people like chicken? 

Price admits she was afraid to have a daugh-
ter. Her boys were easy to raise—“barber shop, 
football, food, and they’re good.” Growing 
up she was the popular girl, but didn’t always 
want to be. “I wanted to flourish and I wanted 
to hang out with the white kids and be diverse 
and experience different things. One side or 
the other always had something to say about 
it, you’re acting too this. I want my daughter, 
and all the G.E.M.S. to be well-rounded men-
tally; everything else will fall into place.” 

Price and Holloway are a powerful 
mom-daughter example for the group. They 
listen intently when the other is speaking, 
laugh like best friends, and trust one another.

Many G.E.M.S. do not have many adults 
they like or look up to. Some feel their 
teachers, almost all of whom are white, do not 
care about or understand what they’re going 
through at home. Several experience depres-
sion, anxiety, or have had suicidal thoughts. 
This comes out in the classroom at times. 

At G.E.M.S., they talk about long-term 
goals and how school fits into that. Biggs and 
Price role-play as teachers for the G.E.M.S. to 
practice assertive and respectful communica-

tion when they get upset in the class-
room. 

“We want them to learn to advocate 
for themselves in a respectful manner and 
teach them they have good sense, because 
they do, even though they don’t always 
show it,” Price says. 

The effort goes both ways, though, 
according to Biggs. She has hosted 
Cultural, Race and Equity workshops 
for teachers at the school to learn about 
their own differences and teaching across 
cultures. 

If a student feels she cannot commu-
nicate with a teacher and the conver-
sation is too emotional, she can always 
come to this room. Biggs and one of the 
other G.E.M.S. will be there ready to 
wipe her tears.

G.E.M.S. will continue throughout 
the summer months, and Price and Biggs 
encourage the girls to call or text any-
time. They continue to recruit girls who 
seem like they may need someone. Price 
says, “Find someone in your life, whether 
it’s a friend, cousin, mentor to talk about 
things. You are not alone.”

Alicia Biggs playfully embraces Jaidyn Fears while Alexia Del Valleleft laughs.
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311 (720-913-1311)    DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles DenverRecyclesDenver.Recycles.fan

A  Please bring your 
own pitchfork or 
shovel, and bags 
or containers for 
loading mulch.

A  Bring a tarp to cover 
your truck or trailer.

A  Due to limited 
quantities, Denver 
residents only.

A �Commercial vehicles 
are prohibited from 
taking or selling 
the City’s mulch 
or compost.

DIG-YOUR-OWN &  
LOADER SERVICE SITE

Havana Nursery
10450 Smith Rd., just south 
of I-70 on Havana St., exit 
on Central Park Blvd.

Loader service into trucks 
and trailers at this site only

COMPOST SALE

PRE-BAGGED &  
LOADER SERVICE SITE
Havana Nursery
10450 Smith Rd., just south 
of I-70 on Havana St., exit on 
Central Park Blvd. 
Compost sold at this site only

FREE MULCH

DIG-YOUR-OWN SITES
Veterans Park
Iowa St. & Vine St.

Bear Creek Park
South of Dartmouth Ave.  
on Raleigh St.

Sloan’s Lake Park
Sheridan Blvd. & 17th Ave.

Fred Thomas Park
Quebec St. & 26th Ave.

Saturday, May 7, 2016  |  8 AM to 2 PM
(while supplies last)

Denver Recycles’ Annual
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 – 
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REMINDERS

Compost Prices are $3.75 per 
1.25 cubic ft. bag (9 gal.) or 
$31.50 per cubic yd. (includes 
tax). Compost limit of 3 cubic 
yards or 20 bags per vehicle.

DPS Board Announces Ten Finalists for Vacant Board Seat

Denver Water Sets New Rate Structure
By John Fernandez

Area residents can expect their water 
bills to change. A new rate structure 
will be reflected on bills for any meter 

read on or after April 1, 2016. That means 
meters read in early April, for example, 
would include water use from days in March 
under the new structure.

The impact on individual homeowners 
will vary, as bills will be individualized based 
on consumption patterns. What’s increasing 
for everyone is the “monthly service charge.” 
Water bills are comprised of this service charge 
plus a charge based on consumption. For a 
typical residential customer, the service charge 
is increasing from $6.74 to $8.79 per month. 
Commercial customers will also see a service 
charge increase depending on meter size.

The consumption charge portion of the 
bill is converting to a three-tier system based 
on indoor use, landscaping for an average 
size yard, and a higher rate for landscaping 
requiring more than 15,000 gallons of water 
per month.

The former four-tier system charged higher 
rates for higher tiers. The price per gallon 
under the new three-tier system also increases 
from tier to tier but defines the tiers by type of 
use rather than simply by a greater charge per 

gallon: establishing the lowest tier for “average 
winter consumption” for basic indoor use; then 
allotting 15,000 gallons of use in the next tier 
based on what it takes to water an average-sized 
yard efficiently; then defining a tier three for any 
water use above that. Each tier under the new 
system costs less per 1,000 gallons than the pre-
vious system, an amount offset to some degree 
by the increased service charge. As a fixed fee, the 
larger service charge will help stabilize revenues 
to the overall water system. Denver Water has, 
as have many other Colorado water providers, 
experienced inconsistent revenues as as a result of 
more frequent extreme weather fluctuations and 
customer water conservation efforts.. 

In adopting the new structure last Decem-
ber, the Denver Board of Water Commissioners 
indicated the “new structure will provide a more 
secure source of the revenue the utility needs to 
continue to collect, treat and deliver safe, reliable 
water to its customers.”

Because tier one of the structure is based on 
a customer’s average winter consumption, calcu-
lated by averaging your monthly water consump-
tion on bills dated January, February and March 
each year (beginning in 2016), water bills among 
customers will vary. Customers can get details on 
the new rate structure by accessing the Denver-
Water.org web site. 

Ten finalists for Denver Public Schools 
Board Director of District 4 presented to 
the community on Monday, March 21 at 

Manual High School. Candidates were given five 
minutes to express how they would achieve success 
as Board Director. 

1. Jennifer Bacon
Attorney and BS in Management, Business 

Law and American Politics. Juris Doctor. 10+ 
years in public education. 

Speech focused on access to quality schools, 
accountability and acknowledgment

2. Makisha Boothe
University of Colorado at Denver, B.A. Cur-

rently DPS Director of Strategic School Design 
and Senior Director.

Speech focused on equity and urgency to create 
diverse, innovative school models in all neighbor-
hoods

3. Priya Burkett (stand-in pictured)
University of Colorado, Denver, Executive 

MBA. The George Wasington University, D.C. 
BA, Finance and Information Systems. Currently 
Director, Strategic Accounts, Xcel Energy and 
Board of Director, Denver Public Schools Foun-
dation.

Speech focused on nurturing the whole child 
and providing social-emotional support in class-
rooms

4. Rachele Camesa-Espiritu 
University of Colorado-Boulder, Ph.D Clinical 

Psychology, University of Colorado-Boulder, MA 
Clinical Psychology, University of California-San 

Diego, BA Psychology. Practicing psychologist 
and Founder of small business 

Speech focused on student’s well being and 
mental health

5. Velvia Garner
BS Nursing, MS in Nursing Administration, 

Doctorate (in progress), Public Administration, 
Policy, Public Management. 

Speech focused on classroom management 
and supporting a child’s mental health

6. Jo-Nell Herndon
MBA and Master of Nonprofit Management. 

Previously served on boards including Montessori 
Academy of Colorado and the CU Denver Busi-
ness School. Founder of Montessori ECE school

Speech focused on social-emotional services, 
and getting resources to schools that really need it

7. MiDian Z. Holmes
Operations professional, specializing in train-

ing development. Community activities include 
education advocacy and community resource for 
Colorado Student Athletes.

Speech focused advocating for DPS kids who 
do not attend high-performing schools

8. Arnetta Koger
Teacher Leader. Social studies teacher, Denver 

Center for: International Studies at Montbello. 
Obama for America community organizer. 

Speech focused on equity for children of color, 
as well as the need for more teachers of color

9. Dexter Korto
9th grade writing teacher and 7th grade 

social studies teacher at DSST: Cole. Previously 
Urban Leader Fellow, defensive backs coach at 
Montbello High School, recipient of D1 athletic 
scholarship.

Speech focused on supporting all students, 
citing a Special Ed International student who 
“DPS failed”

10. Adrienne Tate
Founder and Lead Consultant, Tate Education 

Consulting. Designed and facilitated trainings for 
teachers and school leaders. 

Speech focused on achievement of children 
of color and special needs students and need for 
teacher training

Sierra Club Sues Over I-70 Plan
By John Fernandez

Even as the I-70 East expansion project 
wends its way toward final federal 
approval, community organizations 

representing neighborhoods in north Denver 
adjacent to I-70 joined the Sierra Club on 
March 15 in a lawsuit.

CDOT is proposing to eventually expand 
the current six-lane highway to 10 travel lanes 
and four frontage lanes. Phase 1 of the project 
is slated to begin next year following federal is-
suance of a formal “Record of Decision” (ROD) 
this summer. CDOT is proceeding on a parallel 
path with selection of a contractor/developer, 
with a decision expected this fall.

The suit, filed in the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit, challenges 
EPA’s revision of the methodology for determin-
ing compliance with the air quality standard for 
particulate pollution. The specific claim about 
EPA guidance revolves around whether multiple 

high pollution days will be counted against the 
standard.

The organizations joining the Sierra Club in 
the suit include Citizens for a Greater Denver, 
the Elyria and Swansea Neighborhood Associa-
tion, and the Cross Community Coalition.

In a press release issued March 16, the group 
alleges increased health risks from the project for 
an estimated 10,000 residents of north Denver 
residing within 1,000 feet of I-70.

This same group of organizations has been 
urging CDOT to re-route interstate highway 
traffic away from the north Denver neigh-
borhoods onto an expanded I-76 and I-270 
combination. In this scenario, I-70 through 
north central Denver would be converted into a 
surface boulevard. CDOT opposes this alterna-
tive as unrealistic and has been joined in that 
view by many local and state officials. The public 
comment period on the preferred alternative 
closed March 2. 

Remaining Schedule for Board 
Director Selection

4:30pm Thursday, April 7 the Board 
will interview the finalists
4:30pm Tuesday, April 12 the Board 
will vote on the finalists and 
announce the selection
4:30pm Monday, April 18 the new 
District 4 Board Director will be 
sworn in at the Board of Education 
work session

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8

9 10
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See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for complete details. Not valid with any other offer or previously written contracts. Visitors must register in person with a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant in a 
participating city between April 1, 2016, and April 30, 2016, and will be entered into a drawing to win one of three prizes (participating cities: Atlanta, GA, Charleston, SC, Charlotte, NC, Chicago, IL, Dallas, TX, Denver, 
CO, Hilton Head, SC, Houston, TX, Indianapolis, IN, Jacksonville, FL, Minnearpolis, MN, Orlando, FL, Panama City, FL, Phoenix, AZ, Raleigh, NC, Salt Lake City, UT, and San Antonio, TX). Only one registration or 
entry per family or couple.  Employees of David Weekley Homes and their immediate family members are not eligible to win. Electronics and Appliance Packages and Smart Watch are awarded in the form of a Gift Card 
from Best Buy (or equivalent retailer, at Weekley’s option). zDrawings will be held May 11, 2016, and winners will be contacted by a David Weekley Homes Representative to make arrangements to receive Gift Cards. Cash 
will not be given in lieu of prizes. David Weekley Homes reserves the right to terminate program or change rules at any time. No purchase necessary to win. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials or 
availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2016 David Weekley Homes - All 
Rights Reserved. Denver, CO (DENA75226)

To celebrate 40 years of Building Dreams, Enhancing Lives, we’re hosting  
the World’s Largest Parade of Homes in our cities across the country!

From April 1– 30, we invite you to visit any of our beautiful models or Showcase Homes  
in Denver to see current innovations in design and get inspired with home décor ideas.

And, while you’re delighting in our award-winning homes, be sure to register for a  
chance to win one of these exciting prizes:

FIRST PRIZE
$1,500 APPLIANCE PACKAGE

SECOND PRIZE
SMART WATCH

Plus, just for registering, we’ll donate $5 to your  
local chapter of Big Brothers Big Sisters of America!

$2,000 ELECTRONICS PACKAGE

GRAND PRIZE

So, be sure to visit our Paired and Row Homes in Stapleton! 

Ever been driving on a winding road 
late at night, only to round a bend 
and have to slam on the brakes to 

avoid rocks in the road? If so, you’re not 
alone. Rockfalls are regular occurrences in 
Colorado, and the debris they jettison onto 
roadways and other structures is hazardous.

Fortunately, Colorado’s got some of the 
top gurus in the nation to track these geo-
hazards, including teams at CDOT, at CGS, 
and their partners. Using laser mapping, 
aerial photography, remote sensing, and a 
bevy of crack-, tilt-, and movement-me-
ters, they regularly assess and monitor our 
known rockfall regions. The data is plugged 
into modeling software to assess the nature 
of potential future slope failures. In fact, 
the most widely used modeling software for 
characterizing rockfalls was developed right 
here in Colorado. It arose from the need to 
minimize risk from snaking an interstate 
through Glenwood Canyon. To head off 
future falls, whether in Glenwood or in 
the seemingly innocuous hillsides of South 
Park, agencies build preventative berms, 
moisture-diverting sluices, rock-catching 
troughs, fences and walls. Known problems 
get remediated with an arsenal of bolts, but-
tresses, cables, anchors, netting and related 
gear. Sometimes crack-filled exposures are 
even injected with vast quantities of resin—
akin to mountain super glue.

But what is it about our landscape that 
makes all of this prevention necessary? After 
all, New Mexico, Utah, and California have 
huge mountains but they don’t have as 
many catastrophic rockfalls. Short of blam-
ing population penetration of the moun-
tains, Colorado’s rockfall abundance stems 
from our distinctive climate, topography, 
and diverse blend of rock types.

by James Hagadorn
   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Just the Facts
Tracking Colorado’s 

Rockfalls

In Colorado, falling rocks mainly come 
from three sources, all of which are plentiful 
in hillsides and mountains. The first source is 
fractured bedrock like the stuff exposed in Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison, Golden’s Clear Creek 
Canyon, and Pikes Peak. These rocks, cooled 
from magma or cemented together during burial 
and mountain-building, are full of fissures and 
cracks. As water seeps into the cracks, some-
times it lubricates them or degrades crack-filling 
crystals into clays that help the rocks slip apart. 
The rocks eventually calve off like glaciers. An 
even more destructive process, called ice-jacking, 
occurs when this infiltrating water freezes and ex-
pands, gradually wedging the rock’s cracks open 
more and more during the daily and seasonal 
freeze-thaw cycles. 

Alternating layers of sedimentary rock are the 
second major contributor to rockfalls. In expo-
sures like those that rim Castle Rock, Durango, 
Grand Junction, 
and Manitou 
Springs, massive 
cliff-forming beds 
of these rocks regu-
larly spall off from 
mesas, buttes, and 
bluffs. The cause? 
Underlying the du-
rable well-cemented 
cliff rocks are soft 
mud-rich layers. 
These layers erode 
from rainfall and 
seepage, undercut-
ting and allowing 
the overlying rocks 
to topple downhill. 
Ice-jacking of cracks in cliff-rocks also contrib-
utes.

Relict soils and sediments (those not in their 

typical environment) left behind by ancient land-
slides and the bulldozing of Snowmastodon-era 
glaciers are the last source of falling rocks.

These crazy-looking piles of dirt and rock 
are a geological mishmash of giant boulders 
suspended in sand and gravel. They line most of 

Colorado’s valleys and 
canyons. As water from 
snowmelt or rainfall 
saturates sediment that 
holds boulders in place, 
rocks can slip or fall 
out of these piles, tum-
bling down to burgs 
like Cañon City or the 
geological bullseye of 
East Vail.

Falling rocks from 
these sources directly 
impact homes, vehicles, 
infrastructure, and 
people. They have 
indirect impacts as 
traffic hazards and be-

cause they catalyze landslides. To add to natural 
triggers, anytime we undercut, oversteepen, or 
disturb hillsides and mountainsides, rockfalls will 

be more likely. Ditto when we build roads 
and homes at the foot of, or on top of ancient 
rockfalls and landslides.

Given that Colorado’s freeze-thaw cycles 
and rainfall are each three-season phenomena, 
it isn’t surprising that crack-related rockfalls 
are a year-round phenomenon. Witness the 
epic traffic-clogging examples on the I-70 
corridor. In contrast, erosion- and slippage-re-
lated rockfalls tend to occur after prolonged 
or massive rainy intervals, especially when 
it’s windy. Highway 133 between Paonia and 
Carbondale is a classic example.

Rockfalls have been shaping the surface of 
our state for a billion years, and will continue 
to do so. They’re an indication that our earth 
is always in action, and they signal the risks of 
living and playing in mountainous and hilly 
terrain. Understanding what triggers them 
and how they behave helps us predict and 
minimize our risk. To learn more, check out 
coloradogeologicalsurvey.org/geologic-haz-
ards/ or codot.gov/programs/geotech/. 

James Hagadorn, Ph.D., is a scientist at 
the Denver Museum of Nature & Science. 
Suggestions and comments are welcome at 
jwhagadorn@dmns.org.

Crews assess the recent damage to the road 
deck in Glenwood Canyon.
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Crews assess precipitously perched rocks above the road—the source of the recent rockfall 
in Glenwood Canyon. 
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Office@ShowcaseLandscaping.com   
Office@gtolandscaping.net • 303-289-6821

Serving Northeast Denver  
for over 20 years!

Decks, Patios, 
Concrete, Irrigation,
Pergolas, Gardens & Turf

Weekly Mowing, 
Aeration, Gardening, 

Fertilization & Maintenance
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Northfield	
   Stapleton	
  

In Business
for 19 Years HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Window Washing • Carpet Cleaning • Bonded
& Insured • Offices/Apts./Homes • Park Hill Resident • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690 or 303-719-2456
And NOW SELLING... 

The NEW Boston Street Gardens
in Wicker Park Neighborhood

Then... Central Park West Mews

First... there was Nantucket Close

Another great place to live
by Parkwood Homes

Come visit our model homes and follow us on Facebook for details!

By Courtney Drake-McDonough

Somehow, they just know. Merely seeing their pet carrier 
come out, animals seem to know they are probably go-
ing to “that place.” The unfamiliar sounds, smells, sights 

and all those other animals at the vet really gets their dander 
up. By the time the pets see the doctor, their stress levels are 
through the roof. 

Veterinarian Danielle Rope, who has been in practice 
10 years, witnessed this scenario repeatedly and was often 
asked if she would make house calls when she worked in a 
large specialty hospital in California after earning her degree 
from the University of California, Davis School of Veterinary 
Medicine.

When Rope moved to Denver two and a half years ago, 
she worked for a mobile practice that specializes in end-of-life 
care. The Park Hill resident saw how much better the situa-
tion was when pets and their owners could remain at home. 
In January, Rope opened Whole Pet Wellness Veterinary 
Services, providing basic veterinary in-home services to cats 
and dogs. 

The focus for Whole Pet Wellness is on preventative care 
and maintenance of chronic illnesses, providing education to 
pet owners for keeping dogs and cats healthy. “People will not 
take their pet to the vet because of the time and stress it takes, 

so they don’t end 
up getting them 
the preventative 
care they need,” 
says Rope. “This 
makes it more 
accessible for 
people.”

Rope, and the 
technician who 
accompanies 
her, cannot do 
surgery, x-rays 
or treatment for 
serious emer-
gencies. In those 
cases, she sends 
people to area 
specialty and emergency hospitals. 

Fees for in-home services are comparable to area veterinarians, 
says Rope, with the addition of a $35–$40 travel fee—but she 
believes it saves time and decreases stress. For people with multiple 
pets, Rope believes in-home services can be especially helpful. 
“Owners have to make multiple trips or go through the chaos 

of taking them all at once.” She says when she arrives at their 
home, “it’s a big relief.”

With in-home visits, “Things are calmer, the pets are happy 
in their own place, and there’s a more personal interaction with 
the pet owners as well,” says Rope. 

Pet owners can visit wholepetwellness.com to sign up for a 
free, 10-minute phone consultation.

In her business Whole Pet Wellness, owner Danielle Rope, accompanied by her dog Troy, brings 
her mobile vet services to clients’ homes.

Avoid Trips to Vet, 
Call Mobile Service

Sunday Worship: 8 a.m. | 10:30 a.m.
5000 E Alameda Ave  |  Denver CO 80246  |  303-388-4678  |  www.augustanadenver.org

We are an Easter people in a Good Friday world.
–Erma Wolf

Come and be Easter people with us anytime!
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I’m your Stapleton neighbor with 10 years of experience, and I can provide home 
financing options to help you achieve your high-end real estate dreams.

Jenny Sanghavi
Private Mortgage Banker
Office: 303-863-6963 
jenny.sanghavi@wellsfargo.com
NMLSR ID 427420

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2011 Wells Fargo 
Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. NMLSR ID 399801. AS1382680 Expires 11/2016

Private Mortgage Banking

Focused knowledge and insightful service from the 
Denver skyline to the majestic Rocky Mountains

Trim Size
5 x 3.2

Professionals
720-934-5474720-934-5474

jim@iDenverHomes.comjim@iDenverHomes.com

 Jim DeCesaro
Stapleton Neighbor 
and Realtor®

iDenverHomes.com
720-934-5474
Independently Owned Franshise

 List with me 
and receive 

a FREE 
Professional 

Staging 
Consultation

9271 E. 5th Ave • Lowry 
2652 fi n sq ft. 3 bed + loft/3.5 bath, 

fi nished basement with bedroom or rec 
room, 2-car attached garage, granite 

countertops, hardwoods in kitchen and 
entry, stainless steel appliances.

Multiple offers, Under Contract 
in less than 7 days and 
closed above asking!

SOLD

Each month, the Indie Prof reviews a 
current film in the theater and a second 
film available at Redbox or VOD. This 

month the second review is of a TV series 
available on VOD. Follow “Indie Prof” on 
Facebook for updates about film events and 
more reviews.

Remember (2015)
Once upon a time, Atom Egoyan was 

the next big director. His early films Exotica 
(1994) and The Sweet Hereafter (1997) had a 
poetry and lyricism that reminded many of the 
great European art-house directors of the ’50s 
and ’60s. He seemed destined to be a direct-
ing star. Destiny did not smile on Egoyan, 
however, and he ended up floundering for the 
past few decades with films that did not seem 
to meet the potential of his two early films. 

What better way to get back in the game 
than pair with brilliant and legendary actors 

Christopher Plummer and Martin Landau? 
Working with a script from first-time writer 
Benjamin Austin, Plummer and Landau play 
two Auschwitz survivors living out their 90s 
in an American nursing home. Plummer’s 
Zev Guttman has worsening dementia but 
still agrees to a plan hatched by Landau’s Max 
Rosenbaum to find the German SS officer who 
worked at the camp and then emigrated to the 
U.S. under one of his victim’s names. Rosen-
baum gives Guttman a list of everyone in the 
U.S. with that name, and Guttman proceeds 
to crisscross the country in an effort to find the 
man. What follows is not just inspiring acting 
but also an in-depth character study of everyone 
Guttman meets. Plummer’s performance is par-
ticularly good as he struggles through his disease 
but is still fueled by the bitter taste of revenge 
just ahead of him. 

Henry Czerny plays Rosenbaum’s son, 
chasing his father around the country as his 

father tries to find the SS 
officer. The study of an 
elderly man stricken with 
dementia will hit home to 
anyone who has dealt with 
such a situation. It is not 
easy, and the film does not 
make it so. Every one of 
the secondary characters are 
well drawn, and Czerny’s 
character particularly so. 
Another great performance 
comes from Breaking Bad’s 
Dean Norris in a tense and 
well-plotted sequence that 
builds in tension and hits all 
the right notes. The subtext 
of the entire film is particu-
larly melancholic: as the last 
of the Holocaust survivors die off, we still need 
to hold onto their memories and stories. 

What the film lacks in technical achieve-
ment, it makes up for in story and acting. Shot 
on a very small budget, the film gets the most 
out of what it does have. And it makes one 
wonder where Egoyan has been all these years 
and where that wonderful early promise went. 
Here’s hoping that Remember is his springboard 
to more great films and the fulfillment of that 
promise. 

Opened March 25 at the Sie Film Center, 
and available on demand soon. You will like this 
film if you liked Still Alice, The Pianist, and/or 
Ida. 

Rectify
Close-ups that linger. Long shots of a char-

acter studying the landscape that hold for long 
takes. Strange metaphysical occurrences and 
intermittent spirituality. Round characters with 
interesting, and conflicting, depth. 

Sounds like a Bergman, Fellini, or Antonioni 
film, but these are all aspects of the latest TV 
series from the Sundance channel, Rectify. This 
show is another step forward in the “Slow TV” 
movement that draws a line from The Sopranos 
to Mad Men to Breaking Bad to the stellar crop 
of current entrants. These shows have come a 
long way in a short time and Rectify carries the 
art-house aspects even further. It is one of the 
best new series to grace the small screen since 
some of the aforementioned early trailblazers. 

The show stars Aden Young as Daniel 

Holden, a man recently released from prison 
after being on death row for 20 years. DNA 
evidence helped release him, but many in the 
town—including the former prosecutor and 
the current sheriff—have their doubts about 
his innocence. If Young is the pulse of the film 
(alternately slow and thoughtful and then wild 
and unpredictable), then Abigail Spencer as 
his sister Amantha is the heartbeat of the show 
(alternately loving and sweet and then just as 
quickly, a “box of firecrackers” as one character 
describes her). The secondary characters are all 
excellent, creating whole and real characters in 
very short order. 

The action takes place in fictional small 
town Georgia, and that small-town south plays 
a part in the action—many times in wonder-
fully unexpected ways. Characters surprise and 
uniquely interact as we find ourselves constant-
ly changing our alliances and identifications. 
The show can be as poetic as one of the many 
subtle sunrises and as brutal as a bar fight. 
Along the way, the show pulses with multiple 
underlying themes such as the politics of the 
criminal justice system, small-town dynamics, 
the role of religion in our lives, and of course, 
the family dynamic. Go for the binge. 

Seasons 1 & 2 are available on Netflix. Sea-
son 3 is coming soon, and Season 4 starts this 
fall on the Sundance Channel. You will like 
this show if you liked Top of the Lake, Breaking 
Bad, and/or Mad Men. 

Vincent Piturro, Ph.D., is an associate profes-
sor of Cinema Studies at MSU Denver.

Scene from Remember

Scene from Rectify
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LOCAL EVEN T  Listings

DENVER METRO EVENTS
Through 5/27—Museo de las Americas: Detention Nation. Exhibit challeng-
es viewers to contemplate consequences of broken immigration 
policies and looks at conditions immigration detainees face in 
detention facilities in the U.S. and around the world. 861 Santa 
Fe Drive. www.museo.org
Through 5/31—Automotive Memories: One Man’s Lifelong Collection. Forney 
Museum. Free with admission. 4303 Brighton Blvd. www.forney-
museum.org
4/1 Friday—First Friday Art Walks. Santa Fe Arts District, Tennyson 
Art Walk, River North (RiNo) Art District, Golden Triangle Mu-
seum, Navajo Street Art District. www.denver.org/things-to-do/
denver-arts-culture/denver-art-districts
4/1 Friday—April Fool’s Day at Chocolate Crisis Center. Having a choc-
olate crisis? Chocolate doctor, Dr. Angst has cure, zany antics, 
fun photos and free chocolate tasting. Visit the Center First Friday 
and make fool out of self/friends/loved-ones. Free. Free parking. 
https://chocolatecrisiscenter.com/events/chocolate-crisis-cen-
ter-april-first-friday
4/8 Friday—Rockies Home Opener. Coors Field. 2:10pm. Rockies vs. 
Padres. www.coloradorockies.mlb.com
4/9 Saturday—A First Class Affair Titanic Dinner. 7-course festive, 
decadent dinner modeled after first-class dining on Titanic. 16+. 
$120-$130/person. www.mollybrown.org
4/15 Friday—Sips and Sweets. Annual fundraising event for Commu-
nity Resources, Inc. (CRI) providing activities/programs for Den-
ver Public School (DPS) students and families using volunteers. 
Wine tasting and silent auction 7-9pm in First Bank Speer Branch, 
600 Broadway. $20/person. Entertainment and displays of 
CRI programs. Contact: Director Sue Edwards, 720.424.2300, 
Sue_Edwards@dpsk12.org, http://cri.dpsk12.org/sips-and-
sweets-event/
4/15 Friday—Collections and Library Behind the Scenes Tour History Colorado 
Center. 3rd Friday of month, 1pm. Free with admission; register 
at front desk. Limited to 12 people. See rarely seen storage and 

processing areas; view artifacts up close. www.historycoloradocen-
ter.org
4/15 to 4/16—Rodeo All Star Weekend. National Western Complex. 
www.rodeoallstar.com
4/16 Saturday—Denver Bacon and Beer Classic. Sports Authority Field. 
Sat. 1-4pm and 7-10pm. Games, contests, tastings, etc. Tickets: 
www.baconandbeerclassic.com
4/21 Thursday—Wings Wine Tour Presented by Quintessential Wines. Wings 
Over the Rockies Museum partners with Quintessential for rare 
opportunity to meet the winemaker families and taste their wines. 
Proceeds further mission to educate and inspire all people about 
aviation and space endeavors of past, present and future. www.
wingsmuseum.org/wine/
4/22 Friday—Earth Day Denver 2016. Union Station, Downtown Denver. 
10am-2pm. www.denverGov.org
4/23 Saturday—Scandal on the Titanic Tea. Molly Brown House. Sittings 
12:30pm and 2:30pm. Reservations required. www.mollybrown.
org
4/23 to 4/24—Denver Flea. Spring Flea, Exdo Event Center, 1399 
35th St. $5. Flea market fun: food, family activities, vintage and 
handcrafted items. www.denverflea.com
4/23 to 4/24—Denver Lantern Festival. Dacono, Colorado National 
Speedway. Gates open 3pm; live music, vendors, inflatables, 
kids’ activities, etc. Chinese lantern release after sundown. www.
thelanternfest.com
4/23 to 4/24—Doors Open Denver. Behind-the-scenes look at some 
of Denver’s iconic buildings. Free and fee-based tours available. 
2016 locations: www.doorsopendenvercom
4/29 Friday—Denver Art Museum Untitled Final Fridays. 6-10pm. Adult 
evening out final Friday each month at Denver Art Museum. www.
denverartmuseum.org
5/5 to 5/8—Blue Star Weekend. Wings partners with National Museum 
of World War II Aviation to present special event honoring veterans 
and their mothers. Learn about types of food offered to WWII front-
line soldiers. See inside WWII warbirds and classic cars. Enjoy 

brunch with your family. Honor veterans of past and present. Tour and/
or fly in EAA B-17G Flying Fortress Aluminum Overcast, one of few 
remaining airworthy B-17s from WWII. http://wingsmuseum.org/
blue-star-weekend/
5/6 Friday—First Friday Cinco de Mayo Celebration. 5-9pm. Museo de las 
Americas. www.museo.org
5/7 Saturday—Cinco de Mayo Festival. Civic Center Park. www.cincode-
mayodenver.com

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
3/1 to 4/29—Free Weekly Hosted Walks in Stapleton. Join Walk2Connect 
volunteer walking movement leaders for weekly group walks around 
Stapleton neighborhoods. Free; open to all. Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri. 
Times, meeting places, walk descriptions: http//walk2connect.com/
events. 
4/1 to 4/30—9News Health Fair. Various locations throughout April offers 
convenient and affordable health screenings. www.9healthfair.org
4/23 Saturday—Dress for Success Denver Power Walk 5K at Stapleton’s Central 
Park. Benefits women to achieve economic independence. 10am. 
Central Park (8801 MLK Jr. Blvd.). Online register ends 4/21. $25/
person, $5/dog. Register: www.crowdrise.com/DenverPowerWalk. 
Pre-event/on-site register: 9am. Prices increase day of. Sign up individ-
ually or as team, wear costumes/showy accessories to win prizes. Free 
food, giveaways, etc. Pink Life Saver bus on-site 9am-12pm for free 
mammograms (women aged 40+ with insurance card, ID and primary 
care provider name. Call 720.848.1030 for appointment. Donate 
work attire clothes, shoes, accessories at event. https://www.crow-
drise.com/DenverPowerWalk, https://dressforsuccess.com/denver
4/24 Sunday—2016 Cherry Creek Sneak. 10- and 5-mile runs, 5K and 1.5 
mile sprint; half-mile kids fun run ages 8 and under. Cherry Creek. 
www.cherrycreeksneak.com
4/29 to 4/30—Urban Wine and Chocolate Run. Dick’s Sporting Goods Park. 
Pre-race party Friday evening, 5-9pm. 5K or 1K Wine Run through 
Dick’s Sporting Goods Park and surrounding area. Post-race wine/
chocolate party. www.active.com
4/30 Saturday—Home Run for the Homeless 5K. Coors Field. LoDo. www.
myneighborhoodalliance.org
5/1 Sunday—4th Annual Race for Open Space. 5K and 10-mile course along 
Sand Creek Regional Greenway at Star K Ranch Aurora. Register 
now. We coach youth trail running program at Suncor Boys and Girls 
Club to introduce kids to outdoor fun and free participation in the 5K. 
Donations welcome with registration. Race proceeds go to Sand Creek 
Regional Greenway Partnership to improve/preserve/promote natural 
areas and youth outdoor engagement in NE metro area. Race volun-
teers needed. http://raceforopenspace.org
5/7 Saturday—Denver Dumb Friends Furry Scurry. Wash Park. Register: www.
furryscurry.org
5/8 Sunday—Mother’s Day 5K. City Park. 9am. $30/person; $90/family. 
www.mothersday5k.com

KIDS AND FAMILIES
Through 4/2—Jack and the Beanstalk. Performances Saturdays 10am. Vin-
tage Theatre, 1468 Dayton St, Aurora Cultural Arts District. Tickets $7 
www.vintagetheatre.org
Through 5/1—Denver Puppet Theater. Little Red Riding Hood. www.denver-
puppettheater.com
4/1 to 4/29—Story Time in the Exploration Station. Fridays in April, 
10:30am. All ages. Museum closed Fri. 4/15. Wings Over the Rock-
ies Museum, Lowry. www.wingsmuseum.org
4/2 Saturday—Home Depot Kids Workshop. 9am-12pm. FREE how-to clinics 
first Sat. monthly, ages 5-12. Get Home Depot apron, wooden project 
and project pin. Metro-area Home Depot stores. www.homedepot.com
4/3 Sunday—Boulder Tulip Fairy and Elf Festival. 1-5pm. Pearl Street Mall, 
Boulder. Live performances, face painting, free kids’ activities, Tulip 
Fairy Parade 3:30pm, Dress as fairy or elf. www.downtownboulder.
com
4/5 to 4/26—Tuesdays in April Four Mile Historic Park Small Settlers. Ages 2-5 
accompanied by parent or caregiver. 9-10am. $5/child, adults free, 
members free. 715 S. Forest St. Advance register: 720.865.0814 or 
education@fourmilepark.org. www.fourmilepark.org
4/6 Wednesday—Preschool Story Time. 9:30am, ages 2-5 with caregiver. 
History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway. www.historycoloradocen-
ter.org
4/7 to 4/28—Star K Kids. Thursdays, 9:30 and 11am; kids 5 and under. 
Morrison Nature Center, 16002 E. Smith Rd., Aurora. www.aurora-
gov.org/nature
4/8 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park Hay Bales and Tall Tales. 12-1pm. Free with 
admission. 715 S. Forest St. www.fourmilepark.org
4/8 to 4/22—Lowe’s Build and Grow Workshops. Bring kids to Lowe’s stores 
to build FREE wood project: Monthly, 2nd and 4th Saturdays. Free 
apron, goggles, project-themed patch, merit certificate on completion. 
10am. www.lowesbuildandgrow.com
4/9 Saturday—Cockpit Demo Day. Wings Over the Rockies Museum, Lowry. 

Love Your Smile!

IV Sedation | Wisdom Tooth Removal | Implants | Dentures | Invisalign

$99
Exam, X-rays & Cleaning

OR

Whitening for Life

Dr. Kate Steele • Steele Dentistry
 3545 Quebec St, Ste 110
Denver, CO 80238 (Behind Sonic)
720-897-7295 • steeledental.com

FREE Haircut with color service or

50% Off Haircut (new clients only)

Love is in the air. Show your hair you care ❤ 

www.foundation-hairstudio.com • 2021 E Colfax Ave • 720-542-9511

Homes that do more.
Westminster  |  Stapleton  |  Lowry

Lone Tree  |  Castle Rock
ThriveHomeBuilders.com

You’re making 
responsible choices 

every day:

Come see what your 
healthier, energy effi cient 

new home looks like.

Your builder should 
care about the 
same things you do.

You’re making 
responsible choices 

every day:

Come see what your 
healthier, energy effi cient 

new home looks like.

Your builder should 
care about the 
same things you do.
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LOCAL EVEN T  Listings

To view more events  
or to submit your own, 
visit FrontPorchStapleton.com > Events

www.wingsmuseum.org
4/10 Sunday—Aerobotics at the Hangar. Wings Over the 
Rockies Museum, Lowry. www.wingsmuseum.org
4/10 Sunday—Junior Rangers. Ages 6-12. 1:30-3pm. 
Learn about plants and animals of Star K Ranch. RSVP 
required, 303.326.8650. www.aurora.gov/nature
4/13 Wednesday—2nd Wednesday Create Playdates at Denver 
Art Museum. Kids 3-5, 10am. Art, story times, scaven-
ger hunts. Included in museum adm.; 5 and under 
free. 100 W. 14th Ave. Pkwy. 720.865.5000. www.
denverartmuseum.org
4/19 Tuesday—Tiny Tots, Inside the Orchestra. 45-minute 
Colorado Symphony concerts for kids 6 and under 
who sit next to musicians and hear classical music 
they may recognize. Temple Emmanuel. 9:30 and 
10:45am. $9.95; children under 1 free. Tickets: 
www.insidetheorchestra.org
4/22 Friday—Denver Botanic Gardens Family Fun Night. 4th 
Friday each month explore nature at night in Morde-
cai Children’s Garden. Monthly themes, snacks by the 
campfire, other fun activities. www.botanicgardens.
org
4/22 Friday—Earth Day Celebration at the Children’s Museum. 
Earth Day activities included with admission. 2121 
Children’s Museum Drive. wwwmychildsmuseum.org
4/24 Sunday—Dia del Niño. History Colorado Center. 
Celebrate children from around the world with free 
admission, live performances and crafts throughout the 
day. www.historycoloradocenter.org
5/1 Sunday—Star Wars at the Hangar. Wings Over the 
Rockies Museum, Lowry. www.wingsmuseum.org

LECTURES AND CLASSES
4/5 and 4/12 Tuesdays—Active Minds (Free)–Yemen. 10:15-
11:15am. Jewish Community Center, 350 S Dahlia St. 
303.316.6359. www.ActiveMinds.com
4/14 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)–Chocolate. 6:45-
7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. www.
ActiveMinds.com 
4/26 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–NASA and Future of Space 
Exploration. 10:15-11:15am. Tattered Cover, 2526 E. 
Colfax. 303.322.7727. www.ActiveMinds.com
4/28 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)--The Age of the Vikings. 
6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 
www.ActiveMinds.com
5/3 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–NASA and the Future of 
Space Exploration. 10:15-11:15am. Jewish Community 
Center, 350 S Dahlia St. 303.316.6359. www.
ActiveMinds.com

MUSEUMS—DENVER MUSEUM OF NATURE & 
SCIENCE
Through 5/8—Chocolate: The Exhibition. Free with admis-
sion. www.dmns.org
Through 8/7—Robot Revolution. Special exhibit allows in-
teraction with robots rarely shown to public. Separate 
ticket required. www.dmns.org
4/21 Thursday—Science Lounge, Domestic Bliss. Adult eve-
ning with cocktails, science and entertainment. Third 
Thursdays, 6:30-9:30pm. $10/members; $12/non-
members. www.dmns.org
IMAX Current Films. Secret Ocean 3D; Living in the Age 
of Airplanes; Robots 3D. See website for times/chang-
ing films. www.dmns.org
Planetarium. Black Holes: The Other Side of Infinity; Cos-
mic Journey: A Solar System Adventure; Destination 
Solar System; Dream to Discovery; One World One 
Sky: Big Bird’s Adventure; We Are Aliens. See website 
for times/changing shows. www.dmns.org

MUSEUMS—FREE DAYS
4/2 Saturday—Denver Art Museum Free Day. SCFD Free 
day. www.denverartmuseum.org
4/5 Tuesday—Children’s Museum Free Target Tuesday. 4-8pm. 
www.cmdenver.org
4/5 Tuesday—Denver Botanic Gardens Free Day. SCFD Free 
day. www.botanicgardens.org

4/8 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park Free Day. SCFD 
Free second Friday, 12pm-4pm. www.four-
milepark.org
4/10 Sunday—Denver Museum of Nature & Science Free 
Day. SCFD Free day (Earth Day). www.dmns.org
4/14 Thursday—Aurora History Museum Free Day. SCFD 
Free day. Repeats 4/20. www.auroragov.org
4/23 Saturday—Denver Museum of Nature & Science Free 
Day. SCFD Free day. (Dia del Niño). www.dmns.
org
4/29 Friday—Clyfford Still Museum. SCFD Free day. 
Free admission last Friday every month all day. 
Free admission every Friday 5-8pm. 1250 Ban-
nock St. www.clyffordstillmuseum.org
5/3 Tuesday—Children’s Museum Free Target Tuesday. 
4-8pm. www.cmdenver.org

NORTHEAST DENVER/AURORA EVENTS
Through 4/21—imPressed: Printmaking Exhibit. Art 
Gym, 1460 Leyden. Explores variety of printmak-
ing styles from artists around the country. www.
artgymdenver.com
Through 4/24—Exhibit: Landscapes in Miniature. Cake 
Crumbs Cafe, 2216 Kearney St. katyacharles@
yahoo.com
4/2 Saturday—Neighborhood Partners Environmental 
Team (NPET) Volunteers on Sand Creek Regional Greenway. 
Volunteer for Sand Creek Regional Greenway 
at Smith Rd. Trailhead. Help save trees from 
beavers and remove graffiti and pick up trash. 
Starbucks Coffee and breakfast treats! Smith 
Road Trailhead (10000 Smith Rd.). 9-11am. 
Sign up: kkramer@sandcreekgreenway.org, 
http://sandcreekgreenway.org/our-greenway/
directions-parking/. 
4/4 Monday—League of Women Voters Presents A Dis-
cussion on Climate Change. Fellowship Hall, Montview 
Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia St. 5:30pm. 
www.lwvdenver.org
4/5 Tuesday—Meditation. 7p.m. Unity on the Ave-
nue, 4670 E. 17th Ave. Pkwy. 303.322.3901 
http://unityontheavenue.org
4/6 Wednesday—Opening Your Heart Workshop. 6:30-
8:30pm. Love offering. Unity on the Avenue, 
4670 E. 17th Ave. Pkwy. 303.322.3901. 
http://unityontheavenue.org
4/8 Friday—League of Women Voters Presents Colora-
docare or Amendment 69. McCollum Rm., Montview 
Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia St. 5:30pm 
coffee/networking; 6pm presentation. www.
lwvdenver.org
4/13 Wednesday—Gong Bath. Bring yoga mat or 
blanket to lie on. $20 suggested love offering. 
Unity on the Avenue, 4670 E. 17th Ave. Pkwy. 
303.322.3901. http://unityontheavenue.org
4/24 Sunday—Purim in the Stadium. Jewish Life 
Center presents Purim in Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Park. Stadium-themed buffet dinner, Colorado 
Rapids Street Team Pre-Game Soccer Fest, 
raffle, multimedia Megillah reading with football 
player, sports crafts/activities. Entire Jewish 
community invited, regardless of affiliation/
background. Costume prizes. $15/adult; $10/
child; $50 family. RSVP: www.JewishStapleton.
com, 720.515.4337, info@JewishStapleton.com. 
http://jewishstapleton.com
4/30 Saturday—Family Fun Year-Round Lake Ground-
breaking Event. 10am-1pm. Lake rebuilding and 

construction tours, kids’ games, races, s’mores, 
equipment exploring, photos, bird tours, etc. $3/
person; no pre-registering, just show up. Bluff 
Lake Nature Center, 3400 Havana Way. jlamon-
tagne@blufflake.org www.blufflake.org
4/30 Saturday—Swigert Touch A Truck. Kids can climb 
on and explore dozens of trucks/vehicles during 
fun family event to support Swigert International 
School. 10am-1pm. Sam’s Club Parking Lot, 
Quebec Square, Tickets: www.swigertpta.com, 
touchatruck.swigertpta.com
5/7 Saturday—Denver Recycles Mulch Giveaway and 
Compost Sale. Havana Nursery, 10450 Smith Rd. 
Loader service and dig your own; compost only 
at this site. Fred Thomas Park, Quebec and 26th, 
dig your own mulch at this site. 720.913.1311 
www.denverGov.org/DenverRecycles
5/7 Saturday—Denver’s Daddy Daughter Dance. A 
formal/semiformal ball for dads and daughters 
to celebrate father- and daughterhood. Park Hill 
Golf Club. 6-10pm, www.denverd3.org/

NORTHFIELD EVENTS
4/1 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. God’s 
Not Dead. www.harkinstheatres.com
4/8 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. The 
Boss. www.harkinstheatres.com
4/15 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. Barber-
shop: The Next Cut; The Jungle Book; Everybody 
Wants Some; Mexico’s Bravest Man; Midnight 
Special. www.harkinstheatres.com
4/22 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. The 
Huntsman: Winter’s War; The Rally-LA. www.
harkinstheatres.com
4/29 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release. Moth-
er’s Day. www.harkinstheatres.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE
4/2 to 4/30—Wildlife Viewing Tours. Saturdays (4/2, 
23 and 30) 9:30-11:30am and 1-3pm Sundays 
(4/10 and 24). Naturalist leads bus tour through 
refuge to view bald eagles, bison, coyotes, deer, 
raptors, etc. RSVP required. www.fws.gov/ref-
uge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
4/9 Saturday—9th Annual Fishing Frenzy. For youth 
anglers ages 3-15; educational booths, prizes by 
categories, poles available to use. Reservations 
required through Commerce City Parks and Rec: 
303.289.3789. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_
mountain_arsenal/
4/10 Sunday—Build-a-Bison. 1:30-2:30pm. Assem-
ble a bison skeleton from head to tail. www.fws.
gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
4/16 Saturday—2016 Fishing Season Opens. Catch and 

release fishing allowed at Lake Mary and Lake 
Ladora on Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays 
sunrise to sunset. Wading allowed in Lake Ladora 
after Memorial Day. $3 refuge daily permit and 
Colorado State license for anglers 16 and older 
required. Artificial bait and barbless hooks only. 
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
4/16 Saturday—Noxious Weed Knock-Out. 9:30-
11:30am. Help Refuge staff remove noxious 
weeds; gloves and water provided. www.fws.
gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
4/16 Saturday—The Masked Bandit. 10-10:45am. 
Naturalist leads program featuring the black-foot-
ed ferret exhibit. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_
mountain_arsenal/
4/30 Saturday—Hike-N-Bird. 9-11am. Novice to 
expert birders, explore woodland, wetland and 
prairie habitats. Must be comfortable hiking up to 
3 miles. RSVP required.

THEATRE
Through 4/2—Tigers Be Still. Avenue Theater, 417 E. 
17th Ave. www.avenuetheater.com
Through 4/8—Junie B. Jones, The Musical. Arvada 
Center, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada. www.
arvadacenter.org
Through 4/9—Newsies. Buell Theater, Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.org 
Through 4/10—Black Elk Speaks. Aurora Fox Arts 
Center, 9900 E. Colfax Ave. www.aurorafox-
artscenter.org
Through 4/17—Rabbit Hole. Vintage Theatre, 1468 
Dayton St. Aurora Cultural Arts District. www.
vintagetheatre.org
Through 4/17—The Mountaintop. Arvada Center, 
6901 Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada. www.arvada-
center.org
Through 4/24—Dixie’s Never Wear a Tube Top. Garner 
Galleria Theater, Denver Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. www.denvercenter.org
4/2 to 4/30—Steel Magnolias. Presented by Spot-
light Theatre at John Hand Theater, Lowry. Tickets 
$17-$22. www.thisisspotlight.com
4/8 to 5/15—Sweeney Todd. Stage Theater, Denver 
Center for the Performing Arts. www.denvercen-
ter.org
4/21 to 5/21—November. Avenue Theatre, 417 E. 
17th Ave. www.avenuetheater.com
4/22 to 5/15—Catch Me If You Can. Aurora Fox Arts 
Center, 9900 E. Colfax Ave. www.aurorafox-
artscenter.org
4/26 to 5/15—Death Takes a Holiday. Arvada Center, 
6901 Wadsworth Blvd., Arvada. www.arvada-
center.org

  Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson  
303.886.6606  |  www.wolfe-epperson.com

Selling Stapleton since take-off! 

Spring into Stapleton
The Wolfe & Epperson Team

2647 Xanthia Ct
Stapleton

$660,000
5 Beds & 3.5 Baths*3,900+ 
Sq Ft with custom finished 
bsmt overlooking east west 
greenway

2820 Clinton St
Stapleton
NEW LISTING
$1,195,000
Spectacular Urban Estate home in Stapleton 
with 3,694 above ground sq ft + custom 
finished basement. 
Features include:
• 5 Bedrooms (4 Upper Level) & 4.5 Baths- 2 

Flex Study/Loft Areas w/ Views
• Mountain & City Views, Unmatched in 

Denver
• Open Floor Plan w/ West Facing Office & 

Formal Dining, Great Room & Gourmet 
Chef’s Kitchen Perfect  for Entertaining

• Custom Basement w/Home Theater, 
Fireplace, Wet Bar & Guest Suite w/ Bunks

• 3 Car Tandem Garage, Spacious Covered 
Porches & 8,400 Sq Ft Lot

2676 Tamarac St
Stapleton

UNDER CONTRACT
MULTIPLE OFFERS

8175 E 28th Ave
Stapleton

UNDER CONTRACT
MULTIPLE OFFERS

Buy Today & Take Advantage of Historic Low Interest Rates!
WE look forward to helping you with your real estate needs in 2016. 

8905 E 28th Ave
Stapleton

SOLD

The Nation’s Largest Hero Savings Program
Is Now Available in Your Area!

Save thousands when buying, selling or refi nancing! 
303.596.9803 | www.ColoradoHomesForHeroes.com
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We’re moving  
to Northfield!  

Our modern, welcoming 
office is the perfect place to 

perfect your smile.  
Consults are FREE!

BRIAN TROMMETER, DDS, MSD
Orthodontic Specialist

....................................................
8354 Northfield Blvd, Suite 2730

Denver, CO 80238
www.trommeterortho.com 

720.420.4320

Stapleton Update
Eastbridge Update

Construction on the Eastbridge Town 
Center is underway. Evergreen developer Tyler 
Carlson says retail tenants will have access to 
their space in September and he thinks some 
will be ready to open when King Soopers 
opens in November. Some of the businesses 
won’t open until December or January.

Evergreen has also purchased a .86 acre 
lot north of MLK (across from the town cen-
ter) where they want to build a single story 
8500 square foot building with three tenants. 
The current zoning allows similar uses as 
the town center, but for some unexplainable 
reason it has waivers that would prohibit a 
financial or medical/dental use. Evergreen 
has applied for rezoning that would allow 
those uses, and has interested tenants for 
those uses. They are working with neighbors 
and the city on vehicle access to the property. 
The entire empty lot is 2.5 acres. Evergreen 
has told Forest City they are interested in 
developing the rest of the lot in addition to 
the .86 acres they have already purchased.

New Assisted Living/Memory Care
Balfour Senior Living and Northstar 

Commercial Partners have announced plans 
to jointly develop a 63,000-square-foot 
community on a 1.5-acre site located at 
2979 Uinta Street in the Stapleton neighbor-
hood (SW corner of MLK and Uinta St.). It 
will comprise 58 assisted living units and 16 
memory care units. The project is slated to 
open for occupancy the first half of 2017.

The parcel was acquired last September 
from Forest City for $1.565 million. The 
use has been anticipated for some time. Its 
neighbors include two age-qualified residen-
tial projects, the 108-unit Greenways at Sta-
pleton, and the 150-unit Grove at Stapleton 
(nearing completion). Amenities will include 
a salon, farm-to-table dining, chauffeured 
transportation and a fitness center.

Thrive to Build 165 Affordable Rowhomes
Thrive Home Builders will construct 165 

affordable rowhomes along Central Park 
Blvd. north of I-70. These homes will offer 
two and three-bedroom floorplans ranging 
between 1,213 and 1,330 square feet and 
have a starting price point of $172,900. 
The homes will include Thrive’s trademark 
double 2x4 walls and the potential for solar 
panels and zero energy ready features. The 
homes will alternate between three- and 
fourplexes, which will have different designs 
to create variety. For more information email 
pvega@thrivehomebuilders or visit www.
newtownbuilders.com/find-your-new-home/
elements-rowhomes-at-stapleton

March CAB Meeting Updates
26th Avenue Cycle Track Shelved

A two-way cycle track was proposed on the 
south side of 26th Ave. to safely accommodate 
higher levels of bicycle traffic from the Aurora 
development and extension of Stapleton to 
Peoria Street (see frontporchstapleton.com/
article/cycletrack-on-26th/). Despite strong 
community support, Citizens Advisory Board 
(CAB) Co-chair David Netz acknowledged it 
will not proceed. Tom Gleason of Forest City 
and Bar Chadwick, city of Denver, both said 
their organizations do not support the cycle 
track idea. Forest City will proceed to widen 
26th Ave. in conjunction with its development 
of a park and 322 dwelling units in Aurora 
according to the original plan that includes 
bike lanes. (See August Front Porch article at 
frontporchstapleton.com/article/forest-city-
submits-plans-aurora-park/.)

Cash Flow Projections for Stapleton 
Infrastructure

Staff from Denver Urban Renewal Authority 
(DURA) and Denver Department of Finance 
provided an update on “Stapleton cash flow 
projections.” These projections determine what 
projects will be funded (such as additional lanes 
on the Central Park Blvd. bridge) and they 
drive the timing for construction. After fully 
repaying all developer advances, 2013 was the 
first year that Stapleton tax increment financing 
(TIF) generated revenues in excess of existing 
debt obligations. By the year 2025, those excess 
revenues are projected to total $96.3 million. 
However, $63.5 million of that won’t be 
available until 2022-2025 (the last four years of 
the TIF) with the release of the bond reserves. 
Between now and the end of 2021, the excess 
revenues will average just more than $4 million 
per year.

City staff said that with only nine years 
remaining on the TIF and the amount of out-
standing obligations, traditional bond financing 
is probably no longer an option. The two sce-
narios discussed were: 1. Forest City advances 
funds to be repaid with TIF, and, 2. DURA 
cash-funds projects with the net cash flows 
available at the end of each year. CAB co-chair 
David Netz stated remaining capital projects 
include the CPB bridge widening, Havana 
Street bridge over Sand Creek, Smith Road and 
development in Section 10.  CAB requested a 
follow-up report to clearly identify what is and 
what is not funded at this point. Bar Chad-
wick, Denver’s Special Projects Manager in the 
Department of Finance, said PCMD consul-
tants have begun the permitting process for the 
Central Park bridge final build-out, a process 
that will take a year or more in working with 
stakeholders such as the Colorado Department 
of Transportation, RTD and the Union Pacific 

Railroad. 

NW Aurora Buzzing with Activity
New school in Aurora? CAB member 

Nadine Caldwell said Aurora Public Schools is 
in the early stages of evaluating a possible Au-
rora Public Schools (APS) high school campus 
on the north side of 25th Ave. between Fulton 
and Iola streets. Caldwell said Superintendent 
Rico Munn mentioned this at a March 10 
meeting of the Northwest Aurora Neighbor-
hood Organization (NANO). When contacted 
to elaborate, the APS superintendent’s office 
declined further comment. In this corridor, 
APS owns the K-5 Fletcher Community School 
site as well as a parcel located at the north-
east corner of Fulton St. and 25th Ave. This 
block abuts the portion of Stapleton located 
in Aurora south of 26th Ave. where a 322-unit 
residential neighborhood is just beginning to be 
developed.

The Heights at Westerly Creek: A Littleton de-
veloper has applied for a rezoning of 16 lots in 
Aurora immediately southeast of the Stanley to 
permit development of a seven-story mixed-use 
building (retail and up to 115 dwelling units). 
Current uses are a body shop and an appliance 
storage yard. The L-shaped parcel lies between 
Dallas and Dayton streets just south of 25th 
Ave. The requested SIR zoning (sustainable 
infill and redevelopment) would allow a mix of 
uses not permitted under the existing industrial 
zoning. The request goes to the Aurora Plan-
ning Commission on April 27.

Century Square: A development group is pur-
suing the rezoning of a nine-acre parcel it owns 
at the southwest corner of Colfax and Havana 
in Aurora, site of a Wal-Mart Neighborhood 
Market, several small retail stores and a hand-
ful of residences. SIR zoning would replace 
business and residential zoning with allowed 
mixed-use buildings (retail/ office first floor, 
residential above). City staff has recommended 
approval. The item is scheduled for Planning 
Commission and City Council hearings over 
the two months.

Starting April 2—Community Cleanups 
with Environmental Team 

9am-noon the first Saturday of every month, 
the Neighborhood Partners Environmental Team 
meets to pick up trash in the water ways at Bluff 
Lake Nature Center and adjacent open space. 
NPET encourages the public to join. Volunteers 
of all ages and skill levels are welcome. Contact 
Bluff Lake Nature Center Site Manager Chris 
Story at 303.945.6717 to confirm time, date and 
location.

April 9—CFU Un-Job Fair
From 8:30am-4:40pm on Saturday, April 

9, Colorado Free University in Lowry will host 
its annual Un-Job Fair for people running, or 
considering launching, their own business or 
nonprofit. National speakers who specialize 
in self-employment will present. The day will 
include breakout sessions and activities. CFU is 
located at 7653 E. 1st Pl. For more information, 
visit www.freeu.com. 

April 14— Stapleton’s First  
Kindergarten Class Reunion

Stapleton’s first kindergarten class is gradu-
ating from high school this year. Students and 
families of Stapleton’s first kindergarten class at 
Westerly Creek Elementary are invited to a re-
union to reminisce and celebrate! Thursday, April 
14 from 6-8pm at Westerly Creek Elementary 
RSVP via Evite at http://evite.me/1sD7c5Yqnr 
Questions? Please contact Melissa Darzins at 
mdarzins@comcast.net

April 16—The Park People’s  
Earth Day Tree Sale

The Park People organization will celebrate 
Earth Day this year by offering homeowners 
affordable trees to plant on their property. Since 

the discovery of Emerald Ash Borer, the invasive 
species that attacks ash trees, in 2012 in Boulder, 
The Park People have been proactively planting 
trees to lessen the impact if the species makes 
it to Denver. Trees will be on sale 9am to noon 
on Saturday, April at the City Park Greenhouse 
(2500 E. 23rd Ave.) and Sloan’s Lake Park (5055 
W. 17th Ave.). Visit www.theparkpeople.org, or 
call 303-722-6262 for more information.

April 23—5K Power Walk for Dress 
for Success

The Power Walk for Dress for Success is 
dedicated to empowering women to achieve eco-
nomic independence. The event will take place 
at 10am on Saturday, April 23 at Central Park 
(8801 MLK. Blvd.). Online registration closes 
at midnight on Thursday, April 21. For more 
information or to register, visit crowdrise.com/
DenverPowerWalk

April 24—Doors Open Denver at  
Stanley Marketplace

Doors Open Denver is an annual event 
that allows residents and visitors to go on free, 
self-guided tours of Denver’s unique architecture, 
including high-profile and historic buildings. 
Stanley Marketplace will offer two Insider Tours 
as part of Doors Open Denver at 1pm and 
2:30pm on Sunday, April 24. For tickets, visit 
doorsopendenver.com > Sites + Tours. 

April 30 & May 1—Art Show & Sale
Longtime Park Hill resident Helen Wolcott 

hosts an annual spring art show out of her home, 
2309 Clermont. This year’s event will take place 
10am-6pm on Saturday, April 30 and Sunday, 
May 1. Enjoy a free glass of sangria. The show 
will include jewelry, silk, photography, wood, 
stained and fused glass, fabric, paper art, pottery, 
weavings, quilted creations.

Don’t Miss These Events

Interested in Losing Weight & Getting in Shape?
Volunteers needed for a research study that plans to examine the effects of exercise or  

diet on food intake, appetite regulation, and brain responses to food.

You may qualify for this study if you:
Are 21-55 years old • Have a BMI of 27-35

If interested or have questions, please contact: Allison Hild via email Allison.hild@ucdenver.edu
COMIRB#: 13-3252, PI: Kristina Legget, Ph.D
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Small   Personable   Perfect
Robin Larabee, MD | Sarah Humphreys, MD
Molly Gilpin, PA-C | Stacy Parmenter, PA-C

Compassionate, state-of-the-art 
healthcare for your children

4500 E 9th Ave, Ste 740, 80220  •  720-941-1778  •  www.SapphirePediatrics.com

Stapleton Update By John Fernandez

Stapleton infrastructure is being built with revenue from 
two primary sources: tax increment financing (TIF) and a 
special assessment from the Westerly Creek Metropolitan 
District (WCMD). 

The TIF does not add to Stapleton tax bills. Under a 
25-year agreement among Denver’s taxing entities, property 
and sales taxes from Stapleton go to Denver Urban Renewal 
Authority (DURA), which manages the bonds and funding 
for Stapleton’s regional infrastructure. Based on a formula in 
the TIF agreement, DURA also sends a portion of the TIF 
revenue back to the city for city services in Stapleton. 

What is WCMD?
Westerly Creek Metropolitan District (WCMD), however, 

collects a special assessment over and beyond the usual taxes 
paid by Denver residents who do not live in a special district. 
The WCMD tax appears on Stapleton property tax bills. The 
mill levy for 2016 is 56.619. This tax funds the construc-
tion of Stapleton’s local infrastructure such as neighborhood 
streets, pocket parks and pools.

In 2016, the WCMD mill levy is projected to generate 
$24.6 million. That revenue is then passed on to the Park 
Creek Metro District (PCMD) whose role is to get the infra-
structure designed and built. PCMD uses funds from TIF and 
WCMD to pay for construction.

What are the Powers of the WCMD Board?
The WCMD board is composed of five elected members 

who must be either a resident or property owner in Stapleton. 
By contrast, the PCMD board is comprised of representatives 
of the developer (Forest City) and the Stapleton Development 
Corporation.  Powers of the WCMD board are limited, as 
described in the Service Plan that governs the district since its 
creation in 2000. The District is required by intergovernmen-
tal agreement to pass on all its revenue to PCMD, which ulti-
mately makes the decisions on construction of infrastructure.

Although the board positions have limited authority, they 
do offer residents the opportunity to watch over the revenue 
and expenses as they participate in the process of turning over 
the tax revenue to PCMD. The WCMD board also votes to 
legally bring in the new Stapleton property that is added to 
the District’s tax base as Forest City purchases property.

According to the Service Plan, the Westerly Creek Metro 
District is authorized to incur obligations for infrastructure 
such as streets, water, drainage, sanitary and parks. The Service 
Plan also sets the maximum mill levy the Board can collect. 

When will the WCMD tax end?  
There is no sunset date for the WCMD tax. 
According to Paul Cockrel, who provides legal counsel for 

WCMD and PCMD, the latest maturity date for outstanding 
District bond debt is December 1, 2045. The latest maturity 
dates for outstanding District obligations to Forest City or 
related parties is in 2056, but outstanding obligations to Forest 
City may, depending on continued growth in the District’s tax 
base, be prepaid or refunded by issuance of new District bonds 
with shorter maturities. The costs of completion of all public 
infrastructure required for full development of Stapleton can-
not be definitively determined at this time, so financial forecasts 
for repayment of future District debt are not available.

The WCMD tax is expected to continue at a lower level 
after infrastructure debt is paid off to maintain land owned in 
perpetuity by PCMD. 

______________
For a detailed explanation of where your property taxes 

go, charts that show TIF and WCMD revenue projections 
and forecasts, and descriptions of the entities that are cre-
ating Stapleton, visit Front Porch Stapleton.com > News > 
Stapleton Articles

Three of five seats on the WCMD board are 
up for election on Tuesday, May 3. Stapleton 
residents can cast their vote between 7am and 
7pm at 7350 E 29th Ave, Room 200. 
To vote, you must be registered to vote in Colorado and 
either a resident, property owner (natural persons only), 
or the spouse or civil union partner of a property owner. 
Absentee ballots can be obtained from the “designated 
election official,” Micki Wadhams. (303-218-7206,  
mwadhams@CCCfirm.com) Park in the lot behind the 
Berkshire, enter from the back of the building, and take the 
elevator or stairs to the second floor. The five candidate 
statements are printed on page 33.

Cast your vote!
Westerly Creek Metropolitan  
District Board Election May 3
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SUN Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meeting) and 7:30pm (Board meeting) at the Central Park Recreation Center, 9651 
MLK Jr. Blvd.  For information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 

News at Stapleton United Neighbors

WE TREAT EVERY NEW HIP  
LIKE THE BREAKTHROUGH IT IS.

We’ve earned more than our fair share of 
recognition over the years. Truven Health 
Analytics™ repeatedly lists us among their 
100 Top Hospitals.®  And we’ve earned The 
Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of Approval,® a 
recognized symbol of quality in healthcare. But 
let’s talk about the recognition that matters most: 
your family seeing you back and better than ever.

Let the breakthroughs continue.

IT’S HARD TO SAY GOODBYE, UNLESS IT’S TO A HIP THAT HURTS LIKE BLAZES.

Learn more: 
303-320-ROSE (7673)
RoseMed.com/OrthoSpineCenter

RO15003 Ortho Spine Center Ad-R1-6.85x4.75.indd   2 3/12/16   3:06 PM

Dr. Shelly Sandel
Veterinarian/Owner

Dr. Shelly Sandel, who practiced in the Stapleton area 
for many years, is excited to be back & providing home 
visits during construction of  our state-of-the-art facility. 

Watch for Our Grand Opening, Spring 2016.

Check us out at www.NorthfieldVetHospital.com  
or call 720-503-9559

Jen Weston
Manager/Co-owner

Peggy Schwoob  
Veterinary Technician

Contributions from: Nicholas Massey, SUN Sustainability Committee; 
Bryan Penny, SUN treasurer; Mark Mehringer, SUN president; and 
Amanda Allshouse, SUN secretary

SUN events in April: 
Monthly meetings: 3rd Tuesday, April 19. SUN Block Captains/

Outreach, 6:30–7:25pm; SUN board, 7:30–8:40pm. Central Park 
Rec Center Multipurpose Room. 

Blood drive: Bonfils Blood Mobile, Central Park Rec Center, 
April 30. To reserve a time, go to: www.bonfils.org/, click “Donate 
Blood,” “find a location” and enter site code 5463.

Celebrating opportunities for sustainability throughout the 
City of Denver in April

Two events the weekend of Earth Day and multiple ongoing op-
portunities via the Department of Environmental Health (DEH) are 
ways by which residents in Denver can celebrate and harness oppor-
tunities to live more sustainably, said Susan Renaud, DEH communi-
ty engagement administrator, who presented during the March SUN 
block captain/outreach meeting. Earth Day events center on the 
opening of the University of Colorado A Line: Downtown in Union 
Station on Friday, April 22 from 10am–2pm; and in Stapleton at the 

Central Park Station 10am–2pm Saturday, April 23 (where members 
of the SUN board will be staffing a table). Four ongoing opportuni-
ties include the Denver Energy Challenge, Certifiably Green Denver, 
Sustainable Neighborhood Network, and the Community Active 
Living Coalition: 

The Denver Energy Challenge is a program that helps Den-
ver residents reduce consumption of energy. A residential energy 
conservation program provides free energy advising—a free personal 
concierge service is provided by the city for improvements in home 
comfort and energy efficiency and lowering of energy bills. Some 
suggestions include switching to LED bulbs, improving insulation, 
recommending contractors, low interest loans (2.75%), and more; 
10,000 Denver residences have been enrolled. www.denverenergy.org 

Certifiably Green Denver is a green business program that 
provides free consulting to the commercial sector to reduce the 
consumption of resources and to lower overhead costs (energy/water/
resource management/transportation). The program has helped over 
1,700 Denver businesses, with 176 having achieved the full certifica-
tion to date. The City of Denver currently offers some incentives for 
businesses who join. Currently, one Stapleton business, Smart Space, 
is certified. www.denvergov.org/cgd

Community Active Living Coalition is a program that currently 

has 300 community members who participate and conduct walk anal-
yses. If you are interested in improving Denver’s walkability, visit www.
walkdenver.org/ join-denvers-community-active-living-coalition/.

Sustainable Neighborhood Network is a program that works with 
neighborhoods to help them to achieve their sustainability goals. This 
program is driven by neighborhoods and the city provides support 
services and structure to facilitate the projects. Currently, eight neigh-
borhoods participate. A new application process opens April 20 for 
matching funds up to $2,500 for projects. With community support, 
SUN is positioned to participate in this program in the future. www.
sustainableneighborhoodnetwork.org/sustainable-neighborhoods-den-
ver. Stapleton residents interested in involvement in SUN’s sustainabil-
ity committee or a seat on the SUN board should email StapletonUnit-
edNeighbors@gmail.com. 

NW Aurora-Stapleton-Stanley Marketplace Neighborhood Survey 
You are invited to participate in this collaborative research effort: 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/NWASPSMP 
Aims of this community-based research effort are to determine 

the sustainable economic, social and political relations between the 
Northwest Aurora Neighborhood Organization (NANO), SUN and 
the Stanley Marketplace. This survey is led by Associate Professor of 
Urban Sociology and Intergroup Relations Theodoric Manley, Jr., PhD, 
College of Arts & Sciences, Johnson & Wales University, a private, 
nonprofit, accredited institution located in east Denver. 

Annual Meeting May 17 & Proposed Amendment to SUN Bylaws
Notice: A vote will take place to change Section 1 of the SUN 

bylaws at the SUN Annual Meeting: May 17, 6:30pm, Central Park 
Recreation Center to ensure that there is no confusion about the foot-
print of Stapleton and that our organization is inclusive of all residents 
in the projected final phases of the buildout. www.stapletonunited-
neighbors.com/Home/sun-board/sun-bylaws

Current Language: The boundaries of SUN are Quebec Street to the 
west, 56th Avenue to the north, Havana Street to the east and Mont-
view Boulevard to the south.

Proposed Language: The footprint of SUN is contained within the 
City of Denver, bounded on the western edge by Syracuse St. (Mont-
view Blvd. to 23rd Ave.), Quebec St. (23rd Ave. to Northfield Blvd.), 
Spruce Way (Northfield Blvd to 53rd Pl.), Spruce St. (53rd Pl. to 56th 
Ave.), and Central Park Blvd (56th Ave. to 64th Ave.); on the northern 
edge by 56th Ave. (Spruce St. to Central Park Blvd.), 64th Ave. (Cen-
tral Park Blvd. to Havana St.), and Martin Luther King Blvd. (Havana 
St. to Peoria St.); on the eastern edge by Havana St. (64th Ave. to 56th 
Ave., Dallas St. (56th Ave. to I-70), Havana St. (I-70 to Martin Luther 
King Blvd.) and Peoria St. (Martin Luther King Blvd. to 26th Ave.); 
and on the southern edge by 23rd Ave. (Quebec St. to Syracuse St.), 
Montview Blvd. (Syracuse St. to Beeler St.), and 26th Ave. (Beeler St. 
to Peoria St.). 

HARDWOOD FLOORS | INTERIOR TRIM | STAIR DESIGN
A STAPLETON BASED BUSINESS

303.355.2850
nate@crosscustominteriors.com 

Cross Custom Interiors, LLC., formerly 
Cross Flooring LLC. Licensed & Insured

We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds • Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!
a style for every point of viewTM

30% OFF
Home or Office 

Window Treatments
Call today for details!

303-422-1499
or visit us online at www.budgetblinds.com

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. 
Lifetime limited warranties. 

Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 4/30/16.

Budget Blinds – custom window
coverings that fit your style 

and budget!

• Personal Style Consultants
• Thousands of samples from the best brands
• “Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate
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Selling season April Fools?
Every market has its challenges and you certainly don’t want
to find out your agent is the problem or that the trick’s on you!

I’m a numbers geek when it comes to analyzing the market. It gives me an edge finding leverage to negotiate 
purchase price, inspection issues, and appraisal hiccups. I’ve also got a knack for problem solving and connect-
ing clients with the resources needed to make the next move. But did you know Perry & Co. is part of an impres-
sive network of independently owned firms? Our membership in Leading Real Estate Companies of the World 
and our high-ranking membership in Luxury Portfolio means not only can I access the best for my people locally, 
but globally as well! If you’re thinking of making a move, I’m happy to lend a hand.  

qa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Sponsored by Keep Denver Beautiful  
A program of Solid Waste Management 

  
 

  
Saturday 
May 21, 2016 

9am - 2pm 
 

Call 311 for event details or visit 
DenverGov.org/KDB for a 
complete list of acceptable items. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

One Day FREE Drop-Off Sites! 

Denver Residents 
plan a neighborhood 
cleanup.  Spruce up 
your neighborhood, 
alleys & yards. Bring 
Household Items & 

Yard Waste 
 
 

THE GREAT DENVER CLEANUP 
 

(No Televisions, Auto parts, 
Tires, Oil, Paint or 
Electronics) 

 

 

Ashley Elem. School   
(Montview Blvd. & Spruce St.) 
Cherry Creek Transfer 
Station 
7301 E. Jewell Ave. 
East High School 
16th & Josephine St. 
Evie Dennis Campus 
E. 48th Ave. & Walden St. 
Montbello High School 
5000 Crown Blvd.  
 
 
 

  

 

service directory

submit a classified ad
Classified ad cost is 25 cents per character, including spaces. Classified ads are accepted only by  
email. Send to FrontPorch3@gmail.com. Ads must be received by the 15th and paid by the 17th to run  
in the next issue. For more information visit www.FrontPorchStapleton.com > Classified Advertising > 
Paid Print Ads.

Looking for extra income 
(maybe up to $10k annual-
ly)? Don’t like living alone? 
Age 50+? Home sharing is 
your solution. Join a growing 
number of home owners, 
just like you, along the Front 
Range who are renting out 
a spare room for extra 
income and companionship. 
Check out http://www.
Silvernest.com/FP. Silvernest 
is your roommate-matching 
resource with background 
checks, Colorado lease 
protection and auto-rent 
processing. Free to home 
owners for a limited time.
Park Hill & Stapleton:  
www.stapleton360.com
RENTALS available-Varied 
prices/sizes in NE area 
TJCManagement.com, 303-
324-6988
 
 
 
 

ADMIN ASSISTANT/RE-
CEPTIONIST position at 
small busy manufacturing 
business. Order and data 
entry, customer service, 
telephone and various admin 
duties. Computer skills a 
must. Must be organized, en-
thusiastic and good people 
skills. Demonstrated work 
ethic, reliable transportation 
and professional appearance 
required. Email resume to 
office@sermaro.com

for rEntDESIGN/REMODEL/
HANDYMAN 	
BASEMENTS Best Builders- 
Best in Quality and Design at 
truly affordable prices. Call Jim 
at 720-276-7704
HANDYMAN & REMODELING 
– Serving Stapleton since 2001. 
Free Estimates 303-333-4507.
HANDYMAN Affordable, No 
job too small-Bob 720-434-
3649 fixedit40@gmail.com
HOME REMODELING AND 
REPAIRS. Expert, Local area 
since 1975. Al 303-995-2585
HOME RENOVATIONS/
REPAIRS- Painting, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Tile, Drywall, Wood 
Floors. Prices Can't Be Beat. 
B&D Renovations 720.404.2649
LIC. GC. Finish Carpentry, Re-
modeling, Home Repairs. Small 
difficult jobs welcome. 22 yrs in 
Park Hill. Peter 720-291-6089

ELECTRICAL/
PLUMBING 	
MASTER PLUMBER –Mr.Plumber, 
Est.1978, Licensed, best prices, 
credit cards ok. Jeff 303-523-6652 
www.mrplumberdenver.com

HOME SERVICES 
MISC 	
WINDOW & GUTTER 
CLEANING- Also offering 
House Cleaning. Bob Starr 303 
329 8205

HOUSECLEANING
HOUSECLEANING-Ma-
ture-honest-friendly-Depend-
able. 303-671-9065
HOUSECLEANING-Member BBB 
www.ToptoBottomCleaning.biz 
or call Diane 303-668-4014

HOUSECLEANING-White 
Magic-Excellent rates and 
references. Weekly, monthly, 
one-time only. 720-371-3290

PAINTING 	
PAINTERS-Int./Ext. repairs, ins.
Refs.Owner works on site with 
small, highly skilled crew. Crafts-
manship and integrity for 33 
years. Call Mike 303 388 8151
PAINTING- Interior 25 Yr exp. 
in East Den. Maurice Devany 
Refs. 303-902-6495
PAINTING-Affordable, Excep-
tional Results 303-474-8882 / 
720-338-1453 –  
www.jcspainting.net – Stapleton 
References
PAINTING-Premier Paint 
Works: Denver's Paint Special-
ists since 1993. int/ext neat, 
insured, impeccable refs. John 
303.864.9247

PERSONAL  
SERVICES MISC 	
SIT & STAY DOG WALKING- 
Stapleton, Park Hill.  
debkubla@yahoo.com

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 	
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
AND LEASING – Specializing 
in Stapleton & Park Hill. Call 
or email John Carranza – 
303.489.6196  
jmcarranza@comcast.net.  
www.stapleton360.com
PROPERTY MGMT- 
TJCManagement.com-Staple-
ton/Lowry/ParkHill. Top $$ for 
rentals. Avg vacancy <2days/yr. 
303-324-6988

JOBS

Sean Caffrey
I am a supporter of new ur-

banism design principles and have 
lived with my family in Eastbridge 
since 2009. I am running for the 
board because special districts are a 

community-based form of government that operate 
best with the oversight of concerned citizens. I have 
an MBA and have worked closely with many districts 
during my almost 20 years with Colorado county 
and state governments. I have participated actively 
with the Stapleton Parks Advisory Group (PAG) 
learning much about our neighborhood and its 
development. My goals as a board member would be 
to: continue the WCMD’s responsibilities to finance 
our local infrastructure, keep our tax rate to do so 
as low as possible, and increase the transparency 
between our community and the activities of the 
Park Creek Metro District which receives all of the 
WCMD’s funds. I would be honored to have your 
vote on May 3 or by absentee ballot.

Katie Bedard Dell
I have been a Stapleton resident 

for ten years and currently reside in 
the Bluff Lake neighborhood. I also 
work in Stapleton and appreciate 
the five-minute drive from home to 

office. The tag line that Stapleton is a great place to 
“live, work and play” most certainly applies to me. 
I have two children, a freshman and a sixth grader, 
who attend Denver Public Schools. For many years 
I have been an active community volunteer and 
served in various volunteer positions at my children’s 
schools. I’ve also worked advocating for our new 
schools in meetings with the DPS school board, staff 
and other community leaders. My goal in serving on 
the WCMD is to provide oversight, accountability 
and to ensure the board is as effective as possible 
during Stapleton’s build-out. I believe the governance 
of special districts should be as transparent as possi-
ble and I will work to diligently toward that goal. 

James R. Moody
My goal is to focus on increased 

transparency about how the District 
is performing. The powers of the 
WCMD Board are limited–to col-
lect and transfer property taxes to 

PCMD.  However, the Board is the directly elected 
voice of Stapleton taxpayers, and should do more to 
provide information about the District’s performance 
to the voters. I approach this opportunity as neither 

WCMD Board Election May 3
Vote for no more than three of the following for a 4-year term

Sean Caffrey • Katie Bedard Dell • James R. Moody
Justin M. Ross • David Hull Ungemah

Description of board responsibilities and voting information is on prior page.

a champion nor a critic of how things currently 
operate. The WCMD fee is a major portion of the 
property tax bill for Stapleton residents, and tax-
payers should have an easier time finding answers 
to questions such as whether we are on track to 
adequately fund our infrastructure needs, whether 
our bond rating is at the right level, and when we 
are expected to pay off our debt. My wife, two 
kids and I have lived in Stapleton since 2010, and 
I had the good fortune to serve on the SUN Board 
from 2011-2013. 

Justin M. Ross
As a 14 year resident this 

June, I’ve dedicated several years 
to the likes of the Greater Staple-
ton Business Association, Citizens 
Advisory Board, Housing Diver-

sity Committee and the Stapleton Development 
Corporation. Assisting with the inner workings of 
the Westerly Creek Metropolitan District, I feel 
would be the natural progression in my volunteer 
efforts. I have the background and experience 
within the community to offer realistic ideas and 
direction. As a small business owner, I have a firm 
foundation knowing how business works as well 
and will prove to be valuable to Stapleton and the 
Westerly Creek Metropolitan District.

David Ungemah
For the past two years, I have 

been privileged with represent-
ing Stapleton area residents and 
property owners on the WCMD.  
In partnership with my running 

mates, Tim Thornton and Tom Downey, we 
brought an “everyday resident” perspective to 
the Board that had not had such representation 
since its creation.  Since the election, we have 
improved communications with residents through 
our new website and advertising meetings in more 
commonly accessed locations, critically reviewed 
the tax revenue generated by the Stapleton com-
munity, and identified key common issues with 
PCMD and Forrest City.  Although the powers 
of the WCMD are very limited, I strongly believe 
the WCMD’s most important role to play is in 
planning for the eventual transfer of Stapleton’s 
infrastructure to the residents of our community 
and the City of Denver.  I will continue to work 
towards a sustainable, pragmatic, and desirable 
system of infrastructure for Stapleton.

Stapleton Update

A Wild Smile - Jesse Witkoff, DDS   
720-945-1234 

2975 Roslyn St • www.awildsmile.com
Introducing our new associate Dr. Namrata Hardy

We now do Laser Dentistry—no shots or drill needed!

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
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VIEW DATES & REGISTER 
FOR ONLINE WEBINARS:

KuhnAdvisors.com/
investor-education

2373 Central Park Blvd.
Suite 100, Denver, CO 80238

303.803.1016

Scott@kuhnadvisors.com

Minimum Relationship: $1 million
Certifi ed Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certifi cation marks CFP®, Certifi ed Financial Planner™ and CFP® in the 
U.S., which it awards to individuals who successfully complete CFP Board’s initial and ongoing certifi cation requirements. Kuhn 
Advisors, Inc. is a registered investment adviser. More information about Kuhn Advisors, Inc., including its advisory services and fee 
schedule, can be found in its Form ADV Part 2, which is available upon request.

  KuhnAdvisors.com

Is it time to revisit your retirement strategy?

A limited opportunity for married couples to 
use previous rules expires May 2016. Congress 
recently terminated certain strategies many folks 
were counting on to increase their Social Security 
benefi ts in retirement.

Attend a one-hour complimentary session to learn 
how these changes may impact your retirement 
plans. Attendees are eligible for a free consultation to 
discuss retirement income and investment strategies.

SOCIAL SECURITY
RULES ARE CHANGING.

SOCIAL SECURITY
WINDOW CLOSING

(CHOOSE ONE) 
MAXIMIZE
BENEFITS

WEEP WITH
REGRET

“I don’t know, honey. What do you think?”

LEARN MORE

 Mark Kuhn
 President & Founder

Scott Ranby, CFP®
Financial Advisor

+

®

MASSAGE AND FACIAL  SPA

$5 HOT TOWEL
FOOT TREATMENT
with your massage or facial service
*Must present coupon. $5 hot towel foot treatment with purchase 

of one-hour massage or facial service. Expires 4-30-2016. Valid at 
Northfield Stapleton spa only. ©2016 Hand & Stone Corp. 

Put that spring back  
in your step with a...

Northfield Stapleton | 303-574-0150 
8370 Northfield Blvd. • Suite 1775 • Next to Victoria’s Secret

handandstonenorthfieldstapleton.com
Sessions include time for consultation and dressing. Independently Owned & Operated. ©2016 Hand & Stone Corp. 

Central Park Station

Train Schedule
37 minutes each way
Departing Union station to DIA
3:15am to 3:45am every 30 minutes 
4:15am to 6:15pm every 15 minutes
6:30pm to 12:30am every 30 minutes
No trains 12:31am to 3:14am Sun – Thurs
1am last train Friday and Saturday only

Departing DIA to Union Station
4:11am to 4:41am every 30 minutes
5:11am to 7:11pm every 15 minutes
7:26pm to 1:26am every 30 minutes
No trains1:27am to 4:10am Sun - Thurs
1:56am last train Friday and Saturday only

Buses
–The Skyride from Central Park to DIA will no 
longer operate starting April 22.

–12 bus bays serve 10 bus routes

–Frequency and hours of service vary widely by 
route. Peak frequencies are typically 15 or 30 
minutes.

–Routes served are: 28 (28th Avenue), 34 (Bruce 
Randolph Avenue), 37 (Smith Road Industrial), 
42 (Montbello via Albrook/Green Valley Ranch), 
43 (MLK Blvd/Gateway), 65 (Monaco Parkway), 
73 (Quebec Street), 88 (Northglenn/Commerce 
City/Stapleton), 89 (Stapleton/Anschutz Cam-
pus), 105 (Havana Street).

New 2016 Rail LinesFares 
& Fare 
Zones

–Day passes ($5.20 Local and $9 Regional/Airport) 
provide unlimited trips throughout a service day for the 
cost of a round trip.
–Half-fare discounts are available for elementary, 
middle and high school students ages 6-19, Medicare 
recipients, passengers with disabilities and people 
ages 65 and above. Active military are free.
–10-Ride tickets books are available at retail outlets 
and provide an approximately 10 percent discount 
on single rides.

Find more fare info at 
www.rtd-denver.com/
fares-2016.shtml or  
303-299-6000.

Tickets and Fares
–Riders can purchase one-way tickets and day 
passes ($2.60 to $9) aboard buses or at tick-
et-vending machines at rail stations.
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As the preferred real estate agents in the 

Stapleton/Park Hill/Lowry area, we offer an 

unparalleled one-on-one experience. Let us 

lead you to your perfect real estate solution!

Damon Knop Owner/Broker
damon@distinctivedenver.com
(303) 332-8754

Katie Knop Broker
katie@distinctivedenver.com
(720) 323-5667

K n o p H o m eTe a m . c o m

B u y i n g  | S e l l i n g  | I n v e s t m e n t  | C o m m e r c i a l

We’ll make you smile.
Orthodontic Care for adults and children

www.stapletonorthodontics.com
303.31.ORTHO (303.316.7846)

2373 Cental Park Blvd., Suite 302, Denver, CO 80238

preferred provider

By John Fernandez

The long-awaited commuter rail 
service from Union Station to 
DIA opens to the public mid-day 

on Friday, April 22. A ceremonial trip 
for elected officials and other dignitaries 
begins around 7:30am at Denver Union 
Station and concludes with speeches and 
an official grand opening event at the DIA 
station from 10am to 12 noon. The trains 
will run at 15-minute intervals and will be 
free through Saturday the 23rd—and all of 
RTD’s rail lines will be free that Saturday. 

Also on Saturday, a Central Park Sta-
tion “Street Party” will be held from 10am 
to 2pm to celebrate the arrival of commut-
er rail service to Stapleton. See story on 
page 3.

The trip will take 37 minutes end-to-
end. Central Park to downtown will take 
14 minutes while the airport trip from 
Stapleton will last 23 minutes. Trains will 
run approximately 22 hours per day at 
15-minute intervals (30 minutes late at 
night or early in the morning). Fares will 
range from a local, two-zone, one-way cost 
of $2.60 to $9 for any trip to the airport. 
(See schedule and fare information at left.)

The new service is officially called the 
“University of Colorado A Line” because 
CU purchased naming rights for five years 
at a cost of $5 million. 

Voter Authorization of FasTracks
In November 2004, regional voters 

overwhelmingly approved “FasTracks,” 
and now 12 years later the promise of 
that ballot proposal is delivering a new 
transportation choice. The voter approval 
authorized the Regional Transportation 
District (RTD) to begin developing the 
nation’s most ambitious mass transit 
system build-out: 122 miles of new com-
muter and light rail along with 18 miles of 
bus rapid transit and enhanced bus service 
across an eight-county district. Now with 
$5.2 billion expended or committed for 
FasTracks, commuter rail service is coming 
to the Central Park Station. 

What Is Commuter Rail?
Commuter rail is new to Colorado. 

Light rail has served portions of Denver 
since the mid ’90s. Commuter rail features 
heavier vehicles capable of higher speeds (up 
to 79 miles per hour). To take advantage of 
that capability, stations are spaced farther 
apart, hence the “commuter” label. RTD 
selected electric power for the commuter 
rail lines just as they did for light rail. 

The A Line will operate partly within 
its own, exclusive corridor such as north 
of I-70, but also within the pre-existing 
Union Pacific main line corridor, as within 
Stapleton. Federal safety rules would not 
have allowed lighter weight “light rail” 
vehicles to share a corridor with freight 
traffic—another reason RTD selected com-
muter rail technology for this corridor. 

Along its 23-mile corridor, the A Line 
will connect Denver Union Station and 
DIA with six intervening stations: 38th 
and Blake, 40th and Colorado Blvd., Cen-
tral Park, Peoria, Airport Boulevard and 
40th, and 61st and Pena. 

Connecting Rail Lines
On day one, the A Line will connect 

with three light rail lines at their down-
town terminus: the southwest or “C” line 
to Highlands Ranch, the southeast or “F” 
line to Lone Tree and the west or “W” 
line to Lakewood and Golden. By the end 
of the year it will connect at the Peoria 
station with the “R” light rail line that is 
being constructed within and parallel to 
I-225 in Aurora. Also by the end of 2016, 
it will connect with two new commuter 
rail lines: the “B,” which is segment one of 
the northwest line ending in Westminster 
(W. 69th Ave. and Grove St.), and with the 
“G” line being built to Ward Road through 
Arvada and ending in Wheat Ridge. (See 
RTD zone map at left.) 

P3—A Public-Private Partnership
The A, B and G lines constitute a 

project dubbed EAGLE P3 in which RTD 
entered into a 34-year agreement with a 
concessionaire, Denver Transit Partners 
(DTP), to finance, build, operate and 

maintain the system. RTD makes so-called 
“availability” payments to DTP if it meets 
performance standards. DTP repays its 
private financing from that amount, much 
as home mortgages are repaid. “P3” refers to 
the fact that this is a true public-private part-
nership. The $2.2 billion project includes 
a $1.03 billion federal grant that RTD was 
awarded. 

Street Crossings
Although new rail and roadway bridges 

were constructed in key locations, such as 
where the line passes under Peoria Street, 13 
“at-grade” crossings remain, such as at Ulster 
and Havana streets. At such surface cross-
ings, RTD has constructed a variety of safety 
measures including gates, fencing, medians, 
flashing lights and bells. These measures 
enabled Denver and Aurora to apply to the 
federal government for “quiet zone” status, 
which, if approved, will permit not only A 
Line trains but also the freight trains to run 
silently through the crossings; i.e., the oper-
ator will not blow the horn. The end result 
will be far fewer “high lonesome” train horn 
soundings despite the great increase in local 
train traffic.

As of this writing, the quiet zone had 
not yet been “established” by the Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA). RTD says 
quiet zones have been applied for and ap-
proval is forthcoming. The start date of the 
quiet zones will depend on when approval is 
given. RTD, Denver and Aurora are working 
to have the date be on or near opening 
day—they will announce when they have the 
approval.

Positive Train Control
Another key feature of the A Line is new 

technology referred to as “positive train 
control” (PTC), a complex system designed 
to absolutely prevent incidents that might 
be caused by operator error (see March issue 
of the Front Porch). The A Line PTC is the 
first such system to be developed for a fully 
brand-new rail service. As of this writing, the 
PTC system is still being tested and is under-
going approval by the FRA. RTD says PTC 
will be functioning on opening day.

Central Park Station

Parking
–The station has 1550 spaces, 34 

motorcycle spaces and 34 accessible 
spaces.

– RTD plans installation of a minimum of 
two electric vehicle charging stations in 

the east parking lot but an implementation 
date for this pilot program has not been set.

-–10 bike racks and eight lockers are in the 
northwest corner of the east parking lot. A free, 

key-card access, weatherized structure holding 
20-40 bicycles is expected to be built at the 37th 

Place cul-de-sac by year end.

– Cars registered within this RTD service area 
(Stapleton and all of northeast Denver) are charged 

$2 per 24 hour period. The first 24 hours are free. If 
out-of-district, a $4 daily fee applies.

– Parking ticket kiosks are at bus bays A1 and C2. Two 
additional kiosks will be added soon on the north side 
of Smith Rd. at each end of the rail platform. Enter the 
vehicle license plate number, make payment and keep 
the receipt.

– On-street parking is permissible up to a maximum of 
72 hours as elsewhere in Denver. There is no parking on 
Smith Rd.

Accessing the Station
–Drivers can access the station at Ulster or Uinta. These 
streets are accessible from Smith Road eastbound or from 
36th Ave. east- or westbound.

–To board the train, riders will cross Smith Road at the signal 
on Uinta or the signal at the east end of the platform.

–Trains are accessed at the east and west ends of the plat-
form. Travellers going west will cross the tracks at grade by 
passing through swing gates.

New Rail Service to DIA Starts April 22
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DenveR International 
AiRport

You’re invited to the official opening of the  
University of Colorado A Line!  Service will  
begin running directly after the ceremony.

UniveRsity of ColoRado  
  line

NOON – 9 pm
all Rail lines

5 am – 10 pm

all UniveRsity of Colorado  
 

  line Stations

We’re having a huge celebration and  
you’re invited. Join us for fun-filled  

festivities full of entertainment!

10 am – 2 pm

free rides*free rides

station paRtiesgrand opening

10 am – NOON

CA D E H W

fRiday • ApRil 22 satuRday • ApRil 23

* Bus service not included.

61st & Peña

Peoria

Central 
Park

40th • 
Colorado

Union 
Station

38th •Blake
40th Ave & Airport Blvd  

• Gateway Park

Denver Airport

GR    NDA
OPENING

University of Colorado Line

the tRain to the plAne

grand opening  
sponsor

in partnership with 

University of Colorado Line rtd-denver.com


