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Our eight-page pullout section helps make 
sense of a complicated ballot, offering an over-
view of all the issues and background informa-
tion to make you an informed voter, starting 
on page 19.

Printed with soy-based ink. Paper contains 30% postconsumer waste.

Like us at Front Porch 
Newspaper for updates  

on local news and events.
Snakes12Youth &  

Cops 31Denver’s 
Affordable  

Fund 5 Halloween10Starting a 
Winery 6

Middle Schoolers to Mars? Washed Ashore

Sea animal sculptures made of debris found 
along the shore are on display at the Denver 
Zoo. Story on page 16.

Distributed to the Stapleton, Park Hill, Lowry, Montclair, Mayfair and East Colfax neighborhoods
DENVER, COLORADO OCTOBER 2016

By John Fernandez 

Local voters next month get to re-write 
the state constitution, raise the min-
imum wage, create an alternative to 

ObamaCare, repeal slavery as a punishment 

for crime, raise $572 million for Denver Public 
Schools, allow another social marijuana experi-
ment, and continue to financially support regional 
scientific, educational and cultural organizations. 
Or not, depending on how you vote or whether 

you vote. The stakes are momentous and 
we’re not even talking about that other race, 
the one with the two oldest ever candidates 
for President who are energizing the body 
politic of an increasingly polarized nation.

Donald Trump held a rally at Wings Over the Rockies Museum in Lowry and Hillary Clinton, joined by Gov. John Hickenlooper, had a rally at  Adams City High School in Commerce City. As a swing state, 
Colorado is being watched closely in the national election. And the outcome of state and local issues will set the course for Colorado and Denver’s future in significant ways. 

This Election Is Big—for the Nation, the State and the City
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Front Porch photo by Steve Larson

McAuliffe 8th grader Rylie Leffingwell turns to look at the Mars landscape going by as she rides 
in a bus created by Lockheed to simulate the experience of being in a rover on Mars.

By Carol Roberts

Middle school students fill the 
seats of what could be an or-
dinary school bus — but as it 

starts up, the darkened windows become 
a continuous video screen with images 
of the Mars landscape passing by. A 
computerized voice offers a steady stream 
of information: “Radiation levels—nor-
mal. Ground speed 30 meters per hour. 
Warning, considerable dust expected. 
Solar power generation 75% and falling. 
Switching to battery power. Temperature 
negative 96 degrees Fahrenheit.”

Visibility of the Mars landscape dete-
riorates during the dust storm. As the bus 
slows and stops—the scenes in the video 
slow and stop. The bus turns left and the 
images in the video track with the turn.

Lockheed Martin created this virtual 
reality vehicle to replicate the experience 
of traveling 200 square miles on the 
Martian surface (continued on page 42)
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Most of the events listed below are FREE or support nonprofits.  
Additional events are listed on pages 33-35.  

Also visit FrontPorchStapleton.com to view additional events and to submit events.

November 4,5,6
Park Hill Art Club Fall Show and Sale. More than 
1,000 pieces of affordable art; family friendly live 
music, meet the artists. Park Hill United Methodist 
Church, 5209 Montview Blvd.; Reception Friday 
4:30-8pm; Saturday 10-5pm; Sunday 10-4pm. More 
info: 720.949.0872, horssns8543@comcast.net

Friday, November 18
Winter Welcome, 6pm at the 29th Avenue Town Center*

Saturday, October 15
Family Leadership Training Institute (FLTI) Summit –  
“Improving Colorado Through Community Engagement” 
8:30am to 4:30pm, Children’s Hospital Colorado,13123 
East 16th Avenue, Aurora, 2nd Floor Conference rooms, 
$15. (See page 12)

Thursday, October 27
Active Minds “Yemen” 6:45–7:45pm, Sam Gary Library* 
www.activeminds.com

Friday, October 28
Blue Bench Sexual Assault Glowga Fundraiser
Alll level glow-in-the-dark class to benefit Blue Bench, a 
sexual assault prevention/support center. Tickets: Dakini 
Jaeger at 303.949.2782 or dakini@blueworldyoga.com,
Founder’s Green*, 7pm

Saturday, October 29
Boo on the Bluff, Bluff lake Nature Center, $2/person
Halloween activities and crafts, encounters with nature, 
10am - 1pm.  KWimbish@BluffLake.org

Through October 15
Free composting classes held at the Denver Compost 
Demonstration Site at the Gove Community Garden, 13th 
Ave. and Colorado Blvd. Sign up by calling 303-292-
9900 or visiting www.dug.org/compost

Every Sunday thru Oct. 16
Farmers Market 8:30am-12:30pm. Final market is Oct. 
16 and includes a pumpkin patch. For every $5 spent at 
the vendor’s booth, shoppers will receive a coupon to the 
pumpkin patch. The Green*

October 1–10
Stapleton Food Drive
Sponsored by New Perspective Real Estate.  
For list of where donations are accepted,  
visit www.StapletonFoodDrive.com

Sat. & Sun., October 1 & 2
Japanese Kite Festival in Central Park*
Kite flying with kite masters Sunday 10am - 3pm
Kite-making workshop Saturday 9:30am and 1pm, $5. 
Registration required at www.jascolorado.org or call 
303.592.5364

Saturday, October 1
Farm Fest 10am–2pm at The Urban Farm at Stapleton, 
10200 Smith Road, Denver. 303.307.9332, www.
theurbanfarm.org

Saturday, October 1
Night Market celebrating Hispanic and Asian heritages, 
4–8pm, George Washington HS, sponsored by Denver 
Language School. Carnival games, performances, food 
trucks. www.DLSPTA.org

Saturday, October 8
Environmental Issues Forum, “Green Values and Political 
Choices” 10am–Noon, Messiah Community Church, 
ELCA, 1750 Colorado Blvd.

Thursday, October 13
Active Minds “The Refugee Crisis” 6:45–7:45pm, Sam 
Gary Library* www.activeminds.com

Munchkins 
head out 
to trick-or-
treat. See 
story and 
photos on 
page 10.
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Pumpkin Patch & Final Farmers 
Market
The Farmers Market will run 
on Sundays, Oct. 2 and 9, from 
8:30am–12:30pm at The Green 
on Roslyn Street, with the final 
Farmers Market of the season on 
Sunday, Oct. 16 at The Green, 
again from 8:30am–12:30pm. At 
the final market we will also have 
our annual Pumpkin Patch. 
For every $5 spent at the ven-
dor’s booth, shoppers will receive 
a coupon to the pumpkin patch. 
Coupons can be redeemed at 
the pumpkin patch for a free 
pumpkin. There will be a variety 
of pumpkin sizes ranging from 
small to large. 
1 coupon = 1 small pumpkin
3 coupons =1 medium pumpkin
4 coupons = 1 large pumpkin
Pumpkin quantities are very lim-
ited and coupons are only valid 
while supplies last. 

Friday Beers & Cheers
Friday, Oct. 21, 6–8pm
The MCA will be hosting a 
series of beer tastings at our new 
space, The Cube! Each month 
will be a different theme and 
a variety of beers. Tickets are 
$15 for residents and $20 for 
nonresidents. Buy your tickets 
at stapletoncommunity.com! 
The Cube is located at 8371 E. 
Northfield Blvd.

Saturday Night Live…For Kids 
Only!
The Stapleton MCA and Cen-
tral Park Recreation Center are 
partnering to host a night of  fun 
for kids ages 7–12 from 6–9pm. 
The third SNL will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 22 at the Central 
Park Rec Center. Register at 
your ActiveNet account or at the 
MCA office.

Active Minds Seminar
This is a free, no-reserva-
tion-needed public program 
brought to you by the Stapleton 
MCA. Location: Sam Gary 
Library 2961 Roslyn St.

Thursday, Oct. 13, 6:45–7:45pm
The Refugee Crisis
Millions of refugees are fleeing 
from danger zones in Syria, Iraq 
and elsewhere, creating a hu-
manitarian crisis of epic propor-
tions. Many are dying in transit 
and the nations receiving them 
are being overwhelmed. Join 
Active Minds as we explore how 
the migrants and the interna-
tional community are struggling 
to cope with these challenges.

Thursday, Oct. 27, 6:45–7:45pm
Yemen
The various conflicts in the 
Middle East are both troubling 
and complex. Recently, the 
country of Yemen has emerged 
as another stage upon which 
sectarian warfare is being played 
out. At its roots is the animosity 
between Sunni and Shia Mus-
lims that, in turn, brings the 
involvement of other regional 
powers, including Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt (Sunni) as well as 
Iran (Shia). Join Active Minds 
as we seek to understand 
Yemen’s current situation and 
broader implications for the 
region. 

If you have any questions or 
comments about the informa-
tion above, please feel free to 
contact jolsen@stapletoncom-
munity.com or call the MCA 
office at 303.388.0724.

Jennifer Olsen
Communications Coordinator
jolsen@stapletoncommunity.
com

Do you need old newspapers for  

packing, pets or art projects?
               ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

We’re storing old papers to share with you. 

Please leave current copies in racks for readers. 
303.526.1969

*Locations
More information on these events  
at www.stapletoncommunity.com
*The Green: E. 29th Ave. and Roslyn St.
*E. 29th Ave. Town Center: 29th from  
     Quebec to Roslyn St.
*Central Park: MLK and Central Park Blvd.
*Sam Gary Library: 2961 Roslyn St.
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But they haven’t  
stopped reading  

newspapers.

Call TODAY!  
Karissa McGlynn 303-333-0257, 303-993-9963 cell

Anne Hebert 303-526-1969   www.FrontPorchStapleton.com

80%  

of people  

say they look  

forward to reading 

their small local  

community paper*

Are they seeing YOUR business 
in our 38,000+ papers

Yes, people spend a lot of time online...

*National Newspaper Association

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT www.bewellconnect.net
CALL 303-468-3228
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JUST WHAT YOU’VE COME TO EXPECT 
FROM INFINITY, THE NEXT GREAT THING...

New Affordable Housing Fund Exempts Stapleton Builders
By John Fernandez

All Denver residents will pay a tax and 
most builders will pay a develop-
ment impact fee under Denver’s 

new affordable housing fund approved by 
Denver City Council Sept. 19 on a 9-4 vote. 
But Stapleton builders will be exempted 
from the fee because Stapleton has a pre-ex-
isting affordable housing agreement—and 
pre-existing agreements are exempted from 
the new program. 

Overview of the new fund
The fund, with a 10-year sunset, bankrolls a 

plan that calls for the preservation or construc-
tion of 6,000 units in addition to the 1,400 or 
so that its other housing programs are projected 
to support. The new program replaces Denver’s 
current Inclusionary Housing Ordinance 
(IHO) that requires developers of projects with 
30 or more units to set aside 10 percent of the 
units for affordable housing, with a pay-
ment-in-lieu opt out. (Forest City’s affordable 
housing plan requires 10% of homes and 20% 
of apartments for the project as a whole to be 
affordable, but does not have a requirement 
for affordable units or payments-in-lieu by 
individual builders.)

The development impact fee, also known as 
a linkage fee, will impose a charge ranging from 
40 cents to $1.70 per square foot, depending 
on the type of new building or expansion 
project. These one-time fees, charged at the 
time of the building permit, would range from 
$1,500 for a standard new house to six or seven 
figures for large hotels and office buildings. The 
linkage fee cannot be changed for three years.

The half mill property tax would cost $12 a 
year for the owner of a $300,000 home. 

The two new revenue sources are estimated 
to raise $156.4 million over the next 10 years 
with the linkage fee and property tax contribut-
ing roughly equal amounts. 

Priorities for the first year’s revenue are:

$9.4 million – 533 income-restricted apart-
ments or for-sale homes

$3 million – land acquisition for 120 future 
units 

$1.5 million – emergency assistance to 250 
households at risk of being priced out of 
their housing  

Implications & questions for the future
Even fund opponents describe Denver’s 

affordable housing situation as a crisis and 
fund supporters acknowledge it will make 
only a dent in the problem of “housing bur-
dened” households (lower-income families 
and individuals whose rent or mortgage 
expenditures exceed 30 percent of their 
income). The fund’s impact on Stapleton 
raises its own set of questions.

Will Stapleton benefit from the new tax 
revenue?
Left unanswered by Denver City Coun-

cil’s vote is whether any of the funds gener-
ated in Stapleton by the new property tax 
will be expended to build affordable housing 
in Stapleton. That uncertainty results from 
at least three factors:

First, actual expenditure decisions will be 
made by the executive director of the city’s 
Office of Economic Development with ad-
vice from a new housing advisory commit-
tee, yet to be formed. One reason Denver 
sought to establish a permanent housing 
fund was to create maximum flexibility in 
how the locally generated monies could be 
spent. It is unknown at this time to what ex-
tent there will be any criteria for geographic 
dispersion of those funds. 

A second factor creating uncertainty is 
the differential impact of the new legislation 
on Stapleton; builders are exempted from 
the linkage fee but property owners are not 
exempt from the property tax. With less 
money flowing from Stapleton to the city’s 
new fund than elsewhere in the city, will 
the city be less inclined to return funds to 
Stapleton? 

A third unknown is what effect the new 
program might have on Forest City’s afford-
able housing efforts. The master developer 
has been making land dedications for afford-
able housing along with unspecified cash 
contributions. Forest City is not obligated 
by the agreement to actually provide fund-
ing for construction of affordable housing, 
only to “develop or cause to be developed 
[emphasis added]” such housing “at a pace 
reasonably consistent with the pace of 

development of market rate housing at Stapleton.” 
Through the middle of 2016, affordable for-sale 
and rental housing in Stapleton has been devel-
oped at half the rate of market rate housing.

Forest City’s development agreement with 
the city assumes that a “public subsidy” will be 
required to implement affordable housing. The 
question now becomes whether Forest City will 
seek to replace its subsidies with revenue from 
the new fund. If that were the case, the city’s new 
fund might not create any net benefit for afford-
able housing in Stapleton even while homeowners 
and landlords are footing a new property tax.

CAB opposes builders’ exemption
Stapleton’s Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) ap-

proved a resolution in early September “strongly” 
supporting and endorsing the proposed Denver 
affordable housing fund “but only if Stapleton 
and other similar properties are not exempt 
from paying the linkage or development fee.” 
CAB presented the resolution to the Stapleton 
Development Corporation requesting the SDC’s 
support, however SDC took no action. CAB then 
shared their resolution with Denver City Council 
members, but it was not mentioned during the 
floor discussion at the time of the vote. Thus, the 
exemption language remained intact. Denver staff 
have not identified how many other developments 
have a similar exemption.

Other possible revenue sources
Among the several speakers objecting to 

the linkage fees, Gene Myers, of Thrive Home 
Builders, urged the council to consider bonding 
based on revenues anticipated from the property 
tax, adding this could provide upwards of $300 
million in upfront monies at historically low inter-
est rates. Assistant City Attorney David Broadwell 
reminded the council that bonding would require 
a public vote. 

Market rate home prices will increase
Myers, an active Stapleton builder, also asserted 

the linkage fee would raise housing prices, pricing 
out as many buyers of market-rate units as the 
city’s new fund would support at lower income 
levels. Several supporters of the new fund disputed 
his contention, saying the cost increase would 
amount to less than 1 percent of construction 
costs. 

Application processing delays
CAB and its Housing Diversity Committee 

have protested alleged delays in the city’s process for 
qualifying applicants to the city’s affordable housing 
program. The Office of Economic Development 
has acknowledged this problem with this response: 
“Interest in the affordable housing program has grown 
significantly over the past four years, as our number 
of applications received has grown by more than 300 
percent. While we don’t have data available on the 
number of applications that have exceeded our target 
guideline of processing completed applications within 
10 working days, our office has adopted measures to 
curb the backlog of applications.”

The question is whether the $600,000 set aside for 
administration of the fund will enable the city to keep 
pace with the expected growth in applications. 

Stapleton’s deed-restricted units
The ordinance creating the new permanent afford-

able housing fund is silent as to how long subsidized 
units would need to remain affordable. Presumably, 
the new housing advisory committee will define the 
terms for the new program.

Affordable for-sale units in Stapleton were origi-
nally deed-restricted to remain in the affordable hous-
ing program for 30 years, though starting in 2014 
some units could be changed to 15 years. CAB has ex-
pressed concern that these units will begin transition-
ing out of the affordable housing program even before 
Stapleton reaches buildout and Forest City achieves its 
affordable housing goals. Twenty-eight properties have 
been converted from 30 to 15 years and the first will 
phase out of the program in 2019.

New fund doesn’t address gap housing shortage
The affordable housing challenge in Stapleton is 

compounded by the lack of housing supply in the 
gap between the highest-priced affordable (subsi-
dized) units and the lowest-priced market rate homes. 
A local realtor estimates the size of this gap in the 
$100,000 range by comparing the highest-priced 
affordable units ($238,000) with the lower-end 
market rate homes ($350,000). These numbers are 
admittedly rough, but they do highlight the fact that 
even this new Denver program doesn’t even begin to 
address a real-world problem: The incomes of many 
working-class buyers are too high for the affordable 
housing program but they can’t afford market rate 
homes in Stapleton. 
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are keeping their day jobs with Doug in IT 
project management and Karen in human 
resources, working at the winery evenings and 
weekends while maintaining a small staff. 

The winery got its start with a wine 
kit Doug tried that yielded decent results. 
It was inspiration enough that the couple 
purchased property between Palisade and 
Grand Junction, with the vision of growing 
grapes and making wine. They commuted 
from their home in Denver every weekend 
over the course of a year. Despite extensive 

testing and work on an irrigation system, it 
was determined that the land wasn’t going to 
be grow grapes successfully. In the meantime, 
the Kingmans developed relationships with 
other Western Slope vineyards and wineries, 
not only learning a lot in the process but also 
purchasing enough grapes to turn out 400 
cases of wine in their first year in the garage on 
their property. 

Giving up the property was a painful deci-
sion but the long commute wasn’t sustainable. 
“If it wasn’t going to grow grapes, it just didn’t 
make sense,” says Kingman. Instead, the 
couple opened a winery in an industrial area 
north of downtown Denver, just 15 minutes 
from their home, purchasing grapes from some 
of the vineyards and wineries they had come 
to know. Except for zinfandel grapes, which 
Colorado doesn’t grow, all of the grapes used in 

...IGNITES THE SENSES AT 3100 SQ. FEET...

V  I  V  E
JUST WHAT YOU’VE COME TO EXPECT 
FROM INFINITY, THE NEXT GREAT THING...

BEELER PARK - HURRY TO GET ON OUR VIP PRIORITY LIST
www.infi nityhomecollection.com  
Austin 303.229.7845 
or Joe 303.284.4535

By Courtney Drake-McDonough

Visitors to Kingman Estates 
Winery are in the middle of the 
action. Although most tasting 

rooms are separate from the winery 
itself, owners Doug and Karen Kingman 
wanted their place to be different. While 
sampling wine in their tasting room, a 
guy driving a forklift may pass through. 
Or during “crush” time, a large hose may 
be pumping grapes from crates in the 
parking lot, through the tasting room, 

Winery as Retirement
into the winery. “When you’re there, you’re 
kind of part of the operation, even when 
you’re drinking,” says Doug Kingman.

Wine is a passion for the Park Hill resi-
dents who love drinking it, talking about it 
and being around other people who enjoy 
it. But mostly, the couple wanted to have a 
business of their own, something Kingman 
says “we can enjoy as long as we want to do 
it!” Five years in, the Kingmans are hoping to 
turn the winery into their fulltime business 
within a couple of years. Until then, they 

Left: Doug Kingman begins to send his Western 
Colorado grapes into the destemming machine as 
Karen, his wife and business partner, and chemist, 
Michelle Nolker (by barrels) look on.

Doug Kingman watches as his brother in law, 
Mike Finnin, pulls grapes into the destemming 
machine.
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Kingman Estates Winery’s wines are 
from Colorado, which is one of the 
things that sets the winery apart. Be-
cause Colorado grapes are much more 
expensive than California grapes, 
they aren’t used as often. In addition, 
Kingman explains that, instead of 
purchasing grapes, many wineries 
use juice produced from all over the 
world to then make their wine. “You 
can buy 200–300 gallons of juice 
and ferment it, operating more like 
a brewery than a winery,” he says. 
“Wineries really have one shot to get 
grapes in and that’s when we process 
them, so we have a huge infrastruc-
ture with thousands of gallons of 
storage, tanks and large equipment 
to process all that.” Every part of the 
wine-making process is done at their 
winery, except growing the grapes. 

03.09.16PLAN ONE
HAUS I  STAPLETON SECTION 10 | INFINITY HOME COLLECTION

DENVER, COLORADO

...& BLOWS YOUR MIND AT 4200 SQ. FEET

03.09.16 PLAN TWO
HAUS I  STAPLETON SECTION 10 | INFINITY HOME COLLECTION

DENVER, COLORADO

03.09.16 PLAN TWO
HAUS I  STAPLETON SECTION 10 | INFINITY HOME COLLECTION

DENVER, COLORADO

L  U  X  E
JUST WHAT YOU’VE COME TO EXPECT 
FROM INFINITY, THE NEXT GREAT THING...

BEELER PARK - HURRY TO GET ON OUR VIP PRIORITY LIST
www.infi nityhomecollection.com  
Austin 303.229.7845 
or Joe 303.284.4535

Although they could pass along those extra 
costs to consumers, the couple is determined 
to keep their prices lower, starting at $16 per 
bottle. “We want people to understand and 
know there are great Colorado wines so if 
people say ‘that’s reasonable,’ they’ll buy them 
and taste them and it will help the whole 
wine industry in Colorado,” says Kingman. 
Their efforts are paying off. The winery has 
become the eighth largest in the state and 
produces 16 varieties including reds, whites 
and blends. In July, Kingman wines won two 
gold medals, two silver and one bronze at 
the Third Annual Governor’s Cup Colorado 
Wine Competition.

In addition to their commitment to using 
Colorado grapes, there are other elements 
of Kingman Estates Winery that make them 
unique. In most tasting rooms, guests stand 
at the bar, getting their tastings. At Kingman, 
guests can also have a seat at small bistro ta-

bles, being served their samples. “We think 
wine is something where you should be re-
laxed and not in a hurry so you can enjoy 
it and enjoy your friends,” says Kingman. 
They also use volunteers who anxiously 
sign up to help at various times through-
out the year crushing grapes, bottling and 
labelling. “It gives people an opportunity 
to be part of the business,” says Kingman. 
People can also join their wine club to get 
special pricing on bottles, exclusive vintag-
es, free tastings and access to wine dinners, 
a harvest festival and other special events. 

Despite the romance of living on a 
vineyard, the Kingmans are really happy 
with the way things turned out. “We 
really like the whole winery environment 
and just wanted to be part of that,” says 
Kingman. “We’re making great friends in 
the area we live in,” Kingman says. “It’s all 
good.”

Right: Doug and Karen Kingman enjoy the fruits of 
their labors—a glass of wine at their winery.

Kingman estates winery has become the eighth 
largest in the state and produces 16 varieties.
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2955 Ulster Street • 303-388-9463
Open every day at 11am. Happy hour M–F, 3:30–6:30.
Chef owned and operated. Live Jazz on Wednesdays.

DelectableEgg 

WINE DOWN WEDNESDAYS  
AT THE STAPLETON RENAISSANCE

3801 Quebec St., Denver 80207
303.336.5243

Come relax & enjoy great 
deals on bottles of wine 

and live music every 
Wednesday from 6–9pm

Just add fire!
Full service restaurant offering wood fired pizza with vegan and gluten free options 

24 craft beers • Happy Hour Mon–Fri, 2–6 & 10pm–close
BOGO pizza Sunday–Thursday • 1/2 off bottles of wine every Sunday

8351 E. Northfield Blvd., Denver, CO 80238   |   720-372-4100   |   brixxpizza.com

Northfi eld’s Best Happy Hour
Sushi, Wine & Beer Specials, 1/2 Price Sake & Appetizers

8354 Northfi eld Blvd, Denver 80238 | 303-371-4644 | www.zensushinorthfi eld.com

Open 
Mon–Sat 
11am–10pm. 
Sun 11am–9pm.
HAPPY HOUR: 
Mon–Fri, 3:30–6pm and 
Sat & Sun (bar only) 3:30–6pm.

FOOD & DRINK  

Are Libraries Outdated in a Digital World?
By Nick Hutchinson

Libraries and printed books—most 
of us grew up with them. The feel 
and smell of 

ink and paper are 
part of our collec-
tive experience. 
Spending time in 
the library stacks 
is a rite of passage 
for generations of 
readers and scholars. 
Yet libraries face in-
creasing changes as 
eBooks, computers 
and servers replace 
traditional modes of 
reading and storage. 
Despite the arrival 
of the digital age, 
however, communi-
ty libraries continue 
to thrive.

“We attract read-
ers and learners of 
all ages,” says Den-
ver Public Library 
Marketing Commu-
nications Manager 
Chris Henning. 
“In 2015, we had 
4,195,777 visits to 
our 26 locations. 
We get more than 
320,000 in-person 
visits per month 
and our Summer of 
Reading program 
attracts more than 
45,000 children who log the books they 
read and attend special programs and activi-
ties that help keep their minds active.”

“Electronic materials can be accessed 
online, so a trip to the library isn’t al-
ways required,” he adds. “We get about 
1,116,485 visits to our website per month. 
For customers who like accessing books 

online, they can browse, check out or put a 
hold on a book wherever they are—at work, on 
the go or from home.”

Despite the convenience that computers 
allow, Henning says the Denver Public Library 
is the most visited cultural institution on the 
greater Front Range. 

According to Kit Cusker of Stapleton’s Sam 
Gary Branch Library, the DPL system circu-
lated over 9 million materials in 2015, with 
the Sam Gary Branch Library lending more 

Max Makovsky (top) and an adult patron settle in to read at the Sam 
Gary library opening event in August 2012.
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F LYD ENVER . COM

Event held on the DEN Plaza located on Level 5 between Jeppesen Terminal 
and Westin Denver International Airport. #DENBeerFlights

DEN’s Third Annual Beer Flights! For $10, beer lovers can sample 10,
two-ounce servings of Colorado’s top brews—and keep the souvenir 

glass! Take the A Line Train for a quick and inexpensive journey to 
DEN, then join us on our open-air plaza to taste a variety of beers

from some amazing craft brewers …but only until October 10.

Are Libraries Outdated in a Digital World?
than 700,000 of 
those. Cusk-
er says that 
after the central 
library in down-
town Denver, 
Sam Gary is the 
most heavily 
used neighbor-
hood branch for 
DPL with more 
than 300,000 
visits during the 
first six months 
of 2016.

As communi-
ties such as Sta-
pleton continue 
to grow and 
develop, the local library also plays a critical 
role as a center for intellectual life.

“I can’t tell you how important it is for 
our residents that they live near the library,” 
says Assistant Community Director Jennifer 
Otavsky at The Grove, an apartment complex 
in Stapleton for tenants above the age of 55. 
“They visit the library for different events as 
well as just to read and continue to learn. It 
lends to the overall quality of life.”

While the draw of the library extends to 
all ages, children are among the most frequent 
library users in Stapleton.

“The Sam Gary branch offers programs for 
all ages, from birth to adults, with a strong em-
phasis on children’s programming,” says Cusker. 
“As the Stapleton neighborhood has lots of kids, 
it’s no surprise that children’s materials check 
out significantly more than adult materials.”

Librarian Susan Bertsche at Lowry’s 
Schlessman Family Branch Library is on the 
same page, so to speak. “We are currently in the 
middle of our Summer of Reading program, 
which gives us an amazing opportunity to get 
books in the hands of children. Every day we 
see children from birth all the way through 
high school light up when they get a brand-new 
book that they get to take home with them.”

As technology continues to evolve, people 
will no doubt continue to take advantage 
of what the electronic sphere has to offer, 
though the appeal of the traditional experi-
ence remains.

“Libraries walk a fine line between 
printed and online materials,” says Henning. 
“To meet the needs of customers, we need to 
offer both and continue to add electronic re-
sources as our budget allows and the demand 
warrants. Our Collection Development 
department works with our branch locations 
and monitors trends to determine what kind 
of resources are needed to make adjust-
ments. We offer classes as well as one-on-one 
help with electronic devices to get people 
comfortable with and proficient in the use of 
laptops, tablets and smartphones. We often 
find that our customers want to try reading a 
book or magazine on their devices but need 
help with the particulars. Our Community 
Technology Center at the Central Library 
and many of our branch locations help 
customers navigate this new era and become 
comfortable with the technology and process 
to access our collections.” 

Find all the neighborhood libraries at 
DenverLibrary.org

Librarian Kit Cusker sits at the front desk of the Sam Gary Library. The 
photo was taken when the library opened in August 2012.
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Halloween — Not Just for Kids

Addressing the behavioral and emotional
difficulties interfering with your child's success:

COUNSELING

Divorce/Separation

Anger Management Depression/Anxiety

TransitionsADHD

Cognitive Deficiencies

Learning Disorders

Spectrum Disorders

LEARNING SUPPORT SERVICES
Comprehensive Testing and Directed services 
for all learning challenges:

Gain the confidence and experience to enjoy 
a rewarding relationship with your child:

POSITIVE PARENTING

Performance & Success

Family Management

Discipline

Children & Teens

Sangeeta Singh, MA

www.LivingSkills.co 
720.234.0162

Sangeeta@LivingSkills.co 

WE CAN HELP

Family Centered     Kid Friendly

BEHAVIOR CONCERNS?
LIVING SKILLS

With the ease and safety of homes in close 
proximity and neighbors who welcome the 
party atmosphere, Stapleton’s sidewalks 

and streets fill with traditional ghosts and goblins on 
Halloween—along with less traditional characters like 
a stove. And the adults seem to enjoy the evening as 
much as the kids.

Mike Holtby says his wife Judy loves Halloween 
so much she flew home early from a conference in 
Florida last year to don her witch costume, green face 
paint, an iridescent green wig, broad-brimmed black 
hat with a spider on it, and black and orange striped 
stockings. Holtby says kids think he’s Dumbledor in a 
Buddhist monk’s robe he got in China. “We sit on our 
porch because the kids come so often, and so many, 

there is no point waiting for a doorbell to ring. Our porch 
is decorated with a large, swinging bat over the steps, two 
cobwebs with purple lights, and a large spider on the red 
front door. We play the Witches’ Party channel on Pandora 
for spooky music.” Holtby gave away 20 pounds of candy 
to 459 trick-or-treaters until he ran out at 8pm last year. 
And that was down from 550 in 2014.

Kevin Hennegan says, “The zombie hordes have noth-
ing on Stapleton on Halloween night!” When he lived on a 
busy street they had over 400 trick-or-treaters. Now on a 
“quieter” street, he still gets over 300 every year.

Kelly Petrash is trying to carry on a St. Louis tradition 
where kids had to “earn” their candy by providing a joke 
at the door—some would have group jokes, some had 
songs and simple performances.
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 In St. Louis, she says, this brought a lot of laughter and kids took 
pride in creating their unique joke, and they developed confidence 
as they presented them. But when she tried it here she got “a lot of 
stares.” Last year Petrash Googled “Halloween Jokes” and printed 
them out so kids could take them to other houses. “What is a ghost’s 
favorite pie? BOO-berry!“ or “What did the skeleton order at the 
restaurant? Spare Ribs!I” She says it made for a more enjoyable 
engagement with kids on her porch and adds, “Hey, kids might even 

like more houses to ask them to give a joke! Maybe we 
could promote this as a Stapleton tradition?”

Kids get so much candy Tom Unterwagner and his 
partner Steve Janousky wanted to do something dif-
ferent and special. They visit a restaurant supply store 

and buy large boxes of individually wrapped fortune 
cookies. “We give those to the kids instead of candy 
and they think it’s a really cool alternative,” says Unter-
wagner. “We also offer plastic cups of wine or beer to 
the adults and that has been a big success.”
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FOR KIDS 

Next session starts Oct 24.
We offer over 200 classes  
for you and your family. 
Register early and save big.

TREBLE MAKERS 
WELCOME!

I n  Lowr y  a t  7653  E . 1s t  P lace  •  303 .777 .1003  x2

At ISDenver, your children will reap the benefits of the bilingual 
brain, engage in innovative and collaborative learning in our 
expanded Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Music, and 
Math (STEAM) program, and complete their studies at a world-
class International Baccalaureate Middle School.

PRESCHOOL-KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, October 13, 9 - 11 a.m.

Join an international learning community  
with a growth mindset. 

Email admissions@isdenver.org  
to RSVP or schedule a tour today!

www.isdenver.org/frontporch

Enjoy your child’s party too... 
Let us plan it!

Personalized, memorable parties 
Owner Yasmin Sternbach 

303-596-2225 
FunTasticParties1@yahoo.com

Let us plan it!

Youth of  Color Share Thoughts on Cops and Creating Change
deans drive by 
in a golf cart 
and not even 
look at them, 
because they 
don’t even 
think they’re 
doing any-
thing wrong. 
Even on a 
school police 
level, people 
don’t assume 
that white 
people are do-
ing those type 
of things.”

Last year, 
Jedidiah and his twin sister, Jaida Johnson, a 
junior at East, attended the Family Leadership 
Training Institute (FLTI). A 20-week family 
civics program, FLTI integrates personal and 
child development, leadership training and 
civic partnership skills. The culminating event 
is a community project, and Jedidiah and Jaida 
chose police brutality, an issue close to their 
hearts, as the theme for their group. The goal 
was to connect and communicate with cops: 

By Melinda Pearson

When 16-year-old Jedi-
diah Johnson, who is 
African-American, was 

a freshman in high school, he and 
some friends were accused of taking 
his teacher’s Adderall pills from the 
classroom. “He told the principal…
and she called the police. The 
police came and they searched us. 
Obviously, they would have to do 
that,” says Jedidiah. But, “one of my 
friends got upset and he got into a 
fight with the police. So then one of 
the police officers grabbed me and 
two of my friends and slammed us 
into the tables and put handcuffs on 
us.” It turned out that the teacher 
had misplaced his pills in his car, 
but the incident left its mark on 
Jedidiah. He was left with a distrust 
of the police.

Such a feeling is not uncommon 
among teens of color in Denver. 

Langston Shupe-Diggs

Oct. 15—Family 
Leadership Training 
Institute Summit
“Improving Colorado Through 
Community Engagement,” is a 
day-long event to provide on-
going leadership development 
for parents and others who 
lead on behalf of children and 
families. All interested people 
are invited to attend.
     The FLTI summit will be held 
Saturday, October 15, 2016 
from 8:30am to 4:30pm at 
Children’s Hospital Colorado 
in Aurora, 13123 East 16th 
Avenue, Aurora. It is present-
ed by the Family Leadership 
Training Institute. The cost is 
$15 (grants available) and 
includes breakfast, lunch, 
registration materials, and 
Certificate of Participation. 
For more information e-mail 
lashay.canady@state.co.us or 
call 303.886.0673. Register 
at eventbrite.com > Family 
Leadership Summit.

Jan. 21 - Jun. 2017—
Family Leadership Training 
Institute (FLTI) Program
FLTI is a 20-week program that 
integrates personal and child 
development, leadership training, 
civic literacy and civic participa-
tion. The program increases your 
ability to work with and under-
stand diverse perspectives and 
helps you to be the change you 
seek. Youth (11-15) attend with a 
parent or other adult.
     Application deadline is 
January 8. Full scholarships are 
offered to the 17 youth and 28 
adults who are accepted. The 
program is held at Manual High 
School on14 Thursday evenings 
and three Saturday sessions. 
Application deadline is Jan.8. 
Interviews Oct-Dec. Benzel.
Jimmerson@denvergov.org, 720-
913-5274. Sponsored by the City 
and County of Denver, Colora-
do State University Extension, 
Colorado Department of Health & 
Environment

Although he has never personally 
been targeted by the police, Langston 
Shupe-Diggs, a junior at East High 
School who is bi-racial, can recount 
stories of black friends who seem to 
be repeatedly pulled over by police, 
while white friends get a pass. His 
black friend, De’Von, “has been 
stopped by the cops driving in his car 
at night about five times since he’s 
gotten his car - for doing nothing. 
He follows every traffic law – he 
drives better than most adults I 
know…They won’t write him a tick-
et, they’ll just look in the car and ask 
him if he’s been drinking.” 

Langston notes that the issue is 
complicated, however, because other 
stops are justified. Another black 
friend, who smokes a lot of marijua-
na, has been stopped and even arrest-
ed. While this friend complains that 
the cops are targeting him, Langston 
notes that the police are just doing 
their job, since “he actually does 
illegal things.” But, on the flip side, 
he says “I have a lot of white friends 
who smoke on campus, and I’ve seen 
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8340 Northfield Blvd. Suite 1675 • Denver, CO 80238

303.371.1110 • pigtailsandcrewcuts.com/northfield-stapleton

Exceptional Cuts. 
Big Time Fun.

MUST present coupon at checkout.  
One coupon per family.  

Not valid with other offers.  
Valid only at Northfield/Stapleton location.

For Any Haircut (save $3)
$15.95

Youth of  Color Share Thoughts on Cops and Creating Change
“We got to eat, play, and talk about the issue 
of police brutality that’s going on in our soci-
ety right now,” says Jaida. About fifteen police 
officers participated, and the group discussed 
“how the police were feeling about it, where 
they were coming from, how they feel about 
the issue and how we feel about the issue. 
They know that we’re trying to get our voice 
heard,” she says.

As a result of the 
“Youth and Cops 
Voice Opinions 
Event” they coor-
dinated on August 
6, 2016, Jaida and 
Jedidiah feel that they 
have raised awareness 
in both the com-
munity and among 
police officers. Jaida 
wants to continue 
to get the voices of 
young people heard 
through social media 
and other means, 
making sure that 
police understand the 
pain and fear that many youth of color feel. 
As for Jedidiah, “I realized all cops aren’t bad, 

just like people don’t like to be stereotyped for 
their religion or their race,” he says, “having a 
positive interaction with police, it helps kids 
out here to see that there are cops out there that 
want to protect you.” 

Sixteen-year-old Amy Garcia, who is of 
Hispanic heritage, agrees: “I feel it is incorrect 
to stereotype people, a whole group of people, 
based on a mistake. That’s an issue we deal with 

a lot nowadays,” she says, “But 
one action a police officer makes 
shouldn’t portray all police officers 
as brutal or as inhuman. The 
police officers I’ve been around are 
nothing like what is portrayed in 
the media.”  

Amy knows this from experi-
ence. The DSST: Stapleton junior 
is also a graduate of Denver’s Police 
Explorers program, a rigorous train-
ing program for youth aged 15-20 
to learn about law enforcement 
through a partnership between 
Learning for Life and the Denver 
Police Department. Police Explor-
ers complete a 100-hour Explorer 
Academy in their first year, attend 

weekly training sessions, and contribute hun-
dreds of hours of community service. 

Although 
Amy had been 
drawn to the 
field of law 
enforcement 
since child-
hood, reports 
of police 
brutality in the 
media made 
her want to 
find out more 
firsthand. She 
heard of the 
Explorers pro-
gram through 
the North-
east Denver 

Leadership Week, run by Councilman Chris 
Herndon, and joined just over a year ago. “I 
was challenged. You get to see the unfortu-
nate side of the world, but that also helped 
me to realize there’s the good, there’s the bad 
and, as police officers, you have to choose 
how you want to make the change,” she says. 

And these young people are doing more 
than just talking about issues of race and 
police brutality - each of them is commit-
ted to continuing to make progress in their 
communities as they enter adulthood. Jaida 
sees her work with FLTI as putting her on 
a “path where I can be an even bigger part 
of change” and hopes to pursue her inter-
ests in business and social media in college. 
Jedidiah, who has his sights set on college 
at Morehouse or Louisiana State University, 
wants to raise awareness in the Montbello/
Green Valley Ranch community where he 

lives, hoping to dispel misunderstanding and 
show that cops are “people just like us.”  Law 
enforcement still draws Amy, who will be the 
first in her family to go to college and wants to 
be “something big in the police department…
it’s not common for my generation now, nor 
for a female Hispanic, to have a profession like 
that,” she says.

As for Langston, he hopes to inspire young 
people to express themselves as a creative 
writing instructor and to research micro-com-
munities through graduate work in anthro-
pology. “Change is right around the corner,” 
says Langston, “I’m very hopeful for the future 
because I think that we’re only going up. We’re 
definitely not taking any steps backwards. I 
know people think we are from time to time, 
politically, but I think that we are in an era of 
such colossal social change from every walk of 
life that it’s only going to get better.”

Amy Garcia

Jaida and Jedidiah Johnson

Youth 
and cops 
shared 
concerns 
at the 
August 6 
event in 
NE Park 
Hill “Youth 
and Cops 
Voice 
Opinions.” 
Over 250 
youth, 
adults and 
cops were 
in atten-
dance. 
Jaida and 
Jedidiah 
Johnson, 
inter-
viewed for 
this article, 
helped 
organize 
the event.
Photo by Ken 
Grimes.
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THE KIDS ARE BACK IN SCHOOL, 
TIME TO GET BACK INTO THE GYM!

Call or visit our 
website to get your 

FREE 3 day trial pass.  

303-320-3033

More than
 60 group 

fitness classes
 per week!

Ages 
18 months - 

9 years
Give us a call to set up 
your FREE trial class!

303-320-3033

Come try Bladium CrossFit 
for FREE. Call us or visit

 our website to learn more.
303-320-3033

Experience the 
world's fastest 

growing fitness 
phenomenon! 

2400 Central Park Blvd., Denver, CO 80238 

www.bladiumdenver.com

GET INSPIRED, 
GET STRONGER, 

GET RESULTS!

-

You give us preselected answers to four 
questions and a $20 deposit.

1

2

Take a week to decide what you love and 
we’ll pick up the rest; or you can drop off 

at our store in Northfield Stapleton.

3

We invoice you any remaining amount 
or return any difference.

4

We put together a box of amazing styles and 
drop them off at your Stapleton front porch.

READY, SET, GET STYLED!
Everyone deserves a personal shopper & we’d love to be yours!
Tell us what you love in four quick questions and we’ll drop off 

a box full of hand-picked styles on your porch. 

NEED A SECOND OPINION?
We’ll send a stylist to your home to help you decide!

Shops @ Northfield
8216 Northfield Blvd. Unit 1345 
(across from Bath & Body Works)

juneruby@juneruby.com

New Bluff  Lake Dam 
Moves Full Steam Ahead

By Anne Hebert

Reconstruction of the Bluff Lake 
Dam is well underway—its first 
major update in 132 years—with 

improvements that will help maintain the 
water level and prevent leakage. 

The lake bottom is being dredged and 
deepened to create a better aquatic habitat, 
less permeability and to diminish algae. A 
pump is used to keep the area dry to facili-
tate the dredging process. Compact natural 
material will provide a solid bottom. A 
slurry wall made of bentonite and clay 
will extend four feet into the bedrock and 
around the perimeter to reinforce the dam.

A slide pump can pull water from the 
dam when necessary and pump water in 
when needed. Bluff Lake’s storm water pro-

cedures have been noted as best practices 
since the 1950’s.  An agreement with the 
City of Denver will allow gray water to be 
introduced into the lake.

The improvements will ensure that the 
dam will remain for generations and will 
continue to attract wildlife and various 
bird species. The improved shoreline will 
feature new native vegetation and plants.

Bluff Lake has two miles of trails, 
including the main trail that loops around 
the lake. Thousands of visitors come to 
Bluff Lake each year, including nearly 
5,000 elementary school students who 
learn to better connect with and appreciate 
nature. For more information about Bluff 
Lake Nature Center, visit www.blufflake.
org.

The bottom of Bluff Lake is being excavated and deepened to create a more hospitable nature habitat 
and lower permeability.
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© 2016 Xcel Energy Inc.

Come learn about Xcel Energy’s exciting solar energy battery 
storage project coming to your neighborhood as we look for  
new ways to integrate more solar energy onto our system. 

Find project information at  
xcelenergy.com/Energy_Portfolio/Innovation.

We look forward to seeing you there!

XCEL ENERGY’S  
STAPLETON BATTERY  

STORAGE PROJECT IS COMING.

 Date:  Thursday, November 17, 2016

 Time: 4:30–7:30 p.m.

Location: Stapleton Master Community Association (MCA)
7350 E. 29th Ave., Suite 300 
Denver, CO 80238

5x6.5_StapletonBatteryStorage_P05.indd   1 9/14/16   9:41 AM

’

New Bluff  Lake Dam 
Moves Full Steam Ahead

Left: Part of the excavated 
Bluff Lake is used as a 
drainage area and water 
source for the new dam 
slurry wall.

Below left:Water storage 
bladders are used to 
retain water that has been 
removed from the lake. 

Below right: Pumps are 
used to drain Bluff Lake. 
The pumps can remove 
water or return it to the 
lake as needed.

A bulldozer smoothes out the top of the new slurry wall that will reinforce the 132-year-old Bluff 
Lake dam.
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303.399.1488  |  3055 ROSLYN ST. #260 DENVER, CO  |  STAPLETONDENTAL.COM

NEW
STYLES,
SAME
SMILES

OPENING SOON IN THE

Stapleton Dental is exicted to announce that we’ll be moving to a 

new location this fall, in the soon to be opened Stanley Marketplace. 

We’re honored to call Stapleton home and look forward to keeping 

everyone’s smiles bright and healthy for years to come. 

CALL OR VISIT US AT OUR CURRENT LOCATION TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY.

Washed
Ashore

Above: Artist Angela Haseltine Pozzi points to “Flash,” the marlin created from flotsam, including fishing poles, 
fishing lures, Hello Kitty flip-flops, and Tonka truck tires. Below: The tiger shark, “Chompers,” weighs 850 pounds 
and is displayed at Toyota Elephant Passages Sycamore Island.

By Melinda Pearson

Widowed at the age of 47, 
artist and teacher Angela 
Haseltine Pozzi sought 

refuge and healing on the south-
ern Oregon coast at an old family 
cabin. As she walked the beach 
reflecting upon her purpose in life, 
she kept trying to ignore the vast 
quantities of plastic strewn on the 
shore. During one walk, however, at 
the high-water mark, “as far as the 
eye could see, it was a 
mosaic of plastic. A mile 
out. I was sick to my 
stomach, and I thought, 
how is it possible that 
we are destroying this?” 
she says. But at that 
moment, her purpose 
became clear.

With her experi-
ence as an artist and an 
educator, Pozzi not only 

saw the potential to make art with 
the plastic debris but also had the 
ability to bring together groups of 
people to join her in her efforts. She 
founded a nonprofit organization, 
Washed Ashore, to raise awareness 
of ocean pollution through commu-
nity-built art. From her workshop 
in Bandon, OR, Pozzi now leads 
teams of volunteers in constructing 
elaborate sculptures made entirely 
from objects that have been scav-

enged from beaches, and the project 
has processed more than 20 tons of 
material into over 70 sculptures.

Denver Zoo is the first major 
inland, non-coastal zoo to host 
an exhibit of this work, entitled 
“Washed Ashore: Art to Save the 
Sea.” On display from Saturday, 
Sept. 24 through Jan. 16, 2017, 
the 15 sea life sculptures are spread 
throughout the zoo. They are vivid, 
detailed works of art, highly crafted 

without the use of any addition-
al colorants or plastic materials, 
and each one has a name and a 
story. Displays will feature infor-
mation and interactive features, 
such as scavenger hunts where 
viewers are challenged to find 
unusual construction materials, 
like flip-flops, rubber boots, or 
lighters.

Since nearly 80 percent of the 
plastic waste found in the oceans 

originates on land, “inland popu-
lations need to realize that they’re a 
vital part of this issue,” says Pozzi. 
She and her team constructed a 
chinook salmon sculpture (“Nora”) 
on-site in Denver to draw atten-
tion to the freshwater connection 
to ocean pollution, which comes 
“from rivers, from gutters and 

streams, from creeks to oceans,” 
she notes. In fact, the works feature 
hundreds of plastic water bottles 
branded from the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, which continue to wash 
up on the West Coast eight years 
later. “Nora” will be on display near 
the river otter exhibit to raise aware-
ness of the watershed connection.

View video  at FrontPorchStapleton.com
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Children’s Eye Physicians
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ColoradoFamilyEye.com

CEPcolorado.com

EyeAlignmentColorado.com
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for Eye Alignment

    

   

  

    

  

    

      
 

  
 

Trunk Show & Customer Love
Event — October 6 from 3-7 pm

Kick  off your fall fashion with the latest in eyewear from all of
your favorite designers. Join us for food, prizes and discounts.*

Colorado Family Eye Center - Stapleton
2373 Central Park Blvd, Suite 102
Denver, CO  80238
303 597 1640

Formerly Stapleton Family Eye / Optical

*Not available with insurance benefits 

ZEAL Optics

CEP Stapleton Front Porch 6.85 x 4.75 trunk show Oct 2016.qxp_CEP - Stapleton Front Porchj  9/7/16  2:13 PM  Page 1

Left: Pozzi ad-
justs plastic bags 
on the “Anem-
one Garden” 
sculpture as it is 
being installed.

Right: Pozzi 
is shown with 
“Natasha” the 
sea turtle who is 
riding a wave 
of plastic bags 
that look like 
seafoam in the 
sculpture.

Far right: The 
yellow sea jelly, 
displayed on the 
Gates Center 
west entrance 
ceiling, is 10 
feet tall, 6 feet 
in diameter, and 
weighs 350 
pounds.

The zoo hopes to teach young 
guests “to love and value animals 
that live in the ocean,” says Brad 
Parks, the senior director of guest 
experience. “Every kid in Denver 
should be able to come here and 
get excited about sea turtles and 
realize that some of the plastic 

bags and plastic bottles that get 
away from us can actually harm 
those animals. What can we do to 
recycle, to make sure we’re good 
environmental stewards? What can 
we do to help take care of nature?” 
Many families will also be excited 
to find the sculptures integrat-

ed into the holiday Zoo Lights 
tradition.

For school groups, the zoo will 
have a self-guided field trip that 
teachers will be able to download 
from the zoo website so they can 
bring their classes and tour the zoo. 
Learning will come from observa-

tion and interaction: “Angela wants 
people to touch the sculptures, to 
get close to them. She wants to 
really have people recognize that 
what that’s made of is a plastic 
bottle that could have been yours 
or mine,” says Parks. Pozzi is 
also developing an art education 

curriculum in conjunction with the 
National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration (NOAA) that 
will be available in January 2017. 
Through her artwork, she hopes to 
teach visitors, old and young alike, 
that “everybody’s small actions come 
together to make a big difference.” 

View video  at FrontPorchStapleton.com
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FREE Wellness Events
Wellness While Expecting

November 1, 2016
5:30 – 7 p.m.

Anschutz Health and Wellness Center

INTERACTIVE EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS 
WILL INCLUDE:

Core strength exercise demonstration

Mindfulness and relaxation techniques

AND

A University of Colorado Hospital midwife and 
OB/GYN will talk about birth plan options – from 
doulas to anesthesia – to discuss with your provider. 

Space is limited. Please register by October 25 
at uchealth.org/wellnesswhileexpecting. 

Wellness With Baby

October 18, 2016
10 – 11:30 a.m.

UCHealth  Center for Integrative
Medicine, Stapleton

INTERACTIVE EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS 
WILL INCLUDE:

Infant massage

Core strength exercise demonstration

Mindfulness and relaxation techniques 

Space is limited. Please register 
by October 7 at uchealth.org/
wellnesswithbaby. 

Homes that do more.
Westminster  |  Stapleton  |  Lowry

Lone Tree  |  Castle Rock
ThriveHomeBuilders.com

You’re making 
responsible choices 

every day:

Come see what your 
healthier, energy effi cient 

new home looks like.

Your builder should 
care about the 
same things you do.

You’re making 
responsible choices 

every day:

Come see what your 
healthier, energy effi cient 

new home looks like.

Your builder should 
care about the 
same things you do.

❏ Buy local

❏ Make healthier 

    choices

❏ Save energy

Book reviews by the Denver Public Library – 
Sam Gary branch librarians

ADULT
At the Edge of the Orchard  
by Tracy Chevalier

Tracy Chevalier’s eighth histori-
cal novel introduces a family strug-
gling to establish an apple orchard 
in the heart of Ohio swamplands in 
1838. The novel bounces between 
1836 and 1856 and is told in alter-

nating voices, letters, and accounts. The characters are 
raw, the emotions real, and the details impecable. As 
one reviewer said, you can smell the apples and damp 
earth. The rich narrative and the incorporation of 
historical figures, William Lobb and John Chapman, is 
intriguing. –Emily

The Girls by Emma Cline
This mesmerizing book takes place in Cali-

fornia in the 1960s. Our protagonist is a lonely 
teenager named Evie, who sees a group of free 
spirits in the park and soon becomes caught up 
in their world. Evie strikes up a close friendship 
with an older girl named Suzanne and starts 
spending time with a soon to be infamous cult 
and their charismatic leader based on Charles 

Manson. They spend a lot of time at an abandoned ranch and Evie 
is enchanted and desperate to be accepted by 
this strange group. This is a beautifully written 
and fascinating read. –Kelly

All the Missing Girls by Megan Miranda 
This is a great little mystery told in reverse 

chronological order over two weeks that in-
cludes a current missing woman and our main 
character Nicolette’s best friend’s disappearance 

10 years earlier that was never solved. Is it possible they are 
related? Did her brother, father, or high school boyfriend have 
anything to do with it either then or now? When the bodies 
start turning up, what truths will Nick have to face? This is a 
psychological thriller in the same genre as Hawkins’ The Girl 
On The Train that will keep you guessing until the end. –Kristi

TEEN
2 Sisters: A Super-Spy Graphic Novel 
by Matt Kindt
This is a hefty book for a graphic 
novel, but it’s a quick read. Matt Kindt’s 
expressive drawings weave a narrative 
that threads multiple story lines across 
a diverse timeline, from ancient Rome, 
through the golden age of high seas 

piracy, and into a chaotic Europe deep in the throes of WWII. 
At the center of the book is Elle, a melancholy country girl 
who is recruited by His Majesty’s secret service. Violence, lies, 
and betrayal is commonplace in the life of a professional spy. 
But Elle has her own secrets. –Thane

KIDS
Raymie Nightingale 
by Kate DiCamillo
Two-time Newbery Award winning 

author Kate DiCamillo is back. Her 
latest book uses details from DiCamillo’s 
own life to tell the story of a girl who 
enters a beauty pageant after her father 
abandons her family. As she comes to grips with this loss, Ray-
mie meets new friends in unexpected places and learns that 
sometimes, life’s biggest questions have no answers. Told with 
DiCamillo’s signature quirky wit, with a mixture of the hilari-
ous and the tragic, Raymie Nightingale is a memorable story of 
friendship, Florence Nightingale, and tuna fish. –Katie

Dog Man by Dav Pilkey
Fans of Captain Underpants will rec-

ognize Dog Man from comics written by 
George and Harold within the Captain 
Underpants books. Now, Dog Man gets 
his own adventure as the world’s greatest 
detective. He’s half man, half dog, and 
ordinary criminals don’t stand a chance! 
Dog Man’s nemesis, Petey the Cat, con-
cocts dastardly plans that involve giant 

vacuum cleaners, jailbreaks, and an evil pencil that sucks all 
the words from books. Kids won’t be able to stop laughing, 
and neither will their parents. Full of cleverness, hilarity, and 
poop jokes, Dog Man is a real treat. –Katie

The Book Worm
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2016 Front Porch Election Guide

Who can register?
–Must be a citizen of the United States
–A resident of a Colorado for at least 22 days
–Must be at least 16 years old, with the under 
  standing that you must be 18 years of age to  
  be eligible to vote

Must provide a valid Colorado Driver’s License or 
Colorado ID card OR present one of the acceptable 
forms of identification for voting (acceptable ID forms 
include: valid Colorado driver’s license, valid Colo-
rado identification card, valid U.S. passport, valid 
U.S. military card, copy of current utility bill, bank 
statement, cable or phone bill, paycheck or govern-
ment check showing name and current address).

Your Vote Will Impact Future 
Generations of Coloradans
Former Colorado Chief Justice Michael Bender reminds 
voters of what it means to change the state’s constitution:

“The constitution represents “Super Law,” setting forth fun-

damental values and rights that guide us and provide the 

framework for the operation of our state government. Legislated 

laws may not contradict the overriding principles expressed in 

the constitution. To solve problems facing Colorado, legislators 

must  be nimble and responsive to the state’s immediate needs; 

but to change core values and principles stated in our constitu-

tion, change should come about only after a long, deliberative 

process with future generations foremost in our minds.”

person any time voter registration is 
permitted at a County Clerk’s Office or 
at a Voter Service Center. For a full list 
of service center locations and hours, 
download “2016_GeneralElection_Key-
DatesandLocations” at FrontPorchSta-
pleton.com

Helpful Information
–DenverVotes.org
–Denver Elections Div.: 720-913-8683
–Voter registration inquiries:  
voterregistration@denvergov.org
–Mail ballot inquiries:  
mailballot@denvergov.org
–Vote411.org  
League of Women Voters’ site. Enter 
address to build your ballot, register  
to vote and get other information. 

Voting & registration information  •  Ballot issues overview  •  Candidates  •  League of Women Voters Guide

Dates/Drop off Locations
The upcoming election is an all mail ballot. It is the 

responsibility of all voters to verify their voter registration 
record at www.govotecolorado.com.

The county clerk will start sending ballots to every 
registered voter on October 17. Early voting starts October 
24 at Voter Service and Polling Centers except on Sunday. 
Ballots must be returned by 7pm November 8.

NE Denver drop off locations, opening Oct. 24, include:
–Central Park Rec Center
–Hiawatha Davis Rec Center
–Montclair Rec Center
–Denver Museum of Nature & Science
–Christ Church United Methodist Church 

Registration & Address Change
New to Colorado, moved, or not 

yet registered?
Update your registration online at 

www.govotecolorado.com. If you have 
a Colorado driver’s license or ID card, 
you can register here until October 31, 
2016 to receive a ballot by mail. For 
registrations received from October 24 
to October 31, ballots will be mailed 
72 hours after receipt of registration.

Up to 22 days before the election 
register by mail, at a driver’s license 
exam facility, or through a voter 
registration drive. Find a link to the 
registration form at FrontPorchStaple-
ton.com.

Up to 8 days prior to the election, 
including election day, register in 

Three generations of the Bender family (back row left to right): Maryjean Hand-Bender, Tess Hand-Bender, Abby Wagner, 
1, Aviva Siegel. Front row:  Helen Hand, Mitch Siegel, 13, Liam Siegel, 6, and Michael Bender.
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A key role of our state legislators is to be 
knowledgeable about the “state of our 
state” and pass or change laws that ad-
dress current needs as times change.

Every other year we can send new 
legislators to the Capitol to suggest 
changes, study their future impact 
on the state, and vote on what they 
believe will best serve Coloradans.

sIX amendments are on the state ballot. Which do you think should become part of our constitution?

Constitutional scholars believe a con-
stitution should provide a framework to 
guide laws—and laws can be changed 
over time by the legislature. The US 
constitution is 8232 words. The Col-
orado Constitution is 72,982 words, 
with a level of detail that is not likely to 
be changed in the near future and is 
making the state more and more difficult 
to govern.

Considering this, 
how are you 
going to vote?

70
State Minimum Wage
Amends section 15 of article XVIII of the 
Colorado Constitution to increase the 
current state minimum wage from $8.31 
to $9.30 per hour beginning January 
1, 2017, increasing the minimum wage 
annually by $0.90 per hour beginning 
January 1, 2018, until it reaches $12 
per hour on January 2, 2020. It adjusts 
the minimum wage each year thereafter 
based on cost-of-living increases. Fed-
eral law allows states and cities to set 
a minimum wage at a higher level than 
federal law. The Colorado law does not 
allow a city to set a higher minimum 
wage than the state.

71   
Constitutional Amendments
Amends and adds a new sub-section 
to section 1, article V of the Colo-
rado Constitution to make it harder 
to amend the state constitution by 
establishing a geographic dispersal 
requirement on petition signatures 
(requiring that at least two percent 
of the voters in each state senate dis-
trict sign the petition) and increasing 
the threshold for voter approval from 
a simple majority (50 percent plus 
1) to 55 percent.

69
State Health Care System
Adds article XXX to the Colorado 
Constitution to provide health care 
to be known as ColoradoCare to all 
the residents of the state. Establishes 
an independent governing board 
to administer ColoradoCare. Estab-
lishes a system to finance Colorado-
Care through new taxes imposed on 
all Colorado taxpayers. Replaces 
the federal Affordable Care Act 
program (ObamaCare) in Colorado 
and allows waivers to be obtained 
from the insurance exchange pro-
gram to create a unique Colorado 
health care system.

72 
Cigarette, Tobacco Taxes
Amends article X, section 21 of the 
Colorado Constitution to increase 
cigarette and tobacco taxes, and 
distributes the new tax revenue by 
percentage formula to a variety of 
health-related programs (medical 
research, tobacco-use prevention, 
doctors and clinics in rural or 
low-income areas, veterans’ ser-
vice, etc.) The state tax on a pack 
of cigarettes would rise from $0.84 
to $2.59. The state tax on other 
tobacco products would rise from 
40 percent to 62 percent of the 
manufacturer’s retail price.

Citizen Initiated Amendments

FIVE REGIONAL/LOCAL ISSUES WILL BE DECIDED.

300 – Cannabis Consumption Pilot Program
This citizen-initiated measure would allow the city to permit a 
business or a person to allow the consumption of marijuana in 
a designated consumption area for a businesses or an event 
pursuant to certain restrictions (e.g., location not visible from 
a public right-of-way or a place where children congregate 
or within 1,000 feet of a school, evidence of support of an 
eligible neighborhood association or business improvement 
district). Requires the city to create a task force to study the 
impacts of cannabis consumption permits on the city. See page 
25 for further information.

 	
2B – Permanent Independent Monitor
The office of independent monitor, including the citi-
zen oversight board, would be strengthened by plac-
ing it within the city charter rather than by ordinance. 
As an independent watchdog, the office monitors law 
enforcement investigations, makes recommendations 
to the manager of safety, and conducts outreach 
programs to Denver communities. The independent 
monitor is appointed by the mayor with City Council 
approval. See page 26 for further information.

 	
2A – Denver Preschool Program Funding
This asks voter approval to retain and spend all 2015 
revenues from the Denver Preschool program originally 
approved by the voters on Nov. 4, 2014. Under the 
Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TABOR), another vote is required 
when revenues exceed prescribed limits, as occurred in 
this case. See page 26 for further information.

T 
Repeal Slavery Exception
Amends article II, section 26 of the 
Colorado Constitution by removing 
archaic language that allows the use 
of “slavery” and “involuntary servi-
tude” (forced labor) when used as a 
punishment for persons convicted of 
a crime.

Amendments Referred  by the Legislature
Amendments to the Colorado Constitution 
may be referred to the voters by a two-
thirds vote of both houses of the General 

Amendments to the Colorado Constitution may be proposed by citizens 
using the initiative process. They are identified by a title and number.  

Further information about these amendments is listed under the 
heading “Constitutional Initiatives” on page 23 and 24.

CITY & COUNTY OF DENVER

UNDERSTANDING THE 2016 Ballot Questions: 

The original Colorado constitution, with pages 
encased in plastic, can be viewed in the Supreme 
Court library of the Colorado Judicial Center. It took 
effect in 1876 and now has 152 amendments. By 
comparison, the U.S. constitution was ratified in 
1788 and has 27 amendments.

Honest,  Attentive, Results-Oriented Realtor®

Call for your FREE Home Seller’s Guide  
plus receive a Complimentary Stager’s Plan*
*With the listing of your house, limited-time offer

Ming-Ming Griffin (Stapleton Resident)
303-888-6535 * MingMingGriffin@kw.com

5000 E Alameda Ave
Denver CO 80246

303-388-4678
www.augustanadenver.org

Worship: 
8 am | 10:30 am

Bad spellers are welcome 
at Augustana.

See who else is welcome at
www.augustanadenver.org.
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GREEN VALLEY RANCH: 
Oakwood New Construction...

FEATUREDHOMES

FindYourSpace@me.com
Selling. Buying. Relocating.

because experience matters

DU: New Construction 
3 Bdrm/4 Bath  $565,000

U/CU/C
for Buyer

CENTENNIAL: Park View Meadows

5194 S. Liverpool Way
3+ BDRM/ 2 BATH

- $315,000 - 

GREEN VALLEY RANCH: 
3 Bdrm/3 Bath  $285,000

INVESTOR’S SPECIAL: 
6800 Tennessee, #611 

3 BDRM/ 2 BATH- Fully Remodeled
-  $172,000  -

FOR
SALE

FOR
SALE

SOLDU/C
Brought

the Buyer...
U/C

Colorado is a state with one of the easiest 
processes for amending its constitution— 
a simple majority vote; same process for 
amendments as for statutes; no requirement 
that signatures be gathered statewide.

One result of these citizen amendments is that 
Colorado is the only state where legislators 
cannot raise taxes and control revenue.

sIX amendments are on the state ballot. Which do you think should become part of our constitution?

Colorado is now hamstrung by conflict-
ing amendments that both limit revenue 
and require increased spending. The 
combination of these “direct democ-
racy” amendments severely limits the 
ability of our elected representatives to 
legislate tax and spending decisions 
that affect services to Coloradans.

106 
Medical Aid in Dying
Adds a new section of article 48 
to title 25 of the Colorado Revised 
Statutes to permit any mentally 
capable adult Colorado resident 
to request and receive from a 
physician a prescription for a 
medical aid-in-dying medication 
for self-administration to shorten 
the dying process. The physician 
must confirm the individual’s 
mental competence and that the 
request is voluntary. The individual 
must request the medication twice 
orally and then once in writing in 
front of two witnesses.

107 
Presidential Primary
Amends the Colorado Revised Statutes to 
establish a presidential primary to be held 
in March of each presidential election 
year (as was done most recently in 1992, 
1996 and 2000). Allows unaffiliated 
voters to participate in the presidential 
primary without affiliating with a political 
party. This proposal does not change the 
existing primary election in Colorado held 
in June for other state, federal and local 
offices.  Neither does the proposition 
prevent political parties from holding 
caucuses.  However, parties will no lon-
ger use caucuses to determine the party’s 
choice for presidential nominee.

108 
Primary Elections
Amends the Colorado Revised Statutes 
to allow voters who are not affiliated 
with a political party to vote in a 
non-presidential primary election (Colo-
rado holds primary elections that select 
party nominees for state, county and 
national offices, other than President, on 
the last Tuesday in June of even-num-
bered years). It also allows political 
parties to choose to not hold an open 
primary election if approved by at least 
three-fourths of the total membership 
of the party’s state central committee. 
Instead, the parties could select candi-
dates at an assembly or convention.

Citizen Initiated Statutes

3A – Mill Levy Override
This referral from the Denver Public School Board would allow DPS to raise $56.6 million for 
educational purposes (e.g., childhood reading, mental health programs, expanding technology 
access, teacher recruitment and support). Voter approval is required to raise the mill levy, which 
would increase annual taxes on a $330,000 home by about $110/year. See page 26.

Voter-approved restrictions and federal mandates 
increasingly constrain state legislators. In the 
2016-17 state budget, just 5.3 percent of the 
general fund revenues remained after allocating 
funds for the four largest expenditures and 
general government (.9%).

Changes to the Colorado Revised Statutes may be proposed by citizens using the initiative process. They are 
known as “Propositions” and are identified by title and number. Although approved by voters, changes to the 
statutes may subsequently be made by the legislature. See “Constitutional Initiatives” on pages 24-25.

U 
Possessory Interests Tax 
Exemption
Amends article X, section 3 of the 
Colorado Constitution to eliminate 
property taxes for individuals and 
businesses who derive a benefit 
worth not more than $6,000 a 
year (adjusted in the future for 
inflation) from government-owned 
real property (e.g., grazing rights 
on government land) because the 
cost of collection exceeds the tax 
revenue.

Amendments Referred  by the Legislature

4B
Reauthorization of SCFD
Re-authorizes the collection of the 0.1 
percent sales and use tax that funds the 
seven county, metro-area SCFD grant 
program supporting regional scientific, 
cultural and arts organizations, extending 
the tax to June 30, 2030. It adjusts the 
formula for distribution of the tax revenues 
to provide additional revenues to smaller 
organizations. The district was created in 
1988 and the tax was renewed in 1994 
and 2004. Each county receives funds in 
proportion to the tax collected there. Dis-
trict excludes Castle Rock and Larkspur. 

Referred measure 
from special district
Question referred to the voters by 
the Scientific and Cultural Facilities 
District board of directors. See p. 25

FIVE STATUTES ARE ON THE BALLOT.  Which should become law?

DENVER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Assembly. Further information about 
these amendments is listed under the 
heading “Referenda” on page 23.  

3B – $572 Million Bond Issue
This referral from the DPS Board would allow DPS debt to be increased $572 million for school 
maintenance and repairs, air conditioning, additional schools and classrooms, lab upgrades, secu-
rity upgrades, and expanding early childhood programs. The bond question will not raise current 
taxes—it will maintain the current mill levy for bond payments. See page 26.

Am
end

ment
s

What did all those petitions mean and shall I vote for them?
But in Colorado there is an easy way to 
get around this process—amendments 
on the ballot. Voters can amend the 
constitution without studying the fiscal 
impact or unintended consequences.

General
Total Fund $9.99 Billion

K-12 education, human services/health 
care, corrections/judicial, higher education, 
general government.
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RUN 
WITH THE 
BIG DOGS

At RK, you’ll never have to stay on the 
porch because RK is growing rapidly and 
helping to shape the Denver skyline, 
so there are always opportunities to 
advance your career. 

We’ve got great 
benefits and job 
security, so you 
and your family 
will have it 
made when you 
join our fiercely 
loyal pack.

RK’s headquarters 
is located in Stapleton, 
so you could work close 
to home!

• Competitive wages
• In-house training programs
• Excellent medical, dental and vision 

insurance options
• RK Wellness program with incentives that 

reduce health insurance costs
• 401(k) retirement savings plan with 

generous employer matching

HIRING NOW!
Billing Specialist, CAD Designers, 
Corporate Resource Engineer, Customer 
Account Manager, HR Generalist, IT 
Help Desk, Logistics Manager, Project 
Managers, Sales and more. 

JOIN THE PACK
rkmi.com/careers|rkjobs@rkmi.com 
1-855-475-5627

MECHANICAL       
SERVICE 
STEEL 
ENERGY 
WATER 
ELECTRICAL 
MISSION CRITICALrkmi.com

ONE-HOUR 

$5995*

A
$99.95
VALUE!

Northfield Stapleton | 303-574-0150 
8370 Northfield Blvd. • Suite 1775

Next to Victoria’s Secret
*Offer expires 11-30-2016. Sessions include time for consultation and dressing. Rates and services may vary by location. 

Independently Owned & Operated. ©2016 Hand & Stone Corp. Franchises Available.

$10 OFF**

Bring in this coupon to receive...

**Must present coupon. $10 off valid with purchase of Pumpkin Facial upgrade. 
Offer expires: 11-30-2016. ©2016 Hand & Stone Corp. 

M A S S A G E  A N D  F A C I A L  S P A

®

2016 CANDIDATES* 
                        *in the Front Porch Distribution area

FEDERAL OFFICES
President of the U.S.

___Hillary Clinton (D) – www.HillaryClinton.com/Go
___Donald Trump (R) – www.secure.donaldjtrump.com
___Gary Johnson (Libertarian)  – www.johnsonweld.com

___Jill Stein (G) – www.jill2016.com/

United States Senator
___Michael Bennet (D) – www.bennet.senate.gov/
___Darryl Glenn (R) – www.electdarrylglenn.com
___Arn Menconi (G) – www.menconi.us 
___Lily Tang Williams (L) – www.lily4liberty.com

Rep. to the 115th U.S Congress – District 1
___Diana DeGette (D) – www.degette.com
___Charles “Casper” Stockham (R) – www.casperforcolorado.com
___Darrell Dinges (L)

STATE OFFICES
Regent of the Univ. of Colorado – At Large

___Alice Madden (D) – www.madden4cu.com

___Heidi Ganahl (R) – www.heidiganahl.com

Regent of the Univ. of Co. – Congressional District 1
___Jack Kroll (D) – www.krollforcolorado.com

___Jennifer Qualteri (R) – www.qualteri4regent.com

State Senator – District 31
[State Senate District 31 includes Lowry, E. Montclair, Montclair and Mayfair]

___Lois Court (D) – www.loiscourt.com

___Bob Lane (R) – www.laneforcolorado.com

State Senator – District 33
[State Senate District 31 includes Stapleton and Park Hill]

___Angela Williams (D) – www.angela4colorado.com
___Raymon Doane (R ) 

State Representative – District 6
[House District 6 includes all of Lowry, E. Montclair, Montclair and Mayfair]

___Chris Hansen (D) – www.hansonforcolorado.com

State Representative – District 7
[House District 7 – Park Hill from Quebec to Monaco and all of Stapleton except  

two precincts just north of Montview and east of Central Park Blvd.]

___James Rashad Coleman (D) – www.colemanforcolorado.com

State Representative – District 8
[House District 8 – all of Park Hill from Locust to Colorado Blvd., Hale, East Colfax,  
and two precincts in Stapleton just north of Montview and east of Central Park Blvd]

___Leslie Herod (D) – www.leslieherodforcolorado.com

___Evan J. Vanderpool (R) – www.votevanderpool.com

District Attorney – 2nd Judicial District
___Beth McCann (D) – www.mccannfordenverda.com
___Helen Morgan (U)

RTD  District A  [Lowry, Mayfair, Montclair]
___Regan Byrd – Facebook.com/regan4rtd
___Kate Williams
___Aaron Goldhammer
___Mike Cerbo
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Open
House

• 9:00 Welcome
• 9:15 Campus Tours
•	10:00	 Comments	&	Questions
• 10:15 Panel Discussion

What

St. Anne’s
Dining Hall
2701 S. York Street 
Denver, CO 80210

Where

Friday,
November 4
9 to 11am

When

2016

Come for a tour of our picturesque campus, including 
our new dining hall and performing arts spaces. 

RSVP  
Marcia 303.756.9481 x210 or st-annes.org/open-house-rsvp
If	you	are	unable	to	attend	the	Open	House	but	would	like	to	schedule	
a tour of St. Anne’s Episcopal School, please contact the Admissions 
Office	at	303.756.9481 x210 or visit our website: st-annes.org.

(continued on page 24)

Colorado League of Women Voters
GUIDE TO STATE BALLOT ISSUES

REFERENDA
AMENDMENT T
No Exception to Involuntary 
Servitude Prohibition
An amendment to article II, section 26 of 
the Colorado Constitution which would 
remove the exception that allows the 
use of slavery and involuntary servitude 
when used as a punishment for persons 
convicted of a crime.

Major Provisions:
Eliminates the exception which allows the 
use of slavery and involuntary servitude as 
punishment for the conviction of a crime.

Background:
The language of article II, section 26 is 
consistent with the 13th Amendment to 
the US Constitution passed in 1865. It 
also prohibited slavery and involuntary 
servitude, except as punishment for a 
crime for which a person was found 
guilty. Twenty-five states do not have this 
slavery language in their constitutions.

Court decisions have approved 
work requirements as part of criminal 
sentences for incarceration in prison, 
community service and probation, based 
on provisions of the US and Colorado 
Constitutions.

The Colorado Correctional Industries 
currently employs more than 1800 
inmates.  Colorado Department of 
Corrections work programs are not 
compulsory, but an inmate’s refusal to 
work may impact eligibility for prison 
privileges and parole.  

The Colorado Legislature’s resolution re-
ferring this measure to the voters expressly 
provides that the Legislature does not intend 
to withdraw legitimate work opportunities 
from convicted persons, but only to prevent 
compulsory labor by such persons.

Those in favor say:
The language to be eliminated is archa-
ic. It was written in the 19th Century, 
when not all people were treated with 
human dignity or even considered 
human. Freedom and equality are fun-
damental human values which should be 
reflected in the Colorado Constitution.

Those opposed say:
Work programs have a legitimate place 
in the correctional system.  Prison work 
programs build skills and help reduce 
recidivism, and provide a structure and 
purpose for offenders.  Community 
service and probation work requirements 
engage offenders in a positive way 
with the community and help offenders 
make amends for their criminal conduct. 
Legal challenges under Amendment T 
could jeopardize these beneficial work 
practices. 

AMENDMENT U
Exempt Certain Possessory 
Interests from Property Tax
A referred amendment to article X, 
section 3 of the Colorado Constitution to 
eliminate property taxes for individuals 
and businesses who derive a benefit 
worth not more than $6,000 a year from 
government-owned real property.

Major Provisions:
—Eliminates property tax for businesses 
and individuals who derive a benefit 
worth $6,000 or less from the use of 
government-owned real property; and 
–—Adjusts the exemption amount every 
two years to keep up with inflation. 

Background: 

Colorado does not tax real property 
owned by government entities (national, 
state and local). The Constitution, 
however, does impose a property tax 
on individuals and businesses that rent, 
lease or have other rights to use govern-
ment property (a “possessory interest”). 
That property tax is based on the actual 
value of the possessory interest. 

A possessory interest allows an 
entity to occupy, use, or control a plot 
of land but does not include ownership 
of the land. Common examples of 
possessory interests are ranchers who 
lease grazing rights on government 
land and rafting companies who use 
public waterways.  

This proposal creates a new exemp-
tion from property tax for individuals 
and businesses who receive a benefit 
of no more than $6,000 or less from 
their possessory interests in government 
land. If approved, the exemption would 
go into effect for property tax years 
beginning January 1, 2018. After that, 
the exemption threshold of $6,000 can 
be increased in odd-numbered years to 
reflect changes in inflation. Projections 
indicate that the amendment would 
result in a total reduction of property 
taxes of up to $125,000 per year from 
all possessory interests in the state. 

Those in favor say:
Colorado counties pay more to collect 
and administer property taxes on 
possessory interests below the $6000 
threshold than they receive from those 
taxes.  For example, a lease valued at 
$5,000 to graze cattle on federal land 
may result in a property tax of $25 (de-
pending on local tax rates).  The county 
tax authority must pay administrative 
costs to collect, maintain tax rolls, and 
enforce the tax. The proposed amend-
ment recognizes that it does not make 
economic sense to pay more to collect 
a tax than the tax amount received. 

Those opposed say:
The proposal is contrary to the Colora-
do Constitution requirement that taxes 
be charged uniformly for all taxpayers.  
The proposed exemption for small 
property tax amounts opens the door 
to more exemptions in the future. It also 
unfairly benefits those individuals and 
businesses whose possessory interests 
in government property are below the 
$6000 threshold. The reduction in prop-
erty tax revenue to each county – even 
though small, will unfairly shift the tax 
burden to all other property taxpayers. 

CONSTITU-
TIONAL  
INITIATIVES
AMENDMENT 
69
Statewide Health-
care System
Adds article XXX to the Colo-
rado Constitution to provide 
health care to the residents 
of the state.

Major provisions:
—Provides access to 
affordable health care to all 
residents of Colorado;
—Establishes a governing 
board, first appointed and 
later elected, to administer 
Colorado health care;
—Creates a taxing system to 
finance ColoradoCare;
—Allows waivers to be 
obtained from the insurance 
exchange program to create a 

unique Colorado health care system.

Background:
At this time, most Coloradans get their 
health care from private insurance com-
panies or federal insurance programs. 
The Affordable Care Act (Obama Care) 
requires most people to have health 
insurance or face a tax penalty. While 
many Coloradans get their insurance 
through their employer, some people 
purchase private insurance through an 
insurance agent, the Colorado Health 
Benefit Exchange or directly from an in-
surance company. This proposal would 
create ColoradoCare as a unique 
Colorado health care system. It is a 
political subdivision of the state which is 
not under control of any department or 
agency in the state.

Board: 
The board that will administer the 
health care system in Colorado will 
initially be appointed by the president 
of the Senate, the minority leader of the 
Senate, the Speaker of the House, the 
minority leader of the House, and the 
governor, each of whom shall appoint 
three trustees. The appointments will 
occur within 60 days after the effective 
date of the article. It allows the interim 
board to establish by-laws, procedures 
and rules of operation, to adopt a 
budget, to hire employees, to seek a 
waiver to suspend the operation of the 
Colorado Health Benefit Exchange, and 
to divide the state into seven compact, 
contiguous and relatively equal districts.
The interim board shall schedule an 
election of the 21-member permanent 
board within three years of the date 
the proposal takes effect. Three trustees 
will be elected for four year terms from 
residents in each of the seven districts. 
The election will be non-partisan, each 
trustee may serve only two consecutive 
terms and trustees are not subject to 
recall. Once elected, the board will hire 
a CEO, a CFO, and a Chief Medical 
Officer.  The board will establish a 
central purchasing authority, separate 
ombudsmen offices for providers and 
beneficiaries, and an office for preven-
tion of fraud. The board will work to 
ensure financial stability and determine 
rules for independent annual perfor-
mance and financial audits.

Health care benefits: 
The board will contract with providers 
to provide primary, specialty, hospital, 
prescription drugs, durable medical 
equipment, behavioral health treatment, 

emergency and urgent care services, re-
habilitation services, pediatric care, lab-
oratory services, maternity and newborn 
care, and palliative and end-of-life care. 
Workers’ Compensation, Medicaid, and 
the Children’s Basic Health Plan funds 
will be administered by ColoradoCare. 
Medicare, military and veteran’s health 
care programs and other federal health 
care programs will continue to exist. 
ColoradoCare will offer supplemental 
coverage for these plans. The program 
will not charge beneficiaries deductibles, 
copayments for preventative and primary 
care services, and will allow beneficia-
ries to choose their own primary care 
providers.

Funding: Financing of ColoradoCare 
shall begin on July 1 of the year follow-
ing the date this provision takes effect. 
The payments initially will be lower, tran-
sitional payments and then 30 days prior 
to ColoradoCare assuming responsibility 
for health care payments, the Colora-
do Department of Revenue will begin 
collecting higher, permanent payments. 
The permanent health care payments will 
consist of 6.67% of the total payroll of 
employers, 3.33% of payroll income of 
each employee, and 10% of all non-pay-
roll income from all beneficiaries. If the 
board determines higher premiums are 
necessary, the premium taxes can be 
raised only once a year after approval 
by a majority of the members of Colora-
doCare. ColoradoCare would be exempt 
from TABOR requirements (article X, 
section 20). An individual must pay the 
health care premium regardless of wheth-
er they use ColoradoCare insurance.

The Legislature, in the first regular 
session after the adoption of this article, 
shall pass legislation to allow the Depart-
ment of Revenue to levy taxes to fund 
ColoradoCare, to suspend operations of 
the Colorado Health Benefit Exchanges, 
to transfer responsibility for adminis-
tering Medicaid and the Children’s 
Basic Health Plan to Colorado Care, to 
repeal the Workers’ Compensation Act 
of Colorado, and any other legislation 
necessary to implement this proposal.

Any part of the act that is declared 
unconstitutional shall be severed from 
the remainder of the proposal. Colora-
doCare can be shut down if waivers and 
agreements from the federal government 
are not sufficient to make its operation 
fiscally sound.

Those in favor say;
1. ColoradoCare will cover everyone.  
This proposal will make sure that all Col-

orado residents will have affordable, 
lifetime health care, including mental 
and behavioral health care.  Residents 
will no longer have confusing yearly en-
rollment dates for their insurance plans. 
This proposal will allow Coloradans 
to choose their primary care providers 
and if they wish, keep the insurance 
that they currently have, however they 
will have to pay the tax. Those who 
have Medicare, federal insurance 
plans, military and veterans plans can 
use ColoradoCare for supplemental 
care.

2. ColoradoCare will expand access 
and improve the quality of health 
benefits that residents receive. Children 
will receive dental, vision, and hearing 
coverage. The proposal will provide 
health care to all residents regardless of 
their financial circumstances. Residents 
will no longer have to worry about 
declaring bankruptcy to take care of 
high medical bills.

3. ColoradoCare will save money for 
most residents. Out-of-pocket expenses 
will be reduced because there will be 
no deductibles or copayments for pri-
mary and preventative care visits. This 
measure allows ColoradoCare mem-
bers to control tax increases because 
future increases must be approved 
by a majority vote of ColoradoCare 
members. This health care plan will 
cut administrative costs,  and eliminate 
bureaucracy and fraud. Coloradans 
who currently have no insurance will no 
longer have to use expensive emergen-
cy rooms for their health care needs. 

Those opposed say:
1. ColoradoCare would raise $25 
billion in new taxes to fund a state-lev-
el, government health care system. 
This would give Colorado the highest 
income tax rate in the country. For 
context, the entire state budget is about 
$27 billion. All Coloradans would pay 
this new tax, whether ColoradoCare 
is their primary source of health care 
or not. This hurts seniors, members of 
the military, small business, jobs and 
our economy. And it would inevitably 
hamper the state’s ability to make 
investments in other vital priorities such 
as education and transportation.

2. ColoradoCare will be run by an 
unaccountable board of 21 politicians 
with no guarantee of content area 
expertise, political balance or diversity. 
It would be the only group of elected 
officials in the state not subject to 
public recall. That board would have 
the authority to decide what treatments 
and medications are covered, what 
you pay out-of-pocket for those benefits, 
and how much providers are paid. It 
provides virtually no state oversight, 
jeopardizing patient protection. By cre-
ating so much 
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flux and uncertainty, ColoradoCare 
could drive the best and the brightest 
doctors out of Colorado and put local 
clinics and hospitals out of business. 
Decisions about our health care are too 
important to leave to inexperienced, 
unaccountable politicians

3. This first-of-its-kind health care system 
will be locked into the state’s consti-
tution making it nearly impossible to 
fix, or even update it in the future. It is 
irresponsible to put another complex 
policy into our state’s constitution.

AMENDMENT 70
State Minimum Wage
An initiated amendment to section 15 
of article XVIII of the Colorado Constitu-
tion that would adjust the current state 
minimum wage.

Major Provisions
—Increases the state minimum wage 
from $8.31 to $9.30 per hour begin-
ning January 1, 2017;
—Expands the minimum wage annually 
by $.90 per hour beginning January 1, 
2018, until it reaches $12.00 per hour 
on January 1, 2020;
—Adjusts the minimum wage each year 
after January 1, 2021 based on cost- 
of- living increases.

Background:
The federal minimum wage is currently 
set at $7.25 per hour for most workers 
and $2.13 for workers who receive 
tips. It was last increased in 2009. 
Colorado’s current minimum wage 
provision was adopted in 2006. The 
minimum wage was set at $6.85 on 
January 1, 2007 for most workers and 
$3.83 for those who receive tips. Only 
$3.02 of tip income may be used to 
offset the minimum wage of employees 
who regularly receive tips. The law 
requires that the minimum wage be 
adjusted each year up or down for 
changes in inflation. It is currently set at 
$8.31 for most workers. The workers 
most likely to be paid the minimum 
wage include retail salespersons, food 
service workers, child care workers, 
janitors, and home health aides. 

Those in favor say:
1. Low-wage workers are falling farther 
behind in Colorado. Full-time minimum 
wage workers currently earn $17,000 
annually, which is under $300 a week 
after taxes. The minimum wage has not 
kept up with the cost of living, especial-
ly housing.  The majority of Colorado 
workers who make less than $12 an 
hour are women and 86 percent are 
over the age of 20, many supporting 
families. It isn’t enough to live on and 
raising the minimum wage would help 
people make ends meet.   

2. When people have more money 
in their pockets, they spend it on Main 
Street and our communities thrive. 
Research consistently shows that raising 
the minimum wage gradually over time, 
as this proposal does, has little or no 
effect on jobs or prices, even in sectors 
most likely to hire minimum wage work-
ers. Low and middle income workers 
are more likely to spend pay increases 
in the community helping local Colora-
do businesses and the economy.   

Those opposed say:
1. Small businesses will be hit hardest 
by a 44% increase in the minimum 
wage, leaving them little choice but 
to let go or reduce the hours of low-
wage workers, cut hours of operation, 
increase prices, or even close. Colora-
do’s minimum wage has gone up 61% 
in the last 10 years and will continue 
to rise with inflation every year, but 
another 44% goes too far for small and 
family-owned businesses.
2. This proposal is unfair for rural 

Colorado, where the cost of living is 
different from large metro areas. Small 
businesses in rural Colorado simply 
can’t afford to pay as much as stores 
in urban areas of the state. This will 
hurt many of the very same people it 
is meant to help.  A recent economic 
study found that a 44% increase in the 
Colorado minimum wage could elimi-
nate 90,000 jobs and reduce wages 
by $3.9 billion per year by 2022.

.

AMENDMENT 71
Requirements for Initiated 
Constitutional Amendments
An amendment to section 1, article V 
which amends and adds a new section 
to make it harder to amend the Colora-
do Constitution.

Major Provisions: 
—Makes it more difficult to amend the 
Colorado Constitution by requiring that 
at least 2% of the voters in each state 
senate district sign the petition; 
—Calls for at least a 55% yes vote cast 
by Colorado voters to become part of 
the Colorado Constitution;
—Determines that the 55% yes vote 
requirement shall not apply to an 
initiated constitutional amendment that 
would repeal a current provision of the 
Colorado Constitution. The requirement 
for repealing an existing provision in 
the constitution would continue to be a 
50% majority vote.

Background:
An initiative process to change the 
Colorado Constitution and Colorado 
statutory law passed by popular vote 
in 1910 and was first available to the 
voting public in 1912.  Since that year, 
70 total initiatives have been adopted 
by the voting public: 44 that amended 
the state constitution and 26 that have 
changed or added to statutory law. By 
contrast, the United States Constitution 
has been amended only 27 times.  
Currently in Colorado, the initiative 
process is the same whether the result 
is an amendment to the constitution or 
a change to state statutes. The same 
number of signatures is required and 
the same approval by a simple majority 
vote. This proposal would require a 
55% vote for any new constitutional 
amendments. Any provision currently in 
the constitution could be repealed by a 
50% majority vote.

Those in favor say:
1. It should be more difficult to amend 
the state constitution than to change 
state law. The constitution is a foun-
dational document where changes 
made are nearly impossible to reverse. 
Requiring 55% of the vote for passage 
of a new constitutional amendment 
ensures broad public support for what 
is likely a permanent addition to the 
state constitution.
2. The current lack of a geographic 
requirement for petition signatures 
allows the most populous metropolitan 
communities to dictate access to the 
ballot for constitutional amendments 
to the exclusion of the rest of the state.  
Requiring signatures from each state 
senate district will ensure citizens across 
the state a voice in determining which 
measures reach the ballot. 

Those opposed say
1. If a proposal is needed to correct 
an existing constitutional provision, the 
correction or “fix” will be more difficult 
to place on the ballot because of new 
more stringent signature requirements. 
Creating two thresholds to approve 
constitutional changes, a simple ma-
jority (50%) for the repeal of existing 
provisions, but a super majority (55%) 
to pass a new constitutional amendment  
may confuse voters and raise legal 
problems leading to litigation.  
2. Requiring 2% of petition signatures 

from each senate district in the state will 
make the process more expensive, more 
difficult and could discourage citizen grass-
roots participation. It could allow one part 
of the state to block proposals with strong 
support everywhere else in the state.

AMENDMENT 72
Increase in Cigarette Tax
An initiated amendment to section 21 
of the Colorado Constitution to increase 
cigarette and tobacco taxes.

Major Provisions:

—Raises the state tax on a pack of ciga-
rettes from $0.84 to $2.59;
—Increases the state tax on other tobacco 
products from 40 percent to 62 percent 
of the manufacturer’s retail price; 
—Distributes the new tax money for med-
ical research, tobacco-use prevention, 
doctors and clinics in rural or low-income 
areas, veterans’ services, and other 
health-related programs; 
—Exempts revenue from this from the 
state’s constitutional revenue limit.

Background:
Every pack of cigarettes sold in Colorado 
includes $1.01 federal and $.84 state 
taxes. Colorado’s excise tax on cigarettes 
is ranked number 33 out of the 50 states. 
The highest state tobacco tax is $4.35 a 
pack in New York. The lowest is $.17 per 
pack in Missouri.

In 2015, $197.9 million in cigarette 
and tobacco taxes were collected in 
Colorado. The proposal would increase 
the amount to $315 million per year. 
The money raised would increase health 
services for those affected by tobacco use 
and raise funds for research and smoking 
cessation programs. Of the $.84 state tax 
on a pack of cigarettes, $.64 is required 
to be spent on health-related programs as 
identified in the state constitution, as well 
as on disease prevention and treatment.   

Since 1973, no local government 
has collected taxes on cigarettes but they 
have collected taxes on other tobacco 
products. These products, such as cigars, 
pipe tobacco, snuff, dip, and chewing 
tobacco are taxed by Colorado at 40% 
of the manufacturer’s retail price.  Half of 
this amount is spent on the same health 
programs as the cigarette tax while 
the other half is spent on other state 
government programs. E-cigarettes are 
not taxed.

Those in favor say:
1. Smoking is the number one cause of 
preventable death in Colorado, killing 
more than 5,000 Coloradans and 
adding $1.9 billion in health care costs a 
year. Smoking reduction has occurred but 
there are still over 650,000 adults and 
almost 24,000 high school students who 
smoke. The current 84-cent tax is lower 
than most states and in today’s economy 
it does not make a significant impact on 
reducing smoking. Nearly every state in 
the country has passed cigarette tax in-
creases, resulting in lower smoking rates, 
especially among kids, and increased 
funding for important health programs. 
2. The proposed $1.75/pack increase in 
Colorado will prevent more than 34,000 
kids from becoming smokers, save over 
20,000 lives and prevent $1.4 billion in 
future health care costs. This is the most 
effective way to fight this deadly problem 
and stop more kids from getting addicted. 

Those opposed say:
1. This proposal will raise the Colorado 
tax far above the national average, 
and any new taxes are not necessary. 
Unless a new amendment is passed, this 
tax cannot be changed if the need for 
funds exceeds revenues. There will be a 
decreased revenue stream if consumption 
declines and state program spending 
may not be ready for this decrease. This 
is a regressive tax because the fixed 
amount of tax on a pack of cigarettes 
represents a larger share of the income of 
low-income smokers than of the wealthy 
and because low-income individuals are 
more likely to smoke.
2. High excise taxes may increase 
smuggling from neighboring states with 
lower taxes; this activity may encourage 

corruption among public officials and 
trigger violence against people, proper-
ty and police, as well as increase law 
enforcement needs.

PROPOSITION 106
Medical Aid in Dying
An initiated proposition adding a 
new section of article 48 to title 25 
of the Colorado Revised Statutes to 
allow an adult resident of Colorado to 
request and receive from a physician a 
prescription for a medical aid-in-dying 
medication for self-administration.

Major Provisions:
—Allows an individual who is a Colora-
do resident, 18 years old, mentally com-
petent, and who is diagnosed with a 
terminal illness, and has a prognosis of 
six months or less to live, to request an 
aid-in-dying medication for self-adminis-
tration from the attending physician;
—Provides that the individual must 
request the medication twice orally and 
then once in writing in front of two wit-
nesses, who can attest that the request 
is voluntary and that the individual is 
mentally competent;
—Requires the attending physician, 
after determining the patient is mentally 
competent and the request is voluntary, 
to refer the patient to a consulting 
physician; 
—Requires the consulting physician to 
confirm the diagnosis and prognosis 
and to confirm mental competence and 
that the request is voluntary;
—Determines the patient must be aware 
of alternative treatments and the risks of 
aid-in-dying medication;
—Refers those determined to be suffer-
ing a mental disorder to a competent 
mental health professional for counsel-
ing;
—Establishes criminal penalties for 
causing an individual’s death by 
forgery, coercion, undue influence, or 
destroying or hiding a cancellation of a 
request for aid-in-dying medication;
—Provides that when a death has 
occurred by self-administration of an 
aid-in-dying medication, the physician 
signing the death certificate must list the 
underlying terminal illness as the cause 
of death.

Background:
Prior to World War II, although eutha-
nasia had been widely discussed, no 
state allowed a physician to assist a 
person in ending his/her life.  However, 
as improved medical care allowed the 
extension of life even though the patient 
was unconscious, and as anxiety over 
extending life through highly technical 
means increased, concern over the 
rights of patients to control their own 
treatment and their right to refuse treat-
ment and die also increased. Soon, the 
discussion also included the concept of 
allowing a terminally ill patient to self- 
administer an aid-in-dying medication 
with some restrictions. (Restrictions for 
this proposal are outlined in the major 
provisions above.)

In 1994, Oregon passed a Death 
with Dignity law. In Colorado, similar 
legislation was introduced in the 
Legislature in 1995, 1996, 2015, 
and 2016 but failed to pass. Initiatives 
or legislation allowing physicians to 
prescribe aid-in-dying medication for 
self-administration have passed in 
Washington, Montana, Vermont and 
California and have been considered in 
several other states. 		   

Those in favor say:
1. The Colorado End-of-Life Options 
Act would allow terminally ill, mentally 
capable adult Colorado residents access 
to medication that would allow them to 
shorten the dying process if suffering be-
comes unbearable. For most people with 
a terminal illness, hospice and palliative 
care are the right fit. But sometimes even 
the best care cannot relieve pain and 
suffering, and people in that situation 
should have a range of options.
2. The measure would take government 
out of personal end-of-life decisions and 
allow patients to make their own choic-

es about their health care with input from 
their families, their doctors and their faith.  
Medical aid in dying is now authorized 
in five states and the Colorado proposal 
is modeled after the successful Oregon 
law that has been in effect for nearly two 
decades. 

Those opposed say:
1. Passage of this proposal could lead 
health professionals, family members, 
or others to advise, encourage, or exert 
subtle pressure on vulnerable persons to 
request doctor-prescribed suicide. Insur-
ance companies could also use this as a 
way to cut costs by denying payment for 
more expensive treatments while approv-
ing payment for less costly lethal prescrip-
tions. Health care facilities that do not 
permit end-of-life options may not be able 
to prevent doctor prescribed suicides from 
taking place on their premises. 
2. A family member could engage in 
“doctor-shopping” until compliant physi-
cians were found. A consulting physician 
may be a colleague or employee of the 
attending physician. Once a prescription 
is filled, there are no safeguards to ensure 
that the drug has been voluntarily taken. 
Also, the cause of death would not be ac-
curately reflected on the death certificate.

PROPOSITION 107
Presidential Primary Elections
Amend the Colorado Revised Statues to 
establish a presidential primary to be held 
in March of each presidential election year.

Major Provisions:
—Establishes a presidential primary elec-
tion in Colorado;
—Allows unaffiliated voters to participate 
in the presidential primary without affiliat-
ing with a political party.

Background:
Presidential nominees for major political 
parties are chosen by state delegates 
at each party’s national convention. In 
Colorado state delegates for the national 
party conventions have been selected in 
different ways over the years. In 1992, 
1996 and 2000 delegates were selected 
by a presidential primary election.  Since 
that time, political parties in Colorado 
have chosen delegates for their national 
conventions using a caucus/convention 
system.  Only party members can partici-
pate in that party’s caucus or convention. 
Caucuses and conventions are paid for by 
the political parties.

Under this proposal, a presidential pri-
mary election will be held no later than the 
third Tuesday in March.  The presidential 
primary election will be the only issue on 
the ballot.  This election will be funded by 
state and local taxpayers.  The winner of 
a party’s presidential primary will receive 
all of that party’s delegates to the national 
convention.  Delegates will be bound 
to vote for that candidate at the party’s 
national convention.

This proposal does not change the 
existing primary election in Colorado held 
in June for other state, federal and local 
offices.  Neither does the proposition 
prevent political parties from holding cau-
cuses.  However, parties will no longer use 
caucuses to determine the party’s choice 
for presidential nominee.

Voters who wish to be independent 
of political parties will not be required to 
affiliate with a political party to vote in the 
presidential primary election.  

Those in favor say:
1. This year only 13% of Democrats and 
6% of Republicans attended Colorado 
caucuses. Unaffiliated voters had no voice 
in nominating presidential candidates. A 
presidential primary election open to all 
voters will increase public participation in 
the selection process.  
2. The caucus system in Colorado has 
resulted in the selection of extreme from 
each party.  If all voters are engaged in 
the selection process, more centrist, prag-
matic candidates will be selected. Without 
a presidential primary, Colorado is largely 
candidates ignored by the major party 
candidates.

Those opposed say:
1. The political parties fund caucuses, 
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which are intimate political gatherings 
that foster close relationships and inspire 
grass roots activism. The presidential pri-
mary will cost the state’s taxpayers $5.4 
million in the 2019-20 election cycle.
2. Since the purpose of the primary elec-
tion is to select political party candidates, 
only members of the parties should vote 
in these elections. 

PROPOSITION 108
Primary Elections
Amend the Colorado Revised Statutes to 
allow an unaffiliated voter to vote in a 
primary election. 

Major Provisions:
—Allows voters who are not affiliated 
with a political party to vote in a nonpres-
idential primary election;
—Requires unaffiliated voters to vote in 
the primary for only one political party;
—Allows political parties to opt out of 
holding an open primary election and, 
instead, nominate candidates either by 
assembly or convention.

Background:
 Colorado holds primary elections that se-
lect party nominees for state, county and 
national offices, other than President, on 
the last Tuesday in June of even-numbered 
years. County election officials run these 
primary elections.  Primary elections 
are paid for by taxpayers.  Presently, 
Colorado primaries are closed which 
means a voter must be affiliated with a 
political party before voting in a primary 
election.  If an unaffiliated voter wants to 
vote in a primary election, that voter may 
affiliate with a party at any time including 
on Election Day.
Under this measure, voters who wish to 

be independent of the political parties will 
no longer be required to affiliate with a 
political party before voting in a nonpres-
idential primary election. Unaffiliated vot-
ers would be allowed to vote in a primary 
election for only one political party. 

The proposal also allows political 
parties to choose not to hold an open 
primary election.  Instead, the parties 
could select candidates at an assembly or 
convention.  Unaffiliated voters would not 
be able to participate. This process would 
be funded by the political parties. 

Those in favor say:
1. Turnout in primaries in Colorado is 
low. Just 1 in 5 Colorado voters in 2016 
picked candidates to run in November.  
Winners of closed primaries tend to ap-
peal to the extremes of each party.  We 
need more people involved if we want 
the best candidate options.  
2. More than a third (37%) of Colorado 
voters are unaffiliated and nearly 50% of 
voters age 40 and under are unaffiliated. 
It’s not right to exclude more than 1.3 
million Coloradans from primary elections.
3. This is about fairness. Because all 
taxpayers pay for elections, no one should 
be excluded from the primary election.  Ev-
eryone, including unaffiliated voters, should 
have the right to have their voices heard. 

Those opposed say:
1. Since the purpose of the primary 
election is to select political party candi-
dates, only members of the parties should 
vote in these elections. Colorado voters 
already have the option of declaring a 
party so they can vote in a primary elec-
tion. They can change their status back to 
unaffiliated after the election.
2. Opening primaries to unaffiliated voters 
will cost local and state taxpayers addition-
al money.  The state will have to produce 
and print separate ballots for unaffiliated 
voters. This may be a difficult financial 
burden on smaller and more rural counties.

BALLOT ISSUE 4B
Denver Metropolitan 
Scientific and Cultural 
Facilities District (SCFD)
This proposal will appear on ballots in 
the following counties: Adams, Arapahoe, 
Broomfield, Boulder, Denver, Douglas (ex-
cept in towns of Castle Rock & Larkspur), 
and Jefferson.

An amendment to the Colorado Revised 
Statutes to reauthorize the collection of 
the 0.1% sales and use tax and to modify 
provisions for the Scientific and Cultural 
Facilities District.

Major Provisions:

—Extends the current 0.1% sales and use 
tax for 12 years to June 30, 2030;

—Outlines administrative procedures for 
the SCFD district;

—Adjusts the formula for distribution of 
the 0.1% tax revenues to participating 
organizations as follows: Tier I - 0.064%, 
Tier II - 0.022%, and Tier III - 0.014%.

Background:
In 1988, voters in the Denver Metro area 
created the Scientific and Cultural Facilities 
District (SCFD) to provide a consistent 
source of funding to scientific, cultural 
and arts organizations. Voters approved 
funding for the district by approving a tax 
of one-cent on every $10 spent within the 
district. The tax was renewed in 1994 and 
again in 2004.

The recipients of district funds are divid-
ed into three groups or tiers. Tier I consists 
of the Denver Art Museum, the Denver 
Botanic Gardens, the Denver Museum 
of Nature and Science, the Denver Zoo 
and the Denver Center for the Performing 
Arts (DCPA). Their share of the funds is 
determined by statute. Tier II includes 
other significant local and regional insti-
tutions. Tier III recipients are smaller local 
organizations with cultural and scientific 
missions. Each county receives funds in 
proportion to the tax collected there, and 
the county cultural council recommends 
which organizations will receive funds.  

The district is comprised of the sev-
en-county Denver Metro area of Adams, 
Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, 
Douglas and Jefferson Counties.

Those in favor say:
1. For the last 28 years, the Scientific & 
Cultural Facilities District has been an es-
sential element in the increasingly vibrant 
arts, science and cultural scene across the 
metro area. Today, an average of 15 mil-
lion visitors a year gain access to a broad 
array of offerings, making it a national 
model of public funding for the arts.
2. The $54 million generated from a mod-
est one-penny sales tax on every ten dollar 
purchase allows over 4 million students 
the opportunity to experience educational 
and cultural programming at more than 
300 diverse SCFD funded organizations. 
Because of the SCFD, more than 100 free 
days are available at our regional institu-
tions each year.
3. The SCFD boosts our region’s economy 
and provides a huge return on investment 
throughout the seven counties that support 
the district. SCFD funded facilities deliver 
a $1.85 billion annual boost to the metro 
region’s economy by generating jobs, 
tourism and audience spending.

Those opposed say:
1. The government taxes 
everyone to pay for the SCFD, 
regardless of whether individuals 
support the district, or can afford 
the tax. Many of those taxed for 
the district do not use the facil-
ities supported by the district. 
Those who patronize the cultural 
facilities are, in general, able to 
pay for them without taxpayer 
subsidy.
2. The SCFD distribution 
formula favors the five largest 
organizations (Tier I:  Zoo, 
DCPA, Botanic Gardens, Art and 
Nature and Science Museums) 
and automatic payments to 
these organizations will increase 
exponentially. At the same time, 
the Tier II mid-size organizations 
will divide their quota of the tax 
money between a growing-num-
ber of mid-sized organizations, 
thus shrinking their “slice of the 
pie.” Likewise, smaller organiza-
tions in Tier III will be penalized 
because the increasing number 
of these organizations causes 
a further division of funds and 
provides smaller grants to each 
individual organization.

Denver League of Women Voters
REGIONAL/LOCAL BALLOT ISSUES

Initiated 
Ordinance 300
Cannabis Consumption 
Pilot Program
Shall the voters of the City and Coun-
ty of Denver adopt an ordinance that 
creates a cannabis consumption pilot 
program where: the City and County 
of Denver (the “City”) may permit a 
business or a person with evidence of 
support of an eligible neighborhood 
association or business improvement 
district to allow the consumption of 
marijuana (“cannabis”) in a designat-
ed consumption area; such associa-
tions or districts may set forth condi-
tions on the operation of a designated 
consumption area, including permit-
ting or restricting concurrent uses, con-
sumptions, or services offered, if any; 
the designated consumption area is 
limited to those over the age of twen-
ty-one, must comply with the Colorado 
Clean Indoor Air Act, may overlap 
with any other type of business or 
licensed premise, and cannot be lo-
cated within 1000 feet of a school; a 
designated consumption area that is 
located outside cannot be visible from 
a public right-of-way or a place where 
children congregate; the City shall cre-
ate a task force to study the impacts of 
cannabis consumption permits on the 
city; the City may enact additional reg-
ulations and ordinances to further reg-
ulate designated consumption areas 
that are not in conflict with this ordi-
nance; and the cannabis consumption 
pilot program expires on December 
31, 2020 or earlier if the City passes 
comprehensive regulations governing 
cannabis consumption?

Background:
In November 2012, voters in Colo-
rado approved Amendment 64 by 
55.32%. It allows people 21 years 
old and older to use recreational mari-
juana. Commercial sales of recreation-
al marijuana began January 1, 2014. 
The City and County of Denver has 
enacted rules that forbid consumption 
of marijuana in public areas. 
In 2015, a measure to allow consump-
tion of marijuana at certain restau-
rants, bars and businesses (similar to 
the current proposal) was introduced. 
At the last minute (September 3, 
2015), the measure was withdrawn 
because the campaign leaders were 

optimistic that City Council was planning 
to consider a similar measure. The City 
Council did not bring this proposal for-
ward in 2016, prompting the supporters 
to reintroduce it. This cannabis initiative 
is a way to allow consumption of marijua-
na in designated areas, approved by the 
City and County of Denver, with evidence 
of support of an eligible neighborhood 
association or business improvement dis-
trict.

Major Provisions: 
—Businesses or persons would obtain a 
cannabis consumption permit from the 
city for that business or for an event.
—The Director of Excise and Licenses 
will issue the permit and determine 
whether there is community support from 
a recognized neighborhood organiza-
tion at least two years old.
—Permitted locations are required to be 
1,000 feet from a school
—Hours of operation do not allow 
consumption of cannabis between 2:00 
AM and 7:00 AM. The neighborhood 
organization may impose more restric-
tive hours.
—Permit holders will submit a respon-
sible operations plan to the Director of 
Excise and Licenses.
—Permits will be valid for one year (or 
less if the community requires a shorter 
period).
—Application fee will be $1,000 and 
annual permit fee will be $1,000.
—City Council will create a Cannabis 
Consumption Task Force to study the 
impacts of the consumption permits on 
the city.
—This article will be repealed December 
31, 2020 or when City Council passes 
regulations governing cannabis con-
sumption, whichever comes first.

Those in favor say: 
1. In Denver, we’ve legalized the 
purchase and possession of cannabis for 
adults but have not provided them with 
a safe and discreet place to consume 
it away from city sidewalks, parks and 
places where children congregate. This 
Pilot Program is a responsible approach 
to solving this problem that won’t remedy 
itself. 
2. Many residents of Denver live in HOA 
or landlord-controlled properties that 
disallow cannabis use on the premises, 
while more than 70 million tourists come 
to Colorado each year, also with no 
place to consume cannabis. This has led 
to a 500% increase in public consump-
tion tickets issued in Denver since the 

passing of Amendment 64 in Colorado, 
with African-Americans being arrested 
at a rate 2.6 times higher than whites.
3. The Pilot Program will provide des-
ignated spaces in certain City-permitted 
business establishments where adults 
21 and over can consume cannabis in 
accordance with the Colorado Clean 
Indoor Air Act and out of view of the 
public. 
4. The Pilot Program is designed to 
mutually serve the interests of both can-
nabis consumers and Denver neighbor-
hoods by requiring a prospective permit 
holder to garner formal support from 
an eligible neighborhood organization 
prior to applying with the Denver De-
partment of Excise and Licenses. 
5. To allow neighborhoods the ability 
to slowly step into this new territory, the 
proposed permits could be issued for 
a short duration of time, such as for a 
single event, allowing for a phased in-
tegration of this program that adjusts to 
current unknowns as they are realized 
and best practices are developed.
6. Neighborhood organizations will 
have the ability to mandate certain 
restrictions on the businesses to ensure 
they operate in a manner that is most 
appropriate for the neighborhoods 
in which they operate, empowering 
neighborhoods to be part of the process 
and set high standards of responsibility 
for cannabis consumers and cannabis 
consumption permit holders. 
7. Ultimately this is a pilot program 
that will sunset in 2020 if not extended 
by city council or an additional voter 
initiative. 

Those opposed say:
1. It sends the wrong message to chil-
dren that marijuana is harmless
2. It would directly undermine what 
Coloradoans approved in approving 
Amendment 64 in 2012 by allowing 
consumption to be conducted openly 
and publically
3. It will inevitably lead to a dangerous 
increase in drugged driving
4. This initiative will allow individuals 
to hold events where marijuana would 
be consumed – even in non-business 
locations
5. This initiative, if passed, will replace 
conflicting provisions in the current 
Revised Municipal Code of Marijuana 
ordinances in Denver, such as protect-
ing distances from childcare centers, 
alcohol and drug treatment facilities and 
any residential neighborhood.

(continued on page 26)
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 6.The initiative doesn’t allow for any 
testimony to permit by neighborhoods 
in a hearing for “Needs and Desires” 
(Formal process for alcohol licensing) 
nor negative letters from individuals or 
organizations.

Referred Question 
2A 
Denver Preschool Program
May the City and County of Denver re-
tain and spend all 2015 revenues de-
rived from the three on-hundredths of one 
percent (.03%) sales and use tax rate in-
crease in support of the Denver Preschool 
Program as originally approved by the 
voters on November 4, 2014, and con-
tinue to impose and collect the tax to the 
full extent permitted by the original voter 
approval through December 31, 2026?

Background
In 2006, Denver voters approved a 0.12 
percent sales tax to fund a preschool 
program for the City’s 4-year olds. The 
program was launched in 2006 with 
a sunset date of 2016. In November 
2014, Denver voters approved Mea-
sure 2A: Extending and Expanding the 
Denver Preschool Program. Measure 2A 
raised the sales and use tax in support 
of the Program to 0.15% of 1% in order 
to reinstate summer preschool programs, 
meet demand for full- and extended-day 
preschool options and keep up with ris-
ing tuition costs.

In 2015, the estimate of the City’s 
overall Fiscal Year spending required by 
TABOR was exceeded by actual collec-
tions. Because 2015 was the first year 
of the sales tax increase for the Denver 
Preschool Program, the city of Denver is 
required by TABOR to refund all of the 
incremental 2015 DPP tax collections un-
less Denver voters approve retention of 
the tax increment collected in 2015.

The Denver Preschool Program 
features a sliding tuition credit scale to 
make preschool accessible for all Denver 
families of 4-year olds and has a strong 
emphasis on quality and quality improve-
ment. The program is administered by 
the Denver Preschool Program (DPP), a 
non-profit corporation, under a contract 
with the City and County of Denver. It 
has served nearly 41,000 4-year olds 
since its inception, and provides fund-
ing through tuition credits to more than 
250 early childhood centers. During the 
2014-2015 school year, the average tu-
ition credit was $303 per month for a 
student attending a full-day program. By 
ordinance, administrative costs are limit-
ed to 7% of the sales tax revenue.

Referred Question 
2B 
Permanent Independent 
Monitor 
Shall the Charter of the City and County 
of Denver be amended concerning the 
office of independent monitor and the 
citizen oversight board, as previously 
created by ordinance, for the pur-
poses of monitoring investigations of 
uniformed personnel in the Denver 
Department of Safety, in order to formal-

ize the existence of the monitor and the 
board in the charter, and to adopt in the 
charter the basic powers and duties of 
the monitor and the board?

Background
The office was established in 2004 as a 
civilian watchdog to ensure accountabil-
ity, effectiveness, and transparency in 
the Denver Police and Sheriff Depart-
ment’s disciplinary processes. The office 
monitors law enforcement investigations, 
provides its recommendations to the city’s 
manager of safety and conducts outreach 
programs to Denver communities.  

Currently, the mayor appoints the 
independent monitor with City Council 
approval but funding for the office is not 
assured.  Placing the office within the 
city charter would strengthen it.

Major Provisions:
Creates an Office of Independent 
Monitor composed of a full-time monitor 
with appropriate professional and 
support staff. The monitor will actively 
monitor and participate in investigations 
of uniformed personnel and make rec-
ommendations to the Manager of Safety 
regarding administrative action, includ-
ing possible discipline.  The monitor will 
also make recommendations regarding 
policy issues; and address any other 
issues of concern to the community, the 
members of the citizen oversight board, 
the manager of safety, the chief of 
police, or the sheriff.

The monitor will establish stan-
dards of professional conduct and a 
comprehensive training program for its 
own staff in order to evaluate whether 
internal investigations have been prop-
erly conducted and to make recom-
mendations as to the sustaining of rule 
violations, the imposition of disciplinary 
sanctions, and changes in policy and 
training.

A citizen oversight board will be 
established to assess the effectiveness of 
the monitor’s office and address issues 
of concern to the community, board 
members, the monitor, the manager of 
safety, the chief of police, the sheriff, or 
the fire chief.

Those who support the issue say:
1. The Office of the Independent 
Monitor is an important tool in public 
safety and transparency.  Codifying the 
office will make civilian oversight more 
permanent and an everyday part of 
Denver’s government. 
2. Currently, however, the office can 
be eliminated or changed in scope and 
authority at the whim of City Council.  
By putting this office in the Charter, the 
office can be dissolved only by a vote 
of the people.
3. This will give the Monitor status 
equal to those of other department 
heads in the City and County of Denver, 
including those departments he is tasked 
with monitoring.

Those who oppose the issue say:
1. Adding authorization to the city 
charter for the Office of the Indepen-
dent Monitor isn’t necessary since it is 
already in the city ordinances.
2. During economic downturns when 
financial resources are scarce, the city 
would be required to fund the Office of 
the Independent Monitor, potentially tak-

ing funding away from higher priorities.

3A 
Denver Public Schools Mill 
Levy Override
Shall Denver Public Schools (School 
District No. 1) taxes be increased by 
$56.6 million in 2016 for collection in 
2017 and annually thereafter by the 
amount that, when combined with other 
taxes approved by Denver voters for 
the district’s general fund, equals the 
amount permitted by state law, by the 
levy of property taxes at a rate that will 
produce such amounts for educational 
purposes, including, but not limited to:

1. Expanding early childhood reading 
programs;
2. Providing more mental health 
professionals, school counselors, and 
other wrap-around services to support 
students;
3. Expanding technology access to 
more students;
4. Providing better support, training, 
and leadership opportunities for 
teachers;
5. Recruiting a strong, diverse pool of 
teachers;
6. Expanding college and career 
programs such as apprenticeships, work 
experience, high school classes that 
earn college credit, and career focused 
curriculum?

Background
The Colorado School Finance Act 

limits how much money can be spent 
per pupil unless voters approve an 
additional mill levy to be spent per 
pupil.  Funding for a school district’s 
Total Program is calculated starting 
with a base per-pupil amount and 
making adjustments that reflect specific 
characteristics of the district.  Local 
revenue sources from property taxes 
and specific ownership taxes (paid as 
part of vehicle registration fees) provide 
the local share of Total Program. 

Where the local sources are 
insufficient, state money (primarily 
from state income tax, and sales and 
use taxes) makes up the difference. 
State funding was reduced in 2009 
in response to the recession.  The 
reduction in education spending 
continues to impact DPS by nearly $92 
million a year. A school district that 
desires to spend more revenues than its 
Total Program amount must seek voter 
approval for “override” revenues which 
come from increased property tax via 
an additional mill levy.  The approval 
of override revenues does not affect 
the state share funding that the district 
receives.  If 3A is approved, the owner 
of a Denver home valued at $329,000 
in 2017 would pay about $110 
annually in additional property taxes.

Provisions
The $56.6 million operating increase 
would provide:
—$6.8 million in strategic investments 
in DPS’ Early Literacy Strategy which 
is based on research and best practice 
from around the nation;
—$8.07 million to support real-
world college and career readiness 
opportunities;

—$6.6 million in 
classroom technology 
to ensure students 
have the tools to 
prepare them for 
the 21st century 
economy;
—$14.5 million to 
attract, develop and 
retain strong values-
based, high quality 
teachers and leaders 
across the district;
—$15.0 million 
in funding whole 
child support 
programs and 
expanded learning 
opportunities;
—$4.88 million to 
keep DPS’ 15.2M 
square feet of 

learning environments cleaner and 
more comfortable for our students and 
teachers;
—$400 thousand to increase 
transportation options for high school 
students;
—$480 thousand in bond investments 
that require coordinated mill investments.

Those in favor say:
1. The Mill Levy would expand 
investments in early childhood reading 
programs and supports such as one-on-
one tutoring and improved classroom 
technology.
2. Professional education for teachers, 
new trainings, and added collaboration 
and planning times, will help teachers 
use proven methods for teaching young 
students how to read.
3. The Mill increases funding for 
teacher leadership positions to provide 
teachers with more support, training, and 
collaboration opportunities.
4. Hire additional mental health 
professionals and counselors to assist 
children with mental health supports 
and allow teachers to better focus on 
teaching.
5. Funding from the Mill will help 
prevent future cuts and classroom sizes 
from increasing. 
6. The Mill Levy would cost the average 
property owner less than $10 per month.

Source:  For Denver Kids

No organized opposition was 
found as of this printing.

3B	  

Denver Public Schools  
Bond Issue
Shall Denver Public Schools (School 
District No. 1) debt be increased $572 
million, with a maximum repayment 
cost of $1,100 million, shall district 
taxes be increased by a maximum of 
$61 million annually by the levy of 
property taxes, (but with no increase 
in the district’s current bond fund mill 
levy rate based on the district’s current 
assessed value and tax collection rate), 
and shall the proceeds of such debt be 
used for purposes permitted by state law, 
including:

—Extending the life of existing schools 
by replacing leaking roofs, making 
critical repairs, and repairing structural 
problems; 
—Expanding technology to more 
students and upgrading science and 
computer labs; 
—Adding new schools and classrooms 
and making improvements to existing 
schools to address overcrowding and 
class size; 
—Providing cooling systems to high 
temperature classrooms that lack air 
conditioning; 
—Improving student safety by providing 
security cameras and updated alarm 
systems; 
—Expanding early childhood programs; 
by the issuance and payment of 
general obligation bonds, which shall 
bear interest, mature, be subject to 
redemption, with or without premium, 
and be issued, dated and sold at such 
time or times, at such prices (at, above 
or below par) and in such manner and 
containing such terms, not inconsistent 
herewith, as the district may determine; 
and shall ad valorem property taxes be 
levied in any year, without limitation as 
to rate or amount, to pay the principal 
of, premium, if any, and interest on such 
bonds and any bonds issued to refinance 
such bonds and to fund any reserves for 
the payment thereof?

Background:
The history of bond issues raising capital 
funds for school improvements, with 
voter agreement, gives a background to 
this request: in 1990 voters approved 
a $199.6 million bond issue; in 1998 
a $305 million bond issue; in 2003 a 
$310.8 million bond issue; and in 2008 
a $454 million bond issue; and in 2012 
a $466 bond issue, which is still being 
implemented.  In 2012 the Denver Public 
Schools population was approximately 

83,820.  In 2015, the enrollment was 
91,429, an increase of 9% in three 
years.  The projected enrollment for 
2016-2017 is 92,280. The program 
and projects which would be funded 
under 3B were developed and 
recommended by a group of citizens 
and business leaders who analyzed 
the district’s capital needs, enrollment 
projections, facility requirements and 
funding sources. If 3B is approved, the 
owner of a Denver home would not see 
a rise in the bond mill levy tax rate, 
with reasonable expectations of future 
market conditions.

Provisions
Denver Public Schools is asking voters 
to approve $572 million in general 
obligation bonds. The sale of these 
bonds would raise money for capital 
investment to address critical facility 
needs, add new capacity and increase 
technology in our classrooms.  The 
school board has allocated the 
distribution of this bond fund as 
follows:
—$252 million to address critical 
maintenance needs in aging school 
buildings, including replacing 
galvanized pipes, adding cooling 
systems, roof repair/replacement, 
repair failing brick, mortar and exterior 
doors, and increase energy efficiency 
of all school buildings.
—$142 million for new capacity in 
areas of Denver with the greatest 
population growth, expanding 
overcrowded campuses, creating an 
early childhood education center, 
providing funds to address special 
education program moves and 
expansions, and renovation of the 
older Denver Health Centers. 
—$108 million for quality learning 
environments, including funding 
to address priority building 
deficiencies which negatively impact 
school programs and the learning 
environment, innovative classroom 
upgrades, focused investments in 
secondary facilities that have received 
minimal updates or remodels in recent 
decades, including investments in 
classrooms or STEM labs, updates to 
gyms, libraries or auditoriums, common 
space renovations, including hallways, 
bathrooms or front offices.
—$70 million for technology and 
safety to address technology needs 
identified across DPS, supporting 
an anytime/anywhere learning, 
increasing equity of information access 
and the tools needed for 21st century 
learning, ensuring funding for key 
department needs (safety, operations, 
infrastructure), and to compliment a 
$6.6 Mill Levy request.

Those in favor say:

1. With DPS schools becoming 
increasingly crowded, the Bond will 
allow DPS to build and expand schools 
to keep classroom sizes down and 
accommodate future student growth.

2. The bond would allow for 
investment in existing facility 
maintenance, capacity upgrades, and 
quality learning environments.

3. Funds will also be used to improve 
classroom technology, gyms and other 
facilities, security at schools, and 
cooling solutions to the hottest schools 
in DPS that can reach over 90 degrees.

4. The Bond would allow for critical 
investments in maintenance for existing 
schools, such as repairing falling brick 
work, failing mortar, and updating 
exterior doors and roofs.

5. The bond will also be used to 
provide better access to modern 
classroom technology, investing 
in educational technology such as 
digital curriculum, online professional 
development tools, and eBooks.

Source:  For Denver Kids

No organized opposition was 
found as of this printing.

Reprinted by permission from League 
of Women Voters of Colorado.

UP TO TWO MONTHS 
FREE!* 

*On select units

Active Senior Living for those 55+
Come experience an active senior apartment community 
where thoughtfully designed landscapes & exquisitely crafted 
interiors are the backdrop for a truly invigorating lifestyle.

2980 N Syracuse St  |  www.groveatstapleton.com  |  303.731.2531
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Father, Daughter Funnel 
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By Laurie Dunklee

The aroma of fresh deep-fried funnel 
cakes is hard to resist.

Steven Seidel, owner of Funnels 
restaurant in Northfield, counts on tempting 
shoppers for a sweet treat. Funnels opened in 
May near the Harkins Theatres, next door to 
Marco’s Pizza. “Northfield was our first choice 
when we decided to open a brick-and-mortar 
location,” said Seidel, who operated a food 
truck since 2013. “We wanted a high-traffic 
area, and what is better than being near a 
movie theater?”

Seidel and his daughter, Sierra, came up with 
the idea for a funnel-cakes business in 2008 
at a Colorado National Speedway event. “We 
were standing in line at a funnel cake stand and 

it took about half an hour to get served. The 
cakes weren’t very good either. Sierra was 12 at 
the time and we thought it would be nice to get 
good funnel cakes anytime, not just at public 
events. So we wrote a business plan.” 

The Funnels food truck started rolling 
in 2013, when Seidel converted an Orion II 
mass transit bus into a food truck. “It rides on 
air bags that lower down to the ground, which 
allows our shorter customers to see inside and 
watch us make the funnel cakes,” said Seidel, 
whose background includes accounting and 
finance in the hospitality industry. 

The food truck caters at festivals, commu-
nity events, weddings, company events and 
private parties. Funnels’ first event in 2013 
was the Hot Rod Hill Climb in Georgetown. 

“In a 20,000-pound truck, it took a while to 
get up the mountain. After that we decided to 
stick to events in the metro area.” 

Funnel cakes are made with batter poured 
through a funnel into the deep fryer. The 
sweet fried dough is traditionally topped with 
powdered sugar or cinnamon, but Funnels 
offers various creative toppings. “We have 
the Elvis with peanut butter and banana,” 
said Seidel. “We also serve the Fundae, like a 

banana split with funnel cake on either side 
instead of banana. Bacon fries are bacon strips 
dipped in funnel cake batter and served with 
maple syrup.”

He said the most popular offering is straw-
berry cheesecake, invented by Sierra. Now 
21, Sierra works at Funnels restaurant in the 
afternoons. 

For more information, see funwithfunnels.
com.

Father- 
daughter 
team 
Steven 
and  
Sierra 
Seidel 
dreamed 
up and 
imple-
mented 
the funnel 
cake  
business 
idea 
together.

THE SHOPS AT NORTHFIELD
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Fourth-generation Barbers Find their Dream in Denver

303-322-2081 • clairdental .com
New address: 8793 E Northfield Blvd.

NOW OPEN IN  
CONSERVATORY  
GREEN

6

Download our new app by searching for “Clair 

Fami ly Dent istry” on Google play, iTunes or the 

Amazon app store or by scanning this QR code.

By Laurie Dunklee

Opening their own barbershop is 
the fulfillment of a dream for 
brothers Semion and Roman 

Kikirov, fourth-generation barbers who 
emigrated from Tajikistan, formerly part of 
the Soviet Union, in 1999.

“We couldn’t have our own shop in 
Tajikistan, a Communist country where 
everything was owned by the government,” 
said Roman. “It’s satisfying to have our 
own shop where we can implement our 
own ideas.”

Roman and Semion grew up in the 
tradition of barbering, where the skill was 
passed down through the generations. “In 
our family, we do hair,” Roman said. “Our 
tradition is to learn through apprentice-
ship with experienced barbers. Semion 
learned from our father and I learned from 
Semion.”

The brothers, both Aurora residents, 
opened their first Semion Barbershop for 
All at 507 Lincoln St. in 2011 and will 
expand to the Stanley this fall. Semion of-
fers services for men, women and children, 
including haircuts, shaves, hair color and 
brow waxing. “We got into the Stanley af-
ter Mark Shaker [Stanley developer] came 
in for a haircut and saw families coming 
into our place together,” said Roman. “He 
was looking for a community feel and he 
saw that in us.” 

Roman was 11 and Semion was 18 
when their family left Tajikistan for New 
York in 1999. Tajikistan became an inde-
pendent nation in 1991 after the breakup 
of the Soviet Union. “We were in the 
midst of a political crisis, a fight for power 
between the religious and secular Tajiks,” 
Roman said. “It was very difficult, with the 
constant bombings and shootings. We ex-
perienced economic hardship and persecu-
tion as Jews. Most of the people we knew 
left and we were among the last to leave.”

He said the move to the U.S. was a cul-
ture shock. “It’s hard enough to be 11 years 
old but I lost my friends and everything I 
knew.”

Ultimately it was worth the struggle. 
“When we got here I was shocked that the 
schools had current books, computers and 
warm classrooms. Here I can wear my yar-
mulke openly. It’s been an amazing opportu-
nity to work hard and do our best.” 

The Kikirovs moved to Denver in 2001 
because of the climate. “Dushanbe, where we 

STANLEY MARKETPLACE
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Yes 
ON 
4B!VOTE

Renew the SCFD ~ Culture for All
• 300 cultural gems in the metro region — including Denver Museum of Nature 

& Science, Denver Zoo, Cleo Parker Robinson Dance and nearly 300 more
• Educational experiences for 4.25 million children
• More than 100 Free Days each year
• A $1.8 billion boost to our regional economy 

Endorsed by Denver Mayor Michael Hancock, Denver City Council,  
The Denver Post, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Visit Denver and hundreds more 

To “be 4” Culture - start at the bottom of your ballot and Vote Yes on 4B! 
Visit www.YesOnSCFD.com to learn more.

Paid for by Citizens for Arts to Zoo

Photo by Erin Bird, courtesy of 
Denver Botanic Gardens

Fourth-generation Barbers Find their Dream in Denver

 Listed | Melinda S. Howlett

7920 E 26th Ave  $575,000

4  4  2   2,599 ft2

 Listed | Melinda S. Howlett

2852 Alton St  $449,900

3  3  2   1,451 ft2

NPRE clients generally enjoy quicker 
sales at higher prices than the 
neighborhood average thanks to our 
Designed to Sell service. We ensure that 
each listing is aesthetically pleasing, 
thoughtfully decorated, and tastefully 
updated to reflect current trends.

Look for the collection bag 
on your porch Oct 1. Fill it 
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Homes
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• Stunning walnut floors  • White cabinets 
• Popular Floor Plan  • Location!
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•  New patio and roof • Great courtyard
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Get comfortable.

10515 East 40th Ave | Unit 113 
Denver Colorado 80239

303-394-4526

This exceptional Urban Estate home is situated above Central Park and boasts 
dazzling Front Range views. The home has been transformed providing 
sumptious, contemporary finishes and state-of the-art technology.

• Quartz countertops •White cabinetry
• Main level study & upper level loft
•  Finished Basement 

• Open concept kitchen & family room
• Huge walk-in closet in master suite
• Perfectly located near Puddle Jumper

Our award-winning team of sales professionals delivers a client 
experience so comfortable, that nearly 90% of our business 
comes from referrals and repeat clients.

Jody E. Donley
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80238  
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By the  
Numbers 
Sept 2016

Single Family Homes in Stapleton
 43 : Active Listings — 13 new / 30 resale
 55 : Homes Closed by NPRE in the last 12 months
 19 : Avg days on the market*

 $597K : Avg transaction price*

   *Data from 185 resale homes sold in last 6 months.

5  5  

3  4,926 ft2

Source:  
REColorado.com 
9/19/16

came from, is a sister city with Boulder. Both 
have mountains and four distinct seasons.”

Roman got a master’s degree in account-
ing/finance from the University of Colorado 
Denver. He applies his degree to managing 
the shop’s books and marketing, as well as 
cutting hair now and then.

Along with the shop, the brothers run 
Semion Academy, a training program for 
hairstylists and barbers. “We want to raise 

the number of quality professionals in the 
area,” Roman said. “We learned from peo-
ple who shared their skills with us, so we 
want to share our knowledge with every-
body. Our goal is not to take these skills to 
the grave, but pass them on like they were 
passed on to us.”

For more information or to make an 
appointment, see semionbarbershop.com 
or call 303.284.8954.

Roman Kikirov playfully tips his brother Simion’s cap revealing a mostly hairless head in 
their downtown Denver barber shop. The brothers plan to expand to Stanley Marketplace.



October 2016 									         30								           Stapleton Front Porch

Each month, the Indie Prof reviews a current film in the 
theater and a second film or series available on DVD or an 
instant-streaming service.

Follow “Indie Prof” on Facebook 
for updates about film events and 
more reviews.

 

Girl Asleep (2015) 
 This gem comes to us from 

Australia and first-time director 
Rosemary Myers. It tells the story of 
Greta, a 14-year-old girl on the cusp 
of her 15th birthday. She and her 
best/only friend Elliot are outsiders 
in their teenaged world, yet Greta is 
reticent about leaving her childhood 
behind as she gets older. When her 
parents throw a surprise party for her, 
the film turns: she enters a parallel 

world that is at times scary, odd, 
and even disturbing. Rarely in 
movies do we get the portrayal of 
interesting and thoughtful teenag-
ers; too often we see caricatures of 
reality that demean the characters 
and play into banal stereotypes. 
Girl Asleep goes beyond the 

banality and speaks to the true inner world of the 
teenager. Step in to the forest if you dare. 
 The setting is ’70s suburbia, and the production 

design 
captures the drab 
era perfectly in its 
palette of browns, 
tans, and muted 
warm colors. The 
cinematography 
toggles between 
the long takes and 
deep focus of the 
realistic scenes to 
a highly formalist 
surrealism in the 
parallel world—
splashes of color, 
faster editing, and 

symbolic imagery that speaks to the inner world/imagination. 
The entire package from director Myers shows a highly skilled 
director who has a bright future ahead. 

 Her skill shines through in many ways. The material 
comes from a recently staged play written by Matthew Whittet 
(Greta’s father in the film). Adapting a play to the screen is 
problematic for several reasons: plays are dialogue heavy and 
visually static where films must do the opposite and tell the 
story through images. Myers infuses those images with a magic 
realism that lends itself to an otherworldly experience. 

 The whole film is quite the trip. It starts out as a coming-
of-age story and then midway through it turns into a very 
different film—one that becomes darker, more menacing, and 
even uncomfortably erotic. The mind of the teenager is certain-
ly a dark and mysterious place, and the pivot to that portion 
of the film mirrors the quick mood swings of a teenager. If you 
were ever such a teenager, or (gasp!) the parent of a teenager, 
you understand the dynamic. Girl Asleep allows us direct access 
into that mind. Beware. 

 You will like this film if you enjoyed Little Miss Sunshine, 
Muriel’s Wedding, and/or Clueless. 

Opens at the Sie Film Center on 10/7. 
 

Better Call Saul (AMC/Netflix) 
 Breaking Bad is considered one of the best TV shows to 

ever grace the small screen. It ran for five seasons beginning 
in 2008, concluding in 2013. It told the story of high school 
chemistry teacher Walter White (Bryan Cranston), who 
finds out he has cancer and subsequently transforms into a 
meth-maker/dealer. It won a Golden Globe for Best Television 
Drama in 2014, and it also won multiple Emmys—taking 
home 134 awards and 218 nominations during its run. One 
of the recurring characters on the show was White’s lawyer, the 
unscrupulous and enigmatic Saul Goodman (Bob Odenkirk). 
In one of the more anticipated spinoffs in recent memory, Saul 
was given his own show—Better Call Saul. It debuted in 2015 
on AMC and just finished its second season. Rarely do spinoffs 
ever come close to their older sibling’s aura, but Better Call Saul 
does just that. It exceeds expectations. 

 The show follows Saul Goodman before he became Saul 
Goodman, when he was simply Jimmy McGill, a mailroom 
worker in his big brother’s law firm. Over the course of the 
show, Jimmy finishes his law degree and sets up his own prac-
tice. It covers the years before Saul meets Walter White, so it 
effectively serves as a prequel that focuses on just a few of the 
characters we knew from Breaking Bad. In addition to Saul, we 
also get the story of Mike, the enforcer/cleaner from Breaking 
Bad. 

 The hallmarks of Breaking Bad are all here: the quirky and 
lush cinematography, the interesting and dynamic characters, 
the non-linear storytelling, the excellent writing, and the 
superb acting. Odenkirk is sensational as McGill/Goodman, 
bringing a vulnerability and quiet intelligence to the role that 
was missing in his limited Breaking Bad scenes. As we get to 
know the character more, we grow to like and respect him. The 
same is true of Jonathan Banks as Mike—we learn his entire 
backstory, and we come to understand his motivations and 
actions. 

 Overall, the series is both heartwarming and endearing, 
even as it moves from brutal action to sheer drama. There is 
quietness to the whole that seems to build from the charisma 
of the parts—the writing, the acting, and the filming. All work 
together to provide a unique landscape of stories that never 
pander to its audience. This is intelligent drama that is so rare 
on the little screen. Thank goodness. 

 You will like this show if you enjoyed Breaking Bad, House 
of Cards, and/or Daredevil. 

Seasons 1 and 2 are available at Amazon; Season 1 is on 
Netflix as well. 

 
Vincent Piturro, Ph.D., is an associate professor of Cinema 

Studies at Metropolitan State University of Denver. He can be 
reached at vpiturro@msudenver.com.

Girl Asleep

Better Call Saul

Small   Personable   Perfect
Robin Larabee, MD | Sarah Humphreys, MD
Molly Gilpin, PA-C | Stacy Parmenter, PA-C

Compassionate, state-of-the-art 
healthcare for your children

4500 E 9th Ave, Ste 740, 80220  •  720-941-1778  •  www.SapphirePediatrics.com

We are excited to announce  
our newest addition:  

Dr. Sarah Pilarowski,
joining us in November 2016
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by James Hagadorn   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Just the Facts
Mile High Snakes & Myths

I remember the first time I stepped over a snake. Mid-
stride, the round rock below me moved. It wasn’t a rock, but 
a coiled-up rattler. Yikes!

Colorado is full of snakes, as well as snake myths. Snakes 
have lived here since the Jurassic, and today about 30 snake 
species call Colorado home. They base-camp from serpen-
tine lairs of the southeastern plains and occur all the way up 
to 11,000-ft.-high Rocky Mountain valleys. Our snakes are 
diverse too. They include constrictors like the kingsnakes, 
pit vipers like rattlesnakes, water-loving snakes like garter 
snakes, and underground ones like threadsnakes. 

Snakes are a key part of our landscape because they’re 

food for many other creatures like foxes, eagles and raccoons. 
They’re also predators on smaller animals, from insects to 
lizards and even fish, worms or other snakes. Some snake 
prey can be pests, like plague-bearing prairie dogs, hantavi-
rus-bearing mice, crop-eating grasshoppers, and rodents that 
carry disease-bearing ticks. 

Human activities aren’t generally helpful for snake surviv-
al. Development diminishes their abundance, because these 
cold-blooded animals like to warm up in these sunny, open 
spaces like roads and trails, where they are prone to be run 
over. Cats and, to a lesser extent, dogs are common snake 
killers. But some places like Chatfield Reservoir or gently 
sloped irrigation ditches can provide regular habitat for 
snakes like the northern water snake. 

Snakes also have economic value. For example, some 
snake venoms, after modification, have anticancerous or 
therapeutic 
qualities akin to 
those of a Gila 
monster’s venom. 
The latter’s a new 
Type II diabetes 
aid—because it 
suppresses appe-
tite and regulates 
blood sugar. 
Plus, there’s the 
pet trade, where 
snakes and other 
venomous reptiles 
are part of a bil-
lion-dollar U.S. 
“herpetoculture” 
economy. 

This time 
of year, snake 
sightings often 
increase as snakes return to their overwintering dens, or 
“hibernacula.” Sometimes they migrate en masse. Because its 
warmer during the day, that’s when they primarily travel—
thus increasing our propensity to spot them more frequently 
in the early fall. Ditto for the spring when they emerge.

Colorado’s snakes are generally quite shy, especially 
toward larger animals like humans. Witness their great 
defensive or avoidance strategies. They camouflage, they play 
possum when threatened, and some even shake their tails, as 
if feigning that they’re rattlers. They have complex sensory 
systems that can include infrared (heat-reading) vision, 
vibration-sensitive “hearing,” and incredible chemical scent 
detection that they use to “smell”—that’s why they often 
flick their tongues out. 

Like bears, snakes snuggle together in winter dens, and 
males exhibit mating displays and fights akin to bighorn sheep. 
They feed in interesting ways—killing their prey by constrict-
ing them, wolfing them down whole, or poisoning them. 

Photographing a bullsnake on a back country road in Colorado. Photo by K. Garten.
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Fortunately, the three danger-
ous types of venomous snakes here 
are easily recognized. All of them 
have stubby or rattle-bearing tails, 
as opposed to the pencil-tip tails of 
their nonpoisonous brethren.

And those pet boa constrictors 
that get dumped by owners? They 
can’t survive winters here, even on the plains. So Colorado snakes 
aren’t much of a risk to humans, pets or livestock. 

The experts’ advice: If you encounter a snake, leave it alone. If 
it’s a rattler, move away slowly. None of our snakes are aggressive 
unless they’re threatened. Most attempts to play with, rescue, or 
kill the snake end up with a hand being bitten. Or worse, being 
covered in the stinky musk a garter snake releases when it’s trying 
to slither out of your grip. 

What if you do get bitten? Don’t use a snake bite kit—they 
have been shown to be ineffective. Don’t try to kill or catch the 
snake—most folks that do this just get bitten again, and having 
the snake won’t help your doc heal you. What should you do? Get 
to the nearest hospital and ask for antivenom. Today’s antivenom, 
brewed from the antibodies of sheep, is quite effective compared to 

Cannibalism! Adult yellow-bellied racer swallowing a younger 
version of the same species in Douglas County, CO.   
Photo by Joe Farah.

Sampling venom from a rattlesnake 
in western Colorado.  
Photo by Steve Mackessy.

the stuff of old. The shorter the time between the bite and the 
antivenom, the better.

And that urban legend about baby snakes being deadlier? 
Not true. Whereas their venom might be twice as potent as an 
adult’s, they inject a twentieth to a hundredth as much when 
they bite. And, they do control their venom release—they can 
release a small amount or even none at all, producing a dry bite. 

Colorado snakes reduce pests (if only they ate mosquitos!), 
they’re a key part of our ecosystem, and are harmless unless 
provoked. No need to scream or run away next time you see 
one. It’s probably thinking “Don’t tread on me.”

James Hagadorn, Ph.D., is a scientist at the Denver Museum 
of Nature & Science. Suggestions and comments are welcome at 
jwhagadorn@dmns.org. 
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FOR YOUR HOME

HARDWOOD FLOORS | INTERIOR TRIM | STAIR DESIGN
A STAPLETON BASED BUSINESS
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nate@crosscustominteriors.com
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303.355.5666
kitchens, baths, basements

whole house remodels 
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Using an App to Teach Your Baby Spanish
By Courtney Drake- 
McDonough

In the course of a 
parent’s day, they find 
themselves repeating 

things over and over: “Get 
dressed,” “Brush your 
teeth,” “What would you 
like to eat?” etc. With a 
smartphone app, Mama-
Lingua, those repetitious 
phrases become learning 
opportunities, teaching 
children as young as new-
borns to become bilingual. 
“They have discovered 
that in kids from birth to 
2 or 3 years, their brains 
can identify by the accent 
if it’s Spanish or English 
or French or German, for 
instance,” says Stapleton 
resident Sofia Cruz Davila 
of MamaLingua. “If you 
teach a baby two languag-
es, their brain changes and 
makes it easier to learn any other languages later on. That’s 
why our goal is to try to introduce a second language in the 
earliest year.”

Cruz Davila says there were a lot of smartphone apps 
geared toward preschoolers and elementary school kids. But 
there was a need to provide an app for the first years of life 
and language learning. Although babies and toddlers are the 
focus, Cruz Davila says the app is still effective and helpful 
even in older children. 

The MamaLingua app is currently only available for 
iPhones and iPads. It has a free, introductory version and a 
full version costing $7.99. The app is organized alphabetically 
and by day-to-day categories such as reading, sleeping, eating, 
changing and playing. Users can also create lists of words or 
phrases they may need to focus on. 

Cruz Davila became involved with MamaLingua after 
meeting Aileen Passariello-McAleer, co-founder of the app 
when they were both living in Stapleton, raising bilingual 

children. Passariello-McAleer, who now lives in Texas, asked 
Cruz Davila to be the person focusing on teaching English to 
Spanish-speakers while Passariello-McAleer focuses on Spanish 
to English-speakers. The opportunity allowed Cruz Davila to 
do something for herself while still being able to be a full-
time parent to her two young children. “With Aileen living in 
Austin, we are still able to work together,” says Cruz Davila. 
“It’s the advantage of new technology that we can connect and 
most of the work we do is online.”

The target audience for MamaLingua is families all over 
the world interested in both teaching their children and them-
selves a second language. “The app is meant to be interactive,” 
says Cruz Davila. “It’s for parents to talk to their kids—it’s not 
just to play the app for the kids so that they’ll learn.” 

While the app can be a stand-alone tool, encouraging com-
munity is also part of the effort. The app is being introduced 
to area foreign language schools, such as La Academia Marie 
Sandoval, as a suggested way parents can continue bilin-

gual education outside the classroom. In addition, a line of 
Spanish children’s books is expected to be available for sale on 
the www.mama-lingua.com website early next year for both 
native Spanish-speakers and those learning the language. 

The primary means of growing community, though, is 
through MamaLingua’s Facebook and Instagram pages (each 
with English and Spanish versions), providing vocabulary, 
phrases and daily tips. Parents from multiple countries con-
nect, ask questions and communicate about teaching their 
children a second language. Cruz Davila also participates 
in a separate Stapleton Facebook group not affiliated with 
MamaLingua, Stapleton Spanish Babies and Toddlers, which, 
although a “closed” group, welcomes new members who can 
request to join online. The group is an opportunity for bilin-
gual families to meet face-to-face, practicing language skills 
with each other and their children. 

“Learning a second language is easier if you start in the 
early years,” says Cruz Davila, “but it’s never too late.”

Sophia Cruz Davila uses the MamaLingua app with sons, Pablo, 4, and Daniel, 15 months. An 
example of the screen is shown at right.
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LOCAL EVENTs

SEASONAL/HOLIDAY EVENTS
Through 10/30—Botanic Gardens Corn Maze. Denver 
Botanic Gardens Chatfield, 8500 W. Deer Creek Canyon Rd. www.
botanicgardens.org
Through 10/31—Fritzler Corn Maze and Pumpkin 
Patch. 7 miles south of Greeley on U.S. 85. www.fritzlermaze.com
Through 10/31—Anderson Farms Fall Festival. Corn 
maze, pumpkin patch, hayrides, barrel train, etc. 6728 County Road 
3 1/4 Erie. www.andersonfarms.com
Through 10/31—Rock Creek Farms Pumpkin Patch 
and Corn Maze. U pick-em pumpkin patch, straw bale maze, 
corn maze with 5 miles of paths, farm animals. 2005 S. 112th St., 
Broomfield. www.rockcreekfarm.com
Through 10/31—Cottonwood Farms Pumpkin Patch 
and Fall Festival. Farm animals, straw bale maze, 1½-acre 
corn maze, wagon rides, etc. Daily 10am -6pm. 75th and Arapahoe, 
Boulder. www.cottonwoodfarms.com
Through 11/12—13th Floor Haunted House. Tickets 
$26.99-46.99. www.13thfloorhauntedhouse.com
Through 11/15—Miller Farms Fall Harvest Festival. 
Corn maze, petting zoo, tractor rides, etc. 9am-6pm daily. 9040 
Hwy 66, Platteville. www.millerfarms.net
10/1 to 10/2—18th Annual Estes Park Elk Fest. Bond 
Park. Free. Bugling contests, Cabela’s Archery Range, elk exhibits. 
www.visitestespark.com
10/1 to 10/2—Lakewood Cider Days. Lakewood Heritage 
Center. 10am-5pm, $4-$7. www.lakewood.org
10/1 to 10/2—Pumpkin Harvest Festival. Four Mile 
Historic Park. Horse-drawn wagon rides, pumpkin patch, build a 
scarecrow, etc. 10am-4pm. 715 S. Forest St. www.fourmilepark.org
10/1 to 10/30—Rocky Mountain Pumpkin Ranch 
Pumpkin Carnival. Weekends thru Oct. 9057 Ute Hwy/CO 
66, Longmont. www.Rockymtnpumpkinranch.com
10/1 to 10/31—Harvest Fall Festival and Corn Maize. 
Wellington, Colo. 10-acre corn maize, pig races, corn cannons, 
petting zoo, etc. Adults $15, seniors $10, kids 4-12 $13. www.
harvestfarm.net
10/1 to 10/31—Mazzotti Farms Corn Maze and 
Pumpkin Patch. Weekends in Oct. 10am-5pm. Petting zoo, 
corn maze, working farm, pumpkin patch; 1 pumpkin per $10/per-
son admission. 303.536.4089. 24120 Weld County Road 8, Hudson. 
www.mazzottifarms.com
10/2 Sunday—Arts Coalition of Erie Harvest Festival. 
625 Pierce St., Erie. Pumpkin patch, crafts, games, craft fair, treats, 
cider. www.artscoalitionoferie.org
10/8 to 10/9—18th Annual Punkin Chunkin Colora-
do. Arapahoe Horse Track, 2600 E. Quincy Ave., Aurora. www.
auroragov.org
10/11 to 10/29—Victorian Horrors at Molly Brown 
House. 6-8:45pm. Tours leave every 15 minutes, $16-$19. 
Advance reservations required. Suitable for ages 12 and up. www.
mollybrown.org
10/19 to 10/27—Glow in the Garden. Select Wednesdays/
Thursdays in Oct. 6-9:30pm, last admission 9pm. Denver Botanic 
Gardens lights up the night with jack-o-lanterns and luminarias, 
storytellers, scavenger hunts, more. Adults $14/members $12, 
children $10/member $8; children 2 and under free. www.botanic-
gardens.org
10/22 Saturday—11th Annual Denver Zombie Crawl. 
12-6pm. Skyline Park. www.eyeheartbrains.com
10/22 Saturday—5th Annual Brighton Harvest Festi-
val. Downtown Brighton, trick or treat street, games, street fair, 
food trucks, etc.
10/22 to 10/30—Boo at the Zoo. Two weekends, Sat. and 
Sun. Trick or treat stations, animal demonstrations, family-friendly 
entertainment. Free with admission. www.denverzoo.org

10/23 Sunday—Morrison Nature Center Trick or 
Treat Trail. Star K Ranch, Booths, scavenger hunt and more. 
1-4pm. 16002 E. Smith Rd. Rain date 10/30. www.auroragov.org/
nature
10/29 Saturday—Hauntings at the Hangar. Halloween 
festivities at Wings Over the Rockies Museum. 12-4pm. Free with 
museum admission. www.wingsmuseum.org
10/28 Friday—Forney Museum Fall Festival. 5:30-9pm. 
Games, magician, prizes, trick or treat inside. Adults $5, 12 and 
under free. www.forneymuseum.org
10/28 to 10/29—Boo After Dark. Denver Zoo after dark. 
Trick or treat stations, animal demonstrations, family-friendly enter-
tainment. $17/adults, $12 children. www.denverzoo.org
10/28 to 10/30—Trick or Treat Street at The Chil-
dren’s Museum. 9am-7:30pm. Trick or treat stations, Halloween 
activities/entertainment included in admission. . www.mychildsmu-
seum.org
10/29 Saturday—Boo on the Bluff- Trick or Treat 
Trail at Bluff Lake Nature Center. 10am-1pm. Come and 
learn about nature while enjoying treats and crafts. Costumes en-
couraged. $2/person. jlamontagne@blufflake.org. www.blufflake.org.
10/29 Saturday—Historic Halloween at History Colo-
rado Center. 11:30am-2pm. Trick or treat around the museum; 
meet famous Coloradans including Buffalo Bill and Molly Brown. 
Free with admission. www.historycolorado.org
10/29 Saturday—Lowry Halloween Festival and 
School Expo. 3-6 pm. Trick or treat, carriage rides, mini train 
rides and kids activities. www.lowrydenver.com
10/29 to 10/30—Colorado Railroad Museum’s Trick 
or Treat Train. Rides and activities. 10am-4pm. Adult $15, child 
$5, Seniors $10. www.coloradorailroadmuseum.org

DENVER METRO EVENTS
Through 10/2—Stories in Sculpture: Selections from 
the Walker Art Center Collection. Denver Botanic Gar-
dens, 13 sculptures throughout the gardens. Free with admission. 
www.botanicgardens.org
Through 10/2—Rhythm and Roots: Dance in Amer-
ican Art. 90 paintings, photographs, sculptures and costumes 
1830-1960 portray dances from sacred dances of indigenous North 
Americans to Irish jigs and Spanish flamencos. Included in general 
admission. denverartmuseum.org, http://denverartmuseum.org/
exhibitions/rhythm-and-roots
Through 10/5—Third Annual Beer Flights at DIA. 
Beer garden 11am-7pm daily. On open-air plaza adjacent to Westin 
Denver. Tickets at door for $10; must be 21 or older with valid ID 
to enter. Includes souvenir glass for 10, 2-oz. beer samples from 10 
Colorado breweries. www.flydenver.com/enjoy_relax/eventsden
Through 10/8—Denver Beer Fest. Tastings, tours, paired 
dinners and more. Multiple locations. www.denverbeerfest.com
Through 10/15—Free Composting Classes. At Denver 
Compost Demonstration Site at Gove Community Garden, 13th 
Ave. and Colorado Blvd. Sign up: 303.292.9900 or www.dug.org/
compost.
Through 1/16/17—Washed Ashore, Art to Save the 
Sea at the Denver Zoo. Featuring 15 giant sculptures of sea 
life made from trash collected from beaches. Free with admission. 
www.denverzoo.org
Through 5/28/17—Shock Wave: Japanese Fashion De-
sign, 1980-90s. View gorgeous works of Japanese designers who 
started a fashion revolution in Paris in 1980s-90s. denverartmuse-
um.org, http://denverartmuseum.org/exhibitions/shock-wave
10/2—Colorado Tattoo Convention and Expo. National 
Western Complex. www.coloradotattooconvention.com
10/5 to 10/9—30th Pastoral Anniversary–Rev. Dr. 
Jules E. Smith. Rising Star Missionary Baptist Church, 1500 S. 
Dayton, celebrates its pastor. Nightly services 7pm; Sun. 7:45 am 

and 10:30am. Pastoral luncheon 10/8, 1pm at Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, 13200 E. 14th Pl., Aurora. Luncheon ticket donations 
$50 seniors, $25 ages 12 and under. Fairy Hanley: 303.261.5086. 
http://risingstarmbchurch.org
10/6 to 10/8—Franchise Expo West. Premier franchise 
event in western U.S. to meet 200+ franchise brands at all invest-
ment levels. 60 free seminars, 5 in-depth workshops, 1-on-1 con-
sulting, financial discounts, and speakers such as host of CNBC s 
The Profit, Marcus Lemonis. http://.franchiseexpowest.com
10/7 Friday—Chocolate Crisis Center Choctoberfest 
2016. Win Oktoberfest beer stein filled with chocolate; pre-or-
der your client/employee holiday gifts; eat ridiculous amounts 
of Belgian Chocolate; and laugh in photo-booth session with 
deranged psychiatrist at RiNo Art District’s First Friday. 5-9pm. 
https://chocolatecrisiscenter.com/events/chocolate-crisis-cen-
ter-april-first-friday, http://facebook.com/chocolatecrisiscenter
10/7 Friday—Road to Reading Fundraiser for Read-
ing Partners Colorado. Denver Botanic Gardens. Ticket 
includes beer, wine, appetizers and auction items. For info on 
sponsorships, donate auction item or tickets: marjorie.thirlby@
readingpartners.org, 720.409.9909.
10/8 Saturday—Big Head Blues Club featuring Big 
Head Todd and the Monsters. With Colorado Symphony. 
$25-$69. Boettcher Concert Hall. 7:30pm. www.coloradosym-
phony.org
10/8 to 10/9—Forney Museum Book Sale Fundrais-
er. Free admission with purchase of 2 books. Forney Transporta-
tion Museum, 4303 Brighton Blvd. www.forneymuseum.org
10/15 Saturday—Cockpit Demo Day. Free with admis-
sion, Wings Over the Rockies Museum, Lowry. 10am-2pm. www.
wingsmuseum.org
10/15 Saturday—Night of the Living Brass. 7:30pm. 
Newman Center for Performing Arts. Concert features spirited 
evening of ghoulishly good music and ghostly attire. Kids/parents 
encouraged to dress in costume. Tickets start at $22; discounts 
for kids, students, seniors, and groups: Denver Brass office at 
303.832.4676, at Newman Center Box Office, and www.new-
mantix.com/denverbrass. http://.denverbrass.org, http://.newman-
tix.com/denverbrass
10/22 to 10/23—Appalachian Spring. Ballet Ariel-cre-
ated original classical ballet set to Aaron Copland’s Appalachian 
Spring. 10/22 at 7:30pm and 10/23 at 3pm. 303.945.4388 or 
www.balletariel.org. $15 kids, $20 students/seniors, $25 adults. 
www.balletariel.org
10/22 Saturday—12th Annual Denver Gorilla Run. 
11am. The Westin, Westminster. www.denvergorillarun.com
10/22 Saturday—Subaru VeloSwap. World’s largest con-
sumer bicycling/sports expo for all things cycling. http://veloswap.
com
10/29 to 10/30—Westernaires Annual Horseca-
pades Show. Professional performance of largest precision 
drill team in world. National Western Complex. Tickets at door 
or from Westernaires members. www.westernaires.org
11/2 to 11/4—Denver International Wine Festival. 
Westin DIA. Tickets: www.denverwinefest.com
11/5 Saturday—Dia de Los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead) Celebration. Mexican celebration to remember loved 
ones who have passed. Traditional Aztec 

To view more events  
or to submit your own, 
visit FrontPorchStapleton.com > Events

(continued on page 34)
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10/4 to 10/25—Tuesdays in October 
Four Mile Historic Park Small Settlers. 
Ages 2-5 accompanied by parent/caregiver. 
9-10am. $5/child adults free, members free. 715 S. 
Forest St. Advance register: 720.865.0814 or edu-
cation@fourmilepark.org. www.fourmilepark.org
10/8 to 10/22—Lowe’s Build and Grow 
Kids Clinics. Bring kids to Lowe’s stores to 
build FREE wood project: Monthly, 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays. Free apron, goggles, project-themed 
patch, merit certificate on completion. 10am. 
www.lowesbuildandgrow.com
10/12 Wednesday—Children’s Muse-
um Workshop: Pumpkin Party. All things 
pumpkin family workshop: pumpkin stories, 
explore pumpkin parts, taste pumpkin treats, 
use pumpkins to make spooky art. Tickets: $10/
member, $20/nonmember and include museum 
admission. Melanie Lewis (melaniel@cmdenver.
org), http://mychildsmuseum.org/events/EventDe-
tail/fee-based-workshop-pumpkin-party-in-joy-
park/, http://mychildsmuseum.org
10/14 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park 
Hay Bales and Tall Tales. 12-1pm. Free 
with admission. 715 S. Forest St. www.four-
milepark.org
10/25 Tuesday—Inside the Orchestra 
Tiny Tots Concert. Temple Emanuel, 51 
Grape St. Performances 9:30am and 10:45am. 
Check website for other performances and ticket 
info. www.insidetheorchestra.com

LECTURES AND CLASSES
10/6 Thursday—League of Women 
Voters Ballot Issue Discussion. Discus-
sion/overview of state and local ballot issues. 
5:30pm. Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church, 
1980 Dahlia. info@lwvdenver.org. www.lwvden-
ver.org
10/11 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–
Brexit- What Does the Future Hold for 
the UK and the European Union? 10:15-
11:15am. Jewish Community Center, 350 S. Dahlia 
St. 303.316.6359. www.ActiveMinds.com
10/13 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)–
The Refugee Crisis. 6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary 
Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 720.865.0325. www.
ActiveMinds.com
10/14 Friday—Active Minds (Free)–
Spooky Music. 2-3pm. Schlessman Library, 100 
Poplar St. www.ActiveMinds.com
10/15 Saturday—Active Minds 
(Free)--Colorado Ballot Issues 2016. 
11am-noon. Park Hill Library, 4705 Montview 
Blvd. http://activeminds.com
10/17 Monday—League of Women 
Voters Minimum Wage Discussion. 
Ballot issue on minimum wage discussion. 5:30pm. 
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia. 
info@lwvdenver.org. www.lwvdenver.org
10/17 Monday—Lecture Series by The 
People: The Making of Colorado Past 
and Present. 3rd Monday monthly at 1pm 
and 7pm, History Colorado Center. Denver’s An-
ti-Chinese Riot and American Politics, presented 
by Dr. Liping Zhu, Eastern Washington Univ. www.
historycolorado.org
10/24 Monday—Active Minds (Free)--
NASA and Future of Space Exploration. 
2:30-3:30pm. Springbrooke, 6800 Leetsdale Dr. 
RSVP required (limited seating). 303.331.9963 
Fills up so must RSVP well in advance. No groups, 

dancing, crafts, face painting ($5), etc. 9am-3pm. 
Free with admission. Denver Botanic Gardens. 
www.botanicgardens.org
11/5 Saturday—Spreading Wings Gala. 
Tickets and tables can be purchased at http://
wingsmuseum.org/spreadingwingsgala/

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
10/1 Saturday—Dogfest Walk n’ Roll. 
deKoevend Park, Centennial. www.cci.org/dogfest
10/9 Sunday—The bRUNch Run. Sta-
pleton Central Park, 5K and 10K. Race 9:30am, 
festival 10am-noon. http://www.brunchrunning.
com/race-series
10/21 Friday—Scream Scram 5K. Benefits 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Denver. Washington Park. 
6pm. Prizes for best costumes, Trick or Treat 
Street, 100-meter dash for kids. www.bgcmd.org/
events/scream-scram
10/27 Thursday—Surrogacy and Egg 
Donation Information Seminar. The Family 
Room, 6279 W 38th Ave., Suite 1, 10-11am. Find 
out how to earn money while helping someone 
else to create a family. Free babysitting, light 
refreshments provided. http://coloradosurro.com, 
http://angeleggdonation.com

KIDS AND FAMILIES
Through 10/9—Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num and Bailey Presents Out of This 
World. Denver Coliseum, I-70 and Brighton 
Blvd. Tickets from $15. www.ringling.com
10/1 Saturday—Home Depot Kids 
Workshop. 9am-12pm. FREE how-to clinics 
first Sat. monthly, ages 5-12. Get Home Depot 
apron, wooden project and project pin. Metro-ar-
ea Home Depot stores. www.homedepot.com
10/2 Sunday—ALAS: Explorando Opor-
tunidades en STEM. Wings Over the Rockies 
Air & Space Museum will host free ALAS event on 
opportunities in science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) designed for Latina and Latino 
students and their families to explore STEM 
careers in space and aviation. Fun workshops, 
interesting speakers, demonstrations and variety 
of make-and-take projects. Register to attend at 
WingsMuseum.org/STEM. http://wingsmuseum.
org/stem/

please. http://activeminds.com
10/25 Tuesday—Active Minds (Free)–
Monsters and Legends. 5-6pm. Tattered 
Cover, 2526 E. Colfax. 303.322.7727, www.
ActiveMinds.com
10/25 Tuesday—Lowry Foundation 
Speaker Series. Speaker on Tuskegee 
Airmen. 7-8:30pm. Eisenhower Chapel, 293 
Roslyn St. First black servicemen to serve as 
military aviators in U.S. armed forces, flying with 
distinction during World War II and subject to 
racial discrimination at home and abroad. Their 
success paved way for integration of U.S. armed 
forces under Pres. Truman in 1948. Free, no res-
ervations required. Karen House: 303.757.7658 
or ekhouse@jherzog.com, http://lowryfounda-
tion.org
10/27 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)–
Yemen. 6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 
Roslyn St. 720.865.0325. www.ActiveMinds.com
10/27 Thursday—Active Minds (Free)-
-Oil. 9:30-11:30am (9:30 reception, 10 
program). Rosemark at Mayfair Park, 833 Jersey: 
RSVP: 303.770.7673. http://activeminds.com

MUSEUMS—DENVER MUSEUM OF 
NATURE & SCIENCE
Through 1/8—Extreme Mammals. Free 
with admission. www.dmns.org
Through 2/9—IMAX. Wild Africa 3D, 
Mummies: Secrets of the Pharaohs (begins 
10/14). www.dmns.org
Through 2/9—Planetarium. Black Holes: 
The Other Side of Infinity, Cosmic Journey: A 
Solar System Adventure, Destination Solar Sys-
tem, One World One Sky: Big Bird’s Adventure. 
www.dmns.org
10/14 to 2/5—Mummies: Secrets from 
the Tombs. Special ticket required. www.
dmns.org
10/20 Thursday—Science Lounge: 
You’re So Dead. Cocktails/entertainment 
every 3rd Thurs. monthly. 6:30-9:30pm. $8/mem-
bers; $10/nonmembers. www.dmns.org

MUSEUMS—FREE DAYS
10/1 Saturday—Denver Art Museum 
Free Day. SCFD Free day. www.denverartmu-
seum.org
10/4 Tuesday—Children’s Museum Free 
Target Tuesday. 4-8pm. www.cmdenver.org
10/14 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park 
Free Day. SCFD Free second Friday, 12pm-
4pm. www.fourmilepark.org
10/24 Monday—Denver Museum of 
Nature & Science Free Day. SCFD Free 
day. (Fossil Day). www.dmns.org
10/28 Friday—Clyfford Still Museum. 
SCFD Free day. Free admission last Friday 
monthly all day. Free admission every Friday 
5-8pm. 1250 Bannock St. www.clyffordstillmu-
seum.org
11/1 Tuesday—Children’s Museum 
Free Target Tuesday. 4-8pm. www.cmden-
ver.org
11/5 Saturday—Denver Art Museum 
Free Day. SCFD Free day. www.denverartmu-
seum.org

NORTHEAST DENVER/AURORA EVENTS
10/1 Saturday—7th Annual FarmFest 
at The Urban Farm. 10am-2pm. Horse 

Love Your Smile!

IV Sedation | Wisdom Tooth Removal | Implants | Dentures | Invisalign

$99
Exam, X-rays & Cleaning

OR

Whitening for Life

Dr. Kate Steele • Steele Dentistry
 3545 Quebec St, Ste 110
Denver, CO 80238 (Behind Sonic)
303-278-3353 • steeledental.com

Civil Disputes • Personal Injury • Real Estate 
Wills and Estates • Criminal Defense

303.377.2933  
www.cityparklaw.com • 3401 Quebec St, Suite 9350

Angela Hutton-Hall, Esq. • Wayne E. Vaden, Esq. • Stephen A. Justino, Esq.

4801 Monaco St • dartauto.com • 303-296-1188

riding, sheep shearing demos, alternative gardening 
presentations, feed a goat, gather eggs, etc. $10/person 
ages 2+ or $35/ family. www.theurbanfarm.org
10/1 Saturday—Denver Language School 
Night Market. Unique blend of our Hispanic and 
Asian heritage. Food booths, merchant booths, carnival 
games, performances. etc. Open to public. George 
Washington HS, 655 S. Monaco Pkway.
10/1 to 10/10—Stapleton Community Food 
Drive. Bring donations to sponsor locations or fill 
white collection bags dropped at homes. Bags picked 
up 10/8. www.StapletonFoodDrive.com
10/2 Sunday—Art Show at Montview Blvd. 
Presbyterian Church. Local artists in The Gallery 
Room, basement at 1980 Dahlia St. Open during 
church hours. Paintings/photography for purchase by 
directly contacting artist. 10% of sales goes to art guild.
10/9 Sunday—Adolesco Youth Exchange 
Info Meeting. Info meeting re flexible, affordable 
not-for-profit program of 3-week to 3-month short-
term language immersion and cultural exchanges 
for kids 9-17 to learn French in France, German in 
Germany and Spanish in Spain. Open to qualifying 
English-speaking students. Applications for 2017 and 
2018 exchanges due 10/23. 2-4pm, Sam Gary Library, 
2961 Roslyn St. RSVP: colorado@adolesco.org. Sign up 
for newsletter: adolesco.org/contact - https://adolesco.
org, www.facebook.com/events/326488674364072/
10/15 to 10/16—The Aurora Symphony 
Orchestra and Opera on Tap Colorado 
Present Die Fledermaus. 10/15 7pm; 10/16 3pm, 
North Middle School Auditorium, 12095 Montview 
Blvd., Aurora. $20 gen. admission; $15 65 and over; 
$15 military; free for students 18 and under. Tickets: 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2589656 or at 
door. www.aurorasymphony.org/masterworks.html; or 
303.873.6622, info@aurorasymphony.org
10/21 Friday—Lowry Uncorked. Fall wine 
tasting at Eisenhower Chapel. 6-8:30pm. www.low-
rydenver.com
10/22 to 10/23—Repticon 2016. Arapahoe 
County Fairgrounds, featuring vendors offering reptile 
pets, cages, merchandise, live animal seminars, etc. 
Adults $10, kids 5-12 $5. www.arapahoegov.com
11/5 Saturday—Spreading Wings Gala. Join 
us for an evening as we honor the Determination and 
Valor of the American Fighter Aces. http://wingsmu-
seum.org, http://wingsmuseum.org/event-calendar/
spreading-wings-gala-2

NORTHFIELD EVENTS
10/7 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New 
Release. The Girl on the Train; Middle School: The 
Worst Years of my Life; Under the Shadow; Voiceless. 
www.harkinstheatres.com
10/14 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New 
Release. The Accountant; Kevin Hart: What Now. 
www.harkinstheatres.com
10/21 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New 
Release. Boo! A Medea Halloween; Jack Reacher: 
Never Go Back. www.harkinstheatres.com
10/28 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New 
Release. Inferno www.harkinstheatres.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE REFUGE
10/1 Saturday—Kids Fishing Clinic. 10am-
1pm. Ages 6+ poles available for loan. www.fws.gov/
refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
10/1 Saturday—Wildlife Viewing Tour. 9:30-
11am, bus tour of refuge. Repeats 10/9, 23 and 29. 

(continued from page 33)
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Noah Makovsky, MD
Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD

Amy Nash, MD
Richard Gustafson, MD

Nicole Erwin, MD

The practitioners and staff 
congratulate Dr. Noah Makovsky’s 
11th year named Top Doctor 
by 5280 Magazine!

Robyn Smith, PA-C 
Kara Lampe, PA-C 

Noriko Rothberg, CPNP
Danny Kamlet, PA

2016
WINNER

LOCAL  EVENTs

(continued on page 34)

RSVP required. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
10/1 to 11/27—6th Annual Refuge Amateur Photo 
Contest. Vote for your favorite in the Visitors Center, winners an-
nounced in early Dec. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
10/8 Saturday—Seed Gathering. 9:30-11:30am, ages 8+. 
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
10/8 Saturday—Wild about Ferrets! 9:30-11am for families, 
ages 6 and up. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
10/15 Saturday—Refuge Day. 11am-2pm. www.fws.gov/ref-
uge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/
10/22 Saturday—Fall Hike ‘n’ Bird. 9-11:30am. Be com-
fortable hiking up to 3 miles. RSVP required. www.fws.gov/refuge/
rocky_mountain_arsenal/
10/30 Sunday—Halloween Build a Bison. 1-2:30pm. 
Explore real bison bones as you work in teams to assemble a bison 
head to tail. All ages. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION
10/13 Thursday—International School of Denver Open 
House. Preschool and kindergarten, Email admissions@isdenver.
org to schedule a tour.
11/2 Wednesday—William “Bill” Roberts Middle 
School Open House. Learn about our educational journey, in-
clusive extracurricular activities, athletics and new SMART lab. Tours 
into January. Hilary Afshary, brmarketing_communications@yahoo.
com. http://billroberts.dpsk12.org/parents/take-a-tour/

THEATRE
Through 10/3—Sister Act. Arvada Center, 6901 Wadsworth 
Blvd. Arvada. 720.898.7200, www.arvadacenter.org
Through 10/16—The Glass Menagerie. Ricketson The-
atre, Denver Center for the Performing Arts. 303.893.4100, www.
denvercenter.org
Through 10/23—The Oldest Boy. Vintage Theatre. 1468 
Dayton St., Aurora Cultural Arts District. www.vintagetheatre.org
Through 10/30—Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka. Vintage 
Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., Aurora Cultural Arts District. www.
vintagetheatre.org
Through 10/9—Cabaret. Buell Theatre, Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts. 303.893.4100, www.denvercenter.org
Through 10/30—Frankenstein. Stage Theatre, Denver Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts. 303.893.4100, www.denvercenter.org
10/7 to 10/16—Gilbert & Sullivan’s Comic Operetta 
“Ruddigore” (or “The Witch’s Curse”). Classic Victorian 
operetta, fully staged with chamber orchestra. 10/7,8, 14, 15 at 7pm; 
10/9, 16 at 2pm. Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia 
St. http://elps.org/ruddigore-or-the-witchs-curse/, http://elps.org/
tickets/
10/7 to 10/23—Swan Lake. Presented by Colorado Ballet. 
Ellie Caulkins Opera House. www.coloradoballet.org
10/7 to 11/6—Dracula. Aurora Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. Colfax 
Ave. www.aurorafoxartscenter.org
10/8 to 11/5—The Crucible. Firehouse Theater Company at 
John Hand Theater, 7653 E. 1st Place in Lowry. www.firehousethe-
atercompany.com
10/8 to 11/5—Wait Until Dark. Avenue Theatre, 417 E. 17th 
Ave. www.avenuetheater.com
10/15 to 3/12—An Act of God. Garner Galleria Theatre, 
Denver Center for the Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.org

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Ongoing—Reading Volunteers Needed. Volunteers needed 
to share reading with students, one-on-one, once a week. Times: 
8:10-8:55am. Days: Tues.-Fri. Email Julie@partnersinliteracy.org or 
303.316.3944 ext. 241
10/1 Saturday—Neighborhood Partners Environmen-
tal Team (NPET) Volunteer Project Along Sand Creek 
Regional Greenway. Protect trees from beavers, weed, pick up 
trash, etc. 10000 E, Smith Rd. 9-11am. RSVPs appreciated but not 
necessary. RSVP: Mollie at mhayden@sandcreekgreenway.org or 
mollie.hayden@gmail.com. http://sandcreekgreenway.org/ 

MORE EVENTS
Now open – Extreme Mammals
A new exhibition, “Extreme Mammals,”  opened at the Denver 
Museum of Nature & Science on Sept. 23. Spectacular fossils, 
vivid reconstructions and lifelike models trace the ancestry 
and evolution of mammals, showing how and why some of 
them could attract the attention of carnival barkers and curi-
osity seekers. In “Extreme Mammals,” the animals are com-
pared to their ancestors, closest relatives or contemporaries 
to document and explain what is normal and what is extreme.

From the largest land mammal ever—a 15-foot-tall, 20-ton ex-
tinct vegetarian named Indricotherium—to the tiny 50-million-
year-old, 1-inch Batodonoides, visitors will find many surprises 
including: the biggest marsupial to walk the earth, a giant pig 
whose teeth grew through the top of its snout, “walking” 
whales and seals and a car-sized relative of the armadillo.

Admission to “Extreme Mammals” is free with general admis-
sion. For more information, visit dmns.org/mammals. 

Through October 5 – Beer Flights
Denver International Airport (DIA) will host its Third Annual 
“Beer Flights” beer garden from 11am to 7pm daily beginning 
Sept. 30 through Oct. 5. Tickets are available at the door for 
$10 to visitors 21 and older with a valid ID. Cash and most 
major credit cards will be accepted. The event will be held at 
he airport’s open-air plaza adjacent to the Westin Denver.

Admission includes a souvenir glass for 10 two oz. samples of 
beer. Colorado breweries represented at the event are: Avery 
Brewing, Boulder,Boulder Beer, Epic Brewing, Denver, Odell’s, 
Fort Collins, Oskar Blues, Longmont Elevation Beer Co., Tom-
my Knocker, Idaho Springs, SKA Brewing, Durango, Telluride 
Brewing, Telluride and Renegade Brewery - Denver.

The Dinosaur On Your Dinner Table
A new and innovative online experience by Google, the Den-
ver Museum of Nature & Science and other natural history 
institutions worldwide brings rarely seen collections to the 
public for free. The interactive online discovery tool enables 
web users to discover natural history treasures by using 
state-of-the-art technology. Viewers can come face-to-face 
with Jurassic giants in 360 degree videos to give them a better 
understanding of how these animals lived.

The Denver Museum of Nature & Science created “The Dino-
saur on Your Dinner Table,” a multimedia exhibit experience 
designed specifically for Google Cultural Institute. Through 
video, archival photos and interpretive text, viewers are treat-
ed to the story of the wild turkey, the largest living dinosaur 
that escaped a giant asteroid and natural selection only to land 
on our dinner tables at Thanksgiving.

In addition to the exhibit, Google Arts & Culture visitors can 
view 150 items from the Museum’s collections. these items 
are not on display, so the online display allows access to these 
objects that few others have been fortunate enough to see. 
Google Arts & Culture works together with more than 1,000 
organizations to put the world’s cultural treasures at the 
fingertips of Internet users and is building tools that allow the 
cultural sector to share more of its diverse heritage online.

The online exhibition is available at g.co/naturalhistory and is 
open for all online, for free on the web and through the new 
Google Arts & Culture mobile app on iOS and Android. All the 
360 degree videos are available on YouTube.
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The team that will bring the fun to all of your Whimsy Northfi eld 
events. From L-R, Jules, Ashley, Patty, Jessica and Dustin.  

$10 OFF All Adult Classes 
Use code TENOFF when you book online.
Offer good on classes through Nov, 2016 
if you book by October 31. Only good 
at The Shops at Northfi eld location. 

Paint, Drink, 
& Have a Blast!
For an extraordinary night out, 

date or event—book with us today.
Our Whimsy Team will help plan every aspect of your event

 Offi ce Christmas Parties | Team Building Events
We teach you everything, no experience necessary. 

Book today, space is limited.

8246 Northfi eld Blvd. #1426 @ The Shops at Northfi eld Stapleton  |  303.373.5555  |  www.whimsypaintandsip.com

We’re In Your Neighborhood!
Central Park Professional Condominiums

2373 Central Park Boulevard, #202
Denver, Colorado  80238

Call Now to Schedule Flu Vaccine Appointments! 

The CDC and AAP recommend a seasonal flu vaccine for EVERYONE over 6 months of age.

www.AdvancedPediatricAssociates.com | Like  Us  On  Facebook      | 303-699-6200

Learn how a career with us can be much more than 
just a job. Training is provided. 

Visit HomeInstead.com/denversouth
303.389.5700

Must be able to laugh, learn 
and change the lives of the 

people around you.

CAREGivers  
Wanted

SM

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated. © 2016 Home Instead, Inc.

By John Fernandez

The City of Aurora is moving forward 
with a pilot project to install bike 
lanes on Montview Blvd. to improve 

mobility options for all travel modes in this 
heavily travelled corridor. Before the end 
of October, bike lanes will be installed on 
Montview Blvd. between Havana and Oswe-
go streets. The installation is happening in 
conjunction with a street repaving project for 
that segment of Montview.

Aurora has not established a timetable for that 
potential project. 

“Montview Blvd. is a key transportation 
corridor between the Anschutz Medical Cam-
pus and all points west,” said Karen Hancock, 
planning supervisor for the city of Aurora. 
“These improvements are about creating a 
safer passageway for all modes of travel on 
Montview Blvd. The new facilities will not 
only provide a dedicated lane for cyclists to 
address past conflicts caused by shared use of 
the drive lane, but also will provide a buffer 
for pedestrians on the sidewalks.”

The Montview bike lanes will be comple-
mented by two new facilities being installed as 
development of the Aurora portion of Staple-
ton gets underway: bike lanes along 26th Ave. 
and a multiuse path through the 26th Ave. 
Park and the residential development taking 
place in the blocks bounded by Fulton St., 
26th Ave., Moline St. and 25th Ave.  

Restriping Montview for Cyclists

New bike lanes on Montview will be separated from motor vehicle lanes by a painted butter.

While Montview Blvd. will remain two 
lanes in both directions along that stretch, 
the project will eliminate on-street parking 
where bike lanes are installed. The center 
two-way turn lane also will be preserved. The 
bike lanes will replace the “sharrows” installed 
a few years ago. One key safety feature is the 
“buffering” of the bike lanes by separating 
them from adjacent motorized traffic by 
striping the pavement.

Depending on the success of the pilot 
project, the city will evaluate the potential ex-
tension of the lanes west to the city limits at 
Yosemite St. (Central Park Blvd.) in summer 
2017. This extension would provide continu-
ity to the bike lanes on the Denver portion 
of Montview. The stretch of Montview from 
Peoria to Oswego St. would not be re-
striped pending re-evaluation of and possible 
reconstruction of that major intersection. 
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Stapleton Update
Lt. Ian Culverhouse Takes Over Stapleton Precinct

By Melinda Pearson

Message to neighborhood thieves taking packages 
from porches and items from cars: the police are 
doubling down on their efforts to catch you.

Stapleton’s new Lt. Ian Culverhouse says they will con-
tinue to put decoy packages with GPS tracking devices on 
porches—though unfortunately they have not yet caught a 
“porch pirate” with this method. 

And after theft 
from motor vehicles 
increased to 23 from 
seven in the prior 
month in Precinct 
511, Culverhouse 
met with mall 
management at the 
Shops at Northfield, 
and they have now 
stepped up patrols 
of the parking lots. 
“They noticed some 
juveniles who were 
wearing gloves and 
walking by and 
checking door han-
dles,” says Culver-
house, “Thankfully, mall security made contact with them, 
and they got in a car and fled, but I’m convinced that 
because of their pro-active behavior they prevented some 
customers from having their stuff stolen.”

Culverhouse is picking up where Lt. Robert Wyckoff 
left off as Precinct 511 lieutenant. After serving in Sta-
pleton for two years, Lt. Wyckoff has moved on to work 
under Deputy Chief of Operations David Quinones at 
DPD central headquarters.

Wyckoff set up an active community policing program 
in Stapleton based on engaging busy citizens at the places 
where they go—community outreach tables at outdoor 
movie nights, the Farmers Market, and MCA events. He 
partnered with Stapleton resident Andres Chaparro, the 
president and general manager of Telemundo 25 Denver, 

to develop public service announcements to increase 
awareness and encourage responsibility. He says Staple-
ton now has “the most active and robust Neighborhood 
Watch” and “the nicest cop shop” in Denver. In his new 
position, Wyckoff hopes that he can encourage other area 
lieutenants to use similar measures to promote engage-
ment within their communities.

Lt. Culverhouse grew up in Littleton and lives in the 
south metro area with his 
wife, three children and 
German shepherd. He 
feels a strong connection 
to Stapleton through 
friends and family and is 
very excited to be working 
with this community after 
having served in District 2 
for nine and a half years, 
covering the Park Hill/NE 
Denver area.

As the population 
of Stapleton expands to 
the north, Culverhouse 
hopes District 5 can get 
more officers: “I do know 
that they are looking at 

re-doing some boundary lines within Stapleton that would 
potentially add more officers.” Such decisions are data 
driven, he says, so it is important to call in all incidents 
and information, including seemingly small things such 
as suspicious vehicles or behaviors. Culverhouse advocates 
the use of the “Text a Tip” program (720.723.8911), 
which messages the police non-emergency line and is 
reviewed at monthly meetings. 

The Neighborhood Watch program is growing under 
the leadership of Ed Corvack at “The Hub” in Northfield. 
To join or get more information, call Ed at 720.865.2356. 
Culverhouse also notes the value of using social media, 
such as Nextdoor.com and the Stapleton Community 
Watch and District 5 Facebook pages, to communicate 
with neighbors about preventable crime. (Anyone can sign 

up at Nextdoor.com using your street address and email.)
Following Wyckoff ’s efforts, Lt. Culverhouse aims to 

continue engaging with citizens and businesses on pre-
venting crimes of opportunity. Thefts from motor vehicles, 

thefts from 
front porches, 
and residen-
tial burglaries, 
particularly open 
garage door bur-
glaries, continue 
to trouble the 
neighborhood. 
Culverhouse 
strongly advo-
cates prevent-
tive measures, 
including the 

use of porch lights, neighborly communication, cameras, 
delivery tracking apps and getting to know neighbors who 
can hold a package for you. He also highly recommends 
automatic garage closing devices, which are now widely 
available at affordable prices.

“We have to work as each other’s keepers,” says Culver-
house, “If you’re the one that’s really vigilant about closing 
your garage door, but your neighbor isn’t, it’s still attracting 
that criminal element. Encourage your neighbor to close 
their door.” 

Robert Wyckoff, former lieutenant in Stapleton, 
moves to DPD central headquarters.

Lt. Ian Culverhouse stresses preventive measures by residents but also says 
police are actively pursuing those stealing items from cars and porches.

The 2017 city budget proposed in Septem-
ber by Denver Mayor Michael Hancock 
includes $8.4 million to complete the 

widening of the Central Park Boulevard bridge 
as it passes over Sand Creek and the rail corridor 
used by the Union Pacific Railroad and RTD’s 
A Line commuter rail facility. City Council 
will adopt the budget in November. If the CPB 
bridge project remains in the budget, construc-
tion will begin in November 2017 with comple-
tion a year later (late fall 2018).

The project completes the final 0.65 mile 
section of Central Park Boulevard south of I-70, 
extending from 36th Avenue to 40th Avenue. It 
will eliminate the lane shifts necessitated by the 

Funding Announced for CPB Bridge Widening

By John Fernandez

The 2017 city budget proposed in September by 
Denver Mayor Michael Hancock includes $8.4 
million to complete the widening of the Central 

Park Boulevard (CPB) bridge as it passes over Sand Creek 
and the rail corridor used by the Union Pacific Railroad 
and RTD’s A Line commuter rail facility. City Council will 
adopt the budget in November. If the CPB bridge project 
remains in the budget, construction will begin in Novem-
ber 2017 with completion a year later (late fall 2018).

The project completes the final 0.65 mile section of 
Central Park Boulevard south of I-70, extending from 
36th Avenue to 40th Avenue. It will eliminate the lane 
shifts necessitated by the connection of the existing two-

lane bridge to multiple lanes north of 40th Avenue. The 
new section of the CPB bridge will be a mirror image 
of the existing facility – two through travel lanes and an 
attached multi-use path for cyclists and pedestrians. 

The source of funds is the City Retained Tax (CRT) 
via an annual transfer from the General Fund. Essen-
tially, CRT is a portion of the property and sales tax 
collected in Stapleton. For 25 years, those taxes are spent 
only in Stapleton through a mechanism known as tax 
increment financing (TIF). CRT is currently 30 percent 
percent of TIF revenue paid to the City of Denver to 
provide city services for Stapleton. In June, 2025, TIF 
revenue for Stapleton development ends.

Pillars to support a four-lane bridge were built during original construction, though only two lanes were completed.  
Above, the additional pillars are visible on the west side of the bridge.
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BRIAN TROMMETER, DDS, MSD
Orthodontic Specialist

....................................................
8354 Northfield Blvd, Suite 2730
Denver, CO 80238 • 720.420.4320
www.trommeterortho.com

The American  
Association of Orthodontists 
recommends an orthodontic  
visit at age 7 — have your 

child’s complimentary  
evaluation at Trommeter 

Orthodontics!

October is  
National Orthodontic  

Health Month

A BOUTIQUE SALON IN NORTHWEST DENVER 
+ COMING TO STANLEY MARKETPLACE FALL OF 2016

Smith Road Underpass (locator map and photo)

Construction is underway that will remove 
the gap in the Sand Creek Regional 
Greenway (SCRG) trail, with plans for 

an opening by Nov. 1.  The new trail segment 
passes under the A Line and Union Pacific Rail-
road bridges and will allow trail users to travel 
east and west without disruption and without 
having to use the sidewalk on the Central Park 
Blvd. bridge. The concrete trail will be 10 feet wide 
with three-foot-wide shoulders. The longitudinal 

grade along the trail will be five percent or less.
The new trail segment will connect the SCRG 

trail where it passes under the north abutment of 
the Central Park Blvd. bridge to the segment of 
the trail that emerges from the “tunnels” section 
of the regional trail farther east (see map). This 
segment was closed about six years ago when 
construction began on the A Line commuter 
rail corridor. SCRG Executive Director Kate 
Kramer says, “We are so excited and grateful that 
the work is underway. The new trail will pro-
vide great access to the new RTD Central Park 
Station and is much safer for trail users. Also, it 
provides a safe, off-road link that is an alternative 
for bicycle riders and pedestrians going over the 
Central Park Boulevard Bridge. Although that 
bridge is very safe, with the guardrails and wider 
sidewalk, some people, especially children, find 
the climb and length challenging. Now there is a 
good alternative!”

The trail is being constructed by Denver Tran-
sit Partners (DTP), which built the A Line. Re-
placement of the trail became DTP’s obligation 
when the prior soft-surface trail was obliterated 
by the construction of new bridges for the Union 
Pacific Railroad and RTD’s passenger rail facility. 

A new section of the Sand Creek Regional Greenway trail is being constructed under Smith Rd. and adjacent railroad bridges. In this wider-than-180-degree 
panorama view taken from Smith Rd. looking southwest, the roughed in trail is visible at left with Smith Rd. and the Central Park Blvd. bridge at right.

The ice cream shop proposed at the 
Eastbridge retail town center will 
feature a replica wing and partial 

fuselage of the Lockheed Constellation 

airplane that frequented Stapleton Airport in 
the 1940s and 50s. In his presentation to the 
Stapleton Citizens Advisory Board (CAB), 
architect Michael Koch said the sculpture is 

intended to “surprise 
and delight” and is 
a “celebration of the 
history of Stapleton 
Airport.” It will 
undoubtedly heighten 
local awareness of 
the 354-square-foot 
Constellation ice 
cream shop that it 
surmounts.

The ice cream 
“kiosk” is located in 
the central plaza of the 
retail, restaurant and 
service center under 

construction west of Geneva Court and between 
the east and west legs of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd. The new business is scheduled for opening 
in spring or summer of 2017.

The owner and developer of the project is Paul 
Tamburello who is known for his properties in the 
Lower Highland neighborhood of Denver. The East-
bridge store will offer Little Man Ice Cream flavors. 
The Constellation will be open year-round, supple-
menting its ice cream with hot beverages and soups 
during the colder months.

The project is currently seeking a right-of-way en-
croachment permit from the city of Denver because 
the wing “roof” extends over the sidewalk. At 22 
feet above grade, the structure will allow fire trucks 
to pass under. The wing will have to meet standard 
building code requirements for snow load and will 
include heat tape to minimize snow buildup

The fuselage will have an operable door but with 
a railing for safety. It will be accessible by a spiral 
staircase from plaza level. The airplane replica is 
being built by an airplane specialist who has done 
similar projects for Wings Over the Rockies and the 
film and entertainment industry.

Different Topping for Ice Cream Shop Coming to Eastbridge
The ice cream shop construction uses the fuselage of a Lockheed Constellation airplane with a replica wing.

The Sand 
Creek trail is 
shown in deep 
red with the 
new portion 
in bright red. 
Other bike/
pedestrian 
routes are 
shown in 
green.

Missing Link Under Construction
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Saint Joseph Hospital 
Certified Nurse-Midwives
in Stapleton & Uptown

Saint Joseph Hospital’s certified nurse-
midwives partner with expecting moms 
so they can have a healthy pregnancy, 
a healthy body and a healthy baby. From 
low- to high-risk pregnancies, we offer a 
full range of birthing options for mothers 
seeking personalized, high-quality care.

With convenient clinic locations in 
Uptown and Stapleton, our nurse-
midwives are here to help your 
growing family every step of the way. 

Learn more or request an appointment 
at saintjosephdenver.org/midwife
or call 303-318-BABY (2229).

Map of Finished Trails in North Stapleton

With construction continuing in the north, Forest City advises pedestrians 
and cyclists to use the many open trails and stay out of areas that are not 
open to the public. A map of open trails is posted under this headline at 

FrontPorchStapleton.com.

Control Tower Moves Toward New Life  
as “Eatertainment” Center

Punch Bowl CEO Robert Thompson 
and City Councilman Chris Herndon 
officially broke ground on Sept. 14 at 

the old Stapleton Air Traffic Control Tower 
located at Martin Luther King and Central 
Park boulevards. Stapleton Punch Bowl is 
expected to open in Spring 2017.

Left: Councilman Herndon and Robert 
Thompson in an April 2016 photo an-
nouncing Punch Bowl.

Alternative Transportation to Northfield

The 
Shops 
at 

Northfield 
Stapleton and 
the Northeast 
Transporta-
tion Connec-
tions  group 
(NETC) have 
collaborated 
on a cam-
paign encouraging shopping center patrons 
and employees to take alternative transporta-
tion from the Central Park station to the Shops 
at Northfield. Wayfinding signage is the most 
visible aspect of the campaign. Options now 

include Car2Go, which has home lots at 
Northfield, and Lyft, which is offering 
a 25% ride discount the first week of 
October (enter ALINEDENVER in the 
Lyft app). 

Landri Taylor of 
the Stapleton 
Foundation, Angie 
Malpiede of NETC, 
Diana Fiore, general 
manager at the 
Shops at Northfield 
Stapleton and City 
Councilman Chris 
Herndon gather to 
announce alterna-
tive transportation 
between the A Line 
and Northfield.

By John Fernandez
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SUN Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meeting) and 7:30pm (Board meeting) at the Central Park Recreation Center, 9651 
MLK Jr. Blvd.  For information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 

Education Expo – Safety Meeting – Kickball Results – Bylaws change
Save the Date: 6th Annual Stapleton 
Education Expo on November 3rd 

The sixth annual Stapleton Education Expo will be 
held the evening of Thursday November 3rd, North-
field High School (5500 Central Park Blvd, Denver, 
CO 80238) in the Wicker Park Neighborhood of the 
Stapleton Community. There will be an informational 
presentation with updates on issues specific to Sta-
pleton, followed by the expo which will feature local 
preschools, elementary schools, middle schools and 
high schools. The expo is designed both to give parents 
new to the area exposure to local school options and 
to allow students and parents of students in transition 
years to meet with staff from schools in the choice 
boundary.  Additional agenda updates will be available 
in the November SUN spot article of the Front Porch.  

Safety-Focus planned for October 18th 
SUN outreach meetings – 6:30-7:25pm  
Central Park Recreation Center Multipurpose Room

The SUN block captain/outreach meeting in October’s 
planned safety-focused agenda will be a more in-depth op-
portunity to engage and discuss local safety-related concerns 
with representatives from Denver Police Department, beyond 
that provided by the 10 to 15-minute dedicated time at each 
monthly SUN outreach meeting. Concerns regarding sound 
being carried across the community during events at Dicks 
Sporting Goods Park could be discussed as part of this meet-
ing, in the context of discussions between Denver Police and 
Commerce City Police. Additionally, if your block is not yet 
participating in neighborhood watch, please contact DPD 
Community Resource Officer Sherikera L. Heflin (Sherikera.
heflin@denvergov.org) to get started. 

Results from SUN’s 13th Annual 
Kickball Tournament and  
Dining out for SUN

For the first time in 2016, SUN’s annual kickball 
tournament took place in the evening on Saturday 
September 10th, which provided a beautiful sunset 
backdrop for the Kingston Kickers as they became 
champions of the 13th annual kickball tournament.  
Although the HUB/COP shop will benefit from 
funds raised both via the tournament and the din-
ing-out for SUN effort, the Denver Police–affiliated 
team, Team Blue Crew, provided strong competition 
but did not go home with the trophy. 

Potential Addition of Operating 
Principles to SUN bylaws 

At the September monthly meeting of the SUN 
board, an addition to the SUN bylaws was discussed, 
whereby a third section would be added to Article 2 
to publicly state the principles by which SUN seeks 
to operate. The proposed language reads “Section 
3: Operating Principles. SUN does not support any 
aspect of discrimination in any form. SUN seeks to 
foster an environment free of discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, age, ethnicity, religion, national 
origin, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity, sex, marital status, disability, or status as a U.S. 
veteran, in this community, at our meetings, on our 
affiliated social media pages and message boards.” 
The final revision must be voted on by the communi-
ty at the Annual Spring Forum in 2017.

Sick & Tired of Your Weight 
Year after Year?

Get unstuck & schedule your FREE metabolic 
assessment from Dr. Angela Tran. ($200 value)  
Don’t Wait! Call 303-321-0023 now.  
Sessions are limited. Expires 10/31/16.

Stop feeling trapped and 
finally free yourself!
✓  Custom diet and exercise programs with one-on-one 
     physician, personal training, and nutrition counseling
✓  Learn how to overcome emotional eating
✓  Master the behaviors to long-term success

Med-Fit Medical Weight Loss | 2373 Central Park Blvd. #300 | www.DenverWeightLossClinic.com

Creating Bright Futures!

Earn $35k+ being a
surrogate!

The ultimate selfless act; help a
family fulfill their dreams of a child.

Contact us for more information
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service directory

submit a classified ad
Classified ad cost is 25 cents per character, including spaces.  

Classified ads are accepted only by email. Send to  
FrontPorch3@gmail.com. Ads must be received by the  

15th and paid by the 17th to run in the next issue. For more  
information visit www.FrontPorchStapleton.com >  

Classified Advertising > Paid Print Ads.

PAINTING-Premier Paint 
Works: Denver’s Paint 
Specialists since 1993. int/ext 
neat, insured, impeccable refs. 
John 303.864.9247

PERSONAL  
SERVICES MISC 
COUNSELING Marital 
Premarital & Indiv. Lowry 
Office, Kathy Aguirre LCSW 
303.366.1111
PET SITTING AND WALK-
ING-Jazzy Jack Pet Care Ser-
vices-Ginger-720-366-6053
Try NEW Chemical Peel! 
Denise Zaiontz with Mary 
Kay (303) 355-4612
TUTOR- 8 Years exp tutoring 
elem. students; Fun, afford-
able, exceptional results! 
Nancy 720.232.3776

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
AND LEASING – Specializing 
in Stapleton & Park Hill. Call 
or email John Carranza – 
303.489.6196  
jmcarranza@comcast.net. 
www.stapleton360.com
 

 
 

Park Hill & Stapleton: www.
stapleton360.com

for rEnt

BUSINESS SERVICES 
TANKLESS HOT WATER 
HEATER CLEANING Call/
Text Michael at (303) 725-7819 
www.tanklesscleaning.com

DESIGN/REMODEL/
HANDYMAN 
BASEMENTS Best Builders- 
Best in Quality and Design at 
truly affordable prices. Call Jim 
at 720-276-7704
HANDYMAN Affordable, No 
job too small-Bob 720-434-
3649 fixedit40@gmail.com
HANDYMAN & REMODELING 
– Serving Stapleton since 2001. 
Free Estimates 303-333-4507.
HOME RENOVATIONS/
REPAIRS- Painting, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Tile, Drywall, Wood 
Floors. Prices Can’t Be Beat. 
B&D Renovations 720.404.2649
LIC. GC. Finish Carpentry, Re-
modeling, Home Repairs. Small 
difficult jobs welcome. 22 yrs in 
Park Hill. Peter 720-291-6089

ELECTRICAL/
PLUMBING 
MASTER PLUMBER –Mr.Plumb-
er, Est.1978, Licensed, best 
prices, credit cards ok. Jeff 303-
523-6652  
www.mrplumberdenver.com

HOME SERVICES 
MISC 
WINDOW & GUTTER 
CLEANING- Also offering 
House Cleaning. Bob Starr 303 
329 8205

HOUSECLEANING 
HOUSECLEANING Expe-
rienced cleaner Houses/
Apartments/Offices References 
available Stapleton home-owner, 
madeleynecleaning.com, 720-
291-9654
HOUSECLEANING-Ma-
ture-honest-friendly-Depend-
able. 303-671-9065
HOUSECLEANING-Member BBB 
www.ToptoBottomCleaning.biz 
or call Diane 303-668-4014
HOUSECLEANING-White 
Magic-Excellent rates and 
references. Weekly, monthly, 
one-time only. 720-371-3290

LANDSCAPE & 
YARDS 
LANDSCAPING Outdoor living 
spaces xeriscaping flagstone 
pavers millwork arbors planters 
& more Greatscapes Jeff 303-
322-5613

PAINTING 
PAINTERS-Int./Ext. repairs, ins.
Refs.Owner works on site with 
small, highly skilled crew. Crafts-
manship and integrity for 33 
years. Call Mike 303 388 8151
PAINTING-Affordable, Excep-
tional Results 303-474-8882 / 
720-338-1453 – 
www.jcspainting.net – Stapleton 
References
PAINTING- Interior 25 Yr exp. 
in East Den. Maurice Devany 
Refs. 303-902-6495

Op-Ed
Denver’s New Affordable Housing Fund

In Favor
Denver’s Affordable Housing Fund  
proposal creates economic prosperity

As Denver considers a permanent revenue 
proposal we need to remind ourselves of what 
affordable housing actually means. Affordable 
housing benefits residents, communities, and the 
overall economy of our city.

Affordable housing does not mean cheap 
housing. It is housing that a person could rea-
sonably pay for within their price range (without 
skipping on medical necessities or forgoing food 
to make the rent) and feel safe and comfortable 
in their new home. Right now, approximately 
80,000 residents of Denver are paying more than 
50 percent of their income on rent and utilities. 
That means far too many families are making 
unthinkable trade-offs every day to keep a roof 
over their heads.

Affordable housing affects people at many in-
come levels, not limited to those who are working 
for low wages. Many of us have read news articles 
describing teachers, young people, and seniors 
who can no longer afford to live in Denver.   
Households that pay less from their paychecks 
for housing will spend more on other items like 
groceries, clothing, and healthcare.  They can 
also afford to save for emergencies or for major 
purchases like a new home, car, or for education. 

The mayor’s proposal will ease this burden for 
approximately 6,000 families across Denver and 
those families will finally be able to think beyond 
day to day survival and start planning for their 
economic future. 

Affordable housing benefits communities. 
Studies have shown that affordable housing has 
either no effect on property values, or it can raise 
property values in some circumstances. When af-
fordable housing replaces abandoned or distressed 
properties there will usually be a positive effect on 
the community. 

Construction of affordable housing as well 
as rehabilitating existing stock creates economic 
opportunity.  Affordable housing production cre-
ates jobs. When new structures are produced that 
means a higher demand for building materials, 
construction labor, and architects to name a few. 
It also means that local governments reap their 
own economic benefits from new construction, 
like revenue from building permits. 

Beyond property values, the Mayor’s proposal 
asks that all members of Denver’s communities 
pitch in to solve a community-wide problem. We 
are being asked by our Mayor to come together 
to stop this crisis from becoming an epidemic. 
We all have a stake in solving this crisis and we, as 
residents, property owners, and business owners 
of Denver are willing to come together, roll up 
sleeves, and tackle this problem together. 

Terrell Curtis Resident, NE Park Hill
Executive Director, The Delores Project

Opposed
Denver’s proposal to keep wages low

Denver’s Mayor Michael Hancock wants 
to spend $150 million to fund 6000 afford-
able housing units. That’s $25,000 per unit 
to help people that can’t afford housing in 
Denver. But who really benefits? 

Just about everybody assumes an afford-
able housing crisis in Denver.  There are two 
reasons: First, some people can’t afford hous-
ing.  Second, employers can’t find workers 
because housing in Denver is too expensive.  

What makes housing affordable? The 
ability to pay, which is largely dependent on 
income. If I have no income, housing costs as 
low as $10 per month is not affordable. 

Government subsidies for affordable 
housing help keep wages low. If businesses do 
not pay enough to afford housing near work, 
employees have to find work where they can 
afford to live. When employees leave to take 
jobs elsewhere, businesses have two options: 
automate, or raise wages to attract workers. 
Now Hancock is offering a third option: use 
taxpayer money to pay for low wage housing. 
If automation is not possible or practical, 
Hancock’s scheme allows employers to pay 
lower wages.

Of course, the “increased minimum wage 
crowd” believes they have the answer to that: 
make the businesses pay higher wages! Is there 
a limit to what we can make businesses pay? 

How else does subsidized housing hurt? 
People in subsidized housing often receive 
other subsidies – Medicaid, SNAP (food 
stamps), earned income tax credits (federal 
and state), heating assistance, and the list 
goes on and on. If a person receiving those 
subsidies were to make more money, some of 
the subsidies go away. A person can become 
trapped, either working the same low-income 
job for fear of losing subsidies, or unable 
to move for fear of losing the “affordable 
housing.”

Owners of affordable housing units don’t 
participate in market increases. If they wish 
to sell their homes, the government estab-
lishes a maximum resale price. My research 
shows that in one area of Denver, homes that 
do not have government maximums on sale 
prices sold for about 40% more than govern-
ment-priced affordable homes. That might 
keep housing affordable for the next buyer, 
but what was the benefit for the seller? 

This ill-conceived scheme allows low wage 
employers to continue paying low wages, and 
will hurt those that it is intended to help. 

Brian Vande Krol is a director of the Colorado 
Republican Business Coalition, which advocates 
for small business, but not for subsidies. He ran for 
State representative in 2010 and 2012, and is a 
residential real estate appraiser.

Editor’s Note: The Front Porch received the op-ed below in opposition to the new affordable 
fund and solicited the piece in favor so readers can consider opposing views side by side.

Stapleton’s Real Estate Resource

RE/MAX Momentum 303-321-0455
www.MomentumRealtyColorado.com

7505 E 35th Ave. Ste 360, Denver 80238 

MARKET SHARE 
14,719 TOTAL LISTINGS SOLD 
Denver | RE/MAX Mountain States 
July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 
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RE/MAX
2,133 Sides

Keller Williams
1,192 Sides

Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services
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Coldwell Banker
701 Sides

Sotheby's
621 Sides

NOTE: This bar graph combines the “sold” listings of all office locations and independent offices of each multi-office or franchise organization identified, which listings were sold by 
such organization itself, or with the aid of a cooperating broker, according to data maintained by the Local Board or Multiple Listing Service for the geographic area indicated. The 
bar graph compares all those listings that were “sold” by each organization during the period 7/1/15-6/30/16. This representation is based in whole or in part on data supplied by 
Metrolist Colorado. Neither the Associations nor their MLS guarantee or are in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the Associations may not reflect all real 
estate activity in a market. ©2016, RE/MAX, LLC. Each RE/MAX® office is independently owned and operated. 
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No one sells more 
real estate than 

RE/MAX!
In Business
for 19 Years HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Window Washing • Carpet Cleaning • Bonded
& Insured • Offices/Apts./Homes • Park Hill Resident • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690 or 303-719-2456

ACUPUNCTURE
Treating: Pain • Allergies • Stress, Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health Issues • Children’s Health
New Day Acupuncture, 2840 Xanthia Ct. - Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. - Serving Stapleton since 2005
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy • 720-838-7918 • www.acupuncture-in-denver.com
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Lockheed Looks to Middle Schoolers for 2030s Mars Journey

Above: McAuliffe eighth 
grade students line up for 
a virtual reality experience 
of a Mars rover in a school 
bus created by Lockheed 
Martin.

Right: Engineers from Lock-
heed Martin show students 
a replica Orion spacecraft 
and talk about their work 
on a manned mission to 
Mars in the 2030s.

and seeing 
what the base camp might look like. In 
all likelihood, a middle school student 
today will be one of the first human 
travelers to Mars in the mid-2030s—
and Lockheed created this Mars rover 
simulation to inspire middle school 
students to pursue that goal.

Through a partnership with Denver 
Public Schools, Lockheed brought their 
“Mars rover” to McAuliffe Middle School 
where over 400 students experienced the 
simulated ride in early September. Lockheed 
engineers volunteered their time to talk to 
students and encourage them to take STEM 
courses (science, technology, engineering, 

2935 Central Park Blvd
Stapleton

SALE PENDING
Centrally located McStain 

Rowhome
3 bed 3 bath 1,647 Sq Ft

  Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson  
303.886.6606  |  www.wolfe-epperson.com

Selling Stapleton since take-off! 

Autumn Homes!
The Wolfe & Epperson Team

8508 E 25th Dr 
Stapleton 
SOLD

2730 Clinton Street
Stapleton

$1,588,000
• Majestic Urban Estate home
• Unparalleled mountain views
• Innumerable custom upgrades exuding 

modern elegance
• Massive gourmet kitchen with Sub-Zero & 

Wolf appliances
• Stunning master retreat with private balcony 

and spacious dressing room and spa-like 
master bath

• Kohler electronic steam shower, towel warmer, 
and a chromotherapy-equipped tub

• Oscar-worthy home theater with full bar and 
wine room

• Fully functioning outdoor kitchen, hot tub 
and fire pit

• 3 attached garage spaces

2820 Clinton St
Stapleton
SOLD

2601 Hudson St
Park Hill

COMING SOON

3 bed 2 bath 1,497 Sq Ft 
on main + finished bsmt

7th Annual REALGiving Stapleton Campaign coming in November 
Visit http://www.facebook.com/RealGivingStapleton for more info
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D I V O R C E C U S T O D Y•

“Colorado’s Family Law Team”
  Schedule a consultation with Sangeetha Mallavarapu,
  voted a Rising Star by Colorado Super Lawyers for 2015 & 2016 
  303 515-5000 • www.harrisfamilylaw.com

Co-founder of Gainfully Employed Mothers (GEM), a Stapleton networking group
www.facebook.com/groups/stapletonworkingmomsgem/

math) and consider a career working on the 
Mars mission.

Engineer Jim Paradise says not enough 
engineers are graduating to fill the need and 
Lockheed Martin is bringing in engineers 
from other countries. “Half of our engineers 
are baby boomers and the mass exodus of 
baby boomers is beginning. There’s a huge 

shortage looming unless we can pump up 
that pipeline.

“When the dot com boom happened, 
a big chunk of kids went that way instead 
of engineering school—and engineering 
school enrollment went down for about a 
ten-year period,” says Paradise. Engineer-
ing enrollment has started increasing again, 

(continued from page 1)
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Lockheed Looks to Middle Schoolers for 2030s Mars Journey

Above: Lockheed engineer Jim 
Paradise introduces the Mars 
rover experience.

Left and right: Students on 
the Lockheed bus ride see 
actual NASA images of the 
Mars surface and a simulated 
base camp that Lockheed 
expects to build on Mars. GPS 
programming in the video 
simulates turns and stops the 
bus actually makes during the 
8-minute ride.

We’ll make you smile.
Orthodontic Care for adults and children

www.stapletonorthodontics.com
303.31.ORTHO (303.316.7846)

2373 Cental Park Blvd., Suite 302, Denver, CO 80238

preferred provider

he says, but not enough to fill the need.
After the rover experience, students 

agreed it got their attention. Jill Vanderport 
says, “Before this I never thought about 
going to space.”

Maddie Carson-Cotton added, “I like 
to do experiences rather than build things. 
Staying up there for two years you’d really get 

a good feel for what Mars is like—exploring 
what people haven’t explored yet—it would 
be pretty worth it.”

Ben Kaufman says he would like to be on 
the engineering side—building but not going 
into space. “Personally I don’t think I’d risk 
my life and I wouldn’t like to be trapped in a 
small capsule for nine months out.”

But Devon Rutledge says he’s all in for 
such a mission. “I’d like to be an on-board 
engineer because it sounds like on the 
Mars mission, no matter how many extra 
precautions they have, something is going 
to go wrong, and I’d be the person who 
would fix that on board so the mission 
wouldn’t fail. I feel like we’d still have 

communication with home, and I’m 
not all that social a person so it doesn’t 
really matter.”

More about Lockheed Martin’s 
mission to Mars and their efforts to 
interest young people in the project 
can be found at LockheedMartin.com/
GenerationBeyond.
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Diana T. Kumar, MD, Brenda K. Kluherz, CFNP, Dana L. Roper-Cooper, MD

SCLPhysicians.org/EssentialWomenApts 
1960 Ogden Street, Suite 230 | 303-318-3540 

We specialize in a wide range of minimally invasive 
surgeries as well as preventive care and fertility treatment. 
So no matter what you need, our team of physicians and 
nurses is here for you. 

Plus, with online scheduling, you now have access to 
the healthcare that fits your on-the-go lifestyle. 

Visit our website to book your next appointment online.

 A heart for women’s health 
In the heart of Denver.
At Essential Women’s Care, we provide comprehensive, 

patient-focused care for women at every stage of life. From 

regular check-ups to pre-natal and post-menopausal care, 

we’ve made it easier than ever to get the healthcare you 

need—on your terms. 


