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Costumes and
Characters of |

‘Star Wars © «
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More than 70 original costumes from the seven films of the Star Wars series are on display ot the Denver ~ makeup is like a scary clown,” said concept artist lain Mc Caig. “Black and red means danger in
Art Museum now through April 2. Above, evil Sith Darth Maul, center, battles Jedi Knights. “Darth Maul's nature, like a black widow. Our creature maker added the horns, a devil symbol.”

By Laurie Dunklee of the costumes—the real costumes—worn creative process of giving the characters tumes in episodes 1, 2, 3 and 7. “Who’s in

’ I Yhe discovery is in the details. Star by Star Wars iconic characters. From the evil visual credibility. there? The spirit that a character manifests.”
Wars and the Power of Costume at Emperor’s brown and broken fingernails, to “I have to know a character in order Star Wars emphasizes the process of
Denver Art Museum, on exhibit the origins of Princess Leia’s famous hairdo, to design him,” said concept artist lain costuming, from concept to design. The

through April 2, shows off the finer points the exhibition gives visitors a close look at the ~ McCaig, whose drawings guided the cos- exhibition (continued on page 8)

Teens Take to the Streets %“Vf’fggﬁmbﬁ
p

seats for the many
children who started arriving
in Stapleton over 10 years ago,
residents have been wondering
what the streets will be like
when those babies are teenage
drivers.

Now the “baby bubble” is
reaching the age for learner’s
permits—and parents may be
finding things have changed
since they learned to drive.
“Getting a teen ready to drive

(continued on page 38)

Camp Guide

To be included in our annual
February camp guide, summer
camp programs should send
information to FrontPorchEvents

\ \ \ @gmail.com by Jan. 15.

L\ : Lighting of the tree at the Winter Welcome.
Maggie Roesink prepares to take her mother, Birgit Roesink-Miller, for a ride. GG on e Tiee €1 e THnEr TEEOme
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Denver Zoo Lights will be on from December 2 until January 1 from 5:30 to 9pm.

Most of the events listed below are FREE or support nonprofits.
Additional events are listed on pa?es 29-34.
Also visit FrontPorchStapleton.com to view additional events and to submit events.

DECEMBER

An extended list of holiday
events starts on page 29.

Thursday, December 1
Grand Opening of The Cube*, The MCA's new office/
performance space in north Stapleton. 4-7pm.
Family-friendly happy hour. 8371 Northfield Blvd. The
Shops at Conservatory Green, 303.388.0724

Friday, December 2
Winter Movie, How the Grinch Stole Christmas (Ani-
mated) & Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer. 6:30pm, The
Green*

Saturday, December 3
Sweet William Market, Holiday Market. 9am, The Cube*
sweetwilliammarket.com

Tuesday, December 6

Colorado Gives Day www.ColoradoGives.org

Thursday, December 8
Active Minds Seminar “Brexit: What Does the Future Hold
for the UK and the European Union?2” 6:45-7:45pm,
Sam Gary Library* activeminds.org

DECEMBER

Thursday, December 15
Active Minds Seminar “Benjamin Franklin” 6:45-7:45pm,
Sam Gary Library* activeminds.org

Tuesday, December 27
Menorah Parade, 4:30pm register at JewishStapleton.
com Menorah lighting, 5:30pm The Green (east end)

JANUARY

January 5 - 31
DPS SchoolChoice—SchoolChoice forms will be
available at all DPS schools and at http://schoolchoice.
dpsk12.org/. DPS recommends families register online
with existing Parent Portal accounts. Pre-enrollment forms
are available for new DPS families to register online.
Choice ends at 4pm on Jan. 31

*Locations

More information on these events

at www.stapletoncommunity.com

*E. 29th Ave. Town Center: 29th from
Quebec to Roslyn St.

*Sam Gary Library: 2961 Roslyn St.

* The Cube: 8371 E. Northfield Blvd.

Corrections from November Issue

Bill Roberts Middle School’s PARCC score for English Language Arts (ELA)
scores should have shown growth as 82%. It was incorrectly shown as 55%.

Also the scores for middle school math proficiency and math growth were reversed.

The corrected chart is posted at FrontPorchStapleton.com > search for PARCC Tests.
Avrticle is tiled PARCC Tests: What Teachers, Principals, DPS and Parents Think.

HAND&STONE

MASSAGE AND FACIAL SPA

Northfield Stapleton

303-574-0150
8370 Northfield Blvd. ¢ Suite 1775
Next to Victoria's Secret

*$10 OFF valid for any one hour Massage or Facial guest-
priced gift card excluding waxing and cash denomination
purchases. Not valid toward Introductory Offers. SAVE $20
and FREE $20 promotional gift card only with Spa Gift Package
purchase excluding series packages. FREE $20 promotional
gift card good towards future purchase. Expires one year from
issue and has no cash value. Valid at issuing location only.
Rates and services may vary by location. Offers may not be

combined. Offer Expires: 12-31-2016. Independently Owned
& Operated. ©2016 Hand & Stone Corp.

Srur

HOLIDAY CARD
IO OFF

SPA GIFT CARDS

SAVE$20
SPA PACKAGES

+FREE $20
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Events &
Announcements

at Stapleton

The Cube Grand Opening

Thursday, Dec. 1, 4~7pm

Come and see Stapleton MCA’s newest
indoor event venue at 8371 Northfield
Blvd.! This new event space is perfect
for an intimate concert, dance perfor-
mance, theatre or even a sit-down din-
ner for 160 people. Join the Stapleton
MCA on Thursday, Dec. 1 for drinks,
appetizers, giveaways and prizes while
exploring the new space!

Winter Movie on the Green

Friday, Dec. 2, 6:30pm

How the Grinch Stole Christmas
(Animated) & Rudolph the Red Nose
Reindeer

Join us for the winter movie on the
Green at 29th & Roslyn. This year’s
movie will be How the Grinch Stole
Christmas (Animated) & Rudolph the
Red Nose Reindeer. Fire pits will be
roaring, smore makings will be avail-
able and we will have hot drinks for

kids and adults!

Sweet William Market

Saturday, Dec. 3, 9am, The Cube

The Sweet William Market will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 3 at Stapleton
MCA’s newest event venue, the Cube!
The Cube is located at 8371 North-
field Blvd.

Active Minds Seminar

This is a free, no-reservation-needed
public program brought to you by the
Stapleton MCA. Location: Sam Gary
Library, 2961 Roslyn St.

Thursday, Dec. 8, 6:45-7:45pm
Brexit: What Does the Future Hold
for the UK and the European Union?
This summer, British voters elected

to exit the European Union, sending
global stock markets sharply down and
provoking global reactions running the
gamut from horror to congratulations.
Join Active Minds as we place this
pivotal event in its historic context and
explore where this high-stakes path
may lead, not only for the UK, but
also the EU and rest of the world.

Thursday, Dec. 15, 6:45-7:45pm
Benjamin Franklin

Perhaps one of the most colorful
Founding Fathers, Benjamin Franklin
lived a life of lasting impact. As politi-
cian, publisher, inventor and diplo-
mat, Franklin left his mark on all he
touched. Join Active Minds as we trace
the life of this extraordinary man and
tell some stories that mark his legacy.

Santa’s Best Christmas Trees

Visit your local tree lot for your 2016
Christmas tree! Santa’s Best Christmas
trees will be located at each of The
Greens. The Greens are located at 29th
Ave. and Roslyn St., and 49th Place and
Valencia St.

Snow Removal Policy

During Major Snow Events as defined by
current Denver City & County stan-
dards, the Stapleton MCA will initiate
its emergency snow removal plan for

the alleys along with the city’s plan for
neighborhood streets. In the event of

a major snow event, the snow removal
plan will include the continuous use of
heavy equipment, light equipment and
hand work to remove the snow from
alleys, intersections and major pedestrian
paths. Alley work will be limited to the
removal of enough snow from the alleys
so residents can access their garages.

This emergency-only procedure involves
attempting to open up a single drive lane
through each alley in the community.
The drive lanes will not be scraped down
to pavement, to eliminate the need to
truck any snow off-site.

This procedure does not negate
individual property owners from partici-
pating in the snow removal during these
types of storms. Although we are unable
to address the complete removal of snow
on the roads, it is our goal during major
snow events to remove enough material
to allow for some level of travel in and
out of the alleys. Paths and parks are
done to open up some level of pedestrian
travel. We will continue to address all
the pocket parks and pathways to ensure
that they are as snow free as possible to
promote pedestrian access throughout
the community. For detailed information
about the snow removal policy, visit our
website at www.stapletoncommunity.
com.

The MCA Holiday Schedule

The MCA will be closed from Friday,
Dec. 23 through Monday, Jan. 2. We will
re-open on Tuesday, Jan. 3 at 9am. Please
call 303.388.0724 for any emergencies.

If you have any questions or comments
about the information above, please feel
free to contact jolsen@stapletoncom-
munity.com or call the MCA office at
303.388.0724.

Jennifer Olsen
Communications Manager
jolsen@stapletoncommunity.com

Get the latest on o

Master Community Association ERN2RE0N"
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A heart for women’s health
In the heart of Denver.

At Essential Women's Care, we provide comprehensive,
patient-focused care for women at every stage of life. From
regular check-ups to pre-natal and post-menopausal care,
we've made it easier than ever to get the healthcare you

need—on your terms.

o

.‘ OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY | SCL Physicians 1960 Ogden Street, Suite 230 | 303-318-3540

Essentia I WO men's Ca re SCLPhysicians.org/EssentialWomenApts
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Are they seeing YOUR business

in our 38,000+ papers

Front Porch

Call TODAY!

Karissa McGlynn 303-333-0257, 303-993-9963 cell
Anne Hebert 303-526-1969  www.FrontPorchStapleton.com

At the 7th Annual
be well Awards &
Community Celebration...

We want to salute those who volunteer
their time or go above and beyond their
professional responsibility to motivate
others, initiate change and/or provide
key services to advance healthy
lifestyles in the be well Zone!

Do you know someone that
deserves to be recognized?

Help us identify these incredible
individuals who make a difference in our
communities. A youth and an adult will
be selected to receive an award (unless
specified otherwise).

Anyone is eligible to make a nomination.
Nominees must live, work, or make a
significant contribution to “healthy
living” (as it relates to the categories) in
one of the be well Zone neighborhoods.

Complete an electronic form at:
http://www.bewellconnect.net/awards.html

All entries must be received by
January 4, 2017.

December 2016

Guide to _
Our Advertisers

There would be no Front Porch without these
advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate
their support of your community paper.

Auto Autowash @ Stapleton 37 Home Services | Denver Recycles 22
DART Auto 36 Promark Contracting, LLC 22
Beauty 29th Avenue Nail Salon 31 .
Hospitals St Joseph Hospital 25
Clementine's Salon 31
Housecleaning |Number | House Cleaning 34
Peony Nails and Spa 29
[Suranee Aerni Insurance & Financial 23
i i Services - StateF
Children’s Stanley British Primary School 15 ervices erarm
Camps
Lawyers Anderson Barkley, LLC 29
. ' Funtastic Parties by Sara
Children's : i
5 Yasmin Sternbach, Party 15 ; !
Services Planner The Harris Law Firm 25
Pigtails & Crewcuts 14 ozl Advanced Pediatric Associates | 28
Doctors
Churches Augustana Lutheran Church 20 Med-Fit, PLLC- Weight Loss |
Specialist
Denver Presbyterian Church 29
Rose Medical Center 17
Montview Blvd Presbyterian
Church L
Sapphire Pediatrics 33
Community Stapleton Master Community .
Organization | Assoc 2 SCL Health Systems Physicians 3
Network
Dance Classes |Dance Institute LLC 14 Stapleton Pediatrics 30
Your Soul's Movement 10 Stapleton Women's Health, PC | 39
Dental Clair Family Dentistry 38 Museum History Colorado Center 14
Lowry Family Dentistry 27 Music Lessons |Neighborhood Music Stapleton | 33
gf:;':sgni?i Eng 31 Swallow Hill Music Association | 26
Stapleton Dental 20 Opticians golorado Family Eye Center, 36
tapleton
Stapleton Endodontics 30
Painting Ciechanowicz Painting 22
Stapleton Orthodontics 39
Real Estate Distinctive Properties 32
Steele Dentistry of Stapleton 28
Kim Davis @ Re/Max of 34
Town Center Dentistry and 6 Cherry Creek Inc
Orthodontics
Ming-Ming Griffin at Keller
Trommeter Orthodontics 32 Williams Integrity Real Estate 37
LLC- Cherry Creek
Williams Family Dentistry 24
Desi p RE/MAX Momentum Stapleton | 38
R:::E:j:lr:ng Diane Gordon Design 22
The Kearns Team, RE/MAX
) 30
Alliance
Event Planning |Renaissance Hotel 18
- Wolfe & Epperson Real Estate | 25
Fi ial Cirque Investment Group - 38
ihancia RBC Wealth Management
ienll 25 Stapleton Mortgage and Realty | 28
Kuhn Advisors, Inc. 34 Mortgage
Fithess Bladium Sports and Fitness 10 Rental The Grove at Stapleton 35
Center
Restaurants Bistro at Stapleton 18
Health and Hand and Stone Massage at 2
Wellness Northfield Stapleton Delectable Egg 18
New Day Acupuncture 34 It's Brothers Bar & Grill 19
Stapleton Foundation -- be well| Torchy's Tacos 18
Health and Wellness initiative
Health Zen Asian Sushi Bar & Grill 18
Insurance Community Insurance Options | 20
Broker . Central Park South at 2373
Retail Central Park Blvd e
Help Wanted |Home Instead Senior Care 35
Shops at Northfield Stapleton 5
RK Mechanical 16
Schools Inspire Elementary 15
Home Builders | David Weekley Homes 20
International School of Denver | 14
Infinity Home Collection 7 -
Epec;,alty Collector's Specialty Woods 23
Infinity Home Collection 8 (il er=e
Window )
Infinity Home Collection 9 Coverings Budget Blinds n
Infinity Home Collection 37 Rocky Mountain Shutters 13
Lennar Colorado 13 Service
Directory & Service Directory & Classifieds | 37
Parkwood Homes 33 Classifieds
Thrive Home Builders 26

A directory with links to these businesses can be found
at www.FrontPorchStapleton.com > Business Directory
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NORTHFIELD STAPLETON MAIN STREET SHOPS DIRECTORY

ABODE & CO

BAR LOUIE

BAR METHOD

BASS PRO SHOPS OUTDOOR WORLD . ..
BATH & BODY WORKS

BROTHERS BAR & GRILL

BUCKLE

CHARLOTTE RUSSE

CHARMING CHARLIE
CINNAHOLIC GOURMET
CINNAMON ROLLS

CLAIRE'S

COLD STONE CREAMERY
COLORADO RUSTIC FURNISHINGS
COWBOYS SALOON

EL FORASTERO WESTERN WEAR. .
ERGO AVEDA SALON & SPA
EYEBROW THREADING AND
HENNATATTOO

Stapleton Front Porch

FAMOUS FOOTWEAR

FINISH LINE

FUNNELS

GAMEWORKS

HAND & STONE MASSAGE
AND FACIAL SPA

HARKINS THEATRES NORTHFIELD 1
HOTTOPIC

HUHOT MONGOLIAN GRILL
IMPROV COMEDY CLUB
&DINNER THEATRE
ISLAMORADA FISH CO
(INSIDE BASS PRO SHOPS)
JCNAILSPA

JCPENNEY.

JCPENNEY PORTRAIT STUDIO
(INSIDE JCPENNEY)

JIM N NICK'S BAR-B-Q.
JOS. A. BANK

303-373-1314
303-373-4155
720-339-3218
720-330-9444

303-574-0150

...720-374-3118

303-576-0300
303-576-0300

303-307-1777
720-385-3500

720-287-5858
303-576-6661

720-374-7207

...303-371-1566

303-373-0766

JOURNEYS

JUNE RUBY

JUSTICE

LA SANDIATEQUILA CANTINA
LANE BRYANT/CACIQUE
LENSCRAFTERS

MENCHIE'S FROZEN YOGURT
MY BEST FRIEND’S CLOSET
NEW YORK & COMPANY

OFF BROADWAY SHOES .
OLD NAVY

PHENIX SALON SUITES
PIGTAILS & CREWCUTS ..
QDOBA MEXICAN GRILL .
RED ROBIN'S BURGER WO
SALATI ITALIAN STREET FOOD

The Shops at

NORTHEFIELD

S TAPLETO N
Iy

303-574-0880
303-880-2965
303-576-6880

..303-373-9100

303-209-0227
303-574-0647
COMING SOON
303-227-7222
303-996-2929

..303-375-1101

303-371-4838
303-371-1927

..303-371-0131

303-371-3992
720-900-3746

[

g

303.375.5475

SEPHORA (INSIDE JCPENNEY)
STAPLETON FAMILY KARATE
STAPLETON TAP HOUSE
STARBUCKS

SUBWAY

SUPERTARGET,

TEXAS DE BRAZIL

THE GENTRY & THE LADY
T-MOBILE

VERIZON WIRELESS.....
VICTORIA'S SECRET

WHICH WICH

WHIMSY PAINT & SIP. ..
WILD CHILD

YANKEE CANDLE

YOUR SOUL'S MOVEMENT
YOGA & DANCE STUDIO

ZEN ASIAN SUSHI BAR & GRIL
ZUMIEZ

NQRTHFIELD_:rSTAPLETON.COM

303-576-6661
303-928-0043
720-449-2337

..303-371-1503

303-371-8849
303-209-8720

..720-374-2100

720-639-6666
303-373-3991

..303-307-8570

303-574-3055
720-508-3394

..303-373-5555

COMING SOON
303-371-2955

303-284-1553

.303-371-4644

720-374-4763

December 2016



The Best Dentists in Colorado

Are in Your Neighborhood &
n

Serving Stapleton and Northeast Denver
since 2003, Town Center Dentistry and
Orthodontics believes beauty radiates
from your smile. Drs. Brett and Gina
Kessler have been named the top
Cosmetic Dentist/Orthodontist Team from

dentist to receive the Dental Excellence in
Healthcare Award from Tae DENVER POST.
For all your dental needs,call Dr. Brett and
for all your orthodontic needs, call Dr. Gina.
You'll be amazed at how great you'll feel
when you flash your designer smile.

Schedule an Appointment Today
(303) 816-3101

N TOWNCENTER
&N DENTISTRY AND
ORTHODONTICS
Serving Stapleton since 2003

tcdodenver.com WA Ji
7479 E. 29th Ave., Denver, CO 80238 b\
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inter Welcome on November 18 at the East 29th Ave. Town
Center brought the coldest temperatures of the season to date—
but that didn’t dampen the spirits of 3,000 people who came out

to view the lighting of the tree and celebrate the holiday season. Thirty-six
vendors offered information about community organizations and businesses,

is looking for
—part time help with ad sales—

many offering free treats. The sidewalks were crowded as attendees moved

among the different activities making smores, taking carriage rides, and Find and communicate with potential advertisers & maintain a database of contacts.
viewing reindeer. More than $5,000 was raised at the event to be donated to Flexible schedule, salaried. Qualifications: sales experience, basic computer skills,
Sand Creek Regional Greenway, Bluff Lake Nature Center, The Urban Farm lives in Front Porch distribution area. Email Carol.Roberts@FrontPorchStapleton.com.

and the Girl Scouts.

AWESOME STARTS AT 2400 SQ. FEET...

A L T O JUST WHAT YOU’VE COME TO EXPECT
FROM INFINITY, THE NEXT GREAT THING...

BEELER PARK - HURRY TO GET ON OUR VIP PRIORITY LIST | E | | t | | | Y
www.infinityhomecollection.com Austin 303.229.7845 or Joe 303.284.4535

HOME COLLECTION
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Chewbacca, a Wookiee warrior (@ combination of a
monkey, a dog and a cat) was a loyal partner to Han
Solo, and a reluctant hero of the Rebel Alliance.

digital watch/communicator, a
ar wars and the plastic and metal version of a
device that hadn't been invented
yet; and a three-dimensional
POWer of C Ostume view, at child-height, of a winged
Ewok. A close look at a rebel
pilot's vest reveals costume shop
The exhibit explores the connections between costume and character with recognizable costumes in 13 thematic sections—including Jedi vs. inside jokes, including a scrib-
Sith and the Galactic Senate. Focusing on the creative process of bringing characters to life, the exhibit features many original designs, as bled note: “When do we get out
well as an art studio, costume shop and fitting room. In the foreground is the gown Queen Apailana wore at the funeral of Padme Amidala. of here?”
Mc Caig said characters
often change during the creative

(continued from page 1) Naboo, based on the painting front that took more than @ month ~ Hopi women. process—but not always for the
represents nearly 40 years “Dream of Arcadia” by Thomas fo weave.” In addition to the costumes, better. He was disappointed in
of Star Wars, a sevendilm, Cole, which resides on the sixth Inspi- “easter Jar Binks, a silly-voiced creature
multigenerational telling of the floor of the DAM. So there's a rations for eggs” are that became a sore spot with
hero's journey myth. Stephania real connection between Star costumes hidden some fans. “I long to go back to
Van Dyke, DAM interpretive Wars and the DAM.” came from through- our original idea for Jar Binks,”
specialist, visited the archives “The costumes are really places like out the Mc Caig said. “He was silent,
of the Lucas Museum of Nar- well-made, unlike in some films,” Mongolia, galleries for like Charlie Chaplin; he had all
rative Art at Skywalker Ranch said Laela French, director of ar- Tibet and superfans this energy and no way to get it
to gather materials for the cus- chives for the Lucas Museum of Japan. and kids. out. He was funny. But at the last
tomized show. “We got to dig Narrative Art. “Costume details Princess Among minute the idea fell off and he
deep for original molds, paper enrich the character, even if she Leia’s dou- the small was given a voice.”
patterns and original designer is onscreen for mere seconds. ble-bun hair , . ephemera Making Mc Caig's drawings
notes,” Van Dyke said. “One Queen Amidala’s black velvet design was Z\,/a"o’ a junk dea!er//l)uman frafficker, rh(ows the  are Leia’s real was the job of the costume
f the special items we found own features a handmade lace inspired by _dice for young Anikan's freedom. Three-cimen- 1979 h hich employed
o p g p y shop, which employed as many

sional dice are among the hidden movie ephem-

was the concept for the planet era infended for Star Wars ‘super-fans’ and kids.

...IGNITES THE SENSES AT 3100 SAQ.

JUST WHAT YOU’VE COME TO EXPECT
FROM INFINITY, THE NEXT GREAT THING...

BEELER PARK - HURRY TO GET ON OUR VIP PRIORITY LIST
www.infinityhomecollection.com

Austin 303.229.7845 | N F | N TY

or Joe 303.284.4535 HOME COLLECTION
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Queen Amidala wore a velvet robe with Darth Vader, costumed in all black, was once a heroic Robots (left to right): C-3PO is made of 30 pounds of fiberglass; BB-8 is equipped with an
bronze metallic organza and seed pearls Jedi Knight but was seduced by the dark side of the Force ~ accelerometer, surface sensors, and swappable tool bay disks; R2-D2 is made of fiberglass
with a copper and gold-plated headdress. and led the Empire’s near eradication of the Jedi Order. and expanding foam with a small car seat inside.
as 60 makers. “We made more and it's another thing to actually that requires understanding fabrics  everything possible to the fabric took six months to do. She
than 1,000 costumes,” said Star make it three-dimensional and and how they look under different  to make it look a certain way,” dyed velvet fabric, graded from
Wars creator George Lucas in make it work. We're always lighting conditions.” said French. “She heated rubber yellow to orange.”
a short film that is part of the conscious of how costumes move Many costumes show the fabric and embedded stones in For more information, visit
exhibition. “It's one thing to draw on the actor. We want them to results of altered fabrics. “Cos- it. She did smocking on a velvet denverartmuseum.org.
something on a piece of paper, look better than on paper, and tume designer Trisha Biggar did robe for a gathered effect, which

Left: The exhibit
includes a re-creation
of the studio where
one of George Lucas’
artist’s worked on Star
Wars characters. The
photo shows Lucas sur-
rounded by his team
of artists.

Inset: A quote by con-
cept artist lain McCaig
states, “George Lucas
had described Darth
Maul as a figure from
your worst nightmare.
So...I drew my worst
nightmare for George.

He th ked
foebaslg ;:stf c? birfn sn d A visitor takes a selfie with Yoda, the small but wise, powerful

and much revered Jedi Master.

draw my second worst
nightmare.”

...& BLOWS YOUR MIND AT 4200 SQ. FEET

L U X E

JUST WHAT YOU’VE COME TO EXPECT
FROM INFINITY, THE NEXT GREAT THING...

BEELER PARK - HURRY TO GET ON OUR VIP PRIORITY LIST
www.infinityhomecollection.com

Austin 303.229.7845 | N F | N TY

or Joe 303.284.4535 HOME COLLECTION
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BLADUM BIRTHDAY
BRTHDAYS PARTIES!

Let Bladium host the
birthday fun! Give us a
call to learn more...

303-320-3033

The Inflatable
Fun Zone, Nefrf,

Sports and more!

BLADIUM
SOCCER
ACADEMY

DAY

CAMPS

Defending Camps
December 22 & 23,

Speed & Agility Camps
December 28, 29 & 30

Register Today!

CAMP camp BLADIUM

BLADIUM PAY cAmPS

Competitive &
Recreational

Soccer Day Camps
Ages 7-14

December
Day Camp Dates
22,23, 28,29,&30

School Year
Day Camps
Ages 5-14

Register Today!

303-320-3033
2400 Central Park Blvd.
Denver, CO 80238

www.bladiumdenver.com

BLADIUM

SPORTS & FITNESS CLUB

December 2016 10

A Top-Performing

By Melinda Pearson
’ I Yhe top-performing alternative
high school in the Denver Public
Schools (DPS) district this year is
Denver Online High School, which serves
a surprisingly diverse array of students. It
began in 2003 with just six distance learn-
ers, but now 240 students from the larger
Denver metro region attend classes.
Principal Ian Jones has been a key
factor in that growth. Jones came from
an online charter school background two
years ago and was excited to join the DPS
system and make use of its considerable
resources and support services. Denver
Online gives Jones “inspiration,” he says,
with its diverse, friendly and open-minded
student body, which includes dancers,
soccer players, transgender people, teen
parents, and even a student who plans to
graduate with a BA by senior year.

Nontraditional Model

The school operates on a blended mod-
el, where students spend some of their time
online and some of the time on the Smed-
ley Campus in northwest Denver. Ninth-
and tenth-graders meet with teachers and
other students on a weekly basis, where
they lounge on couches for discussions or
use laptops to continue working online.
The school offers weekly speakers, extra-
curricular clubs, a National Honor Society
group and even hosted its first student-or-
ganized prom (theme “Express Yourself”)
last year. This is all part of a drive to pro-
mote community and school culture.

“We serve a variety of students, but
most fall into categories that I call the 4
B’s: Brilliant, Busy, Bullied, or Bombard-
ed,” says Jones, who is passionate about
serving them all. Academically advanced
students who can’t find a challenge in a
traditional school enjoy a tailored program
that offers concurrent enrollment in real
college classes. Likewise, kids who are
dedicated to arts or sports gain the flexi-

Sophomore and choir director Adam Johnson
observes drama and choir club rehearsal
from the wings.

bility of working around their schedules.
Students who have been socially margin-
alized in middle or early high school find
a welcoming culture at Denver Online.
The school is also a haven for teen parents,
homeless students, and students who need
to work to support their families.

Adam Johnson, a sophomore who
sports a shock of bright blue hair, found
himself “distracted” at the traditional high
school he attended: “T decided to seek out
something that was going to fit my needs
better so I could further my education
in a more productive way.” He is able to
take more advanced classes than he would
have at public school and has also started
a choir program, which meets weekly
and participates with the drama club in
performances.

Tailored, Rigorous Education

Jones and his staff interview each pro-
spective student at enrollment and closely
monitor them, especially those who have
had trouble at other schools. “It means the
kids are really engaged. It is a very person-
alized experience for them,” says Jones.

Many families are surprised to find out

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN FOR

SPRING CLASSES & SUMMER CAMPS

Dance, Music, Theatre, Wellness

Your Soul's Movement

« The Shops at Northfield Stapleton « 8216 E. 49th Ave. #1338 Denver, (0 80238
«303-284-1553 « www.yoursoulsmovement.com

WHAT MOVES YOUR SOUL?

Performing Arts Education

Community Partnerships

Youth & Adult Classes

& Qutreach
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Johnson accompanies Denver Online student performers, who select their own songs and
choreograph their own routines.

Principal lan Jones and community development
coordinator Kaci Sintek encourage the student
performers by helping out with the choreography.

how rigorous the school
is. Jones has re-vamped
the curriculum, enhanced
college-level offerings,
and strengthened college/
career readiness in
collaboration with DPS.
Since most coursework
is conducted online in
a Facebook-like forum
called Schoology, writing
is an essential part of
every class, even math,
which is particularly chal-
lenging online.

With this emphasis
on rigor, Denver Online
has been winning awards
recently including a May-
or’s Award for Innovation
for the art program and a
DPS Living Core Values
award for Collaboration
for Jones. Bucking the reputation of alternative
high schools, the school scores in the top 7 for
ACT scores, according to Jones.

“Do More”

The motto of the school is “Do More” and
that is certainly what draws many students to
it. Alyssa Maisel, a sophomore, is a classical
ballet dancer who trains seven hours a day, five
days a week, at the National Ballet Academy.
The Aurora resident wasn't able to negotiate
a schedule at a Cherry Creek School District
high school but loves Denver Online. “It is so
much freedom. I couldn’t go back to a regular
high school,” she says. Maisel started taking
college-level writing classes as a freshman and
hopes to graduate with an associate’s degree,
which will support her in her plans to join a
ballet corps directly after high school.

Likewise, Holly Sherman, a 17-year-old
fashion model who spends part of the year in
New York City, loves the flexibility of Denver
Online: “When I work during Fashion Week,
6am—3am, I have no time to do school. My
teachers are very flexible ... I dont do school
for sometimes up to a couple of months ...

catching up isn’t really that hard if you
buckle down and do your work.” Al-
though Sherman is rarely on campus, she
has met some really “cool, spiritual people”
and especially appreciates its nonjudg-
mental culture, compared to the fashion
industry where “98 percent% of it is
rejection—you're judged hardcore.”

Jones says, “The kids inspire me every
day because they are starting to see the
opportunities that our flexibility provides
and take advantage of them.” He ardently
encourages his students to follow their
passions both in and out of the school.
And with a background in institutional
systems, Jones has his eye on scaling up the
school to share its remarkable curriculum
with students across the region.

To learn more about Denver Online
High School, visit their website at http://
online.dpsk12.org or email community
development coordinator Kaci Sintek at
kaci_sintek@dpsk12.org or Principal Ian
Jones at ian_jones@dpsk12.org.

Field trips, on-campus meetings, and clubs
like drama and choir give students the
opportunity to interact and collaborate.

PGET IT OFF. KEEP IT OFF.

Get back into that little black dress before the holidays!

Lose weight and keep it off with Dr. Angela Tran’s proven medical weight loss system

April 2013 Sept. 2013 Nov. 2016

Schedule your FREE consultation and get a BONUS body contouring session
when you sign up for a program (a $370 value) ofter expires 12/31/16

Call us today at 303-321-0023 to start losing weight or

schedule online at www.DenverWeightLossClinic.com
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By Melinda Pearson
chool Performance Frame-
S work (SPF) “stoplight” scores
are out for DPS schools, for
the first time in two years, and the
results are surprising to many in the
local community.

The color-coded school ratings
are an important tool for parents,
teachers and administrators to evalu-
ate performance and choose schools.
Scores are based on test results and
parent-student satisfaction surveys.

Fewer Schools Meeting or Exceeding
Standards This Year

The only Northeast Denver
school to receive an overall blue
(“Distinguished”) rating this year is
DSST: Stapleton High School. This
is a striking decrease from the seven
area schools that met distinguished
criteria in 2014.

Many of the Northeast Denver
schools performed very well on
the challenging PARCC exams,
demonstrating outstanding student
proficiency and growth. Based on
new formulas, these achievements
do not directly translate into higher
overall ratings. Other factors within
the status (proficiency) and growth
categories of the SPF are now more
heavily weighted, such as equity
measures.

Equity measures include com-
paring groups of at-risk students
to their at-risk peers districtwide
and also comparing them to their
non-at-risk peers at the same school.
This within-school comparison is
new this year, and it has dragged
down scores at area schools, causing
concern with principals, teachers
and parents. Seven local schools
with historically high performance
are now threatened with losing their
green (“Meets Expectations”) status
next year due to these gaps among
learner groups.

I I@

NEXTGEN

THE HOME WITHIN A HOME @

NE Denver Elementary Schools

NE Denver K-8 Schools

NE Denver Middle Schools

DPS Signals Change:

Growth is now three times as im-
portant as status in the SPF calculation.
According to Grant Guyer, executive
director of the Department of Account-
ability, Research and Evaluation (ARE),
this reflects DPS’s “fundamental philo-
sophical belief” in promoting growth. As
a result, equity gaps in growth are now

multiplied by three.

Equity Indicator

DPS is now placing student achieve-
ment gaps front and center in a way no
one can ignore. Students at a school may
show high proficiency and high growth
on statewide tests—but if there is a wide
gap between at-risk students and their
high-performing peers, schools now
get dinged on the newly added “equity
indicator.”

At-risk groups include students living
in poverty, English Language Learners
(ELL), students with disabilities, and
students of color.

“More affluent kids not only have
higher status (proficiency) than kids
of poverty, but the growth of the more
affluent kids is higher than the kids in
poverty, which means that schools are
not only not closing gaps, but gaps are
widening,” says Tom Boasberg, DPS
superintendent. ... when your kids are
behind there is a particular emphasis on
the importance of them growing. And
I think that’s what the equity indicator
highlights.”

The equity measure is already built
into the test-based calculation of growth
and status on the SPF—the new equity
category is merely a way to draw at-
tention to those built-in factors. Those
formulas are expected to remain the same
next year.

To increase the impact of the equity
factor next year, DPS has said that the
equity indicator will override the overall
SPF rating—schools must have at least
a green equity rating in order to achieve
an overall blue or green rating, 7o matter

Stapleton - New Homes from the $600,000s

Discover new homes in Denver at Stapleton! Multigenerational homes have
made a major resurgence in American living, and yet Generations at Stapleton
represents the first community in one of the nation's most well-known
masterplans where all the homes are designed specifically to accommodate
dual living situations. Set within the Beeler Park neighborhood, Generations at
Stapleton is the first community to be made up entirely of our Next Gen® - The
Home Within A Home® designs. These homes are perfect for the family you're

raising and the family that raised you, all situated within one of the most highly
X7 sought after neighborhoods in Denver. Plus, with the Everything's Included®

Generations at Stapleton

5449 Verbena Street | Denver. CO 80238 EVERYTHING'S program, you get a high level of upscale features at no additional cost.
INCLUDED

LENNAR.COM 303-223-2446

Price is subject to change without notice. Photographs are solely for illustrative purposes and should never be relied upon. Please see your New Home Consultant and home purchase agreement for actual features designated as an Everything's
@ Included feature, additional information, disclosures, and disclaimers relating to your home and its features. Copyright © 2016 Lennar Corporation. All rights reserved. Lennar, the Lennar logo, Next Gen - The Home Within A Home, the Next
= Genlogo, Everything's Included and the Everything's Included logo are registered service marks or service marks of Lennar Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. 11/16

follow Lennar Colorado G 0 @
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SPF Ratings Highlight Equity

their performance in growth, status and
Jamily satisfaction.

Schools have been taken by sur-
prise. Ken Burdette, principal of Park
Hill Elementary, reports that there was
little warning from DPS that the equi-
ty indicator would be used to override
overall SPF ratings next year. “It’s like
setting out to run a 26-mile marathon
and then being told
at mile 13 that you
actually have to run 36
miles,” he said.

Local Impact of
Equity Indicator
If DPS had applied
the equity indicator as a
“trump card” this year,
seven Northeast Denver
schools would have
moved from green to
yellow (“Accredited/On
Watch”), including Bill
Roberts, McAuliffe, Westerly Creek,
and Polaris. These schools are currently
in yellow (“Approaching”) status on
the equity indicator, which would

SPF Ratings

Status: Proficiency—how a school is
doing at a fixed point in time.

Growth: How a school is doing over a
period of time

Parent/Student Engagement: How
effectively a school connects with parents
and families.

Post Secondary Readiness: How well
a high school is preparing students for
college and career

Equity: How at-risk students’ growth and
status compare with other students in that
school and in the district.

SPF Ratings: Blue—doing very well.
Green—doing well but has areas for im-
provement. Yellow—has quite a few areas
that need improvement and receives extra
support from DPS. Orange—has many ar-
eas to focus on and gets extra support from
DPS. Red—performing significantly below
expectations and needs significant support.
The Board of Education may determine the
school needs to be restarted.

override their overall green rating.
Two schools, Park Hill Ele-
mentary and Denver Discovery
School, appear to be particularly
at risk since they are currently in
red (“Does Not Meet”) status on
the equity indicator, despite green
status overall. Districtwide, 33
high-performing schools appear

NE Denver High Schools

to be at risk of losing their current
standing.

Local school leaders strongly
support the goal of equity but are
worried about these unintended
consequences. According to Bur-
dette, “Equity is incredibly import-
ant. My concern is that equal does
not mean equitable.”

For example, a school where
both at-risk and other students are
equally underperforming will earn
a higher equity score than a school
like Park Hill, where both groups
are considerably beating DPS
averages but the at-risk students are
not improving as fast as the other
students.

Burdette is also concerned about
staff and community morale in
response to the equity indicator.
“Park Hill is an amazing school,
so I worry about the perception it
gives my teachers, the parents, my
students.”

Addressing the Gaps

Local schools will have to close
the equity gaps, and do so quickly,
in order to retain green status mov-
ing forward.

Some schools are not deeply con-
cerned, such as Bill Roberts. Its mid-
dle school (when separated from the
elementary) met equity goals. It was
also the highest-performing middle

school in the area and second-high-
est in the district on the SPE.

Erik Cohen, assistant principal
at Roberts, says he values the SPF
much more than raw PARCC scores
because it shows “a very intentional,
comprehensive look at the school
that takes into account the impor-
tance of growth, as well as status,
and parent-student satisfaction.”

But even Cohen has questions
about the use of equity compari-
sons, “When we look at our growth,
it’s only a three-point difference
[between Free and Reduced Lunch
(FRL) and non-FRL students]. That
gap is extremely narrow, but unless
the group on the bottom is acceler-
ating higher, we’re always going to
haveagap ....”

Part of the problem is that
higher-income students simply have
more resources than students living
in poverty, which can translate to
higher achievement.

Boasberg says DPS is address-
ing this inequality by giving more
support to schools that have stu-
dents from low-income families.
DPS is providing professional de-
velopment opportunities to teach-
ers, increasing its social-emotional
health support at schools, and also
offering an “Equity Boot Camp”
to educators focusing on detailed,

specialized training for teaching
ELL and students of color.

Burdette is sharply focused
on closing the gaps with inten-
tional instruction, but he has also
forwarded his concerns about the
equity indicator to his instruc-
tional superintendent and school
community. He recently received
a troubling, tongue-in-cheek
question from a parent: “Is the
surest way to close the equity gap
giving high-performing students
‘a year off” so others can catch
up?” Burdette says he would never
consider that.

“We're doing a great job,” says
Burdette, “... we were highest in
math and third highest in English
Language Arts for growth in the
area.” He calls the new equity
measure “an incredibly rushed in-
dicator,” adding, “I don’t think it’s
been well-vetted or well thought

»

out.

Author’s Observations

There is much to admire in DPS’s
bold and progressive emphasis on
ensuring that all students in our city
are receiving equitable, high-quality
education. Highlighting the issue for
schools through an equity indicator
makes sense—families should be
aware of how our schools are teaching
their most at-risk students and schools

should be working,
as they are, to close
that gap.

However,
mediocre growth
that is uniform
across groups is
favored by the
equity indicator
more than higher
growth that is un-
evenly distributed.
It is unreasonable
to put so much

weight on the gaps between at-risk
students and their more affluent peers
at the same school, when both groups
are generally outperforming the
district and state averages. The unin-
tended consequence is an “Accredited/
On Watch” label for schools whose
students—all of them—are actually
learning at accelerated levels. This
sends the wrong message to parents,
teachers and communities.

All the boats are being lifted in the
rising tide of high performance and
high growth that we see at so many
Northeast-area public schools. It
would be a shame for “Accredited/On
Watch” status conferred by equity in-
dicators to diminish the reputation of
our schools, just at a time when eco-
nomic integration is improving and
higher-income families are choosing to
keep their kids in public schools.

To learn more about SPF ratings
and find detailed reports for schools,
go to htep://spf.dpsk12.org/.

Rocky Mountain
SHUTTERS & SHADES

HunterDouglas &% Gallery

Installed in Three Weeks.
Or Less. Guaranteed.

Cherry Creek

Showrooms
Park Meadows

Stapleton Front Porch
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www.rockymountainshutters.com
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Eleven Stanley Businesses Opening in December—NMore to Come in Janvary

frer great community anticipation, is already open. The remaining businesses requests people refrain from coming to vis-  that honors the owner’s Oaxacan heritage.
AEUSiHCSSCS are starting to open listed here are expected to be open by Dec. it the building until after Dec. 15 as there Customers are invited to bring food from other
t Stanley Marketplace. Cheluna 15—check their websites for more infor- will still be a lot of construction during Stanley businesses to eat while they enjoy their
Brewing Co. has announced a firm opening mation. Owner Mark Shaker says there is the first half of of the month. He expects beer at Cheluna brewery. www.cheluna.com
date of December 1 and OpenAir Academy direct access to the opened businesses but he about 20 more businesses will open the

Comida Cantina
Comida will feature fresh, made-from-scratch

tacos, tostadas, quesadillas and a daily assortment
F O R K I D S FOOD & DRl N K of rotating menu items and cocktails using the
freshest of local ingredients.
www.eatcomida.com

Logan House Coffee

first week in January.

Logan House offers its quality

~ 'Plgtalls & Crewcuts' A NS \ 1 brews to enjoy at the Stanley

‘ ) location or to purchase for brewing
' T, haircuts for kids ?o at home. www.loganhousecoffee.

com
-
Stanley Beer Hall

Stanley Beer Hall pays homage to
the old Stanley building, Colorado
Cheluna Br ewing Co. and the West. A rotating selection of
about 30 product lines of craft beer
Cheluna ha.S announced from Colorado and the US will be
a firm opening date of offered. The food focuses on organic,
December 1. The brewery locally sourced ingredients. www.

and pu'blic tasting room has facebook.com/StanleyBeerHall
a genuine across-the-border

. . Jennifer and Javier Perez
feel with decor from Mexico !

owners of Cheluna Brewing

For iA\ny Haircut (save $3)

MUST present coupon at checkout.
One coupon per family.
Not valid with other offers.
Valid only at Northfield/Stapleton location.

ad

xceptiona
Big Time Fun.

8340 Northfield Blvd. Suite 1675 « Denver, CO 80238
303.371.1110 e pigtailsandcrewcuts.com/northfield-stapleton

J'l

YOU BELONG HERE.

Bilingual education, global
citizenship, international
experiences, and a diverse,
inclusive community: these
are hallmarks of ISDenver.
Located in Lowry, your
children learn in and through
a second language, innovate
in our Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts &

Music and Math (STEAM)
curriculum, and complete
their studies at our world-
renowned International
Baccalaureate Middle Years
Programme, 6th - 8th grade.

VISIT TODAY:

Admissions events happening now!

www.isdenver.org/frontporch
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Sweet Cow Ice Cream KIDS

Sweet Cow ice cream is made in small batches,

with high quality locally sourced ingredients—  QPENair Acudemy
OPENAIr Academy Early Childhood

Learning Center, for children ages 6 weeks to

always hand crafted on site and served fresh
daily. www.sweetcowicecream.com

pre-kindergarten is now open at the Stan-

FLORAL

Poppy & Pine Flower
Company

Poppy & Pine is a full
service florist and gift shop
offering unique, person-
alized floral arrangements
and gifts for every occasion.
Corporate subscriptions and
event floral design are also

ley Marketplace. OPENAIr’s curriculum

is inspired by the
Reggio Emilia schools
of Northern Italy,
based on the idea that
children are innately
intelligent and need
exciting and creative
environments that en-
courage cultivation of
this intelligence. www.

aYailable. www.poppyand openairacademy.com Stanley Marketplace is located at 2501 Dallas St., Aurora. Approximately 50 locally-owned businesses
pinefloral.com will occupy the 100,000+ square feet. Owner Mark Shaker says he is excited to start the new chapter,
Sluplelon operations, affer the long construction phase. The public can visit Stanley after December 15.

SALON & SPA Bounce

Stapleton Bounce is a

CLOTHING BOUTIQUE EVENT SPACE

. Poppy & Pine kids’ gymnastics studio
Clementine’s owners Eirclio located at the Stanley Sterre The Hangar at Stanley
Salon Ni colegl.on deck Marketplace offering Sterre features clothing and accessories from The Hangar at Stanley is a new event space in
Clementine’s is opening their daily gymnastics classes, ~ emerging and established designers in a relaxed the Stanley Marketplace. With a total of 18,500

and comfortable setting. Inspired by the inde- square feet, the venue can accommodate all types
pendent boutiques of Europe and the travels of ~ of events ranging from small receptions to large
founder Danielle van Ede, Sterre offers a rotat- galas. www.stanleymarketplace.com/hangar
ing selection of quality items for fashion-forward

women. www.facebook.com/SterreDenver

second location in Stanley Marketplace. They open gym times, ninja warrior training, and
are a full service hair salon also offering skin and ~ birthday parties. www.bouncestapleton.
waxing services as well as an event and education ~wordpress.com

space for weddings and birthday parties.

www.clementinesdenver.com

Preparing children to positively impact the future.

Preparando a nuestros hijos para desempeiar un

impacto positivo en el futuro. °

INSPIRE
INSPIRAR

Inspire

Inspire Elementary is an exciting new elementary school
available to Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students in the
Stapleton area beginning in the 2017-2018 school year.
Our name says it all. We're creating a joyful environment
designed to inspire a diverse group of young learners.

SchoolChoice Round 1 (Jan. 5-31st) for the 17-18
school year. Visit our website for more information.

A partir del afio escolar 2017-2018, la Escuela Primaria
Inspire ofrecerd una nueva y emocionante oportunidad a
los estudiantes de kindergarten, 1.er grado y 2.do grado
que viven en la zona de Stapleton. Nuestro nombre habla
por si solo. Estamos creando un ambiente alegre disefiado
para inspirar a un grupo diverso de jévenes estudiantes.

Primera Ronda de EscojoMiEscuela (5 al 31 de enero)
para el afio escolar 2017-18. Visite nuestro sitio web
para mas informacion.

/2 DENVER
¥  PUBLIC
D  SCHOOLS

Discover a World of Opportunity™

5500 Central Park Blvd., Denver, CO 80238
720.424.4850 | inspire.dpski12.org

Enjoy your child’s party too...
Let us plan it!

Personalized, memorable parties
Owner Yasmin Sternbach
303-596-2225
FunTasticParties1@yahoo.com
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A Line Train

Editor’s Note: This is the second in a series of three articles prepared by the Front Porch detailing
development activity in and around Stapleton-area transit-oriented development (TOD) sites.
TOD is a term used to describe dense, walkable, mixed-use urban development around high-fre-
quency transit stations. TOD is a key element of the city’s economic development strategy. The
November Front Porch described new development planned at the Anschutz Medical Campus
south of the Fitzsimons Parkway light rail station. The January issue will present information
about the bus rapid transit (BRT) system planned for Colfax and early efforts by Denver to sim-
ulate TOD at BRT stops while preserving small businesses and existing affordable housing.

By John Fernandez
g pparently, it takes a real train, not a promised one, to stimulate investment at a

RUN
WITHTHE
BIGDOGS

At RK, you’ll never have to stay on the

transit-oriented development (TOD) site. That seems to be the story at Stapleton’s

Central Park Station site. RTD’s University of Colorado A Line commuter rail train
started running in April and now development of the 50-plus areas of vacant land south of
the station is showing the first signs of getting underway after a long period of dormancy.

Central Park Station TOD Area

porch because RK is growing rapidly and
helping to shape the Denver skyline,
so there are always opportunities to

3
advance your career. 3
s
We’ve got great Forest City 0 [{]e
benefits and job (5 )
security, so you i |

and your family
will have it
made when you
join our fiercely
loyal pack.

RK’s headquarters

is located in Stapleton,
so you could work close
to home!

e Competitive wages

* In-house training programs

e Excellent medical, dental and vision
insurance options

e RK Wellness program with incentives that
reduce health insurance costs

e 401(k) retirement savings plan with
generous employer matching

HIRING NOW!

Billing Specialist, CAD Designers,
Corporate Resource Engineer, Customer
Account Manager, HR Generalist, IT
Help Desk, Logistics Manager, Project
Managers, Sales and more.

JOIN THE PACK
rkmi.com/careers|rkjobs@rkmi.com
1-855-475-5627

rkmi.com
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Here’s a rundown on current activities at the

Central Park Blvd. TOD:

0 Central Park Blvd. Townhomes. Con-
struction began at the end of October on this
40-unit, affordable for-sale project by the
Northeast Denver Housing Center (NDHC).
The project is 100 percent pre-sold with the
first tenants projected to move in late next
year. The units are similar in appearance to
NDHC’s other Stapleton projects such as the
Spruce Townhomes on MLK west of the tower.
However, with a deeper lot on a 3.7-acre site,
designers were able to orient the units to inter-
nal open space, a big advantage for a residential
project adjacent to busy Central Park Blvd.

o 2.4-Acre Affordable Housing Site. Jim Chris-
man, Forest City senior VP said there have been
very preliminary inquiries from the city about
possible involvement in a housing project at
this site but nothing has been determined.

0 TOD Parcel 8. Forest City holds 34 acres

of prime developable land in five large blocks
between 35th and 37th avenues west of CPB.
Chrisman says they are contracted to sell this
7.2-acre parcel to a Denver area developer who
plans to develop approximately 270 condo-
miniums in two equal phases along with retail
space. When contacted by the Front Porch, the
developer was reluctant to provide additional in-

requirements spelled out in the company’s agree-
ment with the city of Denver.

35th Ave

OTOD Parcel 6. Forest City is in the eatly
design phase for two projects on this 6.3-acre
parcel: a 180,000-square-foot, seven-story office
building in the northwest corner of the parcel;
and a rental housing project on the south half
of the site in the range of 250 to 300 units. The
apartment building would be five to six stories
high and partially fronts public space. Forest
City has no tenant yet for the office building
but is actively marketing the project and wants
a design in place to “shorten the gap” in time
between concept and occupancy for a potential
tenant. The office building would also feature a
public plaza opening to Uinta St., which is con-
sidered the heart of the TOD. Chrisman hopes
to submit plans to the Stapleton Design Review
Committee in the next few months.

Chrisman said that when the office building is
constructed, Forest City would also create urban
plazas flanking Uinta St.: “Central Park station is
a unique district. We want to take advantage of
all the land that we have. We can be patient and
develop it over time and create value long-term.
We want to do things really well upfront and
think of place-making elements.” Chrisman said
the public spaces at Uinta and 37th will be as im-
portant to the TOD district as Founders Green
is to the town center on 29th Ave. Chrisman said
the amount of affordable housing to be located
on their 34-acre holding is undetermined at this
time.

MECHANICAL formation at this time. Chrisman said he under- o Xcel Parcel. Forest City recently sold this
SERVICE stands the units will be priced in the $200,000 small parcel to Xcel, which plans on using it to
STEEL to $500,000 range to “widen the pool of poten-  install a natural gas regulation station. The site is
ENERGY tial buyers.” Forest City has also required that 10  also being used as a staging area for installation
\EA{':EE'EICAL percent of the units meet the for-sale affordable  of new lines to “provide gas service based on cur-

rent load requirements and anticipated growth/
future needs for this area.”
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Stimulates Central Park TOD

Forest City’s vision
for transit oriented
development (TOD)
at Central Park
station is illustrated
by this rendering of
office and residen-

O rD Property. The Regional
Transportation District owns about
20 acres of land between Smith
Road and 37th Ave., immediately
south of the commuter rail station.
All the land is currently devoted to
surface parking and the bus trans-

In its strategic plan, Denver classifies
Central Park as an “energize” station, i.e., a
station area where there are “above average
market conditions for TOD and no signifi-
cant development or infrastructure deficien-
cies impeding TOD from occurring.” Chris
Nevitt, Denver’s citywide manager for TOD,
says the next step is up to the property owner

RTD itself moves slowly on station area de-

velopment but is open to unsolicited proposals.

Kate Iverson, RTD’s TOD manager, said four
initial TOD pilot projects (Alameda, 29th and
Welton, Old Town Arvada and the Federal

Center) are in various stages of development

and that her office is evaluating lessons learned,

with a report to the RTD board planned for

tial buildings as
described in item
four at left. The
buildings on the
east side of Uinta
St. are in prelimi-
nary design.

Graphic courtesy of
Forest City Stapleton.

area plan also cites challenges for pedestri-
ans traveling to and from Quebec Square.
Nevertheless, Chrisman is optimistic
over the long-term that the vision they
created for the site is achievable. Forest
City’s marketing material refers to Central
Park Station as “one of Denver’s largest
TOD:s, with unlimited opportunity to

and developer (Forest City). He said the city

has no plans at this point for capital improve-

the first half of next year. She said RTD has not
had any discussions with potential developers of
their property except for general updates.

While the land at Central Park Station is
largely free of development constraints, some is-

» 5 ..
expand.” The company’s vision appears

fer facility. RTD is willing to work

with developers on land swaps that generally consistent with the station area

plan adopted by the city in 2012. He ex-
presses surprise that it’s taken this long for
the real estate market to recognize the site’s
potential: “I always thought thered be a lot
of focus two years ago when it was clear the
A Line was going to be open. It really took
it opening for three months before it began

ment expenditures in the immediate station
area. He said he had spoken with Forest City
this summer and they are “holding their cards
close to the vest.” Nevitt cautioned that while
a train can be a game-changer, history tells

us that development around stations takes
many years; witness the Broadway/I-25 and
Alameda stations.

would allow private development in
combination with parking structures.

However, such conversions may not
sues remain: the abundance of nearby retail, the

termination of Smith Rd, at Sand Creek, and
the lack of north-south connectivity to enhance
the development potential of industrial-zoned

be economically feasible until parking
demand increases above its current
average of 48 percent.

land north of the rail corridor. Denver’s station

to generate interest.”

OPENING DECEMBER 2016!

24/7 Expert Care for the Whole Family

NEW ER
NOW IN

STAPLETON

Heé“ﬂ;‘@, Rose
Medical Center
Stapleton ER

Rose’s 24/7 Stapleton ER Features:

e Short wait times

4930 N. Wabash Street
Denver, CO 80238

* Board-certified emergency physicians

Just a few blocks east
of I-70 off Quebec

* Nurses with advanced training
* Lab services + X-ray + CT Scan on site

* Pediatric care designation with Rocky Mountain

Hospital for Children RoseStapletonER.com

NORTHFIELD BLVD & WABASH ST

The expert care you have always known from
Rose Medical Center!
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Urban planners say communities with a diverse range of home prices and housing types (including a
balance of rental and for-sale) are more sustainable and healthy over time than homogeneous com-
munities. In that spirit, the Green Book declares, “Stapleton is expected to promote the integration of
employment, housing and recreation, and insure diversity in age, income and ethnic groups.”

Where Staplefon development stands now:
e Stapleton is estimated to be 75-80 percent built out.

e Stapleton is halfway to the vision of one-third rental housing
stated in the development plan (the Green Book).

o Affordable for-sale homes are halfway to the contractual goal
of 10% of all for-sale homes.

* The contract between the city and Forest City expires when all the airport land
has been sold to Forest City, which may be as early as 2018.

With only a couple years left in Forest City's contract fo achieve the stated goals, the
Front Porch gathered a small group of concerned citizens to clearly identify open questions
and missing information on how the city is responding fo this impending deadline.

Information from the city indicates it is doubtful that the vision and goals will be met:
* One-hird rental, as written in the Green Book, is not an enforceable requirement.

o If the agreement with Forest City expires, there would be no contractual obligation to
provide any more affordable housing units (though it could be amended or extended).

* The new affordable housing program could fund Stapleton projects despite Stapleton
builders not contributing to it, however Councilwoman Robin Kneich says it is not possible
to make up the gap in the time available under the current contract.

FOOD & DRINK

Northfield’s Best Happy Hour

Sushi, Wine & Beer Specials, 1/2 Price Sake & Appetizers

Open
Mon-Sat

11am-10pm.

Sun 11am-9pm.

HAPPY HOUR:

Mon-Fri, 3:30-6pm and

Sat & Sun (bar only) 3:30-6pm.

8354 Northfield Blvd, Denver 80238 | 303-371-4644 | www.zensushinorthfield.com

City Casts Doubt On Affordable Hous

By John Fernandez

he city of Denver will not enforce the

I Green Book vision for rental housing

at Stapleton. Such housing was
expected to be a key element in guaranteeing
diversity and sustainability at this city-owned
redevelopment site. In response to a question
from the Front Porch, Rick Padilla, Den-
ver’s director of housing and neighborhood
development, said the development agree-
ment between the city and Forest City “does
not require a certain percentage of housing
to be rental. While the Stapleton Develop-
ment Plan (Green Book) is mentioned in the
Development Agreement as “principles” to

Stapleton’s Affordable Housing Plan

¢ Stapleton Affordable Housing Plan agreed
to by Denver and Forest City, January
2001.

o Atleast 20% of Stapleton rental housing
shall be affordable to renters at or below
60% FMI (family median income).

*  Affordable housing shall be generally
dispersed throughout Stapleton’s 2,935
developable acres, both north and south
of I70. However, the affordable housing
should be located near public transporta-
tion and shopping areas, and consequent-
ly may be more concentrated in certain
areas.

* Forest City shall develop or cause to be
developed at least 10% of for-sale hous-
ing as affordable workforce housing (80%
or less FMI).

e SDC (Stapleton Development Corporation)
and the city acknowledge that public
subsidy will be necessary for Forest City
to fulfill the requirements set forth in this
plan.

¢ Forest City shall endeavor to develop or
cause to be developed affordable housing
units at a pace reasonably consistent with
the pace of development of market rate
housing at Stapleton.

BISTRO

at Stapleton

2955 Ulster Street * 303-388-9463

Open every day at |lam. Happy hour M—F, 3:30—6:30.
Chef owned and operated. Live Jazz on Wednesdays.

Va {[}/711/

be adhered to, the Development Agreement
does not adopt those principles as enforce-
able terms.”

The Green Book envisioned rental
housing to be one-third of housing stock
at Stapleton. The Stapleton development
agreement does require that 20 percent of
whatever rental housing is built be affordable
to renters at or below 60 percent of family
median income (FMI). However, without a
minimum amount of rental housing, the 20
percent affordable requirement has no effect.

Based on figures supplied by Forest City,
as of July 31, rental housing makes up 18.6
percent of Stapleton housing. Depending on
final build-out numbers, Stapleton is estimat-
ed to be 75 to 80 percent built out.

Padilla’s statement about rental housing
was included in a written response to several
questions presented to the city’s Office of
Economic Development. The questions
were generated by the Front Porch following
a roundtable discussion convened by the
newspaper in early November. Participants
included three longtime Stapleton residents
and activists along with Denver Council-
woman-At-Large Robin Kniech. The group
agreed to meet because of growing concern
that, as Stapleton approaches build-out,
construction of affordable housing is lagging.
The group also wanted to explore possible
use of Denver’s new affordable housing fund.

For-sale Housing

Denver’s agreement with Forest City does
include an enforceable requirement that 10
percent of for-sale housing be available as
affordable workforce housing (80 percent or
less FMI). Forest City’s second quarter 2016
“Housing Snapshot” indicates such housing
is 5.4 percent of for-sale units in Stapleton.
Forest City has stated that it will “probably
not” meet the 10 percent requirement by
project build-out but has promised to set
aside the land needed to accommodate the
required number of units. The Stapleton
Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) has long

Free
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Lowry Town Center
2nd & Quebec 720.859.9933
Mon-Fri: 6:30-2:00  Sat & Sun: 7:00-2:00,
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Entree

with the purchase of
1 entrée and 2 drinks

Must present this coupon. Valid Mon-Sat., dine in only.
One coupon per table. Not valid with any other offer.
Minimum purchase of 1 full-priced entrée and 2 drinks.
Valid at all Delectable Egg locations. Expires 1/15/17.

DelectableEgg

PLAN YOUR HOLIDAY
RECEPTION WITH US

Our library accommodates up
to 25 people for hot appetizers
& wine. Call now to reserve
or email Keith at keith.falco@
renaissancehotels.com

DelectableEgg.com

3801 Quebec St., Denver 80207
303.336.5243
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The reservoir of vacant developable land at Stapleton is rapidly declining. It is unknown how many

ing’s Future at Stapleton

affordable housing units will be located at this site south of Central Park station.

recommended to the Stapleton Development
Corporation (SDC) scenario mapping to
ensure that the set-aside parcels can accommo-
date the required number of units.

Denver’s agreement with Forest City may
expire as early as 2018 when all land transfers
from the city to the company are expected to
be complete. Padilla said, “If the Agreement is
not amended or extended and expires in 2018,
there would be no contractual obligation to
provide any more affordable housing units.”
He also said Denver and Forest City “have the
legal option to extend or amend the existing
Development Agreement prior to expiration”
but provided no additional information as to
how the existing requirement for affordable
for-sale units could be enforced. Previous cri-
tiques by CAB members and others have ques-
tioned the logic of a development agreement
that examines developer performance only at
project completion.

Denver’s New Affordable Fund

Another factor bringing Stapleton to a new
threshold in terms of affordable housing is
Denver’s affordable housing fund that takes

Stapleton Front Porch

effect in January. Revenues to the $15 million

fund will be comprised of commercial and res-

idential property taxes as well as a “linkage fee”

(development impact fee) imposed on new

development. Builders in Stapleton are exempt

from the linkage fee because of the city’s
development agreement with Forest City. The
group convened at the Front Porch roundtable
discussed the fund’s usefulness for Stapleton in
view of that exemption.

Padilla did confirm the following:

* The linkage fee will apply in Stapleton
when the development agreement expires
or upon redevelopment of a property in
Stapleton, whichever occurs first.

* Despite the linkage fee exemption, projects
in Stapleton will be eligible for awards
from the fund based on criteria such as
location of affordable housing in proximity
to high-frequency transit and as an area “at
risk of gentrification.”

The roundtable group discussed the possi-
ble use of affordable housing fund monies as a
contribution to the “public subsidy” referenced
in the Stapleton development agreement. The
agreement assumes that a “Public Subsidy will

be necessary for Forest City
to fulfill the requirements set
forth in the Plan.”

Forest City states it has
provided some combination
of land and/or cash to all the
existing affordable housing
projects in Stapleton. The
Stapleton Citizens Advisory
Board has repeatedly request-
ed that information but Forest
City has declined to provide
it. CAB believes the infor-
mation is relevant so that a
comparison could be made of
the Forest City contribution
to the amount charged by the
linkage fee imposed by Den-
ver’s new affordable housing
fund program. Padilla said
his office “is not privy to this
information.”

Stapleton Development Corporation Role in
Meeting the Vision of Affordable Housing

Based on the roundtable discussion, the
Front Porch questioned Padilla on the status
of a city commitment last year to meet
regularly with the SDC to discuss solutions
to the gap in affordable housing supply
in Stapleton. In response, Padilla said the
“OED continues to meet quarterly with
Forest City regarding their progress toward
affordable housing goals and upcoming pro-
duction. The most recent meeting was held
in September 2016. At previous meetings,
the CEO of the Stapleton Development
Corporation (SDC) has attended on behalf
of both SDC and the Citizens Advisory
Board (CAB). As the leadership team at SDC
transitions we expect the new CEO to attend
future quarterly meetings.”

Last December, the SDC chair said an
action plan on affordable housing would
be presented by the end of the first quarter
0f 2016. No such plan has been presented
publicly.

Possible New Role for
the Stapleton Foundation?

Landri Taylor, Stapleton Foundation
executive director, announced at the No-
vember CAB meeting a study into how the
foundation could assist buyers in making
down payments on affordable homes.

The foundation is contracting with BBC, a
Denver-based economics consulting firm, to
inventory the existing and forecast supply
of median priced-homes in Stapleton, said
to be in the $500,000 range. Taylor said
that “gives us an idea of how many buyers
will be able to access affordability at
Stapleton.” He said he looks at “unafford-
able simply meaning the cash necessary to
close the deal. Buyers typically in the 80

to 100 percent AMI (area median income)
can indeed afford the monthly payment but
they lack the resources to actually bring
the down payment and closing costs fo the
table.”

Taylor wants to test whether the foun-
dation could act as a lender of last resort,
contributing perhaps a five-year no-interest
loan to assist a buyer in making some
portion of the down payment. Taylor said
the 90-day study will also examine other
ways the Foundation can assist buyers and
models from around the country for preserv-
ing affordable units long-term. In Stapleton,
affordable for-sale units can transition from
a deed-restricted condition to the open
market in as litfle as 15 years.

Taylor said affordable housing has been
the “number one conversation” for the past
year with CAB and the SDC while the foun-
dation has not been an active participant
in the affordable housing issue. He said
the foundation board identified affordable
housing last spring as its number one pri-
ority: “It presented the perfect opportunity
as we near completion of development at
Stapleton for the foundation to jump in and
start fo convene a conversation that would
actually produce a direction of increasing
and preserving affordable housing at
Stapleton.”
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We know even the smallest requests are a big deal.
At David Weekley Homes, creating your ultimate home is about
having a personal Team that puts your dreams, desires and requests
above all else. Our Team is deeply committed to making sure your

family has the best possible experience — even before you move in.
That’s The Weekley Way!

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only
and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2016 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Denver, CO (DENA75238)

Stapleton Row Homes
From the $425s
720-838-2204

Visit our model home, located at
7995 East 49" Place
Denver, CO 80238
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Augustana Festival Christmas Concert | Sunday, December 18 | 7:30 pm | Choir, Handbells, Organ, Orchestra
Longest Night: A Service of Healing and Hope | Wednesday, December 21 | Noon ¢ 6:30 pm

Christmas Eve Worship | Saturday, December 24 | 3pm ¢ 5pm ¢ 11 pm

Christmas Day Worship | Sunday, December 25 | 10:30 am
Augustana Sunday Worship: 8 am | 10:30 am

LUTHERAN CHURCH 5000 E Alameda Ave | Denver CO 80246 | 303-388-4678 | www.augustanadenver.org
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Need Insurance? We Have Options!

We are local, independent agents specializing in health & life insurance

You have choices. We have options.
Call today for a FREE, no-obligation plan review
720-485-3635 « www.coinsuranceoptions.com

OPENING SOON IN THE
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Stapleton Dental is exicted to announce that we'll be moving to a
new location this fall, in the soon to be opened Stanley Marketplace.
We're honored to call Stapleton home and look forward to keeping
everyone’s smiles bright and healthy for years to come.
W
Tgp T\(f)p TLp

Dentists I)entlsts [)enth

l)elmsls
5280 5280 5280 5280

CALL OR VISIT US AT OUR CURRENT LOCATION TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY.
303.399.1488 | 3055 ROSLYN ST. #260 DENVER, CO | STAPLETONDENTAL.COM

©
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Coffee Houses in NE Denver

Perk Up Your Day

Usual-and unusual-places to get your coffee fix

Commonwealth
Coffee
Spinelli's

South Cake
Crumbs
Park Hill

Hub

HK‘S;;S‘ Bellwether Bllég?ger
Copper Door

Coffee Roasters

Unless otherwise noted, the coffee
shops listed below are located in
Denver and offer indoor seating,
wifi and food.

ArtGym Cafeé

9am - 6pm, Tue - Sat

1460 Leyden St.

Adjacent to creative workspace and gallery,
the café features artisan coffee, gourmet soda,
pastries, pierogi, and desserts.

Bellwether

7am - 7pm, Sun-Thu; 7am ~10pm Fri, Sat
5126 E. Colfax Ave.

Motorcyclethemed spot featuring espresso, cold
brew coffee, and whiskey. Monthly membership
provides access to workspaces, events, and
drink specials. Also offers barbershop and
clothing.

Stapleton Front Porch

Starbucks

Starbucks

Stapleton
Roasters

Art Starbucks

Gym Quince Essential

Coffee Regal Bakery

& Café

Starbucks

Blunozer Café
7am - 2pm,
Mon-Sat
1475 vy St.
This cozy,
family-run
café
features
breakfast
and lunch
items in

an eclectic
ambiance.

Cake Crumbs

6am - 6pm, Mon-Sat;

7am - 4pm, Sun

2216 Kearney St.

Specializing in cakes and baked treats, this
bakery also offers coffee and other light
snacks.

Maui
Wowi

Commonwealth Coffee
7am - 3pm, Mon-Fri;
8am - 4pm, Sat
5225 E. 38th
Ave.
Newly opened
artisan coffee
shop, com-
plementing
established
wholesale
roastery that will
feature breakfast
items in the future.

Copper Door Coffee
Roasters
6am - 5pm, Mon-Fri; 7am - 4pm, Sat-Sun;
932 Jersey St.
Quiet, cozy atmosphere in Mayfair featuring
house-roasted coffees.

21

Quince
Essential
Coffee

Hot Chick-A-Latte

5am - 6pm, Mon-Sat; 7am - 4pm, Sun

4736 E. Colfax Ave.

Scantily clad women serve suggestively named
coffees, breakfast burritos, and smoothies via
walk-up counter or drivethru. Outdoor seating
only, and no wi fi.

Jubilee Roasting
Hours: 7am - 3pm, Mon-Fri;
8am - 3pm, Sat

1452 Kenton St., Aurora
With art studios in back, this
small, specialty coffee shop
also offers snacks in an
industrial-hip atmosphere.

Mavui Wowi Hawaiian

Coffees & Smoothies
7am - 8pm, Mon-Fri; 8am - 9pm,
Sat; Yam - 5pm Sun;
7581 E. Academy Blvd.
In hangar area of Lowry, the juice bar/café
features coffees, smoothies, frozen yogurt, snacks
and Hawaiian products.

Park Hill Hub

7am - 2pm, Mon-Sat; 8am - 2pm, Sun

1502 Ivanhoe St.

Features coffees, healthy breakfast bowls, burritos
in cozy location just off of Colfax.

Quince Essential Coffee

6am - 8pm, Mon-Fri; 8am - 9pm, Sat;

8am - 8pm, Sun. 1447 Quince St.

This cozy coffee spot also offers tea, pastries,
vegan items, and panini in an old house with a
wraparound porch.

Jubilee Roasting

Regal Bakery & Café

7am - 6pm, Mon-Fri; 8am - 2pm, Sat-Sun
1141 Syracuse St.

Offering freshly baked goods for breakfast and

lunch, including croissants, quiches, and omelettes.

Spinelli’s South Bakery

7am - 8pm, Mon-Thu; 7am - 9pm, Fri-Sun

4628 E. 23rd Ave.

Across the street from the market, the bakery feo-
tures coffee, Sweet Action ice cream, and scratch
baked goods in an intimate atmosphere.

Stapleton Roasters, LLC

Order at stapletonroasters.com

2373 Central Park Blvd., Ste. 100

Although their coffee is not offered for sale in
brewed form yet, they accept orders for local-
ly-roasted, fair trade, organic coffee for same-day
delivery, or you can pick it up at Colorado Bever-
age Company in north Stapleton.

Starbucks

Hours Vary by location

Seattle-based coffeehouse chain. Stand-alone
locations (not within grocery stores)

7304 E. 29th Ave.

200 Quebec St.

6160 E. Colfax Ave., #1

7990 E. 49th Ave.

By Melinda Pearson and Carol Roberts
Photos by Steve Larson
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Photo by Shana Lurie

In the Face of
Hate, Neighbors
Jumpin to
Spread Love
and Support

By Melinda Pearson
andals defaced Stapleton’s Isabella
-\ / Bird school with a swastika and other
offensive graffiti over the weekend
of November 18th. The offensive messages
appeared on the door and playground of

the school. Police and school officials are
working to find the perpetrators, but in the

sages of support and remove the spray-painted
graffiti. By Sunday evening, most of the graffi-
ti was gone and messages of love and encour-
agement filled the school and social media.
Local Jewish residents and leaders are
deeply concerned about this display of
anti-Semitism. Liron Caplan’s message to
the perpetrator was, “This symbol that you
placed on this wall is one of pure hatred
and unadulterated pain. It is not cool. It
is not the image of defiance, or power, or

meantime the community has responded.
Within hours of discovering the offensive
messages, community members turned out

to paper the school with heart-shaped mes- your power over others. It is not a symbol

Photos by Lis Cohen

of angst or your troubles. Just hate.” Rabbi
Mendel Popack of the Stapleton Jewish Life
Center (SJLC) said, “We condemn this deeply
offensive act and stand together with our
Stapleton neighbors in opposition to this and
all forms of hatred and discrimination. This
type of hateful expression has no place in our
society, and is not in any way a reflection of
our neighborhood or of the Stapleton com-
munity.”

In response to this incident, the SJLC
and neighbors have organized a parade of

solidarity to take place on December 27. The
parade will begin at Isabella Bird school, travel
through Stapleton, and culminate at the east
crescent of the Stapleton Founders Green for
the annual community menorah lighting.

To show support for Jewish neighbors,
some Stapleton residents are printing and tap-
ing menorah posters in the windows of their
homes. To download and print a menorah to
put in your window, please go to this article
at heeps://frontporchstapleton.com or visit
JewishStapleton.com.

FOR YOUR HOME
e Contractor

& INSURED

We specialize in bathroom
remodels & basement finishes

Over 30 years’ experience * Check us out on Angie’s List
A+ Rating on Better Business Bureau
Promark Contracting LLC, 303-725-9444, Promarkworks.com

* Interiors & Exteriors - Meticulous and Quick
* Faux Finishes ¢ Free Estimates

Mike Ciechanowicz | 303-324-1653 | mbsn7789@q.com
A+ Business Rating with the BBB

303.355.5666

KITCHENS, BATHS, BASEMENTS
WHOLE HOUSE REMODELS
WWW.DIANEGORDONDESIGN.COM

We have the styles you love.

Shutters * Draperies

Wood Blinds

Honeycomb Shades
Roller Shades * Vertical Blinds
Silhouette® « Woven Wood

and more!

December 2016

22

reecycle 201/

BIG CHANGES in 2017

Collections will occur on the weekends

of January 7th and January 14th.
No weekday collections.

RECYCLING YOUR CHRISTMAS

TREE

IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3!

Remove all decorations, lights, and tree stands.

Remember, only natural (real) trees are collected for
“ recycling during Treecycle. NO artificial or flocked trees are

accepted.

m . Set your tree out for collection no later than 7 a.m.
: on Saturday, January 7th or no later than 7 a.m. on

Saturday, January 14th.

Reclaim free mulch made from your tree at the
* Annual Mulch Giveaway & Compost Sale in May.

e All Christmas trees must be set out at your regular trash collection location

by 7 a.m.

on Saturday, January 7th or by 7 a.m. on Saturday,

January 14th. Trees may be collected on Saturday or Sunday.

”s DENVER

&

DENVER RECYCLES

* Do NOT place trees inside bags, carts or dumpsters, and be sure to set
trees at least 2 feet away from trash or recycling containers, cars, and
other obstacles.

e Christmas trees will not be collected by Extra Trash crews during the first

two weeks of January.

Treecycle is for Denver

residents only. Drop-off.

e After January 15th, trees can be dropped off at the Cherry Creek Recycling

For more information visit DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles or call 720-865-6810.

Budget Blinds—custom window coverings

that fit your

style and budget!

Personal Style Consultants * Thousands of samples from the best brands

“Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

’
4

a style for every point of view"

e ——————————————

30% OFF .creaote
303-422-1499

Call today for details or visit us online at

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. Lifetime limited warranties.

—_——

www.budgetblinds.com

e e

Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 12/31/16.
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By Melinda Pearson and John Fernandez
’ I Yhe Northfield Apartments officially
opened their doors to residents on Nov.
4. The 84-unit affordable-housing
complex at the corner of Northfield Blvd. and
Trenton St. features one-, two-, and three-bed-
room units and serves households making less
than 60 percent of the area median income, or
$48,060 for a family of four. Rents range from
about $650 to $1,150 per month.

“This Stapleton community is special. More
so than any other neighborhood that I get the
privilege of working in across the city, this is a
“Yes in my backyard’ neighborhood,” said Robin
Kniech, city councilwoman at-large, who at-
tended the opening ceremony. “I have residents
say to me, ‘When are we going to get more
affordable housing? Not because I need it, 'm
a lawyer, I'm an architect, but I want it in my
community, I want to be a part of that.””

This development is the first for-rent
affordable housing complex north of I-70 in
Stapleton, and it represents an approximately 30
percent increase in for-rent affordable housing
in Stapleton, bringing the total rental units to
approximately 361, out of 8,181 total housing
units in Stapleton as of mid-summer.

The majority of the Northfield Apartments
are two- and three-bedroom units designed for
families. The complex was 100 percent leased
within a day and a half with over 500 inter-
ested parties, showing the incredible demand

Gete Mekonnen, executive director of Northeast Denver Housing Center (NDHC),
speaks at the apartment opening event. Dignitaries in attendance include Mayor

for affordable housing in
Denver.

An Ethiopian proverb
holds that “one day’s rain
cannot get deep into the
soil,” said Gete Mekon-
nen, executive director of
Northeast Denver Housing
Center (NDHC), referring
to the scope of the project
in relation to the overall
demand in Denver. Mayor
Michael Hancock added,
“In order for us to make a
dent, we need not a one-
day rain, but we simply
need to flood this city with
the commitment to afford-
able housing, and that’s
why it is the top priority
in the city going forward.”
Noting that the complex
will serve citizens making
30-60 percent of family
median income (FMI),
Hancock praised the project’s many partners
for digging deep to meet the considerable
challenges it faced.

This $19 million project is particularly
notable because it is the first project complet-
ed using a $1.7 million loan from the City of
Denver’s new Revolving Affordable Housing
Loan Fund
(RAHLF).
The develop-
er, NDHC,
worked with
the Colora-
do Housing
and Finance
Authority
(CHFA) to
coordinate the
collaboration
of several enti-
ties, including
subsidies from
Forest City
Stapleton, First
Bank, federal

Hancock, Rep. DeGette and Councilpeople Herndon, Kneich and Ortega.

Stapleton Front Porch

and state credits, and home funds awarded
from both the city of Denver and state of
Colorado. Despite the complex layers of
funding and participation, the project was
completed on budget and on time, according
to Mekonnen.

The property is place-based—within
walking distance “there are over 6,000 jobs,
a shopping center with a full-service grocery
store, a pharmacy, movie theaters, an open
pedestrian mall, and
within a mile we have the
Stapleton transit station,”
said Mekonnen.

Northfield Apartments
features private patios, a
children’s play area and
organic gardening planters.

It is also sustainable, with
xeriscape landscaping, solar
panels and energy-efficient
gas and electrical systems.
According to Mekonnen,
residents will have access

to a community center Interior of
nterior or a un

The Northfield Apartments have a playground with a hilly play area, organic gardening planters and a
community center offering classes for parents and after-school programs for kids. Photos by John Fernandez

for classes on healthy eating, healthy cooking,
gardening, and after-school programs for kids.

Speaking to the importance of affordable
housing regionally, a number of elected repre-
sentatives were on hand to mark the occasion
including Rep. Diana DeGette, District 8
Councilman Christopher Herndon, Mayor
Michael B. Hancock, and City Council-
women At-Large Robin Kneich and Debbie
Ortega.

it at Northfield Apartments.

ND BUILD TO SPEC -
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By Courtney Drake-McDonough

leo Parker Robinson is known both for
‘ her talent as a dancer and her tenacity

in creating a cultural arts institution
that serves more than 60,000 people each
year. Through the power of art and dance,
the non-profit Cleo Parker Robinson Dance
(CPRD) organization has engaged 12,000
public school students each year, including
gang members and many at-risk youth in a
cross cultural arts experience.

Cleo Parker Robinson grew up in the arts
in Denver’s Five Points and Park Hill neigh-
borhoods. Her parents were both musicians
and her father was one of the first black actors
in Denver at the former Bonfils theater. She
studied with top dancers and choreographers
in Colorado and New York, including Merce
Cunningham and Alvin Ailey, an Afri-
can-American dance pioneer. Forty-six years
ago, Robinson started her own dance ensemble
while a student at the former Colorado Wom-
en’s College (now the campus of Johnson &
Wales University). Eventually, she moved and
expanded the school to its present location in

www.MargieWilliamsDDS.com

Five Points, creating a non-profit organization
that now receives funding from the Scientific
and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) to help
fund free and affordable programs includ-

ing: a professional modern dance ensemble,
youth ensemble, a professional and commu-
nity dance, an international summer dance
institute, a 246-seat theater and community
outreach programs. Robinson has gone on to
win many civic and academic awards, and she
was appointed by President Bill Clinton to the
National Council on the Arts in 1999.

Two years ago, Robinson, now 68, turned
over the role of executive director to her son
Malik. He started out by helping his father,
Tom Robinson, who, for years, had been the
organization’s volunteer business manager
while also working full time as a math teacher
and as an official for NCAA football on the
weekends. “He had his hands full!” says Malik,
who then became the organization’s booking
manager, arranging for the ensemble’s perfor-
mances domestically and internationally.

Malik was born into the arts in the same
neighborhood where his mother grew up. He

Dance and Culture for

All—from Professionals
to School Children

|

Left: Cleo Parker Robinson and her son Malik share the
vision and the history of Cleo Parker Robinson Dance.

Above: A 1968 photo of Cleo by Earl Klamm.

did a lictle acting as a child and was always
around his mother’s dance organization. But
when asked about his own dance experience,
he says, “I started dancing at an early age and I
stopped dancing at an early age. Growing up, I
had such a respect for the art form but I knew
that I didn’t have the will or the discipline

(to be a dancer).” Still, Malik grew up fully
entrenched in the world of dance, connecting
with the likes of world-famous choreographer
Alvin Ailey, who suggested he take up dance to
help his performance as an athlete.

“I had a deep appreciation for what they
did, but I also wanted to pursue sports and
hang out in the neighborhood,” he says,
adding, “And I wanted my friends to have the
same experiences I was having (in the dance
studio).”

Malik has used his administrative strengths
rather than dance abilities to serve his family
legacy and the world of dance. He partnered
with Metropolitan State University to create a
dance major in an individualized degree pro-
gram, the first dance major in Denver. CPRD
students, who have always received help from

the Academy in preparing for college, now
have another option for furthering their dance
studies.

And Malik, remembering he wanted his
friends to have the kind of dance experienc-
es he had at his family’s studio as a child,
developed and directs CPRD’s after-school
programming.

“I'm so proud of Malik,” says Cleo Parker
Robinson, “He does things I could have never
thought about or do.” She says the hard part
is knowing when to back off and when to
get involved. “I want to allow him to find his
own voice, but then for me to know when
it’s time for me to jump in,” she says, adding
that it’s all part of the growth of the business.
“As Malik goes around the country with the
company, he carries himself with every bit of
who we all are.”

“Granny Dances to A Holiday Drum,” a
celebration of 15 cultures will be performed
at CPRD from December 3 to 18. For more
information, visit cleoparkerdance.org and the
Front Porch holiday events section that starts
on page 29.

WILLIAMS

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Margie Williams, DDS
Molly Johnson, DDS

New, Expanded Hours!
2979 N. Iola St. Denver CO 80238

Our office was designed and built from the
ground up with every patient comfort and
convenience in mind.

303-945-2699
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Announcements

Jan. 14—Denver Preschool Showcase of
Early Childhood Options

The Showcase is a free, one-stop opportuni-
ty for families to learn about preschool options,
resources and tuition support available to all
families of 4-year-olds living in Denver. Many
of the options in the Denver Preschool Program
(DPP) are in Denver Public Schools (DPS).
Enrollment in a DPS preschool is through the
DPS Choice process, which runs Jan. 5-31.

The NE Denver location will be Dahlia
Campus for Health and Well-Being, 3401
Eudora St. on Saturday, Jan. 14, 10am to 2pm.
Spanish translators will be available. The event
will include free food and refreshments, fami-
ly-friendly activities, entertainment, free dental
screenings and storytime readings with the
Denver Public Library. For families unable to
attend the showcase, DPP’s online “Find a Pre-
school” tool at www.dpp.org enables families
to search for a program by location and quality
rating. For more about the Showcase, visit

www.dpp.org/showcase or call 303.595.4377.

TransitWatch App Lets Passengers
Report Suspicious Activity
The Regional Transportation District

(RTD) has an app called TransitWatch to help
keep passengers safe. TransitWatch enables

passengers to report suspicious or criminal
activity to RTD’s transit police command
center. Users can send descriptions, photos
and GPS locations. Once an incident report
is received by the security operations center,
they are able to quickly respond and broad-
cast travel alerts and safety information

to subscribers. The free app now has over
5,000 subscribers. For more information

or to download the app, please visit-www.
rtd-denver.com/TransitWatch.sheml.

Volunteers Needed For Tax Preparation
Assistance

The Denver Asset Building Coalition
(DABC) is seeking volunteers to help pro-
vide free tax preparation services to low in-
come families and individuals. In 2016, the
DABC served over 5,500 clients from 130
zip codes around the Denver metro area
and in the state. They were able to facilitate
the return of $7 million in federal refunds
to the community and saved their clients
approximately $1 million in tax preparation
fees. With only three paid staff members,
the DABC relies upon volunteers to help
meet the capacity of their tax site. For more
information about volunteering, or to learn
more about DABC services, please visit
www.denverabc.org.

DIVORCE

“Colorado’s Family Law Team”

Schedule a consultation with Sangeetha Mallavarapu,

voted a Rising Star by Colorado Super Lawyers for 2015 & 2016
303 515-5000 « www.harrisfamilylaw.com

o CUSTODY

Happy Holidays

with the Wolfe & Epperson Team

located on a large comer lot in
popular Park Hill.

2601 Hudson Street 100 Ivy Street 2935 Central Park Bivd
Park Hill Crestmoor Stapleton

$479,000 $775,000 $387,950

ACTIVE SALE PENDING SOLD

3 Beds & 2 Baths 5 Beds & 3 Baths 3 Beds & 3 Baths

1497 Sq Ft + 1,003 Fin. Sq Ft Bsmt 1,998 Sq Ft + 1,445 Fin. Sq Ft Bsmt 1,647 Finished Sq Ft
Sunny and bright, solid brick ranch  Classic Crestmoor brick ranch ona  Stately Stapleton row home in a
prime comer lot in great location!  prime location!

2509 Dahlia St 8508 E 25th Dr
Park Hill Stapleton
SOLD SOLD

7770 E 26th Ave REALGiving
Stapleton
g was a success
again!

*Represented the buyer

7th Annual REALGiving Stapleton was a tremendous success. 150+ families were helped this year!

Thanks to all the Stapleton/ Park Hill Realtors, friends and families for giving back

www.facebook.com/RealGivingStapleton

Selling Stapleton since take-off!

Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson
303.886.6606 | www.wolfe-epperson.com
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The moment you find out you're pregnant,

you start dreaming about everything that
the experience can be. As the region’s top
baby hospital, Saint Joseph Hospital knows
that expectant moms want a pregnancy and
delivery experience they can call their own.
That’s why our Nurse-Midwives program is
continually adding options that women can
choose from to further personalize their care.
From water births to alternative methods of
pain management like nitrous oxide, every
expectant mom can create a birth plan

with a midwife partner who is known for

outstanding outcomes.

Learn more at SaintjosephDenver.org/Midwife
or call 303.318.BABY (2229) to schedule an
appointment at our Stapleton Clinic.

.1:: Saint Joseph

HOSPITAL | SCL Health
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Just the Facts

Rise and Fall of the Rockies

olorado has some of the strangest
‘ mountains and plains on earth. Their
tectonic history underpins our ski in-
dustry, groundwater supplies, soil, and national
parks.

We even have a couple of hidden mountain
ranges, whose whereabouts are revealed in rock
outcrops that millions of people drive by every
day. These mountains were once as big as the
Andes, and corrugated our state 300 million
years ago when Colorado was a warm, tropical
locale that straddled the equator. One range
called Uncomphagria (thymes with sangria)
loomed over western Colorado. The other,
called the Ancestral Rockies, towered over
central Colorado.

Tropical weathering and millions of years of
erosion eventually beveled the peaks of these
mountains. Their relicts live on, though. The
pebbly remnants of
Uncomphagria make
up much of the red dirt
and rocks of south-
western Colorado. The
sedimentary remains of
the Ancestral Rockies
make up the Flatirons,
Red Rocks Amphi-
theatre, Roxborough
Park, and Garden of
the Gods. The most
famous leftovers of these
mountains make up the
Maroon Bells. To get
these bottom-of-the-
mountain sediments up
to the top of Maroon Peak, another moun-
tain-building interval occurred hundreds of
millions of years later. Movement of earth’s
tectonic plates squeezed our modern Rocky
Mountains into existence, opening them up-
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by James Hagadorn

ward like an accordion.

And those diamond-shaped peaks coveted
by skiers and outdoorspeople? They owe their
origin to ice ages that occurred during the
last couple hundred thousand years. Thats
because as snow builds up on mountaintops,
it compresses and eventually becomes ice. If
enough of it accumulates, and if it persists for
millennia, it forms a glacier that then flows
downhill like molasses. But glaciers chisel a
path through mountains like an ice-cream
scoop carves through ice cream. The areas
left between the glacial scoops formed the
pointy peaks and knife-sharp jagged ridges
that adorn our favorite ski and mountain-
eering epicenters. They also created all the
depressions that became our alpine lakes, like
Turquoise Lake near Leadville. As glaciers
moved downhill and combined with one an-

This is what it would look like if you were standing at the foothills of the Ancestral
Rockies, hundreds of millions of years ago. Wander through this landscape at
https://vimeo.com/coloradoigp Image: P. Weimer.

other, they bulldozed long valleys with flattish
bottoms. In some cases, we've shored up their
bulldozed piles of debris with dams, turning
them into drinking water reservoirs.

We also have two sets of mountains that
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Satellite view of Colorado with the Uncompahgre Mountains in the distance and the Ancestral Rockies
in the foreground, separated by inlets of a vast sea that covered most of North America. See animation
of how Colorado evolved during this interval at https://vimeo.com/coloradoigp Image: P. Weimer.

break tradition. That’s because they don’t have
pointy peaks, but rather are flat-topped. The
most famous of these is near Coors brewery.
Not too long after the dinosaurs bit the dust
65 million years ago, a volcano northwest of
Golden spewed hot lava. It flowed southward,
filling up valleys like a lake. Over time, the
mountains surrounding this cooled lava lake
eroded away, but the hardened lava rock was
durable, and protected the underlying strata
from erosion. Thus formed North and
South Table Mountain. The same thing
happened in an area between Steam-
boat, Meeker and Glenwood Springs. It
formed our other rule-breaking moun-
tain range, called the Flat Tops.

So why do we have so many four-
teeners, even compared to volcano-rich
places like California and Washington?
Youd think that only the edges of
continents, where the tectonic plates are
ramming into one another, would have
giant mountains. Like the Himalayas,
Andes and Alps.

Moreover, why are our “plains” a
mile high?

It’s because about 10 million years
ago, Colorado and vicinity began to be uplift-
ed like rising cake batter. Rivers and glaciers
cut downward into the rocks and sediments
underfoot, exposing them and sculpting the
landscape we have today. In some cases, big

thrive

HOME BUILDERS

Homes that do more.

piles of sediment were washed out onto the
plains, creating the largest reservoir of ground-
water in the U.S.—the Ogalalla aquifer. Where
rivers got “stuck” in our mountains’ resistant
bedrock, they cut deep v-shaped chasms like
Royal Gorge, Glenwood Canyon, and Black
Canyon of the Gunnison.

Just last year, scientists figured out why
this happened. Water from a melting tectonic
plate that long ago got shoved under North
America percolated upward beneath what’s now
our High Plains. It transformed the overlying
minerals and rocks, making them less dense.
And Colorado became more buoyant, rising
like a marshmallow floating on the earth’s inner
hot cocoa. Nature’s erosional processes did the
rest, with rivers, wind and ice dissecting the
landscape and redistributing its sedimentary
bounty.

The Rockies will still periodically be
punctured by volcanoes and cracked apart by
tectonic movements, but not in our lifetimes.
Yet our mountains and plains are still gently ris-
ing. As a result, the Rockies are slowly eroding
away and being deposited on the High Plains,
making our landscape less lumpy over time.
But don’t worry, you'll still have plenty of time
to bag some peaks before the Rockies end up in
Kansas.

James Hagadorn, Ph.D., is a scientist at the
Denver Museum of Nature & Science. Suggestions
& comments welcome at jwhagadorn@dmns.org

WESTMINSTER | STAPLETON | LOWRY | LONE TREE | CASTLE ROCK
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the theater and a second film or series available on
DVD or an instant-streaming service. Follow “Indie
Prof” on Facebook for updates about film events and movie

I E ach month, the Indie Prof reviews a current film in

reviews.

Always Shine coi)

This stylish and atmospheric thriller is the second fea-
ture film directed by indie star Sophia Takal. Known mostly
for intense parts in small, independent films, Takal seems
to have absorbed everything she has seen in the indie world
and added a dash of Brian De Palma and David Lynch. The
result is an engaging and aesthetically pleasing mix of style
and substance about the trials of actresses, their competi-
tive juices, and the incessant objectification of women in
Hollywood. The film is strongly directed, expertly acted,
and so intricately structured that we are sometimes lost
and sometimes grounded in this bizarre world. It all adds
up to an interesting and worthwhile experience.

The story concerns two young actresses and friends,
Anna (Mackenzie Davis) and Beth (Caitlin FitzGerald),
who are constantly competing for the same parts. They
decide to take a weekend trip to Big Sur to re-establish
their friendship while relaxing and rejuvenating. But relax-
ing and rejuvenating turns into jealousy and competition
at every turn and in every situation, no matter how little,
and we get the feeling that things will not turn out well.
Add a dash of Hitchcock here, and this entertaining film
takes us directly where it wants us to go. Where does it go?
Well, far be it from me to spoil the fun.

This is certainly an actor’s film, as Davis and FitzGerald
give excellent performances guided by Takal. The women
inhabit their parts perfectly, with Anna as the over-the-top
emotional to the more measured Beth. Both have their
moments, and they shine. Many times in independent
films we get solid writing and very good performances,
but the formal apparatus—cinematography, editing, sets,
sound—can be inconsistent. That is not the case here: all
of these aspects heighten the mood and add to the tension,

Stapleton Front Porch

especially the excellent cinematography from
Mark Schwartzbard (another indie staple). The
music from Michael Montes is particularly
good, recalling the great thrillers from the
aforementioned De Palma and Lynch. All of
the production elements are highly profession-
al. Add to that the thematic aspect of women
in Hollywood and the film gives us the total
package: smart, entertaining, and layered.

Starts at the Sie Film Center on Dec. 2.

You will like this film if you enjoyed Mulholland Drive,

Lost Highway, or The Black Dahlia.

Ray Donovan (showtime)

“Tip the country on its side, and everything that falls
loose lands in L.A.”

So says one of the main characters in Showtime’s can’t-
take-your-eyes-away from gritty series, Ray Donovan. With
four seasons in the can, the series has a devoted following and
has been renewed for a fifth season. It has won several Golden
Globe Awards and has been nominated for everything from
Best Television Series to Best Actor in a Television Series.

Always Shine

That best actor nominee, Liev Schreiber in the title role, is
outstanding as the Irish-American, Boston-born, now L.A.
resident who is a “fixer” for the rich and famous. He arrang-
es bribes, he makes payoffs, he makes threats, and he does
whatever it takes to clear his clients. Schreiber is cool, tough,
street-smart, clever, sexy, and downright devious as the bruis-
ing and brooding lead character. He is the Michael Corleone
of his world, and he alone makes the series worth watching.
But there is much more to it than that. The entire ensem-
ble cast is excellent: Jon Voight as the mercurial Mickey Don-
ovan, Ray’s father; Paula Malcomson as Ray’s fiery wife Abby;
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Ray

Donovan

Eddie Marsan and Dash Mihok as his brothers Bunchy and
Terry; Stephen Bauer and Katherine Moennig as his loyal
associates Avi and Lena; Pooch Hall as his half-brother
Darryl; and Kerris Dorsey and Devon Bagby as his son and
daughter Bridget and Conor. There is not a weak link in
the group and all the actors work off each other naturally
and viscerally. If you've followed this column over the years,
you know that I always say good acting and good writing
go hand-in-hand, and that couldnt be more true here—the
writing is spectacular.

Beyond the writing and acting, the production values
are also top-notch. The cinematography is
particularly good, and the editing is sharp
and fast—many times the film will cross-cut
between multiple storylines and then find
common ground between them in the final
scene. Such sequences remind of the bril-
liant baptism from The Godfather, marrying
theme to form.

Season 1 starts out fast and the series really
never slows down. As we race through the L.A.
streets, we move as fast as the main character
rushing to his next fix. Ray fixes for movie
stars, Sports stars, executives, rap stars, and
even one self-help guru. The cast of characters
with whom he comes in contact is never-end-
ing and endlessly fascinating. You will race through the first
four seasons as well, just happy that Ray never knocks on
your door.

There is quite a bit of harsh language, nudity, sex, and
violence.

You will like this show if you enjoyed Sons of Anarchy,
Homeland, and/or Game of Thrones.

Available on-demand at Showtime or on Amazon.

Vincent Piturro, Ph.D., is an associate professor of Cinema
Studies ar Metropolitan State University of Denver. He can be
reached at vpiturro@msudenver.com.
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The Book Worm

Book reviews by librarians at the Schlessman
branch, Denver Public Library.

ADULT NON-
FICTION

Sapiens: A Brief His-
tory of Humankind
by Yuval Noah
Harari
At one time in
history, there were
more than half a
dozen species of
human, but now
only our species—
homo sapiens—remains. If you are interested
in reading the best theories about who we are
and how we got here—and maybe even some
ideas about where we might be heading—
then this book is for you. Yuval covers a lot
of ground in this accessible and surprisingly
entertaining book, but the journey is so en-
joyable that you won’t mind. Yuval’s writing
is light and vivid, and the information he
presents is eye-opening and thought-provok-
ing. Highly recommended!

ADULT
FICTION

The Last Painting of
Sara De Vos

by Dominic Smith
In 1637,a
woman paints a
landscape that
somehow captures
her pain at losing
a child. In 1957,
that same painting
is stolen from a private collector, and a
forgery is left in its place. In 2000, a famous
art historian is on the brink of being exposed
as the person who created the forgery. These
three narratives intertwine to create a book
that is part historical fiction, part mystery
and part art lesson. The novel moves forward
and backward in time, building tension and
deepening the reader’s understanding of the
characters and what drives them. This is a
heartfelt, compelling read.

Justin Ross
(303) 399-2154

justin@stapletonmortgage.net

Marissa Ross

(720) 280-8416
marissa@smandrealty.com

o

&

stapletonmortgageandrealty.com
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YOUNG
ADULT
FICTION

Lily and Dunkin

by Donna
Gephart

Lily has a
secret. Everyone
thinks that she is
a boy, but deep
inside, she knows
that she is a girl.

Dunkin also has a secret. He has bipolar dis-
order, and something painful happened in his
past. Secrets are very hard to keep, especially
when they go to the heart of who you are.
When the book opens, each secret is starting
to unravel. When Lily and Dunkin meet for
the first time, each wonders if the other holds
the key to being oneself, while still getting
along in the world. This is a beautiful and af-
fecting book that tackles many difficult topics
with calm authority. There is also a univer-
sality to its themes. All teenagers struggle to

figure out who they are and how much of
themselves to reveal, and they will find much
to identify with in this book.

Advanced
¥4 Pediatric

Associates.,
Faned in Faned fon Heatthicn Olslenen

» Same-day sick visits”

Minimal wait times

» After hours nurse advice and on-call physician

$99

Like UsOnFacebook £d

Central Park Professional Condominiums

We know you want quick access to medical care when your
child is sick, so we tailor our schedule to meet your needs:

Weekday and Saturday morning appointments

Most insurance plans accepted

PICTURE
BOOK,
AGES 6-8
Joseph's Big Ride
Story by Terry
Farish, Art by
Ken Daley

Joseph lives

in a refugee
camp in Kenya with his mother and many,
many other people. His friend Daau has a
bicycle that Joseph longs to ride, but Joseph is
too small for Daau’s big bike. One day, Joseph
and his mother travel far from the camp. They
ride in an airplane. They arrive in America.
In his new home, Joseph experiences different
food, a new language, and a different kind of
school. He also meets a girl who has a shiny
red bicycle. Joseph's desire to ride the bike and
the girl’s kind, welcoming nature bring the two
children together in friendship. This is a happy,
beautiful book that touches gently on the
refugee experience, but focuses more on how
children become friends. Parents looking for
books with diverse characters and settings will
appreciate this book.

Welcoming New Patients!

2373 Central Park Boulevard, #202
Denver, Colorado 80238

*most days when calling before noon

LOVE YOUR SMILE!

IV Sedation | Wisdom Tooth Removal | Implants | Dentures | Invisalign

Exam, X-rays & Cleaning

OR

Whitening for Life

Dr. Kate Steele ® Steele Dentistry
3545 Quebec St, Ste 110

Denver, CO 80238 (Behind Sonic)
303-278-3353 ® steeledental.com
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CRACKER

ver 100 years old, The Nutcracker is the most
widely performed ballet around the world and
a time-honored holiday tradition.The score was
composed by Peter llyitch Tschaikovsky and accompa-
nies a ballet performed in two acts.The ballet tells the
story of a young girl, Clara, her brother Fritz, and her
family on Christmas Eve.The family hosts a party and
the family is surprised by a visit from Clara’s eccentric
godfather, Drosselmeyer, who presents Clara with a
beautiful Nutcracker. After bedtime, Clara dreams that
the Nutctracker becomes a Prince after battling an army
of mice. He takes Clara to the Land of Sweets where
they are greeted by the Sugar Plum Fairy.The Prince
tells of the daring battle and they are rewarded with

a celebration of dances representing countries from
around the world. At the end of the ballet, Clara awak-
ens from her dream and finds herself by her Christmas
tree with her beloved Nutcracker.

HOLIDAY DANCE PERFORMANCES

12/2 and 12/3—The Nutcracker by Interna-
tional Youth Ballet. 12/2 at 7:30pm; 12/3 at 2:30

and 7:30pm. Newman Center for the Performing Arts,
Denver University, $30. Tickets: www.newmantix.com

12/3 to 12/18— Cleo Parker Robinson
presents Granny Dances to A Holiday Drum,

a celebration of 15 cultures. $30-$40. | |9 Park Ave.West.

Tickets: cleoparkerdance.org

Through 12/24— Colorado Ballet presents
The Nutcracker.Tickets: $30 to $155. www.colora-
doballet.org

12/9 to 12/1 1—Dance Conservatory of Den-
ver Presents The Children’s Nutcracker at
Colorado Heights University, 3001 S. Federal Blvd.Tick-
ets $25. Noon and 4pm. Dance Conservatory is located
in Park Hill. www.danceconservatoryofdenver.com

12/9 to 12/11— The Aurora Symphony &
Aurora Dance Arts present the Nutcracker.
12/09-12/10 at 7pm; 12/10 -12/11 at 2pm. http://www.
aurorasymphony.org/holiday.html

12/10 and 12/11 — Dance Institute presents
The Nutcracker. 12/10 at 6:30pm; 12/11 at Ipm.
Adams City High School. $15.303-525-0011.20% of the
ticket price is donated to your school’s PTA.

12/10 to 12/23— Ballet Ariel presents The
Nutcracker at Lakewood Cultural Center. Dec. 10,
I1,17,18,22 and 23 at 2 pm; Dec. |7 at 7pm. $35/adults,
$25/children. 470 S.Allison Pkwy, Lakewood. Tickets:
www.Lakewood.org/Tickets. http://www.balletariel.org

Stapleton Front Porch

Hunter Rowe and Ella Young practice for The Nutcracker performance by Dance Institute on
December 10 and 11 at Adams City High School. Dance Institute donates 20% of the ticket
price to your school’s PTA.

12/16 Friday—Colorado Conservatory of Dance presents
A Sensory Friendly Nutcracker. 6:30pm. For families with spe-

cial-needs family members; traditional theatre setting with sound modified,

house lights up, guests are welcome to stand up, walk around and react
to the performance in ways that feel right to them. Meet and greet with
Clara, The Nutcracker Prince and other characters.Tickets $10, special

needs guests are free. www.ccdance.org

12/17—Park Hill Dance Academy 3" Annual Nutcracker.
6pm. $12. East High School, 1600 City Park Esplanade. Tickets: www.
tututix.com/parkhilldanceacademy or 303-975-6111.

12/18—Your Soul’s Movment Student Showcase.2pm. 8216 E.

49th Ave. #1338 Denver. Admission: $5/youth (17 and under), $10/adults
or families. info@yoursoulsmovement.com

Peony
Nail Spa
Natural Nail Care

~ GRAND OPENING ~

Year end special

20% OFF any service
Offer expires 12/31/16

Manicure ~ Pedicure ~ Gel ~ Cuccio Spa

720-595-0870
8384 Northfield Blvd. Suite1240-104,
Denver, CO 80238 « peonynail.com
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HOLIDAY MUSIC

12/1 to 12/3—Denver
Gay Men’s Chorus Holi-
day Concert. Merry and Gay!
Central Presbyterian Church,
1660 Sherman St.Tickets: www.

rmarts.org

12/2 to 12/3—Colorado
Choir 40th Christmas
Concert. 7:30 pm.Augusta-
na Lutheran Church, 5000 E.
Alameda.Works by JS Bach;
Randall Thompson; M Lauridsen,
etc. Reception after Fri. per-
formance. 303.892.5922, www.

| coloradochoir.org. $20/adults,
. $15/students/seniors/military.

12/2 to 12/3—A Colorado
Choir Christmas. Holiday
favorites performed by Colora-
do Choir.Augustana Lutheran
Church.Tickets: www.augusta-
naarts.org

12/3 to 12/18—Pll be
Home for Christmas.
Magical seasonal sounds with
The Denver Brass. Free con-
cert; donations accepted. www.
denverbrass.org

12/3 Saturday—Holiday
BrassFest. Sounds of the
season vibrate thru Galleria at
Denver Performing Arts Com-
plex as brass players from the
region gather with The Denver
Brass to present free holiday
concert. Brass players all levels
invited to participate. www.
denverbrass.org.

12/4 Sunday—Wonder:
Glorious Sounds of the
Season. 5pm. Montview Pres-
byterian Church, 1980 Dabhlia.
www.montview.org

[continued on page 30)
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12/9 to 12/11—Colorado Symphony Presents
A Colorado Christmas. With Colorado Children’s
Chorale. Boettcher Concert Hall, 1000 [4th St. $22-$84.
www.coloradosymphony.org

12/9 to 12/13—Beethoven and Brews with Call
to Arms Brewery. Beer tasting and sounds of Colora-
do Symphony small ensemble performed in casual setting.

Tickets: www.coloradosymphony.org

12710 Saturday—Holiday Pops: Jingle All the
Way. Mile High Freedom Band with Golden Concert
Choir. Features Sleigh Ride, A Musicological Journey
through 12 Days of Christmas, and Silent Night. Historic
Grant Ave,, 216 S. Grant Ave. 4pm and 7pm.Tickets: www.

historicgrantave.org

12/16 to 12/18—Colorado Symphony Presents
Handel’s Messiah. Boettcher Concert Hall, 1000 14th
St.Tickets: www.coloradosymphony.org

12/16 to 12/18—Holiday Brass at Montview
Blvd. Presbyterian Church. Colorado Symphony
Brass presents seasonal favorites. Tickets: www.colorado-
symphony.org

12/17 Saturday—Colorado Women’s Cho-
rale and Men’s Chorale Holiday Sing-Along.
10:30 am. Augustana Lutheran Church.Tickets: augus-
tanadenver.org

12717 to 12/18—Brass & Angels Sing! Cele-
brate holidays with majestic brass and angelic voices.The
Denver Brass and The Colorado Chorale, Rocky Mountain
Children’s Choir and soloists. www.denverbrass.org

12/18 Sunday—Gloria. Stratus Chamber Orchestra
and ALC Chancel Choir, Augustana Lutheran Church.
7:30pm.Tickets: augustanadenver.org

12/18 Sunday—Augustana Christmas Festival
Concert. Augustana Lutheran Church, 5000 E.Alameda
Ave. 303.388.4678. www.augustanadenver.org

12/18 Sunday—Tuba Christmas Concert. |pm.
Skyline Park, 16th and Arapahoe. Register 9am; rehearsal
[0am. Auraria Events Center. FREE to public, $1 partici-
pant fee. 303.556.8123 or www.tubachristmas.com

12/20 Tuesday—Celtic Woman Home for
Christmas: The Symphony Tour. Boettcher Con-
cert Hall, 1000 14th St.Tickets: www.coloradosymphony.
org, www.celticwoman.com

12/21 Wednesday—Frosty and Frozen. Festive
concert celebrates season with sing-along to your favorite

winter tunes. Tickets: www.coloradosymphony.org

12/31 Saturday—A Night in Vienna. Presented by
Colorado Symphony. Boettcher Concert Hall, 1000 [4th
St.Tickets: www.coloradosymphony.org

Kids home over winter break?
It's a good time fo schedule
well visits! Contact us today.

Noah Makovsky, MD
Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD
Amy Nash, MD
Richard Gustafson, MD
Nicole Erwin, MD

Robyn Smith, PA-C
Kara Lampe, PA-C

Noriko Rothberg, CPNP

Danny Kamlet, PA

December 2016
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Stapleton
Pediatrics

2975 Roslyn St., Unit 100, Denver, CO 80238
303.399.7900 - www.stapletonpeds.com
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HOLIDAY
ACTIVITIES

Through 12/1 1—Histor-
ic Gingerbread House
Competition. Created by
Art Institute of Colorado
culinary students. History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway.
303.447.8679, www.historycoloradocenter.org

Through 12/23—Colorado Railroad Museum’s Po-
lar Express. Performances/train rides weekends and select
days. Tickets $45-$100 adults; $35-$75 kids | | and under. www.
coloradorailroadmuseum.org

Through 12/23—Denver Christkindl Market. Ven-
dors from Germany and other countries, local artisans, carolers,
traditional German food and drink. Skyline Park, | 6th and Arap-
ahoe. Hours vary. www.denverchristkindlmarket.com

Through 12/24—Santa’s Flight Academy. Visit Santa
at Cherry Creek Mall. www.shopcherrycreek.com

Through 12/24—St. Nick on the Bricks. | lam-2pm.
Visit Santa and Mrs. Claus on Pearl St. Mall. 1300 Pearl St., Boul-
der. www.downtownboulderholidays.com

Through 12/24—The Nutcracker. Presented by Colora-
do Ballet. Tickets: www.coloradoballet.org

Through 1/1—Blossoms of Light. Denver Botanic Gar-
dens York St. www.botanicgardens.org

Through 1/1—Trail of Lights. Denver Botanic Gardens
Chatfield Farms. www.botanicgardens.org

Stapleton Front Porch



Through 1/2—A

Hudson Gardens
Christmas. Holiday lights,
wagon rides, Santa, music, etc.
Select dates, 5-8:30pm. www.hudson-
gardens.org

Through 2/14—Southwest Rink at Skyline
Park. FREE ice skating in downtown Denver; bring skates
or rent: $2/pair. www.downtowndenver.com

12/1 to 12/3—Denver Gay Men’s Chorus Holiday
Concert. Merry and Gay! Central Presbyterian Church, 1660
Sherman St.Tickets: www.rmarts.org

12/2 to 1/1—Zoo Lights. 5:30-9pm. Denver Zoo.
720.337.1400, www.denverzoo.org

12/2 to 12/3—Colorado Choir 40th Christmas
Concert. 7:30 pm.Augustana Lutheran Church, 5000 E. Ala-
meda.Works by JS Bach; Randall Thompson; M Lauridsen, etc.
Reception after Fri. performance. 303.892.5922, www.colorado-
choir.org. $20/adults, $ 15/students/seniors/military.

12/2 to 12/3—A Colorado Choir Christmas. Holiday
favorites performed by Colorado Choir.Augustana Lutheran
Church. Tickets: www.augustanaarts.org

12/2 to 12/3—9News Parade of Lights. Marching
bands, giant balloons, floats. Fri. 8pm and Sat. 6pm. FREE. www.
downtowndenver.com

12/2 to 12/4—Holiday Flea. Sports Castle, 1000 Broad-
way. One-stop source for locally made goods, crafts, drinks, etc.
| Ith pop-up marketplace and 3rd annual Holiday Flea. 12/2 Flea
Holiday Party 5-9pm, $30. Sat. 12/3 10am-6pm $5; Sun. 12/4
[0am-5pm, $5. www.denverflea.com

12/2 to 12/4—Women’s Bean Project 2016 Holi-
day Open House. Treats, beverages, food, music, new prod-
ucts and free photos with Santa. Sat. 10am-3pm; 9am-5pm on
Fri.12/2, 9am-3pm Sat. 12/3 and Sun. 12/4.3201 Curtis St. www.
womensbeanproject.com

12/3 to 12/18—Pll be Home for Christmas. Magical
seasonal sounds with The Denver Brass. Free concert; dona-
tions accepted. www.denverbrass.org

12/3 Saturday—A Colorado Christmas. Four Mile
Historic Park. Celebrate Victorian-era Christmas, carols, sleigh
rides, Father Christmas, etc. www.fourmilepark.org

12/3 Saturday—Holiday BrassFest. Sounds of the sea-
son vibrate thru Galleria at Denver Performing Arts Complex
as brass players from the region gather with The Denver Brass
to present free holiday concert. Brass players all levels invited
to participate. www.denverbrass.org. http://denverbrass.org

A BOUTIQUE SALON IN NORTHWWEST DENVER
+ COMING TO STANLEY MARKETPLACE FALL OF 2016

Stapleton Front Porch

12/3 to 12/4—Christmas Mission Market. 9am-3pm
Sat. and 8:30-12:30pm Sun. Montview Presbyterian Church,
1980 Dahlia. www.montview.org

12/3 Saturday—Holiday Fest. Mile High Freedom Band
Freedom Swing performs holiday tunes with jazzy twist plus
Harmony:A Colorado Chorale. 7:30pm. Historic Grant Ave.,
216 S. Grant St. $3-$5, $20 for groups 4-10. www.mhfb.org/
holidayfest

12/3 Saturday—Lights of December Parade. Holiday
parade with community organizations, floats, high school march-
ing bands and Santa. www.downtownboulderholidays.com

12/3 to 12/11—55th Annual Georgetown Christ-
mas Market. European-type market: handcrafted gifts,
carolers, horse-drawn wagon rides, roasted chestnuts, and St.
Nicholas. First 2 weekends in Dec. [0am-6pm. FREE. www.
historicgeorgetown.org/Christmas_Market

12/3 to 12/17—Olde Golden Christmas. Historic
Downtown Golden, Washington Ave. Santa, Christmas parades,
carriage rides, dog cart rides, carolers, etc. www.visitgolden.com

12/4 Sunday—Wonder: Glorious Sounds of the
Season. 5pm. Montview Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia.
www.montview.org

12/4 Sunday—Holidays in The Hangar. Come for
Brunch with Santa, reindeer, elves and festivities. http://wingsmu-
seum.org/

12/4 Sunday—The Oxford Hotel Doll’s Tea. Classic
tea with hot cocoa for kids and tea sandwiches and assorted
treats. Bring your dolls.And whimsical ballet performance by
Arvada Dance Company, meet the ballerinas and take free pho-
tos with them. 3 seatings, 10am, 12:30pm and 3pm. $44 for kids
under 12 and $59 for adults + fees, taxes.

12/6 Tuesday—History Buffs and Brews Eggnog
Edition. Wear your ugliest sweater to the Awkward Family
Photos exhibit. Happy hour holiday cocktails, gingerbread cre-
ations. History Colorado Center. 4-7pm. Free admission; cash
bar. www.historycolorado.org/eventsistartDate=2016- | [-04

12/8 to 12/19—Governor’s Mansion Holiday Tours.
Self-guided tours of Colorado’s home, the Boettcher Mansion,
decked out for holidays, Thurs. thru Sun. 10am-2pm. www.colo-
rado.gov/governor/residence

12/6 Tuesday—City of Aurora Holiday Tree Light-
ing. Musical performances, holiday goodies, visit from Santa.
5-7pm. www.auroragov.org/events

12/9 to 12/10—2nd Art Gym Holiday Fine Arts
Festival. Handmade items to give and share. 12/9 4-8 pm and
[2/10 10am-5pm. Elke McGuire, Art Gym Denver, 1460 Leyden

View more events or submit events

FrontPorchStapleton.com > Events

St., 303.320.8347, elke@artgymdenver.com http://artgymdenver.
com

12/9 to 12/11—Aurora Symphony presents The
Nutcracker Ballet. Aurora Symphony and Aurora Dance
Arts present Tchaikovsky’s music and joy of 100 young dancers.
Fri. 12/'9 7pm; Sat., 12/10 2pm and 7 pm; Sun,, 12/11 2pm.
Aurora Central High School, 11700 E. | Ith Pl.Tickets: aurora-
symphony.org

12/9 to 12/11—Colorado Symphony Presents A
Colorado Christmas. With Colorado Children’s Chorale.
Boettcher Concert Hall, 1000 14th St. $22-$84. www.colorado-
symphony.org

12/9 to 12/13—Beethoven and Brews with Call
to Arms Brewery. Beer tasting and sounds of Colorado
Symphony small ensemble performed in casual setting. Tickets:
www.coloradosymphony.org

12/9 to 12/18—Yuletide Teas. Molly Brown House.
Saturdays and Sundays. Sittings: 10:30am, 12:30pm and 2:30pm.
jwilms@mollybrown.org or 303.832.4092x17. www.molly-
brown.org

12/10 Saturday—St. Martins Chamber Choir
presents Christmas in England: A Wilcocks Carols
Tribute. 7:30 pm. Montview Presbyterian Church. Tickets:
$10-$35. www.StMartinsChamberChoir.org

12/10 Saturday—Denver Botanic Gardens Family
Gingerbread Workshop. [0am-12pm. Discover plants that
make gingerbread a delicious treat and build with gingerbread.
Each family makes/decorates a gingerbread creation to take
home. $12/nonmember adult, $10/member adult; $17/nonmem-

[continued on page 32

Luxurious Manicures,
Pedicures &
Spa Treatments

All services include a hot stone massage
and hot towel.

29th Avenue Nails - 7477 E. 29th P,
next to Coldstone. 720-941-0688

Board-Certified Orthodontic
Specialists for Children and Adults

orthodontics

Convenient new Park Hill location just blocks from McAuliffe
International School. Brace yourself for a beautiful smile!

303-498-0351 | www.nestmaneng.com | 2206 Kearney St
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botanicgardens.org

12/10 Saturday—Holiday Pops: Jingle
All the Way. Mile High Freedom Band with
Golden Concert Choir. Features Sleigh Ride,
A Musicological Journey through |2 Days of
Christmas, and Silent Night. Historic Grant
Ave,, 216 S. Grant Ave. 4pm and 7pm.Tickets:
www.historicgrantave.org

12/10 Saturday—Nick’s Annual Food
Drive with Santa and Live Reindeer.

| 0am-6pm. Free professional photo with Santa
for every 10 cans donated. Reindeer visits

[ lam-4pm. Nick’s Garden Center, 2001 S.
Chambers Rd. www.nicksgardencenter.com

12/10 to 12/11—The Nutcracker
Presented by Dance Institute. $15.
Adams City High School, 7200 Quebec St.
303.525.001 1. 12/10 6:30pm, 12/11 1pm. www.
danceinstitutedenver.com

12/10 to 12/18—Breakfast with
Santa. Downtown Aquarium, seatings begin
at 8:30am,; reservations required.Weekends.
www.aquariumrestaurants.com/downtown-
aquariumdenver

12/10 to 12/23—Nutcracker 2015
from Ballet Ariel. $25-35.470 S.Allison
P’kway. Tickets/times: 303.987.7845, www.
balletariel.org, www.lakewood.org/tickets

12/11 to 12/12—Denver Jackalope
Indie Artisan Market. McNichols Civic
Center, |0am-5pm. Free admission. 150 local,
curated and hand-selected artisans, crafters
and DIY enthusiasts. www.jackalopeartfair.com

12/11 to 12/18 Sundays—Breakfast
with Santa. Maggiano’s Little Italy. Res-
ervations required; breakfast buffet, cookie
decorating, Christmas crafts, visit from Santa.
www.maggianos.com

12/15 Thursday—Pajama Christmas
Carol and Hora Around the Menorah.
Little Man Ice Cream, 2620 |6th St.in High-

lands Neighborhood. 7-8pm. www.littlemanice-
cream.com

12/16 to 12/18—The Christmas
Revels: A Scottish Celebration of

the Winter Solstice. Pipers, drummers,
dancers, songs, stories, traditions of |8th-cen-
tury Scotland. 12/16-17 7pm, 12/18 1:30 p.m.
Dairy Arts Center, Gordon Gamm Theater,
2590 Walnut St., Boulder. 303.444.7328. $20-
28. www.rockymountainrevels.org/tickets.html,
http://rockymountainrevels.org

12/16 Friday—Colorado Conserva-
tory of Dance Presents A Senso-
ry-Friendly Nutcracker. 6:30pm. For
families with special-needs family members;
traditional theatre setting with sound modified,
house lights up, guests welcome to stand up,
walk around and react to performance in ways
that feel right to them. Meet with Clara, The
Nutcracker Prince and other characters. $10;
special needs guests free. www.ccdance.org

12/16 to 12/18—Colorado Symphony
Presents Handel’s Messiah. Boettcher
Concert Hall, 1000 14th St.Tickets: www.
coloradosymphony.org

12/16 to 12/18—Holiday Brass at
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church.
Colorado Symphony Brass presents seasonal
favorites. Tickets: www.coloradosymphony.org

12/17 Saturday—Colorado Women’s
Chorale and Men’s Chorale Holiday
Sing-Along. 10:30 am.Augustana Lutheran
Church. Tickets: augustanadenver.org

12/17 to 12/18—Brass & Angels Sing!
Celebrate holidays with majestic brass and
angelic voices. The Denver Brass and The
Colorado Chorale, Rocky Mountain Children’s
Choir and soloists. www.denverbrass.org

12/17 Saturday—30th Annual Win-
ter Solabration. Celebration of Christ-
mas and solstice customs, storytelling, dance,
juggling, etc. Sons of Italy Hall, 5925 W. 32nd
Ave. 6-11:30pm.Tickets: wsolstice.org. Ends
with mysterious Abbot’s Bromley Horn Dance.
Adult advance tickets $25 (becomes $32 |
week prior to event), Teens/Students $19, Kids
6-12 $9, under 6 free.

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES

12/18 Sunday—Augustana Christmas
Festival Concert. Augustana Lutheran
Church, 5000 E.Alameda Ave. 303.388.4678.

www.augustanadenver.org

12/18 Sunday—Gloria. Stratus Chamber
Orchestra and ALC Chancel Choir, Augustana
Lutheran Church. 7:30pm.Tickets: augus-
tanadenver.org

12/18 Sunday—Lunch with Santa.
Lowry Beer Garden.Tickets/info: www.lowry-
beergarden.com

12/18 Sunday—Tuba Christmas Con-
cert. |pm. Skyline Park, |6th and Arapahoe.
Register 9am; rehearsal |0am.Auraria Events
Center. FREE to public, $1 participant fee.
303.556.8123 or www.tubachristmas.com

12/20 Tuesday—Celtic Woman Home
for Christmas: The Symphony Tour.
Boettcher Concert Hall, 000 [4th St.Tickets:
www.coloradosymphony.org, www.celticwom-
an.com

12/21 Wednesday—Frosty and
Frozen. Festive concert celebrates season
with sing-along to your favorite winter tunes.
Tickets: www.coloradosymphony.org

12/21 to |/7—Living Lights at Butterfly Pavil-
ion. Twinkling tropical rainforest and glowing
gardens, glowing bugs and entertainment.
Tickets: www.butterflies.org

12/31 Saturday—A Night in Vienna. Presented
by Colorado Symphony. Boettcher Concert
Hall, 1000 14th St.Tickets: www.coloradosym-
phony.org

12/31 Saturday—New Year’s Eve Downtown
Fireworks Display. 2 shows: 9pm and midnight.
[ 6th St. Mall. www.downtowndenver.com

12/31 Saturday—New Year’s Eve Celebration in
The Hangar. 9pm-2am.Wings Over the Rockies
Air & Space Museum. Dance the night away
with national/local DJs. Tickets: http://wingsmu-
seum.org, http://wingsmuseum.org/event-calen-
dar/new-years-eve-celebration-hangar/

12/31 Saturday—Noon Year’s Eve at The Den-
ver Children’s Museum. 9am-4pm. Ball drops
on the hour from |0am-3pm. www.mychilds-

museum.org -

12/31 Saturday—Zoo Year’ %
Zoo. 5:30-9pm. Special New Year’s
included with Zoo Lights admissiot
denverzoo.org

THEATRE

10/12 to 12/30—)junie B. Jones the
Musical. Arvada Center, 6901 Wadsworth
Blvd, Arvada. www.arvadacenter.org

10/15 to 3/12—An Act of God. Garner
Galleria Theatre, Denver Center for the Per-
forming Arts. www.denvercenter.org

11/18 to 12/23—Pll be Home for
Christmas. Arvada Center, 6901 Wadsworth
Blvd, Arvada. www.arvadacenter.org

11/19 to 12/18—Radio Plays: It’s a
Wonderful Life and A Christmas Car-
ol. Radio Plays running in repertory. Spotlight
Theatre Company at John Hand Theater. www.
thisisspotlight.com

11/25 to 12/24—A Christmas Carol.
The Stage Theater, Denver Center for the
Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.org

11/25 to 12/24—Santa’s Big Red
Sack. Avenue Theatre, 417 E. | 7th Ave. www.
avenuetheater.com

11/25 to 12/24—The Santaland Dia-
ries. Denver Center for the Performing Arts.
www.denvercenter.org

11/25 to 1/1—The Gershwins’ Porgy
and Bess. Aurora Fox Arts Center, 9900 E.
Colfax Ave. www.aurorafoxartscenter.org

11/25 to 1/8—Beauty and the Beast.
Vintage Theatre, 1468 Dayton St.,Aurora.
www.vintagetheatre.com

12/2 to 12/23—)acob Marley’s A
Christmas Carol. Vintage Theatre. 1468
Dayton St.,Aurora Cultural Arts District. www.
vintagetheatre.org

The American Association of Orthodontists recommends

an orthodontic visit at age 7 — have your child’s
COMPLIMENTARY evaluation at Trommeter Orthodontics!

Orthodontic Specialist

8354 Northfield Blvd, Suite 2730
Denver, CO 80238 - 720.420.4320
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12/16 to 12/18—Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer: The Musical. The Buell Theatre, Denver Center for
the Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.org

12/20 to 1/1—Finding Neverland. The Buell Theatre,
Denver Center for the Performing Arts. www.denvercenter.
org

HOLIDAY SERVICES

12/18 Sunday—Festival of Lessons and Carols. 9am and | lam.
Montview Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia St. www.mont-
view.org

12/24 Saturday—Christmas Eve at Montview Presbyterian.
3pm and 5pm family services. 7:30pm traditional candle-
light service. 10:15pm Westminster Choir. | Ipm Prepare to
welcome Christ Child as Christmas Day begins at midnight.
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia St. www.
montview.org

12/24 to 12/25—Augustana Christmas Worship. Christmas
Eve, 3pm, 5pm and | Ipm. Christmas Day, |0:30am. Augustana
Lutheran Church, 5000 E. Alameda Ave. 303.388.4678, www.
augustanadenver.org

DENVER METRO EVENTS

Through 12/2—Denver Recycles Leafdrop 2016. Free leaf
compost drop-off last 2 days 8am-2pm. 720.865.6810 or
website for drop-off locations and info. www.denvergov.org/
denverRecycles

Through 1/16—Washed Ashore, Art to Save the Sea at
Denver Zoo. |5 giant sculptures of sea life made from trash

collected from beaches. Free with admission. www.denverzoo.

org

12/1 to 12/4—Denver Potters Association Show. Castle Clay
Artists and guests.Wood, clay, ceramics, glass jewelry. 6th Ave.
United Church, 6th and Adams. www.castleclayartists.net

12/2 Friday—First Friday Art Walks. Santa Fe Arts District,
Tennyson Art Walk, River North (RiNo) Art District, Golden
Triangle Museum, Navajo Street Art District. www.denver.org/
things-to-do/denver-arts-culture/denver-art-districts

12/2 to 12/4—Colorado Symphony Presents All Beethoven.
$13-$25. www.coloradosymphony.org

12/3 Saturday—Young Entrepreneurs Marketplace. |0am-2pm.

Young Americans Center, 3550 E. I'st Ave. Repeats 12/10 Sat.,
[0am-2pm, Young Americans Center Belmar, 401 S. Pierce St.
www.yacenter.org.

12/6 Tuesday—Colorado Gives Day. www.coloradogives.org

[2/10 Saturday—Cockpit Demo Day. Free with admission.
Wings Over the Rockies Museum, Lowry. [ 0am-2pm. www.
wingsmuseum.org

[/7-1/14 TreeCycle 2017. Collections occur weekends of 1/7
and 1/14; no weekday collections. Gov.org/DenverRecycles or
720.865.6810.

12/17 Saturday—5th Annual Denver Beer Festivus. Beer festi-
val showcasing 50+ Denver-area craft breweries.Wings Over
the Rockies. 4-7pm. $40-$65. www.denverbeerfestivus.com

(continued on page 34)
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Compassionate, state-of-the-art

healthcare for your children

Small Pewenatbte Perfect

Robin Larabee, MD | Sarah Humphreys, MD
Molly Gilpin, PA-C | Stacy Parmenter, PA-C

We are excited to announce
our newest addition:
Dr. Sarah Pilarowski,
joining us in November 2016

4500 E 9th Ave, Ste 740, 80220 + 720-941-1778 + www.SapphirePediatrics.com
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EVENTS (continued from page 34)
ART EVENTS

12/1 Thursday—MADE 2. Art Gym Denver presents
MADE 2, exhibition of art made at and inspired by various art-
ists at the Art Gym workspaces. 5-8pm opening reception, light
refreshments/hors d’oeuvres. Live dance performance by Peter
de Angelis and his Greek dancers. Free, open to public. 1460
Leyden St. 303.320.8347, http://artgymdenver.com

12/17 Saturday—Artist Talk with Leslie Molen. |2-4
pm:Talk and demo with Colorado textile artist’s story of unique
hats she designed while interpreting Chinese folk art. Elke Mc-
Guire Curator,Art Gym Denver, 1460 Leyden St. 303.320.8347,
elke@artgymdenver.com, http://artgymdenver.com

MUSEUMS—FREE DAYS

12/3 Saturday—Denver Art Museum Free Day.
SCFD Free Day. www.denverartmuseum.org

12/4 Sunday—Denver Museum of Miniatures, Dolls
and Toys. SCFD Free Day. www.dmmdt.org

12/6 Tuesday—Children’s Museum Free Target
Tuesday. 4-8pm. www.cmdenver.org

12/8 Thursday—Aurora History Museum. SCFD Free
Day. Repeats 12/21 and 12/27 www.clyffordstillmuseum.org

12/9 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park. SCFD Free day.
www.fourmilepark.org

12/10 Saturday—Four Mile Historic Park Free Day.
SCFD Free 2nd Friday, |2pm-4pm. www.fourmilepark.org

12/12 Monday—Denver Museum of Nature & Science Free
Day. SCFD Free day. www.dmns.org

12/30 Friday—Clyfford Still Museum Free Day. SCFD Free
Day. Free Fridays 5-8pm. www.clyffordstillmuseum.org

NORTHEAST DENVER /AURORA EVENTS

12/2 to 1/13—Youth at DAVA Holiday Show and
Sale. Downtown Aurora Visual Arts youth exhibit. Hindmade

holiday gifts for sale; 1405 Florence St. | block south of E. Colfax.

Mon.-Fri. 10am-5pm and by appointment. www.davarts.org

12/3 Saturday—Sweet William Market. MCA Commu-
nity Center, 8371 Northfield Blvd #C. 9am-6pm. www.sweetwil-
liammarket.com

12/10 to 12/11—Bollywood Crazy! East meets West in
this musical with Bollywood-styled music, theater, dance. DSST
Cole H.S.Auditorium, 3240 Humboldt St. 12/10 2pm and 6pm,

12/11 2pm. $5. www.neighborhoodmusicstapleton.com

12/12 Monday—Love Unbound. A service of re-
membrance. Montview Presbyterian Church, Montview and
Dahlia. 7pm. www.montview.org

12/12 to 12/15—Mary Poppins Jr. McAuliffe Inter-
national School 8th grade musical. 6:30pm, $5 general, $20
Spotlight Circle.Tickets at door and website. www.McAu-
liffe.dpsk12.org

NORTHFIELD EVENTS

12/12 to 12/17—Free Carriage Rides. Northfield.
Complimentary horse and carriage rides 12/17 |-7 pm and
12/24 10-6 pm. www.northfieldstapleton.com

12/2 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release.
Believe; Seasons. www.harkinstheatres.com

12/9 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Release.
Lion; Office Christmas Party. www.harkinstheatres.com

12/16 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Re-
lease. Collateral Beauty; La Land; Rogue One;The Space
Between Us. www.harkinstheatres.com

12/23 Friday—Harkins Theatres 18 New Re-
lease. A Monster Calls;Why Him?; Fences. www.harkins-
theatres.com

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL WILDLIFE
REFUGE

12/3 Saturday—Awesome Antlers. 9:30am-12pm.
RSVP required. Learn about seasonal behavior and antler
growth of mule and white-tailed deer. www.fws.gov/refuge/
rocky_mountain_arsenal/

12/3 Saturday—Planting for Pollinators. [2-2pm.
Help Refuge staff introduce flowering plants into restored
prairie. Ages |2+. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky _mountain_ar-
senal/

12/4 Sunday—Wildlife Viewing Tours. 9:30-1 lam.
Repeats 12/19. Free bus tour of refuge. RSVP required.
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

12/10 Saturday—The Masked Bandit. |10am-
10:45am. Learn about ferrets in refuge’s one-of-a-kind ferret
exhibit. www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal/

12/10 Saturday—Winter Raptors. 9-11:30am. Learn
to identify birds of prey native to the Refuge; bring camera
and binoculars. RSVP required.

ACUPUNCTURE

Treating: Pain © Allergies © Stress, Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints
Digestive Ailments * Women’s Health Issues * Children’s Health

New Day Acupuncture, 2840 Xanthia Ct. - Bruce Stoebner, LAc. - Serving Stapleton since 2005
Free consultation * Herbal pharmacy * 720-838-7918 « www.acupuncture-in-denver.com
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In Business
for 19 Years

Lusher Recognized
for Legislative Work

By John Fernandez
en Lusher received the
B Ruth and Warren Toltz
Young Leadership Award
at JEWISHColorado’s annual
meeting in September. The award
was in recognition of his leadership
in drafting and lobbying on behalf
of House Bill 1284 in this year’s
session of the Colorado General
Assembly. Signed by the governor
in March, the bill prohibits the
Public Employees Retirement
Association (PERA), Colorado’s largest pension fund, from investing
in international companies that engage in the economic boycott of
Israel.

The award is given annually to recognize a young adult male
who has demonstrated extraordinary service and leadership in
the Denver Jewish community: “Ben demonstrated exceptional
commitment and tenacity in his efforts to ensure that our Colorado
community continues to stand with Israel.”

Lusher is 32 and recently moved to Stapleton with his wife and
two daughters ages 1 and 3. He is director of business development
for Nexus BSD, an energy company. He previously worked in the
Ritter administration for four years as a senior policy advisor for
economic development.

Colorado is the fourth state in the country to pass what is
known as anti-BDS legislation. BDS stands for boycott, divestment
and sanctions. The “BDS Movement” website says it “works to end
international support for Israel’s oppression of Palestinians and pres-
sure Israel to comply with international law.” Lusher says the BDS
Movement is “fraught with factual inconsistencies” and is underlain
by anti-Semitism.

“If PERA were to invest in companies that have economic
prohibitions against Israel, then we as citizens of Colorado would
be indirectly supporting sanctions against our strongest ally in the
Middle East, and the only one which shares our democratic values,”
said Lusher, “We applaud the General Assembly for taking this
important step to ensure our investments reflect our priorities and
our values.”

Lusher undertook his work on behalf of HB-1284 in his capacity
as chair of the Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC),
which advocates for domestic and international policy issues that
affect the Colorado Jewish community. The JCRC is a program of
JEWISHColorado.

HB-1284 was proposed by two state legislators, one Republican,
the other a Democrat, who had toured Israel on an educational trip
for public officials organized by JEWISHColorado. The bill passed

overwhelmingly with bipartisan support and multiple sponsors.

KimDavis

BROKER/OWNER
RE/MAX of Cherry Creek Inc’
The Santos & Davis group

'303.218.8373

FindingYourSpace.com

No dog & pony shows. Genuine representation guaranteed.

Selling. Buying. Relocating.

HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park Hill References

Detail Oriented ¢ Ironing Included » Window Washing ¢ Carpet Cleaning * Bonded
& Insured * Offices/Apts./Homes * Park Hill Resident * paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690 or 303-719-2456
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Neighborhood Watch
Captains Needed

By Lieutenant lan Culverhouse
Denver Police Department, District 5
eighborhood Watch is one of the oldest and most
‘ \ | effective crime prevention programs in the United
States. Numerous studies have shown that thought-
ful communication between residents and the police depart-
ment reduces crime and creates safer neighborhoods.

The current Neighborhood Watch program in Stapleton is
being updated. Some of your neighbors who are volunteers in
police service (VIPS) are assisting in the development of this
program. The primary role of a Neighborhood Watch captain
is to act as a conduit between District 5 and the residents of
your block. Specifically,

* DPD D5 will notify you of criminal activity in your
neighborhood. You, in turn, will notify the residents

of your block of this activity using email, text, or social

media.

* DPD D5 will provide you with area specific crime preven-
tion tips to share with the residents of your block.

That’s it!

Some blocks currently do not have a Neighborhood Watch
captain so we need to recruit in every quadrant of Stapleton.
Ideally, I would like to have one on every block!

If you would like to be a DPD D5 Neighborhood Watch
captain, contact VIPS Tracy Korabic at tkorabic@gmail.com.

There is an overwhelming number of social media
platforms and other places to get information, including our
District 5 Facebook page and Nextdoor.com. But, moving
forward, to have the best and most efficient lines of commu-
nication with the residents of Stapleton about what’s happen-
ing in the community, the primary way we will be sending
out information about criminal activity and crime prevention
will be to the Neighborhood Watch Captains. So if you want
to be in the know, please join as a Neighborhood Watch
Captain!

Again, on behalf of the VIPS involved in this program and
myself, thank you for your interest in serving as a DPD D5
Neighborhood Watch Captain.

Stapleton Update

Noise Wall Issue Delays MLK Extension

Potential noise wall
8’ — 12’ tall between
sidewalk and roadway

By John Fernandez
he extension of Martin Luther King Blvd. in Staple-
I ton has been delayed for perhaps a full calendar year.
Originally slated to begin construction this past sum-
mer, Denver Public Works (DPW) says construction is “now
anticipated to begin spring/summer 2017.” DPW attributes
the delay to a “combination of design changes, new federal and
state noise regulations, and a 2011 environmental document
that is now out of date.” Unresolved at this point is whether
the new regulations will require a noise wall to protect adjacent
residential properties.

The MLK extension will run from Havana St. to Peoria St.
and adds two through lanes in each direction along with medi-
ans and detached parallel bicycle/pedestrian facilities. On the
existing stretch of MLK from Iola St. to Moline St., the project
adds one lane in each direction.

The $16 million project is subject to state and federal
requirements because it will be funded in part with federal
monies. A combination of updated traffic volume modeling
and new noise regulations adopted by the Colorado Depart-

This cross-section looking
east illustrates the design
of the MLK extension. No
decision has been made
regarding the potential
noise wall.

Drawing courtesy of Denver Public
Works.

ment of Transportation
(CDOT) has “produced
new findings that noise
walls may be both
reasonable and feasible”
along one stretch of MLK,
according to Nancy Kuhn,
DPW communications di-
rector. Denver is disputing
the “feasibility” of the noise wall and Kuhn says, “We are
discussing with CDOT/FHWA (Federal Highway Admin-
istration) right now and hope to have a resolution within a
couple of weeks.”

The walls under consideration would be located along
the south side of the new MLK alignment from Havana to
Moline St. where there are existing residential properties.
Kuhn said wall height is dependent upon the level of noise
to be mitigated and looks at factors including distance from
the roadway to each house and the amount (decibels) of ex-
pected traffic noise. Because of the early stage of evaluation,
any noise wall materials or appearance have not been deter-
mined. Cost is undetermined at this time but, if ultimately
required, would have to be absorbed by Denver.

Formally, consideration of a noise wall has arisen
through a 2016 Environmental Assessment (EA) reevalu-
ation that is updating the original analysis done in 2011
as Denver prepared its application for federal funding.

The 2011 EA found that noise walls were not feasible due

to space limitations. In its discussions with CDOT and

FHWA, Denver is making that case again along with these

arguments:

* A solid noise wall would preclude direct access to the
planned RTD bus stops near Kingston St. and Moline

St.

e The wall would preclude direct access to the parking
spaces along the south side of the extension.

* The wall would shade the sidewalk, resulting in the
potential for icing during winter months.

* An impact on views.

e Dotential for the walls to be graffiti targets.

Kuhn says the “next step is whether CDOT and FHWA
concur with Denver. If they don't agree and feel that the po-
tential for noise walls is both feasible and reasonable, then
the next step would require a vote of the affected property
owners, where more than 50 percent of those homeowners/
residents must vote for a noise wall. A vote will only take
place if CDOT/FHWA do not agree with the City and
County of Denver that noise walls are not feasible/reason-
able. That is the next step of the evaluation process and we
are waiting to hear what CDOT/FHWA have to say.”

Extension of MLK has long been sought by Denver as
a necessary addition to the city’s arterial street system. This
“regionally significant” project will connect Stapleton to the
Anschutz Medical Campus and provide walkers and bikers
easy access to the FasTracks commuter rail and light rail sta-
tions. MLK currently accommodates an average of 15,000
vehicles per day with a projection of 29,000 average daily
trips (ADT) by the year 2040.

UP TO TWO MONTHS

FREE!

*On select units

Come experience an active senior apartment community
where thoughtfully designed landscapes & exquisitely crafted
interiors are the backdrop for a truly invigorating lifestyle.

2980 N Syracuse St | www.groveatstapleton.com | 303.731.2531
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SUN Mestings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meefing) and 7:30pm (Board meeting) at the Central Park Recreation Center, 9651
MLK Jr. Blvd. For information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmil.com

Education Expo—Development Updates—Noise at Dick’s

Recap from DPS/SUN Education Expo Nov 3

Speaking for Denver Public Schools (DPS), Choice and
Enrollment Manager Roberta Walker summarized choice
for 2017: choice will open Jan. 5 and close Jan. 31. Walker
stated “At this point we still have a shared zone in Stapleton
because growth is rapid and age distribution is disproportion-
ate (6 elementary schools).” As there has been pressure from
some families in DPS to implement boundaries, this seems
to indicate that DPS has the phasing out of boundaries in a
future plan for the Stapleton region, which currently has an
open boundary. This is the first public meeting at which DPS
has used language indicating that Stapleton’s open boundary
is because of capacity issues rather than to provide flexibility
for families to choose between schools based on preferences for
curriculum and philosophy.

The choice process is available for all school-age children.
All students grades K-12 are guaranteed a seat in the shared
boundary in Stapleton. Parents of children going into ECE3,
ECE-K, sixth or ninth, or anyone seeking to change schools
should participate in the choice process. In 2016, 100 percent
of middle school students got their first choice. All Stapleton
students are guaranteed a seat in Northfield High School (as
well as Park Hill families east of Monaco).

Addressing capacity and need in Stapleton: in 2007, there
were 187 kindergarteners; over 500 in 2016. Stapleton’s
newest elementary school, Inspire Elementary, will initially
open sharing space with Northfield HS and then move into a
building in Section 10 on 56th near Dallas; groundbreaking
for this building will occur spring 2017. This school will even-

V/ /74

Colorado Family
Eye Centers

Stapleton

ColoradoFamilyEye.com

Children's Eye Physicians

CEPcolorado.com

Colorado Center
for Eye Alignment

EyeAlignmentColorado.com
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tually have five classrooms per grade. DPS has not yet decided
whether the second school built in section 10, planned to
open in approximately 2022, will be a middle or elementary
school. Middle school-age children have expanded capacity at
McAuliffe (360 seats per grade), in addition to 60 per grade at
Bill Roberts, and DSST and Denver Discovery 150 per grade.

Recap from Nov. 15 SUN Block Captain/OQut-
reach Meeting and Board Meeting

Denver Police Update

Lt. Ian Culverhouse, Denver Police Department (DPD),
stated DPD has seen a spike in theft from motor vehicles, with
may recent instances involving locked vehicles where valuables
were left in plain sight. Please secure valuables out of site or
preferably not in a vehicle.

Northfield Blvd and CPB—New Retail /Commercial by
Drake Development

Jon Hauser from Drake, developer of Northfield Com-
mons, stated a May/June opening is planned for a new
restaurant on his most recent four-acre project at the cor-
ner of Northfield Blvd. and Central Park Blvd. Confirmed
tenants include Schwab, Freddie’s Burgers and Custard, both
freestanding, as well as 18,000 feet of shops including Costa
Vida Mexican, Mod Pizza, Jimmy Johns, Anytime Fitness,
a nail salon, a waxing salon, and ready-fit-go (healthy meal
replacement). One vacancy remains on the west end facing the
gazebo and will likely be a restaurant. In response to questions,
Hauser stated Intersection, a breakfast/coffee restaurant next
to 5 Guys Burgers and Torchy’s Tacos, will open this year.
Another project north or west might contain more from this
builder team. Just south of the car wash will be a swim school,
unrelated to this project. Just north of the CPB/Northfield
corner project will be the fire station. Land adjacent to Macy’s
on the south side is being developed by a different group.

Eastbridge—King Soopers Plans to Open June 2017

Joel Starbuck, for King Soopers in Eastridge, described
delays for the project (now planned to open in June 2017) are
not site-specific. It is because Kroger wants to conserve cash.
This store is one of four projects delayed until later in 2017
per Kroger’s request. The store will still be a King Soopers (not
another product from the Kroger family). While similar in size
to the Quebec store, this site will have higher ceilings, sky-
lights, more organics and natural products. King Soopers will
fulfill exterior contracts (parking lot, curb) and then resume
interior design and fixtures in early 2017.

Formerly Stapleton Family Eye / Optical

Our family is growing!

Now we offer even more
comprehensive eye care
services to families in the
Stapleton area. Still great

service. Still locally owned.

303 597 1640

2373 Central Park Blvd
Suite 102
Denver, CO 80238

Amanda Huston, OD, FAAO
Pediatric and
Family Optometry

Your vision is our mission
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Eastbridge—King Soopers Gas Station

The gas station will start construction in December
and likely open with the store. In response to a question,
Starbuck stated King Soopers is considering a store north
of I-70 and finds several sites interesting.

Eastbridge—Constellation Ice Cream

Constellation Ice Cream in Eastbridge is named for
The Constellation, an airplane designed in the 1940s
made by Lockheed Martin, an iconic symbol of aviation.
A portion of this building’s construction will be an exact
replica (some parts are salvaged, but some are made) of a
large airplane wing with propellers. Portions of this wing
will extend at 22 feet in the air, 10 feet over the right-of-
way (sidewalk area, not road) on the southern side of the
town center. In addition to meeting the community, part
of the reason for meeting with the community was to
gather input regarding the wing tip over the right-of-way.
In response to the full-room consensus during the block
captain meeting of this project, the SUN board voted to
write a letter of support for the Constellation wing span-
ning the right-of-way.

Eastbridge—Evergreen Development Update

Shops in Eastbridge are in the process of finishing
shells, with some retail opening January, others Feb.-April.
Los Chingones should open late March/early April. Ev-
ergreen reported that rezoning of the parcel on the north
side of MLK passed, and they will be closing on this land
with Forest City in December. A dentist and a salon have
been confirmed as tenants.

29th Ave. Town Center—New Apartments at The
Mint Available Spring 2017

SUN Outreach Committee Co-chair Gloria DuBois
read updates from Tom Gleason of Forest City stating
apartments at The Mint would be available spring 2017
for $1,360-$3,000 a month.

Noise from Dick’s Sporting Goods Park

SUN sent a letter to Commerce City saying efforts
should be taken to balance the venue needs and prevent
extreme disturbances in the surrounding community early
2017, before any further concerts take place.

Disturbances and complaints related to noise at DSGP
have been reported throughout the Stapleton and Park
Hill communities—with many impacted homes located
south of I-70, 2 to 4 miles from the venue. Complaints
have included: loud, clearly audible music from miles
away, shaking windows, glasses rattling in cabinets, homes
shaking, children awakened, earplugs and noise machines
ineffective, unable to hear TV, concerts lasting after
11pm.

SUN supports actions being considered to mitigate the
issue including: take decibel readings at the sound booth,
not the property line; lower the maximum decibels al-
lowed; lower the speakers and angle them downward; use
physical sound barriers at the southern end of the venue;
impose fines for running later than the cutoff time; staff a
tip line during each event; keep parking off neighborhood
streets.

Future SUN Meeting

SUN meetings, typically held the third Tuesday, 6:30-
8:45pm, are cancelled for December.

In January 2017, SUN’s monthly meeting will be
Tuesday Jan. 17. SUN would like to provide the com-
munity an opportunity to hear about and provide input
on the central corridor in Stapleton during the outreach
meeting. This discussion will cover: The Central Park
Bridge (funding and projected timeline), current plans for
transit-oriented development (TOD) around the Central
Park Station, plans to make the area along Central Park
Blvd. pedestrian-ready in advance or in tandem with these
projects, and the timeline for Punchbowl/plans for the
area around it.
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Letter to the Editor

Denver Discovery Parent

Speaks Highly of School

I am a very satisfied parent at Denver
Discovery School and am writing to
encourage families to consider this
excellent school during the upcoming
School Choice process. I appreciate
this school’s size, diversity, and inclu-
siveness. Our daughter feels welcome
and uplifted each day. The teachers
show a rare passion and energy. There
is a strong focus on building friend-
ships and character. Their motto
“large enough to serve you, small
enough to know you” has truly been
our experience. We have seen our

daughter grown in her accountability
and perseverance.

Please consider attending their
Open House on December 15. Staff,
teachers, students, and parents will be
available to help families explore why
DDS may be the best choice for their
student’s middle school experience.
Sign up on the website at denverdis-
coveryschool.dpsk12.org/tours. If you
have questions about Open House or
the School Choice process, contact the
offices at 720 424 4790.

Amy Smeester is a happy Denver Dis-
covery School parent and can be reached
at amycrashed@hotmail.com

Meet Eirin

irina, an eight-
year-old female %
Sumatran orang- |

utan arrived from Ger-
many’s Zoo Dortmund
in September and has
made her home in the
Denver Zoo’s Primate
Panorama. Zookeep-
ers are hopeful that
Eirina will breed with
14-year-old Bernas,
nicknamed “Junie” by
visitors and staff. Ei-
rina came to Colorado
upon recommendation
of the Association of
Zoos and Aquariams’
Species Survival Plan,
which ensures genetic
diversity and healthy
populations in zoo
animals. Orangutan
means “person of the forest” in the Malay Eirina in the Great Apes Primate Building in
language and the species is among the closest the Primate Panorama. For more informa-

relatives to humans. Visitors to the zoo can see tion visit www.DenverZoo.org.

ROOFTOP DECK

Visit
Lowry ALTO -
Open this
weekend

BOULEVARD ONE AT LOWRY

Rooftop Penthouse and Deck | Single Family Homes
Deck off Master Bedroom | Home Sites on Park

Lock and Leave | Low Maintenance

www.infinityhomecollection.com
Austin 303.229.7845 or Joe 303.284.4535 HOME COLLECTION
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

DESIGN/REMODEL/
HANDYMAN

HOME SERVICES
MISC

BASEMENTS Best Builders-
Best in Quality and Design at
truly affordable prices. Call Jim
at 720-276-7704

HANDYMAN Affordable, No
job too small-Bob 720-434-
3649 fixedit40@gmail.com

HANDYMAN & REMODEL-
ING — Serving Stapleton since
2001. Free Estimates 303-333-
4507.

HOME RENOVATIONS/
REPAIRS- Painting, Plumb-
ing, Electrical, Tile, Drywall,
Wood Floors. Prices Can’t
Be Beat. B&D Renovations
720.404.2649

LICENSED GENERAL CON-
TRACTOR- Home Remodels
and Repairs.Will at J&O Con-
struction 720.436.4378

LIC. GC. Finish Carpentry, Re-
modeling, Home Repairs. Small
difficult jobs welcome. 22 yrs in
Park Hill. Peter 720-291-6089

ELECTRICAL/
PLUMBING

MASTER PLUMBER —
Mr.Plumber, Est.1978, Licensed,
best prices, credit cards ok. Jeff
303-523-6652
www.mrplumberdenver.com

WINDOW & GUTTER
CLEANING- Also offering
House Cleaning. Bob Starr 303
329 8205

HOUSECLEANING

HOUSECLEANING Experi-
enced cleaner Houses/Apart-
ments/Offices References
available Stapleton home-own-

er, madeleynecleaning.com,
720-291-9654

HOUSECLEANING-Ma-
ture-honest-friendly-Depend-
able. 303-671-9065

HOUSECLEANING-Member BBB
www. ToptoBottomCleaning.biz
or call Diane 303-668-4014

HOUSECLEANING-White
Magic-Excellent rates and
references. Weekly, monthly,
one-time only. 720-371-3290

PAINTING

PAINTERS-Int./Ext. repairs,
ins.Refs.Owner works on site
with small, highly skilled crew.
Craftsmanship and integrity
for 33 years. Call Mike 303 388
8I151

PAINTING-Affordable, Excep-
tional Results 303-474-8882 /
720-338-1453 —
www.jcspainting.net — Staple-
ton References

PAINTING- Interior 25 Yr exp.
in East Den. Maurice Devany
Refs. 303-902-6495

PAINTING-Premier Paint
Works: Denver’s Paint
Specialists since 1993.int/
ext neat, insured, impeccable
refs. John 303.864.9247

PERSONAL
SERVICES
MISC

COUNSELING, Lowry
office, Couples & Individ-
uals. Kathy Aguirre LCSW
303.366.1111

K-8 TUTOR, Lic. teacher,

all core subjects & Spanish,
$50/hr, flex. scheduling,
customized & fun! Adrienne
720-771-3862

PROFESSIONAL ORGA-
NIZER- Get help for the
holidays! Gift certificates
available for holiday giving.

ms_efficiency@hotmail.com
303.250.8539

VERY MERRY HOLIIDAYS
products and events!
Contact Denise at (303)
355-4612
www.marykay.com/dzaiontz

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

PROPERTY MANAGE-
MENT, LEASING AND
SALES — Call John Carranza
Central Park Realty, LLC
303.489.6196 or
www.stapleton360.com

SUBMIT A CLASSIFIED AD

Classified ad cost is 25 cents per character, including spaces. Classified ads are accepted only
by email. Send to FrontPorch3@gmail.com. Ads must be received by the 15th and paid by the
17th to run in the next issue. For more information visit www.FrontPorchStapleton.com >

Classified Advertising > Paid Print Ads.

Honest, Attentive, Results-Oriented Realtor*

Call for your FREE Home Seller's Guide

plus receive a Gomplimentary Stager’s Plan*

*With the listing of your house, limited-time offer

Ming-Ming Griffin (Stapleton Resident)
303-888-6535 * MingMingGriffin@kw.com
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2017 City Bond Planning Underway
enver is expecting to place a half billion dollar gen- Montbello meeting, Tykus Holloway, Deputy Chief
D eral obligation bond before the voters in November ~ Projects Manager in the Mayor’s office, said the city’s
17 to pay for an extensive list of capital projects. 2015-2020 Six-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP),

This would be the first GO bond placed before the voters also referred to as Elevate 2020, is the starting point
since the 2007 Better Denver Bond Program that totaled for what he hopes is a long list of project ideas to be
$550 million and has funded 380 generated through this public input
separate projects ranging from streets to To get community input, public process. Projects supported with a
libraries to fire stations, parks, trailsand ~ meetings co-hosted by Denver City GO bond must be city-owned and
recreation center improvements. Council members will be held: —operated assets. Over the winter, he

Denver is seeking community input Thurs., Dec. 1, 67:30 p.m.: Lincoln ~ said he expects the mayor to form a
now to develop an initial list of projects ~ High School, 2285 S. Federal Blvd. stakeholder committee to winnow
that will be vetted and prioritized next Tues., Dec. 6, 6-7:30 p.m.: Bruce the initial list for presentation to the
spring. City Council will make a final Randolph School, 3955 Steele St. public in a second round of input
determination on projects and total Thurs., Dec. 8, 67:30 p.m.: South meetings in the spring.
amount of the bond issuance next High School, 1700 E. Louisiana Ave. Comments will also be taken
summer. The city has the capacity to on-line through the end of the year
issue between $500 and $600 million in GO debt without at this web site: www.denvergov.org/2017GOBond.
raising taxes. Public comment forms can be obtained at submitted at

Three public meetings have already been held, with the any of Denver’s libraries or recreation centers through
first occurring Nov. 15 at the Montbello campus. At the December 21.

Cqu ue |ﬂV€Stment G rOUp With more than 45 years of investment experience,

we help guide individuals, families and businesses
along their journey.

Family wealth planning

Business planning

Asset management

401 (k) retirement planning

Legacy planning

Ryan Badger, owner of Badger Driving School LLC,
instructs 15-year-old student Carolyn Elsner. Badger uses a

Teens Take to the Streets

(continued from page 1) is a bit more complicated than
many parents believe,” says Ryan Badger, owner of Badger
Driving School LLC. “Road laws change over time. If you

Contact us for a complimentary consultation.

Andy Krantz, CFP® Julian Korber, AWM learned to drive 20 years ago, your knowledge gap may be
First Vice President — Financial Advisor Vice President — Financial Advisor much wider than you thought.” He also points out that
Josh Fudge driver training with an objective instructor can be less stress-

. ) . ful for the student and the parents than teaching your own
Financial Advisor child to drive.
Teens who are accustomed to using their passenger

(303) 595-1156 time to communicate with friends on their cellphones are

cirqueinvestmentgroup@rbc.com discovering it’s another world when they are the driver. “The
Cirqueinvestmentgroup.com % Wealth experience of riding as a passenger is different than actually
1801 California Street, Suite 3900 Management driving,” says Jonah Landeck, age 15. “It’s much harder to
Denver, CO 80202 RBCH navigate and be constantly aware than I thought.”

“Behavior programming is important,” says Badger. “I
recommend that students put their cell phone in driving
mode and put it in the glove box or side console to avoid

© 2016 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.

Stapleton’s Real Estate Resource

MARKET SHARE

14,719 TOTAL LISTINGS SOLD
Denver | RE/MAX Mountain States
July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016

No one sells more

14.5%
8.1%
6.1%
4.8%
4.2%
RE/MAX Keller Williams Berkshire Hathaway Home Coldwell Banker Sotheby's
2,133 Sides 1,192 Sides Services 701 Sides 621 Sides
901 Sides
“ NOTE: This bar graph combines the “sold” listings of all office locations and independent offices of each multi-office or franchise organization identified, which listings were sold by

ownioad our new app g sear lng or alr [ 5 such organization itself, or with the aid of a cooperating broker, according to data maintained by the Local Board or Multiple Listing Service for the geographic area indicated. The
u bar graph compares all those listings that were “sold” by each organization during the period 7/1/15-6/30/16. This representation is based in whole or in part on data supplied by

Metrolist Colorado. Neither the Associations nor their MLS guarantee or are in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the Associations may not reflect all real
estate activity in a market. ©2016, RE/MAX, LLC. Each RE/MAX® office is independently owned and operated.

family Dentistry’ on Google play. iTunes or the

fAimazon app store or by scanning this QR code. E

RE/MAX Momentum 303-321-0455

303-322-208| * clairdental.com www.MomentumRealtyColorado.com
New address: 8793 £ Northfield Blvd. 7505 E 35th Ave. Ste 360, Denver 80238
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W st sheet for the Department of Motor Vehicles when he takes his

Fro . driving test.
Stq nip Oref, at Fifteen-year-old Maggie Roesink, who has four hours of
P /efon‘ Com online classroom drivers training under her belt so far, is dis-

covering that parallel parking and highway driving are among
the early challenges that she’s nervous about. Landeck concurs,
saying he'll be driving on city roads to achieve a comfort level
before doing much highway driving.

Most parents suffer some anxiety about having new teen
drivers behind the wheel. To ease some of that anxiety, Landeck
and his parents already have an agreement that permits him to
use their Uber account if he finds himself in an uncomfortable
situation once he has his license.

On a more positive note, parents gain the benefit of another
driver in the family. Both Landeck and Roesink will be expected
to help transport younger siblings to their activities. Landeck
thinks it will also be a ticket to employment opportunities that
will cover expenses of having his own car. Meanwhile, he’ll find
a job he can walk or bike to.

With self-driving cars being predicted by some auto manu-
facturers as early as 2019, learning to drive may not be relevant
for future teen drivers. Landeck agrees, adding, “I'm kind of a
sci-fi nut. It would be really cool to have driverless cars—but in
the meantime, it seems like a solid skill to learn.”

car equipped with a brake on his side if needed for
safety when he is out instructing new drivers.

cognitive distraction. While there are several apps that
disable a phone while a car is running—and these can of-
ten be helpful—I find it’s better to train students to avoid
having their phone easily accessible from the start.”

Statistics from the U.S. Department of Transportation
show that the use of cell phones while driving plays a role
in 1.6 million auto accidents each year, causing 500,000
injuries and 6,000 deaths. Text messaging while driving is
banned in 46 states, including Colorado, and the District
of Columbia. Statistics show that people who text while
driving are 23 percent more likely to be in an accident as
compared to other drivers. Accident rates, which declined
for years, are on the increase. Many experts believe distract-
ed driving is contributing to that increase.

The cellphone may be safely tucked in the glove box,
but it can be at work creating the log new drivers submit
when getting their license. Landeck says he uses an app
with GPS that tracks his miles, speed, road conditions and
the weather. He will export this information into a spread-

Colorado New Driver Rules

In Colorado, teens must hold a driver’s permit
for one year and complete 50 hours of driving to
be eligible to take the driver’s test. Ten of those
hours must be done at night and a minimum of six
hours must be completed with a certified driving
instructor in the vehicle.

Drivers under age 18 may not drive with
friends in the car unless there is an extenuating
circumstance allowed by the law. Immediate family
may ride with a driver under 18 as well as drivers
over the age of 21 who have had a valid driver’s
license for more than one year.

Many auto insurers offer a discount for teens
who have completed training. Some schools offer
specialized skills training, giving new drivers a
chance to practice what to do when they encoun-
ter icy roadways or an animal leaping in front of
their car, minimizing the likelihood of incorrect
reactions to such circumstances.

Jonah Landeck and his mother Nicole Landeck find
some humor in behind-the-wheel practice.

Wednesday, December 7th | 3:00 - 7:00 PM
Light Appetizers * Special Event Pricing

Millions of women are affected by the painful symptoms of menopause. Now with
MonalLisa Touch, you have a solution! MonaLisa Touch is a simple, safe and clinically
proven laser therapy for the painful symptoms of menopause including intimacy. You
don't need to accept post-menopausal gynecologic changes as an inevitable part of
your life.

Attend our event on December 7th to learn more about this "life-changing” procedure
and to check out our new space!

\" [ ] L[] [ ] ® .
3,< invisalign® p referred provider tateton Wormerts Heatth
7350 E. 29th Avenue, Suite 203

Denver, CO 80238

Tm (720) 723-2176

2 Op www.stapletonorthodontics.com www.stapletonwomenshealth.com
t?)l‘l)tlll_ats

810 2373 Cental Park Blvd., Suite 302, Denver, CO 80238 Space is limited, please RSVP by 12/5/16 by calling (720) 723-2176!

©2016 Cynosure, Inc. Cynosure s a registered tra
ed trademark of DEKA ME.LA. Srl-C: Italy.

Cynosure, Inc. Monalisa Touch
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Monalisa
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303-377-2494

303.399.5437
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