
February 2018          1        Front Porch – NE Denver

FEBRUARY 2018COLORADO NORTHEAST DENVER
Stapleton, Park Hill, Lowry, Montclair, Mayfair, East Colfax, NW Aurora

Celebrating Black History Month

Clara Brown: Angel  
of the Rockies

Local Schools Leading 
the Way in Integration

Beginning in Fall 2018-19, Northeast Denver Schools will partic-
ipate in a plan to make more seats available at high performing 
schools for students who receive free and reduced lunch (FRL). 
Above, a Front Porch file photo shows an Ashley classroom. 
Ashley, where 94 percent of students receive FRL, adjoins the 
Stapleton neighborhood where most schools have fewer than 15 
percent of students receiving FRL. Story on page 30.

This aerial photo shows a well pad being constructed near a housing subdivision in Erie, Colorado, with a wall shielding it from view. A temporary access road is on the left.  Photo by Evan Anderman

Could oil/gas  
drilling come  
to Stapleton?

Could oil/gas  
drilling come  
to Stapleton?

A tombstone, likely erected in the 1950s, marks the site of Clara Brown’s grave at the historic Riverside Cemetery northeast of downtown 
Denver. Fresh flowers, coins and stones recently left at the grave site show Clara Brown is fondly remembered. Story on page 8.
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2018 Front Porch
Summer Camp Guide

Page 24

By Melinda Pearson

“Mineral rights under Stapleton land were nearly 
made available for auction last month, which 
would have allowed oil and gas operators to 

bid for the right to drill. By a 4-0 vote, influenced by 
public comment, the State Land Board rejected the idea, 
but what is going on?  The full story is on page 16.
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Sponsored by Stapleton MCA

Woven Light by Catherine Widgery is a new public artwork commissioned through the City of 
Denver’s Public Art Program. Comprised of accoya wood and dichroic glass, Woven Light acts 
as an outdoor room that will never look exactly the same depending on the light and shadows 
throughout each day. It is an artwork in which people of all ages and abilities may quietly 
experience the beauty of Colorado’s natural light and surroundings. It is located at Willow and 
Stoll streets in Conservatory Green.
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CORRECTIONS to January 2018 Front Porch

Affordable Housing Roundup, page 16:
Our article stated: Rentals stand at 32 percent of  total supply but only 17 

percent of  rentals are affordable.
It should have stated: Rentals now stand at 19 percent of  all existing housing 

units, with almost 21 percent of  those units qualifying as affordable. However, Forest 
City’s projections show affordable rentals will be only 17 percent of  all rental units 
at final buildout.

Meals on the Go, Argentina Style, page 19:  
“Empanada” was incorrectly written as “empañada.”

Meet Jennifer Bacon, page 26:
Leaders was printed as “readers.” “...the kids need to not only master reading, 

writing, science, but they need to know who they are in their place in this world as 
leaders. ”

We apologize for the errors.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We welcome your letters. Send to Carol@FrontPorchNE.com
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Harry Potter Movie Marathon Lock-In
Friday–Saturday, Feb. 2 and 3, 2pm–10:30am, The 
Cube (8371 Northfield Blvd.)
You are invited to a magical night at Hogwarts!

Witches and Wizards will be sorted into 
houses, where we will show all eight Harry 
Potter movies. Beginning at 2pm, Witches and 
Wizards will be sorted into their Hogwarts 
house. Check-in and the sorting ceremony will 
be from 2–4pm with the first movie beginning 
promptly at 2:20pm. While movies are showing, 
students will be entertained with crafts, food and 
snacks from HoneyDukes. Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hollows Part II will finish at 10:20am, at 
which time the gates of  Hogwarts will re-open. 
All students should be picked up by 10:30am. 
*This event is for children in grades 2 through 5. 
For more details and to register, visit  
stapletoncommunity.com.

Wine Education Series
Wednesday, Feb. 7, 7pm, The Cube
The MCA’s winter Wine Education Series will 
feature an educational aspect to wine tasting. 
This sit-down tasting will feature different wines 
from different regions with a wine educator 
leading the discussion. Tickets are $20 and go 
up to $40 the day of  the event. To purchase 
tickets, visit stapletoncommunity.com. Must be 
21 to attend and no refunds are allowed. 

Game Night at the Cube
Friday, Feb. 9, 5–9pm, The Cube
Come to The Cube for game night! The MCA 
will be hosting an open house game night 
featuring a variety of  board games for the com-
munity to play. Bring your family and friends for 
this free event. February’s theme will be classic 
games such as Yahtzee, Sorry, Clue, Life and 
much more. 

Decades of Dance at The Cube
Thursday, Feb. 15, 6:30pm, The Cube
Join us at The Cube for our concert and dance 
event, Decades of  Dance! The concert will 
showcase a Michael Jackson tribute featuring the 
band PG6IX. We will also have an instructor 
helping the crowd learn the moves to the music. 

Star Wars Trivia Night at The Cube
Friday, Feb. 23, 7–9pm 
Come with a team or join a team and test your 
Star Wars knowledge with this master-level 
trivia night! There will be prizes, drinks and 
more. Details coming soon to stapletoncommu-
nity.com. 

Saturday Night Live…For Kids Only!
Saturday, Feb. 24, 6–9pm
Stapleton MCA and Central Park Recreation 
Center are partnering to host a night of  fun for 
children ages 7–12. m. The first SNL will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 24 at the Central Park 
Rec Center. Early registration will be open until 
end of  business Wed. (4pm) prior to each SNL 
event date. Registrations will be accepted at the 
door, $30 (cash only) per participant. Join us for 
a night of  fun with games, dinner, snacks and 
more!

Active Minds Seminar
This is a free, no-reservation-needed 
public program brought to you by the 
Stapleton MCA. Location: Sam Gary 
Library, 2961 Roslyn St.

Thursday, Feb. 8, 6:45–7:45pm
The Music of  Frank Sinatra
He was so famous, he had two nicknames. 
Call him Ole Blue Eyes or The Chairman 
of  the Board, but it’s safe to say there 
will never be anyone like Frank Sinatra. 
America’s great pop singer has been 
gone for almost 20 years. Gone, but still 
celebrated. In this Active Minds program, 
we’ll dig into his huge song bag and hear 
once again those inimitable vocal stylings. 
Along the way, we’ll explore his tumultu-
ous life and the women who decorated it.

Thursday, Feb. 22, 6:45–7:45pm
North Korea
Tensions between North Korea, the 
U.S., and much of  the East Asian region 
continue to escalate without any clear 
path for resolution. Join Active Minds for 
a discussion of  recent developments as 
well as a review of  North Korean history. 
We will cover the dynastic leadership of  
the Kim family as well as the country’s 
ongoing development of  nuclear weapons, 
North Korea’s place in the world relative 
to global issues such as international trade 
and human right issues and what the 
future may hold as this situation continues 
to unfold. 

Swim & Dive Team Registration
Wednesday, March 7, 12pm
Stapleton residents can register for the 
Stingray Swim and Dive teams via your 
online ActiveNet account or in person at 
the MCA office or The Cube. Registration 
begins at 12pm. Nonresidents can register 
for the Stingray Swim and Dive teams on 
Wednesday, April 25 at noon. For more 
information about the Stingray program, 
visit www.stapletoncommunity.com.

Swim Lesson Registration
Wednesday March 14, 12pm
Stapleton residents can register for all 
swim programs beginning at noon on 
March 15. Registration can be completed 
via your online ActiveNet account or in 
person at the MCA office or The Cube. 
We can no longer accept registrations over 
the phone. Nonresidents can register for 
all swim programs on Wednesday, April 
25 at noon. 

If  you have any questions or comments 
about the information above, please feel 
free to contact  
jolsen@stapletoncommunity.com or call 
the MCA office at 303.388.0724.

Jennifer Olsen | Communications Manager
jolsen@stapletoncommunity.com
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Always call 911 in an emergency and tell them to take you to Rose!

TWO ROSE ERs — CLOSE AND FAST FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

Both Rose Main ER and Rose Stapleton ER Feature:
• Open 24/7 and equipped for any emergency
• Short wait times
• Board-certified Rose ER doctors
• Specially trained Rose ER nurses
• State-of-the-art CT scan, X-ray and lab services

4567 E 9th Ave
Denver, 80220

ERSecondsCount.com/Rose

4930 Wabash St
Denver, 80238

RoseStapletonER.com

Wondering What to Expect from a Rose ER?
Visit RoseMed.com/ER to learn about our care for your 
whole family!

Text 32222 for Current Wait Times

Find links to our advertisers 
each month at www. 
FrontPorchNE.com >  
Business Directory

Nearly 35,000 Front Porch 
newspapers are delivered 
monthly in NE Denver 
neighborhoods:

Stapleton — Park Hill — Lowry  
Mayfair — Montclair 

East Colfax — NW Aurora
Visit FrontPorchNE.com 

To advertise, contact  
Karissa McGlynn at 303-993-9963,  

KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com,  
Submit ads by the 15th of the month.

 Please let them know you appreciate their support of your community paper. 

there would be no Front Porch. 
  Without these advertisers, 
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2017 JESSE H. NEAL 
AWARD WINNER

 ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
Affordable and Workforce Housing / 44
A Remedy for Weak Margins / 52
The Latest in Exterior Products / 64

2017 
BUILDER 
OF THE 
YEAR 

Thrive Home Builders 
is capturing a growing niche 
and national attention with 

effi cient, local, and 
healthy homes

DECEMBER 2017  |   PROBUILDER.COM

EFFICIEN T.  HE ALTHY.  LOCAL .

ThriveHomeBuilders.com

For over 40 years, Professional Builder Magazine selects a 
home builder who is paving the way for the rest of the industry 
for its prestigious BUILDER OF THE YEAR award. 

Thrive Home Builders is honored to be this year’s winner.
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Top: Molly Connelly, Teddy Carvis and other Urban Farm kids practice leading their 
sheep before going to the competition at the Stock Show. 

Above: Ophie Pulley braces her market ewe to show off its attributes, as coach Amy 
Marrs plays the role of a judge at the Stock Show.

By Laurie Dunklee

“Urban Farm was my life since 
I was 5. Without that, I 
don’t know what I’d be do-

ing now,” says Monica Marrs, a 19-year-
old student at Oklahoma State University 
majoring in animal science production. 
“Urban Farm helped me find my pas-
sion.”

Monica’s passion was infectious. Her 
mom Amy, a Mayfair resident, is a volun-
teer board member at The Urban Farm, 
as well as heading up the sheep and goat 
program. Amy helps children to raise and 
breed Boer goats, Nigerian dwarf  goats 
and Lincoln sheep. “Boer goats are raised 
for meat,” says Amy. “The smaller Nigeri-
an dwarf  goats are friendly and good for 
kids who are getting started with animals. 
The Lincoln sheep produce long wool for 
fiber.” 

Amy first brought 5-year-old Monica 
to the farm to ride horses and soon they 
were helping with the sheep and goat pro-
gram by walking the animals and cleaning 

their stalls. “I 
knew nothing 
about ani-
mals,” Amy 
says. “I had 
to ask ques-
tions about 
everything 
so I could 
support Mon-
ica because 
that’s what 
she wanted. I 
learned along-
side her.”

Monica 
had an affinity 
for animals 
since she was 
very young, 
Amy says. 
“When she was in preschool, she loved 
plastic animals and she wanted the mom, 
dad and baby of  all of  them. Her play 
was quite realistic: she’d lay the giraffe 

under the lion, knowing lions eat them. 
She was fine with nature, with the circle 
of  life.” 

While helping to shear sheep at a local 

farm, 6-year-old Monica asked the farmer 
if  she could buy a black one. “That was a 
bit of  a surprise,” said Amy.

Monica has raised cattle, horses, sheep 
and goats. She began showing animals at 
stock shows at age 9. “I love it. It brings out 
my competitive side and it’s really fun,” she 
said.

She’s not sure what she’ll do with her 
degree in animal science production. “My 
passions are feeding the world and showing 
livestock,” Monica says. “I’ll likely manage 
a large-scale farm and I also want to bring 
more kids into showing.”

Last month Monica came home from 
college to work alongside her mom to help 
Urban Farm kids show their sheep at the 
National Western Stock Show. The kids 
showed 12 Lincoln sheep: three rams and 
nine ewes. 

“With the Lincoln sheep, the judges base 
60 percent of  the score on the quality of  
their wool and 40 percent on their con-
firmation—how the animal is built,” said 
Amy. “They look for good movement and 

Mom, Daughter Find Their 
Passion at The Urban Farm

File photo from January 2008 Front Porch shows 
Monica Marrs, 9, (left) and Ly’a Downs, 10, at the 
Urban Farm, preparing their sheep for the Stock Show.
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Kalie Bradley won a second-place ribbon for 
her sheep Nancy.

TAX TIME IS HERE!
LET US SHOW YOU HOW EASY YOUR INDIVIDUAL, SMALL BUSINESS OR CORPORATE 

TAX FILING EXPERIENCE CAN BE!

PROUDLY OWNED BY YOUR STAPLETON NEIGHBOR WITH A SECOND OFFICE COMING IN 2018! 

SECURE
E-SIGN AND ENCRYPTED CLIENT PORTALS KEEP YOUR DATA SAFE

AFFORDABLE  
YEAR ROUND SUPPORT FOR YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS

CONVENIENT
IN-PERSON OR VIRTUAL FILING OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR 
BUSY SCHEDULE

ACCURATE 
TAX PREPARATION BY LICENSED TAX PROFESSIONALS FAMILIAR 
WITH THE UPDATED TAX CODE

ANTHONY LOSASSO | 303-835-6913 | JNLFINANCIAL.COM

straight legs that don’t wobble or turn in. 
Females are judged for breeding. If  they 
are too narrow, it’s not good because they 
can’t have babies.”

“The kids walk their sheep around 
the ring without a halter; they lead them 
just with a hand under the chin,” said 
Monica. “So the sheep need to be calm. 
It helps that the kids feed and water them, 
and bond with them.” 

Monica said the kids make sure their 
sheep stands correctly by placing its feet. 
“You want the front two feet even and 
the back two feet even, and all their feet 
directly under them—not leaning or 
stretched.” 

A technique called “bracing” flexes the 
animal’s muscles as the judge examines 
it. “You do that by pushing the animal 
to walk backwards,” Monica said. “They 
don’t like to do that, so they push back 
against you and their muscles flex. It’s a 
show thing, like body builders do.”

Monica said raising animals and 
showing them at competitions builds kids’ 

character. “It shows you how to win and 
how to lose. Because not everyone gets a 
ribbon, you learn to take it with pride and 
you learn to try harder.” 

Eleven Urban Farm animals were 
killed in January 2017 when several dogs 
jumped the fence. “We’ve replaced all the 
animals and now we have an eight-foot 
enclosure with a central aisle,” said Amy. 
“Our facility is substantially better. There 
was enough money to put a Tuff  Shed in 
every pen to replace the metal huts. They 
are a nice size and are better homes for 
the animals. Plus, it looks a bazillion times 
better.”

Plans for upgrading the National 
Western Stock Show facilities include a 
partnership with Colorado State Univer-
sity. CSU plans a year-round agricultural 
research program that could open up new 
study and career opportunities for Urban 
Farm kids. “I hope for a partnership with 
them because we have an outdoor lab. 
It will be interesting to see how this pans 
out,” said Amy.

Monica Marrs, (back right), now a sophomore at Oklahoma State University, flew home to help her mother 
Amy Marrs (back left) coach Urban Farm kids at the Stock Show. Teddy Carvis (front left) and Claire 
Rowan get their sheep ready for judging at the Stock Show.

Ophie Pulley struggles to hold her sheep River just before the judge arrives.

Claire Rowan listens to the judge’s critique of 
the sheep.
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FOOD & DRINK  

Clara Brown: Angel of the Rockies
By Laurie Dunklee

“People like Clara Brown are rare. 
She saw her role in the world 
not as ‘I’ or ‘me’ against ‘them,’ 

but as ‘us’ and ‘we,’” says Dr. George Junne, 
professor of  Africana Studies at the Univer-
sity of  Northern Colorado. “It was the way 
that she lived her life that garnered her the 
amount of  respect that she received.”

Ex-slave-turned-pioneer Clara Brown 
is one of  Colorado’s favorite heroes. Born 
sometime in 1800 (slaves’ birth records 
were sketchy) and freed from slavery at 
age 56, Brown made her way to Colora-
do’s Gold Rush in Central City. She start-
ed a laundry business for the miners, as 
well as using her skills as a midwife, cook 
and nurse. She also used her earnings to 
help miners get started. “In Central City 
she was a picture of  kindness—so much 
so that the miners repaid her services 
with grubstakes [shares in their profits],” 
said Suzanne Ramsey, librarian and 
technology teacher at Bill Roberts School 
in Stapleton. Ramsey (formerly Suzanne 
Frachetti) wrote Clara Brown: African 
American Pioneer in 2011 for third- and 
fourth-graders. 

When the miners made money, so did 
Clara—a lot of  money. “A great deal is 
made of  the fortune she acquired through 
hard work and wise investment,” said 
former Gilpin County Manager Roger 
Baker. “But the ways in which she used 
that fortune went well beyond anything I 
had ever heard—or I think beyond what 
anyone today really understood.” 1 

Filmmaker Patricia McInroy produced 
Clara, Angel of  the Rockies, a documentary 
that premiered on PBS in 2017. “Once I 

heard Clara Brown’s story, I couldn’t not do 
the film,” McInroy said.

Brown shared all she had with people 
in need. She became known as an “angel” 
because she helped people of  all races who 
were in need of  a place to stay, a home-
cooked meal, or a kind word. In 1890, the 
Denver Republican wrote, “She was always the 
first to nurse a sick miner or the wife of  one, 
and her deeds of  charity were numerous.” 2

Her generosity was even more remark-
able given her background. Born into slavery 
in Spotsylvania County, Va., Clara and 
her mother were sold to a farmer named 
Ambrose Smith when she was about 3 years 
old. Smith’s family moved to Russellville, 
Ky., where Clara and her mother worked as 
field hands. 

“She was converted at age 8. It was a 
great awakening that influenced her life from 

that point on,” said Gwen Scott, a former 
reenactor who portrayed Clara Brown. 3

“She never lost that faith,” Junne said. “It 
was the basis for what she did.”

At age 18 she married another slave 
named Richard and had four children, 
including twins Eliza Jane and Paulina Ann. 
Paulina Ann drowned when she was 8. In 
1835, Ambrose Smith died and his family 
had to sell the farm and all the slaves. Slave 
families were often sold separately to bring 
the most profit. “It was a typical 
thing for families to do when 
there were bills they 
couldn’t pay,” said 
Tamara Rhone, in-
structor of  ethnic 
studies at East 
High School.3

Clara’s 
family was 
broken 
up and 
everyone 
was sold to 
different 
owners, her 
husband 
and son to 
owners in 
the Deep 
South. “It was 
like being sold 
down the river, 
which definitely 
shortens your lifes-
pan,” said Rhone.

“It’s inspiring to me 
that through her hardships, 
she never became embittered or 

angry,” said Ramsey.
Clara was bought by a Kentucky 

hatter named George Brown and 
spent the next 20 years with his family 

as a house slave and surrogate mother to the 
family’s three daughters. She took “Brown” as 
her last name, as many slaves took the name of  
their master. While she was with them, Clara 
became known as “Aunt Clara.”

“The term ‘aunt’ can be taken two ways,” 
Junne said. “At this time, many white people 
wouldn’t call a black person Miss, Mrs. or Mr.; 
they used ‘aunt’ or ‘uncle’ to move away from 
that. It depends on who’s doing it and for what 
reason. I prefer to call her Mrs. Brown.”3

In 1856, George Brown died and Clara 
was granted her freedom papers. 

Because Kentucky law said that 
a slave had to leave the state 

within a year or else be 
put back into slavery, 

George Brown’s 
daughters found 
Clara a job in St. 
Louis. 

There Clara 
heard that her 
eldest daughter 
had died of  a 
fever, and that 
her husband and 
son were lost. 
She was deter-
mined to find her 
daughter Eliza 

Jane and, think-
ing she might have 

traveled west, Clara 
traveled to Denver with 

a wagon train in 1859. It 
was against the law for an 

African-American to buy a ride 
on a wagon train, so the trail boss 

let her cook and do laundry for the 26 
men to pay her way. She walked alongside and 
slept under a wagon at night.2

When she arrived in Denver in 1859, it was 
just a few tents and cabins along the river. The 

Dr. George Junne, professor of Africana Studies 
at the University of Northern Colorado, is 
pictured doing research at Dearfield, an aban-
doned African-American townsite in Colorado.
Photo by Woody Myers for the UNC Magazine

This Clara Brown portrait was 
photographed at the National 
Museum of African American 

History and Culture.
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U.S. Census listed only 23 black people living 
in Denver. By 1860, the Gold Rush had moved 
to the mountains. Clara traveled to Central 
City on a stagecoach, posing as a young man’s 
servant because non-white people could not 
buy a ticket. 4

“She was a true pioneer because she trav-
eled into the unknown with only her abilities 
and her sense of  self-worth,” said Ramsey.

Her success in Central City in the laundry 

business, and as a mining investor, allowed 
her to acquire real estate there, as well as 
in Denver and other mountain towns. “She 
had $10,000 in her saving account, which is 
like $150,000 today,” said Rhone.3

“She believed in giving back so she didn’t 
keep her money,” said Junne. “She took 
Christianity to mean to be Christ-like; she 
took it to heart. When the Civil War ended 
in 1865, blacks were moving out of  the 

South because Ku Klux Klan-type groups 
were forming. Brown had gone back to Ken-
tucky to find Eliza Jane but instead found 
ex-slaves in need of  help. She paid for a 
wagon train to take a group of  ex-slaves—as 
many as several dozen—back to Colorado, 
and found them jobs in the mines.”3

By 1880, Brown’s health was bad and 
she had lost many of  her properties to fires 
and floods. She moved to Denver for the 
lower altitude. “She continued to look for 
her daughter,” said Rhone. “Thinking that 
Eliza Jane was still out there—that was her 
resilience. She never gave up that hope.”3

“She asked every wagon train of  black 
people what they knew 
of  her daughter,” said 
Junne. “Finally a letter 
arrived with a clue that 
Eliza Jane was in Council 
Bluffs, Iowa. Clara’s in her 
80s now, but she gets on a 
train.”3

It was raining in Coun-
cil Bluffs and according to 
witnesses, when Clara and 
Eliza Jane met they were 
hugging and they fell in 
the mud. There they sat, 
unwilling to let go. 5

Eliza Jane had four 
children, so Clara found 
grandchildren she didn’t 
know about. When Clara 
died on Oct. 26, 1885, she 
was surrounded by her 
family. Her funeral was 
attended by Denver’s elite, 
including Denver Mayor 
John Routt and Colorado 
Gov. Benjamin Eaton.3

“It shows how highly 
thought of  she was, not 
only by black people but 
by white people,” said 
Junne.3

Watch the documentary 
at www.pbs.org/to-the-

contrary/watch/6806/film-festival-winner-
for-us-history_-clara_angel-of-the-rockies.
——————————————————
1. Calhoun, Patricia. “Gilpin County Manager
 Roger Baker on Why Colorado Remembers 
 Clara Brown.” Westword, Jan. 4, 2017.
2. Frachetti, Suzanne. Clara Brown: African 
 American Pioneer. Palmer Lake, Colorado: Filter
 Press, LLC, 2011.
3. Clara Angel of  the Rockies. Produced by Patricia
 McInroy, 25 minutes, 2017. 
4. Danneberg, Julie. Amidst the Gold Dust: Women
 Who Forged the West. Golden, Colorado: 
 Fulcrum Publishing, 2001.
5. Lowery, Linda. One More Valley, One More Hill:
 The Story of  Aunt Clara Brown. New York: 
 Random House, 2002.

This stained glass window of Clara Brown is in the old Supreme 
Court Chamber at the Colorado State Capitol Building.

This statue of Clara Brown is on display at the National Museum of African American History and Culture 
in Washington, DC.



February 2018          10        Front Porch – NE Denver

www.MargieWilliamsDDS.com      •     303-945-2699

Margie Williams, DDS
Molly Johnson, DDS

2979 N. Iola St. Denver CO 80238

Treating all members 
of the family and 

ALWAYS accepting 
new patients

 
 

 
  

FREE Whitening For Life*
*Call for details

By John Fernandez

The second session of  the 71st Colorado General Assem-
bly convened Jan. 10. As always, the key numbers are: 
65 representatives, 35 senators and one governor in a 

maximum 120-day long gathering to determine the state’s future. 
The Democrats control the House (37-28), the Republicans the 
Senate (18 to 16 with one Independent) and the Governor’s 
Mansion is occupied by a lame duck. It’s an election year with 
all the representatives’ seats up for grabs and about half  of  the 
senatorial seats as well. 

Last year, all five state legislators representing northeast 
Denver were new: James Coleman, Leslie Herod and Chris 
Hansen were elected to the House for the first time while former 
representatives Lois Court and Angela Williams moved from the 
House to the Senate.

Also new last year, of  course, was the person in the White 
House. While Trump seemed to be last year’s lightning rod, this 
year the Washington, D.C., gridlock appears to be turning the 
statehouse focus more clearly back on to itself.

Gov. Hickenlooper signaled this changed focus in his Jan. 11 

State of  the State address, his eighth and last 
due to term limits. Hickenlooper introduced 
us to the word “topophilia” (love of  place) in 
a plea for bipartisan cooperation. It’s an apt 
descriptor especially given the word’s evocation 
of  topography of  which Colorado has plenty 
both physically, and in terms of  legislative ups 
and downs.

Hickenlooper said 2017 “wasn’t 
always pretty … but it was the most 
impactful, bipartisan legislative session 
since the Great Recession. We reminded 
everyone: The collaborative Colorado 
way is the best way.” The governor even 
linked “trust in our government” to 
topophilia, calling it a “critical part of  
love of  place.”

So, what issues will we Colorado 
topophiliacs be facing in 2018? A review 
of  the governor’s speech and statements 
made by various legislators suggests sev-
eral common themes: increasing fund-
ing for transportation and education, 
bridging the urban/rural divide with various 
measures including greater broadband access, 
dealing with the opioid crisis, putting the state’s 
public employees pension fund (PERA) on 
sound footing, addressing oil and gas well safety 
and location, continuing the search for health 
care insurance, strengthening sexual harassment 
policies and balancing the state budget. On that 
last item, a special challenge this year will be 
spending priorities for an anticipated windfall 
of  several hundred million dollars resulting 
from the federal tax reform bill. 

One perennial issue, the state’s “fiscal thick-
et” of  competing constitutional amendments, 
lurks in the background but no clear solution is 
in sight. The situation is expected to get worse 
before it gets better, especially for rural areas 
where the Gallagher amendment will continue 
to lower residential assessment rates, dispropor-
tionately hurting schools and special districts.

Hickenlooper closed his speech by invoking 
ancient Greece where “conversations about 
the great disagreements of  the day took place 
around big dinners and lasted days. Strangers 

were welcome. Conversation would slow down, 
and unlike a cable TV debate or tweet storm, it 
allowed a spectrum of  viewpoints to emerge. Peo-
ple invested their time in each other.” He offered 
his office as a “place of  convergence,” saying “We 
have 364 days left in this administration … That’s 
an eternity for compromise.”

Priorities for Individual Legislators
The Front Porch asked the 

northeast Denver legislators 
to list their top five priorities 
(edited for length).

Sen. Lois Court 
District 31 

First, we must balance our 
budget as we do every year. But 
this year is a bit unique because 
this year we have some “extra” 
funds. We need to provide more 
funding for transportation, but 
we also have a nearly $800 

million hole to fill in our K-12 funding. We need to 
see what more we can do for affordable housing, 
health care, the opioid crisis, and so many other is-
sues. Second, I am working with fellow Democrats, 
as well as Republicans, to put the state employees 
pension fund, known as PERA, on a more sound 
financial footing. Third, I am again tackling public 
safety with my bill to require hands-free cell phone 
use. Holding a cell phone while driving is abso-
lutely dangerous. Fourth, I am working on a bill to 
help more non-profits become available on your 
income tax form so you can give to a much wider 
range of  organizations when you allocate funds 
from your income tax refund on your return. Fifth, 
as the Caucus Chair for the Senate Democrats, 
one of  my major responsibilities is to work with 
all of  our Senate Democrats to be sure that they 
are successful in serving their own constituents. To 
that end, I’ll do everything I can as I continue to 
serve on both the Senate Finance Committee and 
the Senate State, Veterans and Military Affairs 
Committee to help my fellow Democrats with the 
bills they’re bringing to those committees.

General Assembly Convenes: Is Compromise Possible?

Sen. Lois Court, Senate District 
31—Includes Montclair, Mayfair 
and Lowry. 
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Sen. Angela 
Williams 
District 33

Con-
stituents 
of  SD 
33 agree 
transpor-
tation, 
broad-
band 
access, 
the opioid 
crisis, 
housing 

and educational funding are priorities 
for our district. My specific priori-
ties include: Residential Lease Copy 
and Rent Receipt—A bill to require 
a residential landlord to provide each 
tenant with a copy of  a written rental 
agreement signed by the parties and to 
give a tenant a receipt for any payment 
made in person with cash or a money 
order; Right to Cure—This bill seeks 
to extend the time a landlord gives a 
tenant to cure a violation of  unpaid 
rent; Elements of  Hazing—This bill 
expands the definition of  hazing by 
including emotional and psychological, 
as well as physical harm. It also extends 
the crime of  hazing to actions involving 
adult organization and those actions that 
occur on public or private property; Use 
of  Cyber Coding Cryptology for State 
Records—This bill requires designated 
state officials to take certain actions to 
protect state records containing trusted 
sensitive and confidential information 
from criminal, unauthorized, or inadver-
tent manipulation or theft; Alternative 
Vehicle Fuels—This bill allows a utility 
to build facilities to support alternative 
fuel vehicles. I will continue to serve 
on the Business, Labor & Technology 
Committee.

Rep. Chris Hansen 
District 6 

First, I am committed to passing leg-
islation to increase investment in energy 
storage, which will allow us to take full 
advantage of  rapidly increasing renew-
able energy capacity on our grid, making 
electricity cheaper and more reliable. 
Second, I will be working on a House 
Select Committee to develop a strategic 
plan to meet the greenhouse gas reduc-
tion targets set by Gov. Hickenlooper this 
past year. Our goal is to demonstrate the 
economic and environmental benefits of  
renewable energy, energy efficiency, clean 
transportation and spurring a transition 
to a clean energy economy. Third, I am 
committed to raising the minimum age 
of  marriage in Colorado, which current-
ly has no floor in statute. By raising the 
age, we will be preventing minors from 
sometimes 
being 
forced into 
wedlock 
before they 
can assume 
the respon-
sibilities of  
marriage 
or advo-
cating for 
their own 
best inter-
est. Fourth, 
Rep. Leslie 
Herod 
and I are 
working to pass legislation to protect con-
sumers by defining and requiring open 
internet access when state funds are used 
to provide service in Colorado. Fifth, 
increasing compensation for legislative 
aides is a priority. Aides work tirelessly to 
help state legislators to do our job well. 
However, their hourly pay rate, near 

General Assembly Convenes: Is Compromise Possible?

Sen. Angela Williams, Senate 
Dist. 33—Includes Stapleton and 
Park Hill. 

Rep. Chris Hansen, House Dist. 
6—Includes Lowry, Mayfair and 
Montclair. 
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By John Fernandez

u Park Hill Golf Course  
To Close in 2019  

The big question is whether that closure 
will be permanent. The planned closure 
next January results from a Denver City 
Council decision in December to proceed 
with acquisition of  permanent and tempo-
rary easements totaling up to 90 acres of  the 
155-acre site. That acreage will be for storm 
drainage improvements that are part of  the 
city’s controversial Platte-to-Park-Hill project. 
Construction of  a 25-to-35-acre permanent 
drainage area will be followed by restoration, 
with a planned re-opening of  the golf  course 
in March 2020. Maybe. That depends on 
whether the golf  course operator, Arcis, de-
cides to exercise its option to extend the lease 

 ......NE News Updates
it has with the property 
owner, Clayton Early 
Learning Trust. 

The Arcis lease is set 
to expire at the end of  
this year. The city and 
Clayton had announced 
in September the land 
would be sold to the 
city based on Clayton’s 
understanding that Arcis 
would not exercise its 
lease extension option. 
Clayton had decided 
to sell the land because 
the sale would provide it 
more revenue than the 
golf  course operation. 
Clayton and Arcis dis-
cussions on the future of  
the golf  course continue, 
suspending Clayton’s 
heavily advertised com-
munity planning process 
about possible future uses 
of  the large site.  

Denver Public Works spokesperson Nancy 
Kuhn says, “Given the facts we know today, 
Denver is preparing to pay for restoration of  
the golf  course but we think it is likely Clay-
ton will contract for that work to be done.” 
Denver has set aside $10.7 million in the Real 
Estate Division’s budget for acquisition of  
permanent and temporary construction ease-
ments and golf  course restoration and dam-
ages resulting from the drainage detention 
project. No drawings are available from the 
city that illustrate where the construction will 
take place, but the site’s topography suggests 
the permanent drainage pond will be on the 
north side of  the course adjacent to Smith 
Rd. The Park Hill Golf  Course closure 
comes on the heels of  two other golf  course 
closures in northeast Denver: the permanent 
closure in December of  the Fitzsimons golf  

v

w
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course and the temporary closure of  
City Park Golf  Course at the end of  
October 2017 for a complete make-
over and construction of  drainage de-
tention integrated into the golf  course 
and construction of  a new club house. 
That golf  course is slated to re-open 
in mid-2019. 

v RTD Terminates  
Bus Route 89 

On Jan. 15, RTD terminated 
the Route 89 bus service linking the 
Central Park Blvd. station to the 
Anschutz Medical Campus. It has 
been replaced in part by an exten-
sion of  the existing Route 34 bus 
from CPB station to Eastbridge (the buses turn 
around where the MLK Blvd./29th Dr. couplet 
intersects Havana and Iola streets). 

Jeff  Dunning, RTD’s senior service planner/
scheduler, said the change was necessitated by 
the 89’s low ridership that was “way below our 
standards.” The 89 had an average of  eight 
passengers per hour. Dunning said such an ur-
ban route requires a minimum of  20 boardings 
per hour to be financially sustainable for the re-
gional district. The service began operation in 
January 2013. Jesse Livingston, with Northeast 
Transportation Connections, said his organi-
zation worked with RTD to extend the Route 
34 service to Eastbridge to “offset the discon-
tinuance of  Route 89, maintaining service to 
the Mercy Housing development and access to 
grocers and the greater transit network.”

Route 34 historically has run from the Cen-
tral Park Station to 30th and Downing through 
North Park Hill along Smith Road and 35th 
Ave. 

The 89 was an hourly, weekday-only service. 
The 34 runs every 30 minutes through most of  
the day, and at one-hour intervals during off-
peak hours. On Sundays, the Route 34 buses 
run on-the-hour. However, the CPB to MLK 
Blvd.-Havana St. extension does not run on 
weekends and runs a more limited schedule, 
roughly from 6:30 in the morning until 6:30 in 
the evening. Between 6:30 and 8:30am, buses 
depart MLK Blvd.-Havana on the half-hour.

Dunning said that RTD will reevaluate 
the local bus service routing after the MLK 
extension is finished to Peoria St. Improved 
roadway connectivity between Stapleton and 
the Anschutz Campus may warrant additional 
adjustments to RTD’s bus service network. 
RTD’s Route 62, connecting CPB station to the 
Commerce City Civic Center and points west, 
is in the first year of  a three-year trial service 
funded through a federal grant augmented by a 
local match provided by Commerce City. That 
service began in January 2017. 

w Small Cell Installation Permitted 
A Front Porch reader inquired about city 

rules pertaining to installation of  small cell 
infrastructure on private buildings in proxim-
ity to schools. The question was prompted by 
observing an installation on a building at 2373 (continued on page 14)
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Small cell infrastructure was recently erected atop this building 
at 2373 Central Park Boulevard, adjacent to Montessori 
Children’s House of Denver.

Hi, my name is Amina, 
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after me. We’re both a lot of 
work, but we’re worth it! 

Trustworthy & Reliable
Mechanical & Collision Car Care
- One block east of Stanley Marketplace -

303-321-8880

Central Park Blvd. (southwest corner of  Ver-
bena St. and CPB, adjacent to the Montes-
sori Children’s House of  Denver. (See photo 
above.) The antennae have subsequently been 
hidden by panels mimicking the appearance 
of  a masonry wall.

Andrea Burns, communications director 
for Denver’s Department of  Community 
Planning and Development provided this 
statement: “There are no separation require-
ments for small cells (which is the term used 
by the industry for antennas not attached to a 
tower) and schools. Separation requirements 
do apply to new telecommunications towers. 
Small cells do not require any notification to 
the public and are administratively reviewed 
by our zoning permitting staff. The city’s 
current regulatory approach enables the 
placement of  antennas and their associated 
equipment on buildings as a means to dis-
courage the construction of  new telecommu-
nications towers.”

l Denver Makes First Cut  
in Amazon HQ2 Sweepstakes 

Amazon announced Jan. 18 that Denver is 
among 20 finalists in the competition to land 
a second corporate headquarters for the on-
line behemoth. Denver joins L.A., Austin and 
Dallas as the only western U.S. cities to sur-
vive the first cut from the 238 initial submit-
tals. The balance of  Denver’s competition is 
comprised of  cities located between Chicago 
and the East Coast. Toronto is the only place 
outside of  the U.S. being considered.

Amazon announced its competition on 
Sept. 7. Colorado submitted its application by 
the Oct. 19 deadline. It was a single bid with 
eight alternative sites. All are in the Den-
ver-metro area due to Amazon’s initial selec-
tion criteria: location within a 45-minute drive 
of  an international airport, no more than two 
miles from a major highway, access to mass 
transit and location within a 30-minute drive 
of  a population center of  1 million or more 
people. Forest City submitted two sites in Sta-
pleton but the state has not revealed whether 
those are among the eight sites included in the 
Colorado application.

In a press release, Amazon stated it expects 

Photo by John Fernandez
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to make a decision 
in 2018: “In the coming months, Amazon 
will work with each of  the candidate locations 
to dive deeper into their proposals, request 

FOR KIDS

EXPLORE. PLAY. CREATE.

$25 FAMILY 
PACK*

4 Museum Admissions + A Discounted Family Meal Deal + 
A Backpack Full of Family Friendly Ways to Explore Colorado’s Stories!

FEBRUARY 10TH

$25 Family Pack 
Available Online ONLY

HISTORYCOLORADO.ORG
*Offer Valid January - May 2018*

Hands-On History 
is sponsored by 

The Sturm Family Foundation

Monarch is Enrolling for the 2018-2019 School Year
Kindergarten Jamboree

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 @ 9-10 or Saturday, January 27, 2018 @ 10-11  
Lower Elementary (1st-3rd grade) Enrollment Meetings

Tuesdays, January 9th & February 6th @ 9-10
OR Sign Up for a Personal Tour on our Website

MonarchM.com

4895
Peoria St

DPS School of Choice is just around the corner!

-100+ Year Proven Learning Model
-Individualized Learning

-All Day Kindergarten 
-Before & After Care

-Multi-Aged Classrooms

In the Fade

NE News Updates
(continued from page 13)

5280 Magazine calls Roots “One of the most  
innovative public schools in Denver.”

• Tuition FREE including FREE FULL-DAY kindergarten
• Rigorous, college preparatory academic program
• One of DPS’ highest academic growth ratings , GREEN,
   like all Stapleton schools
• Innovative model for social and emotional development
• Diverse enrollment and an inclusive community
• 33rd & Hudson, next to after-school care for only $2/yr
• One mile west of Stapleton, bus transport available

Roots will enroll K–4th grade in 2018–19  
Want to learn more? Schedule a tour: rootselementary.org/enroll 

Questions: 720-593-1338 or questions@rootselementary.org 
DPS Choice process: schoolchoice@dpsk12.org  

additional information, and evaluate the 
feasibility of  a future partnership that can 
accommodate the company’s hiring plans 
as well as benefit its employees and the local 
community.” Colorado’s bid offered poten-
tial financial incentives that could exceed 
$100 million with many locales offering far 

higher amounts in incentives ranging from 
tax credits and abatements to grants and 
infrastructure contributions. 

The Amazon HQ2 project is of  enor-
mous scale: 50,000 employees at build-out 
with average salaries of  $100,000 in a 
phase one building of  at least 500,000 
square feet and a complex at build-out in 
the 8 million-square-foot range on 100 
acres with a total investment of  $5 billion.

Colorado’s response to the Amazon 
request for proposals (RFP) is being coordi-
nated by the Office of  Economic Develop-
ment and International Trade (OEDIT) 
with initial vetting of  sites run through the 
Metro Economic Development Corpora-
tion (Metro EDC).

l MY Denver PRIME Gets 
Seniors Free Access to Rec Centers 

Denver now provides seniors (ages 
60 and up) free access to its recreation 
centers and pools, including drop-in 
fitness classes and clubs, through the MY 
Denver PRIME program, similar to the 
MY Denver card available to city youth. 
Simply bring proof  of  Denver residency 
and a photo ID that verifies your age to 

front desk staff  at any Denver Recreation 
Center. In NE Denver, those facilities include 
the Central Park Recreation Center (9651 
E. MLK Blvd.), the Hiawatha Davis Center 
(3334 Holly St.), the MLK Rec Center (3880 
Newport St.), and the Montclair Recreation 
Center (729 Ulster Way). The pass can also 
be used at the recently opened Carla Madi-
son Recreation Center (2401 E. Colfax Ave., 
northeast corner of  Colfax and Josephine 
St.).

This membership is for recreation centers 
and pools and does not offer admission 
discounts to Denver’s cultural institutions 
such as museums and the zoo. The program 
is also not available to those already eligible 
for another discount program such as Silver 
Sneakers or the Denver Health Medical Plan, 
Medicare Choice or Medicare Select.

No one younger than 60 years is eligi-
ble for MY Denver PRIME. MY Denver 
PRIME is only available to those who do not 
have a current recreation center membership. 
Current memberships cannot be refunded or 
pro-rated. If  you already have a membership, 
please wait until it expires to enroll in MY 
Denver PRIME. Additional information is 
available at DenverGov.org > search for My 
Denver Prime.

Monarch is Enrolling for the 
2018-1019 School Year



Front Porch – NE Denver         15       February 2018

Each month, the Indie Prof  reviews a current 
film in the theater and second film or series 
available on DVD or instant-streaming service.

Follow “Indie Prof ” on Facebook for updates 
about film events and more reviews.

Paradise (2016) 
This wonderful Russian film was one of  the 

best foreign films a few years ago, but it has 
been rarely seen in the United States until now. 
Director Andrey Konchalovskiy (House of  Fools, 
The Postman’s White Nights) is a veteran of  over 25 

films covering four decades. He started in the 
early 60s with Russian master Andrei Tarkovsky 
(Andrei Rublev, Solaris), and he has traveled be-
tween Russia and the U.S., making Hollywood 
films (Tango and Cash, believe it or not!) as well as 
Russian. Paradise may very well be his best. 

The film tells the story of  three people 
during WWII: Olga, a Russian aristocrat and 
member of  the French Resistance; her former 
lover Helmut who is now a high-ranking SS 
officer; and Jules, a French policeman work-
ing with the Germans during the occupation. 
Olga is able to use her beauty and charm to 

In the Fade

her advantage despite 
the awful circumstances 
surrounding her, and 
she has varying levels 
of  success and despair. 
Their triangle tracks 
the events of  the war 
over a two-year period. 
The story, however, may 
be secondary to the 
spectacular black and 
white cinematography 

of  Alexsandr Simonov and the effect it has 
on rendering the events of  the era as both a 
historical document and a statement on the 
simple (im)morality of  the players and the 
larger events. 

The performances in the film are very 
good, the narrative and staging are excel-
lent, and besides the cinematography, the 
editing and music round out the cinematic 
aspects quite well. It all points to excellent 
direction—a master at the top of  his game 
working at his craft. It is a thing of  beauty to 
sit and watch, and a rare treat from a coun-

try that is so polemical on the 
world stage that we tend to 
forget its beautiful art—from 
both past and present. 

Starts Feb. 2 at the Sie 
Film Center

You will like this if  you 
enjoyed Ida, Son of  Saul, and/
or Denial. 

In the Fade (2017)
Most films about terrorists focus on either 

the terrorist or the chase for the terrorist. 
Few films focus on the aftermath of  a bomb-
ing or the people left behind. Fewer still fo-
cus on the females left behind. This wonder-
ful new film from Germany does both: it tells 
the story of  Katja Sekerci (Diane Kruger), a 
woman whose husband and son were killed 
in a Hamburg terrorist attack. The film 
starts out as a somewhat conventional nar-
rative: Katja’s husband and son are killed in 
the bombing, the police investigate, subjects 
are found, and there is a trial. The issue is 
especially thorny since Katja’s husband was 

a Turkish immigrant and a former convicted 
drug dealer, and the suspects are white Ger-
mans. They are acquitted, and that is where 
things get interesting. 

Director Fatih Akin (Head On, The Edge of  
Heaven) is a German veteran who provides 
a steady hand and the cultural background 
to look at the issues from all sides. He is a 
German-born citizen from Turkish parents. 
He grew up in a world between two cul-
tures, and he explores those cultures closely, 
without prejudice, and with a keen eye for 
detail. Kruger is a veteran of  both German 
and Hollywood films, and her performance 
drives and centers the films: she is fierce, 
complex, and full of  surprises. Best known 
for her role in Inglorious Basterds, she is the 
emotional and narrative center of  the film. 
When her husband and son are killed, she 
is always on the edge of  spiraling out of  
control, alternately engaging in the process 
and then shunning it and everyone around 
her. She is exquisite. 

The film recently won the Golden Globe 
for Best Motion Picture, Foreign Language. It 
should be an Oscar contender, and for good 
reason. I saw it last November at the Denver 
International Film Festival, and I felt its raw 
energy, its cultural and political depth, and 
its timeliness. It handles the cultural aspects 
of  contemporaneous issues particularly well, 
and it goes beyond the simple “Middle-East-
ern baddie” stereotype that is so overdone. It 
also touches on an all-too-ugly facet of  our 
current society: white supremacists. Overall, 
this is a well-made film that is difficult to 
watch at times, but it rewards. 

No specific release date for VOD (video 
on demand) has been set, but it is scheduled 
for February. 

You will like this film if  you enjoyed Mu-
nich, Supremacy, and/or Welcome to Leith. 

Vincent Piturro, Ph.D., is an associate professor 
of  Cinema Studies at Metropolitan State Univer-
sity of  Denver. He can be reached at vpiturro@
msudenver.edu.
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Women ages 18–70, non-smoker, not taking birth control or hormone replacement therapy.
720-848-6419 or Ellen.Lyon@ucdenver.edu, University of Colorado School of Medicine
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Oil  
and gas 
drilling 

Lone Tree geologist, Ron Pritchett, described the benefits of horizontally 
drilling underneath land in Stapleton and adjoining areas to the 
Colorado State Land Board (SLB) commissioners. Proceeds from the 
mineral rights would go to trusts that benefit public schools.

There’s a more natural place 
To have a natural childbirth. 

Introducing Birth Center of Denver 

ColoColorado’s first and only freestanding, hospital-owned birth 
center. Women and their families are empowered to customize 
their birth plans to create the most memorable experience in 
the most natural way possible. Our high-touch, low-tech 
approach from our Certified Nurse-Midwives encourages a 
low-intervention delivery. Birth Center of Denver is owned by 
Saint Joseph Hospital, so if medical care is ever necessary, 
ColoColorado’s top baby hospital is always close by. Soon there 
will be a new place in Denver to deliver your baby the way 
nature intended.

saintjosephdenver.org/BirthCenter | 720.605.0590

play of  170 million Barrel of  Oil Equivalents 
(BOEs) under and adjacent to the Refuge’s 
federal lands. These would be accessed via 
horizontal drilling, with surface wells that 
could be located two to three miles from the 
rights they are mining.

Just prior to the Jan. 18 SLB meeting, 
the parcel in the center of  the Refuge was 
removed from consideration due to a pre-ex-
isting agreement with the Dept. of  the Army 
that precluded the SLB from developing those 
rights. But the other three remained.

Community Response
Kaczor’s Facebook post set off  a firestorm 

in Stapleton. It was re-posted across social 
media, and residents inundated the SLB with 
phone calls and over 450 emails, urging the 
commissioners to reject the proposal, which 
was coming to vote a mere two days after the 
Facebook notification.  Many community 
members showed up at the SLB meeting, and 
three of  them commented on the proposal. 

“I can’t help but feel that there’s a hy-
pocrisy where we’re talking about a wildlife 
refuge and a land conservancy where human 
beings are not allowed yet oil and gas drilling 
is,” said Conservatory Green resident, John 
McCollins. “That is the ultimate hypocrisy in 
my mind.” 

He was joined in opposition by John 
Blegen, who noted that the Stapleton parcel 
is occupied by 1,700 homes and 5,500 people. 
Blegen also recounted how, when the Army 
Corps of  Engineers occupied the Refuge, 
they “attempted to drill a well to pump down 
their hazardous materials, which sounds to 
me a lot like fracking, and created a series of  
seismic events, up to a 5.3 earthquake.” 

Kiersten Williams, OB/GYN, shared with 
the board her concerns about studies that 
have shown an increase in birth defects in 
areas where drilling has occurred and also 
noted that she had heard stories about seismic 
events related to drilling in the Refuge area.

Local Representation
In addition to the Stapleton residents, a 

representative from Commerce City spoke on 
behalf  of  the city’s interests. Michelle Halsted 
stated that Commerce City was not support-
ive of  surface occupancy in dense residential 
areas and asked, if  the SLB were to approve 
the lease rights, that they stipulate against 
surface occupancy and that the lessee would 
have to follow local oil and gas regulations.

Stapleton.RealtyTrends.com
Which builder should you choose?

Check out my guide!
Mindy Milligan | 303.919.0811 

Mindy.Milligan@RealtyTrends.com | Realty Trends, LLC
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(continued from page 1)

What is the Colorado State 
Land Board?

“The Land Board was created in 
1876 as a condition of  statehood,” ex-
plained SLB director, Bill Ryan. “When 
Colorado petitioned to become a state, 
the Federal Government said ‘we’re go-
ing to grant you the land for your state, 
but section 16 and section 36 of  every 
township is going to go into a trust to 
benefit the common schools.’” Accord-
ing to Ryan, “This concept of  land being 
used to support the schools really dates 
back to the founding of  the country. The 
founding fathers thought that the key to 
a stable democracy was going to be an 
educated citizenry.” 

The SLB is the second-largest land-
owner in Colorado, with 2.8 million 
surface acres and 4.0 million mineral es-
tate acres in over 60 counties. The SLB 
can sell or lease surface rights but can 
only lease the underlying mineral rights. 
It does not operate businesses, instead 
selling or leasing the lands that are held 
in eight public land trusts for the benefit 
of  public schools and institutions.

According to its website, “A dual 
mission guides State Land Board man-
agement of  these assets: to produce rea-
sonable and consistent income over time, 
and to provide sound stewardship of  the 
state trust assets.” The SLB’s commis-
sioners are appointed by the governor.

For residents, the tur-
moil began with a neigh-
borly posting on Facebook. 
Nick Kaczor, the assistant 
manager of  the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge 
(“Refuge”), began his Jan. 
16 post with, “Don’t shoot 
the messenger…” attached 
to a map and a link to a 
proposal before the Colo-
rado State Land Board (“SLB”) for its Jan. 
18 meeting.

Retired Lone Tree geologist, Ron Pritch-
ett, had nominated for auction the oil and 
gas drilling rights underneath four parcels 
of  land whose mineral rights are controlled 
by the SLB. One of  these tracts includes the 
north Stapleton neighborhoods of  Conser-
vatory Green and Willow Park, as well as 
part of  the Northfield shopping area. One 
of  the other parcels is in the center of  the 
Refuge, another in Commerce City and the 
last in the Green Valley Ranch area. 

The Refuge is the prize in Pritchett’s 
plan, which he provided to The Front Porch 
and is available on our website. In it, he pro-
poses accessing what he estimates could be a 
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State Land Board director Bill Ryan explains the history and mission of the 
organization. SLB staff recommended the approval of Pritchett’s nomination to 
auction leases to mineral rights underneath three tracts adjacent to the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge, including one in north Stapleton.

IT’S TIME TO HAVE YOUR HORMONE LEVELS CHECKED!
MOST COMMON SYMPTOMS:

Mood changes • Insomnia • Weight gain • Joint pain • Brain fog • Hot fl ashes • Low libido • Fatigue

20% OFF IF YOU SCHEDULE INITIAL VISIT IN FEBRUARY  

Schedule online at www.Margotoms.com or call 303-837-1060
Essential Health • Margo Toms NP • 700 E. 9th Ave #106, Denver, CO 80203

The presence of  Commerce City’s repre-
sentative, as well as written comments that had 
been submitted by Denver Water and Refuge 
staff, highlighted the absence of  Denver city 
and county representatives at the meeting. 

According to the SLB, in November they 
had notified Francisco Alonzo, the Colora-
do Oil and Gas Conservation Commission’s 
(COGCC) Local Government Designee 
(LGD) for Denver about the proposed auction. 
Attempts by The Front Porch to contact Alonzo, 
the Director of  Commercial Affairs at Den-
ver International airport, were fruitless; it is 
unclear who, if  anyone, Alonzo notified about 
the proposal. 

The Mayor’s office said only that they were 
notified “late in the process,” but that they had 
contacted the governor’s office and members 
of  the state legislature. The Mayor’s office 
said, going forward, the City Attorney would 
be the designated point of  contact for future 
SLB auctions.

The Outcome, for Now
The staff  at the SLB had recommended 

that its board approve the auction of  the 
mineral rights under these urban parcels. At 
the meeting, staff  explained that the auction 

Mineral Rights
Surface areas of  land can be owned 

separately from the minerals under-
neath. According to mineralweb.com, 
in parts of  the U.S., “where drilling, 
mining or wind energy operations are 
common, it is not unusual to see own-
ership rights that are segregated (i.e., 
severed).” Colorado is one of  the states 
where it is common for minerals —the 
“mineral estate”—to be severed from 
the surface estate. 

Usually, surface rights are subservi-
ent or secondary to mineral rights, so 
an oil and gas company that owns or 
leases the mineral rights can use the sur-
face land to access them. The Colorado 
Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 
(COGCC) has information on its web-
site about Colorado regulations.

so [significant] that greenlighting this first 
process doesn’t even seem to get anyone 
any closer,” said Commissioner Barbara 
Bynum. “We are not in a worse position 
by holding off  and seeing if  other mineral 
owners want to stick their necks out…”

The board’s vote means that the tracts 
cannot be nominated again for one year.

The Future
The auction of  SLB mineral rights un-

der land in Stapleton, Commerce City and 
Green Valley Ranch has been deferred for 
at least a year and, in the case of  the SLB 
parcel at the Refuge, indefinitely. If  the 
tracts are nominated again, all documen-
tation regarding why they were declined 
would be reviewed and presented to the 
board. And presumably, if  any tracts in 
Denver are nominated, the notification to 
the new LGD, the City Attorney, would 
result in more prompt notification of  local 
government representatives. At that point, 
the issue of  city and county regulations 
and citizen input would become import-
ant.

But the full proposal 
by the geologist, Pritch-
ett, has other potential 
implications, because his 
proposal for the four tracts 
described above is just the 
tip of  an iceberg.

Pritchett’s proposal 
suggests that the reserves 
under and adjacent to 
the Refuge could be 
tapped from 22 well sites 
constructed on Refuge 
property. These well pads 
would ring its perimeter 
so as to horizontally drill 
for oil and gas from both 
inside the Refuge and 
from underneath adjacent 
lands. Pritchett estimates 
this play could yield 170 
million BOEs. With oil at 
$65/BOE and natural gas 
at $17/BOE the incentive 

to drill is considerable. Royalties to mineral 
rights holders are typically around 12.5%.

The Refuge enjoys federal protection 
as a wildlife preserve, so siting wells on it is 
currently unlikely, but Department of  In-
terior Secretary Ryan Zinke has expressed 
enthusiastic support for onshore drilling on 
federal lands. The mineral rights of  land 
adjacent to the Refuge are privately held, 
including the rights underneath Sections 
9 and 10, where Dick’s Sporting Goods 
Park and the Beeler Park neighborhood 
are located. Private owners can presum-
ably decide whether to lease or sell without 
public input.

Experts believe that it is unlikely that 
an oil and gas operator would be interest-
ed in drilling on the Refuge or adjacent 
populated neighborhoods due to political, 
legal and regulatory considerations. Stay 
tuned for more information in the coming 
months as we investigate this story and 
talk with local representatives and experts 
about the feasibility of  drilling in our 
neighborhood.

Northfield Blvd.

C
entral Park Blvd.

This map shows the boundaries of the Stapleton tract whose mineral 
rights were nominated for auction. The checkered areas were excluded 
from consideration due to long term non-development leases, but the 
remaining areas include most of Conservatory Green and Willow Park 
East and parts of The Shops at Northfield.

of  the rights was just 
the first step in a very 
long process and that 
only about one in ten 
rights actually get 
developed, usually 
after five or six years 
of  a long process of  
approval. 

But despite staff  
recommendations, 
the public outcry 
against the nomina-
tion appeared to sway 
the board, which 
voted 4-0 to reject the 
proposal to bring the 
rights to auction. “I 
really am concerned 
about the risk/reward 
in this type of  proper-
ty…it is important to 
listen to the public,” 

said Commissioner John Shaw. “The ob-
stacles towards actually realizing any devel-
opment on all of  these properties…seems 

Section 16 Proposed Drilling Lease Area
E. 56th Ave.

Conservatory Green

The Shops at Northfield
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FOR YOUR HOME

kitchens, baths, basements, 
whole house remodels 

303.355.5666
WWW.DIANEGORDONDESIGN.COM

a style for every point of viewTM

30% OFF
303-422-1499

Call today for details or visit us online at 
www.budgetblinds.com

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. Lifetime limited warranties. 
Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 2/28/18.

Budget Blinds–custom window coverings 
that fit your style and budget!

Personal Style Consultants • Thousands of samples from the best brands
“Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds 

Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!

Home or Office 
Window Treatments

PAINTING
• Interiors & Exteriors • Meticulous and Quick
• Faux Finishes • Free Estimates
Mike Ciechanowicz | 303-324-1653 | mbsn7789@q.com
A+ Business Rating with the BBB

Legislators
the minimum wage, is not 
sufficient and they are only 
allowed to work for approx-
imately 800 hours per year. 
I propose an annual salary 
for aides, which will attract 
more talent to the state 
legislature, providing more 
consistent, quality support to 
legislators so we can better 
serve the people of  Colora-
do. 

Rep. James Coleman 
(District 7) 

1. The Colorado Child-
care Contribution Tax 
Credit Renewal—A taxpay-
er who makes a monetary 
contribution to promote childcare in the 
state of  Colorado is allowed an income 
tax credit that is equal to 50% of  the total 
value of  the contribution. This exemption 
is currently available until Jan. 1, 2020. 

The bill extends the credit for five 
years; 

2. Creating a teacher program to 
decrease the teacher 
shortage; 

3. Prohibiting Pre-
vious Salary Questions 
in Recruitment and 
Hiring Practices—Will 
help decrease the wage 
gap between men and 
women and racial dis-
parities in income by 
prohibiting questions 
about previous salary; 

4. Increasing Law 
Enforcement Transpar-

ency—This bill allows 
for the public to request 
investigation records of  
enforcement officials 
after an investigation 

has been executed and completed. 
The release of  this information will 
be done in a manner that protects 
the sensitive personal information of  
those involved; 5. Updating Urban 

Drainage District Election Proce-
dures—This bill seeks to modernize 
the election procedures of  the Urban 
Drainage and Flood 
Control District that 
have not changed since 
1992, bringing them 
into conformity with 
current requirements of  
state law.

Rep. Leslie Herod 
(District 8) 

My work on the Ju-
diciary Committee will 
focus on the drivers of  
mass incarceration and 
dismantling the prison 
industrial complex. 
Additionally, I will work 
to support Speaker 
Crisanta Duran’s bill 
to reauthorize the 
Colorado Civil Rights 
Division. On the Finance Committee 
I will work to ensure that hard-work-
ing families and individuals benefit 

Rep. James Coleman, House Dist. 
7—Includes all of Stapleton and 
the area of Park Hill/East Colfax 
bounded by Magnolia, Syracuse, 
Montview and I-70.

from our state’s fiscal policy. That means 
ensuring that we pass the childcare con-
tribution tax credit and that we protect 

PERA. Mental health and 
substance abuse continues 
to be a pressing issue in 
Colorado and the need for 
services continues to in-
crease. I am very alarmed 
and concerned about 
Colorado’s opioid crisis, 
and I plan to work with 
my colleagues to pass laws 
that will keep overdose 
deaths down and increase 
access to treatment and 
recovery. Additionally, I 

have introduced the Chil-
dren’s Mental Health Act. 
This bill will expand mental 
health treatment services 
for our children and youth. 
Finally, I will work to 
ensure that the internet 

remains free and open to all. That is why 
I am working with Rep. Chris Hansen to 
pass Net Neutrality in Colorado. 

Rep. Leslie Herod, House 
Dist. 8—Includes Park Hill from 
Monaco to Colorado, E. Colfax 
and the area of Stapleton 
bounded by Central Park Blvd., 
E. 28th Ave, Beeler St, and 
Montview.
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NE DENVER/NW AURORA EVENTS
2/1 Thursday—Opening Reception – Mask(ed) –Invi-
tational Curated Exhibition. Art Gym Denver, 1460 Leyden 
St. www.artgymdenver.com/gallery/current-shows/

2/1 to 2/28—One-on-One Technology Appoint-
ments. Personalized tech assistance/instruction from one of 
our experts on your own device or public computer. Call or 
email Sam Gary Branch Library for time to schedule appointment. 
asksamgarylibrary@denverlibrary.org, 720-8650325

2/2 to 2/3—Harry Potter Movie Marathon Lock-In 
at The Cube. 2pm Fri.-10:30am Sat. Kids 2nd-5th grade; all 8 
Harry Potter movies shown with crafts, snacks, activities. Details: 
www.stapletoncommunity.com

2/7 to 2/19—22nd Annual Denver Jewish Film Fes-
tival: Film through a Multicultural Lens. Mizel Arts and 
Cultural Center, evenings 5-10pm. Titles, times, prices: http://mac-
cjcc.org/film-festival

2/11 Sunday—2018 Aurora Symphony Family and 
Children’s Concert: It’s a Fiesta! FREE. 1-3pm. Stanley 
Marketplace, 2501 Dallas St. Hosted by The Hangar at Stanley and 
Aurora Symphony Orchestra. www.aurorasymphony.org

2/11 Sunday—Sam Gary Literary. 2pm. Book club to 
meet at Sam Gary once monthly Sundays and rotate between fic-
tion, nonfiction and reader’s choice selections. Sam Gary Branch 
Meeting Room. First title: All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony 
Doerr

2/19 Monday—That’s My Jam: Harry Potter Trivia. 
New! Monthly themed trivia night starting at Stoney’s Bar and 
Grill. 7pm. Free to play teams of 5 players or less. Hosts: Meghan 
DePonceau & Jeremy Pysher. Prizes & Costume Contest. Lots of 
space but please call to reserve team table: 303.830.6839. www.
facebook.com/events/624251174610009/

2/22 Thursday—Attention Gardeners: From Seed to 
Plant. Class covers germination, seeding methods, planting tech-
niques, how plants grow, photosynthesis, respiration, and impact 
on growth/potential of your garden plants. www.theurbanfarm.org

2/25 Sunday—R.A.D.A. ~ Read. Awareness. Dialogue. 
Action. Book Discussion. 3pm. Sam Gary Library. Topic: 
Legacies and Symbols of White Supremacy. Title: White Rage: The 
Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide by Carol Anderson. Participants 
encouraged, not required, to read book to participate. Safe space 
to discuss issues and movements with respect and compassion. 

3/4 Sunday—Colorado Children’s Chorale Concert- 
A Classical Afternoon. 3-5 pm. Montview Blvd. Presbyterian 
Church, 1980 Dahlia St. Tickets: www.childrenschorale.org

DENVER METRO EVENTS
To 2/14—Downtown Denver Rink at Skyline Park. 
Free ice skating, skates to rent available for minimum charge. 16th 
and Arapahoe, www.downtowndenver.com

2/2 Friday—First Friday Art Walks. Santa Fe Arts Dis-
trict, Tennyson Art Walk, River North (RiNo) Art District, Golden 
Triangle Museum District, Navajo Street Art District. www.denver.
org/things-to-do/denver-arts-culture/denver-art-districts

2/2 to 2/3—Colorado All-State Choir Festival. 500 of 
finest Colo. high school singers in 3 select choirs with 3 of finest 
choral conductors in U.S. Bellco Theater, Colorado Convention 
Center. $12-$18. www.aschoir.com

2/3 Saturday—A Night with Janis Joplin. Paramount 
Theatre, tickets from $39.50 www.anightwithjanisjoplin.com

2/6 to 2/20—New Members Welcome at Last Note 
Singers. Spring rehearsals start 2/6, new members welcome 
thru 2/20. All voices welcome, no audition, seeking basses and 
tenors. $40 dues. www.lastnotesingers.org

2/6 Tuesday—Berlin Philharmonic Wind Quintet 
with Stephen Hough, Piano. 7:30pm. June Swaner Gates 
Concert Hall at Newman Center for Performing Arts, 2344 E. Iliff 
Ave. $40 each, or $10/patrons 30 years old or younger. friendsof-
chambermusic.com or 303.388.9839 

2/9 to 2/11—Monster Jam. Pepsi Center. $20-$50; kids 
2-12 $10. All tickets +$2 day of show. www.monsterjam.com, 
www.pepsicenter.com

2/10 Saturday—Special Olympics Denver Polar 
Plunge. Polar plunge benefits Special Olympics. Aurora Reser-
voir, 11am check in, 1pm plunge. www.specialolympicsco.org

2/14 Wednesday—You Have My Heart, Valentine’s 
Day Celebration. Judges and clergy perform free marriage 
ceremonies for couples. Food/beverages available. Drawings for 
gifts from local businesses, elected officials and other city agencies. 
Marriage licenses $30. 8am-4:30pm. Webb Building, 201 W. Colfax, 
Dept. 101. www.DenverClerkandRecorder.org

2/20 Tuesday—Cocktails for a Cause. Benefits Father Ed 
Judy House. 5:30-9pm, The Cable Center. $15 admission fee and 
donation of suggested item from list on website. www.cocktails-
foracauseco.org

2/23 to 3/4—Denver Restaurant Week. 200+ restau-
rants offer multicourse meals for special pricing. Menus/pricing: 
www.denverrestaurantweek.com

2/24 to 3/4—Colorado Garden and Home Show. 
Colorado Convention Center, Downtown Denver. Flowering 
gardens, 1,400+ booths; spring landscaping, patio/outdoor proj-
ects. $12 online, $10 at door with can goods donation. Ticket 
specials: www.coloradogardenfoundation.org

3/3 to 3/4—Rocky Mountain Train Show. Denver 
Mart, 10am-5pm Sat., 10am-4pm Sun. Adults/kids 12 and over 
$10. Under 12, scouts in uniform and active duty with military 
ID Free. Admission good both days. 451 E 58th Ave. www.rocky-
mountaintrainshow.com

HEALTH, WELLNESS, FITNESS
2/9 Friday—Winter Bike to Work Day. Enjoy fresh 
air/exercise of riding your bike to work. Check website for 
Breakfast Stations and events along your route. https://winter-
biketoworkday.org/

2/24 Saturday—Cupid’s Undie Run. McNichols Civic 
Center Building, 144 W. Colfax, 12pm. Run 2pm. Benefits Chil-
dren’s Tumor Foundation. https://cupids.org

3/3 Saturday—2nd Annual EPIC Diabetes Confer-
ence. Barbara Davis Center and Children’s Diabetes Founda-
tion host EPIC (Empowering Patients for Individualized Care) 
conference for Denver diabetes community and Rocky Mountain 
region to discuss best ways to take care of diabetes physically 
and emotionally. www.epicconferences.org/

3/4 Sunday—Fight for Air Stair Climb. Benefits 
American Lung Assoc. $35 entry fee; $100 minimum fundraising. 
Individual or team. Republic Plaza, 16th and Tremont Entrance. 
www.lung.org

KIDS AND FAMILIES
To 3/31—Be the Astronaut. Interactive space exhibit, 
Wings Over the Rockies Museum. www.wingsmuseum.org

2/1 to 2/22—Star K Kids. Thursdays, 9:30 and 11am; kids 
5 and under. Morrison Nature Center, 16002 E. Smith Rd., Auro-
ra. www.auroragov.org/nature

2/1 to 3/31—Cinderella. Denver Puppet Theater, 3156 W. 
38th Ave. www.denverpuppettheater.com

2/2 Friday—Home Depot Kids Workshop. 9am-12pm. 
FREE how-to clinics first Sat. monthly, 

By Chris Hegstrom and Judith Schwartz

Visit our online calendar
to view more events or submit events 

FrontPorchNE.com > Events

February & Early March Events

BREAK THE YO-YO DIET CYCLE!
Get LASTING weight loss that WORKS with Dr. Angela Tran, DO

Start losing weight 
TODAY when you 

schedule your 
FREE weight loss 

breakthrough session!

Call 303-321-0023 or schedule online at 
WWW.DENVERWEIGHTLOSSCLINIC.COM

*Offer expires 2/28/18

Jessica lost 50 
pounds and has kept 
it off for 3 years.

BONUS: Get a FREE metabolic profi le 
(a $295 value) when you schedule!

303.670.6367    ::   www.BuildingStapleton.com

Since 2003 we have helped our neighbors Buy, Sell, or Build over 350 homes in Stapleton!

If you’re thinking of buying or selling in the next year, call or email us for a FREE Real Estate consultation and
custom valuation of your home. Each homeowner who receives a custom valuation this month will be entered

into a drawing for a $50 Gift Certificate to Punchbowl Social.

Diana Kearns, REALTOR®
ABR, ASP, EcoBroker
Certified Mountain Area Specialist
Cell/Text: 303.598.2076 • Diana@KearnsTeam.com

Michael Kearns, REALTOR®
CRS, GRI, GREEN
Certified Mountain Area SpecialistCertified Mountain Area Specialist
Cell/Text: 303.598.3468 • Michael@KearnsTeam.com

1873 S Bellaire St, #700
Denver, CO 80222

Main: 303.757.7474
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Equal Housing Opportunity
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ages 5-12. Get Home Depot apron, wooden 
project and project pin. Metro-area Home De-
pot stores. www.homedepot.com

2/3 Saturday—Love to Print: Kids’ 
Valentine Card Workshop. Ink Lounge. 
1-3:30pm. $30 (materials/snack) for kids 6-12 to 
draw and screen print own set of 30 valentines 
with envelopes. http://inklounge.com/workshops.
html

2/4 Sunday—Junior Rangers. age 6-12, 
1:30-3pm. Learn about plants/animals of Star 
K Ranch. RSVP required, 303.326.8650, www.
aurora.gov/nature

2/6 to 2/27—Story Time for Pre-
schoolers. Every Tues. 10:30am. Meet other 
families; stay afterwards to browse shelves 
and play in our playhouse. Free. The Bookies 
Bookstore, 4315 E. Mississippi Ave. 303.759.1117, 
info@thebookies.com. www.thebookies.com

2/6 to 2/27—Little Wings Club. Tuesdays 
in Feb. 11-11:45am, kids 11 and under and their 
adults. Space-themed story and craft. Free with 
admission. www.wingsmuseum.org

2/6 to 2/27—Tuesdays in February 
Four Mile Historic Park Small Settlers. 
Ages 2-5 accompanied by parent/caregiver. 
9-10am. $5/child, adults free; members free. 715 
S. Forest St. Advance register: 720.865.0814 
or education@fourmilepark.org, www.four-
milepark.org

2/9 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park 
Hay Bales and Tall Tales. 12-1pm. Free 
with admission. 715 S. Forest St. www.four-
milepark.org

2/9 to 2/10—John Williams: An Amer-
ican Journey. 7:30pm. Boettcher Concert 
Hall. www.coloradosymphony.org

2/10 Saturday—80’s/90’s Dance at the 
Hanger. All ages fun featuring music from that 
time, retro arcade, karaoke, Rubik’s cube and 
Bop It competitions, break dancing performance. 
Period dress suggested; prizes for best outfits; 
tastings from Denver’s top caterers, cash bar. 
$25/members, $30 nonmembers. www.wingsmu-
seum.org

2/17 Saturday—Cockpit Demo Day. 
Wings Over the Rockies Museum, Lowry. www.
wingsmuseum.org

2/17 Saturday—Young Eagles Flight 
Experience. Free flights for kids ages 8-17 3rd 
Sat. monthly, 8am-12pm. Wings Over the Rock-
ies at Centennial Airport. RSVP required. www.
wingsmuseum.org

(continued from page 19) 2/20 Tuesday—Orchestra Squared- 
Young Artists Orchestra and Colorado 
Symphony Side by Side. 7:30pm. FREE 
but tickets required, available at Boettcher box 
office or thru DYAO. General admission seating. 
Boettcher Concert Hall. www.coloradosympho-
ny.org

2/24 to 2/28—Inside the Orchestra’s 
Tiny Tots Performances. Kids sit on 
the floor surrounded by 30+ piece orchestra. 
45-minute program. Special guests from Kim 
Robards Dance and Central City Opera. 9:30am 
and 10:45am 2/24 at Stanley Marketplace, 2/28 
at Temple Emanuel. www.insidetheorchestra.org/
tiny-tots-events

2/24 to 2/25—Sorcerer’s Apprentice 
and Sleeping Beauty Tea Party. Ballet 
Ariel performs Sorcerer’s Apprentice and Sleep-
ing Beauty Suite. 3pm at Cleo Parker Robinson 
Theatre, 119 Park Ave. W. $10/kids. $15/adults 
for ballet only; $25 for kids and adults for ballet 
with tea party. www.balletariel.org, 303.945.4388 

LECTURES, CLASSES,  
INFORMATIONAL EVENTS
Feb. — Mar. Schlessman library photo 
project registration. Seniors 55+, if you 
could save one photo, what would it be and 
why? Attend four sessions 4/13 – 5/11.  Register 
at https://www.denverlibrary.org/event/photog-
raphy-and-memory-series 

2/3 Saturday—SpiritCon -Unity in 
our Diversity for Better World: Spirit 
Matters. Come for a spirit-filled day organized 
by Park Hill United Methodist Church, Temple 
Micah and Masjid Taqwa/NE Denver Islamic Cen-
ter. 5209 Montview Blvd. Starts 9am. Keynote 
address by Mayor Hancock 12:45pm. Childcare 
for pre-registered ages 1-10. Food for purchase. 
Cheri 303.360.5114, Chris 303.725,6783, Jenelle 
303.246.6344. $20. https://spiritcon2018-tickets.
eventbrite.com, https://www.phumc.org

Active Minds (Free)–www.ActiveMinds.com

2/1 Thursday—Yemen. The Grove at 
Stapleton, 2980 N. Syracuse. 2-4pm, program 
2:30pm. 

2/8 Thursday—The Music of Frank 
Sinatra. 6:45-7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 
Roslyn St. 720.865.0325. 

2/22 Thursday—North Korea. 6:45-
7:45pm. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 
720.865.0325. 

2/27 Tuesday—Muhammad Ali. 5-6pm. 

and their adults. How animals use song, dance and 
play to attract a valentine; play act and valentine 
craft. 10-11am. 

2/11 Sunday—The Masked Bandit. 
10-10:45am. Learn about black-footed ferret in 
Refuge ferret exhibit; naturalist-led program, RSVP 
required. 

2/17 Saturday—Wildlife Viewing Tours. 
9:30-11:30am. Naturalist-led bus tour thru refuge 
to view bald eagles, bison, coyotes, deer, raptors, 
etc. Repeats 2/24. RSVP required. 

THEATRE & PERFORMANCE  
To 2/3—Rumors. Spotlight Theatre Company 
at John Hand Theater. www.thisisspotlight.com

To 2/24—Detroit 67. Curious Theatre Com-
pany, 1080 Acoma St. www.curioustheatre.org

To 2/10—Hedwig and the Angry Inch. 
Aurora Fox Theater, 9900 E. Colfax Ave. www.
aurorafoxartscenter.org

To 2/18—Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and 
Grill. Vintage Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., Aurora 
Cultural Arts District. www.vintagetheatre.org

To 2/25—American Mariachi. Stage Theatre, 
Denver Center for the Performing Arts, 14th and 
Curtis. www.denvercenter.org

To 3/3—Spotlight Theatre Presents Neil 
Simon’s Rumors. John Hand Theater, Lowry. 
www.thisisspotlight.org

To 5/6—Sense and Sensibility. Arvada Cen-
ter, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd. www.arvadacenter.org

2/2 to 3/11—Sleuth. Vintage Theatre, 1468 
Dayton St. www.vintagetheatre.org

2/16 to 2/18—Cabaret Series: Love and 
Other Stuff. Sharon Kay White. 7:30pm. Aurora 
Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. Colfax Ave. www.aurora-
foxartscenter.org

2/23 to 3/18—Real Women Have 
Curves. Aurora Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. Colfax 
Ave. www.aurorafoxartscenter.org

2/16 to 2/25—Romeo and Juliet by Col-
orado Ballet. Ellie Caulkins Opera House. $30-
$155. www.coloradoballet.org, 303.837.8888.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Ronald McDonald Family Rooms at 
Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children. At 
Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Hospital for once-a-week 
commitment, 6-month minimum. www.ronald-
house.org under “How You Can Help” for info.

Reading Volunteers Needed. For students 
in K-8 grade. 1 hour, 1 student, 1x week. During 
school hours. julie@partnersinliteracy.org or 
303.316.3944 ext. 241.

Project Worthmore. Nonprofit organization 
of committed community members give, volunteer, 
mentor, befriend refugee neighbors. 1532 Galena 
St., Ste. 380. 720.460.1393

Single Volunteers of Greater Denver. 
Volunteer, not-for-profit singles group, meet others 
and assist nonprofit organizations for events/activi-
ties. www.svgd.org

STANLEY MARKETPLACE | STAPLETONDENTAL.COM | 303-399-1488
SMILE

WANT TO 
HEAL FASTER?

Anxiety, depression, PTSD, 
and other struggles are often 
the result of past emotional 
wounds. Why meet once a 
week for months or years 

when you can work through 
these wounds in days or a few 

weekends in a private,  
intensive therapy retreat?

Trauma Resolution Colorado 
Todd Harrison, LPC 

720-384-3498

390 S. Potomac Way, Suite C 
Aurora, CO 80012 

traumaresolutioncolorado.org 

In Business
for 23 Years HOUSE CLEANING

Stapleton and Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Window Washing • Carpet Cleaning • Bonded

& Insured • Offices/Apts./Homes • Park Hill Resident • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690 or 303-719-2456

Tattered Cover 2526 E. Colfax. 303.322.7727 

3/1 Thursday—Attention Gardeners! 
Developing a Plan for Planting and 
Growing. Maximize garden space with planting 
techniques, season extension, companion planting 
with sustainability and organic gardening. $20. 
3/1, 4/19. 6pm. The Urban Farm, 10200 Smith Rd. 
www.theurbanfarm.org

MUSEUMS
2/15 Thursday—Science Lounge. Denver 
Museum of Nature & Science 3rd Thursdays. 
Adult evening with different theme monthly. 6:30-
9:30pm. $10/members; $12/nonmembers. www.
dmns.org

2/23 Friday—Denver Art Museum Unti-
tled Final Fridays. 6-10pm. Adult/kids evening 
out final Friday monthly. www.denverartmuseum.
org

2/23 Friday—Séance at the House of 
Lions. Molly Brown House, 7-9pm. $20. 1340 
Pennsylvania St. Recommended ages 16+. 6-10pm. 
www.mollybrownhouse.org

MUSEUMS—FREE DAYS
2/2 and 3/2 Friday—Museo de las 
Americas Free First Fridays. SCFD Free 
day. 861 Santa Fe. www.museo.org

2/2 to 2/23—Clyfford Still Museum Free 
Friday Evening. 5-8pm. SCFD Free day. www.
clyffordstillmuseum.org

2/3 and 3/3 Saturday—Counterterror-
ism Education Learning Lab. SCFD Free 
day. 99 W. 12th Ave. www.thecell.org

2/3 and 3/3 Saturday—Denver Art Mu-
seum. www.denverartmuseum.org

2/3 and 3/3 Saturday—Denver Fire-
fighters Museum. SCFD Free days. www.
denverfirefightersmuseum.org

2/4 to 2/5—Denver Zoo. SCFD Free day. 
www.denverzoo.org

2/6 Tuesday—Children’s Museum Free 
Target Tuesday. 4-8pm. www.cmdenver.org

2/9 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park. 
SCFD Free day. www.fourmilepark.org

2/12 Monday—Denver Museum of Na-
ture & Science. SCFD Free day. www.dmns.org

2/18 to 2/19—Denver Botanic Gardens. 
SCFD Free day. www.botanicgardens.org

2/23 Friday—Clyfford Still Museum. 
SCFD Free day. www.clyffordstillmuseum.org

NATURE AND OUTDOORS
www.fws.gov/refuge/rocky_mountain_arsenal for 
all the listed programs

2/3 Saturday—Falcon Frenzy. 10-11pm, 
presented by Natures Educators. 4 live falcons; 
learn why they are the “fighter jets” of bird world 
in auditorium program. 

2/8 Thursday—Wild Valentine. Ages 2-5 
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Select your wash.

Introducing the 

Autowash
Unlimited App 

Wash when you want,

as often as you want!

Just $35/month w
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4801 Monaco St • dartauto.com • 303-296-1188








Himalayan Salt Stone  
or Hot Stone Massage  
Valentine’s Gift Card

$1O OFF* SAVE* $2O
Valentine’s Day  

Spa Gift  
Packages

Valentine’s Day is  
Wednesday, February 14th

*$10 OFF valid for a guest-priced one-hour Hot Stone Massage or Himalayan Salt Stone Massage gift card. Not valid toward Introductory Offers. SAVE $20 with Spa Gift 
Package purchase at guest pricing excluding series packages. Rates and services may vary by location. Offers may not be combined. Offer Expires: 2-15-2018. Sessions 

include time for consultation and dressing. Independently Owned & Operated.  ©2018 Hand & Stone Corp. Franchises Available.

Northfield Stapleton | 303-574-0150 
8370 Northfield Blvd. • Suite 1775

Next to Victoria’s Secret
M A S S A G E  A N D  F A C I A L  S P A

®

Some of the structure for widening Central Park Blvd. bridge is already in place.

By John Fernandez

The start of  construction to widen 
the Central Park Blvd. bridge over 
the A Line rail corridor has been 

delayed toearly spring. With an estimated 
12 months of  construction, the opening 
of  a widened bridge is now more than 
a year away. The project was originally 
slated to begin in November; however, 
the city and RTD have been searching for 
ways to minimize closure of  the com-
muter and freight rail operations that will 
be required when construction activity 
occurs close to the overhead power lines 
that serve the A Line. 

One option was to construct an “iso-
lation switch” that would minimize the 
length of  a “bus bridge” that would be 
activated when overhead power lines have 
to be shut down for worker safety. The 
bus bridge simply substitutes bus service 
for the A Line service, meaning commut-
ers would be ferried by bus to the next sta-
tion, where they can resume their trip by 
rail. Without an isolation switch, the bus 
bridge will be required for all commuter 

CPB Bridge Widening Delayed

rail service east of  the 40th and Colorado 
station out to DIA.

RTD spokesperson Laurie Huff  said, 
“RTD asked Denver Transit Partners 
[RTD’s A Line concessionaire] to pre-
pare a proposal to install an overhead 
power sectionalizing switch to facilitate 

the bridge construction with a shorter bus 
bridge. The agency prepared an internal 
cost estimate, and it received an estimate 
from DTP for that work that was econom-
ically unfeasible because it was several 
times the amount of  the internal cost 
estimate. RTD decided along with Park 
Creek Metro District (PCMD), which 
is building the bridge, to decline DTP’s 
proposal and proceed with the longer bus 
bridge.” 

(PCMD is the special district respon-
sible for regional infrastructure construc-
tion in Stapleton.) 

PCMD spokesperson Tom Gleason 
says the number of  A 
Line shutdowns “has not 
been determined but 
estimates are no more 
than 20 will be required.” 
Huff  anticipates the line 
closures and bus bridges 
will take place mainly at 
night because of  longer 
headways (fewer trains) 
and to take advantage of  
the window between 1:30 
and 3:30am when trains 
are not running. She said 
freight traffic will be re-

stricted during construction activities over 
the Union Pacific tracks “but probably 
will not require complete shutdowns be-
cause they don’t have the overhead power 
issues that RTD has.”

The $8.4 million bridge-widening 
project will complete the last 0.65 mile of  
planned improvements for Central Park 
Blvd. The new section will be a mirror 
image of  what exists now, i.e., two lanes 
of  southbound traffic plus a wide multi-
use path. In addition to providing more 
roadway capacity, it will eliminate the 
lane shifting that has been required on the 
approaches from 36th and 40th avenues. 
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Convenient new Park Hill location just blocks from McAuliffe  
International School. Brace yourself for a beautiful smile!

303-498-0351 | www.nestmaneng.com | 2206 Kearney St

Board-Certified Orthodontic  
Specialists for Children and Adults

  Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson  
303.886.6606  |  www.wolfe-epperson.com

Selling Stapleton since take-off! 

Spring Market Is Coming
The Wolfe & Epperson Team

9004 Martin Luther King Blvd
Stapleton

SOLD

*Represented Buyer 

9548-9550 W 56th Pl
Arvada
$599,500
SOLD
3+1 Bed, 2 Bath, 1,992 Sq Ft Each Side 
Perfect opportunity to grow 
wealth through ownership of 
income property.
 

8276 E 28th Dr
Stapleton

SOLD

2519 Dahlia St
Park Hill
$699,500
UNDER CONTRACT
Beautiful 2 story with 3 + 1 beds, 
2.5 baths, 2,801 finished square 
feet and 2 car garage. East High 
boundary.

6098 Beller Crt 
Stapleton-Beeler Park

SOLD
New Construction

*Represented Buyer **Building Rendering

8942 E 29th Pl
Stapleton

SOLD
 

*Represented Buyer 

9034 E 51st Ave
Stapleton
$699,900
SOLD
4 Bed, 4 Bath, 2,254 + Fin Sq Ft 
Highly upgraded Standard 
Pacific Larkspur model overlooks 
the Prairie Meadow Greenway 
with mountain views.

WE have Coming Soons! Contact us TODAY for more info and market timing.

By Courtney Drake-McDonough

Growing up, John Stephan had the 
best of  city and country life. While 
living on the North Shore of  Chi-

cago, he frequently helped on his grandpar-
ents’ dairy and produce farm. His grand-
mother, who was of  German and Dutch 
decent, would often send Stephan to the 
neighborhood butcher to pick up items. “I 
grew up with something that a lot of  people 
haven’t,” says Stephan. “(Butchery) is one 
of  the trades we see less and less of.” It is, 
in part, the respect for the craft of  butchery 
that led the Stapleton resident to open The 
Juniper Pig, a culinary butchery and char-
cuterie in the Stanley Marketplace. 

All of  The Juniper Pig’s animal products 
are sourced from producers whose animals 
are pasture-raised, and are antibiotic and 
hormone-free. Almost all are Colorado 
companies. “When we look for the produc-
ers, we look at the animal husbandry—how 
humane their practices are in the raising 
of  their livestock, where those animals are 
slaughtered, what’s the level of  the certifi-

cation—so we try to honor that all the way 
through the process,” says Stephan.

“When you make a conscious decision 
to avoid supplementing feed with antibiot-
ics and other hormones to increase those 
weight gains, that market weight is less—
you’re going to get less for that animal. So 
the cost-per-pound to raise that animal 
is significantly higher than your average 
factory farm,” Stephan says. That cost 
gets passed to the consumer, but Stephan 
and his team feel the flavor, quality, health 
factors and respect for the animal make it 
worth it for the consumer.

Stephan’s appreciation for and under-
standing of  animals started on his family’s 
farm. That time also influenced his career 
choice to become a veterinarian, specializ-
ing in surgery, a job he continues to do full-
time. “All vets are trained in public health 
with animals and epidemiology, which I see 
as an extension of  the respect for the ani-
mal I learned in my youth,” Stephan says. 
As a veterinarian, he is very conscious that 
his patient group of  dogs and cats doesn’t 

have the ability to reason or fully under-
stand their illness. “I view that as a greater 
challenge as a diagnostician than working 
with people who do have the ability to rea-
son, talk to you and explain,” he says. 

While some may find it ironic that a 
veterinary surgeon owns a butcher shop, 

Stephan disagrees. “Over 
the millennia, mankind has 
utilized animals for food 
products. I think veteri-
narians, as a group, have 
an extremely high level of  
understanding of  the use of  
animals and the respect of  
them. So what better per-
son to help act as a filter to 
find the producers out there 
that are trying to do the 
right thing, trying to bring 
their product to the family 
dinner table and doing it in 
the right way.”

The Juniper Pig offers 
whole-animal butchery, dry-
aged meats, house-made 

deli meats and sausages and rotisserie items 
including whole chickens, pork porchetta 
and roasted vegetables. Sandwiches, salads 
and rotisserie items are available to go and 
all items can be pre-ordered, packaged 
and ready to pick up for people on the go. 
While Stephan works primarily behind the 
scenes, The Juniper Pig team has three on-
site staffers who all have culinary training 
as well as butchery expertise and can offer 
ideas and tips for preparation. 

Stephan and his team want to become 
the neighborhood butcher, getting to know 
customers and their tastes and needs. They 
also plan to offer classes and demonstra-
tions in sausage-making and butchery, not 
only to help customers, but to pass on his 
appreciation of  old-world techniques. 

“I truly look at butchery as a craft,” says 
Stephan. “It has been taught that way in 
other countries with a high level of  respect 
and precision like the Germans, Italians 
and French. It’s truly a craft and we’re 
trying to honor that.”

Contact The Juniper Pig at 
720.328.8930. 

Left: Spencer Caine checks the ready-to-eat meat and vegetables in 
the shop’s rotisserie. Juniper Pig also offers fresh sandwiches and 
salads.

Above: The shop’s state-of-the-art meat ageing cabinet features a 
wall of pink Himalayan sea salt. Preserves such as apricot with sage 
honey and peach with lavender from a Colorado farm are visible on 
the far wall of the shop.

The staff of Juniper Pig (left to right) Brent Petty, owner Dr. John Stephan, Brett Wenger and Spencer 
Caine peer through their climate-controlled display case. Meats are pasture raised and antibiotic and 
hormone free. The staff has expertise in both culinary arts and butchering.

New “Old-fashioned” Butcher  
Shop Offers Pasture-raised Meats
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720.941.1778
4500 E. Ninth Ave, Ste 300, Denver, CO 80220

www.SapphirePediatrics.com

Compassionate, state-of-the-art healthcare for your children

Small    
Personable    
Perfect

   

Children’s Eye Physicians

    

  
  

   

  
 

 
 

     

    

  
  

    

   

  

    

  

    

    Colorado Family 
Eye Centers

  
 

Stapleton

ColoradoFamilyEye.com

CEPcolorado.com

EyeAlignmentColorado.com

     

    

Colorado Center 
for Eye Alignment

    

   

  

    

  

    

      
 

  
 

Our family is growing!

Now we offer even more 
comprehensive eye care 
services to families in the
Stapleton area. Still great
service. Still locally owned.  

303 597 1640
2373 Central Park Blvd
Suite 102
Denver, CO  80238

Your vision is our mission

Formerly Stapleton Family Eye / Optical

Amanda Huston, OD, FAAO
Pediatric and

Family Optometry

New DDS Principal Brings Passion 
for Project-Based Learning

PIANO LESSONS
My approach offers a more 
expansive experience of the piano. 

Allow me to share 
my love for music!
Voicemail 303-530-5608

www.ShareenMusic.com

In your home or my studio

By Melinda Pearson

Denver Discovery School has chosen a new leader, 
in the wake of  several months of  instability. Pam 
Kirk comes to the Stapleton middle school with 

nearly five years of  experience as the leader of  Asbury 
Elementary, in south Denver, which was a great training 
ground for the 15-year Denver Public Schools veteran.

“Some of  the work we did at Asbury was to take 
a very traditional elementary school and make it less 
traditional. We brought in project-based learning. We 
received a significant grant from the Gates Foundation 
to do personalized learning,” said Kirk. “And in the last 
year and a half  we’ve done a lot of  work with equity.”

Kirk says that she was interested in the principalship 
at DDS because she was ready for a new challenge and 
because she believes in small middle schools and proj-
ect-based learning. 

“I really believe it’s important for families to have 
choices,” said Kirk. Her own children went to a small 
middle school, and one of  her daughters pursued proj-
ect-based learning at a small college in Canada.

DDS is the only school in the zone and one of  very 
few middle schools in DPS that takes project-based 
learning as its focus, said Kirk. In project-based learn-
ing, “teachers come up with a guiding question that 
aligns all of  the work that comes through that piece,” 
she said. Students bring in multiple disciplines – lan-
guage arts, science, math – to address the guiding 
question, and the work involves real-world, hands-on 
experiences. 

Third graders at Asbury, for example, Skyped with 
experts in Montana, read fiction and nonfiction and put 
together a culminating project about wolves in answer 
to the question “Is the big bad wolf  really bad?” Middle 
schoolers pursue more sophisticated projects, but ones 
that are equally engaging and multidisciplinary.

While DDS has had its share of  challenges this year, 
Kirk is open-eyed and ready to address them. “My goal 
for the next few months is to really build those systems 
and structures that we all need to have in place,” she 
said. She is already working on staffing, communica-
tion and school culture, and feels that already there are 
“significant changes that you’ll see…in the classrooms. 
Students really know the expectations as they walk into 
classrooms.”

Getting the budget under control is also a priority 
and an area that Kirk is comfortable with, “Asbury is 
also a very small school…so I’ve done budgets. I know 
how to get a little dollar out of  a rock if  need be, and 
how to shift things around.”

The budget will help guide decisions about the 
schedule and electives. A recent community survey 

about those issues yielded mixed results, with about half  
the respondents saying to keep the longer school day of  
8:00 to 4:00 and another half  preferring a shorter 8:00 
to 3:00 day and some voting to keep all of  the electives 
while others suggesting a variety of  changes.

Kirk says she will meet with the Collaborative School 

Committee and with staff  to make decisions on these 
and other issues. “A big part of  this is for everyone to be 
included. It’s not my decision,” she said. She wants “to 
really work with everyone, not just in this decision, but in 
all decisions. I am not ‘Marge-in-charge.’ I am someone 
who needs collaboration.”

New DDS Principal Pam Kirk be-
gan full time at Denver Discovery 
School on January 29. For those 
interested in meeting her and 
learning more about her vision of 
project-based learning at a small 
middle school, an open house will 
be held on February 8 at 5pm. 



February 2018          24        Front Porch – NE Denver

Experience the excitement of our  

Summer Adventure Club where imaginations 

are free to run wild. Get ready for 

engineering design challenges, discoveries, 

outdoor exploration and more. It’s going to 

be one epic summer. Fun for ages 5 – 10. 
 
Join us for an Open House on 
Saturday, March 24th  
from 10am – 12pm 
 
Enroll now, spots are filling fast! 
 
 
 
 
Learn more at PrimroseSummer.com 

March 26 – 30, 2018 

Primrose School at Stapleton 
2501 Syracuse Street  | 303.322.7200 | PrimroseStapleton.com 

2018 Front Porch Guide to Summer Camps2018 Tennis Camp with Coach Wilson 
and Coach Munroe. 6/4-6/8 and 6/11-6/15, Ten-
tatively at Stapleton courts, Montview at Syracuse. 
Coach Jenny Wilson: munroejmm@gmail.com

24th Annual Denver Rocky Mountain 
Chess Camps. 6/4-8 and 7/9-11. Full-, half-day 
options, 9am-4pm. 8:1 staff/student ratio. Score-
keeping, etiquette, tournament prep, logical thinking 
and strategic planning. Also 2-day workshops, 
tournaments, follow-up classes. Learn from National 
Chess Master/author. 303.770.6696, www.Colora-
doMasterChess.com

24th Annual Cleo Parker Robinson Inter-
national Summer Dance Institute. Chil-
dren’s Summer Camp, “One Spirit, Many Voices,” 
6/18-6/22 and 6/25-6/29. Ages 3-13. Experience art 
and culture from around the world, dance activities, 
arts/crafts. Dance Intensive- ages 14+ 7/7-7/20. 
Domestic/global dance instruction/technique and 
genres pre-professional to professional. Cleo Parker 
Robinson Dance, 119 Park Ave. W. isdi@cleopark-
erdance.org 303.295.1579 ext. 17. www.cleoparker-
dance.org/academy

Air Force Academy Sports Camps. Full 
range of camps boys/girls ages 8+: swimming, 
gymnastics, baseball, basketball, lacrosse, volleyball, 
cheerleading, cross country/track, diving, fencing, 
hockey, golf and tennis. Overnight/day options. 
goairforcefalcons.com/camps

Altitude Youth Ultimate. Ultimate Frisbee: 
Disc fundamentals, athletic skills, rules and team-
work/sportsmanship. New and experienced players; 
includes lunch. Late June and mid-July: Mon–Thur. 
Ages 7-11 half-day 9am-1pm; 10-14 and 13-16 
camps 9am-4pm. $275 full day/$115 half day. Den-
ver/Boulder locations. www.altitudeyouthultimate.
org, Jeff@altitudeyouthultimate.org

Art Garage Visual Art Camps. Weeklong, 
age-appropriate classes encourage artistic expres-
sion, art appreciation/imagination. Ages 3-18. Ce-
ramics, drawing, painting, collage, mixed-media. Small 
classes. Mon-Fri, June 4-Aug 17. Park Hill, 6100 E. 
23rd Ave. info@artgaragedenver.com, 303.377.2353, 
www.ArtGarageDenver.com

Art Students League of Denver. Drawing, 
painting, ceramics, mixed media, sculpture. AM and 
PM camps. 303.778.6990, asld.org

Arvada Center Summer Arts Camps. 
Theater, visual arts, dance, ceramics, music, creative 
writing, storytelling, photography. www.arvadacen-
ter.org, 720.898.7200

Augustana Lutheran Church Vacation 
Bible School. Kids starting1st to leaving 5th 
grade. Week of singing, crafts, games and faith. www.
augustanadenver.org, 303.388.4678. Augustana 
Lutheran Church, 5000 E. Alameda Ave. 

Avid4 Adventure. Biking, climbing, paddling, hik-

ing all abilities entering pre-K-7th. Build confidence, 
learn to take positive risks and develop outdoor 
skills. www.avid4.com, 800.977.9873. Use code: 
FRONTPORCH to save $15

Bike Camp. 2-week camp teaches to be safe, 
responsible bike rider.bikestogether.org. Bikes 
Together, 2825 Fairfax St. 

Bladium Kids Camps. Highly active week 
camps; full- or half-day. 2400 Central Park Blvd. 
303.320.3033, denverkids@bladium.com, bladium-
denver.com/youth-kids/kids-camps

Bluff Lake Nature Center Summer 
Camp. Half- and full-day outdoor nature camps. 
Sessions 6/4-8/17. www.blufflake.org.

Bounce Summer Camp. Half day camps with 
parkour, gymnastics, team building, sports, fitness, 
obstacle courses. K-3: 8am-12pm, Grades 4-8:12:30-
4:30pm. Weekly: 6/4-8/13. $200/wk. www.bounce-
stapleton.com, robin@bouncestapleton.com 
Butterfly Pavilion Summer Camps. Day 
and weeklong programing of nature, science, 
exploration, inquiry, art, play. Ages 5-10. 2-hour mini 
camps, half-day and full-day camps Jun–Aug. www.
butterflies.org

Camp Chief Ouray (CCO). Traditional over-
night camp ages 7-17. In cabins with 2 college-aged 
counselors and 6-9 kids same gender/age. Low 
staff-to-camper ratio. 5,100 acres of mountains, 
valleys, streams. meadows. Ages 15-18 can do 
Leader-in-Training, Counselor-in-Training, Wran-
gler-in-Training and Wilderness Leadership. www.
campchiefouray.org/

Camp Granite Lake. Sleep Away Camp. Sailing, 
rock climbing, woodworking, horseback riding, ca-
noeing, ceramics, SUP, backpacking, archery, culinary 
arts. 135-acre mountain property, private 8-acre 
lake in Coal Creek Canyon. Supportive, unplugged 
community. 2-week sessions campers finishing 
2nd-9th grade. ACA Accredited, CDHS licensed. 
Discounts, payment plans, scholarships available. 
campgranitelake.com, 720.249.2997

Camp McAuliffe. Volleyball, cooking, emerging 
artists, acting, math, robotics, futsal. Ages 10-14. AM/
PM sessions. www.McAuliffe.dpsk12.org. Limited 
scholarships for families needing assistance. Brandi 
Wright: brandi_wright@dpsk12.org to apply.

Camp Timberline. Christian sports and moun-
tain adventure camps in Estes Park. Overnight camp 
ages 7-18: weeklong sessions by age groups. Beyond 
Timberline ages 13-18: weeklong backpacking trips. 
SHIFT for juniors and seniors: 2-week adventure/
service program. Outta Bounds Day Camp along 
Front Range, K-6th and 5th-8th grades: weeklong 
sports/adventure program: 10 different locations. 
www.camptimberline.com. 970.484.8462, 0ffice@
camptimberline.com

Ceramics in the City Art Camps. Ages 6 

& up. Glass Fusing, Clay, Pottery, Canvas, Mixing 
Media. Mon-Thurs 9-11am. Fun, new techniques to 
strengthen creativity and confidence. $25/day. See 
our summer ArtPass. Parkhill/Mayfair. www.ceramic-
sinthecity.com, 303.200.0461. 5214 E. Colfax Ave.

City of Aurora Summer Camps. Arts and 
music, cooking, craft and hobbies, drama, golf. 
Various Aurora locations. Ages 3-14. Descriptions, 
cost and age: www.auroragov.org/recreation, 
303.326.8560

City of Aurora Theatre Camps. Various 
Aurora locations. Half days. Little Foxes ages 7-11; 
Percy Jackson, Super Heroes and Alice in Won-
derland. Teen Camps 11-17; The Hunger Games, A 
Wrinkle in Time and Musical Theatre Camp “Won-
derful World of Disney” Registration open 4/13. 
auroragov.org/recreation, 303.326.8650.

City of Commerce City Parks and Rec-
reation Summer Camps. Full-day camps 
with swimming and field trips weekly. Astronomy, 
horseback riding, paddle boarding, urban farming. 
State-licensed; CCAP-approved. Low child/staff 
ratios. Ages 6-10 and 11-15. 6060 E. Parkway Dr., 
Commerce City. 303.289.3659, c3gov.com/camp

CodeSpire Coding Summer Camps. STEM 
camps offer hands-on coding of apps, video games, 
Minecraft, robots, drones, circuits, micro-processors 
and wearable electronics. Ages 8-18. 303.381.3741. 

3401 Quebec St, Ste 5010. www.CodeSpire.org, Code-
SpireInfo@gmail.com

Colorado Academy Summer Programs. Kids 
4 and up. Before-/after-care available. Catalog: www.
coloradoacademysummer.org

Colorado Ballet Academy Summer Pro-
grams. All ages. Cost varies re participating 
weeks. Colorado Ballet Academy, 1075 Santa Fe Dr. 
303.339.1623, www.coloradoballet.org

Colorado Rapids Youth Soccer Summer 
Camps. Ages 5-18, June-Aug. Cost varies per camp. 
Skills development: beginning fundamentals to elite 
player evolution. Stapleton, Lowry or Dick’s Sporting 
Goods Park. www.rapidsyouthsoccer.org, 303.399.5858

CorePower Yoga Kids Camp for Ages 5-10. 
2 1-week sessions for kids 5-10. Session 1: 7/16-20; 
session 2: 7/23-29. Both M-F 1:30-4pm. $189 paid 
on/before 6/30; $199 after. Yoga basics and breath, 
movement, concentration and meditation. Each session 
with stories/myths of the practice, games, move-
ment, fun. CorePower Yoga Stapleton: 7485 E. 29th Pl. 
303.377.7444, stapleton@corepoweryoga.com

CorePower Yoga, Strength and Condition-
ing Camp. 1-week yoga, strength and conditioning 
camp. 7/9-7/13 for females ages12-16. $189 paid on/
before 6/30; $199 after. M-F from 1:30-4pm.Yoga basics 
with stories about finding inner strength and train for 
whatever life to offer (tailored for dancers, athletes and 

SPREE Summer Camps
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303.922.7288, www.denverfencingcenter.com/camps.
html

Denver Film Society Young Filmmakers 
Workshop. Learn to make movies, collaborate with 
young filmmakers, work with industry professionals, 
show your film on big screen. Scholarships available. 
303.595.3456, denverfilm.org

Denver Museum of Nature & Science. 
Weeklong half-day to weeklong full-day camps. Ages 
4-grade 6. www.dmns.org. 303.370.6455

Denver School of the Arts. Grades 3-12. Dance, 
vocal music, theatre, visual arts. DSA campus, Mont-
view and Quebec. www.dsa.dpsk12.org. Tracy Holt: 
tracy_holt@dpsk12.org 

Denver Zoo Camp Summer Safari 2018. 
Weeklong day camps pre-K-8th grade. Animal lovers 
enjoy hands-on activities, zoo exploration, animal en-
counters/observations, crafts, games, stories, projects. 
www.denverzoo.org

Digistars Make-a-Movie Workshop. Week-
long full-day camps June-Aug., grades 1-8. Claymation 
and live action moviemaking using green screen tech-
nology. Production process is Hands-on, kid-driven, 
collaborative. Instructors are professional filmmakers 
or film students. Class size limited. Register early for 
best rate: DigistarsWorkshop.com

Dream BIG Day Camp. 1-3-6-9 weeks of team/
individual sports, performing arts, arts/crafts. 6:1 
ratios. Carnival, Western, Space, World Cup Soccer 
Days, rocketry, rock climbing, yoga and waterslides. 
www.dreambigdaycamp.com

DU P.A.S.S. Camp. 1-week summer camps: soc-
cer, rock climbing, swimming, gymnastics, dance, flag 
football. Univ. of Denver. 303.871.3908, recreation@
du.edu, www.du.edu/ritchiecenter/youthprograms/
passcamp

DU Sports Camps. Univ. of Denver camps for 
boys/girls, variety of ages: basketball, soccer, gymnas-
tics, hockey, tennis, volleyball, lacrosse. Overnight and 
day camp options. Cost varies, multiple dates. www.
denverpioneers.com/camps

Ensemble Theatre Company. Five 1-week 
musical theatre camps beginners to experienced per-
formers. 6/13-17, 6/20-24, 7/11-15, 7/18-22, 8/1-5. Ages 
7-15. Details: ensembletheatrecompanyetc.com or 
info@ensembletheatrecompanyetc.com.

First Tee of Denver Summer Junior Golf 
Programs. Instruction for kids all ability levels ages 
4 and up. www.thefirstteeofdenver.com

Four Mile Camp on Cherry Creek. Weeklong 
day camp, history-centered activities, wood-stove 
cooking, quilt-making, with outdoor exploration of 
Cherry Creek ecosystems and critters. 6/18-22 and 
7/16-20. 9am-3pm. $300/camper, (optional before/
after care and half-day sessions available); FMHP 
member discount. Four Mile Historic Park, 715 S. 

(continued on page 26)

2018 Front Porch Guide to Summer Camps
those wanting to find strength). Application required. 
Space limited. CorePower Yoga Stapleton: 7485 E. 
29th Pl. 303.377.7444, dakini@corepoweryoga.com

Creative Learning Preschool Summer 
Camps. Quebec Square, 7505 E. 35th Ave., Ste. 
340. Full-day or a.m. camp in three 4-week sessions. 
Daily routine: preschool curriculum, gym time, music, 
crafts, outside play, mealtime, centers. Ages 1-6. 
303.377.8855, www.creativelearningdenver.com

Dance Institute Summer Camp. 4601 Quebec 
St. Educational/affordable dance camps ages 4 and up. 
www.DanceInstituteDenver.com

Dardano’s Summer Pre-School Gymnas-
tics Adventure Camp. 2250 Kearney St., Park 
Hill. Boys/girls ages 3-5½. Two 4-week sessions begin 
6/4 combining gymnastics with enrichment activities, 
arts/crafts, games, etc. Weekly themes: Treasure Hunt, 
Outer Space, Beach Party & On The Go. Mon.-Thurs. 
9:30am-12:30pm. Flexible scheduling. Sign up by day, 
week or full session. 303.355.0080, www.dardanos-
gym.com

DAVA Summer ART Program-Oasis Stu-
dio. Downtown Aurora Visual Arts free drop-in 
art program concentrates on personal expression 
through the arts. Ages 7-17. Ceramic, pottery, sculp-
ture, drawing, painting, printmaking. Summer hours: 
1:30-4:30pm, Mon-Fri. 1410 Florence St. davarts.org 

David Ross Piano Studio-Songwriting/
Composition Intensive Program. Music tech-
nology for those interested in recording, sequencing, 
looping, etc. Work one-on-one with singer/songwrit-
er/composer David Ross in Stapleton studio. Special-
ized/individual attention. Basic knowledge of music or 
instrument desirable, not necessary. Students entering 
grades 7-12. Flexible summer dates/times. piano-
manross@yahoo.com, www.denverpianostudio.com

Denver Art Museum Classes & Day Camps. 
Ages 6-15. Half- and full-day camps. 100 W. 14th Ave. 
P’kway. 720.913.0130, www.denverartmuseum.org, 
familyprograms@denverartmuseum.org

Denver Botanic Gardens’ Garden Camps. 
Ages 6-12. Grow your mind, plant a new friend, dig 
into the Gardens with weeklong day camps. 1007 
York St. 720.865.3580, catalog.botanicgardens.org, 
registrar@botanicgardens.org 

Denver Center for the Performing Arts 
Theatre Camps. All-day theatre programs ages 
3-18. Act, sing, dance, design. June-Aug. $175-$650. 
Scholarships available. 303.446.4892, education@
dcpa.org, denvercenter.org/education

Denver Fencing Center Summer Camps. 
Beginner to advanced camps June, July and Aug.; 
ages 7 & up.1930 S. Navajo St. (Ruby Hill Park). 
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Soccer Academy Camps. Advanced weeklong skills training. 
Transition to Bladium Kids Camp available. 2400 Central Park Blvd. 
303.320.3033, denverSA@bladium.com, bladiumdenver.com/youth-
kids/soccer-academy

Speed and Strength Camps. Kids entering 4th-6th grade. Youth 
entering 7th-10th grade. 6/4-8/3, no camp July 4 week. $149/wk. At 
Stanley Marketplace. Two half-day options, 9am-1pm or 10am-2pm. 
8:1 staff/student ratio. Develop speed, strength, agility with profes-
sional coaches. Mighty Movement Academy. 720.822.1822, www.
MightyMovementAcademy.com, info@MightyMovementAcademy.
com

SPREE Summer Camps. Kids entering 1st-5th grades. 2 metro 
Denver river locations. 6/4-8/17. $260-$290/wk. The Greenway Foun-
dation. greenwayfoundation.org/summer-camps, 720.306.8000, 
camp@greenwayfoundation.org

Stapleton All Sports. Weekly sports camps located in Stapleton, 
including tennis camps (6/11-6/22) and multi-sport camps (7/9-8/3). 
www.stapletonallsports.com. 

Stapleton All Sports and Northfield Nighthawks Soccer 
Camp Boys/girls ages 5-10: 9am-12pm, 7/9-7/11. $115. Individual 
skill work within team concept, as they develop individual technical 
abilities: 1v1 attacking, cutting and turning of ball, breaking pressure, 
striking/finishing, small sided games. Northfield Nighthawk Soccer 
field.

Stapleton Church Summer Camps. Creative Arts Camp: 
6/12-6/14, 9am-12pm. Kids K-ending 5th grade. $40/child. Preschool 
Camp: 6/25-6/29, ages 2½ to 6. $160/child. www.stapletonchurch.
com. amyers@stapletonchurch.com

Stapleton Tennis Summer Camps. Technical instruction, drills, 
games, match play. Ages 8-14, all levels. Run/supervised by USPTR 
Certified Tennis Instructor. At McAuliffe International School. Week-
long Mon-Fri, 8:30-11:30am; drop-off starts 8:15am. stapletontenni-
sacademy.com, 303.396.4470

Star Quest with Renaissance Adventures. Ages 10-18 in 
small groups explore strange new worlds in science fiction live-action 
roleplaying game utilizing real-world challenges and foam star-saber 
battles. New adventure weekly. Eben G. Fine Park or Harlow-Platts 
Park, Boulder. renaissanceadventures.com, 303.786.9216.

Summer at Ricks. Preschool–8th grade. Week long themed and 
specialty camps 6/6–8/17. 2040 S. York St. 303-871-4830, www.du.edu/
ricks

Forest St. education@fourmilepark.org 
or 720.865.0814.

Friends of Horses Day Camp. Camps weekly 6/11 to 8/6, 
9am-4pm. 720.252.5387, www.fohrescue.com. 6351 S. Peoria St., 
Centennial, Colo.

Grand Slam Tennis Camps. Ages 7-14. Run by former Wim-
bledon singles semi-finalist/doubles finalist. 7/16-7/20 and 7/30-8/3. 
9:30am-12:30pm. $240/week. Location: McAuliffe. Register: meredith-
jmcgrath@yahoo.com. All abilities. Drills, games, fitness, fun.

Heritage Camps for Adoptive Families. Ages 3-18 and par-
ents. Various dates/Colo. locations thru summer. heritagecamps.org

History Colorado Junior Museum Camp. 6/19-23, 9am-4pm. 
$250-$280/week. www.historycoloradocenterorg

International School of Denver. Weekly language and sports 
camps 206 Red Cross Way in Lowry. summercamps@isdenver.org, 
303.340.3647, www.isdenver.org

Jewish Community Center. Day camps, sleepaway camps, sports 
camps and weeklong themed camps. Before/after care for extra fee. 
www.jccdenver.org, 303.316.6307

Kent Denver School. 85 camps in athletics, fine and performing 
arts, technology and design, academics. Ages pre-K-12th-grade. 200-
acre campus. www.kentdenver.org/summercamps. 4000 E. Quincy 
Ave., Englewood. 303.770.7660

LYNX National Arts and Media Camps. One and 2-week 
options at CU Denver for high school students. Hands-on programs 
taught by faculty/professional guest artists. Session One (6/11-15): 
Photography, 2D Animation/Illustration, Audio Production/Ableton 
Live, and Design|Make. Session Two (6/17-29): Music Industry Program. 
Session Three (7/8-20): Filmmaking and 3D Digital Animation/Motion 
Graphics. $500-$2,100. Scholarships available. cam.ucdenver.edu/
summercamps.

Montessori Children’s House of Denver Summer Camp. 
Four 2-week sessions: Spectacular Stories- 6/4-6/15, Sensational 
Scientific- 6/18-6/29, Destination Discoveries- 7/2-7/13, Wild about 
Wildlife- 7/16-7/27. Gardening, nature, art, cooking/food prep. 
303.322.8324, mchdenver.org

Expression  
is always in  

session with  
DCPA Education

REGISTER TODAY FOR  
PRE-K – HIGH SCHOOL  
SUMMER CLASSES AT

denvercenter.org/edu

Week long camps | June 6–Aug 17 | 8:30am–3:30pm
2040 South York Street, Denver, CO 80210
Info at: 303-871-4830 | www.du.edu/ricks
Or email Margaret.wright@du.edu

Summer at Ricks for Preschool–8th Grade
A blend of fun summer activities and rich learning experiences. 
Campers will enjoy weekly themes and specialty camps 
ranging from Grossology to coding and more!

(continued from page 25) Neighborhood Music Stapleton Summer Camps. Act, sing, 
dance in: Hamilton Inspired Summer Camp, Legally Blonde Jr., Shakespeare, 
Broadway Showcase, Disney Showcase. Vary from 1-3 weeks, full day 
9am-4pm. Cost varies. www.neighborhoodmusicstapleton.com, 720. 
378.3668. Register: info@neighborhoodmusicstapleton.com 

Park Hill Dance Academy. “Tiny Dancers” 7/9-13, 9:30am-12pm. 
“Intermediate Dancers” 7/16-27, 9am-2pm. Advanced/pre-pro dancers 
7/30-8/11. 2245 Kearny St. www.parkhilldanceacademy.com

Primrose Summer Camps. Summer adventure camps for ages 5–10. 
Engineering design challenges, discoveries, outdoor exploration and more. 
Open house, Sat. March 24 from 10am–12pm. Sneak peek week March 
26–30. 2501 Syracuse St. 303-322-7200, PrimroseStapleton.com

Quest & Quill with Renaissance Adventures. Ages 9-18, creative 
writing challenges and live out story in roleplaying. New quest weekly. Eben 
G. Fine Park in Boulder or Denver Waldorf. renaissanceadventures.com, 
303.786.9216.

Renaissance Adventure Camps. Adventure Quest with 
Renaissance Adventures. Ages 6-18 in small age-appropriate groups 
as heroes of mythic quest. Award-winning, completely new live-action 
roleplaying adventures weekly in Boulder, Denver, Castle Pines, Littleton, 
Longmont, and Lyons. renaissanceadventures.com, 303.786.9216.

Rocky Mountain Theater for Kids. Ages 8-17, 1-, 2-, 3- and 4-week 
sessions. M-F, 9am-4pm, Yale and Evans. Extended care available. Website for 
productions: www.theaterforkids.net

School of the Poetic City Summer Camps. Animation Lab 
(ages 5-15, make cartoons) 6/11-15. Master Animation Class (ages 5-15, 
advanced) 6/18-22. Urban Art Camp (ages 5-11, visit museums, make art) 
6/25-29. $400/session. www.schoolofthepoeticcity.com.

Summer at Sewall. Play-based day camp for ages 4-8. Sessions 6/11-8/3. 
Sewall Child Development Center, Fillmore Campus, 940 Fillmore St. 
info@sewallchild.org, 303.399.1800, www.sewall.org

S.M.A.R.T. Camps. Teacher-designed fast-pace learning style to excite/
motivate kids to set goals, work hard. Sports and fitness, math and coding, 
art, technology, team building, goal setting and inspirational stories. Grades 
K-6. Stapleton area. Session 1: 6/4-8; Session 2: 8/6-10. 9am-2pm. $275/ses-
sion. Smartcamp.weebly.com. Tracy Schoneman: tracy_80206@yahoo.com

Avid4 Adventure  
Summer Camps
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NOW ENROLLING: 
2018 ÜBERGRIPPEN 
SUMMER CAMPS
7 Camp Themes To Choose From

www.ugclimbing.com/camps
720.592.0716

Explore history and nature at 
FOUR MILE CAMP ON CHERRY CREEK 

FOUR MILE HISTORIC PARK 
Call (720) 865-0814 | Visit FourMilePark.org 

June 18-22 & July 16-20 

Outdoor Cooking, 

Wagon Rides, 

Creek Hikes, Live Raptors, 

And More! 

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of DENVER

• June 18 - August 3

• Open to children ages 
3 - 14

• Exciting destination 
camps: Estes Park and 
rafting

• New camp themes 
weekly: LEGO 
Engineering, circus, STEM, 
movie making, TetraBrazil 
soccer, and more - plus, 
weekly field trips across 
Colorado! 

• Camps offered in 
English, French, Spanish 
and Chinese (Mandarin) 

WWW. ISDENVER .ORG/CAMPS 
 SUMMERCAMPS@ISDENVER .ORG

EXPLORE A 
DIFFERENT WORLD 

EVERY WEEK!

SUMMER
 CAMPS 

2018

Summer at Stanley. Child-centered 
full-/half-day programs ages 5-14. $190/week 
half day and $325/week full day. Arts, sports, 
science, computer programming, swimming, 
theater, Hogwarts, fly fishing, academic options. 
Qualified teaching staff. Safe, fun, creative 
environment. Also: invitation-only, weeklong, 
project-based STEAM program for kids grades 
3-7. 303.360.0803, www.stanleybps.org

Summer Blast at Denver Jewish Day 
School. Ages 3-14. 6/11-7/27. Half day and full 
day one-week specialty camps in sports, arts/
crafts, STEM, Lego, dance, etc. 2450 S. Wabash St. 
(Quebec/Evans). Click “Summer Programs” from 
www.DenverJDS.org home page or Josh Lake at 
jlake@denverjds.org.

Summer in the Parks and Teen Adven-
tures. Quality licensed child care providers 
offer comprehensive recreational programming: 
arts/crafts, active games, sports, aquatics, field 
trips, special events. Community Recreation: 
720.865.0840, www.denvergov.org, community.
rec@denvergov.org

Summer Soccer Electric “Camplify” 
(Soccer + Art + Stem Camp). 6/18-22. 
McAuliffe International School/Smiley Campus. 
Mon.-Thurs. 9am-4pm; Fri. 9am-12pm. Grades 
2-8, all levels. Grouped by age/ability. Play street 
soccer/futsal games, learn basic soccer skills 
with experienced/licensed local coaches in a.m., 
then lunch and supervised transition to Smiley 
classrooms in p.m. for innovative, fun, age-appro-

priate art and STEM activities. Get T-shirt and ball. $375 
by 2/14, $425 2/15-3/31, $475 4/1 till full. Sibling discounts, 
financial assistance/scholarships available. www.soccerelec-
tric.com. Proceeds benefit local nonprofits.

Summer Soccer and a Movie Summer 2018 
Camp. 6/11-14, 9am-3pm and 6/15, 9am-12pm at East 
High School and Sie Film Center. Grades 2-8, grouped 
by age/ability. Play games, learn basic soccer skills with 
experienced/licensed soccer coaches at East High in a.m., 
then lunch and supervised 10-minute walk to Sie Film 
Center in p.m. for age-appropriate movies. Get T-shirt and 
ball. $330 by 2/14, $360 by 3/31, $390 after 3/31. Sibling 
discounts, financial assistance, scholarships available. www.
soccerelectric.com. All proceeds benefit local soccer 
programs. 

Swallow Hill Summer Camps. Music camps. 
Save your spot for just $25. Financial assistance avail-
able. 303-777-1003, swallowhillmusic.org

The Craftsman and Apprentice Summer 
Camps. Creative play, making and doing in small sup-
portive setting in City Park West. Ages 5-11, Variety of 
themes to choose. 9am-3pm; after-care tinker sessions 
available 3-5:30pm. www.craftsmanandapprentice.com/
collections/summer-camps

The Logan School Summer Camp. Traditional, spe-
cialty and adventure camps in Lowry. Costs, times: www.
theloganschool.org

The Urban Farm at Stapleton. 10200 Smith Rd. 
Summer camps include equestrian camps, Storybook Farm 
(1 day/week) and Urban Agriculture and Ranching Camp. 
Begin 6/4 and run 8 consecutive weeks. Early bird pricing 
before 3/1. Schedule: http://theurbanfarm.org/summer-fun-
on-the-farm

ÜBERGRIPPEN Summer Camp. Weeklong rock 
climbing-focused camps. 7 unique exploration-based 
themes and curriculum offered. All-inclusive camps include 
2 snacks and lunch daily. 8:30am-5pm. www.ugclimbing.
com/camps. 720.592.0716

University of Colorado Sports Camps. May-Aug. 
day and overnight camps for all ages. Football, basketball, 
tennis, golf, ski, volleyball, soccer. Work with CU coaches/
athletes, experience campus life. Boulder CU campus. 
303.492.7931, cubuffs.com/camps

Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum 
Summer Camp. Ages 8-12 immersed in aviation/space 
activities inside WWII-era Air Force hangar with 50+ 
types of aircraft and space vehicles. 5 themed weeklong 
camps on: The Red Planet, Wings of All Types, Aviation, 
Robots and Technology, and Rocket Science 101. Campers 
learn to troubleshoot challenges tackled by aerospace 
engineers. www.wingsmuseum.org

Your Soul’s Movement. Themed performing arts 
camps for ages 3–13+ from 6/4–8/17. 3825 Newport St. 
303-284-1553, www.yoursoulsmovement.com

YMCA Camp Santa Maria. Traditional overnight 
camp near Bailey, Colo. 1-week sessions. www.ymcaca-
mpsantamaria.org

YMCA of Metropoli-
tan Denver. Day camps for 
ages 5-15 at various locations. 
720.524.2792, www.denvery-
mca.org 

Young Americans Center 
for Financial Education 
Day Camps. Weeklong camps 
include Young AmeriTowne, 
Girls Can, International Towne, 
Running Your Own Biz, Jr. 
$ense and Be Your Own Boss. 
303.321.2265, www.yacenter.
org/SummerCamps

The Camp Guide  
is posted at  

FrontPorchNE.com 
> Resource Guides
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February SUN News and Events

SUN Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meeting) and 7:30pm (Board meeting) at the Central Park Recreation Center, 9651 
MLK Jr. Blvd.  For information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 

Amanda Allshouse, President, Board of  Directors 
Stapleton United Neighbors

Feedback Received on the name Stapleton 
United Neighbors

In the fall of  2017, Stapleton United 
Neighbors solicited feedback both in person 
(Dec. 11, 2017) and electronically via an 
online form (Nov. 14–Dec.9). 

In-person Feedback: Among the 39 individ-
uals who chose to provide feedback during 
the two Dec. 11 sessions, 22 Stapleton 
residents spoke for removing the name 
Stapleton, 10 called for no change, 
5 spoke neutrally. 

SUN’s bylaws specify that if  
more than 20 community mem-
bers request a change to the 
bylaws, this change should be 
brought to the community for a 
vote. This vote will occur during 
the Annual Forum May 15, 6–8pm 
(see final section below).

Online feedback: 372 residents 
provided an opinion on the 
community name Stapleton (top 
panel) and 369 on the organization 
name Stapleton United Neighbors 
(bottom panel). For each person 
strongly preferring a community 
name change there were 2.3 peo-
ple strongly preferring no change; 
and for each person strongly pre-
ferring a name change for Staple-
ton United Neighbors, 1.9 people 
strongly prefer no change. 

Themes of  write-in responses 
among people strongly preferring a 
change include: Stapleton’s ties to the KKK, 
issues tied to the developer of  Stapleton 
(Forest City) and lagging achievement of  
affordable housing, the change is a sym-
bolic low-hanging-fruit of  rejecting racism, 
the name is an impediment to community 
diversity, cost should not be a barrier, that 
some people are uncomfortable with the 
name, and the analogy to statue removal 

(that civil war statues are being removed). 
This group also referred to SUN as perpet-
uating white privilege, racist, and worthy of  
being ashamed.

Among people preferring no-change 
themes included that the name was not 
picked to honor or celebrate a person, the 
current neighborhood is welcoming, that 
a name change will not have the desired 
effect, that the logistics and cost of  a name 
change are too cumbersome, that this would 
also suggest a need to change the name of  

other places (e.g., Denver, Mt. Evans, Speer 
Blvd., etc.) the analogy to statues (that the 
name of  a place differs from a monument 
or statue that can be physically removed). 
This group reported discomfort with dis-
cussing the topic in-person for fear of  being 
called racist for taking a no-change stance.

For further help in processing and dis-
cussing local history, SUN is co-hosting a 
day of  community reflection (see below). 

February SUN Meetings: Central Park Rec 
Center Tuesday, Feb. 20

SUN’s monthly Outreach meeting in 
February (Tuesday, Feb. 20, 6:30–7:30pm) 
will have a focus on transportation and pe-
destrian and cyclist safety. We will include 
updates from a late January meeting at 
Anschutz Medical Campus to discuss plans 
for the campus build-out for accessibility 
for non-motorized commuters. As part of  
the discussion, we will have representatives 
from NE Denver Transportation Connec-

tions, Denver Police Depart-
ment, and the City of  Denver 
Department of  Public Works.

The SUN board meeting 
will immediately follow the 
outreach meeting (7:30–
8:45pm). Board members will 
assess needs for the coming 
year and discuss language to 
be offered for a bylaw change 
in May.

Sustainable Neighborhoods 
Program Kickoff Workshop: 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 at The Cube 
6:30pm–8:30pm

The Stapleton commu-
nity will be launching its 
participation in the City and 
County of  Denver’s Sustain-
able Neighborhoods Program 
with a Kickoff  workshop 
on Feb. 28 at 6:30pm. The 
workshop will be held at The 
Cube (8371 Northfield Blvd., 
Denver, CO 80238).

Denver’s Sustainable Neighborhoods 
Program is a certification program that 
offers resources and support to neigh-
borhoods seeking to organize workshops, 
projects and events that enhance the 
livability of  their neighborhood and reduce 
residents’ ecological footprint. Participating 
neighborhoods earn program credits for 
their efforts while the city provides in-kind 
resources, such as printing, venue and ca-

Community Name Stapleton

Call Today on our 
Spring Listing Special!

NMLS# 331226

The Tolan Real Estate Companies
Boutique Family-Owned Companies Built to Outperform

tering fees, and staff  time to support projects. 
The purpose of  the kickoff  workshop will 

be to connect residents interested in participat-
ing in program projects to hear directly from 
city staff  on how the program works, and to 
provide an opportunity for residents with com-
mon areas of  interest to start brainstorming 
project ideas. No commitment will be asked of  
anyone attending the Kickoff  Workshop. We 
encourage anyone in the community interested 
in learning more about this program to attend. 
Please contact Geoff  Horsfall at geoff.hors-
fall@gmail.com with questions. 

Save the Date: Day of Reflection Saturday, Apr. 
21, 12:30–4:30pm, Sam Gary Library

Please join us for an exploration of  and 
a chance to think more deeply about our 
history. In recent times, many neighbors have 
been thinking hard about our regional his-
tory, and about the very name “Stapleton.” 
This is a very healthy state of  affairs, since an 
evidence-based understanding of  history is es-
sential for decision making in any era. To both 
respond to widely felt curiosity and to pro-
mote a solid understanding of  the past, three 
organizations—Stapleton United Neighbors, 
the Denver Public Library, and the University 
of  Colorado’s Center of  the American West—
have organized an event, providing an oppor-
tunity for several accomplished historians to 
share their knowledge.

Professors Albert Broussard (Texas A&M 
University), Robert Goldberg (University of  
Utah, and Geoffrey Hunt (Aurora Commu-
nity College) will present, followed by discus-
sion moderated by Professors Rebecca Hunt 
(University of  Colorado at Denver) and Patty 
Limerick (State Historian). Principal learning 
objectives are: 1) a recognition of  the distinc-
tive features of  the KKK in the 1920s and the 
American West; 2) a grounded understand-
ing of  the relationship between Benjamin 
Stapleton and the KKK; and 3) a chance to 
think carefully about the ways that citizens in 
a democratic republic can—with civility and 
openness—reflect on the wisest and most pro-
ductive ways to respond to the complex stories 
we inherit from the past.

Annual Community Forum: Tuesday, May 15, 
6–8pm at The Cube

Tentative agenda begins with SUN’s annual 
elections and any voting on a change to SUN’s 
bylaws, followed by development updates on 
retail and housing from Forest City, and infor-
mation about the State Land Board’s process 
that Stapleton residents first encountered in 
January 2018. SUN is working to have an 
explanation of  what factors are weighted when 
parcels are reconsidered if  previously deferred 
for leasing. 
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11 YEARS 
OF KEEPING KIDS 

HEALTHY

www.stapletonpeds.com  |  2975 Roslyn St., Unit 100  |  Denver, CO 80238  |  303.399.7900

• ALWAYS ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS •

Noah Makovsky, MD
Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD

Amy Nash, MD
Richard Gustafson, MD

Katie Dickinson, MD

Robyn Smith, PA-C
Kara Lampe, PA-C 

Noriko Rothberg, CPNP
Danny Kamlet, PA 

Jordan Wagner, PA-C  
Maggie Wolfgram, NP

 SERvICE 
DIRECTORy

HOUSECLEANING 
HOUSECLEANING-White 
Magic-Excellent rates and 
references. Weekly, monthly, 
one-time only. 720-371-3290

PAINTING 
PAINTERS-Int./Ext. repairs, 
ins.Refs.Owner works on site 
with small, highly skilled crew. 
Craftsmanship and integrity 
for 33 years. Call Mike 303 
388 8151
PAINTING-Affordable, Excep-
tional Results 303-474-8882 
/ 720-338-1453 – www.
jcspainting.net – Stapleton 
References

PERSONAL  
SERVICES MISC 
VOICE LESSONS-Certified 
Music Teacher for K-12 in 
Stapleton. Singing, songwriting 
lessons for kids + adults. Call 
Connie at 303-960-8862. 
Conconart.com/lessons for 
more info!

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT, 
LEASING AND SALES – Call 
John Carranza Central Park 
Realty, LLC 303.489.6196 or 
www.stapleton360.com
 
 

FIX-UP HOME? CASH 
OFFER! We Buy Fix-ups. Cash 
Offer, No Commissions. Call 
303-321-SOLD (7653)

BUSINESS  
SERVICES 
ALWAYS HAULING Inc. 
Est.1997 Free estimate. Furni-
ture/Appliance removal Prop-
erty cleanouts Commercial/
Residential Susan G. Komen 
Partner. 720-373-5700
JUNK/TRASH HAULING 1/2 
price 303-525-5421 Tad

DESIGN/REMODEL/
HANDYMAN 
BASEMENTS Best Builders- 
Best in Quality and Design at 
truly affordable prices. Call 
Jim at 720-276-7704
HOME RENOVATIONS/
REPAIRS- Painting, Plumb-
ing, Electrical, Tile, Drywall, 
Wood Floors. Prices Can’t 
Be Beat. B&D Renovations 
720.404.2649
LIC. GC. Finish Carpentry, 
Remodeling, Home Repairs. 
Small difficult jobs welcome. 
31 yrs in Park Hill. Peter 720-
291-6089

ELECTRICAL/
PLUMBING 
MASTER PLUMBER –
Mr.Plumber, Est.1978, 
Licensed, best prices, credit 
cards ok. Jeff 303-523-6652  
www.mrplumberdenver.com
PLUMBING - Brugman 
Plumbing- I show up on time. 
I do it right. I don’t price 
gouge. Larry- 303-935-6348

HOME SERVICES 
MISC 
WINDOW & GUTTER 
CLEANING- Also offering 
House Cleaning. Bob Starr 
303 329 8205

HOMES FOR SALE

SUBMIT A CLASSIFIED AD
Classified ad cost is 25 cents per character, including 
spaces. Minimum ad price is $15. Classified ads are 

accepted only by email. Send to FrontPorch3@gmail.com.  
Ads must be received by the 15th  

and paid by the 17th to run in the next issue.  
For more information visit  

www.FrontPorchNE.com > Classified Ads

By Melinda Pearson

Although most of  Denver is experiencing a concerning 
decline in new student enrollment, northeast Denver, 
and particularly Stapleton, is a 

continued area of  growth for Denver 
Public Schools. 

But, as many local parents can attest, 
at times it has been hard to match the 
supply of  school seats with the rising 
demand. Families have been unable to 
get into their most preferred school, and 
some schools have been challenged with 
accommodating “bubble” classes of  
students, where a school meant to house 
three classes of  a certain grade is charged 
with taking on five or six classes instead. 

The addition of  a second high school, 
DSST: Conservatory Green, on the San-
doval campus, also caused concern that 
there won’t be enough seats at Northfield 
High School to accommodate the surge 
of  high school students anticipated in 
coming years. 

What are DPS’ enrollment forecasts 
and how will they meet the demand?

Forecasts
Brian Eschbacher, executive director 

of  planning and enrollment services for 
DPS, is optimistic. 

For the first time in years, said Es-
chbacher, “We turned the whole thing 
over to the two best organizations in the 
city.” Those organizations, the Denver 
Regional Council of  Governments and 
Shift Research Lab, have years of  exper-
tise in demographic forecasting for major 
projects throughout Colorado. DPS felt 
the experience of  these organizations 
would improve the credibility and accu-
racy of  the DPS forecasts, which have 
come under fire in the past. DPS and 
their outside demographers also met with 
Forest City to get local data, and “they 
gave us a forecast back that we have pret-
ty good confidence in,” said Eschbacher.

The strategic regional analysis (SRA) 
prepared by the demographers in part-
nership with DPS forecasts continued 
growth in Stapleton but potential enroll-
ment declines in North Park Hill. The 
near northeast region enjoys high choice 
match rates, and 80 percent of  students 
in the area attend a high-performing 
school, the highest rate in the city. 

Overall, however, the region will be driven by development in 
Stapleton to have the highest level of  growth into 2021, accord-
ing to the SRA.

The demographers calculated five-year forecasts for enroll-
ment in Stapleton and Greater Park Hill schools. While the 
number of  students in the zone is increasing, particularly at the 

elementary and high school levels, 
so too are the available seats. 
Eschbacher believes that the avail-
able seats (see charts below) are more 
than sufficient to accommodate 
resident students, many of  whom 
choose schools outside of  their 
enrollment zone or boundary, par-
ticularly at the high school level.

And for Stapleton parents of  
next year’s kindergarten, sixth 
and ninth grade students who are 
concerned that they are part of  
a “bubble,” the chart at right shows 
the number of  students residing 
in the zone for the last five years 
and the projections for 2018. 

Plans
To accommodate the projected 

enrollment increase in Stapleton 
in the growing northern neigh-
borhoods of  Stapleton, DPS is 
taking a new approach to how 
it builds schools, such as Inspire 
Elementary, said Eschbacher.

Inspire will open in its own 
building in 2018-2019 at 57th and 
Galena in north Stapleton. It is 
designed as a larger school, with 
seats for 800 students. Not only 
does this mean that Inspire can 
easily grow to absorb the rising 
number of  elementary students 
north of  I-70, but the building 
could readily be extended to 
accommodate 450 middle school 
students should the need arise, 
said Eschbacher.

The largest middle school in 
the Greater Park Hill/Stapleton 
zone, McAuliffe International, 
will grow to its capacity of  about 
1,440 in two years, with 480 
students in each grade. DPS also 
has reserved the option of  build-
ing an additional middle school 
campus north of  I-70, according 
to Eschbacher, and will monitor 
enrollment trends closely to deter-
mine when and if  to proceed with 
building additional seats. Since 

Park Hill’s student population is slightly declining, this may 
not be necessary.

As for the high school seats, the Sandoval campus is 

Will There Be Enough Seats? DPS Optimistic about NE Forecast
modular and could be built out in pieces as needed, noted 
Eschbacher, meaning they could add 1,000 or more seats for 
Northfield High to accommodate a rise in demand. “The 
guarantee is that Northfield will grow as big as they need to 
grow. We can’t say it any more strongly,” says Eschbacher. “It 
will grow as big as it needs to be.”

Currently only about 32 percent of  boundary students at-
tend NHS, but Eschbacher expects that proportion to increase, 
possibly reaching as high as 45 percent next year. DPS will 
monitor the numbers to  determine how soon, if  at all, they 
need to add capacity to NHS.

Number of Students Residing in Zones

Stapleton Kindergarten
GPHS Middle School 6th Grade
Northfield High School 9th Grade

GPHS Middle Zone

Stapleton Elementary

Northfield High School

An average of 32% of students attend in zone.

* More seats can be added to NHS to 
accommodate demand, up to 1,000 more.

An average of 86.5% of students attend in zone.

An average of 83.3% of students attend in zone.

Number of Seats Compared  
to Number of Students

# of DPS Seats         # of DPS Students

* * *
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“Probably the best home 
building experience we could 

have asked for”
- Stapleton homeowner

NOW SELLING!
New homes in Stapleton’s 
Beeler Park neighborhood

Starting in the $500s

Visit our model at 
8056 E 50th Ave
(303) 320-4938

Neighborhood SUBARU Service
3921 Niagara St, Denver 80207 
720-261-4709 
subaperformance.com

ACUPUNCTURE
Treating: Pain • Allergies • Stress, Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health Issues • Children’s Health
New Day Acupuncture, 2840 Xanthia Ct. - Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. - Serving Stapleton since 2005
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy • 720-838-7918 • www.acupuncture-in-denver.com

All Voices Welcome        Spring rehearsals start February 6
No Audition       Seeking Basses & Tenors       Dues are $40 

Last Note Singers is a Denver a cappella choir with rehearsals in the Bonnie Brae neighborhood. 
New members are welcome through Feb. 20. Come rediscover your love of vocal performance!

lastnotesingers.org or find us on Facebook or Meetup

COME SING WITH US!

A vibrant faith community serving glocally  |  Sunday Worship: 8 a.m. | 10:30 a.m.
5000 E Alameda Ave  |  Denver CO 80246  |  303-388-4678  |  www.augustanadenver.org

Wednesday, February 14
Worship/Communion - 11 a.m. • 7 p.m.

Soup Lunch - Noon
Pancake Supper - 5:30–7 p.m.

Local Schools Leading the Way in Integration

By Melinda Pearson

The figures in the map speak for 
themselves, but for those who 
prefer words: segregation persists 

in Northeast Denver schools, even in 
2018. But local educators are stepping up, 
leading Denver Public Schools to adopt 
new policies to increase integration at 
both the elementary and middle school 
levels, starting with next fall’s classes.

Examining the map, McAuliffe Inter-
national School principal Kurt Dennis 
points to Smith Elementary, an elemen-
tary school in north Park Hill where 90 
percent of  the students receive free and 
reduced lunch (FRL), a proxy for poverty. 
Then he points to Swigert International 
School, whose FRL population is only 6 
percent. 

“This has never been OK, and it’s certainly 
not appropriate in 2018,” says Dennis. “When 
you look at the course of  history and hous-
ing policy and school boundary policy over 
decades, this is what you end up with. And it’s 
not OK to have schools within two miles of  
each other that can look that different.” Dennis 
believes that now is the time to change that 
pattern, and he and other local leaders are be-
ginning to discuss the problem and implement 
new strategies to address inequities.

The Problem
High-poverty schools are ones where more 

than 75 percent of  the students receive free 
and reduced lunch, like the schools noted in 
light blue on our map and chart. Low-poverty 
schools enroll 25 percent or fewer students in 
that category, like the schools in dark blue.

In NE Denver, some elementary schools in close 
proximity to each other have dramatically different 
numbers of FRL students and students of color.

King’s supervision, Westerly Creek, is participat-
ing in a program to offer more culturally respon-
sive education, understand its equity issues and to 
close gaps for underserved students. “All schools, 
all students can benefit from more integrated 
settings,” says King.
Near-Term Approaches

Local educators are committed to addressing 

Studies show that, in general, students 
in high-poverty schools perform worse on 
measures of  academic achievement and 
have lower graduation rates than those in 
low-poverty schools. High poverty is often 
correlated with lower overall school perfor-
mance, such as in Denver’s School Perfor-
mance Framework (SPF) ratings.

And all too often, there is an overlap 
between poverty and race, where stu-
dents of  color disproportionately attend 
high-poverty schools. The charts included 
here show those correlations. 

At McAuliffe, Dennis finds that the lack 
of  social integration in elementary schools 
persists into middle school. “Students 
immediately self-segregate. You walk into 
a cafeteria on day one and you have black 
kids at one table and white kids at another,” 
says Dennis. “If  students [of  diverse back-
grounds] are going to school together at age 
4, would that still be the case at age 12?” 
And academically, gaps that pre-date ele-
mentary school persist into middle school, 
says Dennis.

Recent studies show that students of  all 
backgrounds benefit by attending diverse, 
integrated schools, says Kevin King, an 
instructional superintendent for elementary 
schools in the near northeast region. “Some 
of  those outcomes are most prominent in 
colleges and job sites … students from all 
races and socioeconomics learn how to 
embrace differences,” says King. “The emo-
tional intelligence that comes from working 
in multicultural settings—that’s what 
employers are looking for.”

One of  the elementary schools under 

Elementary School Demographics
% Free and  
Reduced Lunch

% Students  
of Color

School 
Name

On Jan. 23, (from left) McAuliffe Principal Kurt Dennis, DPS Superintendent Tom Boasberg, Inspire 
Principal Marisol Enriquez and East High School Principal John Youngquist announce the expansion  
of a pilot program to give FRL students more access to high performing schoools.
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We’ll make you smile.
Orthodontic Care for adults and children

www.stapletonorthodontics.com
303.31.ORTHO (303.316.7846)

2373 Cental Park Blvd., Suite 302, Denver, CO 80238

preferred provider

Local Schools Leading the Way in Integration

ic goals that have emerged from the SNI: 
increasing access, focusing on equity, and 
improving design and sustainability. “There 
are so many benefits [to integration],” says 
Romero-Campbell. “It really does provide 
for not only the students but the teachers and 
the whole community to live not in a bubble 
but in the reality of  what people will experi-
ence throughout their life.”

School leaders agree that ongoing con-
versations need to occur, even if  they’re what 

Romero-Campbell 
calls “messy.” Imple-
mentation of  further 
integration mea-

sures in Northeast 
Denver and beyond 
will be guided by 
the community. 
“It’s going to look 
different at different 
schools…We don’t 
have one model,” 
says Superintendent 
Tom Boasberg. “It’s 
about ensuring a 
strong community 
voice about what’s 

right for that 
school commu-
nity.”

To learn more about the Strengthening 
Neighborhoods Initiative, see www.dspk12.
org/neighborhoods. And watch for opportu-
nities at your local schools to participate in the 

% Students  
of Color

School 
Name

McAuliffe principal Kurt Dennis, pictured here in a Front Porch file photo, asks 
the question, “If students [of diverse backgrounds] are going to school together 
at age 4, would (self-segregation in the cafeteria] still be the case at age 12?”

Long-Term 
Approaches to  
the Problem

DPS has been 
working with a large 
committee of  stake-
holders through 
the Strengthening 
Neighborhoods 
Initiative (SNI). 
Over the course 
of  many months, 
teachers, parents, 
students and com-
munity members 
have been meeting to discuss how to increase 
integration and inclusion at schools across 
the district.

What has emerged from SNI are mul-
tiple recommendations and plans to begin 
implementing them. Overarching recom-
mendations to increase integration include 
setting specific goals, supporting schools with 
resources, coordinating with the city and 
expanding community engagement, says 
Susana Cordova, deputy superintendent of  
DPS. 

Cordova 
supports the 
initiative in 
part because 
“there’s a lot 
of  research 
that when we 
create diverse 
and inclusive 
environments, 
everybody ben-
efits from it,” 
says Cordova, 
“both in terms 
of  educational 
outcomes for 
students as 
well as in terms 
of  economic 
outcomes in the 
industry.”

SNI co-chair and community member 
Diana Romero-Campbell described specif-

Middle/High School Demographics
% Free and  
Reduced Lunch

Although NE Middle and high schools are more 
diverse than elementary, there is still room for 
improvement.

Eleven elementary schools within a three-mile 
diameter have widely varying populations of 
students receiving free and reduced lunch (FRL).

the lack of  integration in Northeast Denver, 
and schools have already begun taking some 
steps toward improving diversity and inclusion 
in partnership with DPS.

District-wide, some schools that have 40% 
FRL rates and lower are participating in pri-
oritizing any open seats (after zone/boundary 
assignments) for FRL students, although many 
schools have few, if  any, open seats.

One of  the new policies that will be imple-
mented is creating “floors”—that is, baseline 
enrollment requirements—for the percentage 

of  FRL students enrolled at local schools.
Beginning in Fall 2018-19, DPS will insti-

tute three new requirements locally: 
• Implement an FRL floor at all Greater 

Park Hill/Stapleton Middle Schools, start-
ing with 20% and ramping up to the zone 
average [about 30%] over 3 years.

• Implement an FRL floor at High Tech and 
Inspire of  25% for kindergarten.

• Introduce an FRL priority for all Sta-
pleton zone schools with fewer than a 
given socioeconomic diversity level after 
zone students are assigned.
These new mandatory floor for FRL 

students should be fairly easy to achieve 
without impacting the enrollment of  in-
zone students in Stapleton and Park Hill, 
says Brian Eschbacher, the executive direc-
tor of  planning and enrollment services for 
DPS. For example, High Tech currently 
has a schoolwide rate of  13 percent FRL, 

well below the 25 percent floor for 
next year’s kindergarten. But in a 
class of  75 kindergarteners, that 
would only equate to including nine 
or 10 additional FRL students, noted 
Eschbacher. 

Likewise, at McAuliffe, which 
currently enrolls about 17 percent 
FRL students, increasing that figure 
to 20 percent in a sixth-grade class of  
480 means enrolling an additional 14 
FRL students. Last year, McAuliffe 
accepted all in-zone students and 
had an additional 63 seats available 
for out-of-zone students, according 
to Dennis. By 2023, it would mean 
an additional 187 seats for FRL 
students.

Leaders at Swigert International 
are planning to implement a policy 
similar to that of  High Tech and 
Inspire for its 2019 kindergarten 
class, which will increase in size to 
accommodate a new FRL floor and 

neighborhood demand for seats. 
East High School has already begun 

prioritizing FRL students for open spots 
after zone students have been enrolled, 
which has helped it become more diverse. 
East’s goal is to reach 35 percent FRL 
enrollment. At 32 percent FRL and 53 
percent students of  color, East lags behind 
Northfield and George Washington in its 
diversity. 

NE Denver Elementary School Locations

Free & Reduced
Lunch (FRL)
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