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604 WEST 6TH AVENUE
DENVER, CO 80204

303.407.1976 // berb@stradamade.com

We’re building our last homes in Stapleton. In the last 
neighborhood—North End. Surrounded by a bazillion acres of 
open space. Featuring the biggest home sites with spacious  
back yards. Mountain views that will take your breath away. And, 
of course, the coolest home collections in the known universe.

Presales start soon. And offerings are limited. To join our interest 
list, contact Joe at 720.284.4535 or Austin at 303.229.7845.  
Or ask your Realtor.® Learn more at InfinityHomeCollection.com

Your choice: Alto, from the mid $700s. Vive, from the mid $800s.  
And Luxe (shown), starting at about $1 million.

Stapleton

SEIZE THE VIEW.
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THAT’S SO AURORA 
We’re not trying to brag but we’re kinda a big deal. Whether it’s 
our vibrant cultural scene, amazing local restaurants, convenient 
light rail stops, booming career opportunities or livable, lovable 
neighborhoods—Aurora has access to it all. Take a look because 
Aurora may surprise you. Go explore.

BRILLIANTLY 
ACCESSIBLE. 

AuroraWorthDiscovering.com
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Limited Time Offer!

$4995*

  REGULARLY

 $99.95

July 22nd – July 29th

M A S S A G E  A N D  F A C I A L  S P A

®

Northfield Stapleton
303-574-0150 

8370 Northfield Blvd. • Suite 1775
Next to Victoria’s Secret

Lowest Price of the Year!

*Valid for one-hour massage or facial service gift card. 
Limit 2 per customer. Valid at participating locations. Offer 
valid 7-22-2018 through 7-29-2018. In-store only. Sessions 
include time for consultation and dressing. Rates and 
services may vary by location. Independently Owned & 
Operated. ©2018 Hand & Stone Corp. Franchises Available.

Relax & Rejuvenate

JULY SPECIAL:
$59 Dermaplane Facial

$79 value - 50 min facial - valid thru 7/31/18

Dee Watts, LAc LE
Licensed Acupuncturist & Esthetician - 720.248.7053
www.aahbliss.com - 2373 Central Park Blvd. Ste 100

5th Annual Outdoor Festival!
Classes by: Kindness • Samadhi • Pure Barre

Yoga Pod • Sumits Yoga • Ubergrippen • Enshin Karate

Saturday, September 15 • Founders Green, 2900 Roslyn St. 
Info/tix @ omfestcolorado.com • FREE for Kids!

Outpatient Psychiatric Diagnosis, Treatment 
and Medication Management
Larson Mental Health, PLLC | Erik Larson, FPMHNP-BC
303.945.9739 | www.larsonmentalhealth.com 
3401 Quebec St, Denver, CO 80246

$50 OFF INITIAL EVALUATION

Common Conditions Treated 
Include: Depression, Anxiety, 
PTSD, Suicidality, Bipolar 
Disorder, Grief and Loss, Life 
Transitions and Adjustment 
Disorders, ADHD, and Insomnia.

Update on A Line Train Horns

Above: Henry Stopplecamp, assistant general manager 
for capital programs explains the steps required before 
sending the request for a quiet zone.
Right: Kevin Doyle asked about communication between 
the traffic lights and the gates, commenting that he had 
sat in a long line of traffic during a very long wait at a 
crossing. RTD informed attendees that they can report such 
issues but they need to include very specific date, time and 
location information about the problem.

Attendee Mike Lovette cited 
49CFR222.7saying the PUC has no authority under 
federal law to say anything about blowing the horn 
at crossings.RTD responded that the FRA won’t 
approve quiet zones until the PUC is satisfied that 
the crossings are working as designed.

By Carol Roberts

On the evening 
of  June 21, 
about 40 

sleep-deprived people 
gathered in the Park 
Hill Village Club 
House for an update 
from RTD on the sta-
tus of  the train horns 
that had been keeping 
them awake for two 
years.

RTD’s agenda was 
to review the infor-
mation on the charts 
shown at the bottom of  the adjoining 
page so the attendees would understand 
the requirements to reach the goal of  no 
horns. But a frustrated  speaker in the 
back of  the room called out, “We just 
want to hear about the horns.”

The short answer to that 
question: Early August is the 
soonest quiet zones could 
begin. 

The Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) had an-
nounced days before the Park 
Hill meeting that they were 
inspecting each of  the A Line 
crossings, and as the visual 
inspections were completed 
and approved, the flaggers 
were being removed. Based on 
the PUC’s planned schedule 
of  approvals, RTD said the last of  the 11 
crossings, Quebec, is expected to be ap-
proved at the July 11 PUC meeting. Henry 
Stopplecamp, assistant general manager for 
RTD’s capital programs said they are ad-
dressing each requirement in a thorough and 
careful manner to have the highest liklihood of  
approval.

Good-bye flaggers.
Hopefully, good bye horns 
in early August.

Above: Park 
Hill Village  
resident Carol 
Lloyd called for 
attendees to 
calm down and 
listen to the 
RTD informa-
tion that their 
homeowners 
association 
had requested.

The applications for quiet zones have 
been prepared and will be submitted by the 
cities of  Denver and Aurora after the July 
11 crossing approval so quiet zones for the 
entire line can be addressed at once. With a 
21-day period allowed for the decision from 

the FRA, that would make early 
August the soonest quiet zones 
could be established. 

Denver Transit Operators 
General Manager explained why, 
after all the prior approvals, yet 
another one is required before 
the establishment of  a quiet zone. 
“The FRA is allowing us to oper-
ate now and they are allowing us 
to take the attendants off  because 
they believe that the design of  the 
crossings is safe and the system is 
functioning as designed. We have 

passed that standard with the FRA. But they 
are still requiring us to sound horns—part of  
the safety system is the horns. The next ques-
tion that they have to answer, that everybody 
in this room is so anxious about—they now 
want to take the horns away. That’s going to 
fundamentally change the crossings. So now 
the city will file the notice of  establishment 

Anne Herzenberg, 
Denver Transit Operators 
general manager

of  quiet zones, and the FRA gets 21 days 
after that to object. And they can say, ‘No, we 
don’t think that the crossings are safe enough 
if  you stop sounding the horns. They have 
approved the crossings once. But now they 
have to do it again because they are looking 
at a different question. They are looking at 
the question of, ‘Can the railroad not sound 
the horns?’ 

“‘I think they will,’ is my personal and pro-
fessional opinion, but there’s not guarantee,” 
said Herzenberg.

Scott Reed, assistant general manager for 
RTD communications said when the cities re-
quest the quiet zone, they are accepting a risk 
and he reiterated the importance of  obeying 
the flashing lights and gates. The quiet zone 
is established in perpetuity, but he added, “If  
we start seeing issues, the FRA could say, ‘No 
more quiet zones.’” 

WCABT = Wireless 
Crossing Activation 
Buffer Time (15 sec.)

PRT = Prescribed Warning 
Time (PWT -5 sec.)

PWT = Programmed 
Warning Time

Tracking Crossing Gate Timing 

The PUC made visual inspections of the 11 cross-
ings on the A Line, observing the operation of the 
safety equipment shown in the above drawing.

Sensors to signal crossing gates to come down 
have traditionally been embedded in the tracks, 
but they were set at a fixed time and could not 
track the speed of the train. With new wireless 
sensors, the signal for the gates to come down is 

Required Safety Equipment 

–Traffic Signals
–Railroad Bells  
   & Flashers
–Railroad Gate Arms

RTD Commuter 
Railroad

WMAX Towers,  
Signal Cabinet, TCC

Freight
Railroad

based on the actual speed of the train. But since 
such a system had never been tested, initial 
guidelines were set, actual gate closures were 
studied, and timing modifications then had to be 
approved to ensure safety and reliability.


