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Cancer Breakthroughs

University of  Colorado researchers have had “unbelievable” results in a 
clinical trial for a type of  leukemia, with 80% to 90% of  patients going 
into complete remission. Surprisingly, much of  the funding for such 

Americans don’t vote. At least that’s the story that 
keeps getting told. But Colorado and northeast 
Denver voter turnout is high, especially when 

compared to numbers at the national level. This series of  
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“Opening Doors” sculptures by Christopher Weed are a fitting backdrop for University of Colorado researchers Dr. James DeGregori (left) and Dr. Daniel Pollyea (right) who are working on 
treatment for leukemia. Stapleton dentist Dr. Brett Kessler (second from right) has been fundraising for leukemia for almost two decades. Paige McCoy is a leukemia survivor.

research comes not from the government but through grants from private fund-
raising. Read about these researchers and a local effort that is underway to add 
$100,000 to their funding. Stories by Laurie Dunklee and Melinda Pearson on pages 12 and 13.

Back to 
School

A Local Mom Finds 
Her Place on Stage

A Look at Voting Behavior

Carla Weikel started her Just a Girl band as a tribute to 
Gwen Stefani’s No Doubt band from the 1990s and 2000s.

Story by Laurie 
Dunklee on 
page 30.

University 
of Colorado 
researchers are 
making lifesaving 
breakthroughs 
with the help 
of community 
fundraising. 

three brief  articles on voting shows turnout by pre-
cinct in northeast Denver, offers some reflections on 
voting by experts, and explores the security of  Colora-
do ballots.  Stories by Charles Borsos start on page 6.

Cancer Breakthroughs
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At McAuliffe on August 4, as students stood in line to register holding 20 pounds 
or more of school supplies, others enjoyed the fun of dunking a teacher. Above, 
sixth grade math teacher Ashton Hougen prepares herself for another dunking as a 
student throws a ball at the target. A voice was heard calling out, “She gives a lot of 
homework.”

Letters to the Editor
We welcome your letters. Send to Carol@FrontPorchNE.com

Where to Find a Copy of the Front Porch
We now have papers in both King Soopers in Stapleton and in the Mayfair King 
Soopers. We also have papers at the Safeways stores in Lowry and Mayfair.

PUBLISHERS:
   Carol Roberts – Editor
   Steve Larson – Photography

WRITERS: Melinda Pearson, Charles Borsos 
COMMUNICATONS/MARKETING: Anne Hebert

AD SALES: Karissa McGlynn 303-333-0257, 
303-993-9963, KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com

The Front Porch – NE Denver distributes more than 
27,000 free papers during the first week of each month. 
Papers are delivered to doorsteps and/or racks in Staple-
ton, Park Hill, Lowry, Montclair, Mayfair and NW Aurora. 

The Front Porch is printed with soy-based ink and the 
paper contains 30% post-consumer waste. We contrib-
ute monthly to replant trees equivalent to the amount of 
paper used in each issue.

wwww.FrontPorchNE.com
FrontPorch@FrontPorchNE.com   303-526-1969

2566 Syracuse St., Denver, CO 80238
Letters to the Editor: Carol@FrontPorchNE.com
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Concert on the Green - Denver Municipal Jazz 
Band
Saturday, September 1, 6–7:30pm, The Green
Join us for a “century plus” tradition, fea-
turing the Denver Municipal Jazz Band. All 
concerts are free and open to the public.

Stapleton Farmers Market
Sunday, September 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 
8am–12:30pm, The Green
The Stapleton Farmers Market is held every 
Sunday from mid-June through mid-October 
on The Green at Stapleton. Local vendors 
provide Colorado-grown produce, tasty baked 
goods, specialty meats, gourmet food items 
and more. Support your local growers and 
meet your neighbors. Become a vendor or 
learn more at coloradofreshmarkets.com. 

DJs at the Pool
Monday, September 3, Noon–4pm, All Pools
End the pool season on a high note by cele-
brating with us on Labor Day at your favorite 
local Stapleton pool, featuring music from a 
live DJ! 

Stanley Arts Festival Kick-off Party
Friday, September 7 at 6–10pm, The Hangar at 
Stanley
Purchase your tickets for the Stanley Arts 
Festival Kick-off  Party and get a sneak-
peek of  40 juried artists, live performance 
art, interactive art, open bar and culinary 
creations. Proceeds benefit arts education 
programs. Limited tickets are available. Visit 
stanleyartsfestival.org

Stapleton Rocks
Saturday, September 8, Noon–10pm, The Green
Get ready for a full day of  great music, games 
and other activities! A concession stand will 
sell beer, soda, water and candy. All games 
and activities will begin at noon and end at 
7pm. Concert line-up coming soon!

Dog Daze
Saturday, September 8, 1–3pm, F15 Pool
Bring your four-footed furry friend for a swim 
at the F-15 Pool to end the summer season! 
Dog owners are asked to attentively watch 
from poolside during the time their pup is 
swimming or fetching. Dogs must come on 
a leash to the pool area, and pet owners are 
responsible for pet behavior and doggie clean 
up. This event is for furry friends only—no 
two-footed friends in the pool. The small-dog 
group is capped at 200 dogs and the large-
dog group is limited to 150 dogs. Register at 
stapletoncommunity.com/event-calendar

Stanley Arts Festival
Saturday, September 8 at 10am–7pm; Sunday 
September 9 at 10am–5pm
Treat yourself  to art at the Stanley Arts Festi-
val with free event admission. Located at the 
Stanley Marketplace on the border of  Aurora 
and Stapleton, this cultural experience will fea-
ture 100 national juried artists and local flavor, 
providing guests with a chance to interact with 
the visual artists and engage in family-friendly 
art activities. Visit stanleyartsfestival.org

Active Minds Seminar – The Challenges of 
Mexico
Thursday, September 13, 1pm, Sam Gary 
Library
Join Active Minds for an in-depth look 
at our neighbor to the south. We will 
cover Mexican history and recent events 
as we seek to understand how this coun-
try fits in the regional puzzle of  North, 
Central and South America. We will 
examine key issues in Mexican relations 
with the U.S. including immigration, 
trade relations and border security.

OMFest Colorado
Saturday, September 15, 10am–8pm, The 
Green
Join us for yoga, movement and music 
for all. OMFest features artisan and 
craft vendors, food trucks, local brew-
eries and yoga classes all day. Kids are 
free. Visit omfestcolorado.com

Screenagers
Thursday, September 20, 7pm, The Cube
Screenagers is about the impact of  the 
digital age on children and how to help 
families minimize harmful effects and 
find balance. No registration needed.

Active Minds Seminar – The Struggle of 
Syria
Thursday, September 27, 6:30pm, Sam 
Gary Library
Since gaining its independence from the 
French in 1946, Syria has had a rocky 
and troubled history. Since 2011, Syria 
has been fighting a brutal Civil War in 
which the Assad regime (with support 
from Russia and Iran) has used brutal 
tactics to cling to power. On the other 
side, opposition forces have included 
ISIS (which originated in Syria) and al 
Qaeda, making for a complicated situa-
tion relative to U.S. interests. Join Active 
Minds as we seek to understand Syria’s 
complex history and how this informs 
current and future challenges for this 
pivotal player in the Middle East.

Stapleton Open Studios
Saturday, September 29 and 30, 11am–
5pm, Stapleton Community 
Free, self-guided tour of  the inner 
creativity of  24 artists’ work in home 
studios. More info and to download a 
map, visit stapletonartists.org

Sweet William Market
Saturday, September 29, 9am–2pm, The Green
Join us on Saturday, September 29th 
for Sweet William Market! The Sweet 
William Market is an open-air vintage, 
antique and art market. For more infor-
mation about Sweet William Market, 
visit sweetwilliammarket.com

For more information, contact 
Diane Deeter | Community Director
ddeeter@stapletoncommunity.com
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A date night for you.
A delightful romp for the kids.

Getting cheated is just what she 
needed in this cheeky classic comedy

A tender story of true 
friendship for the 
youngest theatre lovers

SEP 21 – OCT 21
Tickets start at $30

OCT 5 – DEC 9
Tickets $10 - $15

ADDITIONAL 
SUPPORT

SEASON 
SPONSORS

DENVERCENTER.ORG   |   Official Tickets: 303.893.4100

Artwork based on the literary works Corduroy and A Pocket for Corduroy by Don Freeman. Licensed by CBS Studios Productions LLC TM & © 2018 
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 These businesses brought you  
the September Front Porch.

Let them know you appreciate that they support the paper.  
Visit them at www.FrontPorchNE.com > Business Directory.

Delivered free every month—more than 27,000 Front Porch 
newspapers are distributed in the Northeast Denver neighborhoods of Stapleton 
— Park Hill — Lowry  Mayfair — Montclair — East Colfax — NW Aurora. 

To advertise, contact Karissa McGlynn at 303-993-9963 or 
KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com. Submit ads for the upcoming issue by the 
15th of the month. Or visit us at FrontPorchNE.com.

Let them know you appreciate their support. 

Supporting them gives NE Denver its own paper.

Supporting them makes this paper possible.

Their support makes the paper possible

Let them know you saw them here

Their support gives NE Denver a community paper.
Your community newspaper. Free. Delivered to your door.

Art Gallery Robert Anderson Gallery 30

Auto Amina Auto Repair and Service 22

DART Auto 15

Children’s  
Activities

Denver Center for the  
Performing Arts 21

Children’s  
Services mindPeace LLC 6

Churches Augustana Lutheran Church 16

Denver Presbyterian Church 22

Montview Blvd Presbyterian 
Church 4

Community 
Organization

Rotary Club of Denver -  
Stapleton 9

Stapleton Master Community 
Association 2

Dance  
Classes Cleo Parker Robinson Dance 20

Dance Institute LLC 20

Dental Clair Family Dentistry 18

Nestman Orthodontics 31

Stapleton Dental 29

Stapleton Orthodontics 26

Town Center Dentistry and 
Orthodontics 32

Williams Family Dentistry 17

Design and 
Remodeling Diane Gordon Design 31

Three Week Kitchens 7

Entertainment Denver Center for the  
Performing Arts 3

Events Overture Stapleton Arts & 
Crafts Market 16

Events  
(continued) Stanley Arts Festival 12

Stapleton Artists 8

Stapleton Community Food 
Drive sponsored by New  
Perspective Real Estate

7

Thursday Night Bazaar at The 
Hangar at Stanley Marketplace 17

Fitness Bladium Sports and Fitness 
Center 10

Health and 
Wellness

Bliss Acupuncture and  
Aesthetics 23

New Day Acupuncture 8

Rise Acupuncture & Holisitc 
Medicine 10

Home  
Builders Boulder Creek Neighborhoods 5

Infinity Home Collection 9

Infinity Home Collection 11

Infinity Home Collection 13

Thrive Home Builders 15

Thrive Home Builders 28

Home  
Furnishings Smart Spaces 10

Home  
Improvement

Reflection Windows & Doors 
LLC 8

Home Services Denver Recycles 28

Sensible Heating & Cooling 27

Hospitals Rose Medical Center 19

St Joseph Hospital 31

Housecleaning Number 1 House Cleaning 28

Lawyers Livelihood Law LLC 4

Medical  
Doctors

Med-Fit, PLLC- Weight Loss 
Specialist 25

New West Physicians / Cherry 
Creek Internal Medicine 7

Stapleton Pediatrics 24

Mortgage Thoroughbred Financial 22

Pets Ciji’s Natural Pet Supplies 6

Pre-Schools/
Childcare Denver Preschool Program 20

Real Estate Jennifer Masket-Valenta Realtor, 
Coldwell Banker 29

Live Urban Real Estate 16

Mindy Milligan, Realtor with 
Realty Trends, LLC 9

RE/MAX Momentum Stapleton 26

The Kearns Team, RE/MAX 
Alliance 24

Tolan Real Estate 22

Wolfe & Epperson Real Estate 30

Restaurants It’s Brothers Bar & Grill 14

La Cueva 22

Schools International School of Denver 21

Monarch Montessori 21

Window  
Coverings Budget Blinds 19

Rocky Mountain Shutters 23

Service  
Directory & 
Classifieds

Service Directory & Classifieds 29
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*THIS DOCUMENT DOES NOT  CONSTITUTE A LEGAL CONTRACT. SEE A BOULDER CREEK STAPLETON SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR HOA DETAILS INCLUDING MAINTENANCE SPECIFICS, 
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RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE, ALTER, DISCONTINUE OR ADD HOMES TO OUR PRODUCT OFFERING AT ANY TIME.  © BOULDER CREEK BRANDS LLC 2018

LIVESTAPLETON.COM  •  720-726-1785
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Find The 
Perfect Nanny

[ Specializing in one-on-one family/nanny matching 
[Offering our uncomparable “in-home” training package 
[Providing optional on call and temporary nanny program

For more information please contact us at: 
720-292-7520 | www.mindpeacecomplete.com 
mindpeacecomplete@gmail.com

Denver / Park Hill
2260 Kearney Street

cijispetsupplies.com
303-322-8000

Celebrating
20Years

Join our Loyalty Program & receive 
20% off your first item when you mention this ad!

*sign up in the store or online to receive the discount / not all brands support this program

NE Denver voter turnout Nov. ‘16:  B– . . . But be proud.

By Charles Borsos

Eighty percent of  registered voters 
in the Front Porch distribution area 
cast ballots in the 2016 Presidential 

election.That would a “B-” if  assigned a 
traditional letter grade. Compare that to 
the “C”  (76%) of  Denver, the “C-” of  
Colorado (72%), and the “F” (56%) of  the 
United States—and that “B-” that stands 
pretty tall. 

In fact, during the 2016 election, north-
east Denver’s hard fought “B-” stood as 
one of  the highest voter turnout rates in 
Denver. Two precincts in Stapleton, shown 
in dark orange on the map, set the curve 
and tied at 92%, the highest turnout of  
registered voters in the city.1 

While voter turnout for the last 35 years in the United 
States remained within a stable range, according to data 
from the U.S. Census, the same period saw increasing num-
bers in Colorado. 

Legislation that allows Coloradans to register online up to and including election day, 
vote at any polling place instead of  at assigned precincts, and receive ballots by mail have 
created an environment in the state where it is easier to register and vote than in many 
other states. These factors, combined with all the other factors that determine who votes 
in individual elections, have resulted in a Colorado voting rate that compares favorably to 
other developed nations where automatic registration or even compulsory voting leads to 
high levels of  election participation. 

But, while Colorado and these northeast Denver precincts may 
stand as prime examples of  participation in the United States, 
they do follow the national trend of  lower voter turnout in mid-
terms—and much lower turnout in primaries. 

The 2018 open primary, which allowed unaffiliat-
ed voters to choose either the Democratic or Re-
publican ballot, did see a dramatic rise in turnout. 
But while 36% is far better than 21% and 22% seen 

We have one of the highest 
turnout rates in Denver.

Some precinct boundaries extend beyond printed map. 

90-100%

80-90%

70-80%

60-70%

Percent of Registered  
Voters Who Voted in the  
2016 Presidential Election

1City and County of  Denver data is 
from the Denver Election Division, 
Colorado-wide data is from the 
Secretary of  State’s office, and 
national figures are drawn from 
United States Census resources. 

in 2016 and 2014 respectively, these primary 
numbers are still paltry compared to presi-
dential races. 
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Made possible thanks to these generous sponsors!

* These sponsors are unable to receive food donations.

CHOOSE ONE OF THREE WAYS TO HELP:

Please help those in our community who are 
suffering from hunger and poor nutrition.

To donate or volunteer, visit:

www.StapletonFoodDrive.com

New Perspective Real Estate 
Presents the 8th Annual

Donations Accepted

Sep 29
thru Oct 8

q Look for the white collection bag delivered to Stapleton homes on Saturday, 
September 29th. Generously fill it with non-perishable items, and place the bag on 
your front porch by 9:00 am on Saturday, October 6th. Volunteers will pick up 
your donation that day.

w Make a cash donation directly to Food Bank of The Rockies. 96¢ of every $1 you give 

goes toward food. Visit fbr.convio.net/goto/StapletonDrive2018 or give to the 
school pantry of your choice at StapletonFoodDrive.com.

e Bring your donations to one of the food drive sponsors and participating schools 
listed at right.*

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 30 1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

SEP–OCT 2018

 Bag 
Pick-up

Final Day to
  Drop-off!

Starts
Today!

WHERE
FAMILIES

COME 
TOGETHER

Create more space for less family drama this season 
and the holiday party is on us!

The first five new kitchen contracts for the 2018 
Holiday season receive a $1000 food and beverage 

credit toward Tony's Market and Grape Expectations.
Book Now for holiday completion - it all starts with a 

phone call!

Contact Us: 303-393-1053 threeweekkitchens.com

Imagine a healthcare practice dedicated to helping 
you stay healthy at every stage of life. 
Our integrated and coordinated approach begins with a 
team of health care professionals and services that include: 
•	 Family practice, hospitalists, and internal medicine
•	 Behavioral health, cardiology, endocrinology, 

gastroenterology, and neurology 
•	 Counseling and classes at our Diabetes & Nutrition Center
•	 Patient advocate to help navigate Medicare

Every Age. 
Every Stage.

Imagine a new, patient-centric approach to medicine. Welcome to the convenience of New West Physicians.

20 Denver area locations 
www.nwphysicians.com

Ascent Family Medicine 
4500 E. 9th Avenue, Suite 320 
Denver, CO 80220 
Phone 303-322-0212 

Cherry Creek Internal Medicine 
4500 E. 9th Avenue, Suite 330 
Denver, CO 80220  
Phone 303-388-4076

15-NWP-0085 2018 Quarter Page ads_Every Age 6.85x4.75_v3.indd   1 7/20/18   4:38 PM

NE Denver voter turnout Nov. ‘16:  B– . . . But be proud.
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By Charles Borsos

Voter turnout data is just part of  
the story. And the high voter 
turnout in NE Denver—and in all 

of  Colorado (relative to the nation)—isn’t 
simply because it is easy here. “I think the 
ease of  voting and the ease of  registration 
both have something to with the fact more 
people vote, but I think also another key 
factor is there isn’t as much bad govern-
ment in Colorado,” says Fred Brown, who 
was a longtime political writer for the Den-
ver Post and is now a professor of  journal-
ism at the University of  Denver (DU). 

“In other words, people aren’t as 
turned off  by government here as they 
might be in some places … where there is 
a long history, especially at the local and 
state level—corrupt politicians and that 
sort of  thing,” says Brown. 

Brown predicts that the upcoming mid-
term election will see higher than usual 
voter turnout in Colorado, with the Gov-
ernor’s race and Congressional District 6 
between Jason Crow (D) and incumbent 
Mike Coffman (R) being of  note. He 
points out that the District 6 race is of  
particular interest to watch because it is in 
a district drawn by a court rather than by 
elected officials. Strategic redistricting, or 
gerrymandering, has become a common 
way for parties to gain and hold political 
office. 

DU Political Science Professor Seth 
Masket points out that most congressional 

races aren’t very competitive. With that 
lack of  competition, he says it is, “not sur-
prising if  voting for congressional races is 
somewhat low.” 

Editor’s note: If  Ballot Measures Y and Z 
pass, state and federal legislative boundaries will 
have to be drawn in a nonpartisan way rather 
than gerrymandered for 
political purposes. Col-
orado is approximately 
one-third each Repub-
lican, Democrat and 
unaffiliated. Less gerry-
mandering in state and 
congressional districts 
and more competitive 
races may give Colorado 
voters another reason 
to cast their ballot and 
believe their vote will 
make a difference.

Colorado’s 
non-presidential 
election voting 
numbers are strong 
in comparison 
to the rest of  the 
country—but, says Masket, “There’s 
often a 20-point gap between turnout 
in a presidential year and turnout in a 
non-presidential year.”

But despite low turnout, he also added 
in his emailed comments, “Midterm elec-
tions are the key time that we actually get 
to hold members of  Congress account-

able for their behavior.” With a congress 
increasingly focused on the presidency, the 
individual state elections are an opportu-
nity for constituents to hold their repre-
sentatives accountable in Washington. 

Primaries see even lower levels of  
turnout and Masket said,“Those who turn 

out in the primaries 
tend to be more ideo-
logically motivated 
than general election 
voters. But that’s not 
the sole reason that 
candidates tend to 
be relatively extreme. 
Parties also pick 
candidates who are 
committed to party 
goals and they make 
it harder for less com-
mitted candidates to 
prevail in primaries.”

A Gallup poll in 
October 2017 showed 
54% of  Americans 
“want political lead-
ers in Washington to 

compromise to get things done,” com-
pared to just 18% who prefer candidates 
who stick to their platform. More extreme 
candidates typically make compromise 
more difficult. 

Local elections and ballot initiatives 
can also suffer from low turnout rates. 
“This is perhaps understandable, given 

the amount of  attention given to presiden-
tial races and the amount of  spending by 
the presidential campaigns on advertising 
and voter turnout efforts. Statewide races 
just can’t compete,” says Masket.

“But it’s still regrettable. In many ways, 
state and local laws affect us far more than 
federal laws do, affecting the quality of  
our schools, how we travel, where we can 
work and live, what we can eat, how we 
deal with trash, etc,” says Masket. “Yet 
media coverage of  these campaigns and 
of  governing at these levels is often much 
lower—and so is voter interest.” 

In Colorado, positions like governor 
switch between the two parties more readi-
ly than other states. “This state is definitely, 
I think, of  two minds,” says Brown.

 But Brown also says the growing num-
ber of  unaffiliated voters registering could 
shake up that two-mind or two-party sys-
tem. The open primary this June (in which 
unaffiliated voters could choose to vote on 
either the Republican or Democratic bal-
lot) was perhaps a step toward a more open 
election system. 

“Colorado is experimenting now,” says 
Brown. While he says he doesn’t think the 
open primary worked “particularly well,” 
he suggests other possible systems might be 
tried, like weighted or proportional elec-
tions. After all, there is no constitutional 
basis for limiting voter choice to two parties 
and, “maybe it’s time for a third party.”

Four Observations
If local government is not viewed as 
corrupt, more people vote.

Low midterm election turnout means 
voters miss their chance to hold 
legislators accountable.

Overall, the voters who do cast ballots in 
primaries tend to be less centrist than the 
majority, creating the likelihood of more 
extreme candidates on the ballot.

The lowest voter turnout of all is for local 
elections—and those are the ones that 
affect our everyday lives the most.

Reflections on Voting Behavior

ACUPUNCTURE
Treating: Pain • Allergies • Stress, Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health Issues • Children’s Health
New Day Acupuncture, 2840 Xanthia Ct. - Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. - Serving Stapleton since 2005
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy • 720-838-7918 • www.acupuncture-in-denver.com

Full-Service Window Cleaning
“Windows so clean you’ll forget they’re there!”20OFF

%
*

www.refl ectionwindows.com
303.426.4474

*The full-service window cleaning experience includes interior, 
exterior, screens and tracks. Up to 15 windows for $139, 

$7 for each additional window.
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We’re building our last homes in Stapleton. In the last 
neighborhood—North End. Surrounded by a bazillion acres of 
open space. Featuring the biggest home sites with spacious  
back yards. Mountain views that will take your breath away. And, 
of course, the coolest home collections in the known universe.

Presales start soon. And offerings are limited. To join our interest 
list, contact Austin at 303.229.7845 or Joe at 720.284.4535.  
Or ask your Realtor.® Learn more at InfinityHomeCollection.com

Your choice: Alto (shown), from the mid $700s. Vive, from the  
mid $800s. And Luxe, starting at about $1 million. 

Stapleton

SEIZE THE VIEW.

»T:10.34

»T:6.5

local service projects & volunteering
Learn about the Rotary Club of Denver Stapleton and the 

many opportunities to give back to your community.

Weekly breakfast meetings and monthly happy hours 
Details at www.facebook.com/DenverStapletonRotaryClub

BluffLake.RealtyTrends.com
Which builder should you choose?

Check out my guide!
Mindy Milligan | 303.919.0811 

Mindy.Milligan@RealtyTrends.com | Realty Trends, LLC

By Charles Borsos

Who are “they” when people 
talk about cyber securi-
ty? “They” can hack into 

your webcam, or computer or email 
account. In the 2016, “they” were the 
Russian actors who, according to the 
U.S. intelligence community, meddled 
in the presidential election. While 
there is no evidence that the actual 
voter rolls or tabulation systems were 
compromised (although probably 
scanned for vulnerabilities), the med-
dling produced fears of  what “they” 
might be able to do in future elections. 

In Colorado, however, securi-
ty-based reforms were well underway 
before the threat of  Russian meddling 
was raised. On top of  being one of  
the easiest states in which to register 
and cast a vote, Colorado was named 

as “the safest state to cast a vote” in 
a 2017 article in the Washington Post. 

According to representatives 
from the City and County of  
Denver and the Secretary of  State’s 
office, the reason for this security 
appears to be that the state has 
incorporated advice from inde-
pendent experts and government 
agencies like the Department of  
Homeland Security (DHS) to form 
a system that is simultaneously high- 
and low-tech. 

“For both practical and legal 
reasons, there is a paper record 
for every ballot cast in Colorado,” 
said Lynn Bartel of  the Secretary 
of  State’s office in an email. While 
electronic machines are available 
at many polling places across the 
state, each also produces a physical 

with a set of  ballots to be looked 
over by hand.

 The closer the race, the more 
ballots looked at during this 
process, says Dillard, and, he 
adds, “All our processes take place 
bipartisanly.”

The Denver Election Division 
website states election results are 
then uploaded to the Secretary of  
State “through an isolated secure 
network that has no ties to any 
other network or the internet.” 
Every other element of  the voting 
process takes place offline with 
physical paper printouts. In a vol-
untary DHS program, Colorado 
received high marks for its election 
network and system and the DHS 
found nothing significant to report. 

Colorado: “The safest state to cast a vote.”
record to fall back on if  issues 
arise. Having a physical record in 
addition to the voting machines 
is a requirement in Colorado that 
goes beyond federal regulations.

Further, a robust auditing pro-
cedure is in place. Alton Dillard 
of  the Denver Elections Division 
explained the process as using a 
combination of  computerized 
mechanisms (such as software that 
can detect if  someone made an 
“x” instead of  filling in the oval) 
and physical checks of  random 
ballots. 

Pictured above are the 10-sided 
dice that counties across Colorado 
use to ensure that a random selec-
tion of  ballots is pulled for audit. 
Each roll of  20 dice produces a 
20-digit number that corresponds 

These 10-sided dice are used by counties throughout Colorado to generat random numbers as part of the system that selects ballots for physical review while votes are being counted.
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Local Experts Weigh in on Superintendent Search
By Melinda Pearson

If  all goes according to plan, Denver 
will welcome a new public schools 
superintendent by the end of  the 

year. Current superintendent Tom 
Boasberg announced his departure in 
July, after nearly 10 years at the helm 
of  a district that includes over 92,000 
students. 

The school board is seeking 
Boasberg’s successor by the end 
of  this year. DPS has invited 
community input through 
mid-September and has en-
gaged a search firm to facilitate 
the search. Candidates will 
be identified mid-September 
through October with finalist(s) 
selected in mid-October.

The Front Porch interviewed 
two local leaders who have 
extensive experience with edu-
cation issues in our community  
about getting a new superinten-
dent.

Laura Lefkowits is a former 
school board member, a leader in Park 
Hill Neighbors for Equity in Education 
(PHNEE) and grandmother of  Stedman 
Elementary students. 

Mary Seawell is also a former school 
board member, current senior vice 
president for education at the Gates 
Family Foundation, and a parent of  
George Washington High and Bill 
Roberts Elementary students.

What are some of the most important accomplish-
ments for DPS during Boasberg’s tenure?

 “I think he’s done a good job of  getting at 
least a part of  the community on board with 
DPS,” says Lefkowits. “I would call that the 
more elite of  the community—fundraisers both 
locally and nationally, foundation heads, pow-
ers that be, as opposed to the grass roots in the 
district, which I think is maybe something that 

has been left behind.” Lefkowits also praises 
Boasberg’s implementation of  more structured 
systems and accountability measures.

For Seawell, Boasberg has demonstrated “a 
real commitment to equity …whether people 
think it’s been implemented well or not, every 
single meeting, every single document, every 
single speech is really centered around equity 
for all students.” Seawell also praises  out-

Former Denver School Board member Mary Seawell

*Offer good on a 12-month term   
membership with first month’s dues. 

Offer expires 09/30/2018.

GET 75% OFF 

ENROLLMENT*

EXPAND YOUR LIMITS 
AND GET MORE FROM YOUR 

FITNESS MEMBERSHIP!
75+ Group Exercise Classes

Complete Fitness Center
83,000 Sq Ft Facility

4 Fitness Studios
2 Les Mills Virtual Studios

Cardio / Strength / Cycle / HIIT
Mind Body / Barre / Yoga
Locker Room / Showers

Sauna / Steam Room
Child Care Activities

Extensive Weight Area
Circuit Training

Volleyball / Basketball Court
Indoor Soccer Fields

Sports Bar & Café
Large Seating Areas

Free WiFi
ENHANCE YOUR MEMBERSHIP WITH:

Personal Training • CrossFit
Adult Soccer Programs

P 303.320.3033
2400 Central Park Blvd. • Denver, CO 80238

BLADIUMDENVER.COM

50% OFF fi rst visit 
$60 value, must mention this ad

720.507.7238 | www.riseholisticmedicine.com
info@riseholisticmedicine.com

Renata Silveira, LAc.
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Local Experts Weigh in on Superintendent Search

comes, including enrollment growth and 
retention, graduation rates, the focus on 
English Language Learners and the imple-
mentation of  dual enrollment programs, 
where high school students can gain college 
credit in high school. 

What are some areas of improvement for DPS?
“There is not a shared sense of  vision and 
purpose in Denver around education. There 
are just so many factions. It is astounding to 
me, frankly,” says Seawell. “I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen an era where people define wheth-
er or not the school system is working by 
their own personal experience.” She feels it 
is incumbent upon DPS and its new leader-

ship to foster a shared sense of  purpose.  
Lefkowits agrees. “The district un-

der Tom’s leadership has fallen short 
of  engaging the grassroots community. 
People have felt 
left out of  many 
conversations, and 
that…promotes 
factionalism,” she 
says. It can pro-
mote reactionary 
responses too, she 
adds, where people think, “’If  there’s one 
thing wrong, the whole system is wrong,’ 
as opposed to more of  a feeling of  ‘How 
can we get engaged?’” 

Both Lefkowits 
and Seawell agree 
that greater school 
integration and 
attention to equity 
should be priori-
ties going forward. 
But how that takes 
shape will become 
more clear 
in the 
choice of  a 
new leader.

What is at 
stake in the 
choice of a 
new super-
intendent? 
What are the 
issues?

Seawell 
observes 
that DPS 
has been 
on a path 
towards greater 
decentralization, 
where schools and 

teachers have more control over testing, 
budgets, schedules and curriculum. “I 
think we’re starting to see an evolution 
at DPS. What will be interesting is if  the 

school board—
which has been 
very supportive 
of  this, all seven 
members—sees 
this as something 
important in the 
next superinten-
dent or if  they 

want to go towards a more centralized 
district. Those are the two paths, and I 
think the superintendent search will tell us 
which vision the school board sees.”

“To me, the fundamental tension be-
tween centralized and decentralized has to 
do with equity and who’s accountable for 
equity,” says Lefkowits. “There’s a concept 
in the research about defined autonomy. 
The more responsibility and authority 
you give to a school, the more you have to 
define what they are responsible for and 
accountable for…it’s not just free rein.”

What about the process in selecting a superin-
tendent? 

Both former school board members 
agree that the school board’s most im-
portant responsibility is to make a wise 
choice, and both question how quickly 
the process is unfolding. “They just need 
more time. They definitely could find 
someone else to fill in… there’s nothing 
magic about October,” says Lefkowits.

And to voices in the community who 
are urging even greater transparency 
about the search, Lefkowits cautions, 
“Transparency is dictated by the law…
DPS should put out a statement about 
“the way in which they’re limited and the 
respect they need to have for potential 
candidates who may ... be currently in a 
superintendency.”

Former Denver School Board member Laura Lefkowits

Tom Boasberg visited DSST:Stapleton Middle School in 2014 during the school’s celebration of having no achievement gap and 
having the second highest School Performance Framework Score in the City.
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Introducing our biggest, best—and last—new homes in Stapleton. 
Think soaring ceilings. Euro-style kitchens. Sliding glass walls that 
open up to airy outdoor rooms and spacious back yards. Rooftop 
decks. And mountain views that would knock your socks off if you 
wore socks.

Presales start soon. And offerings are limited. To join our interest 
list, contact Austin at 303.229.7845 or Joe at 720.284.4535.  
Or ask your Realtor.® Learn more at InfinityHomeCollection.com

Your choice: Alto, from the mid $700s. Vive (shown), from the 
 mid $800s. And Luxe, starting at about $1 million.

Stapleton

TA-DAH.

»T:10.34

»T:6.5

“It’s astounding to me. I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen an era where people define 
whether or not the school system is work-
ing by their own personal experience.”
			   —Mary Seawell
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Fundraisers and Researchers: A Winning Team for Survivors 

By Laurie Dunklee

“I was so fortunate to beat leukemia,” 
says Paige McCoy, 31. “The right 
tools and research allowed me to 

survive.” 
Much of  the funding for research on 

leukemia that saves the lives of  patients 
like Paige comes from the fundraising 
efforts of  people like Stapleton dentist 
Brett Kessler. For almost two decades, 
Kessler has devoted his athletic endeavors 
to the cause. His efforts hit close to home 
when a Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
(LLS) team he was on in the early 2000s 
raised $2 million that was sent to a Seattle 
researcher who was working on a revolu-
tionary treatment for a specific leukemia. 
It was a grim but fitting coincidence when 
his mother, Gloria Kessler, was diagnosed 
in 2009 with that type of  leukemia. 
“Mom would not have lived the almost 
nine years that followed her diagnosis 
without that research. So I know the 
value of  research dollars.”

tra-marathons—including a 50-mile race. 
He started competing for The Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society (LLS) in 2001 
and then coached the Team in Training 
program for seven years. The Team in 
Training program prepares athletes for 
competitive endurance challenges to raise 
money for cancer research. “We have 
raised a bunch of  money to cure blood 
cancers,” he says.

The LLS website says the organization 
has invested more than $1.2 billion in 
groundbreaking research since 1949.

Kessler’s mom died in 2017 at age 73. 
Now he competes in honor of  her. Kes-
sler says the Ironman Competition will 
be “an adventure 
that will push my 
limits emotionally, 
physically and spir-
itually every day. 
Mom goes with 
me—I think of  her 
a lot.” 

Ironman 
competitors tackle 
a 2.4-mile ocean 
swim, a 112-mile 
bicycle ride and a 
26.2-mile run—in 
that order—with-
out a break. “Most 
of  the competitors 
have won another 
Ironman, so this 
is no casual race,” 
Kessler says. “I’ll 
be with the world’s 
fastest. It’s like the 
Olympics for me.”

Kessler wants 
people to under-
stand that their contributions to medical 
research have life-changing impacts. “In 
the late ‘90s during my hospital oncology 
residency, many people died of  leukemia 

or lymphoma because there wasn’t much 
treatment at the time. New treatments 
are raising survival rates dramatically.”

McCoy says it’s important to help 
the scientists so they can help patients. 
“There’s no cure for leukemia, so 
research will help us find it. We have 
drugs to get it into remission, but we 
need more protocols. Researchers are 
also working on ways to reduce the side 
effects of  cancer treatment. People die 
from the treatments because they are so 
hard on the body.” 

In October 2015, McCoy was diag-
nosed with acute lymphoblastic leuke-
mia, a type of  leukemia that starts in 

the bone marrow. 
Between Octo-
ber and January, 
she underwent 
chemotherapy, ra-
diation and finally 
a bone marrow 
transplant. The 
transplant put the 
cancer in remis-
sion in January 
2016. 

McCoy says 
that since she’s 
remained in 
remission past the 
2-1/2-year mark, 
her chances of  re-
lapse are very low. 
“I’ve gone back to 
living.” 

Beating leuke-
mia changed Mc-
Coy’s life. Before 
she got sick, she 
was a paralegal 

for a law firm—but after her recovery 
she changed careers. She now works in 
administration in the oncology depart-
ment at CU 

After surviving leukemia, Paige McCoy changed 
jobs and now works with cancer patients.

Stapleton dentist Brett Kessler trains for the upcoming Ironman World Championship in Hawaii.  
His goal is to raise $100,000 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in honor of his mother.

(continued on page 15)

Kessler’s upcoming challenge is the Iron-
man World Championship in Kona, Hawaii 
on October 13,2018. His goal is to raise 
$100,000 for The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society—which will help fund the work of  
CU researchers Dr. James DeGregori and Dr. 
Daniel Pollyea, featured on the next page.

Making a Difference in  
the Fight Against Cancer

Recovery stories like those of  Paige Mc-
Coy and Gloria Kessler depend on people 
like Brett Kessler who commit to raising 
money for research on new life-saving 
treatments. 

“It’s an opportunity to make a differ-
ence in the fight, while doing something I 
love,” says Kessler, who has lived in Staple-
ton since 2002 with his orthodontist wife, 
Gina, and their four children, ages 8 to 18.

Since 1994 he has competed in doz-
ens of  triathlons and marathons, five 
half-Ironman competitions and four ul-
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Fundraisers and Researchers: A Winning Team for Survivors 
Dr. DeGregori is 
researching targeted 
interventions that 
“disfavor cancer 
without being so 
disruptive so as 
to prevent healthy 
immune responses.”

Private Grants Are Vital  
to Cutting-Edge Research
By Melinda Pearson

The connection between running 
a race and curing cancer might seem 
abstract, but it’s not to local research-
ers who benefit from The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society (LLS) funding.

In fact, it wouldn’t be a stretch to say 
that LLS grants have led to what may 
be one of  the most significant advances 
for one of  the most common and vicious 
types of  blood cancers, acute myeloid 
leukemia (AML). 

Although leukemia, lymphomas and 
myelomas are rare compared to solid 
cancer tumors, nearly 175,000 new 

cases are diagnosed every year, with an 
estimated 1.3 million people affected by 
these blood cancers. AML, which is most 
prevalent in older adults, has the lowest 
survival rate of  any leukemia, at just 
27.4% over five years among adults.

But this grim statistic could soon 
change due to the research of  Dr. Dan 
Pollyea and his team of  clinical research-
ers at the University of  Colorado School 
of  Medicine. 

“For many decades, the only…avail-
able therapies [for AML] involved really 
intensive chemotherapy,” says Pollyea, 
“And it can work for some people, but 
it’s very toxic.” Older adults struggle to 
withstand the side effects, and outcomes 
have been poor, he said.

The last decade of  research  by 
investigators at the University of  
Colorado has been focused on the 
leukemia stem cell population, the 
cells that give rise to leukemia and 
cause relapses. Pollyea and his team 
have sought weaknesses in this leuke-
mia stem cell population, specifically 
focusing on a protein called BCL2. 

They embarked on a clinical trial 
program three years ago, focused on 
an inhibitor of  the BCL2 protein. 
“Our unique interest in this was that 
this could potentially be the first ther-
apy that could effectively eradicate 
leukemia stem cell populations,” said 
Pollyea. “If  you can really eradicate 
the leukemia stem cells, then you can 
potentially cure this disease.”

And the results of  their clinical 
trials are “unbelievable” said Pollyea. 
“We can really get 80% to 90% of  
people into complete remission with 
this approach.” The mostly outpa-
tient, well-tolerated, non-intensive 
chemotherapy has led to durable re-

sponses, with few relapses and extended 
survival rates. “In some cases we can 
now prove that…this is a potentially 
curative regimen,” added Pollyea. 

This game-changing research can be 
traced back to funding that has come 
through grants like those provided by 
the LLS.

“LLS has been crucial personally to 
my career,” says Pollyea. “I was funded 
by Leukemia & Lymphoma Society as 
a fellow to work on projects that led to 
my position here at the University of  
Colorado.” In addition, the key basic 
research from the lab of  Dr. Craig  Jor-
dan, also at the University of  Colorado 
School of  Medicine, that demonstrated 
the strong dependency of  leukemia 
stem cells on the BCL2 protein was also 
funded by the LLS. And in a climate of  
potentially shrinking government fund-
ing for research, private grants like those 
made by LLS are vital to cutting-edge 
research.

Dr. James DeGregori at the Univer-
sity of  Colorado School of  Medicine 

says that he 
has received 
at least half  
his funding 
for leukemia 
research from 
LLS grants 
over the years 
and continues 
to seek private 
funding.

DeGrego-
ri brings an 
evolutionary 
biology ap-
proach to can-
cer research. 

Dr. Daniel Pollyea’s research results have been “unbelievable,” getting 80% to 
90% of people into complete remission.

(continued on 
page 15)

Dr. James DeGregori is researching ways to mitigate changes that occur with aging, which 
create an opportunity for cancer cells to take hold.
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We’re building our last homes in Stapleton. In the last 
neighborhood—North End. Surrounded by a bazillion acres of 
open space. Featuring the biggest home sites with spacious  
back yards. Mountain views that will take your breath away. And, 
of course, the coolest home collections in the known universe.

Presales start soon. And offerings are limited. To join our interest 
list, contact Joe at 720.284.4535 or Austin at 303.229.7845.  
Or ask your Realtor.® Learn more at InfinityHomeCollection.com

Your choice: Alto, from the mid $700s. Vive, from the mid $800s.  
And Luxe (shown), starting at about $1 million.

Stapleton
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By Carol Roberts

uWhen will the new lane on Central Park 
Bridge open? 

The new estimated completion date is October 31, 
according to Nancy Kuhn of  Denver Public Works.

vWhat is the construction schedule for  
the MLK Extension?

“The project goes out to bid on August 29. We expect to 
begin construction in late fall and the current anticipated 
completion date is early 2020. The dates will be more 
firmly established once the procurement process is over 
and a contractor is on board,” according to Nancy Kuhn, 
Denver Public Works.

w I-70 Construction noise ordinance hearing 
will be September 6.

Kiewit Meridiam Partners, the contractor for the 
I-70 construction project, requested a night time noise 
variance in July, saying they couldn’t complete the project 

on schedule in 2022 without the variance. A July hearing 
was scheduled, but based on community response to that 
request, the hearing before the Board of  Public Health and 
Environment was postponed. Kiewit has suggested some noise 
mitigation measures that are expected to be publicized on 
August 30.

The noise variance hearing is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 
6, at 5:30 pm in the third floor Parr Widener Room at the City 
and County Building, 1437 Bannock St. Input for DDPHE’s 
recommendation and comments for the Board on the variance 
request can be sent via email to BEH@denvergov.org by Sept. 
5. Any change to the meeting location will be posted prior to 
the meeting at denvergov.org/BPHE. For questions regarding 
the hearing contact Kathy Houston at 720-865-5484 or email 
BEH@Denvergov.org

xWill the A-Line horns be stopping soon?

The City of  Denver and RTD filed an application to the 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) on approximately 
August 6 requesting to stop the horns on the A Line. “We will 
not be able to speculate on how long this might take, we are 
dependent upon the regulatory process being completed and 
approved,” said Scott Reed, Assistant General Manager for 
Communications by email. At the time the Front Porch went to 
press they did not have a response from the FRA.

yRemember the plan to widen Quebec?  
It’s off the table for now.

In September 2017 the City started the environmental review 
process to determine the impacts of  Quebec improvements 
between E. 13th Ave and E. 26th Ave. In that review process, “it 
was determined that estimated costs to implement the recom-
mendations are well beyond the $23M we have in available 
funding and no additional funding for the project has been 
identified at this time.” The city continues to engage in the East 
Neighborhood Planning Initiative (search DenverGov.org for 
East Area Plan).

The Front Porch described the improvements in our May 2015 
issue, “Funding Approved for MLK Extension and Quebec 
Improvements.”

zWhat’s happening at the Quebec interchange 
during the I-70 project? 

With the start of  the Central 70 construction, the Front Porch 
requested information on how the Quebec St./I-70 interchange 
will be improved. Work is not scheduled until the third and 
fourth quarters of  the construction project that’s scheduled to be 
completed in 2022, but the basic changes are described in the 
caption with the graphic at right.

For more information go to www.codot.gov and search for  
“Central 70.”

{Brookfield Asset Management Acquires  
Forest City 

On July 31, Brookfield Asset Management Company and For-
est City, the master developer of  Stapleton, announced on their 
websites that Bookfield woud acquire Forest City in a transaction 
vlued at $11.4 billion, subject to approval by Forest City stock-
holders. 

Forest City’s assets, in that announcement, are described as 
6.3 million square feet of  high-quality office space, 2.3 million 
square feet of  premier life science assets, primarily in Cambridge, 
MA, 2.2 million square feet of  retail space and 18,500 multifam-
ily units, as well as five large-scale development projects in the 
New York Metro area, San Francisco and Washington, D.C.

Surprisingly, to those of  us who think of  Stapleton as a big 
project, it was not mentioned by name in the press release. In 
response to an email asking what this acquisition means for the 
Stapleton development, Tom Gleason, Forest City Stapleton’s 
Vice President for Public Relations replied, “The entire compa-
ny, including anything we own at Stapleton, will be acquired if  
the shareholders vote to accept the deal. The reference in the 
press release to the ‘large development projects’ was intended to 
point to large chunks of  future entitled development. Because 
Stapleton is largely a land project, and reaching a mature stage, 
we consider it in a different category.”

Awaiting an answer 
on train horns from 
the Federal Railroad 
Administration

w

y

z

{
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Anschutz Medical 
Campus with the Cancer Clinical Trials 
Office. “I wanted to work in the medical 
field on behalf  of  patients.”

As the LLS’s 2018 Honored Hero 
for the annual Light the Night fundrais-
er, McCoy speaks at events to provide 
inspiration and support for the fundrais-
ing programs of  the nonprofit.  “I am a 
different person after leukemia. I have a 
new perspective. I learned the importance 
of  supporting patients and caregivers. I 

changes that we do reverse,” explains 
DeGregori. 

The approach used in humans 
will likely be different than that used 
in mice, he added, but “By learning 
what changes are key, we can design 
more targeted interventions that 
would allow us to basically change 
the landscape just enough to disfavor 
cancer without being so disruptive so 
as to prevent healthy immune re-
sponses.”

Fundraisers and Survivors

“From my lab’s perspective, we don’t get 
cancer because, during youth, our tissues 
are maintained relatively consistently,” 
explains DeGregori.  “If  you were to look 
at the lungs of  a 20-year-old nonsmoker 
and a 40-year-old nonsmoker, they really 
wouldn’t look that different. But later in 
life, they start to look different. Things 
start to change.” 

And it is with the changes in the aging 
human body that opportunistic cancer 
cells find a way to take hold, developing 
into solid tumors or blood cancers, like 
leukemia and lymphoma, he theorizes.

“How can we mitigate those changes, 
and which changes need to be mitigat-
ed?” asks DeGregori. “I’d love to make a 
tissue completely youthful-like. If  I could 
do that, then you’d essentially not only 
avoid cancer but you’d avoid aging.” 

While this fountain of  youth is thus far 
still elusive, the research of  DeGregori 
and his colleagues is pointing the way 
towards clinical interventions in the aging 
process that could interfere with cancer-
ous proliferation.

“We’ve designed strategies that reduce 
cancer incidence in old mice. We don’t 
completely rejuvenate the tissue, but 
there’s a fraction of  the age-associated 

Cancer Research
(continued from page 13)

was lucky because I was young going 
through cancer, and now I get the rest 
of  my life to give back.”

To donate to Brett Kessler’s fund-
raising effort, see: https://pages.team-
intraining.org/rm/
ironworl18/bkessler 

For more infor-
mation about The 
Leukemia & Lym-
phoma Society visit 
www.lls.org.

(continued from page 12)

4801 Monaco St • dartauto.com • 303-296-1188

Forest City previously sold the Shops at 
Northfield to QIC, an Australian asset man-
agement company, so, in Stapleton, Brook-
field is acquiring Forest City’s apartments, 
retail property, land not yet sold to builders, 
and land not yet acquired from Denver 
International Airport.

At the August Citizens Advisory Board 
meeting, Gleason said 88 acres (including 
the land adjoining the tower) remain to 
be purchased from Denver International 
Airport. He confirmed that David Friedman 
has purchased the land for Sprouts and 
other retail, along with residential, near the 
Central Park Station, so that land is not part 

of  the Brookfield 
deal. Gleason did 
not respond to our 
inquiry about the 
retail and residen-
tial development 
plans Forest City 
had previously 
announced for 
the land directly 
adjoining Central 
Park Station. It is 
our assumption 
that that land is 
being acquired by 
Brookfield, which 
will determine it’s 
future use. 

Who is Brook-
field Asset Man-
agement? Their 
website says the 
company, found-
ed in 1899 and 
based in Toronto, 
Canada, manages 
$282 billion in 
assets that “form 
the backbone 
of  the global 
economy.” Assets 
include utilities, 
transport, energy, 
communications 
infrastructure, 

sustainable resources including more 
than 200 hydroelectric facilities, and 
several high quality business services and 
industrial companies. They employ more 
than 80,000 people in 30 countries.

On the subject of  community 
engagement, the website states, “... we 
continually look to involve our local 
communities...”

Mayor Hancock said the City of  
Denver has worked with Brookfield 
on commerical projects in Denver and 
confirmed that they will be required to 
fulfill the requirement of  ten percent 
affordable housing in Stapleton.

Improvements at the Quebec/I-70 interchange will include:
—Widening of the lanes under the bridge from 60 feet today to just over  
   153 feet to accommodate new lanes and new eight-foot sidewalks
—Two lengthened left turn lanes for both east- and westbound I-70 access
—Moving the exit and entrance to westbound 70 closer to the highway
—Longer acceleration lanes to merge onto I-70
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Ken Greenfield
303.478.4663

Stephanie menuey
303.709.7848

Bruno Nardi
720.394.4236

Carolyn dooling
303.250.8544

edgeurbandenver.com

we know. we love. we live the area.
Live Urban has brought together 
your favorite Northeast Denver 
brokers. We:

July 2018

Market data as reported by ReColorado.

call us or visit our website for  
a free property valuation!

• Have collectively sold hundreds of homes in NE Denver
• Use innovative marketing on the “Edge of Urban” 
• Understand today’s savvy buyers and sellers
• Counsel buyers, sellers and investors
• Deliver value through collaboration
• Have exceptional market analysis and knowledge 

STAPLETON

MEDIAN DAYS  
ON MARKET

Average sold 
price

10
$557,499

LOWRY

MEDIAN DAYS  
ON MARKET

Average sold 
price

11
$624,138

MAYFAIR/HALE

MEDIAN DAYS  
ON MARKET

Average sold 
price

9
$445,825

PARK HILL

MEDIAN DAYS  
ON MARKET

Average sold 
price

6
$555,000

MONTCLAIR

MEDIAN DAYS  
ON MARKET

Average sold 
price

10
$557,499

NE AURORA

MEDIAN DAYS  
ON MARKET

Average sold 
price

7
$301,000

Arts & Crafts Market
Sat., Sept. 8, 9am–3pm

Overture Stapleton - 8133 E. 29th Place A vibrant faith community serving glocally  |  Sunday Worship: 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
5000 E Alameda Ave  |  Denver CO 80246  |  303-388-4678  |  www.augustanadenver.org

“God’s work. Our hands.”
A dedicated day of service in our community.

Sunday, September 9, 9 a.m.  |  www.augustanadenver.org

Join us for

By Melinda Pearson

What do local families want 
to see in a new local middle 
school? That’s the question on 

the minds of  three school leaders vying to 
open a new 500-600 seat middle school 
in the Greater Park Hill/Stapleton enroll-
ment zone in Fall 2019.

Denver Green School, High Tech Elementary and 
Beacon Middle Schools submitted letters of  intent in July. 
Applications are due at the end of  October with a decision 
to be made by December 2018.

The new school will be located in north Stapleton at a 
site to be determined, although its temporary opening loca-
tion will be at the new Park Street Campus where Inspire 
Elementary is now located, along 56th Ave. Its permanent 
location will likely be a shared campus, said Maya Lagana, 
Senior Director of  Portfolio Management for DPS.

Local families were surprised that McAuliffe Interna-
tional School did not submit a letter of  intent. Principal 
Kurt Dennis said his leadership team spent a lot of  time 
considering the idea but ultimately, concerns about limited 
size, the probability of  sharing a campus, and the early 
opening date dissuaded McAuliffe from applying.

Community Engagement
On social media and via email conversations, Park Hill 

and Stapleton residents have expressed concerns about 
what the new school will be like. 

Will it offer a comprehensive program, including languag-
es, arts and sports? Or will it be a specialized, charter school, 
with an emphasis on a specific content or school culture? 
Can it be a diverse school and still accommodate the rapid 
growth occurring in Stapleton? Where will it be located? 

Most importantly, they ask, will DPS listen to the com-
munity?

“Our process will be guided largely by a facility alloca-
tion process which centralizes student academic growth 
and achievement, alignment with district priority needs 
and community support and demand,” said DPS’s Lagana. 
“We will also be working with the community in the com-
ing months to identify the priorities they have for a new 
middle school in the area, and those will be centralized in 
the process as well.”

Three Schools Vie for North Stapleton Site

High Tech ECE-8
•	 Currently has one ECE-5 

innovation school in 
Stapleton zone

•	 Current executive prin-
cipal, Amy Gile, would 
serve as overall principal 
of proposed K-8 program

•	 Interested in applying 
based on strong parent 
interest, successful pro-
gram and unique focus on 
personalized learning

•	 Intends to continue 
model of comprehensive 
programming, using 
computers to enhanced 
project- based learning, 
writing and special needs, 
and offering Spanish, 
sports, arts.

•	 Proposes a “full inclu-
sion” model for special 
education, mainstreaming 
students into traditional 
classrooms

•	 High Tech Elementary’s 
2018 CMAS results: 

•	 61% met or exceeded stan-
dards on English Language 
Arts (ELA),  with 41% 
median growth

•	 52% met or exceeded stan-
dards on Math with 50% 
median growth

•	 Will engage community 
and conduct site visits to 
other middle schools to de-
velop detailed application 
and plan

•	 Learn more at hightechele-
mentary.dpsk12.org

The Schools
From interviews with leaders of  the three candidate schools, 

one thing became clear: each school leader is eager to connect 
with the local community to learn what people who live in the 
GPHS zone most want and need in a new middle school. “We 
want to work with the community and actively find what makes 
the most sense,” says Kartal Jaquette a Lead Partner with the 
Denver Green School.

All three candidate schools are innovation schools, meaning 
they are district-run but with more flexibility than tradition-
al schools. School leaders confirmed that their teachers are 
licensed and paid at least union wages. All have “green” SPF 
ratings in 2017, indicating academic strength, and good reputa-
tions in the district. 

•	 Currently has one K-8 
school in south Denver 
with focus on sustain-
ability, including a 
farm and garden

•	 Member of Luminary 
Learning Network, an 
innovation zone

•	 Unique governance 
– leadership includes 
nine teachers, three 
administrators, who 
decide in consensus

•	 Experienced leader 
would come to new 
school from original 
school

•	 Core values include 
teacher empowerment, 
sustainability, com-
munity engagement, 
excursions/hands-on 
learning, equity and 
diversity

•	 Denver Green School’s 
2018 CMAS results: 
—58% met or exceed-
ed standards on English 
Language Arts (ELA), 
with 78% median 
growth
—40% met or exceed-
ed standards on Math, 
with 76% median 
growth.*
—Lead Partner, Kartal 
Jaquette, says,  “We 
want to work with the 
community and actively 
find what makes the 
most sense,” and hopes 
to host a barbecue for 
the community this fall.

•	 Check out horizontal-
education.com and 
denvergreenschool.com 
to learn more

Denver Green School
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www.MargieWilliamsDDS.com
303-945-2699

Margie Williams, DDS
Molly Johnson, DDS

2979 N. Iola St. Denver CO 80238

Treating all members 
of the family and ALWAYS
accepting new patients

 
 

 
  

FREE Whitening For Life*
*Call for details

of  intent are targets,” says Lagana, “but students who reside 
in the enrollment zone will always get first priority into this 
school and every other school.” 

The applicant schools will be holding community meet-

Three Schools Vie for North Stapleton Site

All have 1:1 computer programs (one computer per 
child), but they emphasize that the computers merely en-
hance, not replace, traditional learning. Technology “is not 
their teacher,” said Amy Gile, Executive Principal of  High 
Tech Elementary.

The three schools all intend to offer foreign languages 
and arts, likely as electives or enrichments, and all three 
will field DPS sports teams as well as club or elective sports 
opportunities.

So far, the schools have only submitted non-binding 
letters of  intent, which offer a sketch of  the proposed pro-
grams.1 The chart above summarizes the schools’ current 
proposals, but as Alex Magaña, Executive Director for the 
Beacon Schools points out, these are provisional: “It all 
depends on the demand of  the school.” 

For example, issues like ultimate size of  the school or 
proposed demographics can be modified based on com-
munity input and demand. “The targets listed in the letters 

ings and will attend the Stapleton United Neighbors (SUN) 
meeting scheduled for October 16. DPS also intends to hold 
community meetings, which they will announce at the end 
of  September. To get involved in the process, email Maya 
Lagana with DPS at Maya_Lagana@dpsk12.org.

1 According to Lagana of DPS, state law regarding charter 
schools mandates that DPS consider applicants who have not 
submitted letters of intent but later submit an application. Addi-
tional applications are not expected, however, and DPS believes 

•	 Currently has two innova-
tion middle schools in its 
nascent network, Grant 
Beacon and Kepner Bea-
con. Approved by DPS to 
open a third somewhere in 
the district.

•	 Current Executive Principal, 
Alex Magaña, plans to 
mentor new school leader 
on site

•	 Beacon network schools 
have four “cornerstones”: 

•	 Blended Learning - all stu-
dent levels served together 
in classrooms

•	 Extended Learning – longer 
school days with enrich-
ment/elective options for 
languages, arts, STEM, 
etc., offered two per week, 
each two days a week, in 
9-week sessions

•	 Character Development – 
focused on school culture 
and leadership

•	 Critical Thinking – inspiring 
students to self-reflect

•	 Grant Beacon’s 2018 CMAS 
results: 

•	 46% met or exceeded stan-
dards in English Language 
Arts (ELA),  with 69% median 
growth

•	 27% met or exceeded 
standards in Math with 54% 
median growth. 

•	 Kepner Beacon’s, 2018 
CMAS results: 

•	 26% met or exceeded stan-
dards in English Language 
Arts (ELA)e, with 70% growth

•	 7% met or exceeded stan-
dards in Math with 42% 
growth.

•	 Nationally recognized model 
can be adapted fit needs 
of community - invites input, 
visits, questions from people

•	 Learn more at https://beacon-
networkschools.org/

Beacon Middle School

School Beacon Middle School Denver Green School 
Northfield Campus High Tech ECE-8

Grades 6-8 6-8 ECE-8

Charter? No, Innovation No, Innovation No, Innovation

Proposed Leader To be Hired/ 
Alex Magaña Kartal Jaquette Amy Gile

Proposed Enrollment 510 540 450 (can grow)

Proposed Demographics
70% FRL 
15% SPED 
30% ELL

42.7% FRL 
11.0% SPED 
14.6% ELL

40% FRL 
10% SPED 
20% ELL

Foreign Languages Yes Yes Yes

Sports Yes Yes Yes

Arts Yes Yes Yes

Licensed Teachers yes yes yes

Current SPF Green Green Green

Community Input 
Meeting Dates

9/10/18, 6pm
Location to be announced

9/28/18, 3:30–6:30pm
10/13/18 11am–2:30pm
BBQ @ Central Park (MLK & Beeler)

9/13/18, 6pm, Hallet
9/25/18 5:30pm, High Tech
10/4/18, 6pm, Swigert

ECE – Early Childhood Education; FRL – Free and Reduced Lunch; SPED – Special Education; ELL – English Language Learner
These three schools have submitted letters of intent. Leaders at these applicant schools emphasized that the details in the letters of 
intent are provisional. Ultimately, community input, demand, and DPS priorities will shape the final proposals.
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By Courtney Drake-McDonough

Daniel Haykin finds apples capti-
vating. Not only will 
he tell you that but 

it’s readily apparent in the 
sole ingredients of  the cider 
he makes: apples and yeast. 
Haykin explains that this 
simplicity follows the more 
than 1000-year tradition of  
cider-making originating in 
western Europe and brought 
to America by the Founding 
Fathers. Daniel and his wife 
Talia opened Haykin Family 

Cider in February, taking their in-home 
hobby into a commercial setting in an 

industrial strip just east 
of  Stapleton. Their goal, 
besides making a bever-
age they enjoy drinking, 
is to honor the history, 
the variety of  flavors and 
terroir of  apples, spe-
cifically, those grown in 
Colorado.

Even before they 
opened the cidery, the 
Haykins were winning 
prestigious, international 

Cider in the City
Daniel and Talia Haykin sit in the tasting room at their cidery just east of Stapleton. They use a wide variety of apples to produce 
a range of ciders for American customers, who are generally less familiar with the drink than Europeans. 

awards in blind competitions which give 
small cider-makers like Daniel and Talia 
an even playing field. “When your wife 
and mother say they like it (the cider), 
that’s great, but it’s completely different 
when it’s coming from the judges (at these 
competitions). We wouldn’t be here if  it 
wasn’t for the competitions because we 
wouldn’t have believed we were doing 
something world class. It helped convince 
us it was true.”   

When people visit their tasting room, 
the comment the Haykins and their staff  
hear most is “I didn’t know cider could 
taste like this.” This allows them an op-

portunity to show people, especially wine and 
beer lovers, what an apple can become with 
some warm days, cool nights and time to rest 
after picking to allow the sugars to develop. It’s 
also a chance to clarify the differences between 
wine, cider and beer.

“Cider is wine made out of  apples and the 
best cider comes from the best apples,” explains 
Daniel. People often mistakenly ask the couple 
if  they “brew cider,” but cider is never cooked 
and is, therefore, “live.” “Beer is heated which 
is where ‘brewing’ comes from,” explains 
Daniel. “Beer is made out of  grain, cider is 
made out of  apples. Beer is best enjoyed fresh 
while wine benefits from aging.” All of  Haykin’s 
equipment is made for white wine-making, 
from the press to the bottling machine. 
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The purity of  the apple is critical to the 
Haykins’ product. While some ciders play off  
of  the beer-inspired trend to add flavors like 
hops, jalapeños and chocolate, for example, 
Haykin Family Cider won’t do that. “Histor-
ically, there’s the contention that there’s so 
much biodiversity in the apple world, such a 
tremendous palette of  flavors and aroma, you 
don’t need to hide the apple behind anything. 

Cider is not brewed like beer, nor distilled like liquor. 
Rather, using the tanks (pictured top left), the apples 
are fermented like wine. At Haykin, the similarities to 
wine-making continue with the use of special cham-
pagne bottles (right), topped with a cork (above).

Just like a grape can stand on its own, so too, can the 
apples.”

The couple finds that both beer and wine lovers 
enjoy discovering their ciders. It’s most popular with 
beer drinkers who, they find, are more likely to have 
experimented with fermentation through home-brew-
ing. When presented with a flight of  seven ciders in 

the tasting room, both wine and beer drinkers are 
surprised how different each one tastes and that 
each is from apples. They are also surprised by the 
cider containers, champagne bottles ordered from 
Quebec. They can withstand the high level of  
carbonation pressure,which at 60psi, is just under 
that of  Champagne. 

Located a few minutes away from Stapleton’s 
Eastbridge restaurant area, Stanley Marketplace 
and the Anschutz campus, visitors are welcome 
to bring food to the tasting room from home 
or area restaurants. Cheese boards will soon 
be available for purchase as will pints of  ice 
cream based on their cider flavors from Sweet 
Action Ice Cream. The location has proven to 

be ideal. As Daniel has observed, “Once there’s 
a product and something really, really unique, 
turns out people will drive for it.”  

Haykin Family Cider is located at 12001 
E. 33rd Ave., Unit D in Aurora. For more 
information visit haykinfamilycider.com/  
or call (720) 242-7292.

a style for every point of viewTM

30% OFF
303-422-1499

Call today for details or visit us online at 
www.budgetblinds.com

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. Lifetime limited warranties. 
Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 9/30/18.

Budget Blinds–custom window coverings 
that fit your style and budget!

Personal Style Consultants • Thousands of samples from the best brands
“Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds 

Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!

Home or Office 
Window Treatments

THE ROSE BABIES  
BIRTH CENTER FEATURES:
•  Spacious, fully 

remodeled, all  
private rooms

•   Queen size 
beds for labor, 
birth and family 
bonding

•  Oversized 
tubs to aid in 
relaxation

•  Apple TVs in 
each room

•  Nurses specialty 
trained in  
physiologic birth

•  Holistic pain 
management & 
labor support 
tools 

•  Denver’s only 
HypnoBirthing 
hospital

•  Rose Childbirth 
Navigator: your 
go-to resource 
for all questions 
about having a 
baby at Rose

•  Rose Doula 
Connection, a 
flat-fee program

•  Lactation 
support for  
all moms

•  One-to-one 
nursing care

•  Family-centered 
care 

IF BIRTH CIRCUMSTANCES 
CHANGE, YOU ARE 
DOWN THE HALL

NOT AN AMBULANCE RIDE 
AWAY — FROM ROSE L&D

DELIVERING YOUR NATURAL BIRTH WISHES  
WITHIN THE SAFETY NET OF ROSE BABIES

WE CAN'T WAIT TO MEET YOUR ROSE BABY!

At the Rose Babies Birth Center, families experience a calming, home-like 
environment that is free from interventions and supports physiologic birth.

Questions? Contact Christi King,  
Rose Childbirth Navigator:  
Christi.King@healthonecares.com
720-300-1441
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Get started today at DENVERPRESCHOOL.ORG

The Denver Preschool Program o� ers tools to help families 
fi nd a quality preschool that best meets their needs and tuition 
support to help lower their child’s monthly enrollment costs.

THINKING ABOUT
PRE SCHOOL?
IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO START YOUR SEARCH. 
NOT SURE WHERE TO BEGIN? WE CAN HELP!

FOR KIDS

music. She is feted wherever she goes, 
she is constantly asked questions about 
The Velvet Underground (which she is 
loathe to discuss), and she can be iras-
cible and uncomfortable to be around. 
Still, the draw of  fame is tantalizing. 

The film itself  is very straightfor-
ward, and it shines brightest when 
Nico has flashbacks to her childhood 
in Berlin (seeing the city bombed 
during WWII) or intermittent cuts of  
her time with the Velvet Underground. 

she joined the band for two years. She 
left when the band severed ties with 
Warhol; she then began a solo career 
(inspired by good friend Jim Morrison). 
Her solo career was marginal, but she 
(along with The Velvet Underground) 
was extremely influential in the develop-
ment of  alternative rock—bands such as 
Joy Division and The Cure cite her as a 
crucial influence. 

The film only covers the last years 
of  her life as a nomadic performer: her 
drug use, her 
divisiveness, her 
erratic per-
forming, and 
her tenderness 
toward her son 
Ari (also a her-
oin addict). Her 
reputation carries 
her through life 
at this point, 
in spite of  her 
fading singing 
voice and her 
less-than-stellar 

Each month, the Indie Prof  reviews 
a current film in the theater and 
second film or series available on 

DVD or instant-streaming service. Follow 
“Indie Prof ” on Facebook for updates 
about film events and more reviews.

Nico, 1988 (2018) 
“I’ve been on the top, and I’ve 

been on the bottom. Both places are 
empty.” 

So states Christa Päffgen, better 
known by her stage name “Nico,” in 
this new biopic from Italian direc-
tor Susanna Nicchiarelli. Nico was 
the famous femme fatale (as a radio 
DJ early in the film calls her) of  the 
super-cult band The Velvet Un-
derground for a short time in the 
mid-60s. The film follows Nico in the 

last years of  her life, as she is aging, 
bloated, strung out on heroin, and 
indifferent to life. While the film itself  
won’t necessarily win any awards, it 
is nonetheless fascinating as a char-
acter study and an examination of  
fame, superficiality, and emptiness. If  
you are a fan of  the band, or her, or 
even the 60s, then you will enjoy this 
interesting film. Count me in for all of  
the above.  

Nico was a beauty, a figure cut 
from central casting for a 60s hero-
in-chic rocker. She was waifish grunge 
before waifish grunge. She started 
as a model, and even landed a few 
bit movie parts (Fellini’s La Dolce Vita 
for one). She caught the eye of  Andy 
Warhol, who was managing The 
Velvet Underground at the time, and 

Nico

W E S T  A F R I C A N  |   B A L L E T  |   M O D E R N  |  T A P  |  J A Z Z  |  H I P  H O P

CleoParkerDance.org/Academy  |   303.295.1759 x.16  |  119 Park Avenue WestSince 1970
2018 CPRD Academy Advertising.FrontPorchStapleton.September.v6b.indd   1 8/10/18   1:44 PM
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INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of DENVER

A thriving Pre-K – 8th grade international 
community—in Denver.

GLOBAL 
CITIZENS

You belong here. 
ISDENVER.ORG/frontporch

Transforming children into 

Walk our halls and you will hear students 
and native-speaking faculty engaged in 
accredited curricula from France, China, Spain, 
and the IB. Plus, our school-wide cultural events 
enrich our learners’ and families’ experiences—
and celebrate our diversity. 

Front Porch_Aug18_02.indd   1 8/13/18   1:50 PM

REGISTER TODAY
DENVERCENTER.ORG/EDUCATION
303.446.4892

Take your talents to 
new heights
FALL AND WINTER CLASSES FOR 
CHILDREN AND TEENS ON SALE NOW
For more information on the Daniel L. Ritchie Scholarship 
Program, visit DENVERCENTER.ORG/EDUCATION.

Free Public Elementary

6 Weeks - 5 Years Old

Enrolling K-3rd grades for 
2018-19 School Year

School just started, but there is 
still time to make the transition 

to a free, public Montessori. 
Take a tour and see for yourself 

the difference!

-100+ Year Proven Learning Model
-Individualized Learning

-All Day Kindergarten 
-Before & After Care

-Multi-Aged Classrooms

Enrolling Infants, 
Toddlers and Preschool

Introducing our new Bilingual 
Preschool track. Begin your 
child’s path to becoming 
bilingual and biliterate in 

English and Spanish.

-100+ Year Proven Learning Model
-Individualized Learning

-Part-time and full-time options 
-Bilingual track starting in preschool 

-Multi-Aged Classrooms

Sign up NOW for a tour on our website! 4895 Peoria St

It’s as if  her memory doesn’t work 
properly, and the blurred bits of  the 
past she sees are rendered nicely 
in the film. It all adds up to a drab 
and desolate life; she is utterly lonely 
even though she is constantly sur-
rounded. And certainly the strongest 
aspect of  the film is the performance 
of  wonderful Danish actress Trine 
Dyrholm (In a Better World, Troubled 
Water) as Nico; she is able to capture 
the aloofness of  the mercurial star 
while still conveying the emptiness. 
It is a wonderful performance and a 
worthwhile watch. 

Started Augusts 31st at the Chez 
Artiste Theater. 

You will like this film if  you en-
joyed Control, The Doors, and/or The 
Runaways. 

The Wire (HBO, 2002 – 2008) 
This groundbreaking series is now 

considered one of  the best shows 
ever put on TV. While initial critical 
reactions were positive, the viewer-

ship was mixed and even tepid. But 
time has been good to The Wire, and it 
is now held in high regard by every-
one (The Guardian magazine called the 
“best TV show ever”). Count Barack 
Obama as one of  its fans, and he fa-

mously invited much of  the cast to his 
first inauguration. His fandom is not 
unwarranted: the show has uncan-
ny depth, a stunning ensemble cast 
(including Idris Elba, Dominic West, 
Lance Reddick, Sonja Sohn, and 

The 
Wire

Wendell Pierce), incredible breadth, 
dense storylines and themes, and a 
rawness and realism that had never 
been seen on T.V. before. It still 
holds up well today. 

Based on his real-life experienc-
es as a 
reporter 
for The 
Baltimore 
Sun, writ-
er/creator 
David 
Simon 
fashioned 
the show 
from actu-
al stories 
he had 
covered 
over the 

years. Each one of  its five seasons 
was themed: the drug trade, the 
Stevedores union, city government, 
education, and the media. Those 
themes are fleshed out around the 
stellar cast from season to season, all 

of  which was filmed in Baltimore, 
on the streets where the events took 
place. 

If  you have never seen it, or if  
you need a refresher, I am hosting a 
five-week series based on the show 
(one week for each season) at the 
Sie Film Center starting in Septem-
ber. In conjunction with the Denver 
Film Society, MSU Denver, and the 
Denver civic group Warm Cookies 
of  the Revolution, we will have dif-
ferent guest speakers and communi-
ty activists every week to lend their 
expertise. Join us for the series and 
then start your own binge of  this 
important and interesting show. 

The series begins at 7PM on 
9/12 and runs every Wednesday for 
five weeks at the Sie Film Center. 

You will like this show if  you 
enjoyed Breaking Bad, The Sopranos, 
and/or Oz. 

Vincent Piturro, Ph.D., is an associate 
professor of  Cinema Studies at Metropolitan 
State University of  Denver. He can be reached 
at vpiturro@msudenver.edu.
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Healthy Foods for Pets

By Martina Will de Chaparro

Bob Corman’s first job was as a bagger 
at an Albertson’s grocery store; today, 
customers may find him 

bagging healthy pet foods—but 
now he’s the owner of  his own 
store in Park Hill. In May, the 
Colorado native and longtime 
Stapleton resident purchased the 
neighborhood institution—Ciji’s 
pet store—from Bonnie Simpson. 
Simpson, who opened Ciji’s two 
decades ago when natural pet 
foods were relatively new, says she only ever 
considered selling to Bob, convinced of  their 

shared vision. 
After working as Pur-

chasing Director for the 
State of  Colorado Depart-
ment of  Transportation 
for close to a decade, Bob 
sought a career change—
he jokes “In what other 
job can you spend the day 
petting dogs?” Though 
Bob’s previous retail back-
ground includes years with 
some very big names—Al-
bertson’s and Bed Bath & 
Beyond—he is committed 
to continuing not only the 
Ciji’s name but Bonnie’s 
concept of  a small neigh-
borhood store. “Our push 
is to be more inclusive of  
Colorado products and 
thereby support other 

small businesses,” he says. This commit-
ment to local and small businesses may be 
a family theme; Bob’s father, Lee Corman, 

founded Lee’s Appliance in Denver 
in 1955.

Bonnie Simpson says she knew 
when she walked into the future 
home of  Ciji’s in Park Hill in 1998 
that she had found the perfect 
space for her innovative natural pet 
food store. Barred windows and 
dubious pet food distributors did 
not dissuade her from her vision of  

creating a retail outlet devoted exclusively 
to natural foods for dogs and cats. She felt 

an immediate connection to the space and 
loved the Kearney Street neighborhood. 
The store’s namesake and inspiration was 
a rescued terrier mix. Ciji embodied the 
store’s vision, which Bonnie says originated 
in her question, “How can I keep this dog 
healthy and alive as long as possible?” 

Bonnie realized that the answer lay in good 
nutrition. By opening a store devoted to pro-
moting pet nutrition, she felt she could help 
others extend the lives of  their four-legged 
family members as well. Ciji lived to the very 
respectable age of  19, substantiating Bonnie’s 
conviction that “good nutrition matters.” 

Over the last twenty years, Bonnie and 
Ciji’s became part of  people’s lives and part 
of  multiple generations of  family pets’ lives. 
She shares, with some sadness, “I love this 

neighborhood. Everyone was so supportive 
of  us.” When she sold the store, she received 
notes from customers reflecting on her years 
serving the community and supporting 
numerous canine and feline rescue groups, 
including the Colorado Pet Pantry, which 
helps low-income families feed their pets and 
keeps animals out of  shelters. Bob says he is 
committed to maintaining the store’s commu-
nity outreach and philanthropy.

From locally fresh-made pet foods to 
unique greeting cards and Colorado kitty 
“pot,” Ciji’s offers a wide array of  local and 
natural products for pets and the people who 
love them. It is located in Park Hill at 2260 
Kearney St. and is open seven days a week.

For more information visit at cijispetsup-
plies.com or call 303-322-8000.

Bob Corman, the new owner of Ciji’s pet store in Park Hill, sits on a dog 
food bench with his store manager, Celeste Crowder and her dog Chico.
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Keeping Stapleton 

Cars Happy 

& Families Safe

NMLS# 331226

The Tolan Real Estate Companies
“Your One Stop Real Estate Shop”

Bonnie Simpson, 
former Ciji’s owner

Ciji’s owner Bob Corman greets a canine visitor with a dog biscuit.



Front Porch – NE Denver									         23							       September 2018

www.thedenveroktoberfest.com

9/21 to 10/31—Haunted Field of Screams. 
Colorado’s largest scream park. http://haunted-
fieldofscreams.com//10451 McKay Road, Thornton/
info@hauntedfieldofscreams.com

9/22 to 9/23—Doors Open Denver 2018. 
Self guided or expert guided tours of Denver’s unique 
spaces. List of sites at www.denverarchitecture.org

9/22 to 10/31—Cottonwood Farms Pump-
kin Patch and Fall Festival. Farm animals, straw 
bale maze, 1½-acre corn maze, wagon rides, etc. Daily 
10am -6pm. New location: 10600 Isabelle Rd (287 and 
Isabelle), Lafayette. www.cottonwoodfarms.com

9/28 to 10/31—Maize in the City. Attrac-
tions for the whole family. http://www.maizeinthecity.
com/10451 McKay Road, Thornton/info@maizeinth-
ecity.com

DENVER METRO EVENTS
Wednesdays and Saturdays to 10/13—Free 
composting classes. Wed. and Sat. thru mid-
Oct. Denver Compost Demonstration Site, Gove 
Community Garden, 13th Ave. and Colo. Blvd. Sign up: 
303.292.9900 or www.dug.org/compost.

NE DENVER AND 
NW AURORA EVENTS
Thursdays to 9/13—Career Program at Hope 
Communities, Inc. 7 week career program series on 
Thursday evenings beginning 7/12, culminating in a hiring 
event. 4919 E. Thrill Place in Park Hill. 

Fridays to 10/10—The DeLaney Mobile Farm 
Stand at Stanley. The Plaza at Stanley Marketplace, 
Wednesdays, 1:30 to 3:30PM. http://stanleymarketplace.
com/events/

9/1 Givetoberfest. Oktoberfest meets charity event 
at Stanley Marketplace. 4-9pm. German bands, beer, stein 
hoisting contests, face painting and balloon artists for kids 
and more. Commemorative mug $25. Benefits Impact360. 
www.givetoberfest.com

9/6 Thursday—Thursday Night Bazaar at 
Stanley Marketplace. Shop and sip the 1st Thursday 
of the month, 5-10pm. www.denverbazaar.com

9/8 Saturday- Arts & Crafts Market. 9am-3pm. 
Overture Stapleton, 8133 E 29th Pl. 

9/8 to 9/9 Stanley Arts Festival. Produced by 
CherryArts. Opening night kickoff party Sept 7. 100 
national juried artists, family activities, live performances, 
interactive art. Free admission Sat and Sun. StanleyArts-
Festival.org

9/9 Sunday—Day of Service in our Commu-
nity. 9am. Augustana Lutheran Church, 5000 E. Alameda 
Ave. 303.388.4678 www.augustanadenver.org

9/9 Sunday—Celebration Sunday at Montview 
Church. Pizza and ice cream social to celebrate the new 
season. Montview Blvd Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia 
St, 303.355.1651. www.montview.org

9/9 Sunday—Mommy Burnout with Sher-
yl Ziegler. 2-3pm, Join author Sheryl Ziegler as she 
discusses her book Mommy Burnout: How to Reclaim 
your Life and Raise Healthier Children in the Process. 
https://www.denverlibrary.org/event/mommy-burn-
out-sheryl-ziegler/Sam Gary Branch 2961 Roslyn St. 
Denver/720-865-0325

9/13 Thursday—Sam Gary Knitting Circle. 
Bring your knitting or crochet project and join other 
crafters in conversation around the fireplace. Repeats 
9/27. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, 
asksamgarylibrary@denverlibrary.org   www.denverli-
brary.org/event/knitting-circle-13

9/16 Sunday—Sam Gary Literary. 2pm-3pm. 
2961 Roslyn St. Book club once a month on Sundays; 
rotates between fiction, nonfiction, and reader’s 
choice selections. https://www.denverlibrary.org/
event/sam-gary-literary

9/17 to 9/18—STEAM: Natural Disasters. 
4-5pm on Monday 9/17 or Tuesday 9/18 come make 
tornadoes, volcanoes, and earthquakes and learn 
about geology and weather, including how to stay safe 
in natural disasters.  Registration required https://
www.denverlibrary.org/event/steam-1/Sam Gary 
Branch 2961 Roslyn St, Denver/720-865-0325

9/19 Wednesday—Welcoming Week 
Card-Making. 3:30-5:30pm Stop by and make a 
card to welcome a newcomer to the United States. 
Craft supplies will be provided. All ages https://www.
denverlibrary.org/event/welcoming-week-card-mak-
ing/Sam Gary Branch Library 2961 Roslyn St, Den-
ver/720-865-0325

9/20 Thursday—Sazza Pizza + Salads- 
7th Annual Farm To Table Dinner and 
Fundraiser. Patio dinner with wine. Proceeds to 
Bluff Lake Nature Center, Aurora, CO https://www.
facebook.com/events/226141284687061//Stanley 
Marketplace-2501 N. Dallas St , Aurora. 303-797-3048

9/22 Saturday—Film Screening & Series 
Kick-Off: Coming of Age in Aging America. 
Sam Gary Branch, 2961 Roslyn St. Saturday, Septem-
ber 22, 10am-12pm. The PBS documentary Coming 
of Age in Aging America provides an introduction to 
the complex issues we’ll address in the Connected & 
Creative Aging series. https://www.denverlibrary.org/
event/film-screening-series-kick-coming-age-aging-
america/Sam Gary Library, Denver/720-865-0325

9/23 Sunday—40th Annual Park Hill Home 
Tour and Street Fair. Tour homes 11am-5pm. 
Street Fair, between Montview and 17th on Forest 
Parkway. 10am-5pm. Kids activities, wine/beer garden, 
music. Tickets and info: greaterparkhill.org www.
parkhillhometour.org

9/28 Friday—In Stitches Quilting Meeting. 

“Grands” sewing, quilting and friendship group that 
makes quilts for Children’s Hospital, University Hospital 
and the community. 4th Friday of the month, Jan.–Oct. 
at 9:30am, 5273 N. Beeler St. Contact: Cheryl at 720-
498-3823

9/29 Saturday—Our Financial Future: Re-
tirement, Social Security, and Inequality. Sam 
Gary Branch, 2961 Roslyn St.,10am-12pm. How our 
financial programs will keep up with our new longevity, 
who benefits and who will be at risk.  www.denverli-
brary.org 720-865-032

9/29 to 9/30—Stapleton Open Studios Tour. 
11am-5pm. Stapleton artists’ studios on free self-guided 
tour. www.stapletonartists.org

9/29 to 10/8—Stapleton Food Drive. Present-
ed by New Perspective Real Estate. To volunteer or 
donate: www.StapletonFoodDrive.com

10/13 Saturday—Denver Citizens Acade-
my. Denver D.A. 101. Interactive presentations and 
discussions with Denver District Attorney and staff. 
Blair Caldwell Library, 2401 Welton. Apply to attend 
at www.denverda.org or email, Michael.song@
denverda.org

SEASONAL EVENTS
9/7 to 9/9—Longs Peak Scottish Irish Festi-
val. Pipe bands, Irish and folk dancing, parade, etc. 
Estes Park. www.scotfest.com

9/14 to 9/15—Broomfield Days. www.broom-
field.org

9/21 to 10/28—Botanic Gardens Corn 
Maze. Denver Botanic Gardens Chatfield, 8500 W. 
Deer Creek Canyon Rd. www.botanicgardens.org

9/19 to 10/31—Anderson Farms Fall Festi-
val. Corn maze, pumpkin patch, hayrides, barrel train, 
etc. 6728 County Road 3 1/4 Erie. www.anderson-
farms.com

9/21 to 9/23—Denver Oktoberfest. 20th 
and Larimer, Ballpark neighborhood. Repeats 9/28-30. 

By Chris Hegstrom

Visit our online calendar
to view more events or submit events 

FrontPorchNE.com > Events

September & Early October Events

(continued on page 24)

Cherry Creek Park Meadows
Showrooms 303-534-5454

call for details

Up to $1,000 Off your order

call for details

www.rockymountainshutters.com

NewStyle® hybrid shutters NewStyle® hybrid shutters

Designer Screen Shades Silhouette® window shadingsContact us TODAY for a FREE in-home estimate

Local Family-Owned Business
Established 2003

Real Photos. Real Customers. Real Homes.

Pirouette® window shadings

Relax & Rejuvenate

NEW PATIENT 50% OFF SPECIAL:
Initial Acupuncture 

Appointment Only $49
$99 value, offer valid thru 9/30/18

Dee Watts, LAc LE
Licensed Acupuncturist & Esthetician - 720.248.7053
www.aahbliss.com - 2373 Central Park Blvd. Ste 100
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(continued from page 23)

8/31 to 9/3—A Taste of Colora-
do. Food, music, arts/crafts, fireworks, 
carnival rides. Civic Center Park. www.
atasteofcolorado.com

9/2 Saturday—Smithsonian Mag-
azine Museum Day Live. History 
Colorado Center. Visit HistoryColorado-
Center.org to download free admission 
pass for this nationwide celebration of art 
and culture. www.historycolorado.org

9/4 to 9/9—Denver Food and 
Wine Festival. 6-day festival, multiple 
events, locations. Details/tickets: www.
denverfoodandwine.com

9/7 Friday—First Friday Art 
Walks. Santa Fe Arts District, Tenny-
son Art Walk, River North (RiNo) Art 
District, Golden Triangle Museum, Navajo 
Street Art District. www.denver.org/
things-to-do/denver-arts-culture/den-
ver-art-districts

9/8 Saturday—Sunnyside Music 
Festival. Chaffee Park 12-7:30pm.  NW 
Denver. www.sunnysidemusicfest.org

9/8 to 9/9—Festival Italiano 2017 
at Belmar. Italian food, wine, artisan 
vendors. 10am-9pm Sat., 10am-5pm Sun. 
www.belmarcolorado.com

9/9 Saturday—29th Annual 
Friendship Powwow and Ameri-
can Indian Cultural Celebration. 
Denver Art Museum, 10am-5pm. FREE. 
www.denverartmuseum.org

9/9 to 9/17—Denver Coliseum 
Mineral Fossil and Gem Show. 
Denver Coliseum, I-70 and Brighton Blvd. 
Largest U.S. 

9/10 to 9/19—National Jewish 
Health High Holiday Services. 
FREE High Holiday services for Denver’s 
Jewish community. www.servicesatnjh.org

mineral/fossil show. Hundreds of exhib-
itors 9am-6pm Mon-Sat, 9am-5pm Sun. 
FREE admission. www.coliseumshow.com

9/14 to 9/18—5th Annual Denver 
Vintage Jazz Festival. Live swing and 
traditional jazz music from ’20s thru ’40s.
Multiple venues, check website. Tickets/
performance info: www.denverjazzfestival.
org

9/14 to 9/16—51st Annual 
Denver Gem and Mineral Show. 
Denver Mart Expo, 451 E. 58th Ave. I-25, 
exit 215. Tickets $4-$6, under 13 free with 
adult. Cash/check only. www.denverminer-
alshow.com

9/22 Saturday—2018 Energy Day 
Festival. Family festival featuring STEM 
exhibits. 11am-4pm. East High School, 
Free. www.energydayfestival.org/colorado/

9/22 Saturday—Denver Dumb 
Friends League Wag N Trail. 1.6-
mile hike with your dog helps home-

less pets at Buddy Center. 8am-12pm. 
Glendale Farm Open Space, Castle Rock. 
303.751.5772 ext. 1378 www.ddfl.org

9/28 to 9/29—Botanic Gardens 
Fall Plant and Bulb Sale. West 
Terrace, 9-5pm Fri., 9-3pm, Sat. Free ad-
mission to gardens both days. Thousands 
of bulbs, plants and bushes; members get 
10% discount. 1007 York St. www.botanic-
gardens.org

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS
9/7 Friday—Wear Teal Day to 
Raise Awareness of Ovarian Can-
cer. Wear teal to kick off Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month and raise awareness of 
the deadliest gynecologic cancer. http:///
Denver CO, Denver/Jeanene@colo-ovari-
ancancer.org

9/10 Monday—Compassion Cul-
tivation Training led by Dr Kerry 
Makin-Byrd. Stanley Marketplace 
http://drkerrymakinbyrd.com/compas-
sion-training/

9/15 Saturday—2017 Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s. Denver’s City Park. 8am. 
www.alz.org

9/16 Sunday—8th Annual Hop, 
Skip and a Jump Start. Stroller 
and family-friendly 5K and expo benefits 
Children’s Museum of Denver. www.
mychildsmuseum.org

KIDS AND FAMILIES
To 9/3 Colorado State Fair. Pueblo 
Fairgrounds, Pueblo. www.coloradostate-
fair.com

To 9/23—Pixelated: Sculpture by 
Mike Whiting. Exhibit at Den-
ver Botanic Gardens. Included with 
admission. www.botanicgardens.org

9/1 Saturday—Home Depot Kids 
Workshop. 9am-12pm. FREE how-to 
clinics first Sat. monthly, ages 5-12. Get 
Home Depot apron, wooden project and 
project pin. Metro-area Home Depot 
stores. www.homedepot.com

9/2 Sunday—Junior Rangers. 1:30-
3pm. Ages 6-12. Morrison Nature Center, 
16002 E. Smith Rd., Aurora. Reservations 
required. 303.739.9428, www.auroragov.
org/nature

9/4 to 9/25—Storytime for 
Preschoolers. Tuesdays at 10:30am, 
Free. The Bookies bookstore, 4315 E. 
Mississippi Avenue (303) 759-1117 info@
thebookies.com www.thebookies.com

9/4 to 9/25—Tuesdays in Sep-
tember–Four Mile Historic Park 
Small Settlers. Ages 2-5 accompa-
nied by parent/caregiver. 9-10am. $5/
child adults free, members free. 7150D. 
Forest St. Advance register: 720.865.0814 
or education@fourmilepark.org, www.
fourmilepark.org

Free Target Tuesday. 4-8pm. www.
cmdenver.org

9/7 Friday—Museo de las Amer-
icas. SCFD Free evening 5-9pm.www.
museo.org.

9/8 Saturday—Denver Art Mu-
seum Free Day. SCFD Free day. www.
denverartmuseum.org

9/14 Friday—Four Mile Historic 
Park Free Day. SCFD Free second 
Friday, 12pm-4pm. www.fourmilepark.org

9/12 Wednesday—Denver Muse-
um of Nature & Science Free Day. 
SCFD Free evening, 4pm to 10pm. www.
dmns.org

9/22 Saturday—Counterterrorism 
Education Learning Lab. SCFD Free 
day. www.thecell.org

9/28 Friday—Clyfford Still Mu-
seum. SCFD Free day. Free admission 
last Friday monthly all day. Free admission 
Fridays 5-8pm. 1250 Bannock St. www.
clyffordstillmuseum.org

9/28 Friday—Counterterrorism 
Education Learning Lab. SCFD Free 
evening, 5-9pm. www.thecell.org

10/2 Tuesday—Children’s Muse-
um Free Target Tuesday. 4-8pm. 
www.cmdenver.org

MUSEUMS
Through Labor Day--Play Ball! A 
Celebration of America’s game. Kids 15 
and under wear a baseball jersey for free 
admission. History Colorado Center, 1200 
Broadway. www.historycolorado.org

To 9/3—Dead Sea Scrolls. Denver 
Museum of Nature and Science. Special 
exhibit, Separate ticket required. www.
dmns.org

To 9/16—New Territory: Land-
scape Photography Today. The Art 
of Summer. Denver Art Museum www.
denverartmuseum.org

To 1/20/19—“Eyes On: Shima-
buku” at the Denver Art Muse-
um. A video illustrates the adaptation of 
a group of Japanese snow monkeys living 
in a Texas desert sanctuary since they 
were brought to the U.S. in 1972. The film 
also symbolically explores human migra-
tion and reconnection. Ticket required, 
www.denverartmuseum.org 

9/11 Tuesday—Drop-In Drawing 
at the Denver Art Museum. 2nd 
Tuesdays,1-3pm. Free with museum admis-
sion. All levels welcome. Drawing materials 
provided or bring your own, restrictions 
apply see website. www.denverartmuse-
um.org

9/20 Thursday—Science Lounge. 
Cocktails/entertainment 3rd Thurs. 
monthly. 6:30-9:30pm. $8/members; $10/
nonmembers. 

9/28 Friday—DAM Untitled Final 
Friday. 6pm-10pm, Cash bar, DJ, light 
munchies. Members free, nonmembers 
$8-$13.

9/23 Sunday—40th Annual Park 
Hill Home Tour and Street Fair. 
Tour homes 11am-5pm. Street Fair, between 
Montview and 17th on Forest Pkway. 10am-
5pm. Kids activities, wine/beer garden, music. 
www.parkhillhometour.org

THEATRE
To 9/9—The Sunshine Boys. Vintage 
Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., Aurora Cultural 
Arts District. www.vintagetheatre.org

To 10/13—The Cake. Curious Theatre 
Company, 1080 Acoma St, www.curiousthe-
atre.org

9/7 to 10/21—The Kentucky Cycle. 
Vintage Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., Aurora 
Cultural Arts District. www.vintagetheatre.
org

9/7 to 9/30—Mama Mia! Arvada Cen-
ter, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada. www.
arvadacenter.org

9/14 to 10/14—Songs for a New 
World. Aurora Fox Arts Center, 9900 E. 
Colfax Ave. www.aurorafoxartscenter.org

9/21 to 10/21—The Constant Wife. 
Denver Center for the Performing Arts. 
14th and Curtis, www.denvercenter.org

10/5 to 12/9—Corduroy. Denver Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts, 14th and Curtis. 
www.denvercenter.org

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES
9/18 Tuesday—Support Social 
Change. Change, Not Charity: Join 
Chinook Fund’s Giving Project to support 
statewide social change https://chinookfund.
org/givingproject//1031 33rd Street, Den-
ver/303-455-6905

Ronald McDonald Family 
Rooms at Rocky Mountain 
Hospital for Children. Seeking 
volunteers for once-a-week commitment, 
6-month minimum. At Presbyterian/St. 
Luke’s Hospital. Info at: www.ronaldhouse.
org under “How You Can Help” 

Single Volunteers of Greater Den-
ver. Volunteer, not-for-profit singles group 
to meet others and assist nonprofit organi-
zations for events/activities. www.svgd.org

Reading Volunteers Needed. For 
students in K-8 grade. 1 hour, 1 student, 
1x week. During school hours. julie@
partnersinliteracy.org or 303.316.3944 
ext. 241.

Project Worthmore. Nonprofit 
organization of committed community 
members give, volunteer, mentor, befriend 
refugee neighbors. 1532 Galena St., Ste. 380. 
720.460.1393

9/10 Sunday—STEAM for All 
Festival. Wings Over the Rockies Air 
& Space Museum with fellow institutions, 
industry leaders, experts in STEAM give 
overview of what it is and how these 
fields can be used for personal/career 
development. Movies, 3-D animations, 
and more. http://wingsmuseum.org/event/
steam/

9/19 to 9/23—Just Between 
Friends of Denver. National Western 
Complex. www.jbfsale.com 

LECTURES, CLASSES, 
INFORMATIONAL 
EVENTS
9/4 Tuesday—Active Minds: - 
Cowboys. 10:00-11:00 am. Jewish 
Community Center, 350 S Dahlia St www.
activeminds.com

9/13 Thursday—Active Minds: 
The Challenges of Mexico. 1-2 
pm, An in-depth look at our neighbor 
to the south. As Mexico prepares itself 
for Presidential elections. https://www.
denverlibrary.org/event/active-minds-chal-
lenges-mexico/Sam Gary Library Branch 
2961 Roslyn St, 720-865-0325

9/17 Monday—League of Wom-
en Voters Denver Presents: A 
Discussion on What Can Be Done 
about Gun Violence. Tom Maus-
er, who lost his son in the Columbine 
tragedy and Mary Blegen from Colorado 
Ceasefire, will speak at Montview Presby-
terian 5:30 pm coffee, 6:00 pm presen-
tation http://LWVDenver.org/Montview 
Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia Street, 
McCollum Room, Denver/303-321-7571

9/20 Thursday—Gene Editing 
Revolution: The What, How, 
and Why of CRISPR Technology. 
6:30pm - 7:45pm Join three scientists 
from the University of Colorado as they 
discuss the discovery, incredible potential, 
and complex ethics of CRISPR. Ideal for 
ages 12 and up. https://www.denverli-
brary.org/event/science-news/Sam Gary 
Branch Library 2961 Roslyn St, Den-
ver/720-865-0325

9/27 Thursday—Active Minds: 
The Struggles of Syria. 6:45 pm 
Since gaining its independence from the 
French in 1946, Syria has had a rocky and 
troubled history. https://www.denverli-
brary.org/event/active-minds-struggles-syr-
ia/Sam Gary Branch 2961 Roslyn St, 
Denver/720-865-0325

SCFD FREE DAYS
9/1 Saturday—Denver Art Muse-
um Free Day. SCFD Free day. www.
denverartmuseum.org

9/1 Saturday—Counterterrorism 
Education Learning Lab. SCFD Free 
day. www.thecell.org

9/4 Tuesday—Children’s Museum 

LOCAL EVENTS

STAY HEALTHY THIS WINTER

www.stapletonpeds.com  |  2975 Roslyn St., Unit 100  |  Denver, CO 80238  |  303.399.7900

Saturday Walk-in Clinics  
September 8, 15 and 22  |  October 6 and 20 

From 8:30am-12:30pm
Or Call For Weekday Appointments

Noah Makovsky, MD
Brandon Davison-Tracy, MD

Amy Nash, MD
Richard Gustafson, MD

Katie Dickinson, MD

Robyn Smith, PA-C
Kara Lampe, PA-C 

Noriko Rothberg, CPNP
Danny Kamlet, PA 

Jordan Wagner, PA-C  
Maggie Wolfgram, C.P.N.P.

N O W  O F F E R I N G 

FLU SHOT CLINICS 
F O R  K I D S  &  P A R E N T S

1873 S Bellaire St, #700
Denver, CO 80222

303.757.7474

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
Equal Housing Opportunity

The Kearns Team
Diana Kearns, REALTOR®
303.598.2076 • Diana@KearnsTeam.com

Michael Kearns, REALTOR®
303.598.3468 • Michael@KearnsTeam.com

www.BuildingStapleton.com

360
We've helped our neighbors buy or
sell over 360 homes in Stapleton.
We would LOVE to help YOU!

www.BuildingStapleton.com
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By Laurie Dunklee

Approach-
ing Susan 
Crane’s 

house, it’s apparent 
an artist lives there. 
A self-portrait in red 
clay peeks out from 
under a shrub. A 
vortex fountain, sur-
rounded by a swirl of  
blue and white glass 
mesmerizes before 
stepping inside. Glass 
tile accents frame 
the fireplace. Crane 
says her house is her 
largest work of  art. 
You’ll see all that 
before ever stepping 
into her actual jew-
elry and fused glass 
studios, which will 
be open for viewing 
September 29 and 30 
during the free and 
open to the public 
Stapleton Open Stu-
dios tour.

Tour founder 
and coordinator Lin 
Clark says artists in 
the event live and/or 
work in the Stapleton 
area and open their 
studios for visitors. Twenty-four artists will participate 
in this sixth year of  the tour. With some pairing up, the 

tour has 
16 stops. 
Clark feels 
visitors 
may feel 
intimidat-
ed about 
asking 
questions 
in a gallery 
setting. 
But, she 
says, 
“When 
people 
come into 
the artist’s 
studio, it’s 
very wel-
coming be-
cause they 
can find 
out more 
about how 
art is creat-
ed.”

Susan 
Crane 
named her 
company 

A Crane Creation so it would apply to any kind of  art 
she did, including jewelry, glass or polymer clay she usu-
ally works with. A psychologist specializing in children’s 
sleep issues by day, Crane frequently takes classes to 
learn more about art. “I’m so curious …and everything 
fascinates me,” she says. “I never lose interest in the old 
stuff, but anything new, I want to figure it out and put 
my own twist on it.” Her basement jewelry studio looks 
more like a stylish boutique than a workspace, with 
earrings, necklaces and bracelets set up on display forms, 
ready to be taken to shows where she displays and sells 
her work. Her fused glass projects happen in the garage, 
with a cabinet of  forms and other equipment including 
upside-down cocktail shaker bases. 

Her art provides balance in her life. At work, it can 

Artists Welcome Guests to Their Studios

Fiber and quilt artist Rebecca Musgrave, a software test engineer by day, stands by the computerized long-arm 
sewing machine in her basement where she designs and makes quilts and other fiber art.

Rebecca Musgrave holds a fabric design so detailed it looks 
like a painting. The computer behind her shows an example 
of a complicated pattern that gets sent to her sewing machine, 
creating intricate designs on a quilt or other fabric. 

be hard to see concrete results. 
“But here, I have in my hand 
something I’ve created from start 
to finish. It’s so satisfying to feel it 
and to know what I’ve done.”

------
Fiber and quilt artist Rebec-

ca Musgrave says visitors to her 
basement studio ask lots of  ques-
tions about her long-arm sewing 
machine. “It’s 
on a 14-foot 
table so it 

goes almost across the width of  my 
whole basement. It’s computerized 
so it lends itself  to my engineering 
sensibilities,” says Musgrave, whose 
day job is working as a software test 
engineer. “I do a lot of  computer 
work during the day so I really love 
that I can design my own patterns, 
and use other peoples’ designs. The 
computer is attached to the machine 
or I can guide it with my hands. It’s 
a way to bring art and technology 
together.” With it, Musgrave makes 
what she describes as pictures out of  
fabric, sometimes of  animals, land-
scapes and scenery. “Think paint-by-
numbers but with pieces of  fabric,” 
she says. 

Musgrave knows people have 

preconceived notions about quilting. “I think most 
people hear ‘quilting’ and their first thought is: ‘My 
Grandma did that, woop-di-doo.’” She likes seeing 
how surprised people are when they walk in and see 
one of  her pieces and think it’s a painting. “I want 
to show people that quilting doesn’t have to be just a 
bunch of  little old ladies quilting at church. I love that 
tradition and heritage, but in the last 20 years, it has 
really grown so much beyond that.”

Visitors on the tour often share with the artists 
that they dabble in art but say they haven’t pursued 
it. Crane loves those conversations and hopes the Sta-
pleton Open Studios tour will inspire the visitors. “I 
think artists are so stigmatized about what it means to 
do art, and there are elitist terms about it,” she says. 
“But I believe we are all creative and have it in us.” 

Susan Crane uses the glass cutter in her workshop as she works on one of her current 
creations.

Artist Susan Crane calls her home her biggest 
art project. Here she sits in her patio among her 
sculptures. Get Dr. Angela Tran’s guide 

to weight loss success for
anyone with no time to waste!

Call NOW for a FREE Strategy Session 

and Metabolic Profi le* ($295 value) 

303-321-0023 or Schedule Online at 

www.DenverWeightLossClinic.com

Over the fads?
Over counting calories?

Over EVERYTHING?

We accept Health Savings and Flex 
Spending Accounts *Offer expires 9/30/18

Free and Open to the Public

Stapleton Open Studios Tour 
September 29-30, 11am–5pm
Opening Reception Sept. 28, 6–8pm  
Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and beverages
Live music by Paris Swing Set 
The Cube, 8371 Northfield Blvd., Suite C
Pick up a free map at the Cube starting Sept. 1 
For more information visit StapletonArtists.org 
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Stapleton’s Real Estate Resource

RE/MAX Momentum 303-321-0455
www.MomentumRealtyColorado.com

7505 E 35th Ave. Ste 360, Denver 80238 

MARKET SHARE 
14,617 TOTAL LISTINGS SOLD 
Denver | RE/MAX Mountain States Region 
October 1, 2015 - September 30, 2016 
 

14.4%

8.2%

6.2%

4.8%
4.2%

RE/MAX
2,097 Sides

Keller Williams
1,198 Sides

Berkshire Hathaway Home
Services

902 Sides

Coldwell Banker
702 Sides

Sotheby's
620 Sides

NOTE: This bar graph combines the “sold” listings of all office locations and independent offices of each multi-office or franchise organization identified, which listings were sold by 
such organization itself, or with the aid of a cooperating broker, according to data maintained by the Local Board or Multiple Listing Service for the geographic area indicated. The 
bar graph compares all those listings that were “sold” by each organization during the period 10/1/15-9/30/16. This representation is based in whole or in part on data supplied by 
RECOLORADO. Neither the Associations nor their MLS guarantee or are in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the Associations may not reflect all real estate 
activity in a market. ©2016, RE/MAX, LLC. Each RE/MAX® office is independently owned and operated. 

No one sells more 
real estate than 

RE/MAX!

MARKET SHARE 
13,653 TOTAL LISTINGS SOLD 
Denver County | RE/MAX Mountain States 
January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017 
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NOTE: This bar graph combines the “sold” listings of all office locations and independent offices of each multi-office or franchise organization identified, which listings were sold by such 
organization itself, or with the aid of a cooperating broker, according to data maintained by the Local Board or Multiple Listing Service for the geographic area indicated. The bar 
graph compares all those listings that were “sold” by each organization during the period 1/1/17-12/31/17. This representation is based in whole or in part on data supplied by 
RECOLORADO. Neither the Associations nor their MLS guarantee or are in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the Associations may not reflect all real estate 
activity in a market. ©2016, RE/MAX, LLC. Each RE/MAX® office is independently owned and operated. 
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RECOLORADO. Neither the Associations nor their MLS guarantee or are in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the Associations may not reflect all real estate 
activity in a market. ©2016, RE/MAX, LLC. Each RE/MAX® office is independently owned and operated. 

We’ll make you smile.
Orthodontic Care for adults and children

www.stapletonorthodontics.com
303.31.ORTHO (303.316.7846)

2373 Cental Park Blvd., Suite 302, Denver, CO 80238

preferred provider

             Ashley           

          Bill Roberts    _  

____Denver Green__

    Denver Language   

______Hallett*____

          High Tech           

        Isabella Bird        

             Lowry              

           Montclair         

           Odyssey            

           Park Hill           

              Polaris__ __

___   __Roots*_ __

            Smith             

          Stedman           

        Swigert Int’l        

      Westerly Creek       

2018 CMAS Test Results for NE Denver Schools 

Proficiency: % Meeting or Exceeding Standards Growth since prior year; 50% is median

Elementary  (NE Denver)                             Math                        English Language Arts

90%         80%         70%        60%         50%         40%         30%        20%         10%        0% 0%    10%        20%         30%         40%        50%         60%        70%         80%        90%

*Too few results to report 
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The Sensible Way: Integrity-Trust-Comfort
Offering a wealth of local experience and knowledge in 

traditional HVAC and alternative energy systems

$79 Furnace Check and Clean
Free Estimates on New Systems  |  Maintenance Agreements

$89 diagnostic fee is always waived with repair
Xcel rebates available on qualifi ed new systems

Denver’s Premier Heating and 
Cooling Company—It’s Sensible!

sensibleheat.net  |  720-876-7166
info@sensibleheat.net

Understanding CMAS Results
In August, scores were released for 

the CMAS exams (Colorado Measures 
of Academic Success) in English Lan-
guage Arts (ELA) and Math. The exams 
assess student proficiency in meeting 
grade-level standards set by the state. 

They are aligned to the Common Core 
national standards. 

PERCENT PROFICIENT represents the percent-
age of students who meet or exceed state 
proficiency standards in the content area.

GROWTH is the Median Growth Percentile 

(MGP). Fifty percent represents one 
year’s growth. It is calculated by 
ordering individual student growth 
percentiles from lowest to highest 
and identifying a middle score, 
which is the median. A median 
score below 50 percent indicates 

more than half the students have 
not achieved a year’s growth. A 
median score above 50 percent in-
dicates more than half the students 
have achieved a year’s growth.

*Scores represent averages of 
grades 3–5 for elementary and 

grades 6–8 for middle schools. 
Score categories with fewer than 
16 students represented are not 
reported by the Colorado Depart-
ment of Education. 

Sources: Colorado Dept of 
Education; Chalkbeat.org

      Bill Roberts      

Denver Discovery  

Denver Green___

 Denver Language*

  Denver Sch. Arts   

 DSST: Cons. Green  

   DSST: Stapleton             

           Hill               

       McAuliffe         

        Odyssey              

2018 CMAS Test Results for NE Denver Schools 

2018 High School PSAT Scores

Middle (NE Denver)                          Math                      English Language Arts                      

80%          70%          60%          50%          40%          30%         20%            10%          0% 0%          10%         20%         30%         40%          50%          60%          70%         80%

Maximum score 1400

* *

*No students in these grades yet
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September SUN News
—DPS Call for Quality Schools—

SUN Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meeting) and 7:30pm (Board meeting) at the Central Park 
Recreation Center, 9651 MLK Jr. Blvd.  For information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting 
time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 

Three programs have responded to 
the Denver Public Schools (DPS) 
call for quality middle schools is-

sued in late July 2018: The Denver Green 
School, High Tech, and Beacon Middle 
School. The October SUN outreach meet-
ing (Tuesday October 16, 6:30pm, Central 
Park Recreation Center) will be focused on 
education and an in-depth conversation 
with leadership from the three programs 
responding to the DPS call.   

Community Has Asked for a Large 
Comprehensive Program

The timeline for a placement deci-
sion was announced as December 2018. 
However, prior to finalizing the selection 
process DPS should pursue obtaining cen-
trally-located land along I-70, and reissue a 
call for a large comprehensive or IB middle school 
that can accommodate the diverse needs 
and preferences of  the GPHS bound-
ary students, with adequate space for a 
substantial number of  students from out 
of  boundary. 

Any school designed to meet the DPS call for a 
school with 500-600 students will face chal-
lenges in meeting the preferences and needs of  the 
community which it has been called to serve. 

Parents have communicated to SUN 
a desire for leveled math for 6th graders, 
and a curriculum including management 
skills, planning, and organization. Such 
demands are more easily met at a larger 
school, thus larger school sizes appeal 
to a wide range of  students with broad 
preferences.

At the May 2018 Stapleton United 
Neighbors annual community forum held 
at The Cube, DPS Superintendent Tom 
Boasberg was last to address the room, 
with in-depth Q&A covering parent con-
cerns. Comments at that forum from par-
ents included a desire for a school central-
ly-located in Stapleton (near Central Park 
Blvd. between I-70 and Northfield Blvd.) 
serving families who prefer a comprehen-
sive-style school or with IB programming 
like that offered in McAuliffe. At the end 
of  the annual forum, Superintendent 
Boasberg stated that if  the Stapleton 
Developer Forest City would turn over 
land along Central Park Blvd. between 
I-70 and Northfield Blvd., DPS would use 
it for a middle school. 

DPS Requirements for the New School
DPS’s call for quality middle schools 

included five requirements: 1) Staged 
grade addition starting with 6th and fill-
ing through 8th, with the capacity to serve 
up to 500-600 students. 2) Preference to 

students in the Greater Park Hill-Staple-
ton (GPHS) enrollment zone, with the 
potential for offering zone preference if  
asked to do so. 3) Accommodations for 
English language learners regardless of  
language level. 4) Special education serv-
ing mild-moderate needs with Individual-
ized Education Program (IEP)s. 5) Diverse 
and Inclusive by design.

Space Projections for New School Are 
Not Aligned with Community Preferences

In the call for quality middle schools, 
DPS’s space projections demonstrated a 
need for 100 seats for in-boundary 6th 
grade students in GPHS by 2021-22.  
DPS enrollment data for 2017-18 shows 
current middle school seats (grades 6-8) 
for in-boundary students across the five 
middle schools in GPHS include 1,880 
seats filled by in-boundary students and 
an additional 849 from out of  bound-
ary (35%). This percentage parallels the 
percentage of  seats at Northfield High 
School designated for out-of-boundary 
students.  

The community appreciates efforts 
and applauds successes in bringing 
diversity to and fostering diversity within 
schools. Designating 35% of  seats for 
out-of-boundary students will allow for 
more diversity within the school and 
foster connections across communities. In 
the June 2018 Front Porch interview with 
Superintendent Boasberg, the superinten-

dent stated “We build capacity to allow 
all families in the zone to have a seat, but 
also capacity for families outside the zone, 
[in order to] drive greater socioeconomic 
diversity [and to foster connections be-
tween Stapleton and neighboring com-
munities].” 

In the call for quality middle schools, 
DPS did not require the applicant to 
explicitly mention how a school would 
be designed to meet in-boundary space 
needs while also meeting diversity goals; 
what percentage of  seats would be re-
served for in-boundary and out-of-bound-
ary students is not explicitly requested.   

Currently, the most frequently pre-
ferred middle school in GPHS houses 
61% of  all in-boundary middle school 
students who remain in boundary: 
McAuliffe. While McAuliffe is currently 
the largest middle school with 1,158 seats, 
its strength as a program resulted in its 
growth to the current state. DPS choice 
data shows that McAuliffe was ranked 
first by 53.5% of  in-boundary families 
in 2017-18, and had the largest waiting 
list of  136 students. Additionally, parents 
have communicated the importance of  a 
wide range of  clubs, sports, and electives.

How Many Seats Are Needed?
Combining the projected need for 

100 more 6th grade seats with the 136 
in-boundary children on the McAuliffe 
waiting list after choice, and an addi-
tional number of  seats such that 35% of  
students can come from out-of-boundary 
suggests that the community would best 
be served by an additional middle school 
nearly twice as large as the one DPS has 
requested.  Such a school would have ca-
pacity for 366 students per grade (130 of  
whom would be from out of  boundary), 
and a total size across grades of  around 
1,100 students. 

— Amanda Allshouse, SUN president

Now Selling!
North End Rows

from the mid $300s

EFFICIEN T.  HE ALTHY.  LOCAL .

ThriveHomeBuilders.com

For an exclusive tour of the North End Rows, call or email Scott
 at 303.437.3013 or scerrone@thrivehomebuilders.com

When you invest in a LEED CERTIFIED Thrive home, you’re investing in your health as well. 

Thrive homes have the healthiest choices available, from toxic-free corn-based carpet to 

formaldehyde-absorbing drywall to air systems unlike any other (oh, and energy efficient too!)

                                              

thriveWHEN YOU INVEST IN A HE ALTHY HOME , YOU

Visit DenverGov.org/GoGreen or call 311 (720-913-1311).

SIGN UP TODAY!

40%
An estimated 
40% of food in 
the United States 
goes to waste.

Do your part to prevent food waste 
in your home. Then, put the rest in 
your green compost cart.

FOOD  »  EAT IT  »  COOK IT  »  STORE IT  »  SHARE IT  »  COMPOST THE REST

»

2018_FoodWaste_AD_FrntPrch.indd   1 7/26/18   11:46 AM

20 Years of
Experience HOUSE CLEANING

Many Stapleton & Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Move-in/Move-out Cleaning Specialists
Offices/Apts./Homes • Park Hill Resident • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690
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RECOGNITIONS 

 

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

After this issue, the Front Porch will  
no longer have a service directory.

A Winning Softball Season

Mini Med School
FREE – Starts Sept. 5

Riptide Girls U14 
Softball Team at 
the Babe Ruth 
Softball World 
Series in Florida 
(from left):

Dave Reeder & 
Steve Federico 
coaches

Samantha Brown

Kaylye Machalek

Vanessa Tarango

Ana Federico

Claire Fontenot

Carmela Tejada

Grace Hatch

Maddie Rodgers 

Annika Reeder-
Holman

Bella Marusich 

Krisie Steiner 
coach

Not pictured: 
Camille Kelly 
and Charlotte 
McHughs 

HOUSECLEANING 
HOUSECLEANING- 
White Magic-Excellent 
rates and references. 
Weekly, monthly, one-time 
only. 720-371-3290

PAINTING 
PAINTERS-Int./Ext. repairs, 
ins.Refs.Owner works 
on site with small, highly 
skilled crew. Craftsmanship 
and integrity for 33 years. 
Call Mike 303.388.8151
PAINTING-Affordable, 
Exceptional Results 303-
474-8882 / 720-338-1453 
– www.jcspainting.net – 
Stapleton References

PERSONAL  
SERVICES MISC 
SKINCARE BY EMILIA- 
Affordable facials, waxing, 
nails and more. Licensed 
in home studio. Text/call 
720-724-0817 for more 
information.
THE BEAUTY EXPERIENCE 
www.marykay.com/DZ-
aiontz (303) 668-1022

PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES 
FAMILY LAW ATTORNEY- 
Divorce and Custody 
Lawyer in Stapleton-Free 
consultation-303.803.1678 
ELISSA@BERCOVITZLAW. 
COM

PROPERTY  
MANAGEMENT 
PROPERTY MANAGE-
MENT, LEASING AND 
SALES – Call John Car-
ranza Central Park Realty, 
LLC 303.489.6196 or 
www.stapleton360.com

BUSINESS  
SERVICES 
Always Hauling Inc. 
Est.1997 Free estimate. 
Furniture/Appliance 
removal Property clea-
nouts Commercial/Res-
idential Susan G. Komen 
Partner. 720-373-5700

DESIGN/ 
REMODEL/
HANDYMAN 
BASEMENTS Best 
Builders- Best in Quality 
and Design at truly  
affordable prices. Call 
Jim at 720-276-7704
HOME RENOVATIONS/ 
REPAIRS- Painting, 
Plumbing, Electrical, 
Tile, Drywall, Wood 
Floors. Prices Can’t Be 
Beat. B&D Renovations 
720.404.2649
LIC. GC. Finish Carpen-
try, Remodeling, Home 
Repairs. Small difficult 
jobs welcome. 31 yrs in 
Park Hill. Peter 720-
291-6089

ELECTRICAL/
PLUMBING 
MASTER PLUMBER 
–Mr.Plumber, Est.1978, 
Licensed, best prices, 
credit cards ok. Jeff 
303-523-6652 www.
mrplumberdenver.com

HOME SERVICES 
MISC 
WINDOW & GUTTER 
CLEANING- Also offer-
ing House Cleaning. Bob 
Starr 303 329 8205

Mini Med School is a free eight-week course 
offered by the University of  Colorado 
Denver designed to teach people about 

the medical profession and to help people advo-
cate for their own health. Physicians give one-hour 
lectures about a medical topic followed by a ques-
tion-and-answer session. Lectures are open to all 
ages and occur on Wednesday evenings starting 
September 5. At the conclusion of  the program, 
participants will receive a certificate.

The upcoming sessions include: a day in the life of  
an emergency physician; what you need to know about 
Diabetes Mellitus; a storm chasing physician’s account 
of  the Joplin tornado and lessons for emergency pre-
paredness; women’s health in 2018; the primary care 
dilemma; a day in the life of  a rheumatologist; a day in 
the life of  a cardiologist; end of  life care.

Registration required: medschool.ucdenver.edu/
minimed. Email som.minimed@ucdenver.ed for info.

By Carol Roberts

Four years ago, the 
Riptide girls competi-
tive softball team was 

formed—and they didn’t 
win a single tournament 
game that year. This year, the 
same group of  girls, most of  
whom live in Stapleton, Park 
Hill and Lowry, won their 
league championship and 
placed second in state. That 
performance got them to the 
regional competitions where 
they beat the championship 
teams from five states—in-
cluding the Colorado team 
that had just beaten them for 
the state championship. 

Amid the excitement 
of  winning, the team had 
to make a quick decision. 
Would they travel to Florida 
in two weeks for the Babe 
Ruth Softball World Series 
and compete against the best 
teams in the country? Would 
enough girls give up their 
plans for family vacations and 
summer camps? Could they 
raise enough money to help 
offset expenses estimated at 
$20,000 for the entire team?

The answer was yes—and 
the team went into action. 

they won to get into fourth place was against the team that 
had beaten them 16–3 the first time they played—and we 
beat them 9–1.” Though the team played in the U14 divi-

sion, most of  the players are only 13, so they will play in the 
same division next year. They are optimistic that they’ll have 
another shot at the World Series next year.

Together, four of  the girls, 
Ana, Maddie, Sam and 
Claire, wove a picture of  
their World Series expe-
rience: Fundraising went 
quickly when they spread the 
word about their Go Fund 
Me site among their parents’ 
friends. Two teammates went 
door to door on Montview 
and got contributions from 
18 of  20 people they told 
about their trip.

During a week of  90 
degree days with 90 per-
cent humidity in Florida in 
August, the Riptide played 
13 games against teams that 
were better than they’d ever 
seen. “The first game was 
like a rude awakening...a 
different level of  competi-
tion...After that we knew 
what to look for. We saw a 
lot of  our errors go away, 
mental and physical. We all 
supported each other when 
we were nervous...I would 
look around and realize...no 
matter how I do I can say, 
‘We were there.’”

Coach Steve Federico 
summed up the outcome. 
“They ended up in fifth place 
out of  eight, and the game 
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Carla Weikel performed with her band, Just a Girl, at Soiled Dove on July 21. The band is a tribute to Gwen 
Stefani’s No Doubt band, which performed in the 1990s and 2000s Weikel is scheduled to perform at the 
Oriental on Sept. 15.

Local Mom Finds 
“Wholeness”  
in a Rock Band

By Laurie Dunklee

“This is my mid-life crisis band,” says Carla 
Weikel, lead singer and founder of  Just a 
Girl, a tribute to Gwen Stefani’s No Doubt 

band. Weikel, 40, is a Stapleton resident and mother of  
two, ages 6 and 10. “My goal is to rediscover fun before 
my kids get older and I get too old to do this.”

Just a Girl emulates No Doubt, a rock-ska-pop band 
that was fronted in the 1990s and 2000s by flamboyant 
vocalist Gwen Stefani. “We play mostly the songs from 
their heyday, plus a few current songs,” says Weikel. “We 
try to match the sound of  their instruments and I try to 
match Gwen’s tone and emotion.” 

Weikel imitates the wild costumes worn by Stefani, 
a clothing designer. “I watch all of  their shows on 
You Tube and I try to match her look, like half-shirts, 
wrist bands and heavy makeup. It’s impossible to buy 
anything like what she wears so I piece it together. She 
sometimes wore a bindi [a colored dot on the center of  
the forehead, worn by Hindu women], so I found one 
at Forever 21 and glued it on. I get the look pretty well 

if  no one gets up close.”
No Doubt’s music is a fun challenge, she said. “It runs 

the gamut of  styles so we’re not stuck 
with one style. The music is technical 
and the players like their parts. The 
hooks are great. This music stays 
fresh for me.”

Weikel was inspired to start the 
band while on her nightly walk 
in Stapleton in August 2017. “No 
Doubt came up on my iPod and I 
realized that while there were lots of  
tribute bands in Colorado, none of  
them were No Doubt tribute bands. 
When I found people who also want-
ed to do this, it solidified my vision.” 

She found musicians for the band 
on Craigslist. “I got lucky right away 
and found good people, who referred 
me to more good people.”

Just a Girl came together early 

2018, and the band has played at venues including Herman’s 
Hideaway and the Soiled Dove Underground. The band’s next 

show will be at at the Oriental 
Theater Sept. 15.

Weikel started performing as 
a singer in high school musi-
cal theater and continued with 
community theater after college. 
She sang with bands in Denver, 
including her own band, from 
2004 to 2015. “After I stopped 
performing, I felt I was losing a 
part of  myself, my creative side. 
Things like work and kids can 
take priority over fun, and your 
time gets thin,” said Weikel, who 
works full time at a real estate in-
vestment company. “So I needed 
something to make me feel that 
wholeness again. This is very 
satisfying and fun.”

  Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson  
303.886.6606  |  www.wolfe-epperson.com

Selling Stapleton since take-off! 

WE Bring You Home
The Wolfe & Epperson Team

WE have Coming Soons! Contact us TODAY for more info and market timing.

2730 Clinton Street
Stapleton-Urban Estate

SOLD
PAST URBAN ESTATE SALES

Renovated 4 Beds, 3 Baths 
3204 Fin Sq. Ft. + 875 in Bsmt 

Spacious Master Suite, Large Chef’s Kitchen 
2 Car Gar, 6250 Sq. Ft. Lot

1075 Jersey 
NEW PRICE-Mayfair Park

$935,000

9353 61st Pl
Stapleton-Beeler Park 

SOLD
New Construction

*Represented Buyer **Building Rendering

1734 Bellaire St
NEW LISTING-Park Hill

$739,500
4 Beds, 2 Baths 

2,112 + 748 Sq Ft
6,200 Sq. Ft. Lot

5720 Montview 
SALE PENDING-Park Hill

$835,000
4 Beds, 4 Baths + Study 

2,307 + 966 Sq  Ft
6,000 Sq. Ft. Lot

View video  

of Just a Girl at  

FrontPorchNE.com
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Weikel says her kids, Addison, 6, and Gavin, 10, like to watch her rehearse with her band in their 
sound-proofed basement.

A basement room of  Weikel’s house 
became the band rehearsal space once 
she sound-proofed it. “The kids sneak 
down to the basement to watch us. My 
daughter sings along with the songs. She 
still thinks I’m cool and I’m milking that 
because it won’t be long before she thinks 
I am not cool.”

Weikel attributes the band’s early 
success to its nostalgic appeal. “Just about 

everyone who was a teen or 20-something 
in the 1990s or 2000s can associate No 
Doubt’s songs with some part their youth. 
I think that’s why we’ve resonated with 
people right off  the bat. I loved No Doubt 
in the ‘90s.  It reminds me of  high school, 
going to the beach in my best friend’s Jetta.”

For more information and tickets for 
the Sept. 15 show at the Oriental, see 
www.justagirltribute.com. 

kitchens, baths, basements, 
whole house remodels 

303.355.5666
WWW.DIANEGORDONDESIGN.COM

There’s a more natural place
To have a natural childbirth.

Introducing Birth Center of Denver

Colorado’s first and only freestanding, hospital-owned birth 
center. Women and their families are empowered to customize 
their birth plans to create the most memorable experience in 
the most natural way possible. Our high-touch, low-tech 
approach from our Certified Nurse-Midwives encourages a 
low-intervention delivery. Birth Center of Denver is owned by 
Saint Joseph Hospital, so if medical care is ever necessary, 
Colorado’s top baby hospital is always close by. There’s a new 
place in Denver to deliver your baby the way nature intended.

saintjosephdenver.org/BirthCenter  | 720.605.0590

Trent Nestman, DDS, MS

Park Hill’s Full-time 
Orthodontic 
Specialist

2206 Kearney St. | 720-735-9800 | www.nestmanortho.com 
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