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Written on the Land: Ute Voices, Ute History at the History 
Colorado Center brings the story of  Colorado’s 
longest continuous residents into present-day 

Colorado. Where the homeland of  the three Ute tribes’ 
ancestors extended beyond current Colorado borders, today 

This impressive view greets visitors as they check in to the new 
Gaylord Rockies. Story by Martina Will, Ph.D. on page 30.

The new History Colorado exhibit about Ute tribes was a joint effort of tribal members and museum staff, which included: (from left) Betsy Chapoose, Ute Indian Tribe, Cultural Rights and Protection Director; Cassandra 
Atencio, Southern Ute Tribe, NAGPRA Coordinator; Ernest House, Jr., Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, former executive director Colorado Commission of Indian Affairs (CCIA); Shannon Voirol, History Colorado, Director of 
Exhibit Planning; Sheila Goff, History Colorado, Curator of Archaeology and Ethnography, NAGPRA Liasion; Liz Cook, History Colorado, Lead Exhibit Developer.

the three reservations are limited to the land areas shown 
above in orange (Utah), green and blue (southern Colora-
do). With a nod to their ancestral lands, the Ute speakers at 
an opening event greeted visitors with the words, “Welcome 
to our land.”  See story by Laurie Dunklee on page 6.

UCHealth Trauma Docs Rebuild Bodies & Lives

JANUARY 2019COLORADO
Stapleton, Park Hill, Lowry, Montclair, Mayfair, NW Aurora, East Colfax

NORTHEAST DENVER

Summer Camp Guide
Upload camps online by Jan. 15 for the guide in the Feb. issue.

See page 2 for instructions on how to upload.

Gaylord OpensGaylord Opens

“Welcome to 
Our Land” 

Alina Miller 
jumped from 
a four-story 

building to escape a fire. 
Luckily she lived near 
the University of  Col-
orado Hospital (UCH) 
Emergency Department, 
where experienced 
trauma doctors treated 
her injuries. With its 
years-long track record 
treating trauma patients, 
UCH in October 2018 
earned a Level 1 trau-
ma center designation 
for its combination of  
resources, research, and 
education. 
See story by Martina Will, 
Ph.D. on page 8.
Left: Alina Miller stands next 
to her life-sized image on a 
UCH hospital elevator door.
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to comment and find  
articles from past issues.
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Like us at Front Porch Newspaper  
for updates on local news  
and events.

The full display of Stapleton’s 29th Ave Town Center holiday lights will remain lit up until 
Jan. 1, when the Menorah and Christmas tree will be removed. Street trees and decor 
will remain up through the Stock Show, and overhead lights will stay til Valentine’s Day.

Summer Camp Guide Submissions
Starting this year, submissions for the Summer Camp Guide must be made online. 
1.	 Go to frontporchne.com/submit-event. 
2.	 Choose multi-day event and enter first camp session to last camp session. 
3.	 Create your camp description—they need to be concise due to the limited 

character count. (Additional detail can be provided in the online only text box.)  
4.	 Select categories. IMPORTANT: Be sure to choose “SUMMER CAMP 

GUIDE.” A second category is optional. It is used for online searches.
5.	 Complete all other fields for event submission.

Are you a freelance writer?
Let us know your areas of  interest and expertise. We’d like to expand our list of  writers 
to include NE neighbors knowledgeable about subjects of  interest to the community.

Letters to the Editor
We welcome your letters. Send to Carol@FrontPorchNE.com

Pick up the Front Porch in local grocery stores.
We now have papers in both King Soopers in Stapleton and in the Mayfair King 
Soopers. Papers are also available at the Safeway stores in Lowry and Mayfair.

PUBLISHERS:
   Carol Roberts – Editor
   Steve Larson – Photography

WRITER: Martina Will de Chaparro, Ph.D.

AD SALES: Karissa McGlynn 303-333-0257, 
303-993-9963, KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com

Letters to the Editor: Carol@FrontPorchNE.com

The Front Porch – NE Denver distributes more than 
27,000 free papers during the first week of each month. 
Papers are delivered to doorsteps and/or racks in Staple-
ton, Park Hill, Lowry, Montclair, Mayfair and NW Aurora. 

The Front Porch is printed with soy-based ink and the 
paper contains 30% post-consumer waste. We contrib-
ute monthly to replant trees equivalent to the amount of 
paper used in each issue.

www.FrontPorchNE.com
FrontPorch@FrontPorchNE.com   303-526-1969

2558 Syracuse St., Denver, CO 80238

Sponsored by Stapleton MCA
8101 E. 40th Ave. Denver

 (303) 322-6013 
WWW.BB-RV.COM

There IS a Difference!

Premier dealership in the
 world for off-road and 

off-grid campers.
Quality, unique line-up 

of trailers, Off-Lease 
motorhomes.

SALES

Various newer, 
upgraded models.

We own and maintain 
our fleet
on-site.

RENTALS

RVs, campers, personal 
vehicles.

Most services include 
24 month/

24,000 mile 
warranty.

SERVICE

STORAGE
20' and 40' 

storage spots
for your toys.

Electricity available.

Get the latest on

at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton 

Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &
AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements

Master Community Association

sta130324 MCA_Header_L5.pdf   1   3/22/13   2:24 PM

Get the latest on

at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton at Stapleton 

Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &Events &
AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements

Master Community Association

sta130324 MCA_Header_L5.pdf   1   3/22/13   2:24 PM

Active Minds Seminar – Puerto Rico
Thursday, January 10th, 1pm, Sam Gary Library
Devastated by Hurricane Maria in Sept. 
2017, Puerto Rico is still far from fully 
recovered. Total losses are expected to 
exceed $100 billion. Hundreds have died 
and the rebuilding of  infrastructure has 
been delayed. Join Active Minds as we 
review the history of  this important U.S. 
Territory, including how U.S. policies 
have impacted its economy and its people 
over the past century. We will end with a 
look forward to the future of  the island as 
it continues to rebuild.

Community Night at DU Hockey
Saturday, January 12th, 7pm, Magness Arena
Join us for family night with the Univer-
sity of  Denver’s Pioneers as they face off  
against the Omaha Mavericks. Support 
our local collegiate hockey players while 
enjoying nonstop action. Visit  
denverpioneers.com and use promo code 
‘stapletonmca’ for access to $10 tickets! 

Family Classics Film Series – The Wizard of Oz 
Friday, January 18th, 7pm, The Cube
Our three-part Family Classics Film 
Series begins with The Wizard of  Oz, 
the pioneering classic that seamlessly 
combined traditional storytelling with 
cutting-edge visuals. As Entertainment 
Weekly’s Keith Staskiewicz put it, “In 
truth, any opportunity to see this film on 
the big screen is welcome.” The MCA 
is thrilled to welcome back Dr. Vincent 
Piturro, who will provide viewers with a 
new perspective and exclusive industry 
insights into some of  the most beloved 
family-friendly films in movie history. For 
more information and to purchase tickets, 
visit stapletoncommunity.com. 

Active Minds Seminar – South Africa: From 
Apartheid to Global Citizen
Thursday, January 24th, 6:30pm, Sam Gary 
Library
Join Active Minds as we explore the 
history of  South Africa, its struggle with 
Apartheid, Nelson Mandela’s legacy, and 
the country’s journey to rejoin the inter-
national community since Apartheid’s 
end in 1994. We will end with a look at 
the current challenges and opportunities 
for South Africa, including the resigna-
tion of  President Jacob Zuma. 

Family Game Night
Friday, January 25th, 5–9pm, The Cube
It’s time to get a Clue, fill your Cranium 
with gaming wisdom, and join us for our 
open-house styled Family Game Night! 

You won’t need a Ticket to Ride to partake in 
this evening’s entertainment and proclaim 
your Monopoly as the reigning board game 
Mastermind. Connect 4 of  your family mem-
bers for a domestic Scrabble or take a Risk 
by competing against new opponents. No 
matter who you challenge, the fun to be had 
compares Apples to Apples. Attendees are wel-
come to bring dinner and snacks with them. 
It’s no Candy Land, but we will also have 
snacks and drinks available for purchase. 
Come out for a fun-filled night of  friendly 
competition, you won’t be Sorry! you did!

Harry Potter Lock-In
February 1st –2nd, 2:30pm–10am, The Cube
* Last day for online registration: Jan 29, 12pm
Witches and Wizards, grades 2nd–5th, 
are invited to attend a magical overnight 
stay at Hogwarts School of  Witchcraft and 
Wizardry! We will be showing all eight films 
in the Harry Potter series. Students will be 
sorted into one of  the four Hogwarts houses 
and will experience some of  Hogwarts’ most 
celebrated curriculum, including the Care 
of  Magical Creatures and Defense Against 
the Dark Arts. Register today at  
stapletoncommunity.com.

Happy New Year…
Whether or not you’re ready to bid adieu to 
2018, the new year is upon us, and with it 
we welcome new opportunities for growth, 
change, and personal transformation. The 
MCA has endured a lot of  new develop-
ments leading into 2019, including a move 
to our new administrative office, devising 
plans for more innovative programs and 
events, and anticipating the commencement 
of  our seventh outdoor pool. Whether you 
like it or not, change will come to you. It 
may bust into your life unexpectedly or 
gradually develop over time, but how you 
react to it is up to you. New beginnings 
grant you a valuable opportunity to learn 
from your past and better yourself  in the fu-
ture. In 2019 there will be countless oppor-
tunities to try new things, meet new people, 
and explore unknown environments. Every 
chapter in your life will eventually come to 
an end and when it does, I hope you accept 
that it’s time to turn the page.  

If  you have any questions or comments 
about the information above, contact  
luhling@stapletoncommunity.com or call 
the MCA office at 303.388.0724.

Lawrence Uhling
Administrative Assistant
luhling@stapletoncommunity.com
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 Exciting News!
We’re your new neighbors.

New location. 
Same great care.
Schedule an appointment today!

STAPLETON-EASTBRIDGE LOCATION
Across from the new King Soopers

10405 E. MLK Jr. Blvd., Suite 100 
Denver, Colorado 80238

Laura Boyer, MD, Elisabeth Deeran, MD & Sarah Payne, MD

PremierOBGYNdenver.com |  (303) 393-4330
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STAPLETON-EASTBRIDGE

We,ve Moved to Stapleton-Eastbridge
The exceptional women’s care of Premier Integrated OBGYN is now even closer to home. Providing the full 

spectrum of women’s wellness and surgical services, our experienced physicians treat women of all ages. At Premier, 

you’ll find the complete and coordinated medical care you need, along with the modern conveniences you expect.

Well-Woman Exams • Contraception • Treatment of STDs • Family Planning • Infertility Treatment

Pre- and Postnatal Care • VBAC •  Minimally Invasive GYN Surgery • Treatment of Abnormal Paps

Menopause Management • Management of Abnormal Bleeding • Online Scheduling • 24/7 Patient Portal

Front Porch Full Page - Nov 2018.indd   1 10/24/2018   9:13:41 AM

Compassionate. Experienced. Independent.Compassionate. Experienced. Independent.

Rewarding Care from 
Colorado’s Most Experienced  

Birth Center

www.MountainMidwifery.com

In-network with most insurers

Affordable self-pay plans available

����

 

Delivered free every month—more than 27,000 Front Porch 
newspapers are distributed in the Northeast Denver neighborhoods of Stapleton 
— Park Hill — Lowry  Mayfair — Montclair — East Colfax — NW Aurora. 

You received this  
free community paper  

courtesy of  these local businesses!  
Learn more about them at www.FrontPorchNE.com > Business Directory.

To advertise, contact Karissa McGlynn at 303-993-9963 or 
KarissaMcGlynn@gmail.com. Submit ads for the upcoming issue by the 
15th of the month. Or visit us at FrontPorchNE.com.

Art Gallery Robert Anderson Gallery 19

Auto Amina Auto Repair and 
Service

24

DART Auto 22

Beauty Bishops Cuts & Color Lowry 16

Blood Donation Vitalant Blood Center 16

Churches Augustana Lutheran Church 31

Denver Presbyterian Church 20

City Services City and County of Denver 7

Classes Denver Center for the 
Performing Arts

20

Community 
Organization

Rotary Club of Denver - 
Stapleton

31

Stapleton Master Community 
Association

2

Dance Classes Dance Institute LLC 26

Dental A Wild Smile Pediatric 
Dentistry

26

Nestman Orthodontics 30

Stapleton Dental 24

Stapleton Orthodontics 15

Town Center Dentistry and 
Orthodontics

32

Williams Family Dentistry 11

Design and 
Remodeling

Diane Gordon Design 22

Events National Western Stock 
Show

9

Family 
Entertainment

WinterSkate at Northfield 10

Fitness Bladium Sports and Fitness 
Center

15

Fitness (continued) Reckoning Fitness 22

Ubergrippen Indoor Climbing 
Crag

17

Health and Wellness Briar Rose Wellness Group 14

New Day Acupuncture 20

The Foundation for 
Sustainable Urban 
Communities

8

Home Builders David Weekley Homes 12

Thrive Home Builders 13

Thrive Home Builders 30

Home Services Denver Recycles 18

Reflection Windows & Doors 
LLC

30

Sensible Heating & Cooling 31

Hospitals Rose Medical Center 21

Housecleaning Number 1 House Cleaning 20

White Magic Cleaning 
Services

14

Medical Doctors HealthONE’s Premier 
OBGYN

5

Med-Fit, PLLC- Weight Loss 
Specialist

25

New West Physicians / 
Cherry Creek Internal 
Medicine

25

Stapleton Pediatrics 29

Mortgage Thoroughbred Financial 23

Nurse Midwives Mountain Midwifery Center 4

Plumbers Dirty Jobs Done Dirt Cheap 30

Political Ad Blair Taylor for Denver 14

Pre-Schools/
Childcare

Denver Preschool Program 27

Real Estate Live Urban Real Estate 17

Neir Team-Kentwood City 
Properties

9

New Perspective Real Estate, 
LLC

29

RE/MAX Momentum 
Stapleton

19

The Kearns Team, RE/MAX 
Alliance

27

Tolan Real Estate 23

Wolfe & Epperson Real 
Estate

31

Research Studies University of Colorado 
IMAGE researchers

18

Restaurants It’s Brothers Bar & Grill 6

La Cueva 4

Retail Turn A Page Book Shop 22

Schools Denver Discovery School 26

Denver Language School 28

DSST Stapleton and 
Conservatory Green

24

International School of 
Denver

26

Monarch Montessori 28

The CUBE 22

Transportation B&B RV, Inc. 3

Window Coverings Budget Blinds 23
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“Written On the Land”

By Laurie Dunklee

Millennia before it became the 
Centennial State, Colorado was 
the home of  indigenous people 

including the Ute tribes. Written on the Land: 
Ute Voices, Ute History at History Colorado 
aims to bridge the Utes’ history with mod-
ern-day Colorado. 

“It’s cool to imagine what the Utes were 
doing in our familiar places, thousands of  
years before us,” said Shannon Voirol, di-
rector of  exhibit planning at History Colo-
rado and lead developer of  the exhibit. “In 
metro Denver there are hundreds of  sites 
that indicate the Utes’ presence, including 
near Bluff  Lake.”

Written on the Land, a new long-term ex-
hibit, was developed in collaboration with 
the Southern Ute Indian Tribe, the Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe, and the Ute Indian 
Tribe of  the Uintah and Ouray Reserva-
tion. History Colorado staff  met with tribal 
representatives, including elders, historians, 
and culture and education experts, over 
four years to develop the content, Voirol 
said. 

Written on the Land displays more than 
175 artifacts, including Ute beadwork, 

clothing, basketry and contemporary crafts. 
On view is the colorful beadwork that adorns 
dresses, mocca-
sins, bags and 
jewelry, along 
with willow 
baskets, stone 
tools, and wooden 
saddles. Photos 
and videos show 
Ute traditions 
preserved to 
the present day, 
including the 
Bear Dance with its elaborate beaded gloves, 
fringed shawls and carved instruments.

“The tribes support this exhibit because it 
helps their kids and grandkids to know their 
stories. Also, they want Denver people to know 
about their lives,” Voirol said.  

The exhibit explores iconic Colorado 
places where the Ute people resided for gen-

erations. “Pikes 
Peak is im-
portant to the 
Southern Utes, 
called ‘people 
of  the shining 
mountains,’” 
said Sheila 
Goff, curator 
of  archaeolo-
gy at History 
Colorado. 

“The mountain is named tava-kahv in their 
language because it is one of  the first peaks 
to get the sun in the morning.”

The Utes’ original territory covered most 
of  Colorado. They moved with the seasons, 
from the mountains in summer to lower ele-

vations in winter. “Their movements were pur-
poseful and practical, not aimless,” said Voirol. 
“They prefer not to be called nomadic.”

“Our history is written on the land. These 
places in the Rocky Mountains are where we 
connect to our history,” said Regina Lo-
pez-Whiteskunk of  the Ute Moun-
tain Ute Tribe, a tribal repre-
sentative who participated in 
the planning of  the exhibit.

Forty-eight American 
Indian tribes have an-
cestral ties to Colorado. 
Some archaeologists say 
the Utes have been in 
Colorado for more than 
13,000 years. “That time 
period is indicated by their 
material culture, such as their 
baskets,” Goff  said. “Also their 
oral tradition tells us how they lived and 

where.”
Written on the Land brings history to the 

present and talks about the contemporary 
lives of  Ute tribal members. Many Utes 
still live on three reservations: the Ute 
Mountain and Southern Ute reserva-

tions in southwest Colorado; 
and the Uintah and Ouray 

Reservation in eastern 
Utah. Others live in 

Denver as part of  a 
larger community of  
American Indians 
from many tribes. 
“They’d like us to 

know they’re still 
here, so don’t think 

of  them in sepia,” said 
Voirol.

“We didn’t get wiped out, 
we didn’t move away, we’re still here 

and we will still be here,” said Terry Knight 
Sr. of  the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, who 
participated in the planning of  the exhibit.

Modern-day Utes are preserving their 
language and culture, as well as sharing 
their knowledge. Statewide, a National 
Science Foundation grant is connecting 
traditional Ute knowledge with science in 
an education program for schools and Ute 
tribes. Anthropologists, botanists, scientists 
and researchers are bridging their scientific 
knowledge with the traditional ecological 
practices of  indigenous peoples.

Archaeological fieldwork surveys with 
Ute elders and youth are featured as 
interactive spaces in the exhibit, allowing 
museum visitors to learn more about the 
Utes’ use of  plants.

Left middle: Ute saddle: 
Acquiring horses in the 1500s 
changed the Utes’ economic 
and social lives. They could 
hunt more large game, carry 
more goods and travel farther 
to trade and socialize. 
Left: The last hereditary chief 
of the Southern Utes, Buckskin 
Charley, gave this headdress 
to his son, Antonio Buck, Sr., 
the first elected chairman of 
the Southern Ute Tribe. 
Below: Beaded hatband: Ute 
people decorated felt cowboy 
hats with bands like this one 
with a floral pattern. 
Below middle: Basket, Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe. This 
weaver used traditional and 
contemporary techniques 
to show a nation within a 
nation. 

Above: Southern Ute Chief Buckskin Charley (1840-1936) passed this drum down to his son, Antonio Buck, 
Sr. (1870-1961).  Below: Shavano Rock Art, near Montrose. The site, named for late-1800s Chief Shavano, 
preserves centuries of Ute carvings. 

Left: Courtship flute: Flutes are an important part 
of the music of courtship. Above: Bag by Sophia 
Box, Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, 2003. Cut glass 
seed beads, leather, thread. 

Ute children were required to go to 
boarding schools where they were 

taught farming. Their moccasins were taken from them 
and they had to wear shoes like those shown below. 
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NEIR TEAM STAPLETON STATS  

1660 17th Street #100 
Denver, CO 80202 

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed and should be independently verified. All 
properties are subject to prior sale, change or withdrawal. Neither listing broker(s) nor Kentwood City 
Properties shall be responsible for any typographical errors, misinformation, misprints and shall be 

held totally harmless. 
*Indicates The Neir Team represented the buyer 

STACY NEIR 
720.280.3004 

ALEX NEIR 
720.935.4399 

LAURA FULLER 
303.646.7443 

2018 SOLDS 

6028 Beeler Ct* 
$702,955 

8125 MLK* 
$395,000 

5851 N Beeler St* 
$376,540 

5057 Yosemite Ct 
$885,000 

2095 Tamarac St 
$708,945 

8696 E 50th Dr 
$1,075,000 

8565 E 50th Dr 
$915,000 

10550 E 26th Ave* 
$558,192 

6064 Alton St 
$550,000 

9003 E 50th Dr 
$725,000 

5068 Yosemite Ct 
$585,000 

9022 E 50th Dr* 
$417,500 

Neir Team Days on Market for listings:  
Neir Team Average Sold Price: $763,789 

Neir Team List to Sale %: 101% 

CURRENT LISTINGS 
8864 MLK Blvd* 

$869,000 

7905 E Prairie Meadow Dr 
3  + Loft + Study  

2.5   
4,135 ◼ 

$839,500 

UNDER CONTRACT 

5718 N Beeler Ct* 4971 Central Park Blvd* 

9322 E 58th Ave 
2    / 2.5   
1 Car Garage 
1,152 ◼ 
$430,000 

9608 E. 57th Ave* 

9711 E 26th Ave* 
$630,000 

9722 E 35th Ave* 
$782,500 

COMING SOON 
2971 Fulton St 

3    + Office + Loft 
2,974 ◼ 

STAPLETON RESIDENTS! 
STAPLETON EXPERTS! 

4905 Valentia 
3    / 2.5   
2 Car Garage 
1,633 ◼  

be well Awards 
& Community
Celebration

Thursday, January 31, 2019, 6–8:30pm
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Denver 3202 Quebec St. 80207

By Martina Will, Ph.D.

The first thing you notice about 
Alina Miller isn’t her colorful 
prosthesis, but her positivity. Even 

when she talks about the fire that im-
pelled her to jump from her fourth-floor 
apartment, making her an amputee, she 
radiates joy as she says “It all happened 
perfectly.” She is not being ironic. Part of  
her good fortune in the face of  adversity 
had to do with her apartment’s proximi-
ty to UCHealth University of  Colorado 
Hospital (UCH), which in October 2018 
received a Level 1 trauma center designa-
tion. 

The Colorado Department of  Public 
Health and Environment (CDPHE) and 
American College of  Surgeons announced 
the designation that makes UCH one 
of  five such hospitals in the state, but as 
Miller attests, the designation largely rec-
ognizes the work that UCH had already 
been doing.

In 2012, when Miller was 22, an ar-
sonist set fire to her apartment building at 
17th and Peoria. She recalls being on the 
phone around 10:30pm when she noticed 
flames lighting her apartment orange from 
the burning apartment below hers.  She 

UCHealth Gains Level 1 
Trauma Designation

tried to exit through the hallways 
but immediately recognized that 
the only way to survive the fire 
would be to go through a win-
dow. She couldn’t climb her way down 
the brick building as she had hoped, 
and plummeted to the ground. Land-
ing on the concrete broke her back and 
shattered her feet. Overwhelmed with 
pain, her screams woke a second floor 
neighbor. When this resident escaped the 
building, she cradled Miller, comforting 
her as they helplessly watched the flames 
and smoke engulf  the building.

She remembers being in the emer-
gency room, and could feel the sense of  
urgency emanating from the doctors, 
nurses, and other staff. “But no one 
panicked,” she says. “Everybody was so 
clear with me and so wonderful. I felt 
they were like ‘We’ve got this. It’s going 
to be fine.’”

According to UCH, “Hospital trauma 
designations are determined according 
to established state and national crite-
ria. Key elements required to be a Level 
I trauma center include around-the-
clock coverage by trauma surgeons and 
prompt availability of  the most compre-

hensive group of  specialists in orthopedics, 
neurosurgery, and anesthesiology, among 

others. Such facilities also must be lead-
ers in trauma prevention and education, 

conduct research, and 
meet volume require-
ments for treating 
severely injured pa-
tients.”

Dr. Robert McIn-
tyre, the hospital’s trauma medical director 
and CU School of  Medicine professor, 
adds that UCH’s volume of  patient care 
has also increased by about 10% each year 
in the past four years. UCH sees between 
275-300 patients a day coming through its 
emergency room. Many cases are the result 
of  motor vehicle crashes, pedestrians or 
bicyclists hit by vehicles, falls, and pene-
trating trauma injuries such as gunshot 
wounds and stabbings. UCH also works 
with patients referred from hospitals in 
surrounding states, to ensure the highest 
level of  care. 

Miller underwent ten surgeries at UCH 
over the years. She worked closely with 
the medical team, and marveled at her 
doctors’ determination to save her foot 
despite the fact that it was smashed “like 
a potato chip” after the fall. Keeping her 
foot, however, proved to be more limiting 
to her mobility and her comfort. 

She eventually decided to have her left 
leg amputated below the knee, and after 
returning from her honeymoon in Cancun, 

had the operation in January 2016. “It was 
the best decision I ever made.” Since the 
amputation, she has rock climbed, run a 5k, 
gone scuba diving, and embraced all the 
opportunities before her. Miller welcomes 
the questions that inevitably arise when 
strangers see her in her prosthetic, and 
views each encounter as an opportunity to 
reduce people’s fears and taboos around 
amputation and amputees. She encourag-
es people not to avoid eye contact, but to 
engage with her and others who choose 
not to conceal their prosthetics. “I can do 
everything an able-bodied person can do,” 
she says. “I have a wonderful time being an 
amputee.”

The amputation resulted in a career 
shift for Miller, who now works for Creative 
Technology Orthotic and Prosthetic Solu-
tions in Denver. She counsels patients in 
the months after amputation, to help them 
adjust to their new prosthetics. Occasional-
ly, Dr. Robert Leland, her UCH orthopedic 
surgeon, asks her to meet with patients 
considering amputation. 

It’s clear in speaking with Miller that the 
bonds she established at UCH are deep. 
The many doctors, surgeons, nurses, and 
others who cared for her—and continue to 
care for her—go “above and beyond,” she 
says.  

Above: Fully recovered Alina Miller returned to the emergency room for a photo with Dr. Robert McIntyre, the 
hospital’s trauma medical director.  Below: UCH emergency room resident physicians Tyler Downing (left) and 
Samuel Michel meet with attending physician Lisa Ferrigno during a pause in their work with patients.

The UCH emergency room averages 275-300 patients a day. According to Dr. 
McIntyre, the trauma volume has increased 10% each year for the past four years.
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Above: A street in “Habana Vieja,” or “Old Havana.” In the foreground, a fami-
ly-owned restaurant or “paladar” sells pizzas. Though officially still socialist, since 
the collapse of the USSR, Cuba has permitted such entrepreneurship. Dining at 
any of these family-owned businesses constitutes part of your “support for the Cu-
ban people” when traveling to Cuba, and many offer outstanding cuisine. Parked 
in the street, one of the many pink convertibles used to ferry tourists through the 
city on sightseeing excursions.

Above left: Interior of one of our renovated 
historic apartments. To support the locals and 
give our children a more accurate view of 
daily life, we booked homes through Airbnb, 
allowing us to pay in advance with dollars. 
Above: Havana will celebrate its 500-year 
anniversary in 2019, and historic buildings 
like this one are slated for renovations. 
Left: People wait in the Plaza de Armas to 
take a turn walking around the ceiba tree to 
make wishes.

Above: A view of the 2018 Havana Marathon from our apartment overlooking  
the Malecón, Havana’s historic seawall and boardwalk. 
Below: A view from our beach house in Playa Larga, on the Bay of Pigs.

Above left: Havana’s Hotel Nacional, which overlooks the sea, opened in 1930 and has hosted international luminaries and 
leaders including Winston Churchill, Jean-Paul Sartre, Marlene Dietrich, Ernest Hemingway, Mickey Mantle, and Frank Sinatra.
Above right: Havana’s “coco-taxis” were my kids’ preferred means of transportation in the city. 
Below: Looking out at the Plaza Vieja and surrounding neighborhood, with the Cuban capitol building in the background.

Have you taken a trip with the goal to un-
derstand and experience another culture? Contact 
us if  you’d like to share your information for our 
“Cultural Travel” page.

By Martina Will, Ph.D.

Seeking to escape the cold and open 
our children’s worlds in a way that no 
all-inclusive resort can, we traveled 

to Cuba. Though the Trump administra-
tion in 2017 repealed one of  the categories 
allowing U.S. citizens to visit Cuba, twelve 
remain, and “support for the Cuban peo-
ple” dovetailed with our goals.

With our Spanish fluency, we knew we 
could experience Cuba without the filter of  
a tour guide. We also sought a slower pace 
than most organized excursions allow, so 
we planned our travel independent of  any 
tour companies. Seeking a blend of  cultural 
experiences and beach time, we limited 
ourselves to two destinations: Havana and 
Playa Larga. 

Cuba Travel Services sold us our visas 
right at the United gate in Houston before 
boarding our Havana flight. The ongoing 
U.S. trade embargo means that only a few 
U.S. bank cards function in Cuba, so we 

bought Euros to avoid the 10% surcharge 
on exchanging dollars and at the Havana 
airport converted these to “CUCs” (the 
Cuban convertible peso reserved for tour-
ists). We breezed through immigration, only 
cursorily scrutinized by women officials who 
complement their government uniforms 
with black heels and lace stockings.

Buses and taxis are reliable and abun-
dant, with the bonus that taking taxis gave 
us many opportunities to ride in 1950s 
Chevys and Soviet-era LADAs. These rides 
constituted some of  our “support for the 
Cuban people,” and allowed us to interact 

with locals more than renting a car would 
have permitted. We rented a few apartments 
in historic buildings, to get a feel for differ-
ent neighborhoods and lifestyles. 

Our first day in Old Havana, a UNE-
SCO World Heritage Site, coincided with 
the 499th anniversary of  the city’s found-
ing. Lines of  locals waited their turn to 
walk three times around the ceiba tree in 
the Plaza de Armas, a square dating to the 
1520s. The tree is strongly associated with 
Afro-Cuban orishas or spirits, but many of  
these same devotees later that day appeared 
in Havana’s Cathedral to petition St. Chris-

topher at his altar there.
The Museum of  Colonial Art in the Cathedral’s plaza 

featured some remarkable everyday objects from the country’s 
long colonial history—and the sounds of  Cuban son from 
musicians in a nearby restaurant drifted through its open win-
dows. Though we arrived just after its official closing, a guard 
permitted us to take the elevator to the Camera Obscura, an 
optical device that offers 360-degree views. From the roof, we 
could see the Plaza Vieja’s colorful buildings from the seven-
teenth through twentieth centuries. At Salsabor, the kids and I 
took a lesson in Cuban salsa dancing. As my 9-year old drum-
mer followed this with a class on the timbales, widely used in 
Cuban music, we relaxed on a balcony and indulged in drinks 
with and without Havana Club, Cuba’s ubiquitous rum.

Snorkeling in the calm waters among 
the pristine coral reefs of  Punta Perdíz in 
the Bay of  Pigs offered the perfect anti-
dote to Havana’s nonstop bustle. A beach-
front house in sleepy Playa Larga served 
as our base for exploring the Caribbean 
side of  the island, home to the Ciénega de Zapata Biosphere 
Reserve with its mangrove and evergreen forests.

These rich urban and coastal landscapes only hint at Cu-
ba’s story. It was the people we encountered—of  all walks of  
life, educational backgrounds, ethnic and racial groups—who 
are without question its richest resource. Our taxi drivers 
and hosts had worked as teachers, agricultural engineers and 
in other professional capacities. Despite the hardships they 

have and continue to endure, they expressed pride in their 
nation’s heritage, resilience, and independence. They freely 
shared their views on the country’s sites and history, and its 
complex relationship with the U.S. Many were bilingual, 
and all made us feel welcome. Though all too short, our 
eight days in Cuba allowed us all to see beyond the occa-
sional headlines and connect with the locals to gain a more 
nuanced view of  Cuba today.

DESTINATION
  CUBA: 

WITH KIDS

CULTURAL TRAVEL

Photos by Andrés Chaparro
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Stapleton – North End
Cottage and Paired Homes
From the $460s
720-838-2204

Stapleton Row Homes 
From the $465s
720-382-1779

See a David Weekley Homes Sales Consultant for details. Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials, and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s 
depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2018-19 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved. Denver, CO (DENA102795)

Home is a place where you can be yourself.
At David Weekley Homes, we ensure your home is built just for you. Whether 
it’s a sunny Family Room to gather with friends or a private Retreat to practice 
your chords, you’ll have exactly what you want. And, from regular consultations 
with your Personal BuilderSM and Design Consultant to great locations close to 
shops and restaurants, you can create a home that’s sweet music to your ears. 
That’s The Weekley Way!

Creating perfect harmony in a new home

David Weekley Homeowners Kelly Rohm & JD Stumpf

Panacea at  Stapleton
Priced from the upper $800’s

( YE A H ,  W E  MA D E  T H AT  U P. )

ThriveHomeBuilders.com
E F F I C I E N T.  H E A LT H Y.  LO C A L .

Elements Income Qualified Rows
Nor th End Rows -  3  Stor y
S olar is  I I I  at  Bluff Lake
Vita  at  Nor th End
Z.E.N.  2 .0  at  Nor th End
Panacea at  Beeler  Park

from the Low $200s
from the M id $300s
from the M id $500s
from the M id $500s
from the Low $600s
from the Upper  $800s

Only 5 Self-Powered
Panacea Homes

Remaining

When you invest in a Self-Powered Thrive 

Zero Home, you’re investing in a future of 

energy independence.  Thrive Zero homes 

generate as much energy as they consume.  

And, all Thrive homes are LEED Certified and 

built with the healthiest materials available, 

from formaldehyde-absorbing drywall to air 

systems that provide continuous fresh air and 

filter the air your family breathes.

(oh....and Thrive builds more Zero Energy Ready 

homes than any other builder in the nation!) 

Schedule a Private Tour of any Thrive home with Scott - 303.437.3013

Cordova Gets 
Unanimous Vote

By Martina Will, Ph.D.

As he begins a suicide prevention training 
on a chilly Saturday morning, James 
Gallanos emphasizes “If  you don’t 

remember anything else, remember that if  you 
feel something in your gut, or something doesn’t 
feel right, and you feel someone may be thinking 
about suicide, it’s ok to ask. It’s not comfortable. 
It doesn’t feel good to ask; you may be scared to 
ask the question and you may be worried about 
how the words are coming out and how that 
may be perceived by the other person, but the 
most important thing is that you ask.” 

Approximately every 8 hours, someone dies 
of  suicide in the state of  Colorado. Suicide is the 
leading cause of  death for children ages 10-14 
and the second leading cause of  death for those 
ages 15-44 within our state. “These are prevent-
able deaths,” says Gallanos, Colorado National 
Collaborative Coordinator for Violence and In-
jury Prevention with the Colorado Department 
of  Public Health and Environment.

A host of  factors may lead someone to be-
lieve that suicide will end the pain they are expe-
riencing. Though a concerned friend or relative 
cannot take away that person’s pain, they can 

Preventing Suicide: Don’t Be Afraid to Ask the Difficult Questions
be present, offer 
them hope, and by 
reaching out, break 
the chain that leads 
to a suicide attempt. 
Many people fear 
asking the question 
will impel someone 
to take that step, 
but Gallanos says it 
does not.

Intervention and 
treatment are over-
whelmingly success-
ful in preventing 
suicide and helping 
those who have 
hurt themselves 
to recover. “Most 
people recover from 
suicidal thoughts or 
behaviors,” Gallanos 
says. “It doesn’t mean 
they won’t attempt 
again or that they 
won’t face mental health challenges,” but with 
the right resources and supports in place, about 
90% of  individuals move past suicidal thoughts 
and behaviors. 

Gallanos recommends finding a private and 
unrushed setting to ask the person you’re con-
cerned about, “Are you thinking of  hurting your-
self ?” You may warm up to this by asking first, 
“Have you been unhappy lately?” This is not 
ever an easy conversation, but in many instances, 
listening and offering hope can help shift the 
person’s belief  that suicide is a solution. “Most 
people don’t want to die; they want an end to 
their pain,” Gallanos says. Wording is import-
ant when asking someone about their feelings. 
Do NOT say “You’re not suicidal, are you?” or 
“Promise me you won’t try to kill yourself.”

Your willingness to listen may rekindle hope. 
When you have that difficult conversation with 
someone you’re concerned about, it’s essential 

that you also encourage 
them to get help. You 
may offer to accompany 
them to get help or call 
the crisis line together. 

People who attempt 
suicide frequently 
exhibit one or more 
of  these signs: talk of  
hopelessness or suicide, 
behavioral changes 
(withdrawing from 
friends, family or activi-
ties; greater reliance on 
drugs) and mood chang-
es (depression, anxiety, 
or irritability). Accord-
ing to the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), 
for each adult (18 and 

over) suicide, “there are about 30 adults 
who reported making a suicide attempt.”

Colorado 
is creating a 
comprehensive 
suicide pre-
vention system 
with the goal 
of  reducing the 
suicide rate by 
20% by 2024. 
Children’s 
mental health 
programming 
received a 
recent boost 
from a $2.8 
million grant 
from the At-
torney Gen-
eral’s office in 
October 2018. 
The grant 
will support 
Partners for 

Children’s Mental Health (PCMH), led by 
Children’s Hospital Colorado, to “improve 
the delivery of  care and engage with kids 
earlier to prevent mental health problems 
from escalating to emergencies.” 

Attorney General Cynthia Coffman 
shares a personal connection to the issue 
as she reflects on two high school friends. 
Though one friend’s death was attributed 
to an accidental gunshot, she recalls that 
he did not feel accepted by his family due 
to being gay, and she believes it was in fact 
a suicide. “He has stayed with me all these 
years…and another friend with sexual 
identity issues made an attempt as a senior 
in high school. These experiences had a 
profound impact on me.” In Colorado and 
nationally, LGBTQ youth are at greater 
risk for suicide due to bullying and lack of  
support.

The Attorney General’s office oversees 
the statewide Safe2Tell program that allows 

Resources: 
Safe2Tell: To make an anony-
mous report, call 1-877-542-
7233 from anywhere, 24/7.

Suicide Prevention Lifeline: If 
you need help, call 1-800-
273-TALK (8255) or 1-844-
493-TALK (8255) Colorado 
Crisis & Support Line and 
you’ll be connected to a 
skilled, trained counselor at 
a crisis center in your area, 
anytime 24/7.

For a complete list of warning 
signs, see https://afsp.org/
about-suicide/risk-factors-and-
warning-signs/

Colorado 2005-2012

Causes of Firearms Deaths  

anonymous reporting of  safety concerns. 
In the past four years, suicide intervention 
tips have been the number one tip received 
by Safe2Tell, allowing for intervention and 
prevention. “We want to focus on address-
ing the problem upstream and also reach 
children as early as elementary school,” she 
says.

Reducing the suicide rate, however, 
may ultimately require not only additional 
mental health resources and prevention 
training, but reducing access to firearms. 
The CDC affirms that firearms are the most 
common method of  suicide nationally. In 
Colorado, almost half  of  suicides are the re-
sult of  firearms, and many national studies 
demonstrate a link between firearm access 
and suicide. Harvard University’s School 
of  Public Health explains the connection: 
“Guns are more lethal than other suicide 
means. They’re quick. And they’re irrevers-
ible. About 85% of  attempts with a firearm 
are fatal: that’s a much higher case fatality 
rate than for nearly every other method.” 
Many of  the other suicide attempt methods 
have case fatality rates below 5%. 

Will Coloradans ask their legislators to 
tackle the problem by passing 
safe storage laws?

Suicide vs. Unintentional Firearm Deaths

There are fewer than 10 unintentional firearm deaths annually 
in Colorado—58 occurred from 2005 through 2012. 
Colorado Violent Death Reporting System (CoVDRS), Health 
Statistics Section, CO Dept. of Public Health and Environ-
ment, 03JAN2014.

Graphic by CoVDRS

Illustration by Harvard Injury Control Research Center

Protect Your Children

Susana Cordova fielding questions from the community at GW High School on Dec. 11

By Carol Roberts

The unanimous DPS Board 
vote was a testament to Su-
sana Cordova’s presentation 

of  herself  and her values to the com-
munity. The two board representa-
tives from northeast Denver, Jennifer 
Bacon and Carrie Olson, who had 
expressed serious concerns that 
constituents wouldn’t meet multiple 
candidates, ended up voting yes. 

Olson, in announcing her yes 
vote, said, “I will hold you account-
able for your promise to work ‘with’ 
the community instead of  doing ‘to’ 
and ‘for.’ I would like to pledge to 
you my support and willingness to 
work with you in this hard work.” 

Bacon said, “I’m excited to know 
you’ve heard what these demands 
for a different DPS are. I hope to 
walk with you as you demonstrate 
you are a listener, a collaborator 
and a bridge builder. You hold 
yourself  out to be. I will approach 
my vote with some reservations, 
but that’ s OK. The true value of  
diversity is that difference makes us 
better... And the truth of  the matter 
is, only a woman can do it anyway.”

One of  the first hurdles of  Cordo-
va’s candidacy was overcoming the 
impression that her superintendency 
would be a continuation of  Tom Boas-
berg’s time as leader.

 When asked how she’s different, she 
replied firmly and without hesitation: 
she’s a better listener and she believes 
strongly in the power of  collaboration. 
“I grew up in Denver. I’m shaped by 
my life experiences, a woman growing 
up in a lower income family. I believe 
deeply in the power of  relationships. I 
want to be able to talk to people across 
lines of  difference. I would put my 
money where my mouth is in terms of  
how I would spend my time in doing 
work in that space. Things would look 
and feel different.”

There were those who said the 
process wasn’t truly competitive, that 
it was set up to put her in the job. 
“I didn’t know if  I was going to get 
through the first interview. When the 
superintendent stepped down, the first 
thing I said was, ‘There needs to be a 
process.’ I had hoped there would be 
other finalists. I don’t want to go into 
the superintendency with people feeling 
like I was preselected. I wasn’t. I want 

to be selected on my merits. I’m sorry that’s not how 
it played out.” 

When asked about racism and equity she speaks 
of  her own life as a Latina woman growing up in 
a poor family, and now her daughter talks to her 
about what it’s like to be a student of  color in school. 
“Right now the work we’re doing on equity is more 
on an opt-in basis. To be a teacher in DPS, we all 
need training in understanding bias and what cultur-
ally responsive teaching looks like. I don’t think that 
should be optional. That might not be popular with 
all teachers who want some flexibility around what 
their training programs look like.” 

Cordova speaks of  her strong commitment to 
increasing teachers’ salaries —and she will be tested 
by the union negotiations that need to be wrapped 
up by mid-January. She was a teacher for years and 
says half  the names in her speed dial list are teachers. 
Where will she find the money? The new governor 
has designated some additional money for schools, 
which she would put toward teacher salaries. She also 
says, “We need to slim down and make the central 
office much more efficient. I’ve been here a long time 
and I think we try to do too much. In working with 
the board, I would want to be able to prioritize the 
work to align with the goals. Intensely focus in those 
areas and stop doing other things so we can slim 
down and put that funding in teachers’ pockets.”

She already started a new budgeting process where 
she brought together the teams she supervises, telling 
them, “We’re going to collectively name what we 
should be putting our resources toward. Where are 
the places we need to save funds...and how can we do 
this across our teams as opposed to inside our teams. 
It has to be a district-wide approach.” 

Cordova acknowledges that frequently DPS has 
acted like engagement is telling people something. 
“That’s not engagement...We have trust to build. 
We have relationships to rebuild. I shop at stores in 
Denver. If  you’re a parent in Denver I’m going to see 
you. It really matters that I can walk with integrity 
when it comes to authentic communication, dialogue 
and relationships.”

Cordova’s quotes in this article come from the community 
meetings at North and GW high schools.
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We’ll make you smile.
Orthodontic Care for adults and children

www.stapletonorthodontics.com
303.31.ORTHO (303.316.7846)

2373 Cental Park Blvd., Suite 302, Denver, CO 80238
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Personalized Weight 
Loss Programs
IV Hydration/Nutrient Therapy

Stefanie Huff, M.D.
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 ...NE News Updates

By Carol Roberts 

uStill No News When the Horns Will End, 
But we understand more about what’s causing the delay
In a world where driverless cars are said to be just around 
the corner and artificial intelligence is about to replace 
many of  our jobs, why haven’t 
the engineers been able to make 
the crossing gates consistently 
go up and down with the proper 
timing? After more than two 
and a half  years of  train horns, 
the bottom line still is this—
there will be no quiet zones until 
the gates operate “as designed” 
with constant warning times.

With a system that’s the first 
of  its kind, the timing window 
(when gates go down before the 
train arrives and how long they 
stay down after the train leaves) was initially based on algo-
rithms. In Sept. 2017, with a year and a half  of  real data, 
RTD asked for and received approval to add 20 seconds to 
that window, saying that longer window was more appropri-
ate for this system.

FRA’s Bombshell Letter to RTD
But in mid-November 2018, the Federal Railroad 

Administration (FRA) sent a letter saying, “Despite FRA 
approving RTD’s request for additional warning time…
recent FRA inspections have found that neither the WCAS 
(wireless system) nor the CTWS (conventional system) con-
sistently provide warning times within the acceptable ranges 
allowed... For instance, during the week of  August 13, 2018, 
FRA inspectors identified 63 instances of  warning times 
outside the acceptable ranges...”

The letter went on to say that federal regulations require 
that warning devices at crossings within quiet zones must 
provide constant warning times and any waiver to allow a 
quiet zone “would need to be predicated on the existence 
and use of  a…warning system that reliably activates as 
designed…FRA cannot justify granting this waiver request 
until RTD demonstrates compliance...”

The letter concluded with this bombshell, “If  RTD fails 
to submit an acceptable action plan within 30 days… FRA 
will have no choice but to consider other actions as appro-

priate, potentially including 
enhanced enforcement, modi-
fication of  the existing waiv-
er…or revoking the waiver.” 
RTD Spokesperson Laurie 
Huff  says, “Revocation of  the 
FRA waiver is not the same as 
shutting down the line. RTD 
will do everything possible to 
ensure that the plan is accepted 
and implemented such that our 
service is not impacted.”

RTD Replies
On Dec. 18, RTD Commuter Rail posted their 73-

page reply to satisfy the FRA’s requirements and keep the 
trains operating (available as a PDF with this story on our 
website). Near the beginning is a statement that gets at 
why there’s such a big focus on precise warning gate times: 
“Some safety experts believe that crossings are safer where 
warning times are as short as reasonably possible and rel-
atively consistent so that the public does not distrust active 
warning devices and does not attempt to cross the tracks 
with a mistaken belief  that the train is not really coming.” 
(With four gates at each intersection blocking all lanes, do 
motorists really crash through the gates if  the time at one 
gate is longer than that at another?)

The data for the commuter rail shows that approximate-
ly 90% of  all warning times are within the design-warning 
times for all crossings (with an exclusion noted). The A 

Line has eleven crossings, ten of  
them shared with Union Pacific 
Railroad. RTD Commuter Rail 
is the only railroad using the 
crossings that has Positive Train 
Control (PTC), where braking 
happens automatically if  the 
train is approaching the crossing 
too quickly.

Predicting when a train will 
arrive? It’s complicated

 RTD’s letter states, “The 
accuracy of  the prediction is 

affected by known factors, such as the actual speed of  the 
train at the point… [the signal to close the gate is acti-
vated]. Accuracy is also affected by factors not known or 
controllable by the system, 
for example an unanticipated 
decision by the train operator 
to slow down after the crossing 
has already been activated 
based on his/her judgment ap-
proaching the crossing. Human 
operators have the freedom 
and responsibility to adjust 
train speeds for conditions…a 
passenger train operator may 
allow more time at a station 
stop for passengers to board 
than is typically needed.”

Wireless signal interruptions—The software 
for the commuter rail system uses a wireless signal that 
adjusts gate timing based on actual train speed. If  there’s 
an interruption in wireless connectivity, the system reverts 
to a simpler conventional system that will close the gates, 
but that system cannot adjust gate timing based on actual 
train speed. The report noted that new construction around 
Union Station has resulted in more interruptions in wireless 

connectivity, which has created gate-timing issues up the line. 
RTD Commuter Rail is working on a fix for that problem.

Longer than expected station stops —Variation in the 
length of  time that trains stop in passenger stations (dwell time) 
causes variability of  warning times. RTD Commuter Rail will 
seek a method of  reducing or eliminating the impact of  dwell 
time variation on warning times. Dwell times at the Central 
Park station are typically longer than the assumed 35 second 
dwell time and may be a factor in lengthening the warning times 
at Holly and Monaco. The report notes that further improve-
ment may be possible with additional study of  actual operations 
at Central Park Station.

Additional causes of  longer warning times
•	 Orders for train operators to stop or slow at a crossing 

due to a report of  a possible warning system malfunction. 
•	 If  the positive train control system applies the brakes be-

cause a train will arrive too early, the train has to stop and 
re-initialize in Positive Train Control (PTC) before being 
able to move again.

•	 As a result of  a PTC issue (due to loss of  GPS signal, for 
example) the train operates in the conventional rather 
than the wireless system.

•	 Weather, poor visibility and other factors may cause oper-
ators to move more slowly than predicted.

Finding Solutions
The FRA identified concerns about the 

Holly and Monaco crossings. When timing 
issues there were studied, analysts discovered 
that the acceleration and deceleration times 
of  trains approaching these crossings had 
evolved significantly with increased operator 
experience. As data has become available, 
“Approach Condition Adjustment Factors” 
(ACAF) have been introduced in the algo-

rithms that predict train arrivals and gate closure and opening. 
The FRA approved new ACAF values that were implemented 
recently for the Monaco crossing. Data shows warning times for 
both Monaco and Holly have improved since that was imple-
mented.

In the 73-page document, RTD wrote detailed explanations 
of  these types of  issues and reiterated their commitment to 
collect and analyze data and continually make adjustments to 
limit the impact they have on warning times.

vRTD Increases Seats on A Line 
Laurie Huff  of  RTD provided this statement: 
“Starting in January, we are doubling capacity 
on the University of  Colorado A Line. This 
means we are adding cars to each train, so what 
previously had been two-car trains will become 
four-car trains. We are making this change 
because of  growing ridership, which is 24,000 
boardings on an average weekday to date this 
year. The University of  Colorado A Line has 
carried well above 16 million riders since it 
opened in April 2016.” 

wForest City Has Been Sold  
to Brookfield Asset Management
Brookfield, the new master developer of  Staple-
ton, will take over all of  Forest City’s contractual 
obligations. Jim Chrisman, who was senior vice 
president of  Forest City, points out that Brookfield 
acquired multiple other 
large projects and Forest 
City staff  have not yet 
been informed of  future 
staffing or office changes.  
We may learn more in 
late January.

xSprouts
David Friedman pur-
chased the land near the 
Central Park Station in 
late May/early June 2018 
to build a Sprouts, other 
retail and residential 
properties, but we have 
not received a response 
when we’ve asked about 
the construction schedule.

yConstruction by I-70?
What looks like a large construction project on the 
west side of  Central Park Blvd. at I-70 is actually 
“prep work for bringing fill to the site,” says Jim 
Chrisman.

zDenver Preschool Showcase
The seventh annual Preschool Showcase will 
be held at the Denver Zoo’s Norgren Hall on 
Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019, from 9am to 12pm. This 
free event enables Denver parents to meet with 
staff  from more than 50 local preschools to help 
them make an informed decision about preschool 
next fall. Parents can also learn how to sign up for 
tuition support through the program. Partici-
pating families receive free admission to the zoo. 
For more information visit www.dpp.org/news/
showcase-2019.

{Scooter Rules Change
 City Council representatives Mary Beth Susman 
and Paul Kashman have introduced a new ordi-
nance about scooters that puts scooters in bike 
lanes, when available. According to Susman, “It 
primarily gets scooters off  the sidewalks unless a 
road speed limit is higher than 30 and there is no 
bike lane, but then the speed limit on a sidewalk 

is 6 mph.” It goes to 
full council Jan. 7.  The 
proposed ordinance is 
linked to this article on 
our website at Front-
PorchNE.com.

|Rename 
Stapleton Contests 
MCA Vote 

Two candidates 
from the recent MCA 
delegate election, Cora 
Galpern and Mandle 
Rousseau, who were 
endorsed by Rename 
St*pleton for All, 
contested the outcome 
of  their elections. The 

candidates, upon review of  the ballots, found 
that Forest City had cast their votes on a single 
ballot rather than filing individual ballots, and 
the signature on the ballot did not match the 
name of  the owner. The lawyer from the MCA 
determined that the votes were, in fact, valid, 
and the election results stand.

Passengers wait at Central Park Station.

An RTD commuter rail driver looks out from the cab 
(shown above) before closing train doors.

Scooter enthusiasts have embraced the new 
mode of transportation in downtown Denver.

v This early 2016 photo 
of the Operations Con-
trol Center for the RTD 
Commuter Rail trains 
was taken during 
testing before opening 
to passengers.
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Ken Greenfield
303.478.4663

Stephanie menuey
303.709.7848

Bruno Nardi
720.394.4236

Carolyn dooling
303.250.8544

edgeurbandenver.com

happy New Year!
We’d love to help you Buy or Sell in 2019!

LOWRY 200 QUEBEC ST. DENVER, CO 80230 303 / 557 / 0232 
WALK-INS WELCOME OR CHECK-IN ONLINE @ BISHOPS.CO

FREE SHAMPOO 
AND STYLE 

WITH PURCHASE OF LONG CUT SERVICE | FREESSWC 
REDEEM THIS COUPON AT BISHOPS LOWRY THRU 01/31/19. 

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS.

FREE HAIRCUT 
WITH COLOR 

WITH PURCHASE OF COLOR SERVICE | FCWC 
REDEEM THIS COUPON AT BISHOPS LOWRY THRU 01/31/19. 

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS.

FREE SHAMPOO 
AND BEARD TRIM 

WITH PURCHASE OF CUT SERVICE | FREESBT 
REDEEM THIS COUPON AT BISHOPS LOWRY THRU 01/31/19. 

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS.

BUNDLE UP WITH 
WINTER SPECIALS
BUNDLE UP WITH 
WINTER SPECIALS

GIVE A PINT, GET A PINT
Spend an hour donating blood and  
your next happy hour is on us.

Donate at any Front Range Vitalant location  
Jan. 1 – 31 and receive a voucher for a free Draft 
House beer or soda at any Old Chicago Pizza & 
Taproom, Rock Bottom Restaurant and Brewery 
or Gordon Biersch Brewery Restaurant location in 
Colorado or Wyoming. Visit vitalant.org for details.

Make the most  
out of the moment

In partnership with: 
CraftWorks Restaurants  
& Breweries, Inc.

ÜG’s SCHOOL OF ROCK 
is Now Enrolling for the 
spring semester!
Climbing instruction for adults featuring 20+ 
unique courses to improve your climbing.

All classes are all levels.

Sign up now for classes from January 
through March!

www.ugclimbing.com/school-of-rock

Left: Colorado Senate floor.
Right: The legislators who 
represent constituents in the 
Front Porch distribution area 
gathered in the House Gallery 
at the end of the 2018 session. 
Back row, Reps. James Coleman 
and Leslie Herod. Front row, 
from left, Sens. Lois Court and 
Angela Williams. Not pictured is 
Rep. Chris Hansen.  
Illustration by Steve Larson and 
Carol Roberts with wave from 
iStockphoto.

Lots of New Lawmakers Face Lots of Old Issues
By Todd Engdahl

It’s a good thing Colorado legislators 
wear little black plastic nametags—
those will come in handy when 

lawmakers try to identify their colleagues 
this year.

Last November’s elections brought 28 
brand-new people to the 100-member 
Colorado General Assembly. By the time 
the dust settles in January there could be 
as many as 32 newbies because four sena-
torial resignations may be filled by current 
House members, whose seats in turn will 
be filled by newcomers. 

In addition to the freshmen, five House 
members were elected to the Senate.

The two chambers’ top leaders are new 
in their jobs, although not brand-new to 
leadership. Democratic Senate President 
Leroy Garcia was minority leader last 
year, and Democratic House Speaker was 
majority leader.

The wave of  new members brings 
more women and more Hispanics to the 
statehouse, plus a cadre of  self-described 
Democratic “progressives.” 

Legislature turnover is nothing new; 

the bigger news out of  the November 
election was the Democratic takeover of  
the Senate. Combined with the election 
of  Jared Polis as governor, Democrats 
now control both houses of  the legislature 
and the executive branch.

That sets up a new dynamic, given 
that control of  the legislature has been 
split since the 2015 legislative session. 
That meant major bills needed bipartisan 
support to pass. And more ideological 
bills on both sides tended to fare poorly.

So, in theory, Democrats now can 
do whatever they want. In practice that 
won’t happen in all cases because:

There will be occasional splits in the 
Democratic caucuses, and between law-
makers and Polis.

Bipartisan relationships forged over 
the last four years won’t disappear, and 
veteran Republicans will still have a voice 
with veteran Democrats. 

Some Democratic policy dreams are 
expensive and may run up against Col-
orado’s unique constitutional provisions, 
which require voter approval of  new 
taxes and set limits on how much state 

lar vote; others aren’t so sure.
Lawmakers also need to sort out how to 

impose sales taxes on e-commerce, some-
thing recently allowed by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Trying to implement that ruling has 
exposed the flaws in Colorado’s complicated 
and fragmented sales tax system.

Strong state revenues make it look like 
clear sailing for existing programs in the 
state budget.

Transportation  
Voters in November rejected two plans 

for financing bonds to pay for highway and 
transportation improvements. Lawmakers 
have taken some modest steps in recent ses-
sions, including a 2019 ballot measure that 
would raise funding. That plan may get can-
celled, and lawmakers face tough decisions 
on this issue. The question ultimately may 
have to go to the voters again. 

Energy Development and the Environment 
Voters also rejected a 2018 ballot measure 

to regulate energy development. Legisla-
tive Democrats have pushed in the past for 
tighter controls, including greater setbacks 

between wells and homes, and they no longer 
have to worry about a Republican Senate. But 
the energy industry remains a strong lobbying 
force.

Health care and Insurance 
Gov. Polis has repeatedly expressed his 

support for universal health coverage, and 
legislature Democrats have pushed for various 
ideas in past sessions. Cost may be the biggest 
barrier to Democratic plans. Also look for bills 
on opioid addiction treatment and prevention, 
transparency of  hospital and drug costs and 
regulation of  free-standing emergency rooms.

Housing and Economic Security
Democrats also have been interested in 

“economic security” bills 
such as mandatory paid 
family leave and ideas 
to make housing more 
affordable. Again, cost will 
be a barrier.

Education 
Polis has expressed strong interest in 

state funding for full-day kindergarten. 
But some lawmakers wonder if  addi-
tional money would be better spent on 
expanding preschool access. In either 
case, the trick will be finding the money.

Hot-button issues 
Lawmakers will see a “red flag” bill 

allowing authorities to confiscate guns 
from people with mental health issues. 
Bills banning gay conversion therapy and 
addressing gender identification issues on 
birth certificates and driving licenses also 
are expected. 

Northeast Denver in the Legislature
Northeast Denver is an island of  sta-

bility amidst all the statehouse turnover. 
All five of  the area’s Democratic law-
makers are back at the Capitol. 

Sens. Lois Court (District 31) and 
Angela Williams (33) are in the middle of  
their terms so weren’t on the ballot last 
November. Reps. Chris Hansen (District 
6), James Coleman (7) and Leslie Herod 
(8) all were re-elected, Hansen and 
Herod without opposition.

All five hold leadership positions in 

the new legislature. Court has been elect-
ed president pro-tempore (the chamber’s 
second-highest but largely ceremonial po-
sition) and is chair of  the Senate Finance 
Committee while Williams leads the Busi-
ness, Labor and Technology Committee.

Hansen has joined the Joint Budget 
Committee and chairs the House Appro-
priations Committee. Coleman is co-whip 
(a party floor manager) and vice chair of  
the Business Affairs and Labor Commit-

tee. Herod chairs the Finance Committee 
and is vice chair of  the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Todd Engdahl’s company, Capitol Editorial 
Services, is a research firm that provides services to 
lobbying firms and advocacy groups at the Colora-
do legislature. He’s a former executive city editor 
of  The Denver Post, launched DenverPost.com 
and was a co-founder of  the website Education 
News Colorado.

spending can grow every year.
While a lot of  faces at the Capitol 

are new, most of  2019’s issues are all too 
familiar. Here’s a quick overview of  what 
lawmakers will be wrestling with:

Finance and Budget
Legislators are expected to once 

again take up the issue of  the Gallagher 
Amendment, the constitutional provisions 
that governs how much owners and busi-
nesses each pay in local property taxes. 
Interaction between Gallagher and the 
Taxpayer’s Bill of  Rights means property 
tax revenues are falling for many local 
governments and special districts, espe-
cially fire districts. Lawmakers may have 
to craft a proposal that ultimately requires 
voter approval. One less complicated 
option would be to reimburse local gov-
ernments for lost revenues, but that might 
squeeze funding for other programs.

Speaking of  TABOR, Democrats 
are talking about ways to increase that 
amendment’s limit on how much addi-
tional revenue can be spent each year. 
Some think that can be done with a popu-

A Blue Wave 
Hits Colorado as...
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Robert Anderson Gallery

Gallery hours: Wednesdays through Saturdays, 12 to 6pm, and by appointment
email: info@robertandersongallery.com       website: robertandersongallery.com

Nicole Korbe
acrylic painting

—CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR— 

Native American Portraiture,  
Dimensional Color Photography & Acrylic Painting

January 2 through February 28, 2019
Opening Reception: Friday, January 18, 5-8pm 

3321 East Colfax, Denver | just east of the Bluebird Theater

Ron Cooper
Native American portraiture

Howard Harris
dimensional photography

F E A T U R E D  A R T I S T S

Plus work by selected gallery artists: 
Cody Brothers, Dan Fong, Helen Hutchinson, Ron Johnson, Janice McDonald, 
Mieko, Pamela Mougin, Adrienne Moumin, the Obolers, Stephen Podrasky, 
Wendi Schneider, Janey Skeer and Loretta Young-Gautier.

Research on Antihypertensives  
Combined with Exercise for Seniors 

(ACES)
Purpose of the Research Study: The purpose of this research is to determine if choice 
of antihypertensive medication influences changes in functional status and cardiovascular 
risk factors in people with high blood pressure.

Main Inclusion/Exclusion Criteria:
Inclusion:
• Age 60+ years
• Hypertension
• Sedentary

Exclusion: 
• 3+ medications needed to treat hypertension
• Chronic kidney disease
• Severe cardiac disease 
  (congestive heart failure, history of cardiac arrest, uncontrolled angina)
• Significant cognitive impairment

Compensation Provided
If you are interested in participating, please contact Toby Wellington at  
720-848-6376 or toby.wellington@ucdenver.edu
COMIRB# 17-1758  PI: Wendy Kohrt, PhD

Stapleton’s Real Estate Resource

RE/MAX Momentum 303-321-0455
www.MomentumRealtyColorado.com

7505 E 35th Ave. Ste 360, Denver 80238 

MARKET SHARE 
14,617 TOTAL LISTINGS SOLD 
Denver | RE/MAX Mountain States Region 
October 1, 2015 - September 30, 2016 
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NOTE: This bar graph combines the “sold” listings of all office locations and independent offices of each multi-office or franchise organization identified, which listings were sold by 
such organization itself, or with the aid of a cooperating broker, according to data maintained by the Local Board or Multiple Listing Service for the geographic area indicated. The 
bar graph compares all those listings that were “sold” by each organization during the period 10/1/15-9/30/16. This representation is based in whole or in part on data supplied by 
RECOLORADO. Neither the Associations nor their MLS guarantee or are in any way responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the Associations may not reflect all real estate 
activity in a market. ©2016, RE/MAX, LLC. Each RE/MAX® office is independently owned and operated. 

No one sells more 
real estate than 

RE/MAX!

MARKET SHARE 
13,653 TOTAL LISTINGS SOLD 
Denver County | RE/MAX Mountain States 
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Remove all decorations, lights, and the tree stand from your tree. 

Set your tree out for collection on one of your scheduled trash 
collection days during the two-week Treecycle collection period. 

Reclaim free mulch made from your tree at the annual 
Mulch Giveaway & Compost Sale in May.

For detailed program guidelines and additional information,
 visit DenverGov.org/Treecycle or call 311 (720-913-1311).

PARTICIPATING IN  IS SIMPLE, AND RECYCLING 
YOUR TREE AFTER THE HOLIDAYS IS AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3!

DENVER

NEW DAY-OF-SERVICE SCHEDULE THIS YEAR

Treecycle 
Collection 
Schedule

Tree Collection Day 
Your tree must be placed at your trash 
set-out location by 7 a.m. on your 
scheduled trash collection day.

New Year’s Day Holiday 
No Solid Waste Management collections.

SU MO TU WE TH FR SA
31 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

January 2019

2018_TreeCycle_AD_FrntPrch.indd   1 11/7/18   2:58 PM

Denver Green School 
Northfield
150 6th graders in 2019-20 
540 students at full build-out
Principal: Kartal Jaquette  
and Erin Miller
kartal_jaquette@denvergreen-
school.org

Editors Note: With the very recent announce-
ment that Denver Green School will be the newest 
middle school in the Stapleton-Park Hill shared 
zone, we offered additional space for them to 
introduce themselves.

Denver Discovery School
260 students
Principal: Pam Kirk
http://denverdiscoveryschool.
dpsk12.org/
Tours at 8:45am:  
Jan 11, 25 and Feb 1, 8
Open House Jan 29 at 6pm

At DDS, our motto is “small enough to know 
you, large enough to serve you.” We are a 
good fit for students who are looking for a small-
er middle school where relationships are valued.  
We take pride in fostering deep relationships 
between teachers and families, and our small 
class sizes allow for a tight-fit culture and 
personalized approach to education. While we 
are proud to be a smaller school, we also offer 

NE DENVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

NE DENVER MIDDLE SCHOOLS  IN PARK HILL–STAPLETON SHARED ZONE

extracurriculars after school, clubs, athletics 
and other opportunities that you would find 
at a larger school. The clubs and activities 
offered are inspired by student input and inter-
est. Some clubs and activities include culinary 
arts, drama, gaming, lacrosse, dodgeball, 
yoga and more. DDS participates in the Den-
ver Prep League, and offers year-round girls 
and boys competitive sports.

NE Denver Schools...with Tour Dates and Notes from the Principals

Tour/event info:
Sat., Jan. 12 at Punch Bowl Social, Time TBD
Tues., January 8 at Park Hill Ele., 5:30-6:30pm
Wed., Jan. 9 at Isabella Bird, 6:15-7:15pm
More events to be scheduled.

Denver Green School Northfield, which is opening 
in 2019-20 with 6th grade, is the newest middle 
school to join DPS. The school, to be co-located at 
the Park Street Campus with Inspire Elementary, 
plans to open with approximately 150 6th graders. 
The original Denver Green School, located near 
George Washington High School, is a distin-
guished or ‘blue’ school. This past year, it had the 
2nd highest report card out of 58 middle schools 
(after Slavens), the 2nd highest literacy growth 
(after Bill Roberts), and the 2nd highest math 
growth (after Slavens). Kartal Jaquette, the current 
school leader of the original DGS, will be leaving 
that post, alongside fellow leader Erin Miller, to be 
solely focused on the incoming 6th graders of DGS 
Northfield. This team has demonstrated themselves 
to be prepared, organized and passionate, three 
traits that we expect to shine through in the new 
school.

While a proven track record of academic suc-
cess and a high level of organization are defining 
features of DGS, the true magic of the school is 
the focus on creating an engaging and relevant 
learning environment. It is called the ‘Green’ 

School because students engage in thematic units 
that focus on aspects of sustainability. Whether 6th 
graders are criss-crossing the city examining the 
impacts of gentrification or preparing to cook their 
own meals for our camping trip to Moab, students 
always have a relevant project that is guiding their 
work. For students, the most exciting part of this 
focus is the excursion program, which gets students 
off campus to learn at least a dozen times a year. 

In many ways, this focus on sustainability, and 
making learning relevant helps us focus on what 
education should look like. School should be fun. 
Students should get their hands dirty in the garden 
and stained in art class. Sure, we use computers to 
get our work done, but a dynamic school is so much 
more than staring at a computer. Our commitment 
to this dynamic school manifests itself in more than 
excursions. Friday celebrations have contests ranging 
from karaoke and 3-pointers to bake-offs. All students 
will be offered Spanish and we expect our instru-
mental program, choral music and visual arts to truly 
engage all learners. After school choices, including a 
range of competitive sports and clubs, keep students 
engaged beyond our 8:00-3:30 school day. 

By Carol Roberts

Does SchoolChoice 
mean anxiety 
about whether 

you’ll get your first choice? 
In an already-too-busy 
household, is there a part 
of  you that wants to say, 
“I did right by my kids. 
I picked green or blue 
schools. I’m happy. No 
problem.”

Why not just rely on the School Perfor-
mance Framework (SPF) to choose a school? 
Four neighbors representing Park Hill and 
Stapleton education committees sat down 
together to talk about that question and 
reflect on the upcoming SchoolChoice pro-
cess. From that discussion came the thoughts 
in this article and the decision to plan a 
community-wide meeting on January 15 for 
all northeast Denver families to talk about 
SchoolChoice.

What do these neigh-
bors think is most 

important? 
Visiting. “Your 

child is more 
than a color. 
Your school is 
more than a 
color,” says Jea 

Arzberger, Ph.D., 
who has 20 years of  

experience in educa-
tion, founded a school for expeditionary 
learning, and has a 3rd grader in a Stapleton 
school. “Only by getting in there can you re-
ally understand what separates the different 
schools,” adds Geoff  Horsfall, a newcomer 
to SchoolChoice, with a daughter entering 
kindergarten at a Stapleton school in the 
fall. All four people agreed that visiting more 
than one school is really important. Further, 
they believe there are schools you haven’t 
even considered that would be a perfectly 

Neighbors reflect on...Being a Thoughtful Consumer of SchoolChoice
fine fit for your child—and 
you should visit one you hadn’t 
previously thought about. 

Laura Lefkowits, a Lowry 
resident and former school 
board member whose children 
and grandchildren attend(ed) 
local schools points out that 
the SPF scores are an average 
of  the prior two school years. 
For a new school or a school 

with changes in leadership and/
or programming, those 
impacts won’t show up 
in SPF scores for a 
few years. And, says 
Jea, “All of  this data 
ignores relation-
ships, which are 
the most important 
thing when we’re nur-
turing the development 
of  children.” Laura adds, 
“In all of  the data that is easily 
accessible, there’s no story provided. We can 
give you data, but telling the story is really 
left up to the parents and the principals at a 
school.”

To make tour-scheduling and broadening 
your list easier, check the next three pages 
and/or our website to read a statement from 
each principal and find the schedule of  tours 
for all the elementary and middle schools in 
the Front Porch distribution area (and some 
beyond). 

What should you think about before you visit?
What are your values? What do you 

want your child’s experience to look and feel 
like? More structured? More creative and 
free-form? Laura reminds parents, “You may 
also want to consider that at kindergarten, 
you have no idea—an elementary student’s 
growth and development is going to be all 
over the map, at least until third grade.” 
Andrew Lefkowits (Laura’s son), opted out 
of his assigned boundary school in Park 

Hill and sent his 2nd grade and ECE 4 
children to a school he found welcoming 
and that offered the diversity he values. 
He says, “Think beyond just the hard-test-
scores part of  the education. What sort of  
social environment do you want your kid to 
grow up in? What sort of  understanding of  
differences do you want them to have?”  

What to ask and look for as you visit
What does your school celebrate? What 

are your recent successes? What 
have been the scores and 

trends in the formative 
assessments from this 

fall and last spring? If  
you want structured or 
if  you want creative, 
what do you see in 

student work that 
reflects that? Do you see 

evidence of  friendships at 
school? 

Questions to ask after you visit
Did I feel welcome? Can I picture my 

student succeeding here? Am I projecting 
my own issues on my child? “A parent 
walking into a school may think, 
‘I’m not sure that I feel comfort-
able here, so I’m assuming my 
kid won’t feel comfortable 
there,’” says Andrew. “I’m 
like, ‘You put your kid there 
and your kid is going to be 
totally fine.’”

Did I have realistic expec-
tations? “A caveat,” says Lau-
ra. “All schools have behavior 
problems. You’ll see not all kids 
will be on task. That’s school. 
You’re not always going to walk into 
a classroom at a particular moment on 
your tour and see everything that you’re 
wishing for.”

Attend events at schools you’ll be con-
sidering—field days, festivals, speakers, etc.

Please come to
A Community Discussion of

SchoolChoice
Tues., Jan. 15, 6-7:30pm  
Central Park Rec (more info p. 28)

“Get the best.”
 “The train moves very 

quickly toward ‘Get the 
best. Figure out a way to 
get the best, and if  you 
don’t, everything is lost,’” 
says Andrew. Jea has seen 
that too, “It’s like life’s 
over for them and their kid 
forever.”  “I feel it in myself  
already as I start going through 
this process,” says Geoff. “You 
want it to go a certain way. Then people are 
inevitably disappointed when it doesn’t, right? 
Having a little bit of  a step back early in the 
process could be important for parents.”

Those thoughts moved the discussion into a 
new direction. “The piece that’s missing here is 
the bigger picture,” says Andrew. “The choices 
you make about where to send your kid don’t 
just affect your kid. People who have the abili-
ty to choose whichever school they want and 
drive their kid there ends up creating pockets 
of  privilege and lack of  privilege. I think asking 
people to go on tours thinking about social good 
is maybe a big ask but…

Jea picks up on his thoughts, pointing out 
that people consider the broader social 

good in their consumer patterns, like 
buying organic versus nonorgan-

ic…“A Prius versus a Hummer,” 
adds Andrew.

“Social consciousness is in 
your consuming habits. Do you 
recycle? Why do you that?” asks 
Laura. “That is for more than 
you—and public education is 

about more than you. In order 
for a system to thrive, we need 

more parents who consider the 
system as a whole, and make a socially 

conscious decision. It’s a big ask.” Geoff  
adds, “I think a lot of  parents haven’t thought 
about that because we all went to our local 
neighborhood school. The idea of  introducing 
these other variables is perhaps a first exposure 
to the issue for a lot of  people.”   (cont’ on p. 28)

Find elementary school tours 
and principal statements  
on our website at:  
FrontPorchNE.com/article/ 
elementary-schools2019

      MORE NORTHEAST SCHOOLS
Ashley
Denver Language School
Howell
Lowry

Maxwell
Monarch Montessori
Odyssey
Montclair Sch. Academics & Enrichment

STAPLETON ZONE
High Tech
Inspire 
Isabella Bird
Swigert
Westerly Creek
William (Bill) Roberts

PARK HILL 
Hallett
Park Hill
Smith 
Stedman

Geoff Horsfall

Jea Arzberger

Andrew Lefkowits

Laura Lefkowits
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REGISTER TODAY
DENVERCENTER.ORG/EDUCATION
303.446.4892

Thrive through 
seriously fun 
theatre training
WINTER CLASSES FOR  
ALL AGES ON SALE NOW

Scholarships available. 
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ACUPUNCTURE
Treating: Pain • Allergies • Stress, Anxiety & other Emotional Complaints 
Digestive Ailments • Women’s Health Issues • Children’s Health
New Day Acupuncture, 2840 Xanthia Ct. - Bruce Stoebner, L.Ac. - Serving Stapleton since 2005
Free consultation • Herbal pharmacy • 720-838-7918 • www.acupuncture-in-denver.com

20 Years of
Experience HOUSE CLEANING

Many Stapleton & Park Hill References
Detail Oriented • Ironing Included • Move-in/Move-out Cleaning Specialists
Offices/Apts./Homes • Park Hill Resident • paulinaleon22@hotmail.com

#1 IN CLEAN: Paulina Leon 720-628-6690
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Always call 911 in an emergency and tell them to take you to Rose!

TWO ROSE ERs — CLOSE AND FAST FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

Rose Main ER and Rose Stapleton ER Feature:
• Short wait times
• Board-certified Rose ER doctors
• Specially trained Rose ER nurses
• State-of-the-art MRI, CT scan, X-ray 

and lab services
• Open 24/7 and equipped for any  

emergency!

4567 E 9th Ave
Denver, 80220
RoseMed.com/ER

4930 Wabash St
Denver, 80238

RoseStapletonER.com
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William (Bill) Roberts
203 students (adding a third 6th 
grade section in 2019) 
Principal: Patricia Lea
http://billroberts.dpsk12.org/top-
middleschoolinstapletonandparkhil
Tours: Tours: http://billroberts.
dpsk12.org/parents/take-a-tour/

Opened in 2009, Bill Roberts is the most established 
Park Hill-Stapleton Middle School. We are ranked in 
the top 6% in the State; one of few middle schools 
in the entire district to be considered distinguished. 
Our program allows students to thrive by focusing on 
strong relationships in an inclusive community. With 
both strong GT support and intervention, we pride 
ourselves on meeting a student where they are on the 
educational continuum. Our Campos SMARTLab and 
MyTech 1:1 laptop program allow students to utilize 
technology and develop 21st century skills.

Beyond our academics, we identify and add 
programming each year to meet students’ desires and 

DSST: Conservatory Green
468 Students
School Director: John Clark
https://www.dsstpublicschools.
org/conservatory-green-mid-
dle-school
Open House: Jan. 17
Tours: Jan. 17, Feb. 5

DSST: Conservatory Green opened its doors in 
2014 and has rated as a Top 10 middle school 
in Denver for each of those years. While strong 
academics are a hallmark of our school, it is the 
tight community that is built in our school that is 
most important. We do this through a robust advi-
sory program where every student is paired with a 
teacher who serves as a support to them academ-
ically and emotionally at school. We also build a 
tight-knit community through the many extracurricu-
lar opportunities we offer. This includes an athletic 
program that both seeks to be competitive while 
building sportsmanship. Our sports include soccer, 

Hill Campus of Arts & 
Sciences 
850 students
Principal Sean Kavanaugh
http://hill.dpsk12.org/
Open House: Jan. 14
Tours: Feb. 1, sign up at 
http://hill.dpsk12.org/come-soar-
as-a-skyhawk-shadow-hcas/

Hill Campus of Arts and Sciences is a tradition-
al 6-8 school, home to 850 students. Hill will 
kick-off the choice process, by hosting an Open 
House on January 14 from 5:30-7:00.  Princi-
pal Kavanaugh will be speaking to prospective 
parents and students.  Families will then have an 

DSST: Stapleton
480 Students
School Director: Dan Sullivan
https://www.dsstpublicschools.org/
stapleton-middle-school
Visiting: https://info.dsstpublic-
schools.org/visit-schools
Open Houses: January 16, 24; 
February 6, 13
Tours: Jan. 14, 16, 23, 28, 30;  
Feb. 6, 11

DSST: Stapleton Middle School has a track record 
of success as a small, inclusive, and integrated 
school that blends a world class education with 
a commitment to civics and character. We are a 
STEM-focused liberal arts school that also include 
arts programming and developing a love of liter-
ature and reading into our school. In 6th and 7th 
grade, students take both studio art and drama in 
addition to their core classes. Our school communi-
ty is thriving with a wide variety of clubs including 
Student Government, Drama, Drumline, Art, Nutri-

McAuliffe Manual 
330 students
Principal: Jessica Long
http://mcauliffemanual.dpsk12.org
Tours are on Wednesdays.  
sign up via out website’s 
homepage.

We believe that McAuliffe Manual’s rating of 
Meeting Expectations or Green is an accurate 
reflection of our school’s academic performance.

McAuliffe International
1,600 Students
Principal: Kurt Dennis
http://mcauliffe.dpsk12.org 
Tours are on Fridays through 
January. Book at: http://mcauliffe.
dpsk12.org Book 

We believe that McAuliffe’s Distinguished 
“Blue” rating on the SPF is an accurate reflec-
tion of our school’s performance.

Odyssey School
78 students
Principal: Marnie Cooke
www.odysseydenver.org 
http://odysseydenver.org/enroll-
ment/open-house-schedule/
Open houses: Thurs, Jan 17, 6pm 
Thurs, Jan 24, 9:30am  
Tues, Feb 12 at 9:30am  
Wed, Feb 27 at 6pm

Odyssey School of Denver is a diverse public 
DPS, K-8 Expeditionary Learning school. We 
teach students how to learn through a focus on 
academic achievement, critical thinking and social 
responsibility, preparing them for high school and 
beyond. Odyssey opened its doors in 1998 as 
a shared vision of a dedicated group of parents, 
teachers, and community members from the Park 
Hill area. Their specific goal was to design an 
innovative school based on the principals of 
Expeditionary Learning to serve a richly diverse 
community. Our vision for students is they will: 
take risks and innovate; lead with integrity and 

Aurora Science and Tech
School Director: Peter Sherman
https://www.dsstpublicschools.
org/aurora-science-and-tech
Tours/information: Peter Sher-
man, peter.sherman@sciencean-
dtech.org or Yunuen Cisneros, 
303.802.4117
Open houses: Jan. 10 & 23, 
6:00pm at Moorhead Recreation 
Center

Aurora Science & Tech is a new STEM 6-12 
school opening in fall 2019 to be located on 
the Anschutz Medical Campus. Aurora students 
will have priority. Applicants from other districts 
are welcome to apply and will be accepted 
as space allows for the first class of 150 6th 
graders. AST will be the first DSST Public School 
in Aurora Public Schools. This unique location 
will allow us the opportunity to provide in-depth 
learning experiences with and alongside scien-
tific and medical professionals. AST will offer 
a world-class and innovative STEM program 
partnering with the medical campus. AST stu-

NE DENVER MIDDLE SCHOOLS   IN PARK HILL–STAPLETON SHARED ZONE NE DENVER AREA MIDDLE SCHOOLS  NOT IN PARK HILL–STAPLETON SHARED ZONE

tion/Cooking, Science, Math Olympiad, Weight 
Lifting, Running and more. With high staff retention 
and veteran teachers with more than a decade of 
experience, we are poised to continue improving 
our students’ achievement. Our students come from 
a wide variety of backgrounds to form a community 
rich in ideas and perspectives - a community where 
students get to work with, learn from, and develop 
lasting friendships with other students and their 
incredible variety of experiences and ideas.

dents will enjoy hands-on experiential learning 
opportunities in STEM and the liberal arts.  
Students will engage in progressively complex 
and rigorous courses leading to internships and 
science pathways. AST seeks to enroll a diverse 
array of families interested in joining and cre-
ating a new school community. AST will open 
with 6th graders in fall 2019 and will grow out 
one grade level per year until the school is a 
full 6th-12th grade program.  It is fully expected 
that AST will earn the highest ratings on the 
state SPF. Applications available January 15 - 
February 28.

volleyball, soccer, cross country, basketball, and flag 
football. Additionally, we have nearly 15 clubs that 
provide students with opportunities outside of our 
traditional academics. We are currently working to 
hire an Extra-curricular Coordinator and our clubs 
are ever changing in order to reflect the needs of our 
community. Some of our clubs include our teams in 
Robotics and Speech and Debate, Student Council, 
Art Club, Anime Club, and much more. 

We’re one of the most diverse and integrated 
schools in all of Denver—students build relationships 
with students from many different backgrounds and 
learn what it means to be part of a global community.

interests. Recent examples include our girls engineer-
ing club, student-run tutoring club, and Übergrippen 
climbing. Our students grow through playing sports and 
engaging in enrichments, as well as learning through 
outdoor education at such places as Chatfield Reservoir 
(Avid for Adventure), Snow Mountain Ranch and a 
culminating 8th grade trip to the Florida Keys. We are 
a family and we value every one of our members.

 As an E-8 school, our 6th-8th students are leaders. 
Through their experiences as Buddies, Teacher’s Aides/
Assistants and friends, they learn the value of character 
traits such as role modeling, integrity and leadership 
while practicing respect, compassion, and generosity.

opportunity to meet with teachers, current Hill 
students, and walk the campus. 

Parent tours & student shadows will be held 
on February 1. To sign up go to http://hill.
dpsk12.org/come-soar-as-a-skyhawk-shadow-
hcas/.

compassion; be civically and socially engaged;-
push themselves to exceed expectations; and 
embrace learning as a life-long adventure. Our 
school is small, allowing for deep relationships 
between student and teacher, staff and families. 
Adventure is a critical component of our Expedi-
tionary Learning program for every student. Each 
“crew,” or class, camps twice each school year, 
with trips ranging from two to eight days. Through 
adventure, our students reach personal goals, 
build confidence, learn how to work as a team, 
and become more supple learners and leaders.
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Events were submitted online. Please double check dates and 
times using the contact info provided.

NORTHEAST DENVER/AURORA EVENTS
1/3 Thursday—Escape From Narnia: A Family Escape Room 
Event. The adventure begins when you enter the wardrobe. It ends when 
you escape. Work together as a family to discover clues, break codes, and 
solve puzzles to help you. Sam Gary Branch, 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, 
denverlibrary.org

1/10 Thursday—Vitalant (formerly Bonfils) Blood Drive at 
Stanley. 11am–3pm. Please bring a photo ID, eat a substantial breakfast and 
lunch on this day, and be well-hydrated. Complete your health questionnaire 
before you come to the drive: bloodsystems.org/health.aspx. Stanley Market-
place, 2501 Dallas St, Aurora.

1/10 & 1/24 Thursday—Knitting Circle. 5:30–7:30pm Bring your 
knitting or crochet project and join other crafters in conversation around 
the Sam Gary fireplace. Sam Gary Library 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, 
denverlibrary.org

1/18 Friday— Family Classics Film Series – The Wizard of Oz. 
7pm, The Cube, 8371 E. Northfield Blvd. stapletoncommunity.com

1/19 Saturday—4th Annual Speakeasy Soiree. Live music, vintage 
vendors, cash bar, Charleston dance lessons, etc. Tickets from $25. The Han-
gar at Stanley, 2501 Dallas St., Aurora. speakeasysoiree.com

1/20 Sunday—Sam Gary Literary Book Club. Meets once a 
month on Sundays and rotates between fiction, nonfiction, and reader’s 
choice selections. 2pm. January Title: Beartown, by Fredrick. Sam Gary 
Library 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, denverlibrary.org

1/23 Wednesday—Write & Talk for Teens with Lighthouse 
Writers. 4–6pm Are you interested in exploring the world of creative 
writing? Join local author Whitney Gaines to try a new genre or topic each 
month. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, denverlibrary.org

1/25 Friday—Fancy Nancy Tea Party. 4–5pm. Join us for an after-
noon of games, crafts, and fanciness. Ideal for ages 3 to 6 - accompanied by 
an adult. Sam Gary Library 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, denverlibrary.org

1/25 Friday—Family Game Night at The Cube. 6–9pm. Come 
to the Cube for family game night! The MCA will be hosting an open house 
game night featuring a variety of different board games for the community 
to play. Bring your family and friends for this free event. The Cube, 8371 E. 
Northfield Blvd. stapletoncommunity.com

2/1 to 2/2— Harry Potter Lock-In. 2:30pm Friday–10am Saturday. 
For Witches and Wizards, grades 2–5. The Cube, 8371 E. Northfield Blvd. 
Last day for online registration: Jan 29, 12pm at stapletoncommunity.com

SEASONAL/HOLIDAY EVENTS
Additional events outside of Denver can be found at 
FrontPorchNE.com/events. Set filter for Seasonal/Holiday Events.

To 1/1—Denver Botanic Garden’s Blossoms of Light. 5–9pm. A 
dazzling and ever-changing display of light and color. 1007 York St. 720-865-3500, 
botanicgardens.org

To 1/6—Denver International Airport’s Ice Skating Rink. 9am-
9pm. Free; complimentary skates available. denevents.flydenver.com

To 1/6—Zoo Lights. 5:30-9pm. Denver Zoo, 2300 Steele St. 720-337-1400. 
denverzoo.org

To 2/3—Downtown Denver Rink at Skyline Park. FREE ice skating; 
bring skates or rent: $6/kids 12 and under, $8/13 and older. downtowndenver.com

Through February—Winter Skate at Northfield. Admission includes 
complimentary skate rental. 8368 Northfield Blvd. Info, prices, hours at 303-449-
3137 or bceproductions.com

METRO EVENTS
1/2  to 2/28—Robert Anderson Gallery Native American 
Artist Exhibits. Opening reception, Friday, Jan 18, 5–8pm. 3321 East 
Colfax. robertandersongallery.com

1/4 Friday—First Friday Art Walks. Santa Fe Arts District, Tenny-

son Art Walk, River North (RiNo) Art District, Golden Triangle 
Museum District. www.denver.org/things-to-do/denver-arts-culture/
denver-art-districts

1/8 to 1/27—National Western Stock Show and Ro-
deo. The premier livestock, rodeo, and horse show in the nation. 
National Western Complex. Tickets for all events at nationalwest-
ern.com

1/9 to 1/12—Colorado RV Adventure Travel Show. 
Tickets: $12. 12 and under free. Colorado Convention Center, 700 
14th St. gsevents.com

1/10 Thursday—National Western Parade. The parade 
starts at Union Station at noon and continues on 17th St, ending at 
17th & Tremont. nationalwestern.com

1/10 to 1/13—Denver International Sportsman’s 
Expo. Colorado Convention Center, 700 14th St. Tickets $16, ac-
tive military and youth 15 & under are Free.  Thurs/Fri 11am–8pm, 
Sat 10am–7pm, Sun 10am–5pm. sportsexpos.com

To 1/11/19—Denver Treecycle 2019. Your tree must be 
placed at your trash pick-up location by 7am on your scheduled trash 
collection day, no pick-up on 1/1/19. More info at DenverGov.org/
treecycle or call 311 (720-913-1311)

To 1/11/19—Youth at DAVA Holiday Show and Sale. 
Downtown Aurora Visual Arts youth exhibit. Handmade holiday gifts 
for sale. 1405 Florence St. davarts.org

1/18 to 1/20—Denver Boat Show. Colorado Convention 

Center, 700 14th St. Tickets: $13.50; 16 and under free. 1/18 12-9pm, 
1/19 10am-9pm, 1/20 10am-5pm. Non-perishable food item discount 
is available at the box office. denverboatshow.com

1/18 to 1/20—38th Annual Indian Market and SW 
Showcase. Fri 1–7 pm; Sat 10am–7pm; Sun 10am–5pm. Denver 
Merchandise Mart, 451 E. 58th Ave. indianmarket.net

1/18 Friday—Hats and Boots Extravaganza. Dust off your 
cowboy boots and eat, drink and dance to country songs with BBQ 
for purchase and a cash bar. 4303 Brighton Blvd, Bldg 1. info@youth-
connect.org or cbryouthconnect.org/hats-boots-extravaganza

1/19 Saturday—The 2019 Womxn’s March Denver. 
Listen to those who have been silenced. Unite under the banner of 
anti-oppression. Act with intention. Rally first followed by the March. 
Denver’s Civic Center Park, Colfax and Bannock. Info at womxns-
marchdenver.org

1/20 Sunday—Rocky Mountain Bridal Show. Colorado 
Convention Center, Mile High Ballroom.11am–4pm. Tickets $10-15, 
kids 12 and under are free. rockymtnbridalshow.com

1/21 Monday—Martin Luther King Jr. Marade and Pro-
gram. Largest in U.S. Gathers in City Park at Colfax and Columbine, 
and march to Civic Center Park. Program starts at 9:30am, Marade 
starts at 10:45am sharp from the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I Have A 
Dream Memorial in City Park. drmartinlkingjrchc.org

1/25 to 1/26—Denver Winter Brewfest. 7pm. Mile High 
Station, 2027 West Lower Colfax Ave. General admission $40-50. 
Benefits Swallow Hill Music. denverbrewfest.com/winter

1/28 Monday—Moms Demand Action For Gun Sense 
In America meeting. Join Moms Demand Action For Gun Sense 
In America at 6:30pm to be a part of planning our 2019 legislative 
goals. Eloise May Library, 1471 S Parker Rd. chuckles.whit@gmail.com, 
Momsdemandaction.org

HEALTH/ WELLNESS
Starting 1/2—Fitness Classes at Augustana. 5000 E. Al-
ameda. Class info: 303.388.4678 or augus-
tanadenver.org

Visit our online calendar  
to view more events.  

Events submitted by the 17th of the month are  
considered for printing as space allows.

FrontPorchNE.com > Events

January & Early February Events

(continued on page 24)

a style for every point of viewTM

30% OFF
303-422-1499

Call today for details or visit us online at 
www.budgetblinds.com

Excludes shutters. Must present at initial estimate. Lifetime limited warranties. 
Not valid with any other offers. Offer expires 1/31/19.

Budget Blinds–custom window coverings 
that fit your style and budget!

Personal Style Consultants • Thousands of samples from the best brands
“Expert Fit” measuring and installation

FREE In-Home Consultation & Estimate

We have the styles you love.

Shutters • Draperies

Wood Blinds 

Honeycomb Shades

Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds

Silhouette® • Woven Wood

and more!

Home or Office 
Window Treatments

4801 Monaco St • dartauto.com • 303-296-1188

50% OFF  
YOUR first MONTH

www.reckoningfitness.com
720.341.3738 | 2615 Elmira st.

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU!

COME BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY

  Happy New Year 
  From Our Family to Yours

NMLS# 331226

Book Your 
Spring Listing Today! 

303-888-0006

The Tolan Real Estate Companies
Boutique Family-Owned Companies Built to Outperform

THE 

CUBE 
3399 Holly St. 
(303)887-7547

www.thecubeschool.org

Real-world learning.

HIGHSCHOOL

9575 Montview Blvd, Aurora,CO 80010
303-343-1507 • www.turnapagebookshop.com

Hours: Mon-closed; Tue–Sat, 10–8pm; Sun, 11–6pm

Resolve to Read 
in 2019 - 10% OFF 
entire purchase! 

Must mention ad, cannot be combined with other discounts/offers.

You will like this 
if  you enjoyed The 
Wire, Hoop Dreams, 
and/or The Central 
Park Five. Opens at 
the Sie Film Center 
on January 11. 

BlackKklans-
man (2018) 

This latest film 
from Spike Lee is 
his best in years, 
perhaps decades. 
Since making his 
first film over 30 
years ago in 1986, the polemical director 
has had varying degrees of  successes and 
failures. This reviewer sees his best film 
as the 1989 incendiary Do the Right Thing, 
yet BlackKklansman may be up to the task. 
It is controversial, challenging, important, 
and like the best of  Lee’s films, a cinefile’s 
dream: the cinematography, editing, sound, 
and design are all top-notch, the acting is 
superb, the writing is sharp, and everything 
points in the same direction. As Colorado-
ans watching this film, we have the added 
benefit of  learning about a slice of  our re-
cent past that is more than slightly stained. 

Co-written by Lee based on a memoir 
by Ron Stallworth, it tells the story of  a 
black Colorado Springs policeman (John 
David Washington as Ron) in the 70s who 

infiltrates the 
KKK with 
the help of  a 
Jewish colleague 
(Adam Driver 
as Flip). Flip 
eventually 
becomes the 
group leader, 
and the duo 
(with varying 
degrees of  help 
and resistance 
from other po-

lice) eventually break up the local chapter. 
Yet the ending still acknowledges that the 

Each month, the Indie Prof  reviews a 
current film in the theater and second film 
or series available on DVD or 
instant-streaming service. Fol-
low “Indie Prof ” on Facebook 
for updates about film events 
and more reviews.

Also note the upcoming 
film series to screen and 
discuss classic family films, 
reminding us of  our youth 
while introducing them up to 
our children’s generation. 

Charm City (2018) 
Filmmaker Marilyn Ness spent three 

years on the streets of  Baltimore, chroni-
cling life on those streets but also the police 
who work them and the city council who 
make policy for them. We see the harsh 
reality of  one of  the most violent cities in 
the country, and we see the people on both 
sides of  that equation. If  this sounds like 
the plot of  HBO’s The Wire, you are exactly 
right. But this is a documentary, almost cin-
ema verité, and the stakes are real while the 
images are biting. Certainly The Wire was 
based on true stories, but this is not based on 
anything. It is real, and this poignant and 
professionally-made documentary focuses 
on that real: the streets, the people, and the 
difficulties they face. 

The film opens with a shooting—just 
another shooting on the streets of  Balti-
more. A gunman shot four people and was 
cornered in a building. We see the reaction 
of  Clayton “Mr.C.” Guyton, a community 
activist and founder of  the Rose Street 

Community 
Center, as well as 
a seasoned police 
officer on the beat, 
Major Monique 
Brown. We also 
meet Councilman 
Brandon Scott, 
the youngest 
Baltimore council-
man ever elected. 
All will figure 

prominently in the film and on the streets. 
The same streets where, as Mr. C., puts it  

“There’s always something 
crazy going on.” 

The film is not all dark-
ness, however; the strong 
people who work in the 
community and their ded-
ication to helping people is 
encouraging and uplifting. 
Mr. C., Major Brown, and 
many of  her colleagues 
work hard on the streets 
every day.  Scott is partic-
ularly inspiring—holding 

institutions and individuals accountable 
while repeating the mantra that violence is 
not just a policing function; it is a communi-
ty function that includes jobs, education, and 
healthcare. 

Still, the final, staggering statistic of  the 
film is sobering: it is dedicated to the mem-

ory of  the 1,000 people who died while the 
film was shot. 

Charm City

BlackKklansman
head will grow back quickly, and in fact, the 
film ends with footage from the Charlottes-
ville rally, David Duke speaking to the rally 
(Duke figures into the action of  the film as 
well), and President Trump’s reaction to the 
rally. This is not just the story of  an isolated 
incident from the 70s. 

The story is not completely factual, 
and several events/characters have been 
changed for dramatic purposes; these things 
have been publicly criticized by many. I 
say “so what?” The film is a piece of  art, 
an interpretation of  events by its director, 
and not outside the scope of  viability for 
the time and place. Beyond the polemics, 
however, is a film that is wonderfully vibrant 
and full of  timely, saturated, colors; music 
from the era; fantastic costumes; detailed 
period settings; dynamic editing; and biting 
dialogue that may be lifted directly from 
today’s headlines. This is a film with energy, 
substance, and vigor. It is a film that tells 
both how far we’ve come and how little we 
have changed in many ways. This is not 
only interesting and satisfying viewing, but 
important viewing. 

You will like this film if  you enjoyed Get 
Out, Do the Right Thing, and/or 12 Years a 
Slave. Now available on VOD outlets. 

Vincent Piturro, Ph.D., is an associate professor 
of  Cinema Studies at Metropolitan State Univer-
sity of  Denver. He can be reached at vpiturro@
msudenver.edu.

Classic Family Films  
at the Cube
Jan. 18 – The Wizard of Oz
Feb. 22 – Mary Poppins
Mar. 1 – Willy Wonka and the  
              Chocolate Factory
Look for ticket information on 
the event calendar at  
StapletonCommunity.com.
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1/5/19 Saturday—The Resolve 1M, 5K, 10K. Denver City Park. 
featonthestreet.com

1/15 Tuesday—Milk Donation and Outreach Center 
opening. Hygge Birth Center to open as Donation and Outreach 
Center for Mothers’ Milk Bank. Eligible moms, who have more milk 
than their baby needs, can donate their milk to help fragile babies 
across CO. 8111 East Lowry Blvd, Ste 230. 720-464-7599, hyggebirt-
handbabydenver.com

1/31 Thursday—9th Annual be well Awards and Com-
munity Celebration. 6-8:30pm, DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, 
3203 Quebec St. RSVP by 1/28: SValeriano@stapletonfoundation.org, 
303.468.3226 or bewellconnect.org

KIDS AND FAMILIES
Every Tuesday—Tattered Tales Storytime. Every Tuesday for a 
half hour of stories, activities and snacks.  10:30am, 2526 East Colfax Ave. 
tatteredcover.com

1/3 to 3/3— Denver Puppet Theater. Two folktales, the 
Fisherman and His Wife and The Three Wishes. 3156 W. 38th Ave. 
denverpuppettheater.com 

1/5 Saturday—Home Depot Kids Workshop. 9am–12pm. 
FREE how-to clinics 1st Sat. monthly, ages 5-12. Get Home Depot 
apron, wooden project and project pin. Metro-area Home Depot 
stores. homedepot.com

1/12 Saturday—2019 Denver Preschool Showcase. The 
7th annual Preschool Showcase is a free, one-stop opportunity for 
Denver families to connect with quality-rated programs and learn 
about early childhood resources, including tuition support through 
the Denver Preschool Program. Denver Zoo, 2300 Steele St. 720-287-
5055 ext. 180, dpp.org/news/showcase-2019

1/12 Saturday—Hands on History Family Fun Day. 
11am–3pm. Explore and create your own history, art, and culture 
through hands-on, immersive activities like adobe brick making, 
building log cabins, live performances, and role playing in our exhibits. 
History Colorado Museum. historycolorado.org.

1/15 & 1/16—STEAM: Time. Learn about the weird science 
of time! Make a sun dial and memorialize the New Year by building a 
time capsule. Registration required. 4–5pm. Sam Gary Library 2961 
Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, denverlibrary.org

1/19 Saturday—LEGO Building Workshop. 9–10am. Build 
the LEGO City Arctic Ice Glider Kit, best for ages 5–12. Then tour 
part of our Colorado Stories exhibit before it opens to the public. 
Cost is $35 (members $30). Includes one adult/one child admission 
and the LEGOs. History Colorado Museum. historycolorado.org

1/21 Monday—Environment Investigators: SPREE Hol-
iday Camp. The best way to get up close with nature is by going 
undetected. Learn sneaky nature skills with SPREE to go undetected 
while observing animals in nature! SPREE= South Platte River Envi-
ronmental Education. 610 S Jason St. camp@greenwayfoundation.org, 
thegreenwayfoundation.org

1/29 Tuesday—Let’s Build It – Invisible Crayon Paint-
ings. 4–5pm. Create a beautiful painting using watercolors and 
special crayons. Sam Gary Library, 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, 
denverlibrary.org

2/1 Friday—Neat Nesters: SPREE Holiday Camp. Birds 
aren’t the only nest architects of the South Platte River. Join SPREE 
to learn about different animals that build nests in our city! SPREE= 
South Platte River Environmental Education. 610 S Jason St. camp@
greenwayfoundation.org, thegreenwayfoundation.org

LECTURES, CLASSES, INFORMATIONAL 
EVENTS
1/8 Tuesday—Active Minds presents: Italy. Join Active 
Minds as we review the rich history of Italy and its current turmoil, 
after a contentious election, including the possibility of leaving the 
European Union. 10–11 am. Jewish Community Center, 350 S Dahlia 
St. 303-316-6359, activeminds.com

1/10 Thursday—Active Minds: Puerto Rico. 1–2pm. Join 
Active Minds as we review the history of this important U.S. Territory, 
including how U.S. policies have impacted its economy and its people. 
Sam Gary Library 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, denverlibrary.org

1/30 Wednesday—Conflict in our Daily Lives. Conflict is a part 
of every relationship, whether it is between family members, coworkers, 
neighbors, or friends. Learn about how to address conflict as an opportuni-
ty for strengthening relationships and for growth through problem solving. 
Park Hill Branch Library, 4705 Montview Blvd. 720-865-0250, denverlibrary.
org

MUSEUMS
To 1/6—Winter Break at the Denver Art Museum. Winter 
Break at the Denver Art Museum means fun for the whole family. The Print 
Studio, Create-n-Takes, Gallery Games, A Walk in the Woods, and much 
more are open every day. Denver Art Museum, 100 W 14 Ave Pkwy. 720-
913-0130, denverartmuseum.org

To 1/6—“Rembrandt: Painter as Printmaker” at the Denver 
Art Museum. Showcasing about 100 prints from Rembrandt van Rijn’s 
career spanning from 1625 to 1665. The DAM will be the sole venue for 
this exhibition. Denver Art Museum, 100 W 14 Ave Pkwy. 720-913-0130, 
denverartmuseum.org

To 1/6—“Claes Oldenburg with Coosje van Bruggen: Draw-
ings” at the Denver Art Museum. 39 drawings and one sculpture 
spanning the artists’ careers from 1961 through 2001. Giving an insightful 
look at works by two extraordinarily innovative modern artists. Denver 
Art Museum, 100 W 14 Ave Pkwy. denverartmuseum.org

To 1/13—Above and Beyond. The ultimate interactive flight 
exhibition - Presented by Boeing at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space 
Museum. Exhibit included in the price of admission. 7711 E. Academy Blvd.  
WingsMuseum.org/Beyond

1/14 Monday—Educators Night. 6–9pm. Your chance to play before 
you bring these experiences into your classroom. Cash bar, light appetizers. 
Reserve free tickets at dmns.org

To 1/20—Cuba! Be immersed in the extraordinary biodiversity, cultural 
traditions, and daily life of this intriguing country.  Denver Museum of Nature 
& Science, 2001 Colorado Blvd. Free with admission. dmns.org

To 1/20—“Eyes On: Shimabuku” at the Denver Art Muse-
um. Denver Art Museum, 100 W 14 Ave Pkwy. 720-913-0130, denverart-
museum.org

1/25 Friday—Teen Lounge: Things That Glow. 7–10pm, ages 
13–18. Reserve free tickets at dmns.org

To 3/3—“Dior: From Paris to World” at the Denver Art 
Museum. Showcasing 70 years of the House of Dior’s enduring legacy 
and its global influence. Denver Art Museum, 100 W 14 Ave Pkwy. 720-865-
5000, denverartmuseum.org

MUSEUM FREE DAYS 
Monday thru Friday—The Money Museum. Closed weekends 
and bank holidays. 1020 16th St. kansascityfed.org

Tuesday thru Sunday—Aurora History Museum. Closed Janu-
ary 1. 15051 E. Alameda Pkwy,  Aurora, auroragov.org

1/5 Saturday—Denver Art Museum Free First Saturday. Free 
general admission tickets are available on-site starting at 10am. Denver Art 
Museum, 100 W 14 Ave Pkwy. 720-865-5000, denverartmuseum.org 

1/7 Monday—Denver Museum of Nature & Science Free 
Day. dmns.org 

1/8 Tuesday—The Children’s Museum of Denver Free Day. 
mychildsmuseum.org

1/10 Thursday—Denver Zoo Free Day. denverzoo.org

1/11 Friday—Four Mile Historic Park Free Day. 12-4pm. four-
milepark.org

1/18 to 1/19—Denver Zoo Free Day. denverzoo.org

1/21 Monday—Denver Botanic Gardens Free Day. botanic-
gardens.org

1/24 Thursday—Clyfford Still Museum Free Day. clyffordstill-
museum.org

1/27 Sunday—Denver Museum of Nature & Science Free 
Day. dmns.org

2/2 Saturday—Denver Art Museum Free First Saturday. Free 
general admission tickets are available on-site starting at 10am. Denver Art 
Museum, 100 W 14 Ave Pkwy. 720-865-5000, denverartmuseum.org

2/3 to 2/4—Denver Zoo Free Day. denverzoo.org

2/5 Tuesday—The Children’s Museum of Denver Free Day. 
mychildsmuseum.org 

PERFORMANCE /THEATRE
1/4 to 1/6—Movie at the Symphony: Harry Potter and the 
Order of the Phoenix™. The unforgettable score will be performed 
with a live symphony orchestra as the film is projected simultaneously on 

the big screen. Boettcher Concert Hall, 1000 14th St. Tickets $20-94: 
tickets.coloradosymphony.org

1/5 Saturday—Chad Prather. Prather is known for his way 
with words. He is a comedian, armchair philosopher, musician, and 
observational humorist. Paramount Theatre, 1621 Glenarm Pl. 802-
255-1826, soundchronicle.com

1/5 Saturday—The Whiffenpoofs. World’s oldest and well-
known acapella group, 14 Yale men. Newman Center for Performing 
Arts, DU campus. 2pm and 7:30pm. newmancenterpresents.com

To 1/6/19—Mary Poppins. Vintage Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., 
Aurora Cultural Arts District. vintagetheatre.org

1/16 Wednesday—Tenor Mark Padmore and Pianist 
Paul Lewis, presented by Friends of Chamber Music. 
65th season, 7:30pm, Newman Center’s Gates Concert Hall, E. Iliff 
Ave. 303-388-9839, friendsofchambermusic.com

1/10 Thursday—The Dollhouse Thieves at Larimer 
Lounge. Larimer Lounge Presents a night of all female-fronted 
bands: The Dollhouse Thieves Nina and The Hold Tight Moses Mlady 
Doors: 6pm Show: 7pm. 21 and over $10 pre sales, $12 at door. 2721 
Larimer St. 303-291-1007, larimerlounge.com

1/11 to 2/17—Betrayal. Vintage Theatre. 1468 Dayton St., Auro-
ra Cultural Arts District. vintagetheatre.org

1/12 to 2/16—Gloria. Curious Theatre Company, 1080 Acoma St. 
curioustheatre.org

1/13 Sunday—Beatles vs Stones – A Musical Showdown. 
Tickets are $20–35 and may be purchased online at theorientalthe-
ater.com, by phone at 720-420-0030 or at the Theatre Box Office. W 
44th St. holdmyticket.com

1/15—MLK Jr. Tribute. 7:30pm. Presented by The Colorado 
Symphony. Boettcher Concert Hall, 1400 Curtis St. FREE event but 
tickets are required, request them at coloradosymphony.org

1/18 to 2/24—Last Night and the Night Before. Ricket-
son Theatre, Denver Center for the Performing Arts, 1400 Curtis St. 
denvercenter.org

1/12 Saturday—Conversation for the Ages: Justice. What 
do we owe to each other? Monthly discussions using classic and contem-
porary texts for talking about pressing issues. Park Hill Branch Library, 
4705 Montview Blvd. 720-865-0250, activeminds.com

1/15—New Adult Art Classes begin at Denver School 
of the Arts. Fun, no-stress classes with a variety of materials and 
techniques. Class size is limited for personal attention and all levels are 
welcome. Ages16+. Design and Color: 4 weeks, Tues 6–8pm, Jan 15, 22, 
29, and Feb 5. Printmaking Sampler: 5 weeks, Wed 6–8pm, Jan 16, 23, 30, 
Feb 6 and 13. DSA is located at 7111 Montview, at Quebec St. More info 
at debrosenbaum.com/current classes.

1/22 Tuesday—League of Women Voters Denver Pres-
ents: Dreamers: View the Movie and Meet the Dreamers. 
This 30-minute documentary tells the story of five Dreamers who are 
no different from our own young relatives except they have no stable 
status in our country. Montview Presbyterian Church, 1980 Dahlia St., 
McCollum Room. info@lwvdenver.org

1/23 Wednesday—“Eighth Grade” Film Viewing + Open 
Forum Discussion. To understand what middle-school kids are 
facing, join fellow parents for a film viewing of “Eighth Grade” + open 
forum discussion with specialists. The Infinite Monkey Theorem (Stanley 
Marketplace), 2501 Dallas St, Aurora. campbell@momsnightoutproduc-
tions.com, tickettailor.com/events/mnop/211218

1/24 Thursday—Active Minds: South Africa: From Apart-
heid to Global Citizen. 6:30–7:30pm We will discuss the pivotal role 
played by Mandela, the impact of immigration/colonialism, the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission and other important aspects of this story. 
Sam Gary Library 2961 Roslyn St. 720-865-0325, denverlibrary.org

1/26 Saturday—Good Music: What It Is and Who Gets to 
Decide, with Author Jack Sheinbaum. Jack Sheinbaum proposes 
that good music can be playful rather than serious, diverse rather than 
unified, engaging to both body and mind, in dialogue with manifold styles 
and genres, and collaborative. Park Hill Branch Library, 4705 Montview 
Blvd. 720-865-0250, denverlibrary.org

1/29 Tuesday—Boomers Leading Change. Our mission is to 
mobilize, connect and empower adults 50+ to utilize their skills and 
experience. Park Hill Branch Library, 4705 Montview Blvd. 720-865-0250, 
denverlibrary.org/event/boomers-leading-change/

(continued from page 23) 1/25 to 2/24—Anna Karenina. Stage Theatre, Denver Center 
for the Performing Arts, 14th and Curtis. denvercenter.org

1/25 Friday—Wanda Sykes: Oh Well Tour. Wanda Sykes 
ranks among Entertainment Weekly’s 25 Funniest People in America. 
Doors open 6:30pm, show starts 7:30pm. Paramount Theatre, 1621 
Glenarm Pl. paramountdenver.com

2/1 Friday—Silkroad Ensemble. Founded by cellist Yo-Yo Ma in 
1998, the Grammy award-winning Silkroad creates music that engages 
difference, sparking radical cultural collaboration and passion-driven 
learning to build a more hopeful world. Newman Center for Perform-
ing Arts, DU campus. 7:30pm. newmancenterpresents.com 

2/1 to 2/10—Colorado Ballet – The Wizard of Oz. Exciting 
premiere of The Wizard of Oz, featuring new sets, costumes and spe-
cial effects. Ellie Caulkins Opera House, 14th Curtis St. 303-837-8888, 
coloradoballet.org

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Denver Snow Buddy. Volunteers are paired with seniors within 
a 2-mile radius of one another, helping clear their walkways after two 
or more inches of snow has fallen. Application to volunteer at www.
voacolorado.org/Volunteer/Snow-Buddies or contact Wayne Chit-
wood at 303-297-0408. Please note, there is a one-time fee of $25 for 
a background check.

Volunteers Needed at Ronald McDonald Family Rooms 
at Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children. At Presbyterian/St. 
Luke’s Hospital. Seeks volunteers for once-a-week commitment, 6-month 
minimum. www.ronaldhouse.org under “How You Can Help” for info. 

Single Volunteers of Greater Denver. Volunteer, not-for-profit 
singles group to meet others and assist nonprofit organizations for 
events/activities. www.svgd.org

Reading Volunteers Needed. For students in K-8 grade. 1 hour, 1 
student, 1x week. During school hours. julie@partnersinliteracy.org or 
303.316.3944 ext. 241. 

Project Worthmore. Nonprofit organization of committed commu-
nity members give, volunteer, mentor, befriend refugee neighbors. 1532 
Galena St., Ste. 380. 720-460-1393

Call NOW for a FREE 
Strategy Session and 

Metabolic profi le!
Be well on your way to 

a New You in the 
New Year when you call

303-321-0023

No time to call? Schedule online at www.DenverWeightLossClinic.com

BEFORE AFTER

Treat yourself to a smaller size this
January!

ideaLAB: What do you want to make?
Denver Public Library is building their sixth ideaLAB 
makerspace in the Sam Gary Branch Library in 2019.  
It will be filled with tools, equipment, and people 
eager to help. From sewing to 3D printing to audio 
recording to painting, we try to fill our labs with the 
tools the community needs. 

Please use this survey to let us know what you want 
to make: https://bit.ly/sgbidealab.  
More info: denverlibrary.org/idealab. 

This Could Be Your 6th Grader NEXT YEAR!

Seeing is Believing—Come Visit

Caring. Creative. Confident.
Courageous. Curious.

DSST: STAPLETON

DSST: CONSERVATORY GREEN

Call 303-802-4104
or visit our website: dsstpublicschools.org/why-dsst

DSST_FrontPorch_6.85"x4.75"_Dec2018.indd   1 12/14/18   5:20 PM
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Above: Owner Dan Mitzner and student Cora Keegan stand under the suspended 
wood pergola that covers the entrances to the older kids’ classrooms.

Left: The school building is designed to take advantage of natural light.

Above: The building was designed by Dan Kessler, architect and Stapleton resident.

Right: Director Christina McGhghy and owner Dan Mitzner join in art activities with the kids.

Below: Lincoln Lanphier and other children play in the indoor play space.

INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL of DENVER

A thriving Pre-K – 8th grade international 
community—in Denver.

GLOBAL 
CITIZENS

You belong here. 
ISDENVER.ORG/frontporch

Transforming children into 

Walk our halls and you will hear students 
and native-speaking faculty engaged in 
accredited curricula from France, China, Spain, 
and the IB. Plus, our school-wide cultural events 
enrich our learners’ and families’ experiences—
and celebrate our diversity. 

Front Porch_Aug18_02.indd   1 8/13/18   1:50 PM

FOR KIDS

VISIT DPP.ORG/NEWS/SHOWCASE-2019 
OR CALL 303-595-4DPP FOR MORE INFORMATION

S AT U R D AY
JAN. 12
9 A M – 1 2 P M
AT THE DENVER ZOO

PRESCHOOL
SHOWCASE

2019

7th Annual

NEED HELP 
FINDING 
A PRESCHOOL?

JOIN US AT THE

FREE FOR FAMILIES

“Rediscover” Denver 
 Discovery School!

Denver Discovery: Small enough to know you. Big enough to serve you!

Most Diverse, Student-Centered DPS Middle School  
in Greater Park Hill/Stapleton!

• New veteran principal, rejuvenated staff launch DDS on positive trajectory
• Tailoring instruction for individual social, emotional, & academic growth
• Smaller classes, high standards, personalized instruction
• Project Based Learning combined with Service Learning
• New team is rebuilding a caring culture around DDS’ six Core Values
• Enriching extracurricular organizations, clubs and sports
• Mathletics, Destination Imagination, engineering
• Gifted and Talented program

DPS Choice enrollment period: Jan. 15 to Feb. 15, 2019 — Tours through February 2019  
www.schoolchoice.dpsk12.org/enrollment-registration/

www.denverdiscoveryschool.dpsk12.org — 3480 Syracuse St. 
720-424-4790 • Principal: Pam Kirk • Office Manager: Liz_Muth@dpsk12.org

“Rediscover” Denver 
 Discovery School!

A Place Where Kids Can Learn, Play and Just Be Kids

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
CELEBRATE A WILD SMILE WITH DR. REBECCA! 

Dr. Rebecca Goldberg is now the proud owner of  
A Wild Smile since Dr. Jesse has retired from dentistry
Children under 2 years of age will be seen for FREE! 

720-945-1234 
2975 Roslyn St #160 • www.awildsmile.com 

1873 S Bellaire St, #700
Denver, CO 80222

Main: 303.757.7474
Direct: 303.670.6367

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated
Equal Housing Opportunity

The Kearns Team
Diana Kearns, REALTOR®
303.598.2076 • Diana@KearnsTeam.com

Michael Kearns, REALTOR®
303.598.3468 • Michael@KearnsTeam.com

www.BuildingStapleton.com

Happy

NEW YEAR
Is buying a

NEW HOME
one of your resolutions?

Since 2003, we've helped our neighbors Buy / Sell / Build
over 375 homes in Stapleton. We'd love to help YOU!

By Courtney Drake-McDonough

Creative Learning Preschool 
grew from a Mommy and Me 
play center in 2005 to a full-

fledged preschool in commercial space in 
Quebec Square. Lacking a natural outdoor 
play area, and with changing property 
management and increasing rents, Rachel 

Baumel and her husband, Dan Mitzner, co-owners of  the 
school, decided it was time to build a place of  their own.

On August 1, 2018, the 5,000-square-foot build-
ing with a spacious outdoor playground, parking, and 
additional classrooms opened at 2578 Moline Street. 
“We figured out that for what we were paying for rent, 
we could own our own building, control our own destiny 
and build something custom-fit for us,” says Mitzner. The 
new building enabled them to add infant care for a total 
of  five classrooms covering ages 6-weeks-old to 4-years-
old, a 30% increase of  capacity over the old location. A 
multi-purpose room was built for the possibility of  adding 
a sixth classroom, but is currently a play area when it’s 
too cold or hot to play outside.

The outside play area, with grass, trees and landscap-
ing, is a big improvement over the small, cemented play 
area the school had previously. “We want kids to play and 
just be kids, so we designed a playground that lets them 

do that. It’s not overbuilt with big play structures,” says 
Mitzner. “Our outdoor time is focused on getting your 
hands dirty in the sand and with projects.”

The school was also designed to be very energy 
efficient, allowing in plenty of  natural light. “We have 
a very high tech lighting system I’m still trying to learn 
how to use,” says Mitzner, laughing. “We wanted to cre-
ate as small of  a footprint as we could when it comes to 
resources, not only to reduce costs but also to be more 
responsible as land owners and building owners.”

When the couple opened a second location in Wheat 
Ridge in 2015, there was a waitlist from day one. There 
is a waitlist for most of  the classrooms of  the new 
Creative Learning Preschool location in Stapleton, too. 
“We think being family-owned and with a student/
teacher ratio better than the state requires is a recipe 
the community rallies around,” says Mitzner. 

“We’ve had people say ‘Now that you’ve figured it 

out, why don’t you go build more?’” But for now, Mitzner says they are 
just excited to continue to grow into the building they have. “We want to 
make sure we settle into our groove before we take on anything else.”  
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January SUN News
SUN Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm (Block Captain meeting) and 7:30pm (Board meeting) at the Central Park Recreation Center, 9651 MLK Jr. 
Blvd.  For information about SUN, visit www.stapletonunitedneighbors.com. To contact SUN or confirm meeting time, email stapletonunitedneighbors@gmail.com 

Recruitment of a Diverse and Engaged Board
Stapleton United Neighbors (SUN) 

Outreach meetings in spring of  2019 
will continue on the third Tuesday of  
each month at 6:30pm in Central Park 
Recreation Center Multipurpose room. 
Meetings are open to the public and all 
are welcome to attend. Specifically, res-
idents interested in civic engagement at 
the community level are encouraged to 
attend SUN’s monthly meetings. SUN 
is the registered neighborhood organi-
zation for the Stapleton area of  Denver 
and is comprised solely of  volunteers. 
Our mission is threefold: to provide a 
forum for our residents; to maintain 
a communication network between 
ourselves, our neighboring Denver resi-
dents, and the city of  Denver; and to act 
on issues of  importance to the commu-
nity as a whole. SUN facilitates commu-
nity discussion of  key issues, encourages 
in proactive steps to avoid problems and 
conflict, and is committed to providing 
an inclusive and welcoming environ-
ment for all members of  our commu-
nity. SUN seeks to be comprised of  a 
diverse group of  community members 
who share this purpose and principles. 
Residents can nominate themselves or 
neighbors for a 2-year term on the SUN 

board in person at a monthly meeting 
or by emailing: StapletonUnitedNeigh-
bors@gmail.com

Notice of Proposed Bylaw Changes:  
In-person Vote February 19 
In light of  feedback received after SUN’s 
May 2018 Annual Meeting, the SUN 
Board of  Directors identified areas of  
its bylaws to update and streamline. 
Recommended changes are intended to 
add clarity, remove inconsistencies and 
modernize the By-Laws to better serve 
the needs of  SUN and the community. 
Highlights of  the changes are:
•	 Voting rules will change to allow the 

board of  directors to permit voting 
methods other than in-person voting 
if  the board believes it is necessary for 
a particular vote.

•	 Procedures at SUN board meet-
ings will be clarified to ensure that 
consensus among board members is 
a primary goal while still ensuring 
the board is able to accomplish the 
business of  SUN.

•	 The bylaw amendment process will 
be modernized to account for the 
growth in the area since the bylaws 
were originally written by requiring 
a larger number of  people (100) to 

propose amendments to the bylaws.
•	 In general the bylaws will be reor-

ganized to be clearer, more precise, 
and more accurate in describing the 
roles and responsibilities of  all those 
involved with SUN.
At the December 18 SUN board 

meeting, the board voted to recommend 
the bylaw changes to the membership 
of  SUN. Any changes recommended 
by the SUN board must be approved 
by members of  SUN; a “member of  
SUN” is defined as any adult renting or 
owning property in the Stapleton com-
munity in Denver. At SUN’s February 
19 meeting, members will be asked to 
vote (yes/no) on recommended changes. 
Full bylaws are available on SUN’s web 
site (see below). 

Stay in touch with SUN
SUN website and where to sign up 

for emails from SUN: www.Stapleton-
UnitedNeighbors.org 
Follow for updates on Social Me-
dia https://www.facebook.com/Staple-
tonUnitedNeighbors/

Letter to the Editor
Teacher Salaries

I’m a teacher at East High School with 7 years in the 
classroom, and I have watched Denver Public Schools 
consistently fail to address the teacher turnover crisis 
in Denver. DPS now has an opportunity to work with 
the Denver Classroom Teachers Association in salary 
negotiations to create a future for our students in which 
every DPS school provides a caring and qualified teach-
ing staff. However, current negotiations demonstrate 
that DPS is not willing to invest in quality, experienced 
teachers.

The salary schedule proposed by the district does 
not compete with surrounding metro districts, and 
without adding a significant amount of  money into the 
compensation system, the most experienced teachers in 
DPS will continue to move to other districts. In the last 
decade, DPS has consistently chosen to put its faith and 
its dollars into a business model of  education, which 
emphasizes testing and evaluation, rather than the most 
valuable resource in public education-- the educators.  

Please tell DPS to prioritize classrooms and come to 
bargaining with open minds to hear directly from educa-
tors on how our community funds can make the biggest 
impact for our students. Negotiations are taking place 
now through Jan. 18. It’s not too late to reverse course 
on some of  the lowest teacher base pay in the metro 
area and keep quality educators in Denver classrooms.

Tiffany Choi  

Training Helps Keep 
You Agile as You Age

Sign up NOW for a tour! 4895 Peoria St

Breaking News from Monarch Montessori of Denver
Denver Public Schools approved 
a pilot for a Spanish/English 
dual language path starting with 
a Kindergarten class for the 
2019-20 school year! 
     This fall, First Steps at Monarch 
Montessori of Denver started a dual 
language path in its preschool program 
with great success. Now, DPS has 
approved extending the pilot to the 
kindergarten, which is part of Monarch 
Montessori's public school of choice open 

to any families in the area.
     Executive Director Laura Pretty stated, 
“We are elated to expand the Spanish/En-
glish path into the public kindergarten. If 
the pilot is successful, the goal is to have 
bilingual and bi-literate students when 
they graduate 5th grade.” 
     The bilingual kindergarten class will be 
comprised of 50% native-English speakers 
and 50% native-Spanish speakers, starting 
with a strong Spanish-language compo-
nent, and adding English each year, so that 
by 4th and 5th grade, roughly half the day 

is spent in each language.  
     When asked why Monarch is offering 
this track, Laura Pretty stated, “The 
benefits of being bilingual include: 
improved executive function, increased 
ability to multitask, appreciation of 
different cultures and the ability to think 
more creatively. When combined with the 
independence and self motivation that our 
Montessori program offers, imagine the 
well-rounded, innovative, worldly 
individuals that our next leaders will be!” 
     Monarch is gearing up its enrollment 

for all of its programs for the next year. 
Families can apply to attend Monarch 
Montessori of Denver Charter through the 
Denver Public Schools Choice system. 
Monarch has two upcoming Open Houses 
for the charter school scheduled on 
Tuesday, December 11, 2018 at 6pm and 
Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 6pm. Tours 
are available every week, for both First 
Steps (infants-preschool) and charter 
(K-5th grade). Visit www.monarchm.com 
to learn more or sign up for a tour.

by M. Lopes with Monarch Montessori

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

$700K$645K

Average 
Sales Price

$323$296

Price per 
Square Foot

In 2018, the average sales  
price of detached homes in 

Stapleton increased

+$41.5K
nov 2017 to nov 2018

The Stapleton  
Community provided

34,668 meals
through our 8th annual 
FOOD DRIVE.

In 2018, STAPLETON 
BUILDERS CLOSED on  

657 homes and  
created the  

final neighborhood:  
North End.

source : Forest City, 1/18–11/18

80238 Update 

New Perspective is Stapleton’s 
ORIGINAL Real Estate firm, 
where home staging has 
always been complimentary.

303-394-4526 
www.NPREco.com

There’s a reason you see npre signs  
in yards  ALL OVER THE NEIGHBORHOOD!

Is 2019 the year you 
make a move? Call 

NPRE at 303-394-4526 
today to find out what 

your home is worth!

Days on  
the Market

12

27

 NPRE   All Other Stapleton Sales

Sales data from REColorado for the period  
01/01/2018 to 12/10/2018 for single-family detached 

homes in 80238; excluding builder sales. 

FOR KIDS

2

By Courtney Drake-McDonough

Simply bending down to pick up a box off  the porch, 
carrying a child, or sitting at a desk calls into action 
what our bodies are meant to do. Yet we often do 

those moves incorrectly, resulting in injuries, aches, pains 
and bad posture. Husband and wife trainers, Chad and 
Esther Pinther are out to make sure people are moving 
correctly, so they can remain agile as they age.

The couple opened Reckoning Fitness in the early Fall 
in their Stapleton garage at 2615 Elmira. Training only 
1-2 people at a time, the Pinthers refer to their clients as 
“athletes.” “Truly, all of  us are athletes 
but we haven’t discovered it yet,” explains 
Chad. “I’m not talking about winning 
competitions but we are all built to move. 
Most of  our athletes are brand new and 
have never done anything. They just said, 
‘Today’s the day I’m going to make a 
change.’”

Esther and Chad made the change 
to open the business after meeting on 
Instagram, drawn by their mutual passion 
for fitness. Both CrossFit Level 1 trainers, 
Esther was on the West Coast, and Chad 
was on the East Coast. Chad had lived 
in Denver before and had visited a friend 
living in Stapleton. Moving back to Denver and Stapleton, 
specifically, was his goal. Chad asked Esther to move here 
too and they married a month after opening the busi-
ness. “I loved what I did in California but wanted to start 
my own business,” says Esther. “We started talking and 
thought the two of  us combined would make a good team 

so we opened our own gym right in our community.” 
Chad describes the CrossFit training they provide as 

constantly varying functional movements, 
completed at high intensity. “We do a ton 
of  different things including weight lifting, 
gymnastics, biking, running, carrying 
heavy loads over short distances and vice 
versa. There’s never a day you come into 
our gym where you’re going to be bored,” 
he says.

The “functional movement” element 
of  Pinther’s definition is an essential part 
of  their work. “We teach people how to 
move correctly so they can literally be 
strong and active well into their 90’s,” says 
Chad. He adds that people are met at the 
physical ability levels they’re at, making 

sure their form is correct and that they aren’t pushed 
beyond their limits.

The couple has a goal of  opening a larger facility but 
they’ll keep the small trainer/athlete ratio. “It’s a commu-
nity,” says Esther. “We’re all here, working out together, 
rooting for each other.”   

Top, above and below: Reckonking Fitness owners Esther and 
Chad Pinther, converted their garage to a training facility.

January SUN meeting
As the January meeting aligns with the first 
day of  SchoolChoice, time will be dedicated 
during this meeting to a community discussion

“The data show how you get high test 
scores—you come from an affluent well-ed-
ucated family. Period. So your kid’s going to 
be fine,” says Laura. “If  you think about be-

ing socially conscious around school choice 
the same way you are about lots of  other 
things in your life, you might at least visit a 
school that you otherwise wouldn’t.”

Reflections on SchoolChoice (continued from p. 10)

Come join a conversation on

SchoolChoice
that goes beyond color ratings

Tuesday, Jan. 15, 2019, 6 - 7:30pm

Snacks & childcare provided
Central Park Rec Center, 9651 MLK Blvd.

6pm Snacks and Meet & Greet 
6:15 Welcome and agenda overview
6:20 SchoolChoice: Thinking Beyond the SPF
6:40 Reflection & Discussion
7:10 Q&A
7:30 Adjourn

Communities Championing  
for Children
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  Judy Wolfe & Jay Epperson  
303.886.6606  |  www.wolfe-epperson.com

Selling Stapleton since take-off! 

Happy New Year!
The Wolfe & Epperson Team

1734 Bellaire St
Park Hill
$699,950

SALE PENDING
4 Beds, 2 Baths
2,112 + 748 Sq Ft 
6,200 Sq Ft Lot

9353 61st Pl
Stapleton-Beeler Park

SOLD
New Construction
*Buyer Represented **Building Rendering 

2730 Clinton St
Stapleton

SOLD

2233 Sherman St
Rosedale
$875,000

SOLD
New Construction
*Buyer Represented 

1965 Rosemary St
Denver
$325,000

SALE PENDING
Opportunity to Remodel, Make Your Own

3 Beds, 2 Baths
760 + 703 Bsmt Sq Ft 
6,980 Sq Ft Lot

Happy Holidays!

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated.

3773 Cherry Creek N. Drive   |   Suite 801   |   Denver, CO  80209

Happy holidays and a 
peaceful, prosperous 

New Year!

WE thank you for allowing us to help you move in 2018! 
WE look forward to helping you with your real estate needs in 2019. Happy New Year!

Now Selling!
North End Rows

from the mid $300s

EFFICIEN T.  HE ALTHY.  LOCAL .

ThriveHomeBuilders.com

For an exclusive tour of the North End Rows, call or email Scott
 at 303.437.3013 or scerrone@thrivehomebuilders.com

When you invest in a LEED CERTIFIED Thrive home, you’re investing in your health as well. 

Thrive homes have the healthiest choices available, from toxic-free corn-based carpet to 

formaldehyde-absorbing drywall to air systems unlike any other (oh, and energy efficient too!)

                                              

thriveWHEN YOU INVEST IN A HE ALTHY HOME , YOU

The Sensible Way: Integrity-Trust-Comfort
Offering a wealth of local experience and knowledge in 

traditional HVAC and alternative energy systems

Denver’s Premier Heating and 
Cooling Company—It’s Sensible!

sensibleheat.net  |  720-876-7166
info@sensibleheat.net

*Up to $400 Flex 
Scheduling Discount with 
Furnace only or A/C only.  

Additional Xcel Rebates 
may apply. Expires 
02/01/19

*

Trent Nestman, DDS, MS

Park Hill’s Full-time 
Orthodontic 
Specialist

2206 Kearney St. | 720-735-9800 | www.nestmanortho.com 

DIRTY JOBS DONE DIRT CHEAP
Drain Cleaning • Plumbing Repair • Emergency 24/7 Service

35+ Years Experience • Fast & Friendly • No Extra Weekend Charges

www.askdirtyjobs.com or call for a free phone quote: 720-308-6696

Full-Service Window Cleaning
“Windows so clean you’ll forget they’re there!”20OFF

%
*

www.refl ectionwindows.com
303.426.4474

*The full-service window cleaning experience includes interior, 
exterior, screens and tracks. Up to 15 windows for $139, 

$7 for each additional window.

Sunday Worship: 8 am | 10:30 am
5000 E Alameda Ave  |  Denver CO 80246  |  303-388-4678  |  www.augustanadenver.org

Yoga

Personal Trainer Karen Terry teaches 
strengthening and stretching exercises

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays,
9:45 a.m.

YogaFit Level 4 Teacher 
Robyn Lambert teaches 

Hatha and restorative style yoga 
to students of all levels,

Tuesdays, 5:30–6:30 p.m.
Thursdays, 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Augustana 
Firm Believers local service projects & volunteering

Learn about the Rotary Club of Denver Stapleton and the 
many opportunities to give back to your community.

Weekly breakfast meetings and monthly happy hours 
Details at www.facebook.com/DenverStapletonRotaryClub

The entrance (above) and lounge (below left) show 
the elegance of Relache Spa & Salon, which includes 
immaculate treatment rooms, an ice fountain, saunas, 
and steam rooms for men and women. 
Right: A view of the atrium and its water features.

A waterfall, one of several water features in the atrium, with artificial trees and flowers that line the walkways, almost 
make one think they are in a pristine ski resort town. These landscape features along with a red Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe railroad caboose from 1930 create the illusion of the Colorado outdoors without exiting the hotel. 

Amenities include eight dining options, shops, pools, a spa and fitness center, miniature 
golf, tennis, pickle ball and more. Pictured: Asian fusion restaurant, Monte Jade.

The grand lobby includes screens with real-time airline information for 
travelers.

The new Gaylord Rockies features 1,501 guest rooms, eclipsing the area’s largest hotel, Denver’s Sheraton 
(which has 1,231 rooms). The Gaylord brand is well known for its convention and meeting space, and this one 
is no exception, with 486,000 square feet of meeting and convention space, including four ballrooms. Gaylord 
Rockies already has over 1.1 million rooms booked, including some conventions booked through 2028.

Gaylord Opens
By Martina Will, Ph.D.

Entering the Gaylord Rockies Resort and Convention Center in Auro-
ra, it’s difficult not to feel awed. A massive triangular window invites 
natural light into the atrium while offering visitors an expansive view 

of  downtown Denver, with the Rocky Mountains serving as a breathtaking 
backdrop. 

For over two years, area commuters have been able to see the resort rising 
from the dusty landscape about two miles east of  Peña Blvd. The City of  
Aurora in 2012 won its bid to secure the new resort, promising $300 million 
in incentives. Regional Tourism Act funding sweetened the deal with an-
other $81.4 million. Corporate restructuring at Gaylord Entertainment that 
same year, however, called the project into question, and area hotels worried 
about the competition banded together to sue the City of  Aurora in Denver 
District Court. 

None of  these (dismissed) legal matters or obstacles, however, seem to 

matter now that this behemoth is teeming with 
activity. Strolling through the public spaces, the smell 
of  new carpeting and purposeful stride of  busy staff  
suggest only the current reality: jobs and economic 
development. 

Director of  Marketing Deanne French says 
“Our property will host about 80% group travel like 
conventions and about 20% leisure travelers.” To 
attract leisure travelers, she is developing “Stay and 
Ski” packages to allow visitors to acclimate to the al-
titude before heading to the slopes. At most Gaylord 
resorts, she says, the majority of  leisure travelers vis-
it during November and December, when the hotel 
features an ice show, ICE!, that changes each year. 

Eight different restaurants permit guests and 
those who just want to pretend they’re guests, a va-
riety of  dining experiences, from sports bar to Asian 
fusion cuisine to the Old Hickory Steakhouse that is 
standard at every Gaylord property. The resort’s four ballrooms, 
ranging in size from 8,000 to 59,736 square feet, mean that any 
event you can envision, will find an appropriate space here.

For those seeking a staycation, the Gaylord Rockies will 
not disappoint. Almost 500,000 gallons of  water fill its 22,000 
square feet of  heated indoor and outdoor pools, complete with 
water slides and lazy river. The pool areas are the only ones 

reserved exclusively for overnight guests; day visitors are welcome to book 
appointments at the spa or make a dinner reservation.

A free shuttle bus connects guests to the A Line at 61st and Peña, assur-
ing easy access to downtown attractions as well as the airport. It might also 
be a fun date night option for parents wanting to avoid driving.
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