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● Sarah Tuneberg
Special COVID-19 Advisor
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE)

Sarah is a tech entrepreneur and emergency manager with more than a decade of public health 
experience.  She is the co-founder and CEO of Geospiza, a climate focused startup. She was tapped 
by Governor Polis to lead the COVID Innovation Response Team in March and now leads COVID 
testing and containment for the State. 

● Jenny Wanger
Public Health Technology Expert
Linux Foundation Public Health (LFPH)

Jenny has been involved with the development of Exposure Notification technology since March, first 
as a co-founder of the TCN Coalition and then as a founding member of LFPH. At LFPH she has 
focused her time on coaching various states and countries on their strategies regarding this 
technology, disseminating the latest research, and convening PHAs and technologists from all over 
the globe to share best practices and lessons learned.
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● CO Exposure Notifications is a new service developed in partnership with 
Google and Apple to help slow the spread of COVID-19

● The service can alert users if they have been near someone who has been 
positively diagnosed with COVID-19

● Knowing about a possible exposure helps people take immediate steps to 
limit risk to loved ones and their community

Introducing CO Exposure Notifications



Exposure Notification Systems can slow the 
spread at any level of adoption

Oxford University, May 2020; Coronavirus apps don’t need 60% adoption to be effective, MIT Technology Review, June 2020



Estimates of Impact 

15% 
8% 

Modeling the combined effect of digital exposure notification and non-pharmaceutical interventions on the COVID-19 epidemic in Washington state; 
Matthew Abueg, Robert Hinch, Neo Wu, Luyang Liu, William J M Probert, Austin Wu, Paul Eastham, Yusef Shafi, Matt Rosencrantz, Michael Dikovsky, 
Zhao Cheng, Anel Nurtay, Lucie Abeler-Dörner, David G Bonsall, Michael V McConnell, Shawn O'Banion, Christophe Fraser
medRxiv 2020.08.29.20184135; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.08.29.20184135
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HOW IT WORKS



Alice and Bob don’t know each other, 
but have a lengthy conversation sitting a 
few feet apart.

Their phones exchange 
non-identifiable bluetooth tokens, 
which change frequently.

Bob is positively diagnosed for 
COVID-19 and enters the test result in 
CO Exposure Notifications

With Bob’s consent, his phone 
uploads the last 14 days of his 
bluetooth tokens to the server.



The notification includes information 
about what to do next, including 
quarantine, monitor symptoms, get tested, 
and contact public health authority.

Alice receives a notification on her phone.Alice continues her day unaware she has 
been near a potentially contagious person.

Alice’s phone periodically downloads the 
non-identifiable bluetooth tokens of 
everyone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 in her region. A match is found 
with Bob’s non-identifiable tokens.



Exposure Notifications can rapidly notify known and 
unknown contacts of exposure



Users have full control to opt-in to receive exposure notifications and can turn it off 
at any time

The service will never track location — it uses Bluetooth rather than GPS

Users’ identity will never be revealed to anyone

The service will never collect, transmit or store any personal information

CO Exposure Notifications Security & Privacy



THE EXPERIENCE 



Activating CO Exposure Notifications

Beginning on
October 25, 
Apple & Android users 
will receive a push 
notification about the 
service

iPhone users will be 
able to opt-in through 
their settings

https://docs.google.com/file/d/18YYYFzjGnqmS3G0LFnBgxni23BxFCcko/preview


Enabling CO Exposure Notifications 
on Android

Android users can download the 
CO Exposure Notifications app for free on the 
Google Play Store

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1U0ljuU0mlaIFgkBBrteWR_qKgxDg37JD/preview


Sharing a Positive Test Result

Users who test positive for COVID-19 can choose 
to anonymously share their result to notify 
others of exposure. 

They will receive a text message with a link 
from the public health department. The link 
allows them to share their positive test result.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1fYDoBWLdAuEU6e1qwf9qwxkGxRKI1f4F/preview


Receiving an Exposure Notification

Users who receive a notification of exposure to 
COVID-19 will be directed to self-quarantine 
immediately and referred to COVID-19 
resources.

CDPHE encourages everyone who receives an 
exposure notification to get tested.  

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1yDt5b44QqgmntTM7xRj2Kz6MqOGC9X8L/preview


ADD YOUR PHONES! 



● On October 25, CO Exposure 
Notifications will become 
available

● It’ll be quick and easy to 
opt-in and will equip each of 
us to play a role in protecting 
our family, friends and 
communities while 
maintaining strong individual 
privacy

● To learn more, visit 
addyourphone.com 

Activate CO Exposure Notifications



● Sarah Tuneberg
Special COVID-19 Advisor
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 

● Jenny Wanger
Public Health Technology Expert
Linux Foundation Public Health 

● Vanessa Bernal
Bilingual Media Specialist 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment  
Available to answer questions in Spanish 

Q&A  

Media questions and answers Moderator: Heidi Bosk, CDPHE 

media_info@state.co.us

mailto:media_info@state.co.us


Questions?

media_info@state.co.us

www.colorado.gov/cdphe

Thanks!



addyourphone.com

utilizatutelefono.com 

covid19.colorado.gov

Resources


