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Enrolling K-3rd grades for 
2018-19 School Year

Round 1 of DPS School of Choice just 
wrapped up, but there is still time to 
learn how your child can excel in our 

FREE Montessori Elementary in 
time for Round 2.

-100+ Year Proven Learning Model
-Individualized Learning

-All Day Kindergarten 
-Before & After Care

-Multi-Aged Classrooms

Enrolling Infants, Toddlers 
and Preschool

Introducing our new Bilingual 
Preschool track. Begin your child’s 
path to becoming bilingual and 
biliterate in English and Spanish.

-100+ Year Proven Learning Model
-Individualized Learning

-Part-time and full-time options 
-Bilingual track starting in preschool 

-Multi-Aged Classrooms

Sign up NOW for a tour on our website! 4895 Peoria St

Free Public Elementary

6 Weeks - 5 Years Old

Location:  119 Park Avenue West, Denver
Register:       www.cleoparkerdance.org
Questions?  isdi@cleoparkerdance.org
Call:              303.295.1759 x 16

TWO WEEKS OF FUN & DANCE THIS SUMMER!
Learn a dozen global dance genres
Parent Orientations:       June 17 & 24
Global Kids Week 1:      June 18 to 22
Global Kids Week 2:      June 25 to 29
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Arts & crafts, storytelling, music & daily performances!

Etiquette Summer Camp
Teaching proper manners for greetings, parties,  
table, phone, bullying, hygiene and more.

www.theetiquettefactory.com/withmsmarshasmanners

ECE-3 and ECE-4
Children in Denver are not guaranteed a 
spot in public Early Childhood Education 
(ECE) programs run by DPS. State funding 
for ECE is limited and classrooms are 
prioritized for K-12 students. Neverthe-
less, over 5,000 families entered the choice 
system, hoping to get lucky, a 17% increase 
over last year and a new record for DPS. 
Here are the match results: 

At the K-5 level, the Front Porch covers only the Stapleton elemen-
tary school zone. Other areas in our distribution network, like 
Lowry and Park Hill, operate on a neighborhood schools model, 
where most of  the students stay at their local boundary school 

rather than participate in choice.
But in Stapleton, it is always a big deal when 

the choice results come out. With six elemen-
tary schools to choose from, all of  which are 
considered high performing, most families are 

Some families this year were con-
cerned about the new policies imple-
mented at two Stapleton elementary 
schools and at 
the Greater Park 
Hill – Stapleton 
(GPHS) zone 
middle schools to 
increase diversity. 
High Tech and 
Inspire implemented a 25% floor of  
free and reduced lunch (FRL) students 

for their incoming kindergarten classes. 
GPHS zone middle schools initiated to a 
floor of  20percent FRL students in their 

incoming 
6th grade 
classes. 

Families 
whose stu-
dents were 
waitlisted at 

those schools voiced concerns that out-of-
boundary students with FRL status were 

Do Diversity Policies Impact Choice?
given preference over in-boundary 
students to meet these goals.

According to Eschbacher, however, 
no in-zone students were displaced by 
out-of-zone students to accommodate 
this policy. Instead, the participating 
schools added seats to make room, seats 
that otherwise would not have existed. 
“It (FRL students) was on top of  the 
zone students taken. The zone number 
was what they were going to take, no 
matter what,” said Eschbacher. 

happy with the outcome. Those who live within 
view of  an elementary school and who don’t get 
in accepted to it, or those with their hearts set on a 
particular school, however, feel the sting of  living 
in a zone. 

Brian Eschbacher, executive director of  plan-
ning and enrollment for DPS, noted that families 
living north of  I-70 who listed only schools in the 
north were assigned schools in the north—likewise 
for families living in the south.

Swigert International School was the most-re-
quested school, both in the zone and in the district 
as a whole.

What were the first choices and  
assignments in the Stapleton boundary?

Incoming Kindergarten Choice Outcome
79% received their first choice,  
            down from 87% last year. 

91% received their 1st or 2nd choice. 

98% received their 1st, 2nd or 3rd choice.

No in-zone students were displaced by out-of-
zone students to accommodate this policy.

Participating schools added seats to make room, 
seats that otherwise would not have existed.

Look for more diversification 
efforts to come to Stapleton schools 
next year. “Swigert is exploring mov-
ing forward with a similar program 
in the Fall of  2019,” said Principal 
Shelby Dennis. “Part of  that would 
be expanding our seat options at the 
same time.” Swigert is working with 
parent and community groups as part 
of  the decision-making process, she 
said, “with a goal of  creating a really 
diverse and inclusive school.”
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